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NOTE. 


In  printing  the  correBpondence  wliicli  la  presehted  in  ihe  loUowiilg 
pages,  it  ivaa  decided  to  give  each  writer  the  heneflt  of  his  own  peculiarity 
of  Btjle  in  eveij  feBpeot,  as  well  in  orthography,  punctu&tiOn,  and  the 
use  of  capital  letters,  as  in  all  other  matters.  The  letters  are  ftdthful 
tranaeriptfl  of  the  originals,  and  the  reader  will  ol«erve,  not  only  the 
great  extent  of  the  oorreapondenceandthemde^inge  of  topics  embracecl, 
but  also  the  abundance  of  fi«w  facts  in  the  history  of  these  lAen  and  of 
the  times  in  which  they  iived,  here  brought  to  light. 
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tge  d^  liiiQ  10  from  the  botcom.  for  became^  t^ad.  be/same, 

18,  line  10  tium  the  top,  for  IStT  read  IWT. 

>fl.  Mae  19  from  ttie  top  omlf /ma  MlatlielASc&u^ler." 

11,  line  6  from  the  bottom,  for  eaine.  read  come. 

91,  llnsl4 from  tho Uip,  tbr  Henry  E.  Van  Roneseliter, reafl  Bemw 
108,  8»h  line  rrom  bottom  Is  omitted  ••  more  ihaa  W  pears  before  ' 

InBtBad  of  the  tender  age,  at  Ihat  tender  age . 
lOfi.  Una  0  from  the  bottom,  Sir  ran  down,  read  mn  li/iwn. 
119,  line  fl  bom  the  bottom  fbr  IS,  read  BO  jeu-s, 
163,  line  aa  from  the  bottom,  fOron  advooatfl  read  an  advocntc. 

183,  line  IT  lh>m  bottom,  for  BnppaBaing  read  swpatfing. 
1S8.  line  0  from  the  top  iQr  mllttBTy  poet,  read  rmtllan/  vost. 

184,  Itne  10  from  the  bottom,  for  iMread  IBOS. 

193,  line  10  fh>m  the  top,  far  was  erected,  read  weiV  erected. 

19B,  line  17  tiom  the  wg,  tai  moved  on,  road  bkhwi*  to. 

199,  line  IT  from  the  top,  for  Beudedlct  read  Bfoedict. 

Sll,  line  9  from  the  top,  for  Bnchephalna  read  Sucephaim. 

380,  line  Sit  from  the  top,  for  I  hap«,  read  I  /tone. 

SSO,  line  lOfrom  the  bottom,  Ibrluumin  mail,  read  laanaae  lyum. 

3M,  line  33  ftom  the  top.  the  word"^"  isomitted. 

Seo,  line  1  at  the  top,  fDi  and  take,  read  to  take. 

309,  llQD  30  ftom  top,  for  the,  read  he  nobly  Fe-instate<l. 

818,  line  Iftom  the  top,  tor  to  the  eecurlne,  read  to  the  KraUm/. 

330,  line  34  from  the  bottom,  fbr  l384readlS14. 

aoA   i.„.  ■<  r f^  top^  ujj  ^ooiJ  j^^  fygfj 

jarty,  readoar^- 

.._, jhe  top Ibr  their  epldemle, 

838,  Hue  23  from  the  top,  tor  Morrell.  iiJad  Monell. 

ass,  line  84  from  top  tor  Bobert  read  Albfrt. 

390,  line  SO  trom  the  bottom,  fOrl^  read  IBHS. 

89ii,  line  3  ftom  the  top,  tor  that  the  one.  read^Aon^  oae. 

131,  line  G  from  the  bottom,  for  Alden  Trimble,  rend  Allen  Trimbk. 

44a  line  IT  from  lAe  top,  fOr  There  read  TlUie. 

456,  Ifne  3  from  the  top,  tor  knew,  read  buHB. 

ITS,  line  3  from  the  top,  for  Mompo,  read  Mm^xix. 

*75,  line  10  from  the  bottom  "toclu"  Is  omitwd  {to  tlie  cotttrarit). 

4T5.  Hue  9  from  the  top,  for  bo  beantlful  readao  tounfi/M. 

4B7,  line  82  from  the  liottom,  for  Hones  read  Sone. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  Legacy — Why  Bequeathed. 

"  Come,  Aunty,  now  tell  of  the  years  that  are  past, 
And  ttose  '  Boul-Btirring  times'  in  wliicli  '  loved  ones'  were  cast ; 
Of  eaily  campaigns  when  dear  Grandfather  fouglit 
For  American  fi^edom  so  valiantly  bought  I 
When  firm  hearts  were  wrmig,  as  the  battle  raged  wild 
Tet, '  his  lungs  oozing  blood,  idth  eoToplacence  he  smiVd  P  ' 
Give  scenes  of  sweet  peace  wliere  love's  memories  cling, 
As  bright  visions  of  joy,  or  keen  sorrow  they  fling ; 
Relate  what  you  saw  in  the  great  globe  you  spann'd, 
In  Japan,  quaint  and  mystic, '  The  Flowery  Land.' 
And  now  as  from  Chaos,  bright  pictures  yon  trace, 
In  my  fond  heart  your  record  shall  deep  find  a  place." 

Hattie  said  oce  morniDg,  "  Aunt  Cuy,  you  have  been  now  twioe  a: 
the  world,, many  very  interesting  scenes  of  that  extensive  tour  s 
guerreotyped,  most  certainly,  on  your  mind ;  let  the  Legaoy  you  bec^ 
tome,  comprise  a  chronicle  of  the  carefully  hoarded  incidents  in  your  truly 
eventful  life,  interwoven  with  the  traditionary  antecedents  of  our  most 
noble  Dutch  patriarchs,  back  from  the  very  beginning!" 

Humph !  Quite  a  modest  request  from  a  pleasing  young  lady  in  the 
budding  Spring-time  of  joyous  life,  to  a  serenely  quiet  Missionary  widow, 
of  over  half  a  century,  in  boary  and  chilly  Autumn's  sere  decadence  I 
I  have  been  thinking  over,  during  weary  vigils,  her  expressed  desire,  shall 

Rev.  Ilenry  Ward  Beeober  makes  this  sweeping  assertion  against  inact- 
ivity :  "  Each  individual  must  produce  something,  must  do  something  to- 
ward benefiting  the  condition  of  his  fellow  individual,  in  order  to  fulfil!  ift 
some  measure  the  ends  for  which  he  was  created," 

Yes,  we  fully  agree  with  the  clerical  gentleman,  and  are  convinced 
that  even  the  "  Little  matters  of  daily  occurrence  are  of  greater  import- 
ance in  social  life,  than  great  matters  of  rare  occurrence;  and  personal 
behavior  in  trifles  is  productive  of  the  greatest  amount  of  social  and 
domestic  pleasure  and  pain."     Now  as  we  are  fully  posted  as  to  our  duty 

'"  I  beheld  liim  (Capt.  Solomon.  Van  Rensselaer),  in  a  gallant  charge  at  the 
head  of  his  troop,  shot  tlirougb.  the  body,  and  with  tlie  blood  0<aing  from  bis 
lungs,  stiU  smiling  with  complacency," — WilMnsonj'a  Memoirn. 
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ill  the  premises,  we  are  also  impressed  moat  forcibly  with  tlie  reminder 
of  these  potent  "  Three  suggestions  : 

"  First.  Go  to  no  place  where  yon  cannot  ask  God  to  go  with  you, 

"  Second.  Kngage  in  no  husiness  which  you  eaDoot  ask  God  to  bless. 

"  Third.  Indulge  in  no  pleasure  for  which  you  cannot  returo  thanks  to 
God." 

Therefore,  aa  we  propose  keeping  these  instructions  in  view,  we  will 
modestly  yield  to  pressing  entreaties  and  strive,  as  a  graphic  oarrator,  to 
portray  "our  past"  in  a  tableau  vivant. 

"  Autobiographies  are  not  often  very  popular,  but  when  supplemented 
by  personal  recollections  may  possibly  be  productive  of  benefit  to  others ;" 
and  realizing  that  all  your  sympathies  will  be  enlisted,  and  harmonize 
with  the  incitement  whiqh  finally  determined  me  to  comply  with  your 
flattering  persuasions,  I  have  cheerfully  undertaken  the  pleasing  task. 
Fearing  I  may  not  be  specially  well  qualified  for  this  work  of  delineation 
and  cosmography,  must  trust  to  your  partial  indulgence  to  excuse  any 
flagrant  imperfections  in  not  wielding  skillfully  the  evenfs  portrayed. 

"  The  ancients  femuloualy  encouraged  one  another,  by  the  remembrance 
of  the  heroic  deeds  of  their  ancestors,  to  vigilance  in  peaceful  times,  and 
to  intrepidity  in  the  hour  of  danger.  Every  thing  among  the  Greeks 
conduced  to  plant  in  their  hearts  the  moat  heroic  courage,  by  the  remem- 
brance of  their  ancestors,  whose  principles  and  sentiments  were  the  spur 
to  the  nobieat  actiona.  The  lowest  Greeks  were  exalted  to  a  level  with 
their  greatest  chiefe  by  a  glorious  death ;  their  memory  w 
the  most  solemn  offering  to  the  latest  posterity, 
placed  nest  to  those  of  the  Gods." 

The  same  clannish  pride,  produced  by  the  remembrance  of  the  hero- 
ism and  valor  of  our  ancestors,  makes  it  a  precious  privilege  to  a  daughter 
of  the  Van  Rensselaer  family  to  record,  the  "  ways  and  means "  or 
devious  paths,  by  which  its  members,  (together  with  the  greater  part 
of  other  illustrioos  personages,  to  whom  allusion  is  necessarily  made  from 
the  intimate  linking  and  intwining  of  co-existent  eventa,)  have  passed  to, 
"  That  undiscovered  country,  from  whose  bourn  no  traveler  returns," 
where  "  Immortality  is  their  birthright  and  inheritance."  With  increased 
avidity  and  some  degfee  of  anxiety  we  shall  "  await  the  public  verdict 
upon  this  work,"  and  although  laid  open  to,  we  would  wish  to  disarm 
criticism  by  frankly  confessing  we  do  not  expect  our  first  and  last  essay 
in  "book  making  "  to  be  faultless,  far  from  it.  In  1831  my  brother 
Rensselaer  Van  Rensselaer,  under  tiie  signature  of  Vlio,  arranged  some 
numbers  of  autographical  sketches  at  the  instance  of  an  advertisement  in 
the  Albany  Daily  Jlrfuei-dKer,  published  by  a  Committee  of  the  Albany 
Institute  appointed  forthe  purpose  ofcollecting  materials  for  a  contemplated 
history  of  Albany.  The  eommunicatious  aeem  to  have  been  satisfactory 
from  the  following  notice  which  soon  after  appeared:  "  The  Committee 
of  the  Albany  Institute,  who  are  preparing  a  history  of  the  city,  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  some  very  valuable  papers  from  an  unknown  corres- 
pondent, to  whom  they  tender  tbeir  thanks,  with  the  hope  that  the  residue 
of  the  information  therein  promised  may  be  forwarded  as  early  as  possible, — 
C,  R.  Webster,  Ch'n." 

Clio  requested,  if  it  would  not  be  infringing  upon  any  of  their  es- 
tablished regulations,  after  the  publication,  to  have  his  original  effusions 
returned  entire  to  him.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  those  sketches 
are   now  iq  my  possession  and  interwoven  in   this  record  of  historical 
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gleanings.  "  All  books  are  properly  tbe  record  of  the  history  of  past 
men."  What  thoughfs  past  meD  had  ia  them  ;  what  actions  past  mec  did ; 
the  summary  of  all  books,  whatsoever,  lies  there.  "  The  past  history  of 
one's  own  native  country  is  a  broad  beaten  highway  for  every  traveler." 

As  it  is  not  pleasant  to  be  charged  with  plagiarism  I  would  frankly 
state,  in  this  corapilement  of  materials,  I  have  had  access  to  my  father's 
letters  and  papen*,  with  the  benefit  of  Clio's  journal  as  an  auxiliary. 
And  following  in  the  footsteps  of  assiduous  reapers  in  the  historical  field 
have  also  gleaned  from  General  Wilkinson's  Memoirs;  Lossiog's  Field 
Book  of  the  Revolution  ;  Loseing's  War  of  1812  ;  Stone's  Life  of  Joseph 
Brant ;  Simms's  Border  Wars  of  New  York  ;  Thaoher's  Military  Journal ; 
Writings  of  S.  Wells  Williams,  LL.D. ;  and  gathered  a  cluster  of  extracts 
with  selections  from  such  other  sources,  which  have  been  grouped  together 
as  best  suited  the  gleaner's  fancy;  lieaving  each  admiring  reader  at 
liberty  to  consider  any  appropriations  of  their  writings,  to  illustrate  more 
fully  what  we  wish  to  detail,  as  a  compliment  to  their  productions,  for 
"  Our  wishes  are  presentments  of  our  capabilities," 

The  greatest  difficulty  whioh  the  lbs  hunter  experiences  when  engaged 
in  his  favorite  pastime  of  reaping  game,  is  to  find  the  trail.  'Ihat  dis- 
covered, he  follows  "the  true  nosed  pack"  in  its  unerring  course  and 
eventually  overtakes  the  object  of  his  eager  pursuit.  Not  so  in  the  his- 
torian's sphere.  His  chief  difficulty  in  finding  the  trail  of  eircumatancea 
best  calculated  to  make  his  work  yield  solid,  nutritive  food,  to  be  authentic, 
most  useful,  entertaining,  complete  and  of  oonrse  widely  popular,  ia  equally 
as  great  and  onerous;  he  may  glean  diligently  but  he  must  depend  in 
very  many  cases  upon  his  own  perseverance  and  ingenuity  to  trail  out 
and  to  worry  down  his  game.  In  ranging  those  vast  and  unfrequented 
1  int  g  grounds  of  Memory,  it  is  not  extraordinary  that  many  traditions 
and  V  a  voce  narrations,  with  a  "  bit  of  personal  history"  which  used  to 
del  „1 1  my  youthful  fancy  "  in  auld  lang  syne,"  should  have  been  da- 
guerre  typed  on  my  mind  and  still  adhere  to  my  recollections  in  uncon- 
nected Iragments.  Accordingly,  as  these  "  yesterday's  telegrams"  of  our 
exploratory  researches  are  received  from  the  great  storehouse,  we  will 
endeavor  to  put  in  a  detailed  account  of  persons  and  things.  Thus  from 
a  mass  of  biographical  matter  we  also  will  select  the  whole,  or  parts  of 
letters  penned  by  notable  persons  and  others  who  are  naturally  grouped 
with  them,  interspersed  with  a  few  extracts  of  home  letters,  which  portray 
the  workings  of  the  inner  man;  giving  also  a  desultory  survey  of  the 
political  field  at  that  period.  As  all  our  needed  Prefatory  is  contained  in 
this  opening  chapter,  and  being  a  first  cousin  of  the  ancient  and  veritable 
Diedrich  Knickerbocker,  will  start  as  so  authoritatively  requested  "  back 
from  the  beginning"  in  historic  gleanings.  Our  great  progenitors,  thft 
lah  and  Tsha,  were  created  perfect  in  the  image  of  God,  though  most  un- 
fortunately after  a  time  the  Isha  become  a  "  Woman's  Rights"  convert 
and  transmitted  to  posterity  the  seeds  of  disobedience.  Their  descendants, 
the  great  family  of  mankind,  consisted  of  the  "  five  races  ;  the  Caucasian, 
or  white  race;  the  Mongolian,  or  yellow  race;  the  African,  or  black 
race;  the  Malay,  or  brown  race;  and  the  American,  or  red  race; "the 
lineage  of  these  is  worthy  of  the  parent  stock. 

If  we  put  on  our  "  seven  league  boots,"  after  many  long  strides,  we 
shall  find,  verified  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  that  the  clever  inhabit- 
ants of  Holland,  our  "  Fadder  leindt;  "  Mother  England  and  our  sponsor 
France  (who    chivalrously  stood    up  for  us    in  feeble  infancy,  forming 
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the  threo-cord  nucleus  of  American  strength  or  durability),  constitute 
our  little  coterie  of  civiUzed  Caucasians  whorie  pedigree  dates  back  from 
the  notable  Ish  and  laha. 

The  incipient  teachings  of  the  "  strong  minded"  were  clearly  demon- 
strated when  a  few  of  the  wayward  children  broke  loose  from  the  whole- 
some, or  arbitrary  restraint  of  the  good  old  mother's  tyrannical  eKa,otions. 
Enlisting  under  the  banner  of  King  Immanuel  and  guided  by  a  star 
from  Heaven,  "  eoantless  myriads"  of  our  past  ancientry,  took  their 
journey  "  into  a  far  country."  In  the  trying  exigences  of  our  noble 
Pilgrim  fathers'  first  esperiment  in  this  "  land  of  the  free,"  many  of 
the  devoted  band  soon  foand  their  final  resting  spot  in  the  forest  hill 
cemetery  whore  the  entombed  dead  reposed  beneath  the  gay  autumnal 
leaves.  The  Mayflower's  passengers  landed  on  Plymouth  rock  Decem- 
ber 2 1st.  ■'  A  dreary  prospect  was  before  them  ;  on  onp  side  lay  a  vast 
wilderness  covered  with  a  snowy  mantle,  on  the  other,  rolled  the  broad 
Atlaotic,  yet  their  trust  in  God  remained  unshaken  on  those  inhospitable 
shores."  The  survivors  "acquired  their  perfectioo  only  in  the  pure  atmo- 
aphere  and  golden  sunlight  of  Christianity."  It  is  the  patient  narrator 
who  records  their  prosperity  as  they  rise  ;  who  blazons  forth  the  splendor 
of  their  noontide  meridian;  who  props  their  feeble  memorials  as  they 
totter  to  decay;  who  gathers  together  their  scattered  fragments  as  they 
rot;  and  who  piously,  at  length,  collects  their  ashes  into  the  mausoleum 
of  his  work,  and  rears  a  monument  that  will  ever  transmit  their  renown 
to  all  sueoeeding  ages.  Indeed  events  are  nothing  without  the  faithful 
delineations  of  the  impartial  historian." 

This,  too,  is  December  7th,  St.  Nicholas's  Dat  ;  quite  a  happy  coinci- 
dence. The  annual  return  of  the  festival  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  patron  saint 
of  the  Dutchman,  was  always  to  me  a  jubilee,  a  pleasant  retrospect,  an 
epoch  that  recalled  the  delight  of  childish  days,  when  permitted  to  go 
and  see  the  beautiful  room  brilliantly  illuminated  —  not  with  jets  of  gas — 
but  sperm  candles,  and  appropriately  decorated  in  festoons  and  with 
oluaters  of  choice  ever-greena.  The  walls  were  tastefully  draped  with  nu- 
merous flags,  while  the  ensign  of  RoUancl,  the  society's  banner  of  Obanje 
BovEN  was  conspicuously  displayed  and  graced  the  head  of  the  room ; 
and  from  immediately  above  the  ample  chair  of  the  venerable  presiiient, 
a  large  artificial  sun  shot  forth  its  deep  crimson  rays  with  a  fine  efi^ect. 
"The  standards  of  the  varions  societies  of  the  city,  and  of  the  military 
corps,  interspersed  with  the  interesting  and  curious  collection  of  rare 
paintings  were  really  exceedingly  attractive  to  both  old  and  young." 

On  the  tables,  upon  the  walls,  and  aiong  the  ceiling,  the  notable  Orange 
emblems  were  arranged  with  good  taste.  Conservatories  contributed  their 
choicest  flowers  to  beautify  and  embellish  the  feast  and  shed  their  sweet 
fragrance  around.  "A  numerous  company  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous 
entertainment  at  seven  o'clock  ;  good  cheer  and  kind  feelings  were  mingled 
with  pleasing  recollections  of  the  history  of  the  country  of  their  descent 
and  of  their  ancestors  who  settled  in  this  good  land." 

Dutchmen  "  never  do  things  by  halves,  espeoially  when  a  good  dinner 
is  the  object  of  their  particular  solicitude."  The  bountifully  spread  table 
was  uniformly  heavily  loaded  and  groaning  under  the  richly  seasoned 
viands ;  the  dinner  prepared  and  served  without  fail,  in  a  very  superior 
style  and  decorous  manner  for  the  notable  and  worthy  burghers  of  those 
"wassel  days."     "Ad  abundant  dinner  and  good  living  was  from  time 
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immemoriai  a  fundamental  part  of  the  creed  of  an  open  tanded  and  whole 
hearted  shj  Datchmaii  who  waa  impervious  to  innovations," 

The  entire  affair  waa  always  conducted  with  admirable  s«cceaa.  Nothing 
seemed  to  be  lacking  of  national  diahes :  eupaan  en,  mdk,  Tioofd  Aaiis, 
rolietjea,  hieltjes  en  pootjees,  woi'st,  kruUetjees,  hool  daa,  heft  en  houd, 
oli-koekj'es,  and  other  primitive  luxuries.  At  this  "  annual  stuffing 
as  a  matter  of  course  there  were  also  myriads  of  foreign  dishes  : 
sturgeon  or  Albany  beef,  pickled  and  boiled;  savory  venison,  tuikejB, 
pigeons,  pastry  and  dainties  of  all  kinds.  These  respected  sires  "  tenderly 
cherished  the  pious  thought  that  they  owed  all  their  enjoyments  to  the 
DivineSourceofbenefioenoe,  to  whom  they  were  finally  accountable  for  their 
actions,  and  gratitude  was  now  uppermost."  The  venerated  Dominie 
invoked  a  bleasing  and  then  the  pleased  gormandizers'  discussed  the  merits 
of  the  splendid  banquet  according  to  their  own  maxim,  "more  than 
enough  constitutes  a  feast."  Yaas  !  yaas  !  the  dinner  excellent,  the  wine 
delicious,  the  toasts  patriotic,  the  fine  band  discoursing  musio  most 
enlivening,  all  contributing  to  their  pleasures  and  no  oooaaloa  to  vent  any 
stock  of  spleen,  Abraham  Van  Veohten,  Esq.,  president  of  the  society, 
presided  with  his  usual  urbanity  and  aoonstomed  acceptance  to  all ;  for 
there  was,  in  this  just  assemblage,  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  his  su- 
periority and  pre-eminence  even  with  his  honored  compeers.  After  re- 
moving the  cloth,  "  Standing  toasts  and  volunteer  toasts"  were  given, 
among  which  :  By  the  president,  "  Holland  the  land  of  our  fathers,  and 
the  cradle  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  beyond  the  Atlantic."  Many  of 
the  toasts  were  choice  and  pithy. 

"  Het  Vaderlandt,  The  laud  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 
"Santa  Olaus,  the  warm  hearted  friend  of  children;  long  may  he  tra- 
vel and  find  good  roads. 

"The  fair  sex  of  Holland  —  the  fairest  volume  in  the  library  of  Nature." 
By  General  Solomon  Van  Rennsselaer  :  "  Gesonfheid  en  voorspoed  aan 
St.  Claus  en  ayn  nagedachten"  (health  and  prosperity  to  St.  Nicholas  and 
his  posterity). 

By  the  plate  of  each  true  born  aristocrat,  (united  to  each  other  by  the 
strong  ties  of  consanguinity,) was  placed  the  snow-white  clay  pipe  with 
stem  half  a  yard  long,  and  the  bowl  of  it  decorated  with  wide  orange  color 
ribbon,  Oranje  Boven,  of  two  yards  long.  After  the  appetite  was  fully 
satiated,  they  seemed  to  expend  all  their  vivacity  in  the  much  loved  pipe, 
well  stuffed  with  the  fragrant  tobak  as  they  tranquilly  smoked ;  puffing 
away  the  vapor  with  an  impetus,  that  sent  it  in  graceful  wreaths,  float- 
ing above  and  soon  forming  an  impervious  cloud.  What  a  solace  one 
whiff  from  that  long  pipe  appeared  to  give  !  The  countenance  had  an  air 
of  tranqaiiity  and  decorum,  as  they  contemplated,  with  evident  satisfaction, 
the  orange  colored  cockade  as  a  badge  on  their  coats,  or  the  same  color 
ribbon  through  the  button-hole  of  some  buckish  scion.  These  good  burgh- 
ers were  happy;  "  the  inner  man  was  at  peace  with  himself,"  and  every 
thing  went  off  charmingly  as  a  decided  success,  even  though  they  were 
so  far  away  from  the  fatherland.  "  The  inhabitants  of  a  city  built  on  the 
foundations  of  Fort  Orange  have  a  grateful  recollection  of  their  Dutch 
forefathers;  and  a  just  estimateof  their  quiet  way  of  doing  things,  together 
with  the  noble  achievementsof  an  ancestry  which  can  never  be  sufficiently 
praised  while 

'  The  Orange  banner  as  of  old, 
Stili  waves  in  many  a  flapping  fold, 
Tho  patriot  heart  to  draw." 
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Then,  too,  the  good  St.  Nicholas  was  not  obKvioua  of  the  "  little  ones" 
either  at  the  AnDiversary  Festival  or  the  merry  Christmas  time. 
"  'Twas  tlie  night  before  Christmas,  when  all  thro'  the  honae 

The  stoctings  were  hung  by  the  chimney  with  care. 

In  hopes  that  St.  Nicholas  soon  would  be  there ; 

The  chOdren  were  nestled,  all  snug  in  their  beds, 

While  visions  of  sugar-plums  danced  through  their  heads." 

His  coveted  gifts  were  alwajs  fouad  in  the  well  filled  hose  hung  up 
so  conspicuously  in  the  ehimney  corner,  making  many  little  hearts  joyous 
beyond  expression  at  the  stirring  sight  before  them. 

"  They  laughed  and  they  cried  in  their  innocent  glee. 

And  shouted  for  papa  to  come  quiet  ajid  see 

What  presents  Old  Santa  Claus  brought  in  the  night." 

But  woe  to  the  luokless  children  who  had  been  disobedient  or  naughty, 
for  a  proper  punishment  and  salutary  mortification  was  sure  to  await  them 
as  a  reminder  io  the  shape  of  a  trim  little  birchen  rod  ;  piece  of  hard  blaok 
ooal  nicely  enveloped  in  paper ;  or  a  pig's  tail  dried,  ensconced  under  the 
truly  choice  dainties !  What  a  flush  of  crimson  suffuses  the  astonished 
countenance,  what  a  throb  of  subdued  anguish  shakes  the  sensitive  and 
conscious  little  one  chilled  by  the  failure,  herself  the  chief  accuser  in  her 
credulous  simplicity  and  giving  voice  and  pathos  to  the  intensity  of  deep 
regret,  that  the  good  Santa  Claus  should  have  known  her  fault,  This  is 
not  an  ideal  sorrow  but  a  trying  experience  of  dreamy  yearning  to  the 
trustful  child  as  her  heart  fluttered  with  this  trying  disappointment!  Sad 
that  the  time-honored  festival  of  St.  Nicholas  should  have  fallen  into  such 
disrepute,  for  we  ever  took  pleasure  in  it,  and  felt  a  proper  pride  that  our 
forefathers  hailed  from  the  "  Vaderland." 

In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  —  September  1609  — 
Henry  Hudson,  while  exploring  the  river  which  now  bears  hia  name,  ran  his 
vessel  aground  on  the  south  point  of  the  "  middle  ground"  opposite  the 
present  city  of  Hudson.  Bat  being  unwilling  to  leave  his  task  unfinished, 
Le  manned  some  small  boats  and  with  them  continued  the  expedition  up 
as  far  as  where  the  city  of  Albany  now  stands.  Here  he  found  a  large 
number  of  Indians  engaged  at  fishing,  and  from  the  circumstances  called 
it  the  Fuyck,  the  fishnet  or  the  fishing  place,  also  from  the  orescent  form 
of  the  bay.  From  this  he  dropped  down  to  the  south  point  of  Van  Rens- 
selaer island  and  bivouacked  for  the  ni^ht.  In  the  morning  the  party  were 
very  much  alarmed  at  finding  themselves  surrouoded  by  a  number  of 
"  the  tawny  sons  of  the  forest,"  but  the  pacific  deportment  of  these  un- 
expected and  certainly  unwelcome  visitors,  allayed  their  apprehensions. 
With  an  almost  reckless  hardihood  the  whites  accompanied  them  through 
the  ford  by  which  they  had  gained  the  island  and  landed  at  the  foot  of 
that  classic  mount  of  legendary  story,  Kiddenkooghtm  or  treasure  hill  of 
Captain  Kidd,  the  pirate  and  freebooter.  "  The  hills  were  then  covered 
with  the  pine,  the  maple,  the  oak  and  the  elm.  The  wild-vine  clambered 
in  rich  tuxurianoe  on  the  forest  trees,  and  threw  its  graceful  festoons  from 
the  mossy  banks  of  the  river.  The  slender  deer  bounded  undisturbed 
through  the  tangled  thickets  or  bent  his  antlered  head  to  drink  from  the 
limpid  streams  that  crossed  his  path.  The  heaver  sported  unmolested 
in  the  bright  waters  and  slept  in  conscious  security  on  the  low  grounds." 
After  gazing  at  the  beautiful  prospect,  the  yellow  haze  on  the  near  eleva- 
tions, and  listening  to  the  musical  birds  they  proceeded  agiun  by  land 
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together  in  perfect  safety  to  the  fujck.  It  is  supposed  that  a  little 
trade  was  carried  on  at  the  time  and,  perhaps,  sometliiag  of  a  talk,  but 
not  very  much  a,ccomplished.  The  delay  of  the  adventurous  exploring 
party  on  this  second  visit  to  the  future  site  of  Fort  Oraago  and  home  of 
the  true  Dutch  Knickerbockers,  subsequently  Albany,  was  not  of  long 
continuance,  and  when  the  intrepid  but  ill-fated  navigator  left  it  now,  he 
never  saw  it  more,  "  On  22d  of  June,  1611,  a  mutinous  crew  took  com- 
mand of  his  ship  after  his  return  from  England,  put  Hudson,  his  son  and 
seven  others  into  a  frail  boat,  turned  them  adrift  in  the  trackless  ocean, 
and  abandoned  them  to  their  fate.  Ttey  never  were  ever  heard  of 
more  as  they  drifted  slowly  away,  and  were  soon  hid  by  the  lonesome  and 
to  them  dismal  nightfall  from  the  gaze  of  their  crael  murderers." 

In  1614,  six  years  before  the  landing  of  the  May-flower  at  Plymonth,  a 
fort  and  trading-house  were  erected  on  the  spot  where  Albany  now  stands, 
called  Fort  Orange,  and  about  the  same  time  another  fort  and  trading- 
house  were  established  on  the  south-west  point  of  Manhattan  island,  called 
New  Amsterdam,  "  The  whole  colony  received  the  name  of  New  Nether- 
land.  The  first  permanent  agricultural  colony  was  established  along 
the  Hudson  in  1623  by  the  '  Privileged  West  India  Company,'  with  a 
direct  view  to  colonization.  A  number  of  settlers  during  this  year  were 
sent  out  from  Holland,  who  were  most  heartily  welcomed  by  the  few  pre- 
vious inhabitants.  Before  these  arrived  the  old  sojourners  had  been 
two  years  without  the  necessary  supplies,  and  had  been  obliged  to  cut  up 
the  sails  of  their  boats  for  the  clothing  absolutely  required.  Their  yoke 
of  experience  had  indeed  been  very  trying,  in  such  an  isolated  situation 
to  the  entire  little  company,  and  they  hailed  with  delight  the  new  arrivals." 
"  In  1629,  the  company  adopted  a  charter  of  '  Liberties  and  exemptions 
for  patroons,  masters,  and  private  individuals,  who  should  plant  colonies 
in  New  Netherland,  or  import  thither  any  neat  cattle.'"  "  The  terms  of 
encouragement  to  those  who  should  send  out  settlers  were  great.  Such 
as  should  undertake  to  plant  a  colony  of  fifty  souls,  upwards  of  fifteen 
years  old,  were  to  be  acknowledged  Patroons,  a  name  denoting  something 
baronial  and  lordly  in  rank  and  means."  "They  were  also  allowed  to 
select  lands  for  many  miles," 

Our  pedigree  in  the  Dutch  dynasty  dates  from  De  HEEa  KiLLiAN  Van 
BENSgELABR,  the  pearl  and  diamond  merchant  of  Amsterdam  in  Holland, 
"  He  was  also  a  director  in  the  Dutoh  West  India  Company  and  deter- 
mined with  others,  to  engage  in  colonization  and  thereby  to  avail  himself 
of  the  peculiar  privileges  and  munificent  provisions  extended  under  the 
charter.  He  selected  in  1630,  through  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  his  nephew 
and  agent,  a  princely  tract  of  land  at  Port  Orange  consisting  of  forty-eight 
miles  broad  and  twenty-four  miles  long  on  both  sides  of  the  Hudson, 
This  domain  was  granted  to  Killian  Van  Rensselaer  by  patent  from  the 
States  General  of  Holland  after  he  had  purchased  from  the  Indians  their 
native  right  to  the  soil,  and  a  colony  was  at  once  planted  here  of  which 
he  was  the  head  or  patroon.  The  privileges  of  the  patroon  on  his  manor 
were  similar  to  those  of  a  baron  of  old  England,  and  he  was  endowed  with 
baronial  honors."  The  patroonships  of  New  Netherknd  may  justly  be 
regarded  as  nothing  less  than  an  odious  form  of  feudal  aristocracy  trans- 
ferred to  American  soil.  "  Desirable  locations  for  manorial  grants  were 
purchased  of  the  Indians  '  for  a  few  parcels  of  goods.'  De  Heer  Killian 
gesiorvea  (died)  at  Amsterdam  in  the  year  1645.  His  descendants  in 
America  cultivated  the  soil  and  became  extensive  farmers,  but  were  very 
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plain  people,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  caution  uttered  by  Sir  Peter 
Warren,  in  a  letter  to  his  nephew  (afterwards  Sir  WiUiam  Johnsonl,  '  do 
not  make  fun  of  the  Patroon's  horses.'  "  "  In  1664,  Charles  II,  of  Eng- 
land, disregarding  the  Dutch  claim  on  New  Netherland  and  finding  them 
powerless  to  the  aggressions  of  the  English  and  his  final  usurpation  of 
the  territory,  made  a  grant  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York  and  Albany, 
which  included  all  the  mainland  of  New  England.  Goyernor  Stuyyeaant 
was  exceedingly  loth  to  surrender  without  an  attempt  at  defense,  but  the 
favorable  terms  offered  to  the  inhabitants  disposed  them  to  an  immediate 
capitulation  and  the  province  surrendered  August  27th,  1664,  upon  the 
most  liberal  terms  to  the  vanquished.  New  Amsterdam  was  now  called, 
in  honor  of  the  Duke,  New  York;  and  Fort  Orange,  Albany.  The. 
articles  of  surrender  were  framed  in  a  very  generous  spirit.  It  provided 
that  inheritances  should  remain  as  under  the  Dutch  law,  and  all  records 
should  be  carefully  preserved.  Very  little  disturbance  of  the  existing 
order  of  things  took  place  in  the  Dutch  colonies.  The  colonists  carried 
on  their  trade  as  before,  but  with  greater  freedom ;  they  went  to  and  fro 
between  Holland  and  the  provinces  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to." 
Then  too  at  home  a  ferry  had  been  established  in  1642,  between  Albany 
and  het  groen  loach  or  the  pine  woods  (now  Ureenbush). 

In  August,  1683,  Col.  Thomas  Dongan  arrived  in  New  York  as  the 
successor  of  Major  Edmund  Andros,  governor  of  all  the  territories  here. 
Among  our  family  papers  is  a  very  ancient  Patent  to  Abhiaham  Staats 
from  Gov.  Thomas  Dongan,  dated  "  4th  Day  of  November,  Anno  Dom. 
1685,  and  in  the  first  year  of  his  Majesties  Iteign  "  (James  II).  Signed  : 
Thomas  Dongan.  It  is,  however,  too  long  to  copy,  but  is  one  year^^r 
to  the  incorporation  of  the  city  of  Albany,  the  original  document  of  which 
bears  date  July  23,  1686.  "  Governor  Dongan  purchased  from  the  Van 
Kensselaers  a  concession  of  their  fendal  rights  over  the  colony  of  Beaver- 
wyck  and  sixteen  miles  into  the  country,  because  it  was  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  English  institutions  to  have  subjects  possessing  such  boundless 
rights  as  thepatroon  of  Rensselaerwyokhad,  and  then  incorporated  Albany. 
The  first  mayor  was  Peter  Schuyler,  the  clerk  Robert  Livingston,  and  the 
recorder  Isaac  Swinton.  The  village  of  Beaverwyck  was  comprised 
within  very  narrow  limits.  All  the  houses  at  this  time  nestled  olceely 
under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  for  protection  from  the  ever  prowling  Indians. 
From  Eort  Frederick,  which  stood  about  half  way  up  the  present  State 
street  it  extended  in  the  form  of  an  equilateral  triangle,  of  which 
the  fort  was  the  apex,  down  to  the  margin  of  the  river,  along  which 
the  base  line  of  the  triangle  was  drawn.  A  heavy  board  fence  strength- 
ened witli  palisades,  inclosed  the  village,  and  mounted  on  the  only 
church  which  it  boasted  were  three  pieces  of  artillery.  This  edifice  stood 
at  the  foot  of  State  street  and  was  the  second  house  of  worship  that  had 
been  erected.  On  the  arrival  of  the  first  pastor  sent  out  from  Holland, 
Dominie  Johannes  Megapolensis  in  the  year  1641,  the  first  building  for 
public  worship  was  constructed  near  the  old  fort  situated  in  Church  street." 
The  good  Dominie  writes:  "  The  first  year  I  came  here  there  were  so 
many  turkeys  and  deer  that  they  came  to  the  house  and  hog-pens  to  feed, 
and  were  taken  by  the  Indians  with  so  little  trouble  that  a  deersold  to  the 
Dutch  was  equal  in  value  to  a  loaf  of  bread,  or  a  knife,  or  even  a  tobacco 
pipe.  The  .trade  of  the  town  was  almost  wholly  with  the  Indians, 
though  agriculture  was  also  pursued  to  some  extent.  The  whole  country 
was  a  perfect  paradise  for  hunters.     The  creeks  and  rivers  abounded  in 
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fiab;  pike  and  sturgeon  were  aliundant  in  the  Hudson,  and  the  woods 
wore  alive  witli  deer  and  other  game.  The  Albanians  appear  to  have 
been  always  vigilant  in  maintaining  3  guard  over  the  city,  and  no  Indians 
were  allowed  to  remain  iq  it  at  night,  with  the  exception  of  auch  sachems 
as  migkt  be  preseut  on  pubUc  business.  The  several  gates  of  the  village 
were  defended  by  block  houses,  and  the  walls  were  holed  for  musketry. 
At  night  a  watch  was  kept,  consisting  of  four  citizens,  who  patroled  the 
streets  around,  and  provided  with  a  rattle,  whereby  to  summon  assistance 
in  ease  of  urgent  need.  This  curious  instrument  gave  the  patrol  the  name 
of  rattlewatoh.  Certain  fyerkooha  and  ladders  were  provided  in  each 
ward  for  use  in  case  of  fire.  The  inhabitants  drew  their  water  supply 
from  wells,  and  during  its  infant  weakness  the  city  enjoyed  peace,  and  im- 
munity from  actual  attack  by  the  savages  j  but  any  tricks  practiced  by  the 
traders  upon  the  Indians  were  speedily  played  back  with  fearful  ven- 
geance." 

Though  the  Indians  had  ceded  a  tract  of  their  country  to  the  settlers 
of  Fort  Orange,  they  evinced  so  much  jealousy  at  the  improve  meats 
which  were  daily  making  in  the  forests,  that  the  enterprising  cultivatoia 
of  the  soil  thought  it  prudent  to  erect  fortifications  in  tbe  vicinity  of 
their  clearings  as  a  place  of  refuge  in  times  of  need.  The  cellar  of  one 
of  these,  is  still  visible  under  an  old  apple  tree  a  few  rods  north  of  tbe 
family  road  to  Chevry-Hill,  in  the  meadow  west  of  the  Bethlehem  turn- 
pike, one  mile  south  of  the  venerable  elm  tree  at  the  corner  of  State  and 
Pearl  streets.  (Alas  for  those  ancient  landmarks  1  the  Sethkhem  turn- 
pUes,  and  most  desirable  old  apple  tree,  with  the  notable  cellar,  in  1875 
are  among  the  things  that  were.  Bail  roads  and  city  lots  have  superseded 
the  beacon  lights  of  other  days.)  In  this  cellar  the  neighboring  farmers 
were  wont  to  assemble  with  their  families  during  the  French  war,  and 
from  it  they  would  issue  in  armed  bodies  to  secure  their  crops,  or  to 
visit  the  city.  Notwithstanding  this  caution  they  could  not  on  every 
occasion  guard  against  the  lurking,  wily  savage.  The  little  brook  mean- 
ders through  the  meadow  in  question  and  is  the  scene  of  a  tragedy  which 
took  place  at  the  period  mentioned  even  within  half  gunshot  of  tbe  fovt. 
Three  worthy  citizens  on  the  way  to  the  stadt  htrk  on  the  Sabbath 
were  pounced  upon  by  a  party  of  savages  while  crossing  the  rustic  bridge 
over  the  brook,  murdered  and  scalped  before  the  garrison  perceived  the 
transaction,  and  the  murderers  gained  the  woods  at  band  in  safety. 
Several  occurrences  of  a  similar  nature  took  place  about  the  same  period 
near  the  castellated  building  on  the  Greenbush  banks.  The  stadt  ketk 
stood  near  the  fort,  in  what  is  now  called  Church  street.  It  was  the  first 
house  of  worship  in  Albany,  and  was  built  on  the  arrival  of  Kev.  Dr. 
MegapolensJs.  It  was  a  plain  wooden  building  thirty-four  feet  long,  by 
nineteen  wide,  and.  was  used  for  thirteen  years. 

"  The  medium  of  commerce  was  the  well  known  wampum,  or  seawant, 
aa  it  was  sometimes  called.  These  shell  beads,  if  black,  were  reckoned  by 
the  Dutch  at  three  to  the  stiver -if  the  interior  white,  at  sis.  The 
petticoats  of  th    Id      wm  1     fd        kin,  were  highly  ornamented 

with  these  k    d      t    h  11        y     1       1,  and  wrought  into  curious 

and  artistic  d  Ih        d  w        worth  eighty  dollars  in  the 

currency  of  th    p  t  d  y      8  w       w  d  for  Indian  money,  hence 

its  value  as  t   m  Tl     I  d         f        1     g  period  knew  no  other  cur- 

rency, and  1   w  m  11  tbe  British  and  Dutch  settle- 

ments.    Th    b    d  t  th      d      d  made  into  belta.     The  latter 

were  esoha      d         11  f  m  k       t  eaties,  and  played  an  import- 
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Indians,  if  tbey  cboae  to  assume  a  bostile  attitude.  In  its  famibar,  social 
aspects,  Albany  continued  in  all  respects  a  Butob  town  till  late  into 
tbe  last  century.  Even  a  few  years  prior  to  the  revolution,  tbe  large 
majority  of  its  inhabitants  spoke  only  the  Butcb  language,  Tbe  court 
records  were  kept  in  tbe  same   tongue   for  many  years  after  tbo  English 

Jeremias,  son  of  De  Heer  Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  was  the  proprietor 
of  RensseJaerwyck  ;  he  died  in  1674  leaving  two  daughters  and  two  sons ; 
KiUiaTi,  born  August  24,  1663,  and  Bendrick  born  at  Greenbusb,  October 
23, 1667.  Tbe  oldest  son,  Killian,  being  tbe  lineal  descendant  of  Jeremias 
and  consequently  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Eenaselaerwyct,  was  married 
October  15,  1701,  to  Maria  Van  Cortlandt;  from  this  branch  General 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  descended.  "  Killian  conveyed  to  bis  younger 
brother  Hendrick,  on  tbe  first  day  of  June,  1704,  the  Clavorack  or  Lower 
Manor,  together  with  1500  acres  from  the  upper  manor,  including  Green- 
bush,  running  back  one  mile,  together  with  an  island  in  tbe  Hudson  river." 

The  New  York  Church  Record  a».y&  :  "Married  May,  1689,  Hendrick 
Van  Rensselaer  —  young  man  of  Rensselaerwyck  to  Catrina  Van  Brugh  — 
young  woman,"  Her  baptism  was  also  found,  "daughter  of  Johannes 
Pieterse  Van  Brugh  and  Katrina  Roeloffsen  ;  "  the  godmother  was  Judith 
Bayard.  Catharine  Roeloffsen  was  a  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Anneke 
Jans  and  Roloff  Jansen  Van  Maesterlandt,  She  married  Johannes  Van 
Brugh  and  their  daughter  Catrina  was  tbe  wife  of  Hendrick  Van  Rensse- 
laer. The  second  son  of  Hendrick  was  Col.  Kiliaen  who  getroui  met 
(married)  Arriaantie  Sobuyler,  be  bad  four  soons  and  three  doegters. 
Major  Gen.  Henry  K.  geboren  (born)  den  25  July,  1744;  getrout  met 
Alida  Bratt,  September  19,  1764.  Philip  born  1747;  married  Maria 
Sanders  Feb.  15,  1768.  Nicholas  born  1754,  married  iillaie  Van  Buren. 
Killian  K.  born  1763,  married  Margaretta  Sanders.  Catharine  married 
William  H.  Ludlow.  Elsie  married  Abraham  Lansing,  Maria  married 
Leonard  Gansevoort.  Coi,  KiUaea  Van  Rensselaer  waa  chairman  of  tbe 
general  Committee  of  Safety, 


Got.  Kiliaen  Van  Rensnelaer. 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents  that  Wc:  Henry  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer  and  Leonard  Gaaaevoort  Junr.  do  for  divers  good  Causes 
us  thereunto  moving  hereby  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  Abraham 
A.  Lansing  of  tbe  City  of  Albany,  Merchant,  our  true  and  lawful  Attor- 
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—     d  N  m        d  Stead  to  take  Charge  of  all  the  Busi- 

Kiliaen  Van  Recsselaer  deceased  to 
b         8  N  m  1*         tors  to  the  said  Estate,  to  call  ia  all 

D  b     d      to  E  d      pay  all  such  Debts  aa  are  due  to  any 

P  P  ims  against  the  said  Estate  all  which 

A  dh         tobd  etothe  said  Business  we  do  hereby 

ratify  and  confirm. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  Hands  &  Seals  this 
twenty- seventh  Day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  &  Bightj-four.  Henry  K.  V.  Eensselaer, 

P,  Van  Rensselaer, 
NicH"'.  V.  Rensselaer, 
K.  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Leonard  Gansevooet,  Jr. 
Sealed  &  delivered  In  the  Presence  of, ) 
Smri/  Van.  Rensselaer,  1784.        j 

A  melancholy  thrillia  the  result  of  drawing  from  the  files  of  dasty  papers, 
as  found  in  its  appropriate  nook  on  the  shelves,  this  document  showing 
the  intellectual  powers  of  those  who  have  been  resting  peacefully,  for  gene- 
rations, in  the  quiet  grave.  Yet  onoe,  in  this  now  ancient  domicile  they 
yearly  counted  the  milestones  passed  on  their  road  to  rest. 

My  maternal  grandmother,  Ma,ria  Sanders,  daughter  of  Robert  Sanders 
and  wife  of  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  together  with  Margaretta  Sanders, 
daughter  of  John  Sanders,  and  wife  of  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  were 
descendants  of  Rev.  Lawrence  Sanders  who  suffered  martyrdom  at  Coventry, 
England,  1556,  during  the  reigo  of  Bloody  Mary.  He  was  confined 
in  the  same  prison  with  Archbishop  Cranmer,  "  A  pardon  was  offered 
him  if  he  would  recant;  but  be  rejected  it  with  disdain,  and  embraced 
the  stake  saying;  '  Welcome,  cross  of  Christ!  welcoirhe  everlaUmg  life !' 
One  of  his  descendants  writes  :  '  I  always  feel  a  glow  of  devotional  dignity, 
when  I  read  this  last  dying  offering  of  unwaveringfdth,  from  one,  who  is 
to  both  of  us  a  common  ancestor,  for  none  suffered  more  heroically  than 
Sanders.'  Cranmer,  having  less  courage  at  first,  signed  a  paper  subsorib- 
ing  to  the  doctrine  of  the  papal  supremacy  and  the  real  presence." 
"  Queen  Mary,  however,  with  great  perfidiousness  determined  his  re- 
oautation  should  avail  him  nothing;  but  when  required  to  acknowledge 
his  errors  in  church,  before  the  people,  he  surprised  the  audience  by 
deolaring  his  deep  regret  for  signing  that  paper.  When  led  to  executiou, 
as  the  flames  encircled  his  bodj-,  he  stretched  ut  h  ht  1  d  th 
blazing  fire  till  it  was  utterly  consumed  saying  Th  h  dh  ^  d  d 
When  it  dropped  ofi'  he  discovered  a  great  se       ty    f  t  h 

died    with  perfect   composure :  thus,  the   tw    f       d.   w  g    n 

together  where  there  was  do  more  sorrow  or  |  Th    w  d  w      i  tw 

sons  of  Rev.  Lawrence   Sanders,  immediately    ft      th     m    ty  1  m 
great  distress,  escaped  to  Rotterdam  in  Holla  d   th  t  p    t    t     t 

point  of  refuge  to  the  Englisl  t      Th       h  d      d  te  t     k 

refugees,  there  found  a  genial       d  afe  h  me  t     I  ttl     H  II  nd  w  th  h 
brave  churches  and  free  peopl     ba  ked  up  1  y    h  p    dyk  d  b  d 

swamps,  was  the  fearless  defende  and  d  fiant  fu  of  the  protestant 
world."  And  from  the  mom  nt  a  el  -n  u  t  m  planted  his  foot  in 
Rotterdam,  or  any  part  of  H  II  n  1  1  b  me  the  guest  and  protege  of 
tbis  unique  and  tiighsouled  (     ]  1        It     a  th     haven  of  rest  the 

wanderers  were  kiudly  receiv  d     nte  ta  ned  and  ult  mately  settled. 
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After  resii^ing  in  Holland  about  ninety  years,  a  descendant  named 
EJsie  Sanders  with  Ler  two  children  came  to  New  York,  one  raored  south 
and  the  other  son  married  into  the  family  of  Captain  Alexander  Glen  of 
Schenectady,  "In  1765,  hy  the  purchase  of  the  interest  of  bnth  John 
G-len  of  Albany,  and  John  Glen  jr.,  of  Seheaectady,  for  £4000,  Johannes 
Sanders  beeamo  sole  owner  of  the  Glen  estate  in  the  present  town  of 
Glenville."  Whenever  the  original  patentees  of  the  surrounding  soil, 
branched  out  into  the  wilderness  from  Port  Orange  to  cultivate  their 
estates, a  fortification  was  invariably  erected,  aufficientlj  eonvenientto  their 
dwellings  for  refuge,  and  strong  enough  to  protect  them,  from  the  dreaded 
visits  of  their  savage  foe.  The  first  establishinent  of  this  kind  "  over-the- 
pines,"  flourished  so  rapidly,  that  it  was  soon  dignified  with  the  name  of 
Dorp,  (literally,  the  "  city  at  the  end  of  the  pine  woods  ").  On  each  side 
of  its  beautiful  river  —  the  Mohawk  —  numberless  other  ones  soon  like- 
wise rose,  though  on  a  smaller  scale,  and  became  the  frequent  resort  of 
those  friendly  Indians  who  wished  to  dispose  of  peltry,  to  procure  neces- 
saries, to  conclude  treaties,  or,  perhaps,  to  celebrate  their  pagan  orgies. 
"  These  Mohawk  Indians,  were  the  Spartans  of  North  America,  the  head 
nation  of  the  Iroquois  oonfederacy,  the  chivalrous  knights-errant  of  the 
western  world.  The  ohase  was  mere  pastime ;  war  and  its  surroundings 
was  their  element.  The  redress  of  real  or  imaginary  wrongs  to  them- 
selves or  others,  was  pleasure  to  the  h  ru  gk  hts  d  wh  d  y 
called,  from  the  three  castles  on  th  ]V  h  wk  h  w  J 
forth.     They  went,  zealously  ben 

plunder,  murder,  no  matter  what,  w  h  m  h 

terror  of  their  name  ensured  a  saf    p  d  h    p  ta  ta 

ftom  the  Mohawk  valley  to  their  b  m         h     Ch  pp  w         d 

other  nations  from  the  north,  or  f    m   h  h  wk  y  to  h         d 

the  defiant  and  unprincipled  Ch  dm  h  h 

AlcKauder    the  Great  was.  never  m  m  h  p 

marches  into  unknown   lands,  than  w  h  t 

since  Scotia  was  settled,  these  knightly  warriors  visited  North  Carohna 
on  an  errand  of  mercy,  punished  the  Oherokees  by  an  overwhelming  defeat, 
rescued  the  Tuscarora  Indians,  who  had  been  nearly  extirpated  by  them  — 
and  strange  magnanimity —  returned  with  all  the  survivors  to  their  own 
valley,  and  adopted  them  as  the  sixth  tribe  in  the  great  Iroquois  confed- 
eracy ;  nor  is  that  a.  tithe  of  their  powers,  for  three  weeks  the  Mohawks 
held  Montreal  in  full  possession,  control  and  plunder.  Such  were  the 
Mohawks  of  Scotia's  early  days,  and  always  devoted  friends  to  the  Dutch ; 
but,  they  were  barbarous  after  all,  and  the  whole  white  population  were 
too  sparse,  weak  and  timid,  to  interfere  with  the  ohivalric  customs  of  these 
noble  knights  of  the  tomahawk,  blunderbuss,  bow  and  arrow.  There  is 
a  hillock  not  far  from  the  present  Scotia  house,  where,  after  their  return 
from  warlike  or  plundering  expeditions,  they  were  wont  to  sacrifice  their 
victims;  even  so  late  as  the  time  of  Colonel  Jacob  Glen,  a  Mohegan 
Indian  was  burned  on  the  spot.  This  surely  was  revolting,  but  the 
monarcha  of  the  valley,  owners  of  the  soil,  willed  it  so,  and  nothing  was 
left  to  civilization,  but  to  mitigate  or  ameliorate.  And  this  the.  Christian 
pioneers  accomplished,  when  possible,  and  many  acts  of  kindness,  which 
according  to  the  accounts  of  the  French  themselves,  were  rendered  hy  the 
Glens  of  Scotia  to  parties  captured  by  the  Mohawks." 

At  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  Schenectady  by  the  French  and  In- 
dians, on  February  8,  1690,  the  Glen  family,  then  residing  at  Scotia,  in 
Glenville,  were  all  preserved  because  of  previous  kindness  to  French 
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captives.  About  five  years  before  the  burning  of  the  citj,  towards  sun- 
down of  a  beautiful  summer's  afternoon  (when  the  original  large  atone 
house  at  Scotia  was  still  standing),  a  large  party  of  Mohawk  Indians  just 
returned  from  one  of  tlieir  marauding  expeditions  near  Montreal,  encamped 
on  the  Scotia  flats,  just  before  Mr.  Glen's  residence.  In  that  day  of  abo- 
riginal power  they  claimed  clear  right  to  do  BO  as  the  original  sovereigns 
of  the  soil.  The  party  was  in  a  high  state  of  elation  and  triumph, 
having  captured  a  Roman  Catholic  Jesuit  priest,  against  whom  they  enter- 
tained extreme  antipathy.  The  reason  of  this  was ;  the  Mohawks  were 
protestaots  after  their  own  fashion,  heeaKsc  the  Dutch  were ;  and  this 
priest  with  others  had  proselyted  among  them,  and  caused  some  as  a 
catholic  party  to  remove  into  Canada;  eighty  of  whom  from  the  north, 
under  their  Great  Agnier,  chief  of  the  Iroquois,  returned  in  1690  with  the 
French  to  destroy  Schenectady.  Wishing  to  be  absent  for  a  few  days, 
the  Indians  brought  their  captive  to  Capt.  Glen,  requesting  he  might  be 
safely  looked  in  his  cellar  during  their  absence  ;  as  on  their  return  it  was 
intended  to  have  a  jubilee,  in  torturing  and  other  savage  cruelties,  before 
he  was  pul  to  death  by  a  grand  roasting  for  their  pious  sacrifice.  The 
philanthropic  Capt.  Glen  '  did  not  see  it  in  that  light,'  but  (determined  to 
effect  his  rescue  if  it  could  be  done  without  exciting  the  enmity  of  his 
forKiidable  visitors)  with  inimitable  composure  said  the  Mohawks  were  his 
friends,  and  he  felt  pleasure  at  all  proper  times  to  oblige  them.  Capt.  Glen 
was  aware  of  the  confidence  the  Indians  placed  in  him,  also  of  their  credulity 
and  superstition,  he  therefore  raised  this  clear  m'ghted,  well  intended,  and 
formidable  objection  :  "  In  this  case  I  cannot  take  the  responsibility,  the 
prisoner  is  a  priest,  and  priests  are  wizzards,  different  from  a  mere  man,  and 
could  go  through  any  key  hole.  Suppose  the  priest  was  gone  in  the  morning, 
what  then'  ?"  Ho  further  remarked  "  that  they  could  not  hold  him,  the 
Great  Spirit  would  assist  him,  he  was  sure  to  escape,  and  then  they  would 
blame  him.  No  J  can  take  no  risk."  But  one  thing  he  proposed  with 
wise  solemnity  (giving  the  Indians  the  key)  if  they  would  lock  the  prisoner 
in  the  cellar,  keeping  the  key  themselves,  and  not  hold  him  responsible, 
they  might  do  so.  This  being  satisfactorily  arranged,  the  wretched  clergy- 
man, their  destined  victim,  was  locked  in  the  cellar,  and  the  Indians  left 
in  quest  of  further  plunder,  having  the  key  with  them.  Mr.  Glen  Lad 
also  suggested  at  a  proper  time,  in  a  quiet  way  and  to  the  proper  ears, 
that  early  in  the  morning  be/ore  day  light,  he  should  send  his  team  to 
Albany  with  peas,  to  bring  back  salt,  so  as  to  excite  no  suspicions  about 
movements  contemplated.  The  noble  Mohawks,  as  was  customary  after  a 
campaign,  got  their  rum  from  Schenectady,  then  feasted,  drank,  danced, 
shouted  and  sang,  until  the  laee  small  hours  iu  the  morning,  when 
exhausted  nature  and  even  their  dogs  settled  into  stupid  repose ;  while 
the  imprisoned  one  was  suffering  a  degree  of  mental  agony  easily  ima- 
gined. This  lull,  Capt.  Glen,  his  wife  and  faithful  slaves  having 
watched,  the  prison  door  was  opened  with  a  duplicate  key,  and  the  captive 
priest  placed  on  a  wagon  in  a  hogshead  with  the  lower  end  out,  and  the 
bang-hole  to  breathe  through  and  with  a  good  team.  The  wagon  with  two 
negro  men  was  soon  passing  close  by  the  Indian  encampment  containing, 
as  was  supposed,  peas  for  the  Albany  market.  When  safely  arrived  in 
the  city,  on  delivery  of  a  letter  from  Capt,  Glen  to  friends,  be  was  taken 
in  a  sloop  to  New  York,  and  from  thence  sailed  to  Quebec.  On  his  arrival 
ho  reported  himself  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  telling  of  his 
capture  and  the  extreme  kindness  of  Capt,  Alexander  Glen. 

The  morning  came  and  the  Mohawks  haviug  an  important  mission  od 
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hand,  rose  earlier  than  usual  and  came  for  their  victim  to  ininioiate  pre- 
vious to  their  departure.  They  found  the  cellar  closed,  but  Ike  priest  Jiown. 
The  shouts  were  awful  and  the  agonies  of  disapointed  justice  simply  dia- 
bolical;  but  when  the  captain  appeared,  he  oalj  said  to  his  friends,  "  i 
fold  you  30,  I  told  yoa  m.  Priests  are  loizzards;  "  and  they  reluctantly 
responded  that  Condac  (hia  Indian  name)  was  right.  Publicity,  after 
such  a  joke  on  warriors,  was  impolitic,  nor  was  it  ever  known  that  any  of 
the  MohawliB  of  that  generation  discovered  the  deception;  but  this  kind 
act  bore  abundant  and  blessed  fruit  to  the  G-len  family.  Subsequently, 
during  King  William's  war,  or  the  seven  years'  war.  Count  Frontetiao, 
governor  of  Canada  sent  out  several  parties  against  the  English  colonies. 
One  expedition,  consisting  of  Frenchmen  and  Indian  allies,  was  dispatched 
for  Schenectady  with  expressdireotions  not  to  injure  or  molest  Captain  Glen 
of  Scotia  or  any  of  hia  relations  in  consideration  of  his  humane  coaduct 
ty      Ih    p    pi      f  S  h        t  dy  th       h  th  y 
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night  in  a  terrible  storm  j  and  twenty-five  of  those  fugitives,  lost  their 
limbs  in  the  flight,  through  the  severity  of  the  frost." 

"  Symon  Jacobse  Schermorhorn  rode  to  Albany  by  way  of  Niskayune  to 
carry  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  massacre,  although  shot  through  the  thigh 
and  his  horse  wounded.  His  son  Johannes  together  with  his  three  negroes 
were  killed  on  that  fatal  night.  The  news  of  this  dreadful  tragedy 
reached  Albany  about  break  of  day,  and  universal  dread  seized  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city.  A  party  of  horse  was  immediately  diapatobed 
to  Schenectady,  but  the  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  pillaged  the  town  of 
Schenectady  and  then  went  off  with  the  plunder  and  about  forty  of  their 
best  horses.  The  little  garrison  at  Scotia  witnessed  the  coaflagration  and 
took  every  precaution  to  make  good  their  defence  against  the  attack  they 
anticipated  on  themselves.  Before  leaving  the  village,  a  French  officer 
BummoDed  Captain  Glen  to  a  council,  upon  the  shore  of  the  river,  with  the 
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tender  of  personal  safety.  He  at  length  adventured  down,  and  had  the 
great  satistaotion  of  having  fifty  captured  friends  and  relatives  delivered 
to  him,  stating  the  instructions  received  before  leaving  Canada,  and  the 
enemy  departed  making  good  the  promise  that  no  injury  should  be  done 
him.  All  these  destitute  ones  were  housed  and  fed  hy  that  generouB  man 
during;  the  remainder  of  that  exceedingly  severe  winter,  He  had  gained 
much  by  good  will  James  W  Beekman  Esq  ,  of  New  York  city,  whose 
mother,  Catharine  Sanders  was  also  a  descendant  of  Kev.  Lawrence  San- 
ders, has  a  large  and  valuable  memorial  paintin;;  at  a  cost  of  $1600,  re- 
presenting Capt.  Alexander  Glen  receiving  the  company  of  relatives  from 
the  Indians." 

The  scene  is  illustrated  with  much  vividness  and  power,  and  reflects 
high  credit  on  the  chivalric  charaLter  ot  Captain  Ulen.  When  visiting 
the  old  Scotia  Mansion  I  have  often  felt  the  cold  chills  creep  over  me, 
as  I  saw  the  deep  indentation  from  a  hatchet  which  struck  in  the  baluster 
of  the  stairs,  aa  it  was  thrown  by  one  Indian  who  had  a  quarrel  with 
another,  as  he  fled  up  the  stairs  for  protection ,  U  oime  very  near  brain- 
ing Mrs.  Sanders,  who  at  the  moment,  was  coming  down.  It  might  have 
proved  a  sad  circumstance,  but  for  providential  interference.  It  occurred 
thus :  "  Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  our  Revolutionary  war,  and 
Boon  after  the  marriage  of  Judge  John  Sanders  in  1777,  he  and  his  young 
wife  lived  at  Scotia,  while  his  father's  family  resided  at  their  city  mansion. 
At  this  time  the  Mohawks,  siding  with  Sir  John  Johnson  and  other  loy- 
alists, had  removed  to  Canada,  where  a  small  demoralized  body  of  them 
still  resided  at  St.  Regis,  etc,  they  are  blots  on  the  escutcheon  of  their 
old  heraldry,  and  the  mere  victims  of  debasement,  profligacy  and  rum. 
The  Oneidas,  siding  with  the  settlers  of  the  Mohawk  valley,  were  much 
among  the  farmers,  and  often  located  in  one  of  the  two  kitchens  of  the 
old  Scotia  house.  It  was  on  such  an  occasion,  that  two  Oneida  braves 
quarreling,  one  of  them  so  wicked,  that  he  was  called  stout  Nick,  chased 
the  other  with  a  tomahawk  up  a  flight  of  stairs.  The  deadly  instrument 
fortunately  missed  both  Mrs.  Sanders  and  the  Indian,  but  showed  the 
Oneida's  fldelity  of  intention  by  the  deep  gasb  in  the  baluster.  This 
affair  drew  much  attention  at  the  time,  bat  the  lady  would  not  allow 
the  savage  to  be  punished,  and  this  incident  illustrates  that  the  early 
pioneers  of  this  beautiful  and  j-omantic  valley  sometimes  had  rather 
strange  associates." 

Waiter  WiLm,  in  his  Ballad,  "In  which  is  set  forth  the  horrid  cruel- 
ties practised  by  the  French  and  Indians  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  last 
February,  the  which  I  did  compose  hist  night  in  the  space  of  one  hour; 
and  am  now  writing,  the  morning  of  Pryday,  June  12tli,  1690,"  gives 
this  interesting  relic  of  antiquity: 
"  Tlie  news  came  on  the  Sabbath  morn,    "  Our  Boldiers  fell  upon  their  rear. 

Just  att  the  break  of  day,-  And  killed  twenty-five  ; 

And  with  a  conipaaie  of  liotse  Our  young  men.  were  so  mucll  enrag'd 

I  galloped  away.  They  took  scarce  one  alive. 

"But  soon  we  found  tlie  French  were  gone  "And  hero  I  end  the  long  taliad. 
With  all  their  great  bootye;  The  which  you  juat  have  redde; 

And  then  their  trail  we  did  pursue,  I  wish  that  it  may  stay  on  earth 
As  was  our  true  dntye.  Long  after  1  am  dead." 

We  truly  "rejoice  that  we  are  Americans,  and  feel  proud  that  we  aro 
the  descendants  of  Dutchmen,"  for  with  gratitude  and  great  equanimity 
we  can  trace  far  back  our  Dutch  ancestry,  engaged  in  ohivalric  achieve- 
ments and  wonderful  acts  of  bravery  in  defending  their  country  and  homes. 
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with  the  liberty  to  worship  God,  We  perceive  that  the  shadows  have  all 
passed  away,  and  the  luminous  track  they  have  left  behind  them,  has  lost 
none  of  its  brilliancy.  Filial  affection  incites  me  to  record,  as  a  just  me- 
moriat  of  their  innate  heroism,  virtue  and  intelligence,  that  amidst  all  tbe 
various  trying  vicissitudes  of  "  soul  stirring  times,"  they  have  undoubtedly 
deserved  the  highest  plaudits  of  honor  and  respect. 

In  this  chronicle  of  past  days,  the  brave  deeds  and  calm  fortitude  dis- 
played by  our  "  honored  dead,"  in  their  heroic  achievements  and  trying 
exigencies  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  you  cannot  but  notice  that  their 
services  were  of  a  marked  character.  Also  in  what  a  very  remarkable 
manner  Qod  smiled  upon,  and  prospered  our  army  and  fleet;  emancipating 
from  thralldom  those  who  were  willing  to  encounter  the  troubles  incident 
to  that  fearful  struggle,  thus  proving  the  American  people  would  "never 
consent  to  a  semblance  of  monarchical  government  but  only  to  he  governed 
by  just  law."  A  generation  and  more  has  passed  away  since  those  thrilling 
events  midst  scenes  of  peril  daring  the  revolutionary  war,  and  war  with 
England;  and  thousands  who  oould  boast  oF  a  venerable  aggregate  of 
years,  and  were  cognizant  of  the  very  important  services  rendered  by  our 
"loved  ones,"  have  also  become  tenants  of  the  silent  tomb.  "  It  is  time 
that  the  reminiscences  of  the  pioneers  were  gathered  together,  before  the 
last  of  them  shall  have  passed  away,  for  one  by  one  the  landmarks  are 
falling  and  the  records  of  memory  are  fast  being  obliterated,  leaving  little 
enough  to  be  gleaned  at  the  present  time.  Much  that  transpired  in  the 
American  revolution  in  the  great  struggle  with  England  for  American 
nationality  when  the  halter  and  not  the  laurel  was  the  promised  meed  of 
patriotic  daring,  are  already  lost  and  forgotten  in  the  quiet  graves  of  their 
authors.  Time  ia  leaving  sad  and  mournful  testimonies  of  the  havoc 
which  death  is  making  in  the  old  generation.  Muoh  valuable  information 
relating  to  the  '  time-yellowed  documents '  and  early  chronicles  of  old 
Albany  and  its  ancient  families  could  only  be  obtained  from  '  those  honored 
relies  of  the  past,'  and  with  their  decease  will  inevitably  perish  every 
memorial,  tradition,  reminiscence,  and  important  historic  facts  connected 
in  a  tender  veneration  with  the  colonial  ohronioles  of  the  country  and  the 
ancestral  records  of  families."  Therefore  "  let  us  garner  up  our  notices  of 
past  ages,  and  preserve  them  in  the  archives  of  the  country  :  we  shall 
please  and  instruct  ourselves  by  so  doing,  and  make  posterity  lastingly 
indebted  to  us  for  the  deed."  These  details,  however,  even  when  "  penned 
under  the  most  favorable  auspices,"  are  not  always  satisfactory.  "  What 
pleases  one  will  not  always  please  another,  and  that  which  some  readers 
would  be  most  desirous  to  retain  would  possibly  be  the  first  rejected  by 
others;  portionsraay  be  too  prohxtosuit  fastidious  tastes."  Hut  "  DegustibuB 
non  est  disputondum,"  80  we  will  deoidedly  give  the  precedency  to  a  few 
antiquated  family  letters,  a  relic  of  the  "  genuine  Enicfcerbockers,"  they 
will  serve  to  reunite  the  thread  of  generations,  which  has  been  deeply 
buried  in  the  rubbish  of  years.  I  prefer  to  transoribe  the  literal  speci- 
mens out  of  a  host  of  correspondence  —  so  intensely  interesting  as  to  be 
difficult  to  make  a  selection  —  without  correction  though  frequently  abbre- 
viated. Since  that  time  orthography  has  undergone  great  revisions  and 
superfluous  letters  have  been  discarded.  Dividing  seoteooes  by  points  or 
pauses  was  but  little  understood,  while  capital  letters  were  constantly  in- 
troduced to  make  the  meaning  more  effective,  yet  in  a  couple  of  centuries, 
our  present  lexicons  may  seem  very  antiquated,  and  our  orthography 
quite  as  obsolete. 

The  venerable  patriarch  on  our  maternal  side,  Robert  Sanders,  was 
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born  io  Schenectady  July  15th,  1705.  He  was  married  January  10,  1747, 
to  Elizabeth  Schuyler  daughter  of  Col.  PETEa  ScuuytER,  the  first  mayor 
of  Albany.  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler  was  also  the  grandfatlier  of  Gen. 
Philip  Schuyler.  He  was  called  Quider  by  the  Indians,  ioatead  of  F 
which  they  could  not  pronounce;  "  his  influence  over  tliem  was  so  {^  . 
whatever  he  recommended  or  disapproved,  had  the  force  of  law."  In 
times  of  unusual  danger,  or  cases  in  which  both  English  and  the  Five  na- 
tions were  interested,  Peter  Schuyler,  who  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment 
and  great  moderation,  conducted  councils  with  the  Indiana  at  Albany. 
"  Lieut,  Robert  Sanders,  a  member  of  the  Albany  Convention,  the  highest 
official  body  in  the  province,  was  commander  of  Indian  forces;  his  sagacity 
and  true  knowledge  of  Indian  character,  had  called  him  to  this  office.  Robert 
Sanders  was  one  of  those  highly  trusted  messengers  sent  with  all  possible 
8peed  to  Onondaga,  that  especial  care  should  be  taken  to  state  in  the 
Indian's  General  Oouncil  at  Onondaga  '  that  Albany  is  the  prefixed  house 
to  treat  and  speak  with  all  sorts  of  people,  and  tbose  who  strive  to  make 
peace  or  cession  with  the  French,  must  be  looked  upon  as  persons  who 
design  to  make  a  breach  in  the  silver  covenant  chain  which  has  so  many 
years  been  kept  inviolable  with  the  government.  Arnout  Cornelise  ac- 
companied Lieut.  Sanders."  Mr.  Sanders  was  a  true  philanthropist;  no 
man  had  broader  sympathies,  or  could  have  been  more  devot«d  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  distracted  country.  His  energy,  prudence  and  judicious  ad- 
justment of  abstruse  points,  together  with  his  marvelous  activity,  was  seen 
in  the  labors  of  his  every  day  life.  He  loved  the  soil  that  gave  him  birth, 
and  we  reverence  him  for  his  efForts  to  advance  the  interests  of  Ihe  land. 

"  December,  1669,  Robert  Sanders  paid  9  gilders,  16  stivers  [about  four 
dollars]  for  the  use  of  the  great  pall  at  the  burial  of  his  mother,  Maria 
Wendell.  In  April,  1682,  Robert  Sanders's  wife  was  paid  36  gilders  for 
9  cans  Canary  wine  for  sacramental  use  in  the  old  church  of  Domiaie 
G.  Schaats.  The  acting  deacon  in  16S3  for  the  year  was  Peter  Schuyler, 
In  1693  Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer  officiated  and  carried  round  the  kerk 
sackie  or  collection  bag."  September  30,  1715,  Grandmama's  Journal 
says :  "  The  first  child  was  baptised  in  the  new  church,  B.  V.  Augen ; 
the  widow  of  Jonas  Oothout,  at  the  Flats,  and  died  and  was  buried  fryday, 
the  28th  feb'y  1806.  The  iast  Service  the  bell  of  the  old  church  did  was 
for  her  funeral  in  the  Old  Church.  She  was  90  years,  5  mouths  in 
Sept.  1S05."  A  funeral  appeared  more  like  a  festival,  than  the  solemn  se- 
pulture of  the  dead ;  it  was  the  custom,  to  provide  refreshments  at  funerals, 
a  practice  which  continued  in  vogue  for  one  hundred  years,  and  even  as  late 
as  1825.  Koekjes  (small,  sweet  cakes),  were  carried  round  at  such  times  in 
large  baskets.  Wine  was  carried  out  in  pails,  freely  drank,  and  many  would 
go  home  from  a  funeral  drunk.  The  reason  for  it  was  given  that,  its  inhabit- 
ants were  sparsedly  settled  over  a  large  territory, and  many  had  to  go  a  great 
distance  to  attend  funerals.^  Smoking,  too,  was  an  attendant  on  theprevail- 
ing  habit  as  the  following  order  from  Col.  Dl,  Claus  will  show  : 
..gir;  "Monday,  27th  May,  1770. 

"  I  havesent  the  bearer  for  four  dozen  of  Pipes  and  afewpoundsof  Tobacco, 
for  the  burial  of  Mr.  Raworth's  child  wh'  please  to  charge  me.  To  Maj'r 
Jellea  Fonda.  D,  Claus  " 

'  "  Schoerie,  March  29, 17S8.  Then  lieeeived  of  John  Schuyler  the  sum  of  Twenty 
Shilings  for  the  five  galing  (gallons)  of  Rum  at  the  Bearing  (burying)  of  Maria 
Bratt.  Kecd  byme,  JohnLawyer." 
3 
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"  It  is  notorious  that  men  did  not  always  write  their  own  names  correctly 
in  these  early  times  and  they  knew  nothing  in  reference  to  philology." 
An  Order  given  138  years  since  to  return  the  money  advanced  by  Bobert  Sanders. 
Exchange  for  £91.  3.  4  sterling.  ^0^*0"  1'''  ^^1  I>ec.,  1747. 

At  Thirty  days  Sight  (or  as  soon  as  Money  shall  be  raised  By  the  Par- 
liament to  pay  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  raised  for  the  '  Late  Intendecl 
Expedition  against  Canada.')  Be  Pleased  to  pay  this  my  Fonrth  Bill 
(first,  Second  &  Third  of  the  same  Tenor  and  Date  not  Paid)  Unto  Messrs 
Storke  &  Champion,  or  order  the  sum  of  Ninety-one  Pounds,  Three 
Shillings,  &  four  pence.  Subject  to  the  usual  Stoppage  or  Deduction 
made  at  the  pay  office,  Value  Keoeived  of  Robert  Sanders,  it  Being 
my  full  pay  as  an  Ensign  of  foot  in  Col.  Joseph  Dwights  Regiment  for 
the  Expedition  afores^  as  oertiflcat*  on  the  other  side  may  more  fully 
appear. 

To  The  Right  Honi>i'  the  Stephen  Kino. 

Paymaster  General  of  his  Majesties  Forces. 
Colony  of  Nem  ISngland. 

Pursuant  to  His  Majesty's  Commands,  signified  to  ua  dated  the  30th 
July,  1847,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Troops  raised  for  the  Late  In- 
tended Expedition  against  Canada,  and  settling  the  Pay  due  to  them. 
We  do  hereby  Certify  the  Right  Honorable  the  Paymaster  General  of 
His  Majesty's  Forces,  That  Stephen  King  Gentlem"  was  an  Ensign  of 
Foot  in  Colonel  Joseph  Dwight's  Regiment,  raised  within  the  Province 
of  the  Masaachusets  Bay  for  the  said  Expedition  ;  and,  that  there  is  due 
to  him  for  his  Pay  ninety-one  pounds,  three  shillings  &  four  pence  Sterg 
for  which  we  have  given  him  this  Certificate,  till  Money  shall  be  raised 
by  Parliament  for  paying  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  levied  for  the  said 
Expedition,  and  defraying  all  other  Expenses  thereof:  Which  Certificate 
is  to  Entitle  him  to  the  full  Sum  above  Specified.  Subject  to  the  Usual 
Stoppages  or  Deductions  made. 

Given  under  Our  Hands  this  17th  day  of  November,  1747. 
(Wen)  Shirley.  ^^'^^^  Knowlks. 

In  April  1748  the  war  was  ended  by  the  treaty  of  peace  signed  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle  "  by  which  restitution  was  made,  on  both  sides,  of  all  places 
taken  during  the  hostilities,  and  the  colony  enjoyed  a  period  of  general 
tranquillity.  The  inhabitants  vigorously  pursued  the  arts  of  peace,  and 
by  industry,  economy  and  enterprise,  repaired,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
losses  sustained  in  the  preceding  war.  But  no  sooner  was  peace  con- 
cluded, than  the  English  parliament  resumed  the  plan  of  taxing  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  to  justify  their  attempts,  said,  that  the  money  to  be  raised  was 
that  the  colonies  might  erect  fortifications,  raise  troops,  etc.,  with  power 
to  draw  on  the  British  treasury  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  same,  the  whole 
■ultimafsli/  to  be  reimbursed  %  *  tax/rom  the  mother  country  on  the  colonies. 
This  plan  was  objected  to  by  the  sagacious  Franklin  who  said  the  Ame- 
ricans would  never  submit  to  a  tax  that  would  render  them  servile.  In 
1750,  the  entries  at  New  York  wore  two  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  the 
clearances  two  hundred  and  eighty-sis.  Above  six  thousand  tons  of  pro- 
visions, chiefly  flour,  were  exported,  besides  large  quantities  of  grain,  but 
unfortunately  the  flour  for  the  present  seemed  to  rank  among  the  worth- 
less treasures  owing  to  stringent  restraints." 


•d  by  Google 


Legacy  op  Historical  Gleanings.  19 

Henry  0.  Bogart  to  Bdbert  Sanders, 
iig;  "  Kingston,  Jamaica,  2d  October,  1753, 

Your  Thirty-two  Barrels  Flour  wliicli  you.  were  pleas'd  to  address  me 
with,  I  reoeiv'd  pr  Capt.  Thomas  Hill,  which  I'm  Sorry  to  acquaint  you  are 
come  to  a  Deplorable  Ma,rkett  have  dow  about  three  Hundred  Barrels  Flour 
of  my  first  Cargo  on  hand,  &  see  no  Prospect  of  Markett  rising  so  that  I 
fear  will  be  oblig'd  to  Stay  here  the  Winter  without  being  able  to  En- 
courage my  Friends  to  Ship  me  a  Oask  of  G-oods  however  if  Times  sboul'd 
take  a  Turn  shall  make  bold  to  ask  your  further  Favours.  This  beiog  the 
Needful  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  none  will  be  more  ready  to  Serve 
you  than  "  Sir  Your  Obedt. 

"  Humble  Servt, 

"Henrt  C.  Booakt. 

"  Fine  Flour  17s.  &d  to  20s.  Common  12».  to  12s.  6d.  Bread  lis.  to  12s. 
Pork  76s.  Beef  30s.  Hams  Gd.  to  ^d.  Sugar  28s.  to  32s.  Gd.  Rum  3s.  Ud. 
to  3s.  3rf. 

"  To  Mr.  Robert  Sanders,  Esq.  In  Albany." 

"  Peaoe  was  of  abort  duration.  The  French  possessed  Canada  and 
made  encroachments  upon  the  English  possessions  and  mutual  injuries 
succeeded.  They  took  pains  to  secure  the  friendship  and  assistance  of 
the  natives  and  by  their  measures  excited  a  jealousy  in  the  IDnglisb  nation, 
which  soon  broke  forth  in  open  war.  The  nest  year  several  expeditions 
were  undertaken  in  America  against  the  French  but  all  were  not  success- 
ful. In  1755,  G-eneral  Braddock  marched  against  Fort  Du  Quesae,  but 
in  penetrating  through  the  wilderness,  he  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  suffered 
a  total  defeat  and  he  was  killed.  A  part  of  his  troops  were  saved  by 
flight  under  the  conduct  of  Col.  George  Washington.  This  ill  success, 
and  other  equally  disastrous  enterprises,  \eit  the  English  settlements  in 
America  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  both  the  French  and  Indians. 
Fort  Edward  was  built  this  year  and  6000  troops  stationed  there;  it  was 
a  military  post  of  considerable  importance  and  was  at  first  called  Port 
Lyman  in  honor  of  General  Lyman  who  superintended  its  erection.  On 
September  8lb,  the  celebrated  battle  of  Lake  G-eorge  was  fought  between 
the  provincial  troops  under  Major  Gen.  Johnson,  aided  by  a  body  of  In- 
dians under  Hendrick,  the  Mohawk  chieftain,  and  a  body  of  French  Cana- 
dians and  Indians.  G-en.  Johnson  proposed  to  divide  bis  forces  into  three 
parties.  Hendrick  took  three  sticks,  and  putting  them  together,  said  to 
him  :  '  Put  these  together,  and  yon  can't  break  them.  Take  them  one  by 
one,  and  you  will  break  them  easily.'  The  hint  succeeded  and  Hendrick's 
sticks  saved  the  party,  but  the  Indian  warrior,  Hendriek,  was  slain.  On 
June  9,  1756,  war  was  declared  between  England  and  Prance,  it  was 
called  the  iSeven  Years  War;  the  colonies  furnished  supplies  of  men  and 
money  to  carry  on  the  war,  but  the  right  to  tas  was  not  allowed." 

We  select  the  following  record  of  an  early  order  from  the  military  ac- 
counts, together  with  extracts  from  letters  to  my  maternal  great  grand 
Bi re,  Robert  Sanders,  being  119  years  old;  they  contain  interesting 
items  of  this  early  French  and  Indian  war. 

"  Reel  this  6tt  July,  1756,  from  Robert  Sanders  Twenty  Inch  White 
pine  Boards  for  the  use  of  The  Massachusetts  forces.     I  say  Rec^  pf  Me. 

"  Dan'  Hill." 
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Bobert  &  Eidiard  Ray  to  Moiert  Sanders. 

"  Dear  Sir.  "  ^^'^  ^"""^  ^^'"y-  ^^>  '^'^^'^^ 

"Your  always  agreable  favour  of  the  12  Instant  pr :  Mr.  Tenbroeck  wo 
Dulj  Reed  as  also  one  hundred  pounds  in  Cash  which  you  sent  dowQ 
pT  :  him  for  which  we  have  given  him  a  Receipt  and  have  Credited  you 
therefore :  we  have  not  been  able  yet  to  find  a  bill  Esch  ;  of  £30-  or  i€40- 
Sterg  :  or  should  have  purchased  it  to  send  to  Mr.  Bonbonous  as  yon  de- 
sited  :  we  have  now  in  the  harbour  Capt :  Garrisons'  Snow  and  a  packet 
who  will  both  Sail  for  London  in  about  three  weeks;  in  which  time  We 
shall  endeavour  to  get  such  a  bill :  but  if  it  should  fail :  shall  then  send 
one  of  £50-  Ster'g  as  we  Can  always  have  them  of  that  Sum  :  unless  you 
should  ia  the  moan-time  order  the  Contrary  that  fifty  pound  would  be 
more  than  you  would  Chuse:  but  wo  think  ten  pound  more  Could  not  bo 
amiss,  the  three  pipes  of  wine  formerly  mentioned  to  you  we  have  Bought 
at  £23  ;  10  :  pr:  pipe  and  we  Eealj  think  them  as  good  as  them  sent 
you  last  fall,  observe  what  you  Say  in  Respect  to  your  Pork :  and  that 
you  would  not  have  Bought  it  had  you  known  of  the  prohibition  laid  on 
provis ;  from  home  which  we  well  believe :  and  are  Sorry  you  medled 
with  it:  we  gave  you  Notice  of  the  prohibition  as  soon  as  we  knew  it: 
but  as  it  is  now  so  it  Can't  be  helped  ;  and  as  you  now  give  ua  order  to 
barter  sd:  pork  for  Rum  &o :  you  may  depend  on  our  best  endeavour 
therewith :  the  same  as  though  you  were  here  yourself  to  do  it :  unlesa 
you  should  order  it  to  Antigua  as  we  Recommended  you  in  our  last  pr  : 
the  post ;  at  present  here  is  little  or  no  business  done,  no  provisions  bought 
or  sold  :  that  Cannot  at  present  Inform  you  of  any  price,  observe  what 
you  Say  in  Regard  to  Mr.  Spencer  ;  Depend  when  any  thing  Can  be  done 
in  that  Affair  shall  take  Care  not  to  neglect  it :  are  Very  Sorry  to  hear 
your  Father  [Barent  Sanders]  and  ray  Elsie's  Father  Continues  poorly 
[Richard  Ray  married  Elsie  Sanders]  hope  the  Lord  will  support  him  in 
his  Siekness'and  give  him  an  Easy  and  happy  change  :  the  letters  Inclos'd 
for  Mr.  Franks  etc.,  shall  he  duly  forwarded.  As  your  Brother  John  and 
you  have  a  great  many  goods  with  us  in  Store :  please  to  let  us  know  by 
who  you  would  have  them  sent  in  the  Spring.  We  are  now  to  Inform 
you  that  a  few  days  ago  we  have  unexpectedly  Ingaged  in  Common  with 
Seven  Merchants  to  purchase  a  Vessel  for  a  Certain  Voyage  and  have 
agreed  to  put  on  board  £500  :  ster:g  Cargo  eaoh  owner ;  the  Vessel  is 
already  bought :  this  Resolution  we  Could  not  have  so  Suddenly  under- 
taken had  it  not  been  for  a  dependance  on  you  for  great  part  of  the  money  : 
and  this  dependance  we  fixed  on  you  from  yours  of  the  7th  Sepf  :  which 
Accompanied  your  Chest  now  in  our  house  :  in  which  you  Say  was  a  large 
Sum  of  Money  and  desired  us  to  put  some  out  to  good  hands  at  6  per  '"■ : 
as  such  we  shall  now  want  from  you  Eight  hundred  pounds  Currency  say 
£800  ;  ~ :  —  So  we  desire  you  will  send  down  the  key  of  S''  Chest  by 
the  Return  of  the  post ;  and  we  will  joyntly  give  and  send  you  our  obli- 
gation for  the  above  Sum  :  and  will  Repay  you  the  money  any  time  on 
three  months  Notice.  You  may  Depend  your  Money  is  quite  Safe  in  our 
hands  :  as  weare  determined  to  Insure  our  whole  Interest  as  Such  large  Sums 
are  frequently  let  out  here  at  5  p  =1 ;  pf :  Annum:  we  leave  that  to  you  to 
say  whether  it  must  he  5  or  6  p  "i  :  hope  you  will  not  Disappoint  us  in 
sending  the  key  by  the  post;  as  we  have  made  Intire  dependance  on  you 
for  the  money,  if  you  should  be  any  ways  Doubtful  we  Can  give  you 
further  Security. 
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"  As  to  News  we  Can  InfoTm  you  that  tlie  Sbip  pretty  Betsey,  Capt. 
Edwards  from  London  to  ttis  place  loafled  with  goods  toi  the  merchants 
is  taken  by  the  fveneh  :  lucky  you  noi  we  had  any  goods  aboard.  We 
have  within  few  days  past  Arriv*  heie  3  large  tran»>poit  Shiptf  from 
Ireland  with  ab' :  300  men  each:  one  Store  Ship  loaded  Intirely  with 
powder  and  the  Sutherland  man  of  Warr  of  50  Guns  who  with  groat 
DifEcolty  got  in  the  harbour  through  the  Ice  after  being  several  times 
aground  and  in  danger  of  being  lost :  5  or  6  more  transports :  2  More 
Men  of  Warr  and  some  Store  Ships  belonging  to  the  Same  fleet  daily  ex- 
pected ;  the  Soldiers  that  are  Arriv^  :  are  quartered  on  the  Inhabitants  : 
and  are  all  hearty  well  looking  Men  ;  and  it  is  S^  ;  ano'ther  fleet  was  to 
Sail  a  few  weeks  after  these  with  5  or  6  thous'' :  land  forces  and  a  Number 
of  men  of  Warr  :  it  appears  from  this  as  if  the  English  had  determined 
to  Strike  a  blow :  hut  fi'om  their  usual  Slothfulness  it  is  to  be  feared  they 
wont  do  much  :  every  thing  seems  to  be  Conducted  here  with  great  8e- 
cresy  :  Lord  Loudon  is  gone  to  Boston :  it  is  Currently  Reported  here 
that  these  transport  Ships  are  to  lay  here  till  Spring  and  then  transport 
the  Soldiers  elswere  :  what  all  this  will  turn  out  to :  time  will  tell :  in  my 
last  I  wrote  you  I  was  Indisposed  :  but  thank  God  we  are  all  in  good 
health  r  we  Conclude  aad  are  with  the  greatest  Regard  to  Self  and  family. 
S^ :  Your  Affeet^  :  Kinsmen  ,^-^^^^ .  ^  ^^^^^_  j^^^ 

"  To  Robert  Sandera  Esq' :  Merchant  in  Albany." 

"  Lord  Loudoun  was  the  oommander  iu  ohief  of  all  the  British  forces  in 
North  America  in  1757,  he  was  also  Governor  of  Virginia.  He  was  aman 
of  no  energy  of  character  and  totally  deficient  in  the  requisites  for  a 
military  leader.  He  was  recalled  and  Lord  Amherst  appointed  in  his  place." 
During  this  year  August  9, 1757,  the  capture  of  For  tWilllam  Henry  and 
the  fearful  massacre  by  the  Indians  created  a  great  sensation  In  all  the  north' 
ern  states.  "  The  French  commander.  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  utterly  dis- 
claimed all  connivance  in  the  bloody  work,  but  it  left  a  deep  stain  upon 
his  character." 

BdbeH  Sanders  to  Skfiard  WHdrd. 
"  Dear  Sir :  "  -Albany,  June  6,  1758. 

"  I  am  most  Ashamed  to  trouble  you  so  often,  But  It  seems  I  cannot 
Annually  avoid  it,  while  our  forces  Come  this  way,  so  that  I  am  again  ob- 
liged to  Trouble  you  to  convey  you  Colo  :  John  Hart  Esqs  Bill  of  Ex- 
change for  £117  :  6  :  9  Sterling  on  George  Jeffreys  Esqr  money  by  me  Ad- 
vanced him  to  Enable  his  Regiment  to  March  Pursuant  to  j'  Generals 
Orders  to  him  on  the  4th  Instant  wh  he  was  obliged  to  do  &  did,  &  his 
Sloop  not  yet  heard  of,  tho'  this  Evening  Arrived.  I  must  therefore  De- 
sire you  to  get  Sd.  George  Jeffrey's  Esqr.  Bill  of  Ex'ge  :  payable  to  me 
or  my  Order  in  London  for  (he  a'd  Inclosed  Bill  &  Please  to  send  them 
to  me  pr  :  the  post  that  is  Now  Bstahlished.i  Between  here  &  Boston  & 
you  will  add  to  the  many  favors  Reo'd. 

"Our  Army  started  yesterday  morning  from  Lake  George  1600  Strong — 
your  forces  were  not  there,  I  believe  then,  yet  I  believe    scarce   yet   this 

■  This  post  was  a  rider  on  horseback.     In  1793  a  bold  ecliemo  was  undertaken 
to  run  a  line  of  stages  between  Albanyand  the  Conaecticut  river  valley  a*  N"-'1> 
ampton.     Before  this  the  mountain  was  only  crossed  on  foot  or  on  liois 
AnnaU  of  Albany. 
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"  My  Wife  Joins  me  in  hve  to  Mad'm  Wibird,  be  pleased  to  accept  tbe 
same  yourself  from  your  affectionate  Kinsman  &  most  Obedt. 
"  Ilble.  Servant, 

"  The  Hon'ble  Ricli'd  Wibird."  "  Kobert  Sanders. 

Bichard  Wibird  was  "  one  of  the  Gommissioaers  from  New  Hampshire, 
appointed  to  meet  in  the  grand  couacil  or  oonvention,  to  be  held  in 
Albany  June  19,  1754.  It  waa  composed  of  committees  from  the  several 
colonial  assemblies  for  a  renewal  of  treaties  with  the  Sis  Nations,"  The 
forces  that  left  Lake  George  were  fqr  the  expedition  against  Carillon 
(Tioonderoga)  and  Crown  Point;  they  met  the  enemy  but  the  engagement 
resulted  in  the  total  defeat  of  General  Abercrombie,  before  Ticonderoga 
on  July  8,  1758,  and  the  death  of  Lord  Howe.  "  When  the  preparations 
were  making  for  the  assault,  the  troops  were  marched  from  Albany  in 
detachments  past  the  Flat«.  The  road  was  in  front  of  the  bouse  and 
followed  the  margin  of  the  river.  Each  detachment  quartered  for  a  night 
on  the  common  or  in  the  offices.  The  Plats  was  a  fertile  and  beautiful 
plain  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  the  residence  of  Colonel  Schuyler's  widow. 
Madam,  or  as  she  was  called  Aunt  Sohnyler,  was  distinguished  by  her 
dignity  and  many  virtues,  and  her  hospitality  during  many  years  to  the 
officers  of  the  British  armies  sent  to  contend  with  the  French  on  the 
northern  frontier.  She  was  the  friend  and  benefactress  of  the  army. 
Lord  Howe  slept  at  this  celebrated  mansion  when  on  hie  way  to  Ticoa- 
deroga.  Only  a  few  days  after  Lord  Howe's  departure,  in  the  afternoon, 
a  man  was  seen  coming  on  horseback  from  the  north,  galloping  violently, 
without  his  hat.  The  man  rode  express  and  galloped  on,  crying  out  that 
Lord  Howe  was  tilled.  It  was  too  true;  two  thousand  men  were  killed, 
wounded  or  taken  on  this  disastrous  day.  General  Abercrombie  saw  the 
fruitless  waste  of  blood  that  was  every  hour  increasing  and  after  the  troops 
had  been  standing  four  hours  under  a  constant  discharge  of  cannon  and 
musketry,  he  ordered  a  retreat.  On  the  nest  day,  those  most  dangerously 
wounded  were  sent  forward  in  boats  and  renched  the  Flats  before  evening. 
Aunt  Schuyler  had  her  barn  instantly  fitted  up  into  a  temporary  hospital, 
and  a  room  in  her  house  allotted  for  the  surgeon  who  attended  the 
patients,  She  tore  up  her  sheets  and  table-linen  for  bandages ;  and  she 
together  with  her  nieces  were  constantly  employed  in  attending  and 
cheering  the  wounded,  while  all  her  domestics  were  busied  in  preparing 
food  and  every  thing  noce^ary  for  those  unhappy  sufferers.  One  of  the 
officers  swore  in  a  vehement  manner,  that  he  was  sure  there  would  be  a 
place  reserved  for  Madam  in  Heaven,  even  though  no  other  woman 
should  be  there." 

Robert  Banders  to  Str  WiUiain  Johnson. 
'■Honoured  Sir:  «  Alb.n,  Jul,  27tl,,  1768. 

"  1  hope  this  will  find  yon  with  all  yours  in  Perfect  health  &  yourself 
some  what  at  your  Ease  after  a  Tedious  Journey.  1  Kmbrace  this  opp'V 
to  send  you  here  in  your  Acco'  Cur'  with  me,  whereby  you  will  find  I 
charg^  you  for  the  freight  of  your  goods  Brought  up  &  down  by  Cap' 
Jacob  Van  Benthuysen  in  the  years  of  1754  :  1755  &  175(i  which  fell  to 
my  Share  when  we  Settled  &  Broke  off  Slooping  In  Conjunction,  the 
Acco'  of  the  particulars  thereof  I  am  not  able  to  send  you  Now,  as  he 
baa  The  Sloop  Book  with  him  to  Collect  some  small  Debts  in  at  New  York, 
But  will  send  them  you  as  soon  as  he  comes  up,  which  wont  be  Long  I 
believe.     By  the  Ballance  of  the  Inclosed  Acco'  is  due  to  me  from  you 
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£130  :  4  :  lOi  for  w^''  sum  I  Debit  jour  Acco'  on  New,  w^  please  order 
to  be  Examin'd  &  if  free  from  Errors  please  to  order  it  to  be  Noted   iu 
Cooformity  with  one  in  j'  Book,  my  Espouse  Joins  me  in  Kind  Oompli- 
ment  to  jou  and  all  jours,  believe  me,  to  be  Sincerely  Hon^ie  Sir, 
"  Y'  Heal  friend  &  am  RespectfuHy 

S'  Y'  most  Hum.  Serv' 


"  To  Sir  W"' Johnson  Bari." 

Sir  William  Johnson  had  just  returned  to  his  home  at  Fort  Johnson 
from  an  important  mission  to  a  great  Indian  council  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  greatly  respected  by  the  Indians  and  had  much  influence  over 
them;  having  studied  their  manners  and  learned  their  language  he  carried 
on  a  large  traffic  with  them,  supplying  them  with  goods,  and  receiving  in 
return  beaver  and  other  skins.  Not  long  before,  in  May,  he  attended  a 
grand  mooting  of  tho  Sis  Nations  at  Onondaga  in  which  "speaking  with 
the  belt  of  wampum"  their  grievanoes  were  made  kiiown. 

Robert  Sandm-s  to  TJiomm  SiMa/rA. 
«gij,.  "Albany,  Sep'.  18,  1758. 

"  I  have  rec'i  your  Esteemed  favour  of  the  4th  Current  &  agreeable  to 
y  Bequest  therein  I  have  given  John  Erwin  Fifty  Shillings  this  Cur- 
rency on  yr  Acco*  for  w'^''  you  are  Debited  or  we  Judged  it  a  Sufficient 
sum  to  Carry  him  home,  i  Gave  him  no  more,  But  told  him  if  he  fell 
Short  to  Draw  on  me  as  far  as  10  Dollars,  he  seemed  very  weak  &  it  may 
be  he  wont  Be  able  to  hold  it  out  till  home,  he  has  his  Dismission  &  I 
believe  him  to  be  Uofltt  for  Service  this  Campaign,  I  wrote  Col"  Wen- 
dell last  post  the  News  ah'  the  Reduction  of  fori  frontenae  &  Desired  him 
to  acquaint  the  Com'='  of  war  with  it  which  I  suppose  he  did,  I  have  no 
News  at  present  to  Commuoicate  But  what  you  will  Receive  Neat  Satur- 
day from  New  York  in  print,  which  is  great  if  true  otherwise  I  would 
write  it  you.  But  in  tbe  Print  you  Shall  have  it  at  Large  &  we  believe 
it  to  be  true,  it  is  Expected  here  that  there  will  be  another  Attempt  made 
this  fall  on  Carillon  &  Crown  Point,  you  are  quite  wellcoroe  to  lay  your 
Commands  on  me,  if  you  think  me  Capable  to  do  you  or  your  Friends  any 
Service  here  Assure  you  that  I  am  with  much  Esteem 

"  Honbio  Sir  Y<  most  Obed'  hum  :  Servant 
"  To  Thorn*  Hubbard  Esqr."  "  Robert  Sanders. 

"  It  was-  not  until  tbe  campaign  in  1758,  that  affairs  assumed  a  more 
favorable  aspect  in  America.  But  upon  William  Pitt  being  at  the 
head  of  the  British  ministry  a  fresh  impulse  was  felt  by  all.  Fort  Pron- 
tenac  —  now  Kingston — was  erected  by  Count  Frontenao,  governor  of 
Canada,  in  1673,  and  for  eighty  years  it  was  one  of  the  strongest  military 
posts  in  America.  In  1758,  Colonel  Bradstreet  with  provincials  of  New 
York  and  New  England  captured  it.  The  commander  of  the  fort  was  ex- 
changed for  Col.  Peter  Schuyler  of  New  Jersey,  then  a  prisoner  in 
Canada." 
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Mohert  8<md&rB  to  M 
..Dear  Sir:  "  Albany,  Sept.  29,  1758. 

*  *  *  "  Col,  John  Broadstreet  with  3000  menhath  Taien  Fron  tenao 
and  brought  Considerable  Booty  there  yon  muat  Doubtless  have  heard 
the  particulars  by  the  papers  therefore  Desist  must  only  add  that  we  Ex- 
pect they  will  make  another  attack  on  fort  Carillon  [Tioonderoga]  this 
fail  wish  them  better  Sueoess  as  last  Spring  I  fear  that  they  will  meet 
the  Strength  of  Canada  there  at  this  Season  for  I  Cant  think  tbey  Can  be 
nnderanjapprebeDsionofoiirfleet  Comingup  toCubeo  [Quebec,]  this  fall. 
My  Espouse  &  Children  Join  me  in  Love  to  yourself,  Mrs.  Emerson  & 
young  Mr.  Emerson  who  I  hope  may  grow  up  &  be  a  better  man  tban 
Ever  his  father  was  before  him.     I  remain  with  Kespeet  Sir, 

"  Y'  Ileal  friend  &  obed'  Servant 
"  Mr.  Moses  Emerson."  "  Robert  Sanders. 

E'ibcH  Smders  to  Mosea  Franks. 
(,  gjp .  "  Albany,  Octob'  11,  1768. 

*  *  *  li  \Ye  have  been  this  past  Summer  pretty  siiceessful  here  we 
have  Taken  Louisburgh,  and  fort  Frontenao,  &  would  herein  give  you 
some  particulars  Thereof,  but  believe  you  will  have  them  fully  ere  this 
Eeaches  your  hands,  our  forces  I  believe  will  soon  go  into  Winter 
Quarters,  there  was  a  talk  a  few  days  ago  that  they  Were  going  to  make 
a  Second  Attempt  on  Ticonderoga,  But  heresaj  they  wont  go  there  this 
fall,  from  Ohio  we  hear  Little  or  Nothing  here,  only  that  tbey  had  a  Small 
Skirmish  with  the  Enemy  there  wherein  we  lost  &  miasiog  somewhat 
Better  tban  one  hundred  as  is  said,  the  ioss  the  Enemy  then  Sustained 
We  have  not  yet  learnt.     *     *     * 

"  Sir  Y'  Obed'  Servt, 
"  Mr.  Moses  Praoks."  "  Robert  Sanders. 

The  Ereneh  general,  Montcalm,  occupied  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point 
till  the  next  year. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Colonial  History. 

Sdbert  Sanders  to  Sir  WilUam  Johnson. 

"  Honoured  Sir :  "  AHmj  Ooto.  23rd  175S. 

I  rec'  of  y  21  Instant  yesterday  by  Mr.  Jacobus  Clement,  the  apologie 
you  therein  make  about  not  answering  my  Letter  of  the  27th  July  Last 
I  believe  to  be  true  But  am  astonished  to  see  you  therein  say  that  I 
Doubtless  must  have  heard  that  the  Assembly  only  Allowed  Tea  Shillings 
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a  day  for  the  time  I  was  in  Canada  &  that  you  thought  it  a  verj  small 
aliowanee  as  I  believe  Every  hody  with  you  &  me  must,  &  if  I  thought 
proper  Now  to  settle  the  Acco'  so,  you  would  be  Ready  to  pay  the  Ballaaee 
Immediately  &  with  pleasure,  T  own  it  would  be  hard  for  you  to  pay  me 
out  of  your  own  pocket,  ButI  thought  you  Long  ere  Now  would  Reimburse 
what  you  had  agreed  to  pay  me  by  the  G-overnmt  &  how  Could  I  well 
think  otherwise — 'Since  it  is  above  Nine  Years  that  I  went  at  your 
Request  &  our  then  Mutual  Contract  to  Canada,  &  have  Sinee  often 
Settled  Aeco's  with  you  &  so  now  &  then  had  the  pleasure  of  being  in  your 
Company,  &  you  Never  mentioned  one  Single  Word  to  me  About  it  & 
you  I  believe  stil!  will  Remember  that  I  would  By  no  means  go  on  the 
Generosity  of  the  Assembly  —  you  then  told  me  you  would  not  have  me 
or  advise  me  to  go  on  their  marcy  —  and  that  the  Assembly  had  Allowed 
a  Certain  sum  of  money,  &  that  you  had  or  was  soon  to  Receive  it  from 
Cap'  Petrus  Douw  for  that  purpose  &  that  you  would  agree  with  me  & 
pay  me  accordingly,  as  I  think  you  Honourably  did  for  on  the  13  Sept' 
1750,  I  not  only  Settled  that  Acco'  with  you  Sworn  to  by  me  I  think 
before  John  Baptist  Van  Kps,  Esq  But  also  your  particular  Aeao'  with 
me,  &  you  did  that  day  give  me  your  note  of  hand  of  your  own  accord, 
on  Demand  for  the  Ballanoe  due  to  me,  from  you  &  on  the  17  Aug'  1752 
we  Settled  all  Aoco'^  Between  us  again  &  you  of  your  own  accord  gave 
me  then  your  note  of  hand  on  Demand  for  the  then  Ballance  due  to  me 
&  in  1754  May  28th  I  Delivered  youagain  my  Aooo'  Against  you  &  you 
sometime  after  Came  to  my  house  &  paid  me  of  within  a  Trifell  I  may 
say  &  kept  mute  all  that  time  What  you  now  wrote  me  &  on  the  27  July 
Last  I  Came  to  send  you  your  Acco*  Current  as  usual  to  mention  Now  an 
Affair  which  has  been  Settled  so  Long  ago  Between  us.  I  think  Strange 
as  I  knew  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Assembly  —  I  Never  Intended 
or  did  apply  to  them  for  my  pay  &  perhaps  if  I  had  &  Acquainted  them 
Rightly  of  my  Journey  &  Transactions  I  believe  I  am  apt  to  think  they 
would  have  Allowed  me  more  honorably  as  you  write  tbey  did  —  But  if 
I  had  applied  to  them  I  must  own  &  Confess  that  I  should  not  have  used 
you  well  &  that  I  have  hitherto  Endeavoured  to  do  &  hope  so  to  Continne. 
I  wish  you  with  all  yours  health  &  am  with  Compliments  &  much  Esteem 
Hoaiii'  Sir,  y  most  hum  :  &  most  obed'  friend  &  SerV. 

"  Robert  Sanders, 
"  To  The  Hon"^  Sir  W™  Johoson  Bar'." 

Money  in  those  days  was  a  scarce  commodity,  so  that  even  services 
performed  on  hazardous  business  were  not  always  well  requited  if  at  all. 
The  valuable  tract  of  land,  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  owned  by  Sir 
William  Johnson,  was  obtained  from  King  Hendrick,  the  great  chief  of 
the  Mohawk  nation  in  the  following  manner  :  "  Being  at  the  baronet's 
house  (Fort  Johnson)  the  sachem  observed  a  new  coat,  richly  embroidered 
with  gold  lace,  which  the  former  intended  for  his  own  person;  and  on 
entering  his  presence  after  a  night's  rest,  he  said  to  him,  '  Brother,  me 
dreamed  last  night.'  'Indeed,'  responded  the  royal  agent,  'and  what 
did  my  red  brother  dream  ? '  'Me  dream,'  was  the  chief's  reply,  '  that 
this  coat  be  mine  ! '  '  Then,'  said  the  sagacious  Irishman,  '  It  is  yours,  to 
which  you  are  welcome.'  Soon  after  this  interview,  Sir  William  returned 
his  guest's  visit,  and  on  meeting  him  in  the  morning  said  to  him, '  Brother, 
I  dreamed  last  night !'  '  What  did  my  pale-faced  brother  dream  ?'  inter- 
rogated the  saohem.     '  I  dreamed,'  said  his  guest,  '  that  this  tract  of  land 
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was  all  my  own  !'     The  ctief  replied,  '  Brother,  the  land  is  yours,  but  you 
must  not  dream  agaiQ  ! '  It  was  a  check-mate." 

Robert  Sanders  to  Col.  Jaedb  Wende/l. 
"  Dear  Sir  "  Albany  Novr  3,  1758. 

"  I  Recti  yrs  of  the  10  Ultimo,  with  the  Inclosed  Letter  To  Mr.  Humphry 
Chadbourn  which  I  forwarded  to  him  &  have  since  Delivered  him  Agree- 
able to  y  Desire  Ten  Dollars  &  have  taken  bis  Bill  therefor  on  hia  Broth- 
er Mr.  Benj.  Chadbourn  which  jou  have  Here  Inclosed  Endorsed  by  me 
to  Debit  y  Aoco' therefor  Your  Regom'  are  all  come  down  &  major 
part  on  their  way  home  I  Can't  but  acquaint  jou  that  they  have  Cut  a 
great  Deal  of  wood  for  the  service  on  y  Laod  at  the  Jser  Berg,  &  as  Every 
body  suffers  from  Cutting  wood  here  on  their  Land  for  the  service  I 
Daren't  speak  a  word,  must  therefore  Desire  to  let  me  Know  your  Senti- 
ments thereabout.  Here  is  a  Town  Talk  that  General  Aberorombie  ia 
Superseded  by  General  Amherst  &  we  have  News  that  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia gained  a  Victory  over  the  Russians,  the  Express  came  Last  night  & 
says  the  Packet  is  arrived  at  New  York.  I  hear  Nothing  as  yet  ab'  Col. 
Peter  Schuyler  &  our  other  Prisoners  that  were  to  Come  in  Lieu  of  Them 
that  we  took  at  fort  Frontenac  when  I  do  I  shall  Enquire  &  write  Mr  John 
Mico  Wendell  ab'  the  Gentlemen  He  gave  me  In  Charge  of,  w''  please  to 
acquaint  him  as  I  have  no  time  now  to  write  him.  I  Never  Expected  our 
Prisoners  Before  the  Armies  of  Both  sides  went  Into  Winter  quarters  as 
1  know  French  Policy  too  well,  altho  our  people  here  are  very  Uneasy  & 
Expect  they  wont  come.  But  I  think  we  shall  now  soon  hear  from  them. 
I  hope  this  will  find  you  with  all  y=  as  this  Leaves  me  with  all  mine  & 
friends  here  entirely  well. 

"  My  Espouse  Joins  me  in  Duty  to  y^  self,  Mad™  Wendell  all  y  Child- 
ren &  friends  with  you.  Believe  me  to  be  Sincerely  Dear  8'  Your  Affec- 
tionate Kinsman. 


e  Hon''!^  Jacob  Wendel 


"  EOBBaT  SANBEaS. 


MUIiv  Lymar, 


"  1758  The  Colony  of  Connecticut  p^  Elihu  Lyman  \  De. 

For  yf  forces  Under  Maj  :  General  Abercrombie  | 

June  25.  To  1  p'  Blankets £12  :    : 

Do.    28.  To  3  p'  Do  @  £  12  p' :  &  1  Single  Blanket  16s....    36  :   1«  : 


Albany  Nov  :  6th,  1758, 
"  Gentlemen, 

"  Please  to  pay  the  Above  Acco'  of  forty  Eight  pounds  Sixteen  Shil- 
lings^New  York  Currency  Unto  General  Lyman  or  his  order  &  his  Re- 
ceipt Shall  be  to  you  a  good  &  Sufficient  Discharge  &  you  will  very  much 
oblige,  Gent  Y'  moat  hum  :  &  most 

"  Obedi  Servant,  Robert  Sanders. 
"  Sir : 

"  I  Beg  the  favour  of  you  to  Obtain  &  receipt  the  Above  Acco'  of  £48  : 
16:  forme  &  on  Receipt  thereof  please  to  Deduct  thereout  for  jour. 
Trouble  what  is  Reasonable  as  also  the  Charges  you  should  Be  at  &  Re- 
mit to  me  here  the  Remainder,  &  if  you  should  have  No  opp'r  for  this 
place  you  may  then  send  it  to  New  York  to  Messf*  Robert  &  Richard  Ray 
Merchie  there,  Near  the  Old  Dutch  Church  &  if  I  Can  be  of  Service  here 
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be  AasnreiJ  tbat  on  Receipt  of  y  Commanda  I  will  Endeavour  to  Esecute 

them  to  the  Utmoat  of  my  abilitj  Interim  I  am  with  profound  Esteem 

"^'  "  Y'  most  hum  :  &  obed'  Servant 

"  To  General  P.  Lyman,"  "  Robert  Sanders. 

"  General  Lyman  was  a  brave  and  energetic  man,  yet  most  unjustly  he 
received  none  of  the  honors  which  were  deservedly  his  due.  At  the 
battle  of  Crown  Point  in  1755,  the  whole  engagement  was  directed  by 
him  for  five  consecutive  hours  with  great  skill." 

Jioberf  Bartders  to  Oenerih  Lyman. 
"Dear  Sir.  "Albany  November  7th  1758. 

'■I  Just  now  heard  from  Mr  Sheldon  that  you  was  on  the  wing  going 
off  with  y  :  Regira' :  this  day.     I  am  sorry  I  had  Not  the  pleasure  to  see 

50U  at  my  house  as  I  Expected  to  have  Done  by  what  you  told  me  when 
had  the  pleasure  to  see  you  at  Col.  Rensselaer's,  so  have  now  only  to 
Convey  you  here  in  y= ;  Govermeut  Accott ;  of  Blankets  fltohed  at  my 
house  by  Mr  Elihu  Lyman  since  Deceased,  &  my  order  for  you  to  Receive 
the  money,  I  trust  you  will  use  y' :  Endeavour  to  Receive  it,  I  wish  you 
would  add  to  the  obligations  Laid  on  me  by  this  if  yon  would  Let  me 
Know  by  a  Line  from  you  how  you  Succeed  herein.  I  wish  you  a  good 
Journey  home  &  that  you  may  find  yours  all  in  Health  is  the  present 
Needfull  from  Hon'^^ :  Sir  ;,  yr         r  i 

"  To  Gen.  Phineas  Lyman  at  Green  Bush." 

This  is  the  General  Lyman  who  was  engaged  in  the  celebrated  battle  of 
Lake  George  on  September  8, 1755.  "  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Bloody  Pond. 
Hendrick,  the  noted  Mohawk  chieftain,  with  a  body  of  French  Canadians 
and  Indians  assisted  the  provincial  troops  under  Major-general,  afterwards 
Sir  William  Johnson.  Gen.  Johnson,  at  the  commencement  of  the  battle, 
received  a  flesh  wound  in  bis  thigh  and  the  ball  lodged  in  it.  General 
Lyman  then  took  command,  and  continued  it  during  the  action,  but  Johu' 
son  not  willing  to  divide  the  honors  of  the  event,  did  not  even  mention 
in  his  report,  the  name  of  General  Lyman,  the  real  leader  in  the  victory. 
It  was  immediately  after  the  battle  that  with  evident  jealousy  of  Lyman, 
he  changed  the  name  of  Fort  Lyman  to  that  of  Fort  Edward.  The  Eng- 
lish government,  elated  by  the  victory,  created  Gon.  Johnson  a  baronet 
and  gave  him  120,000." 

Mobert  Sanders  to  Vol.  WendM. 
«  Dear  Sir.  "  Albany  April  30,  1759. 

"  My  last  to  you  was  pr  Capt.  Grange  wberein  I  Desired  you  to  send  me 
aome  pots  &  Kittles  w^*!  I  Doubt  not  but  was  Delivered  to  you,  Since 
arrived  several  Gentlemen  from  your  place  &  not  a  line  from  you,  hope 
it  is  not  for  want  of  health.  Having  now  a  favourable  opp'y  w^''  I 
Embrace  &  make  bold  to  Trouble  you  again  with  the  herein  closed  Note 
of  Capt.  Abra.  Keen  for  £13  :  10  ;  lOJ  this  Currency  &  my  order  & 
Acco'  of  one  Capt.  French  of  the  48  Kegim'  if  he  is  in  Boston  as  I  hear 
say  he  is  I  Desire  you  to  order  both  sums  of  them  to  be  rec'  &  Credit 
my  Acco'  with  you  for  the  same.  If  Capt.  French  Should  be  gone  off 
then  please  to  forward  him  this  Inclosed  Letter  after  you  have  Read  & 
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scaled  it,  I  hear  Gapt  Keen  is  Going  this  jear  Eastward  so  am  obliged 
to  eend  you  his  Note,  he  is  a  good  honest  mao  &  will  pay  you  Immediately 
for  me.  Abraham  Jacobs  Lansing  Came  home  fieu  days  aince  I  had  do 
letter  by  him  from  you  he  tells  me  that  you  &  he  were  Discoursing  about 
Stone  Raby  &  that  you  askt  him  £600  for  it,  il'  you  are  Inolineable  to 
sell  it  for  what  people  tells  me  it  is  worth,  since  it  was  derived  from  both 
my  Grandfathers  Robert  Sanders  &  John  Wendell,  they  were  the  first 
owners  thereof  I  will  buy  it  of  jou  for  myself  and  will  pay  you  Imraediafely 
for  it  but  no  more  then  the  Real  Value  &  send  you  the  Consideration 
moaey  on  Receipt  of  y  Conveyance  to  me, 

"There  is  one  Perez  Tillaon,  a  sutler  last  year  to  Ool.  Doty'a  Reg' 
who  owes  me  by  bond  I  believe  Between  £W  &  £80  iDform  me  what 
you  know  or  think  about  him.  Tho'  Col  Doty  Contracted  most  part  of  the 
Debt.  I  am  Glad  to  bear  you  are  Better.  I  heartly  wish  you  with  all  y* 
health,     y^  most  Aff"  Kinsman  ,,tj  ^ 

"Ool.  J..01  We.dell."  ^°''""  Si«»Eas. 

Bobert  Sanders  to  Thomas  B-uJ>bwrd. 
»gir  Albany  Jane  3  1759. 

"  Mr  Isaac  Gridley's  letter  of  the  28  Ultimo  on  your  Behalf  with  the 
these  Iniilosed  receipts  for  the  Sundry  Stores  you  had  Shipt  on  board  of 
Capt,  Freeman  for  Albany  I  have  this  day  reCi  &  post  aa  soon  aa  Capt. 
Freeman  Arrives  I  shall  receive  them  in  Store  &  Deliver  them  to  Mesara 
Woodbridge  &  Savage  as  you  shall  Direct  me  in  youra  of  the  Next  post 
w^h  I  hope  will  be  before  Capt  Freeman  arrives  as  Mr.  Woodbridge  is  still 
at  home.  General  Amhurafc  went  up  to  the  army  this  morning  the  few 
Remaining  foroes  yet  in  Town  are  to  set  out  to  morrow  The  Army  to  the 
Westward  Destined  did  not  delay,  but  set  out  from  Schenectady  yesterday. 
I  pray  God  to  Grant  them  success.  You  Doubtless  must  have  seen  by  the 
news  papers  that  General  Amhurst  hath  forbid  the  Carrying  up  of  any 
Spirituous  Liquors  to  the  Army  yet  this  day  believe  his  prohibition  will 
be  of  no  long  Duration  for  I  Cant  think  the  Army  can  be  without  any  a 
long  time,  I  am  with  the  Greatest  Esteem.  Hou*!  Sir  Y'  most  obt  Hum : 
Serv' : 


"Hon.  Thomes  Hubbard." 


"  Robert  Sanders. 


.  "The  skill,  bravery,  and  aotivityof  General  Amherst,  exhibited  in  the 
capture  of  Louiaburg  (on  the  island  of  Capo  Breton,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  then  the  a trongeat  fortification  in  America,  and  the  rallying 
point  of  French  power  on  thia  continent)  in  1758,  gained  him  a  vote  of 
thanka  from  parliament  and  commended  him  to  Pitt,  who  in  1759  ap- 
pointed him  to  the  chief  command  in  America.  He  collected  his  army 
of  eleven  thouaand  men  at  Fort  Edward  and  its  vicinity  and  on  July  26 
appeared  before  Ticonderoga,  He  met  with  no  impediment  hut  aoon  had 
poaseaaion  of  J^he  fort  as  the  French  had  fled,  after  they  had  dismantled 
the  fort,  down  the  lake  to  Canada." 

Sobert  Sanders  to  the  2few  Hampsliire  Commissioners. 
'■  Gentlemen,  "  Albany  Aug.  3,  1759, 

"  Col.  Zecheus  Lovewell  Deliv^  to  me  on  hie  Coming  down  from  Ticon- 
derago  an  ord^  to  go  In  obedience  to  Gen.  Amhurst's  ord'  with  his  Regi- 
ment to  Oswejfo.     Your  letter  of  the  16  May  last,  wherein  you  are  Pleased 

""  1  him  to  my  favour  for  advice  &  assistance,  &  if  he  should 
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have  oeeasion  for  money  his  Bill  on  you  for  £100  sterlK stould  be  punctu- 
ally paid,  but  Gol.  Lovewell  found  it  by  Experienoe  Impossible  to  go  on 
from  Albany  to  Tieondoroga  &  from  there  again  to  Oswego  with  his  Regim' 
■with  the  £100  Sterl?,  Applied  to  me  to  assist  him  as  several  of  his  men 
would  or  Could  not  go  without  a  Little  Gash,  they  said  to  Enable  them  to 
march.  I  did  advance  him  the  sum  of  £311  :  14  Sterk  for  w"''  I  have 
sent  his  Bill  on  you  to  lliehfi  Wibird  Esqr.  :  to  whom  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  your  Bills  for  said  sum  of  £311  :  14  Sterh  payable  to  me  or  my 
order  in  London. 

"  T  cant  Enlarge  on  the  Above  with  my  heart  full  of  Joy,  must  ]et  you 
know  that  Tioonderoga  is  taken  and  in  our  possession  July  26,  without 
our  firing  one  Cannon  against  it,  and  that  yesterday  3  o'clock  P.M.  we  had 
an  Express  come  in  Town  from  Niagara  who  brings  us  the  agreeable 
News  that  the  I'ortress  is  a!so  in  our  Possession  after  an  logagem'  with 
1500  frenoh  and  Indians  near  by  the  said  Fort  W^''  Came  from  Ohiho  & 
Ottowawa  to  assist  the  fort  of  w"''  Number  our  forces,  under  Johnson  and 
Genl.  Prideaus  (the  latter  was  killed)  Kilt  in  the  wood  400  &  have 
taken  prisoners  17  ofE.oere.  After  s^  Battle  the  fort  Surrendered  prisoners 
of  war  &  in  a  flew  days  we  Expect  in  Town  from  there  700  prisoners  & 
300  Scalps ;  &  this  morning  we  had  an  Express  from  Ticonderoga,  that 
the  french  had  Abandoned  Crown  point.  Carried  off  all  they  could  & 
Burnt  all  that  would  Burn  there  by  all  w=''  we  aan  plainly  see  that  our 
fleet  is  at  Quebec,  thej  left  Crown  point  the  first  Instant  &  we  took 
Niagara  the  26  Ultimo,  I  give  you  all  Joy  with  the  news  and  Could  not 
omitt  Communicating  it  to  you.     I  am  with  the  Greatest  Begards, 

"  Gen'  Y''  most  Hum  :  Servant 
"  To  Rich's  Wibird  Daniel  Warner  1  "  Robert  Sandees. 

&  Henry  Sherburne,  Esq'."     } 


The  above  gentlemen  were  members  of  the  "  Convention  that  a^ 
at  Albany,  in  the  old  City  Hall,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1754  for  the  purpose 
of  uniting  upon  some  scheme  for  the  common  defense.  Major  Henry  Sher- 
burne was  killed  in  1777  at  the  Battle  of  Germantown.  In  1776  be  was 
sent  by  Arnold  from  Montreal  with  one  hundred  and  forty  men  to  re- 
enforce  the  garrison  at  Cedar  Rapids.  About  five  in  the  evening  the 
whole  of  Foster's  (English)  Canadians  and  Indians  burst  from  an  ambus- 
cade and  fell  upon  the  republicans.  They  made  a  brave  defense  for  nearly 
an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the  Indians,  in  number  greatly  superior,  formed 
a  girdle  around  them,  and  at  a  given  signal  rushed  upon  tbe  devoted 
band,  and  infuriated  by  the  obstinate  resistance  of  the  Americans  butchered 
nearly  all.  Ti  e  fortress  of  Niagara  was  an  important  acquisition  for  the 
English  as  it  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  river.  On  July  25,  1759, 
General  Prideaus  invested  Niagara  but  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a 
mortar,  before  the  surrender  of  the  French.  The  fort,  was,  however,  cap- 
tured by  Sir  Wilham  Johnson,  who  succeeded  him  in  command.  The  seige 
was  continued  more  than  a  fortnight,  and  the  beleaguered  garrison,  des- 
pairing of  succor,  surrendered;  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  stores 
fell  into  their  hands.     The  capture  has  been  ascribed  to  treachery." 

Bdiert  Sanders  to  Jacob  WeiidelL 
"  Dear  Sir:  "Albany,  Oct.  17,  1759. 

"  I  have  j'  Esteemed  favours  of  the  8  &  12  Current,  by  the  first  See 
what  you  say  About  Stone  Rabia  [Stone  Arabia]  &  its  Bounds  &  that  it 
was  worth  more  money  then  I  thought  it  was,  therefore  you  Believed  I 
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would  not  buy  it,  and  it  is  Some  Years  Since  when  yon  sold  it  to  your 
Kinsman  at  Albany  for  £1200  York  money  &  you  Esteem  it  at  Least 
worth  now  £1500  York  money  &  if  Canady  was  taken  as  you  Expected 
it  soon  would  rise  more  and  by  my  last  to  you  &  by  your  all  ways  agree- 
able to  me  of  the  I2th  (We  had  agreeable  news  on  the  IStli  p--  an  Express 
from  Oswego,  that  they  had  taken  3  french  prisoners  who  say  that  the 
City  of  Quebec  Surrendered  on  the  18  Sepf  to  the  English.  General 
Amhurat  went  off  from  Crown  point  last  week  Thursday  with  45U0 
forces  without  OountB  the  Marines.)  It  is  ConBrmed  that  the  City  of 
Quebec  is  through  God's  Blessing  in  our  Possession,  and  believe  &  hope 
soon  to  hear  all  Canada  to  be,  So  give  you  Joy  therewith,  So  that  you 
Think  it  is  worth  more  now  than  jE1500  :— :— I  hope  yon  will  be  able  to 
sell  it  at  that  price  if  you  ever  Intend  to  sell  it.  But  I  have  as  great 
Reason  to  believe  you  wont  sell  it  by  Valuing  of  it  as  you  believe  I 
wont  buy  it,  I  must  own  that  I  wont  buy  it  at  £1500  this  money  nor 
Nobody  Else  I  believe  as  I  have  Before  wrote  you  the  reason  &  my 
sole  Inducem'*  I  would  have  Bought  it  &  if  you  &  yours  intend  to 
keep  it  I  am  Content.  I  am  glad  to  see  by  yours  that  you  Intend  once 
more  to  Come  &  see  your  friends  here  when  please  God  We  may  live  to 
see  Each  other  we  shall  talk  further  together.  In  mean  Time  if  you  can 
sell  it  for  £1500  I  would  Advise  you  so  to  do  it  if  you  Intend  to  sell  it, 
for  I  Can  Assure  you  that  I  have  never  hitherto  seen  the  man  yet  here, 
(Except  Abraham  Ooms  sons)  that  would  give  so  much  for  it  as  they 
offered  yon.  All  our  friends  here  are  well  and  I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
that  you  &  your  good  Espouse  also  Continue  to  mend  Dayley,  I  hope  you 
both  may  Enjoy  your  perfect  health  again.  With  my  Espouse  &  own 
best  regards  to  you  both  &  service  to  all  friends  I  conclude  I  am  D''  S^ 
Y'  Lov.  Cousin  &  Obed'  Serv^  „  j,  , 

"Col.  Jacob  Wendell."  iiOBERT  . 


Sabert  Sanders  to  Thamf  HiMavd. 

"Albany,  Oct.  28,1759. 


"  I  hav 


Contained.  In  my  Turn  mast  let  you  Understand  hereby,  that  General 
Amhurst  with  his  Army  Returned  to  Crown  Point,  without  doing  more 
then  I  wrote  p'  the  last  Corrier;  and  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  Bart,  is  come 
home  so  that  ne  Expect  Nothing  will  be  Done  more  this  fall,  unless  the 
Articles  of  Capitulation  made  at  Quebec  Induces  the  Inhabitants  of 
Canada  in  order  to  keep  their  estates  to  give  the  south  part  of  Canada 
over,  as  we  are  possessed  of  the  North  part  I  can't  but  thinfc  they  will 
Surrender  it.  I  believe  the  General  will  keep  the  Provincials  as  Long  as 
the  weather  will  permitt  them  to  work  at  the  torts  &  then  By  what 
1  can  hear  yours  will  go  home  by  the  way  of  No.  4.  Mons'  Vaudreuil 
the  governor  general  in  my  oppinion  will  take  care  Not  to  be  taken  for  he 
is  as  well  Governour  of  Mesisipfe  as  of  Canada.  The  hhd  Cloths  Mr. 
Woodbridge  brought  in  store  seemed  wet  I  therefore  got  a  Cooper  this 
morning,  he  took  it  out  h  found  it  much  worse  than  I  thought  it  was,  had 
it  Dryed  &  put  up  again  otherwise  it  soon  would  have  been  Rotten.  I 
think  your  Government  sends  every  year  too  much  clothing.  My  Sincere 
Kegards  to  you  and  all  friends.  With  you  I  am  with  Profound  Respect. 
"  Hofii"^  Sir  y  most  Obliged  Hum  Servant 
"  Honbi.  Thomas  H.bbrf  &,.»  "  ^■""^  '*"'""■ 
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"  Gens.  Aiiilierst  and  Wolfe  tad  been  very  successful  this  year  in  their 
engagements  against  the  French,  and,  at  the  beginning  of  1759,  Queheo 
was  the  only  place  of  considerable  importance  in  possession  of  the  French, 
Gen.  Wolfe  was  in  command  of  the  English  forces  sent  against  Quebec, 
The  Freneh  General  Montcalm  was  in  command  of  the  stmnglj  in- 
trenched camp  as  head  quarters  and  a  strong  garrison  io  the 
General  Wolfe  had  his  array  of  live  thousand  British  troops  before 
rise,  September  13,  1759,  dravfn  up  in  battle  array  upon  the  plaii 
Abraham  three  hundred  teet  above  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  appearance  of 
the  English  troops  upon  the  heights  was  the  first  intimation  Montcalm 
had  of  the  real  intentions  of  his  enemy.  The  English  had  waited  four 
hours  for  the  approach  of  the  French ,  and  were  fully  prepared  for  action. 
Wolfe  ordered  his  men  to  load  with  two  bullets  each,  and  reserve  their 
fire  until  the  French  should  be  within  forty  yards.  These  orders  were 
obeyed  and  did  terrible  execution.  While  cheering  on  his  men  he  re- 
ceived hie  third  ball  which  brought  him  to  the  ground  mortally  wounded. 
He  was  taken  to  the  rear  while  his  troops  continued  to  charge.  Shortly 
before  he  expired  rallying  himself  inquired,  '  How  goes  the  battle  ? '  Col. 
Donald  Campbell,  one  of  the  officers  who  supported  him  on  the  field  of  battle 
and  on  whose  shoulder  be  was  leaning  exclaimed,  '  They  run,  they  run  I ' 
The  dying  hero  asked  with  emotion,  '  Who  runs  V  '  The  enemy,  sir  ;  they 
give  way  everywhere.'  '  Now  God  be  praised,  I  die  happy  ! '  These  were 
his  last  words  ;  just  at  the  moment  of  victory  be  died.  Gen.  Montcalm 
also  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  died  the  oett  morning.  Wolfe  and 
Montcalm  were  both  able  commanders,  and  were  idolized  by  their  respeol> 
ive  troops.  Five  days  after  the  battle  the  city  of  Quebec  capitulated  and 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  English  on  September  18,  1759,  which  ter- 
minated French  rule  in  Canada," 

JMwt  Sanders  to  Son.  Mcliard  WH/ird. 
"Dear  Sir  "Albany  Nov.  18,  1759. 

"  The  bearer  Col.  Lovewell  is  Just  on  the  wing  going  home  being  afraid 
for  the  sma!l-pos  of  which  the  City  is  pretty  full,  leaves  me  only  time  to 
write  you  these  few  lines  to  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Set  Sterling 
bills  you  forwarded  to  our  mutual  friend  Mr.  John  Mico  Wendell  of  Bos- 
ton and  he  to  roe  without  a  Line  from  your  Self  or  the  Committee,  at 
which  I  was  a  little  astonished  and  did  not  know  what  to  think.  On  your 
Regiment  Coming  down  they  applied  again  to  me  for  Cash  Dollars  to 
Carry  them  home  to  Defray  the  Officers  and  mens  expenses  by  the  way  ; 
and  as  they  Could  not  get  their  Billeting  money  from  Col.  Bradstreet,  and 
Eather  then  to  Detain  and  Keep  them  here  on  Great  Charge  of  them  and 
the  Government,  I  Suffered  Col.  Lovewell  to  prevail  on  me  to  let  him 
have  for  the  above  Purpose  £341  :  14  :  Sterling  for  which  you  have  his 
bil!  here  Inclosed  on  the  Committee.  Must  therefore  Beg  of  you  once 
more  to  obtain  for  mo  in  Lieu  and  Stead  of  the  Inclosed  bill  from  your 
Committee  2  Setts  of  Sterling  bills.  The  1  for  ,£200  Str  :  the  other 
£141  :  14  :  Str.  payable  to  me  or  my  order  in  London,  as  Expeditiously 
as  you  possibly  can .  I  am  sorry  to  let  you  know  that  our  Aunt  Schuyler's 
Mansion-house  and  Kitchens  were  lately  all  Consumed  by  fire,  but  Goods 
Saved.  I  Doubt  not  but  you  must  have  heard  it,  as  I  wrote  to  Col.  Wendell 
at  the  time  of  it.  My  wife  Joins  me  in  Love  to  Madam  Wibird  and  your- 
self. I  am  Dear  Sir,  ¥our  Aff.  Kinsman  a  '  '"  '^ 
"  To  The  Honble.  Richd.  Wibird,  Esq." 
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"  In  the  aummer  of  this  jear  as  General  Bradstreet  was  riding  by  the 
Flats  one  day,  and  proposing  to  call  on  Madam  Schuyler,  he  saw  her  sitting 
in  a  great  chair  under  the  little  avenue  of  cherry-trees  that  led  from  her 
house  to  the  road.  All  the  way  as  ho  approached  he  had  seen  smoke, 
and  at  last  flames,  bursting  out  from  the  top  of  her  house.  He  was  afraid 
to  alarm  her  suddenly ;  but  when  he  told  her,  she  heard  it  with  the  utmost 
composure  ;  pointed  out  the  likeliest  meaus  to  check  the  fire ;  and  ordered 
the  neighbors  to  be  summoned,  and  the  most  valuable  goods  first  removed, 
without  ever  attempting  to  go  over  to  the  house  herself,  where  she  knew 
she  could  be  of  no  service;  but  with  the  most  admirable  presence  of 
mind,  she  sat  still  with  a  placid  oounteuance,  regulating  and  ordering  every 
thing  in  the  most  judioious  manner,  and  with  as  much  composure  as  if  she 
had  nothing  to  lose.  When  evening  oame,  of  that  onoe  happy  mansion, 
not  a  single  beam  was  left,  and  the  scorched  brick  walls  were  all  that  re- 
mained to  mark  where  it  had  stood.  Madam  could  not  be  said  to  be  left 
without  a  dwelling,  having  a  bouse  in  Albany  rather  larger  than  the  one 
thus  destroyed.  But  she  was  fondly  attached  to  the  spot  which  had 
been  the  scene  of  so  much  felicity,  and  was  rendered  more  dear  to  her  by 
retaining  within  its  bounds  the  remains  of  her  beloved  partner  [(Jolonel 
Philip  Schuyler  who  died  in  1757].  She  removed  to  her  brother's  house 
for  the  night.  The  news  of  what  had  happened  spread  every  where,  and 
the  next  day  people  came  from  all  quarters  to  condole,  and  ask  her  direc- 
tions where  and  how  she  would  choose  to  have  another  house  built.  And 
in  a  few  days  the  ground  was  covered  with  bricks,  timber  and  other 
materials,  brought  there  by  her  friends  in  voluntary  kindness.  General 
Eradstreet  sent  some  of  the  king's  workmen  to  assist  in  building,  and  the 
house  commenced  in  August  was  ready  for  her  by  the  early  winter.  Aunt 
Schuyler  was  very  fond  of  birds  and  to  make  them  secure  aests  procured 
the  skeleton  heads  of  horses  and  cattle,  in  great  numbers,  and  stuck  them 
on  high  poles  much  to  the  delight  of  the  feathered  warblers.'' 

In  my  mother's  note-book  is  an  entry.  "  Aunt  Schuyler  at  the  Flats 
died  on  Monday  December  6tb,  1802.  Buried  Thursday  9tb-"  The  old 
road  after  crossing  the  Patroon's  creek,  passed  down  to  the  river,  over  it 
marched  all  the  armies  for  the  North. 

Bobett  Sanders  to  SieJiard  WiMrd. 
"  Dear  Sir  :  "  Albany  Dec.  3,  1759. 

"  I  have  y  Esteemed  fav'  of  the  3  Instant  pf  y  Carrier  &  note  y  Con- 
tents, that  you  would  honour  the  Drafts  on  you  in  favour  of  Mesa"  Lee 
&  Clarke  &  that  you  Apprehended   h       w      d  b  d  f  r  me  to  send 

in  a  petition  to  y  Court  as  you  tr  is  1  M  W  db  J  would  attend. 
But  if  you  Judge  it  Necessary  orB       top  hCuI  must  beg 

of  you  to  do  it  in  my  Behalf  &  you  w  1  y  m  h  bl  me.  Inclosed 
you  have  a  receipt  of  Mr.  Sim^n  L    L        I  h  d  m  ake  a  Dupli- 

cate of  him  therefore  send  you  his  If       h    p     h       &  money  I 

have  Debited  the   Uovernm'    The      h       h  b  M  ntioned   are 

of  your  Governm'  Clothing  Pickt  Lat  Sp  g  by  M  W  odbvidge  so 
not  of  the  best.  At  foot  you  ha  wh  I  D  1  f  he  use  of  y' 
Sick,  the  Sugar  Gbocolade  &c  I  to  k    u     f  my    w  as  I  did  not 

chuse  to  open  y'»  In  store,  shall  replace  it  when  you  open  or  Recall  y'*  iu 
store  as  I  hear  no  further  of  the  Sick,  I  have  ordered  the  Cask  raisins 
that  I  opened  in  St^re  to  be  headed  up  again  I  suppose  Ebenz  Cos  by 
.  my  Advise  had  them  Carried  in  wagons  to  Sheffield,  hut  have  as  yet  not 
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seen  his  draft  on  me,  I  suppose  it  still  to  be  among  some  of  our  farmers 
at  Kinderliook.  General  Amhurat  with  part  of  his  Army  oame  to  town 
the  first  Instant  tarrjed  here  to  the  3''  when  the  river  was  frozen  over, 
he  then  Crossed  the  River  &  went  afoot  to  N'ew  York  in  company  with  a 
Tew  of  his  Officers,  he  Came  down  afoot  also  from  Lake  George  so  that 
he  is  of  good  Example  to  Officers  &  Soldiers,  we  have  no  news,  bo  Con- 
clude with  hest  regards.  D'^  S'  Y'  most  hum  &  Obedt  Serv' 
«  Hon»"  EioM  Wihird  K«,."  "  '*''■"'"  Sajdees. 

Sobert  Sanders  to  Thomas  Bviiba/rA. 
u  J),  gr .  "  Albany,  Sep"  24  :  1761. 

"  Yesterday  I  recii  your  favour  of  the  16  Instant  pf  Mr.  Sam'  Blodgett 
with  s<i  Blodgett'a  Receipt  for  nine  Cases  of  Clothing  &  twohh''*  hats  vi°*' 
you  had  Ship<i  to  me  p'  Capt.  Littlefield  who  is  also  arrived  in  this  harbour 
but  the  goods  not  yet  landed.  I  have  this  day  wrote  up  to  Col :  Salston- 
staJl  &  Hoar  at  Crown  point  &  acquainted  them  of  the  Arrival  of  the 
Cloths  &  that  I  would  be  glad  of  their  order  about  them,  but  if  Major 
Ashley  In  the  meantime  Should  come  for  them  I  shall  Deliver  them  to 
him.  I  thought  to  have  sent  you  by  the  Return  of  this  Vessell  two  old 
Medicine  Chests,  yet  in  my  store  of  y  government  &  one  old  Bed-pan, 
the  other  bed  pan  I  Delivered  last  fall  for  the  use  of  the  Sick  soldiers  at 
Green  Bush  to  Docf  Mather,  but  the  Cap'  is  going  from  here  to  Phila- 
delphia so  says  Can't  take  them. 

"  I  see  by  yours  as  also  by  the  prints  that  my  honoured  Uncle  Col : 
Jacob  Wendell  Departed  this  Life  spmetime  Since  &  that  ho  was  Buried 
on  the  16  Instant  to  my  great  Grief,  and  am  Astonished  that  Neither 
myself  nor  any  of  his  Sisters  or  Brother- in -Laws  here  have  one  line  of  his 
family  About  him.  I  make  no  Doubt  but  that  he  is  gone  to  a  Better 
Mansion  then  here,  &  I  know  it  be  the  way  of  all  flesh,  &  I  pray  God  to 
prepare  us  all  for  the  Like  Change. 

•'  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  profound  Esteem 

"  D'  S'  Y'  most  hum  :  &  Obed'  Servant 

"  BoBEKT  Sanders. 

"Thomas  Hubbard,  Esqr.,  Boston." 

Moiert  Sanders  lo  Siehard  W^ird,  tfie. 
i<  (jent .  "  Albany,  27  Octr,  1761. 

"  My  last  to  you  was  on  the  3  Aug'  under  Cover  of  Mr.  Jn"  M.  Wen- 
dell Via-  Boston  in  yi"^  I  sent  you  my  Aeeo'  Current  with  j'  Goverm' 
Bailee  thereof  in  my  favour  £lb  ;  14  ;  IJ  this  Currency  for  weii  Debit  on 
new,  also  Col.  Cos's  order  &  Mr.  Oothout  made  Before  he  was  paid,  as 
also  Col.  Goffs  on  you  in  my  favour  for  £37  :  10  Sterling  wh^^  I  Doubt 
not  but  met  with  due  honour,  I  hope  you  all  have  KeC  &  to  w"''  referr, 
have  Veritably  heard  it  was  to  j'  haocfs  otherwise  you  woald  have  Dupli- 
oat«a  herin  again.  Col.  Jn''  Goffe  is  Come  Down  from  Crown  point  &  is 
going  down  to  New  York  to  the  General  for  the  Billetting  money  &  ap- 
plied yesterday  to  me  to  Assist  him  with  money  to  give  to  bis  Officers  & 
men  to  pay  &  Bear  their  Expenses  by  the  way  going  home  &,  to  Enable 
him  to  Enlist  &  pay  Bounty.  In  obedience  to  Governour  Wentworth's 
order  to  him  to  forty  Eight  private  men  &  three  Officers  as  y'  Governm'i 
proportion  to  Remain  in  the  Service  Until!  tlie  Month  of  July  next  En- 
suing well  I  knew  was  Impossible  for  him  to  do  without  money,  so  paid 
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him  jesterday  in  half  Johanneses'  [|4]  &  Dolb  :  in  all  £345  :  17 :  l*! 
Sterliug  for  w'=''  he  gave  me  his  Bill  on  jou  w=''  I  here  Inclose  &  send  to 
Eioh<i  Wibird  Esq'  &  Desire  jou  to  give  him  y'  Bill  or  Bills  payable  to 
Mess's  Champion  &  Hajley,  Merch  ^  in  London,  for  &  on  my  Acco'  with 
them.  You  may  if  yon  Please  add  to  this  Last  Bill,  if  you  have  not 
yet  to  the  first  of  ^37  :  10  Bterg  the  Ballance  of  ^£15  :  14  :  IJ  due  to  me 
from  y'  Governm'  trust  Mr.  Wibird  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward  two  of 
s''  Bills  by  two  Different  opp'y  to  a'l  Gent,  in  London,  if  any  there  Should 
he  at  Portsmouth,  otherwise  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Jn°  Mieo  Wendell  at 
Boston  or  to  Mess'^  Rob'  &  Eioh*!  Ray  in  New  York  &  the  other  pr  a 
good  opp'y  to  me  here.     With  the  greatest  Regards 

I  Remain  Gentlemen  Y'  most  hum,  &  Obed'  Serv' 
"  The  Honiii''  Richii  Wibird,  Esq.,  "  Robert  Sanders. 

"  Chairman  of  the  Com'<"^  of  War  Ponsmouth." 
Bobert  Sanders  io  Peter  MUler. 
„gi^  "AlbanyMarchl,  1762. 

"  I  am  Sorry  to  let  you  know  hereby  that  I  am  Credibly  Informed,  that 
you  have  &  are  still  busy  In  Cutting  k  Carrying  away  Wood  from  my 
Land  at  Poghkeepsie  altho'  wy  Cousin  forbids  you  Cutting  &  Carrying 
of  it  away  from  ray  lands,  I  Intend  to  be  at  Poghkeepsie  nest  Spring, 
Please  God  I  Live  and  will  not  only  Sue  you  But  every  other  that  I  can 
prove  to  have  Cut  wood  from  My  Land  Except  my  Tennant  on  Possession 
for  the  use  of  himself  on  my  farm.  Take  this  Precaution  from  me  In 
good  Earnest  &  Leave  the  wood  on  my  Land  otherwise  you  will  bring 
yourself  to  great  Trouble  and  Cost.     I  am  Sir,  your  Humble  Servant 

"  To  Peter  Miller." 


"  RoBEET  Sanders. 


The  following  was  rather  a  spicy,  gentlemanly  letter  from  our  venerated 
progenitor  : 

Bobert  Sanders  to  Br.  Godfrey  Smith. 
,1  gjj,  "Albany  Jany  24, 1763. 

"  I  have  yesterday  p'  post  from  New  York  Kec"  your  Extraordinary 
Letter  of  3  Ultimo  postage  2s.  Gd.,  &  am  surprised  to  hear  and  see  you 
Run  out  to  such  a  length  against  me  for  Not  sending  to  you  the  Vinegar 
and  Turnips  which  you  and  Col :  Salstonstail  Desired  Last  November  to 
be  sent  to  Crown  Point.  I  did  then  own  &  Confess  to  Col.  Salstonstail 
that  1  had  no  Interest  Enough  in  this  Country  to  prevail  on  Waggoners 
to  go  up  to  Lake  George  that  time  of  the  Year  with  their  Waggons  and 
horses  with  Turnips  as  the  Koads  then  were.  He  then  Seemed  Sensible 
of  it  and  as  to  Vinegar  I  could  not  get  it  In  the  whole  City.  Desired 
Mr.  Blodget  ta  Enquire  and  search  the  Town  for  common  Vinegar  he  was 
so  good  as  to  do  it  (as  I  was  not  able  to  as  the  Doctor  would  not  suffer 
me  on  aeet.  of  my  leg}  but  could  find  none  uoder  6  Shillings  P'  gal :  and 
I  Was  advised  Then  to  send  none  at  that  price,  and  at  the  Same  Time 
Assured  that  Good  Vinegar  was  Plentifully  to  be  had  at  Crown  Point  for 
that  selfsame  price  if  not  under,  and  you  was  sensible  I  would  pay  your 
Draft  on  mo  for  it. 

"  You  are  pleased  to  say  in  your  Letter  ('  perhaps  you  will  send  the  De- 
sired articles  In  the  Month  of  February  when  thoy  will  be  Destroyed  by 
the  frost  and  not  worth  a  farthing  and  the  GiDvern'    must   have   your 

'  A  Johannes  is  a  Poitnguese  gold  coin  of  the  value  of  eight  dollars. 
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Expense').  T  am  Q-lad  to  know  your  sentiment?  thereabout  and  you 
may  Depend  I  will  send  no  Turnips  unless  you  P  's  tively  i  ler  me  by 
a  line  or  two  from  you  to  do  it  this  Wmter  Vmegar  I  believe  is  still 
to  be  not  had  in  Town  unless  I  pay  here  lis  p'  gallon  and  I  Ohuse  not  to 
do  When  it  IS  to  be  had  at  that  price  where  I  had  order?  ti  send  it  to. 
I  all  ways  do  for  ray  Employers  as  if  they  were  personally  present.  I 
wish  you  the  Oomplim''  of  the  Season 

'■  Sir,  y'  most  hum  :  &  obt  Servant 

"To  Doctor  Godfrey  Smith."  "Robeut  Sanders. 

Bobert  Sanders  to  AJjraliam  J,  Landng. 

"  Dear  Sir.  "Albany  Jany  15  1763. 

"I  send  p'  you  to  Boston  (ftj'ee  Province  Notes  which  oarry  Interest  from 
the  Date  Each  bfote  of  the  Treasurer  there  (viz)  one  of  £6  Ijawfull  Dated 
the  11  feby  1760  to  J.  Tyng,  one  of  £6  h'  In  dated  the  11  feb/  1760  to 
J  Tyng.  One  of  £9  L'  In  Dated  the  13  May  1760  to  R.  Tyler,  for  which 
please  to  take  of  the  Treasurer  Spanish  mild  Dollars  or  pi.gtoles,  &  be  bo 
good  &  bring  them  with  you  here  &  you  will  oblige  me.  My  Compliments 
to  all  Enquiring  friends  &  wish  you  a  pleasant  prosperous  Journey  to 
there  &  safe  home  again.     "  I  am  Sir,  y  most  humble  Servant. 


"  Mr,  Abraham  J-  Lansing. 


"  Ho  BEET  Sanders. 


In  1763,  the  celebrated  controversy  with  New  Hampshire,  respecting 
boundaries  commenced.     The  disputed  territory  is  now  oalled  Vermont. 

Bobert  Sanders  to  John  M.  Wendell. 
"  Dear  Sir  "Albany  Aug^  15,  1763. 

"I  did  write  to  youlast  p'  Dominie  Rowman  on  the  26  Ultimo  to  which 
am  Constrained  to  Refer  amqng  other  things  I  did  therein  by  way  of 
Postcript  Let  you  know  that  Mrs.  Sanders  was  then  Dangerously  Sick  of 
a  feaver  To  my  Great  Grief  and  Sorrow  Must  Hereby  let  you  know  That 
it  hath  Pleased  the  Great  Ruler  of  all  things  To  take  to  himsolf  after  9 
or  10  Days  Sickness  on  July  30  my  Dear  Valuable  Wife  Mrs  Sanders 
[Elizabeth  daughter  of  Ool.  Peter  Schuyler,  she  was  born  January  1, 1725] 
which  Great  Loss  is  most  hetherto  Insupportable  to  me  I  pray  God  to  take 
it  some  what  from  me  &  that  God  will  prepare  and  fitt  us  all  for  the  Like 
Unavoidable  Change.  I  trust  you  will  be  good  Enough  to  communicate 
This  my  great  Grief  and  Loss  to'  our  mutual  friends  with  you  &  to  Mr. 
Wibird  &  his  Espouse  if  You  have  Oaoasion  to  Write  to  him,  I  cant  as  yet 
write  much  you  can  Well  Think  tho'  it  may  Come  too  again  Mrs  Sanders 
left  me  Sitting  with  5  children  one  Son  &  4  daughters  the  Eldest  Daughter 
going  in  her  14  Year  [Wife  of  Philip  Van  Rensselaer]  &  the  Youngest 
Daughter  going  in  her  18  months  a  Suckling  yet  when  her  mother  Died. 
I  Intended  to  have  Come  &  see  you  &  to  have  Collected  my  Just  Debts 
in  your  part  Next  month  But  Now  give  over  all  thoughts  of  it  and  must 
Rely  on  Every  man's  Honesty  that  owes  me  Money.  I  shall  now  only  add 
that  I  am  with  kind  Salutations  to  all  friends  with  you  Dear  Sir,  Your 
Affected  Cousin.  ,,  r,  „ 

"  Mr  John  Mico  Wendell  Boston.  ^^^^^^  Sanders. 

"  It  is  very  probable  wc  shall  bo  obliged  to  carry  on  a  war  the  nest  Year 
against  the  Ottawawa  Indians  and  some  of  our  five  Nation  Indians  for  they 
ov  some  of  them  commit  daily  murders  on  our  People  in  our  Garrison.  U.S." 
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Robert  Sanders  to  Sir  William  Johnson. 
"  Hon'iie  Sir  :  "  ^^^^'^J  Govern'"  :  15,  1764. 

"  I  have  Just  Now  Ree^  your  favoilr  of  the  8  Cur'  Noted  you  would 
take  up  tlie  Bond  w^h  you  Executed  Jointly  &  severelly  with  Mr.  Wells 
to  me  on  the  7  June  1762  for  £700  :  —  :  —  Two  Years  &  4  months  Interest 
thereoudue  the  8  June  @6i  P'  0^  106  :  3:4 —  Amounts  in  the  whole  to 
the  7  Instant  to  £806  :  3  :  4  which  sum  you  or  they  Can  pay  &  Discharge 
when  jou  please  But  as  I  have  at  present  no  Occasion  at  New  York  for 
it  I  would  Chuse  to  B«ceive  it  here  In  New  York  Money — Jersey  Money 
I  find  Good  Deal  of  Trouhle  into  pass  it  here  Among  our  farmers  As  you 
Doubtless  will  with  me  Daily  Experience.  I  have  Labored  above  Two 
years  under  a  Malady  which  Rendered  me  Spring  and  Summer  past  In- 
capable to  write  much  or  hardly  at  all  But  It  seems  I  mend  something 
Dayly  at  Least  I  think  so  &  thank  the  Great  Ruler  &  Disposer  of  Heaven 
&  Earth  for  it  and  am  In  Great  hopes  of  Keeovering  ray  Former  State  of 
health  again.  I  Cant  At  this  time  Enlarge  Shall  only  Add  that  I  am  with 
Greatest  Regards  Dear  Sir  — 

"  Your  hum,  &  most  Obd'  friend  &  well  wisher 
"  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart."  "  Robeet  Sahdbrs. 

Boierl  Scmders  to  Messrs  Champimi,  &  Haylsy. 
"Gentlemen  "Albany  April  13,  1765. 

"  The  Enclosed  Memorandum  I  Confirm  to  be  Copy  of  my  Last  to  you 
This  Serves  purely  to  hand  you  the  2't  Bill  thereof  to  Serve  in  Case  of 
need  and  to  Assure  you  I  am  very  Respectfully,  Gent,  Your  Most 

'•  Humiil'  S"  Egbert  Sandeks." 

The  following  month,  May  24, 1765,  Robert  Sanders  the  veteran  cham- 
pion of  his  country's  rights,  passed  away  from  the  stirring  scenes  of  life 
at  the  age  of  60  years,  for  the  lamp  of  life  ceased  to  burn. 

Among  the  family  effects  is  a  singular  Patent  for  Christain  Stadle, 
engraven  on  parchment,  having  attached  to  it  the  great  Seal,  stamped  oa 
one  side  with  the  "  Lion  and  the  Unicorn." 

"  New  Tor&  Secretary's  Office  30th  July  1765  —  The  within  Letters 
pat«nt  are  recorded  in  Lib.  patents  to  reduced  Officers,  &c.,  page  123. 
"  G''BANyAR,  D.  Seor'y." 

"  New  Torh  Auditor  Generah  Offi.ce  30  July  1765  —  The  within  Letters 
p  atent  are  Docqueted  in  this  Office.  ,  g„  Banyar,  Dep.  Aud." 

"  George  The  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland;  King,  Defender  of  the  faith,  mid  so  forth:  To  all  whom 
these  Presents  shall  come  Greeting :  Know  Yd,  That  of  Our  especial 
Grace,  certain  Knowledge,  and  meer  Motion,  We,  have  Given,  Granted, 
Ratified,  and  Confirmed  j  and  Do  by  these  Presents,  for  Us,  onr  Heirs, 
and  Successors,  Give,  Grant,  Ratify,  and  Confirm  unto  Oar  loving  Subject 
Christain  Stable  being  a  disbanded  non  Commission  Officer  having 
serven  in  North  America  during  the  late  War  and  last  belonging  to  our 
Fifty-fifth  Regiment  of  Foot :  All  that  certa,in  Tract  or  parcel  of  Land 
situate  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Albany  on  the  Eastside  of 
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Hudsona  Biver  within  our  Province  of  New  York  t  Beginning  at  the 
Southwest  Corner  of  a  Tract  of  Land  Surveyed  for  John  McDonald  and 
ruQS  thence  East  Sixty  Chains  and  sixteen  Links;  Then  South  Thirty- 
five  Chains ;  Then  West  Sixty  Chains  and  Sisteen  Links  and  then  North 
thirty-five  Chains  to  the  place  where  this  Tract  first  began  Containing 
Two  hundred  acres  of  Land  and  the  usual  Allowance  for  Highways." 

This  ourious  Patent  is  too  lengthy  to  be  further  copied  hut  it  ia  closed 
by  "  In  Testimony  whereof,  We  have  caused  these  Our  Letters  to  he 
made  Patent,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  our  said  Province  to  he  here  unto 
affixed,  Wimesa  our  Trusty  and  Welt  beloved  Cadwallader  Golden 
Esquire  our  Jjieutenant  Governor,  &c.,  &c.  *  *  *  ^  qlauk  " 


Philip  was   the   second   son  of  Col.    Kiliaen  Van  ] 
Ariaantie  Schuyler.     In  the  old  family  Record  I  find  in   my  maternal 
grandfather's  own  writing  these  notices: 

"  1747  May  19th  New  Style  was  I,  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  born  in 
Albany." 

"  1749  October  15th  N.  Style  was  Maria  Sanders  born  in  Albany." 

"  1768  February  24th,  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  getroul  met  Maria 
Sanders  and  Elizabeth  Schuyler,  by  Dominie  Eilardus  Westerlo  at  the 
house  of  her  grandfather  Peter  Schuyler,  at  the  Platts." 

Col.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  was  appointed  ia  July,  1776,  commissary 
of  military  stores  of  the  Northern  Department  by  General  Schuyler,  and 


Cherbt  Hill. 

Built  by  Riilip  Van  Ren88e1aer,ia  lies. 

confirmed  by  congress.  We  see  from  his  private  papers,  the  hard  times 
they  had  to  contend  with  in  raising  money  and  getting  supplies  for  the 
army.  He  wa^  an  upright  and  successful  merchant  and  well  deserved 
the  high  consideration  in  which  he  was  held.  When  on  a  visit  to  New 
Orleans,  he  waa  prostrated  with  yellow  fever  ;  though  able  eventually  to 
return  to  his  home  at  Cherry  Hill,  a  beautiful  site  overlooking  the  Hudson 
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river  and  commanding  a  fine  extended  view.  He  never  recovered  perfect 
health.  In  this  mansion,  built  by  himself  the  year  of  his  marriage,  he 
died.  The  following  notice  ciitfrom  anewapaper  waspaatedin  grandma's 
scrap  book  :  "  Died,  on  Saturday  last  (Maroh  3,  1.798),  Philip  Van 
Kensselaer,  Esqr.,  aged  51  years,  at  his  Seat  at  Cherry  Hill,  His  funeral 
ritea  were  solemaized  on  Wednesday,"  He  left  a  large  and  valuable  pro- 
perty to  his  wife,  and  children,  sis  zoom  and  three  doegiers,  only  seven 
of  whom  survived  their  father.  The  conversatiou  of  my  grandparents 
was  conducted  principally  in  Dutch.  Yah  Mynheer  and  YaJi  I  ya  vrouw 
was  often  interspersed  [a  their  English  familiar  disooarae, 

"  The  troops  quartered  ia  New  York  and  Boston,  were  a  oonstant  source 
of  irritation  and  difficulty  with  the  inhabitants.  On  March  2,  1770,  a 
fray  took  place  in  Boston  between  a  British  soldier  and  a  man  employed 
at  a  rope  walk.  The  former  was  supported  by  his  comrades,  the  latter  by 
the  ropemakers,  till  several  on  both  sides  were  involved  in  the  conse- 
quenues.  This  quarrel  was  renewed  by  the  citizens  on  the  evening  of 
the  fifth  when  a  more  dreadful  scene  was  presented  A  part  of  Gaptaia 
Preston's  company  when  under  arms  were  pressed  upon,  insulted  and 
pelted  by  the  mob  with  snowballs  covering  stones  They  were  also  dared 
to  fire,  which  they  finally  did,  killing  three  of  the  multitude  and  wounding 
five  others.  The  town  was  immediately  in  commotion  Tho  ringing  of 
bells,  the  beating  of  drums,  and  the  shout  lo  aitm  '  by  the  people,  soon 
brought  together  thousands  of  citizens.  A  body  of  troops  sent  in  the 
meantime  to  rescue  Preston's  men,  would  doubtless  have  been  massacred, 
had  not  Governor  Hutchinson  and  some  of  the  loading  citizens,  among 
whom  was  Samuel  Adams  interfered.  The  result  of  the  trial  rofiocted 
great  honor  on  John  Adams,  and  Josiah  Quiacy,  Esqrs,,  the  council  for 
the  prisoners ;  and  also  on  the  integrity  of  the  jury,  who  ventured  to  give 
an  upright  verdict,  in  defiance  of  popular  opinion.  Three  days  after  the 
massacre,  the  obsequies  were  solemnized.  Every  demonstration  of  respect 
was  manifested.  The  stores  and  work-shops  were  closed,  the  bells  of 
Boston,  Charlestown  and  Rox bury  were  tolled,  and  thousands  followed 
the  remains  to  their  final  resting  place.  The  bodies  were  all  deposited 
in  one  vault.  The  consequences  of  this  tragical  event,  sunk  deep  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  were  made  subservient  to  important  purposes. 
The  anniversary  of  it  was  observed  with  great  solemnity  for  thirteen  years 
and  tended  greatly  to  widen  the  breach  between  the  colony  of  Massachu- 
setts and  the  mother  country." 

Pkilip  Tan  Jtemaelaer  to  Ids  Wife. 
"  My  Dear  Wife,  "  Wednesd  ly  N  York,  July  31, 1771. 

*  *  *  •'  I  now  take  this  opportunity  by  Capt  John  Fryer,  to  Acquaint 
you  that  we  arriv'd  here  Sate  a  Sunday  Morning  about  three  O'CIock  in 
a  very  good  State  of  health  hoping  that  thii  will  find  you  and  our  Dear 
Little  children  and  all  the  family  in  the  same  I  hope  to  Sitt  out  for 
home  next  Tuesday  if  the  weathei  willPermittuf  to  Coast  the  Sloop  after 
our  Cargo  is  Sold.  I  have  Sold  my  Peas  most  all  att  7s  pr  r  Bus.  and 
my  Wheat  is  all  Sold  but  not  Settl'd  Cause  I  am  to  have  what  Capt  Val- 
kenburgh  of  Claverack  gits  —  he  has  about  600  Bus.  and  he  stands  out 
for  a  Dollar.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  will  not  git  more  than  7s.  lOd. 
pr ;  Bub  ;  —  is  no  demand  for  fiour,  what  has  Been  Sold  last  fitoh'd  21s. 
&  20s.  6(/,  but  1  am  in  a  fair  way  to  git  21s,  on  Condition  of  Six  weeks 
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but  the  Country  Suffers  Tery  mnch,  of 
great  a  Buniiaiico  of  Wheat  ia  Spoilt  on 
ikewise.  I  was  a  Sunday  three  times  att 
,  a  MoQday  at  Mr.  Shaws,  this  day  I  am 


Cr  :  Here  is  nothing  Strange — 
all  the  Kain  it  has  had  of  Late,  s 
the  ielda,  flax  and  Indian  corn  I 
Church.  I  Dined  att  Mr.  Rays 
to  dine  att  Mr.  Ludlows. 

"  No  more  att  present  But  I  Remain  Your  Loving  Husband  till  Death 
"  Departs  us,  and  Humble  Servant 
"  Mrs.  Philip  Van  Reus-  ^-j  >■ 

»l..,,.t  Alb..,."  3'.    -2,.^  K>r>^-^'^ 


These  reliable  entries  are  valuable  as  showing  the  names  of  merchants 
doing  business;  the  prices  of  articles  of  merchandise;  as  well  as  other 
facts  more  or  less  important  not  otherwise  to  be  obtained 

The  eolonista  had  beeinie  greatly 
exasperated  with  all  their  gt  levances 
the  taxation  system  was  obnoxious 
and  a  "  rigid  ol  servanee  of  the  non 
importation  resolves  wis  enforced 
"The  populai  voice  de  Old  ed  that  while 
the  r^Afio  tax  tea  waamainti  nel  t 
should  not  be  landed  Tn  New  York 
tand-bills  were  circulated  threat- 
ening with  rum  those  who  should 
vend  tea,  warning  pil  t-i  dt  their 
peril,  not  to  eondu(,t  ships  into  thit 
port  laden  with  the  article  The 
same  spirit  pervaded  the  people  from 
New  Hampshire  to  Georgia.  In  the 
meantime,  several  ships,  containing 
thousands  of  chests,  arrived  on  the 
coast.  Sodeterminedwerethe  people 
Dot  to  allow  the  tea  to  be  landed, 
that  ship  after  ship  was  compolleii  to 
leturn  to  England.  The  tea  ships  , 
designed  for  the  supply  of  Boston, 
were  consigned  to  the  son,  cousins 
and  particular  friends  of  Governor 
Hutchinson.  On  December  16, 1773 
(the  British  Governor  Hutchinson 
having  refused  a  pass  for  the  return  of  a 
whichhad  just  arrived),  a  person  in  an  Indian's  dress  gave  the  warmAoopin 
the  gallery  of  the  assembly  rooms  at  Boston.  At  this  signal,  the  people 
hurried  to  the  wharves;  when  a  party  of  about  seventeen  persons,  dressed 
as  Mohawk  Indians,  protected  by  thousands  of  citizens  on  shore,  hoarded 
the  vessels,  broke  open  and  emptied  the  contents  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-two  chests  of  tea  into  the  ocean,  withont  tumult  or  personal  injury 
When  the  intelligence  of  this  summary  proceeding  reached  England,  it 
was  condemned  by  the  government  ^  enormously  criminal.     They  me- 

s  bearing 


Van  Reksselabb  Coat  op  Arms.' 


a  with  tea 
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naoed  our  province  with  the  most  esemplary  vengeance  because  their 
government  was  deprived  of  a  revenue  from  this  quarter,  and  formed  a 
scheme  still  to  introduce  tea  uuder  cover  of  the  Bast  India  Company. 
The  American  people,  however,  would  not  be  imposed  upon  and  they 
firmly  adhered  to  the  resolutiona  not  to  import  or  consume  tea  at  all.  In 
conBe<juence  of  this  step,  the  parliament  passed  the  Boston  Fort  Bill 
to  discontinue  the  landing  of  goods  at  Boston.  The  first  of  June,  IT'74, 
was  kept  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer  asking  Divine  direc- 
tion and  aid." 

General  Sclmyler  to  PMip  Van  Rensselaer. 
„  gjj. ,  "  Saratoga,  Nov.  18th,  1774. 

"  Please  to  hring  for  me  from  New  York  five  Dozen  Mill  Saw  files,  and 
2  Barv=  Nails  2  Barrels  20^  nails  &  2  Barrels  IflJ  nails.  I  would  have 
get  them  from  Henry  White,  Esqr.,  If  be  has  them  and  get  the  Bill  of 
parcels  that  I  may  settle  It  with  him  or  from  whom  you  get  them. 

"  Please  to  ask  Philip  Livingston,  Bsqr,  for  the  Bell  he  was  so  good  ^ 
to  promise  for  the  Saratoga  Church.     I  wish  you  a  good  passage  and  am 
Sir  Tour  most 

Obe^  Servant 


O^'c^ 


"  To  Capt.  Ph  :  Van  Rensselaer." 

Ji(Aert  Ray  to  PhUi^  Van  BBnssdaer. 
u  gir  :  "  Now  York,  May  6th,  1775. 

"  My  last  to  you  was  21  Ult.  to  which  refer.  Since  reo^  none  from  you. 
The  Gentlemen  concerned  in  Hogestraasers  Bond  are  anxious  for  the  £300 
which  you  received  for  them  ;  they  say  they  would  long  ago  have  drawn 
on  you  for  the  Money  according  to  your  Order;  they  would  have  drawn 
on  you  by  Mr.  Seagrove  but  they  were  fearful  it  might  be  taken  you  to  a 
Nonpluss,  which  they  chose  to  avoid.  Cousins  Deborah  &  Betsey  {who 
are  the  Bearers  of  this)  arrived  in  a  troublesome  Time,  the  particulars  of 
which,  I  shall  not  enter  into,  as  you  have  had  them  long  sinae  in  the 
Newspapers,  as  such  I  could  not  advise  Cousin  Betsey  to  stay  here.  I 
have  had  thoughts  to  have  sent  my  Wife,  Sister  &  Caty  to  your  place  for 
safety,  and  some  of  ray  principal  Efieots  ;  but  I  am  entirely  at  a  Los3 
what  to  do ;  however  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Bend  pr.  Mr,  Vanburen 
twelve  hhds  H.  8.  Rum,  which  I  desii-e  you  will  store  for  me,  and  if  you 
can  dispose  of  them  at  2s.  Id.  pr.  G-n.  for  the  Cash,  or  2s.  M.  for  three  oir 
four  Months  Credt.  in  good  Hands  would  have  you  do  it.  Whether  your 
place  or  ours  will  be  tbe  safest  against  our  unnatural  Enemies  I  cannot 
now  well  determine.  We  have  chose  a  new  Committee  here  of  100  of 
the  principal  Inhabitants,  of  which  Number  I  have  tbe  Honor  to  be  one  ; 
we  are  invested  with  large  Powers;  we  have  met  every  Day  for  a  Week, 
sometimes  twice  a  Day.  We  long  to  see  the  provincial  Convention  con- 
vened. We  are  become  unanimous  here  to  a  Man,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
inclosed  Associasion  ;  which  is  generally  signed  by  all  Racks  of  People. 
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If  it  sliould  so  liappen  tliat  you  tliiuk  our  pkee  greater  safety  than  jour 
own,  I  have  House  Room  and  every  thia^  else  for  your  Family  at  your 
Service.  It  being  12  O'Olock  at  Night  I  am  almost  too  much  confused 
to  write.  We  have  had  most  of  the  Cannon  moved  from  Town  to  Kings- 
bridge  &c.,  and  part  of  our  Committee  have  been  out  this  Daj  to  pitch 
upon  the  Ground  where  to  build  Ba,tteries  &  Intrenchments  for  our  De- 
fence, we  are  in  good  Spirits  though  times  look  very  Gloomy ;  we  expect 
by  the  15  or  18  of  this  Month,  all  our  Ports  will  be  shut  up  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  all  tlie  Vessels  in  our  Harbour  are  hurrying  all  they 
canto  getaway  by  that  time  ;  that  if  you  can  get  any  Wheat  down  by  that 
time,  I  believe  it  will  fetch  the  present  price  wliioh  is  6s.  id.  pr.  Bushel, 
&  perhaps  more ;  after  that  time  I  expeot  it  will  not  sell  at  all.  Incio'^ed 
yon  have  Invo.  for  the  12  hhda  of  Eum.  Couz.  Deborah  Just  now 
shewed  me  your  letter  to  her  :  I  l.ake  it  extremely  kind  yoiir  Lnviting  my 
Wife,  Sister  Saliy  and  Caty  to  Gome  to  your  house  in  these  very  trouble- 
some times.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you.  After  kind  Salutation  from  us  to 
your  Family  and  All  Friends  I  am  Sir,  Your  Loving  Cousin 
"  Mr.  Philip  Vanranslear,  Mereht.,  Albany."  "  Robeet  Ray. 

"  When  the  Provincial  Congress  assembled  j\lay  22,  1775,  measures 
for  defense  were  taken.  Four  regiments  were  authorized  to  be  raised  ; 
fortifications  at  King's  Bridge  were  ordered  and  the  Hudson  passes  in  the 
Highland  fortified."  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1775,  the  American 
people  were  very  much  exasperated  with  the  aggressive  measures  of  Great 
Britain  and  universally  "  expressed  open  contempt  for  all  royal  authority 
exercised  by  officers  of  the  erown."  An  effort  was  being  made  to  induce 
the  Canadians  to  take  up  arms  against  the  rebellious  colonists.  Sir  John 
Johnson  succeeded  to  the  titles  and  estate  of  Sir  William  his  father  and 
"  exerted  his  influence  in  the  British  cause."  It  was  at  this  time  an  ex- 
pedition was  arranged  by  the  Americans  to  invade  Canada,  the  stepping- 
stone  to  which,  was  boldly  set  in  motion  by  the  marvelous  capture  of 
Tieonderoga,  on  May  10,  1775,  by  Col.  Ethan  Allen  who  demanded  it 
"  In  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehooah  and  the  Continental  Goit(/i-ess."  A 
zealous  divine  in  his  pulpit  prayed  :  "Oh!  Lord,  if  our  enemies  will  fight 
lis,  let  them  have  fighting  enough.  If  more  soldiers  are  on  their  way 
hither,  sink  them,  0  Lord,  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  Kvery  heart  re- 
sponded Amen,  let  them  have  fighting  enough." 

Zftiw*   V/iin  Buren  to  Philip  Van  Benaadam: 
ujjgarSir:  "^^^^  York,  8th  August,  1775. 

"  According  to  your  Desire  your  petition  has  been  Delivered  into  the 
Provinoial  Congress,  they  have  according  to  your  Request  granted  that 
Pour  hundred  and  fifty  Barrels  of  Pork  Shall  be  sent  by  Governor  Trumble 
of  Connecticut,  their  Order  to  the  Governor  is  (In  Provincial  Congress 
at  N.  York,  August  8th,  1775.  Ordered,  that  Governor  Trumbale  be 
requested  and  he  is  hereby  requested  by  this  Congress  to  permit  the 
Quantity  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  Barrels  pork  to  be  sent  to  N.  York  to 
the  Care  of  Messrs.  Dennis  &  Dawson  to  be  forwarded  for  the  use  of  the 
Continentile  Army  in  the  Northern  parts  of  this  Colony. 

"  A  true  Copy  from  tlie  Minutes 

"  John  McKesson,  Secry." 
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"  I  have  taken  and  send  you  A  List  of  What  is  on  Board  as  Near  Aa  I 
can  lecolleet,  you'll  be  good  enough  to  ceep  our  Salt  Separate  as  it  lays  ia 
the  Sloop.     *     *     *       ,^  ^^^^  ^TienA  and  Humble  Servant, 
"  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany."  Leon"  V.  Bueen. 

Leonard  Yan  Btiren  to  PMly>  Van  Menssdaer. 
a  Dear  s'lV,  "  ^^"^  '^°'"''  ^'^S  25th  1775. 

"  After  sending  home  our  Sloop,  I  left  New  York  on  niy  Journey  to 
Grovernor  Trumbull  in  Chonectukitt,  and  in  going  inquired  about  Pork 
found  it  very  scarse,  it  being  allmost  all  bought  up  by  their  Commisserys, 
which  I  Inforra'd  the  Governor,  he  gave  me  a  permitt  to  buy  pork,  but 
said  could  give  me  no  order  on  the  Comniissery  for  one  Barrel  pork,  but 
he  give  nie  a  Letter  to  one  of  his  Chieff  Commisserys,  for  him  to  use  his 
pleasure,  that  Conimissery  told  me  it  mas  not  in  his  power  to  give  me  a 
Barrel  of  that  which  was  brought,  but  would  send  an  Express  Immediately 
back  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  which  he  did,  and  desired  roe  In  the  meantime 
to  go  to  Danberry  to  one  Jno.  McOlean  to  buy  as  much  as  possible  and 
he  would  tbere  let  me  know  at  Danberry,  I  waited  one  day  for  the 
Commessarjs  Express  &  Bought  upwards  of  Two  hundred  Barrels  pork 
&  left  Eleveo  hundred  pounds  in  Clash  Lawfull  money  with  Jno.  McOlean 
for  him  to  Buy  the  four  hundred  &  fifty  barrels  and  Pay  it  in  full  &  it 
should  be  Repaid  by  us.  the  pork  he  was  to  have  sent  by  water  to  New 
York.  I  proceeded  my  Journey  to  N.  York  and  could  not  Learn  one 
word  of  our  Sloop.  I  sitt  Sail  With  Capt.  Clutt  on  Intent  to  meet  our 
Sloop  or  find  her  at  Albany  but  coming  in  Haver-atraw  mett  peter  Bradt 
About  sunsett  who  Informed  me  that  our  Sloop  was  then  behind  him  about 

2  hours  Sailing,  I  being  Afraid  to  pass  her  in  the  Night  Stept  on  Boord 
of  peter  Bradts  and  Arrived  again  In  N.  York  the  24  Instant  where  now 
wait  very  Impatiently  for  our  Sloop  not  knowing  what  can  be  the  Matter 
with  our  Sloop.  Mr.  Robert  Yates  and  Mr.  Jacob  Ouyler  now  Inform  me 
that  the  Express  sent  by  the  aforesaid  Commisaery  to  Governor  Jonathan 
Trumbull  was  from  there  aent  to  General  Waahington  for  his  orders,  and 
he  has  sent  Express  that  Pork  must  be  had  Immediately  the  full  Qaantity 
jou  desired  and  sent  to  the  North  River  by  Land  and  not  by  Water  which 
I  Judge  Will  be  some  where  in  the  high  Lands,  but  will  be  farther  In- 
formed by  the  nest  post. 

"  On  my  Arrivall  from  haver  Straw  in  N.  York  I  was  Informed  of  the 
unhappyAffair  of  the  Yorkers  and  Captain  Vanderpott,  the  Citizens  being 
on  the  Battery  to  take  away  the  Cannon,  and  the  Capt.  of  the  Asia  had 
had  Information  that  Afternoon  of  some  Bad  person,  placed  his  boat  nigh 
the  Shore  to  give  him  a  Signall  as  he  Afterwavdshad  wrote  himself  to  the 
Mayor  of  the  City,  the  Boat  fyred  one  gun.  One  Company  of  ours  made 
thought  they  fyred  on  them  and  gave  the  Boat  a  full  Volley  and  only 
killed  one,    the  Captain  then  began  to  fire  with  Cannon,  he  then  wounded 

3  of  our  men  very  slightly,  hit  in  several  houses.  No  more  now  for 
want  of  Room  and  time.  ,,  t        n  -ir       -o 

"  Leon"  Van  Btjhen, 
"Philip  Van  Ren.sselaer,  Esq.  Albany." 


e  of  One  Hundred,  guided  by  fhe  popular  will  and  per- 
ceiving a  resort  to  arms  to  be  inevitable  ordered  Col.  John  Lamb,  who 
was  then  a  captain  of  artillery,  to  remove  the  cannons   from    the    grand 
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battery  and  the  fort,  aud  take  them  to  aplace  of  security.  He  proceeded 
to  the  battery  atnineo'elock  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-third  of  August, 
accompanied  by  a  body  of  citizens  fully  prepared  for  action.  Captain 
Vandeput  of  the -isid,  informed  of  the  intended  movement,  sent  a  barge 
filled  with  armed  men  to  watch  the  patriots.  When  they  appeared,  a 
musket  ball  was  indiscreetly  sent  among  them  from  some  over-zealous  per- 
soiia  on  the  barge.  It  was  Immediately  answered  by  a  volley,  when  the 
barge  hastened  to  the  Asia,  bearing  several  men  killed  and  wounded. 
That  vessel  opened  her  port-holes,  and  then  hurled  three  balls  ashore  ia 
quick  succession.  Lamb  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms;  the  church 
bells  were  rung,  and  while  all  was  confusion  and  alarm,  a  broadside  came 
from  the  Asia,  but  no  lives  were  Iwt." 

My  father's  uncle,  Colonel  Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer,  the  third  son  of 
Colonel  Kiliaea  Van  Rensselaer  and  Ariaantie  Schuyler  was  with  General 
Montgomery  at  the  storming  of  Quebec,  '  and  engaged  in  the  disastrous 
battle  before  that  city's  beleaguered  walla  on  the  memorable  December 
31,  1775.'  I  well  remember  the  benignant  old  gentleman  when  living 
below  Greenbush  in  the  old  Dutch  house  of  small  bricks  imported  from 
Holland,  with  its  gable  and  high  pointed  roof,  facing  the  Hudson  river; 
the  heavy  wooden  stoop  with  the  wide  seats  on  either  side  and  the 
ponderous  front  door  "  divided  laterally  in  two  parts,"  whose  upper  half 
was  ornamented  with  the  quaint  heavy  old  brass  knocker  formed  like  a 
dog;  and  the  "  old  shutters  with  their  curious  faateniaga  and  hinges." 
There  too  was  the  antiquated  soldier  with  his  loved  pipe  for  a  constant 
companion,  to  alleviate  any  liepression  of  spirits,  "  He  blew  out  a  whiff 
of  smoke  as  fleecy  as  a  '  summer  cloud  '  and  while  watching  its  fantastic 
movements  and  sbapes,"  or  speaking  between  the  pufls  of  smoke  as  he 
knocked  the  ashes  from  his  burnt  out  pipe,  would  then  again  fight  the 
battle  over  for  our  instruction  and  edification.  He  had  a  conscientious 
sense  of  duty  to  posterity  and  delighted  to  tell  of  "  the  heroic  lives  which 
have  been  led  and  deaths  which  have  been  died  in  defense  of  liberty." 
In  those  days  the  tight  breeches  with  silver  buckles  at  the  knee  and 
braided  long  queue  were  still  retained.  He  would  relate  "  the  stirring 
scenes  preceding  and  attending  the  battle  and  the  subsequent  gloom  and 
foreboding  that  pervaded  the  country,"  of  their  sufferings  and  hardships; 
the  rigors  of  that  cold  Canadian  winter  in  1775;  of  their  stern  resolve 
of  "  victory  or  death  "  as  before  daylight  they  came  down  from  the  Plains 
on  December  Slst.  How  silently  they  marched  in  the  drifting  snow, 
leaping  over  blocks  of  ice  that  they  might  charge  the  battery  and  then, 
when  quite  near,  came  the  terrific  shower  of  grape  shot  causing  the  death 
of  their  brave  Gen.  Montgomery  and  many  others,  CoL  James  Livings- 
ton and  himself  were  within  a  few  feet  of  that  officer  when  he  fell;  it  was 
indeed  a  most  disastrous  campaign  in  Canada,  but  Col.  V.  R.  served 
during  the  entire  war  suffering  great  privations.  He  was  accompanied 
by  two  near  relatives,  Cols.  John  Visscher  and  James  Van  Rensselaer, 
then  all  holding  the  rank  of  lieutenants.  Col.  Nicholas  V.  R.,  was  not 
only  at  the  storming  of  Quebec  but  was  subsequently  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  Ticonderoga,  Fort  Miller,  Fort  Ann,  and  Bemis's  heights,  and 
such  was  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  Gen.  Gates  —  being  aid 
to  Gen.  Schuyler  —  he  was  selected  to  convey  the  intelligence,  to  the 
citizens  at  Albany,  of  General  Burgoyne's  surrender  at  Saratoga  on 
October  17,  1777.     In  1818  when  the  remains  of  Gen.  Montgomery  were 


•d  by  Google 


D       S 


Legacy  op  Historical  Gleahinos. 

N  m  T  k  f  r  inletment,  Cols.  Nicholas  Van  Eensselaer  and 
I       w        h     fived  pall-beavers.     The  following  letters  to  my 

II  — II  1  p  Van  Rensselaer  —  descriptive  of  the  capture  of 
Ch  mblj  d  Montreal  are  interesting  not  only  from  recording 
ta  b  t  I  y  1  ow  the  peculiar  style  of  writing  in  those  early 
I      d    d   y         ago.     These  records  of  the  past   "are   dingy 

1      d  by  d  the  letters  almost  nn  distinguishable  from  the 

dd    t    fy      %." 

J         T      Eensselaer  to  FliUip  Tan  Rensselaer. 

"  Ticonderoga,  Aug.  29,  1775. 
I  d  th  g  and  should  have  gone  on  across  the  Lake,  bat 

th  HdW  th  h  p  vented  us.  Icaainform,  that  of  our  Army  a  large 
p  t  Al  ly  p  h  d  n  past  Crown-point  and  we  shall  follow  with  the 
g  t  t  h  t  I  J  t  to  be  in  sight  of  St.  John's  in  Leas  then  Tea 
Dy  f  m  histm  w  hall  not  wait  for  the  Troops  at  Albany,  their  De- 
1  y  w  II  h  L        f     us  to  Wait  for  them.     I  believe  any  things  you 

will  h  f  m  w  II  b  in  Vain  to  send.  You  must  not  espect  to  hear 
f    m  m      h  f  h         d   Ction  of  that   place.      My   Compliments   to   All 

F       d        A  d  I     m       Dear  Sir, 

"  Very  Affectionately  Yours, 

"  James  Van  Eensselaee. 
"  For  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Albany." 

James  Yaa  Mertaadaer  to  PkUip  Yan  Beassdaev. 
(I  j)gg^  gi^  "  Isle  Aux  Noix,  14  Septr.,  1775. 

"  You  no  doubt  have  heard  of  our  attempt  to  attack  Saint  Johns,  on 
the  sixth  we  landed  within  Cannon  shot  of  the  Fort  under  a  brisk  Fire 
without  the  least  hurt  from  them.  We  found  ourselves  In  a  Thick  swampy 
woods  where  our  advaoced  party  Commanded  by  Major  Hobby  and  Capt. 
Mead  were  attacked  by  about  100  Indians  Commanded  by  Capt.  Tica 
which  lasted  a  Considerable  time  :  our  loss  is  5  killed  and  eight  wounded, 
S  of  which  are  since  dead.  Major  Hobby  and  Captain  Mead  are  among 
the  wounded,  by  certain  accounts  the  Loss  of  the  Enemy  is  sis  killed  and 
numbers  wounded.  Capt.  Ties  is  among  the  wounded.  Since  which 
General  Montgomery  has  made  a  second  attempt  with  800  men.  On  their 
Landing  they  killed  one  Frenchman  &  Two  Indians;  but  the  behaviour 
of  onr  Troops  on  the  discharge  of  a  Few  Booms  of  the  Enemy  is  such  that 
I  should  Blush  to  name  it,  they  Retired  with  the  greatest  Confusion. 
To  day  we  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  James  Livingston  by  which  we 
Learn  that  he  with  a  number  of  Canadians  have  had  an  logagement  with 
his  [erased  by  time  and  the  mice.]  Twelve  of  them,  upon  which  it  was 
this  day  Resolved  in  the  Council  of  War  to  send  off  one  Hundred  men 
with  about  Thirty  Canadians  that  were  here  to  Join  Livingston,  when 
General  Montgomery  with  the  remainder  of  the  Army  about  1100  Strong 
is  to  proceed  down  to-morrow  to  Saint  Johns.  I  hope  we  shall  succeed 
but  if  I  am  to  Judge  from  the  behaviour  of  our  Troops  on  the  Two  Late 
attacks,  I  have  but  Little  hopes  of  entire  success. 

Your  Brother  Nicholas  is  well  and  in  very  high  spirits. 

Friday  11  oclock  at  night,  in  haste.  General  Schuyler's  state  of  Health 
is  anoh  as  I  believe  wilt  be  attended  with  Great  Banger,  he  leaves  to- 
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morrow  for  Tioonderoga  whioU  is  a  great  Diacouragement  to  us.  My  kind 
Cotnplinienta  to  your  Family  and  toquiring  Friends.  Adieu  Dear  Sir 
«d  am  joms  to  to.  Jameb  V.  K™ssKI.*«B. 

"  To  Mr.  PtLilij  Van  Rensselaer  at  Albany. 

"  To  the  care  of  Mr.  Walter  Livingaton." 


"  General  Schuyler  had  issued  a  suitable  proelamation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  on  entering  that  territory.  He  had  also  been  informed  that 
St.  Johns  was  garrisoned  by  the  whole  regular  British  force  in  Canada 
with  the  exception  of  only  fifty  men  retained  in  Montreal  by  General 
Carleton,  but  all  this  proved  to  be  untrue.  In  consequence  of  serious  ill 
health  General  Schuyler  was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  command  to  General 
Montgomery.  After  hie  return  to  Tioonderoga,  he  was  aotive  in  forward- 
ing re-enforcements  to  Isle  Aus  Noix  ;  and  on  his  recovery  from  sickness 
devoted  himself  zealously  to  the  management  of  the  affairs  ia  the  northern 
departments.  It  was,  indeed,  fortunate  for  the  army  that  Schuyler  re- 
turned to  Tieonderoga  at  that  time.  He  fonnd  every  thing  connected 
with  the  forwarding  of  provisions  in  the  greatest  disorder  and  detained 
on  the  way  by  neglect  or  indolence,"  Mr.  James  Van  Kensselaer  was  born 
1746  and  died  in  1829.  He  married  Ist  Catharine  Van  Cortlandt,  2d 
Elsie  Schuyler. 

James  Van  Mensselaer  to  Philip  Van  Rensselaer. 
"  Dear  Friend  :  "  Camp  before  St.  Johns  6  Ootr,  1775. 

"  I  have  wrote  you  Several  letters  since  my  Leaving  Albany  In  hopes  of 
having  had  the  pleasure  of  one  in  return  fromyou  which  would  have  giveu 
me  great  satisfaction  To  hear  from  you  and  Green  Bush.  As  you  are  the 
only  person  I  expect  a  line  from  in  Albany  But  the  old  sajing  out  of 
sight  out  of  mind  may  be  true.  However  I  can  with  pleasure  inform  you 
that  St.  Luke  La  Come  has  Desired  a  Gouference  with  us  in  behalf  of 
principal  Gentlemen  of  Montreal,  their  Meeting  will  be  To  morrow  at 
Lapralrie.  We  have  Dlspatohed  Mr.  Mo  PhersonandMajor  Brown  to  Treat 
with  them  on  our  part.  We  hope  the  Meeting  will  be  a  means  to  con- 
vince the  Canadians  that  we  aot  upon  Just  Principals  to  restore  them  to 
their  Just  rights  and  Liberties.  The  Garrison  of  St.  Johns  is  completely 
surrounded,  the  Canadians  are  Entrenching  on  the  East  Side  of  the  River 
opposite  to  the  Fort,  where  they  are  to  have  Two  Cannon  to  annoy  the 
Enemy's  Vesfels  Col :  Bedel  on  the  North  Side.  Col :  Seth  Warner  at 
Laprairie  and  the  General  on  the  South.  We  have  had  a  Further  Assur- 
ance of  Friendship  from  the  Caughnawaga  Indians,  this  evening  we  shall 
have  a  13  inch  Mortar  playing  on  the  Forts.  You  Cannot  Conceive  what 
plenty  of  provisions  we  have  here  of  all  kinds  from  the  Canadians  in  the 
Irish  way  to  support  our  Army.  Tour  Brother  is  in  perfect  health. 
We  are  Dajly  in  Espeetation  of  a  Re-enforeeraent  of  400  men  from  Tieon- 
deroga, when  shall  muster  2000,  when  we  shall  be  able  to  force  our 
Enemy  out  off  their  hold.  Be  assured  this  will  be  my  Last  Letter  to  you 
unless  you  write  me  and  give  me  a  good  Excuse.  My  Compliments  to  all 
lud  particularly  to  your  Spouse,  and  am  Dear  Sir,  with  the  greatest 


regard  Your  most  Obdt  Humble  Servant 
"ToMr.  PhUip  V.  I 


'  James  V.  Rensselaer. 
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James  Van,  Bensselaer  to  PJiMp  Van  Benssdaer. 
"  Dear  Sir  "  Camp  before  St.  Johns,  23  Octr.,  1775. 

"  The  Enclosed  is  alist  of  the  Gentlemen  Taken  at  Chamblie.  I  hope 
you  will  show  them  all  the  kinclnesa  in  your  power.  Major  GJansevoort 
[Peter  Gansevoord],  is  still  very  weak.  I  hope  to  Leave  this  by  the  first 
of  nest  month  altho  ;  the  Army  may  Take  up  their  Winter  Quarters  in 
Canada.     My  Oompts  to  all  Friends. 

"  I  am  Dr.  Sir 


"  To  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  at  Albany, 
"  In  favour  of  Major  Stopford." 


i  V.  Bensselabb. 


"A  List  of  OJicer's  names,  privates  &c. —  Major  Stopford,  Capt.  Price, 
Capt.  Godwin,  Lt.  Hamer,  Lt.  Harrison,  A  Surgeon,  Lt.  Shettleworth, 
Capt,  Alye  of  the  Schooner,  Commis.  McColougb.    76  privates. 

"  Spoils  taken  at  Chamhlie  the  ISth  Inst. —  80  Bar.  of  flour,  11  of  Rice, 
7  peas,  6  Butter,  134  Bar.  of  Pork,  7  do  Dam,  124  Bar.  Gunpowder  or 
6  Ton,  300  Swivel  shot,  1  Box  of  Musket  shot,  cartridges,  160  French 
Arms,  3  Koyai  mortars,  61  Shells,  500  Hand  Grenades,  83  stand  of  Royal 
Fosileers,  83  Accoutermenta  of  do,  A  Large  Quantity  of  naval  Storea, 
&e,  &c.,  for  3  vessels,  5  French  prisoners  Taken  at  Longueuil." 

James  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  was  aid-de.oamp  of  General  Montgomery. 
When  General  Carleton  was  informed  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Chambly, 
te  immediately  left  Montreal  with  a  strong  re-enfor cement  for  the  garri- 
son of  St.  Johns.  With  energetic  power  he  embarked  upon  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  ia  bateaux  and  flat  boats,  and  attempted  to  land  at 
Longueil,  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the  city.  Colonel  Seth  Warner,  with 
three  hundred  Green  mountaiu  boys,  was  on  the  alert  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  lay  in  covert  near  the  spot  where  Carleton  was  about  to  land. 

He  allowed  the  boats  to  get  very  near  the  shore,  when  he  opened  a 
terrible  storm  of  grape  shot  upon  them  from  a  four  pound  cannon,  which 
drove  them  accrosa  the  river.  The  Canadians  were  greatly  alarmed  at  all 
the  warlike  preparations  before  St.  Johns,  and  many  fled,  but  a  declara- 
tion was  sent  assuring  them  that  the  Americans  intended  to  act  only 
against  the  British  forts,  and  not  to  interfere  with  the  people  or  their 
religion. 


FoKT  Chambly. 

General  Montgomery  had  been  informed  by  some  of  the  Canadian 
scouts,  that  the  fort  at  Chambly  had  but  a  feeble  garrison,  because  Gene- 
ral Carleton  supposed,  as  it  was  twelve  miles  northward   on  the  river 
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Sorel,  it  could  not  be  readied  by  the  Americana  unless  the  one  at  St. 
Johns  was  captured.  The  garrison  made  but  a  feeble  resistanoe  and  the 
surrender  of  the  Cbambly  fort  was  an  important  event,  for  it  furnished 
Gen.  Montgomery  with  means  to  carry  on  the  siege  of  St.  Johns  vigorously. 
"  The  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  among  the  stores  were  three  tons  of 
po,wder,  that  was  captured  was  sent  immediately  to  the  besiegers  at  St. 
Johns.  The  siege  continued  sis  weeks  and  then,  on  November  1st,  the 
garrison  surrendered  prisoners  of  war,  and  the  Continental  troops  had 
possession  of  the  fort.  After  the  defeat  of  Carleton  the  commandev-in- 
chief  immediately  sent  a  flag  and  letter  to  Major  Preston,  the  commandant 
of  the  garrison,  informing  him  of  the  defeat  and  demanding  a  surrender 
of  the  fortress  to  prevent  further  effusion  of  blood.  They  marched  out  of 
the  fort,  the  nest  day,  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  the  troops  grounded 
their  arms  on  the  plain  near  by.  The  officers  were  allowed  to  keep  their 
side-arms  and  their  fire-arms  were  reserved  for  them.  The  garrison  had 
been  on  half  allowance." 

I/icholm  Van  Sensselaer  to  PhiUp  Van.  Bensselaer. 
"  Dear  Brother  and  Sister,  '  Montreal  Nov'  21  1775. 

"  I  embrace  of  this  opportunity  and  inform  you  that  I  am  in  good  health 
and  hope  these  may  find  jou  and  your  family  in  the  same.  In  the  first 
place  I  must  give  you  Joy  with  your  young  Daughter  [my  Mother.]  In 
the  nest  place  I  will  inform  you  how  we  have  carried  on  our  Soige  against 
our  Enemies.  We  lay  at  St  Johns  six  weeks  and  four  Days  before  they 
surrendered,  the  first  of  this  Instant  they  gave  up;  the  13th  of  thislnstant 
our  Greneral  [Montgomery]  Marched  in  this  Town  without  the  firing  of  a 
gun.  Genera!  Carleton  run  off  with  twelve  Vessels  well  Loaded  with 
provisions  and  Ammunition  and  run  Down  about  40  Miles  Below  this 
place  where  we  had  a  Battery  with  Eight  Guns  in  the  very  Narrowest 
place  in  the  whole  River,  where  they  Could  not  pass  without  Being  taken. 
They  made  an  Attempt  once  to  go  by,  but  they  Bee''  -such  hoot  fire,  that 
they  was  forced  to  go  Back ;  and  our  Royalty  followed  them  up  very  Close 
and  keep  firing  on  them  till  they  sent  out  a  flag  and  made  Capitulation. 
There  was  one  Schooner  Loaded  with  powder,  that  they  threw  all  over 
Board.  We  took  the  twelve  Vessels  and  the  Brigadier  General  one  Lieu- 
tenant Col  three  Majors  five  Captains  and  ais  Lieut'  and  113  Privates, 
Beaidea  the  Sailors  ;  they  had  a  Vast  sight  of  provisions  which  we  have 
all  took.  The  Officers  of  our  Battalion  are  all  Resolved  to  stay  till  nest 
May  and  we  are  now  Inlisting  our  men  over  again  to  stay  till  that  time. 
So  you  need  not  Ezpeot  me  home  till  then  and  if  the  Service  Requires  I 
shall  stay  Longer.  I  Bspect  we  shall  within  three  Days,  March  to  Ouhack 
[Quebec]  to  take  that  the  General  ia^  going  off  to  morrow.  I  shall  now 
Rest  and  "  Remain  Your  Loving  Brother 

"  Nicholas  V.  Rbansselear 
"To  Capt.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  at  Albany." 

After  the  garrison  at  St.  John's,  which  commands  the  entrance  into 
Canada,  had  been  beaieged  and  taken,  General  Montgomery  pursued  hia 
Buoeesa,  and  took  Montreal  j  and  designed  to  puah  his  victories  to  Quebec, 
but  meanwhile  secured  the  confidence  of  the  people  by  treating  them  with 
kindnesa.  Governor  Carleton  escaped  at  night  in  a  boat  with  muffled 
oars,  and  arrived  at  Quebec. 
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James  Van  Sensselaer  la  Philip  Yon  Bensmlaer. 
"  Dear  Sir :  "  Montreal  24  Nov'  1775 

"  Before  this  Comes  to  hand  you  will  no  Doubt  have  the  full  particulars 
of  our  Success.  I  shall  only  mention  to  you  The  Taken  of  General  Prea- 
cottand  113  privates  with  Eleven  sail  of  Vessels,  in  which  we  shall 
tomorrow  Embark  for  Quebec  to  join  Col.  Benedict  Arnold,  who  is  there 
■with  aboiit  600  of  his  Army.  Many  of  them  have  perished  on  their 
march  for  want  of  provisions,  this  acco'  we  have  of  Capt.  Ogdea  a  Gentle- 
man from  the  Jerseys,  who  attended  Col.  Arnold.  I  hope  you  will  Treat 
General  Prescott  with  Disdain  for  his  Barbarous  Treatment  of  our  friends 
in  this  Town.  And  also  to  poor  Col.  Ethan  Allen  who  is  shipped  for 
England  and  Loaded  with  Irons.  Your  Brother  is  in  good  health  and 
will  attend  the  Army.     My  Compliments  to  all  friends,  and 

I  remain  Dr.  Sir,  your  most  obt.  Hum.  Servt, 

.,  m    Tn,-i-    TT     T>         I        .11.         "  James  Van  Rensselaer. 
"  Mr.  Philip  Van  Bensselaer,  Albany. 

"  Col.  Ethan  Allen  had  been  sent  a  few  weeks  before  the  taking  of  St. 
Johns  by  Gen.  Montgomery  to  arouse  the  Canadians  in  favor  of  the  re- 
bellion. He  was  induced  to  make  an  attack  upon  Montreal  but  was 
captured  with  thirty-eight  of  his  Green -mountain  boys,  and  sent  to  Eng- 
land in  irons.  Allen  deserved  his  fiite  for  his  rashness  and  disobedience 
of  orders.  Still,  he  was  very  near  oaptnring  Montreal  with  the  small 
party  he  had  led  in  advance,  as  was  subsequently  admitted  hy  one  of  the 
British  officers.  When  Colonel  Prescott  learned  by  conversation  with 
Allen,  that  he  was  the  same  man  who  had  captured  TIeonderoga,  he  was 
greatly  enraged,  threatened  him  with  a  halter,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
bound  hand  and  foot  in  chains  with  an  iron  bar  attached.  A  body  of 
troops  commanded  hy  General  Arnold  was  ordered  to  march  to  Canada, 
by  the  river  Kennebec,  and  through  the  unexplored  forest.  After  suffer- 
ing every  hardship,  and  the  most  distressing  hunger  while  in  the  wilder- 
ness, the  whole  army  that  remained  arrived,  on  November  9th,  at  Point 
Levi  opposite  Quebec,  after  one  of  the  moat  wonderful  marches  on  record 
during  the  space  of  two  months,  and  was  soon  Joined  by  General  Mont- 
gomery. Quebec,  which  was  commanded  by  Governor  Catleton,  was  im- 
mediately besieged.  But  there  being  little  hope  of  taking  the  town  hy 
siege,  it  was  determined  to  storm  it  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  December 
31st,  by  attacking  Quebec  on  opposite  sides.  At  5  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. General  Montgomery  advanced  against  the  lower  town.  He  passed 
the  first  barrier,  and  was  just  opeuing  to  attack  the  second,  when  the  dis- 
charge of  a  wall-piece  from  a  neighboring  house  stretched  Montgomery 
lifeless  on  the  bloody  snow,  together  with  his  aid-de-camp.  Captain  Mc- 
pherson. The  death  of  Montgomery  was  deeply  lamented,  he  left  on 
the  rock  of  Quebec  his  blood,  and  to  his  country  the  legacy  of  his  fame. 
Arnold  also  was  completely  disabled  by  a  musket-wound  and  retired  about 
three  miles  from  the  town  ;  after  the  arrival  of  Genera!  Wooster  he  re- 
turned to  Montreal.  Meanwhile  Gen.  Carleton,  being  re-inforoed  from 
England  by  troops  under  G-eneral  Burgoyne,  the  Americans  were  obliged 
to  make  a  hasty  retreat,  pursued  by  Burgoyne,  and  the  whole  army  by 
July  1st  were  finally  driven  out  of  Canada." 
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James  VaTi  Semselaer  to  PMMp  Van  BensMlaer. 
"  Dear  Friend  "  Head  Quartere,  Montreal,  Jan'y  27th,  1776. 

"  Yours  of  the  sixth  lastant  Came  to  hand  the  IS'h  U!t,  by  which  I 
find  you  expected  I  was  gone  to  Quebec  but  my  reason  for  not  going  was 
my  Lameness  in  one  of  my  feet.  General  Montgomery  advised  me  to 
stay  till  such  time  as  I  was  Recovered,  on  my  recovery  I  waited  on  General 
Wooeter,  that  I  was  desirous  of  going  down.  But  he  had  during  my 
Lameness  sent  Mr.  Lockwood  his  Secretary  with  Cash  to  the  Army  at 
Quebec,  and  Insisted  on  my  staying  until  such  time  as  he  returned  3  who 
did  not  Arrive  but  two  days  before  the  defeat  and  death  of  our  brave 
General.  Since  which  time  the  Business  here  in  granting  Commissions 
to  the  Canadians  of  the  Several  parishes  who  all  choose  their  own  Officers, 
has  employed  our  time  so  Effectually  that  we  have  not  had  Jjeisure  for  a 
moment  to  ourselves.  Which  I  oan  assure  you  has  a  very  good  effect  on 
the  CanadiaDs  in  order  to  secure  them  to  our  interest.  Notwithstanding 
the  Cunning  Artifice  of  the  Priests  and  others,  particularly  the  Seotts 
Merchants  in  this  Town  who  have  Jointly  done  every  thing  in  their  power 
to  excite  the  Country  to  take  up  Arms  ag'  us;  they  have  absolutely  re- 
fused the  people  who  are  our  friends  the  rights  of  their  Church.  The 
spirits  of  our  Distressed  Army  is  greatly  revived  by  the  Arrival  of  some 
Volunteers  from  Massachusetts  govt,  tinder  Arnold  ;  also  by  the  Arrival 
of  the  Military  Chest  by  Capt.  Benson  and  the  other  Gentlemen.  We 
have  sent  about  250  men  to  the  assistance  of  our  Friends  at  Quebec,  in  a 
day  or  two  the  remainder  of  the  first  Batt"  of  Yorkers  are  to  march.  Con- 
sisting of  about  100  men,  who  are  much  wanted  since  our  unhappy  Affair 
there.  They  are  Determined  to  have  possession  of  the  Town  or  perish 
before  they  Quit  the  Ground  they  now  possess.  It  is  hardly  possible  for 
you  or  any  men  in  our  Country  to  conceive  the  great  Hardships  they  un- 
dergo. They  are  oblig''  to  be  on  guard  every  other  night  and  they  are 
Continually  Laying  on  their  Arms.  The  Snow  is  about  6  feet,  the  cold 
very  severe  and  what's  still  worse  the  scarcity  of  Cash  as  nothing  but 
gold  or  silver  will  answer  here.  Unless  one  or  two  Gentlemen  from  your 
Quarter  should  undertake  to  bring  up  a  Quantity  of  Stores  and  Goods, 
and  take  Continental  Currency  in  payment.  I  have  thought  that  if  you 
and  Brother  Harry  should  undertake  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  I  am 
very  sure  that  you  would  make  your  fortune  in  a  very  short  time.  No 
good  Liquors  to  be  had  here,  Spirits  of  Different  Quality  is  sold  from  16 
to  20  shillings.  Rum  from  10  to  12  &c.  I  am  very  sure  that  no  person 
in  your  parts  can  afford  to  Convey  goods  to  this  place  to  so  great  an  ad- 
vantage and  with  greater  Security  than  you  might  do.  I  have  not  heard 
from  your  Brother  Nicholas  since  he  left  this  for  Quebec,  which  is  a  fort- 
night ago  this  day.  As  I  am  appointed  Master  Master  to  this  Army  in 
Canada  I  am  ordered  as  soon  as  I  have  mustered  the  Troops  here  to  March 
down  to  Quebec  which  will  be  the  first  Week  after  next,  therefore  you 
will  not  hear  from  mo  for  sometime;  please  to  present  my  Oompf  to 
your  Lady  and  the  Young  Ladies  and  to  all  friends.  If  we  should  ever 
return  I  hope  our  Brave  friends  will  be  rewarded.  I  have  reoi*  the 
Cutte.      I  am  Dear  Sir  Yours  &c.  ,,  -,        „  ir  o 

"  J  AMES  V .  EeNSSELAER, 

"  To  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany." 
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"  Ab  soon  as  the  news  of  General  Montgomery's  death  n 
resolutions  of  condolence  with  his  family  for  their  I: 
presaive  of  their  grateful  remembrance  and  respect  were  afloptecl." 

"In  England  his  name  was  mentioned  in  Parliament  with  singular 
respect.  The  minister  acknowledged  his  worth  saying:  'Curse  on  his 
■virtues,  they  have  undone  his  country.'  " 

The  following  letters  to  my  njother's  father,  Philip  Van  Rensselaer, 
commissary  of  military  stores  of  the  Northern  Department,  show  that  the 
citizens  of  Albany  were  engaged  in  transporting  provisions  and  other 
articles,  and  that  "  Hum  was  one  of  the  principal  items  of  traffic  not  only 
with  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York"  but  also  to  the  army. 

Tminis  3*  Vom,  Veehten  to  PhiMp  Van  Senaaelaer. 
"  Dear  Sir  :  "  Montreal  9th  Feb  :  1776,. 

I  arrived  here  this  Morning  safe  with  all  my  Cargo,  but  find  the  price 
of  Bum  much  different  from  what  we  heard  it  was.  I  find  on  enquiry  that 
N.  York  Rum  sells  at  6s.  and  w.  j.  at  10s.  per  Gallon.  Mr.  Walter  Liv- 
ingston advises  me  if  I  have  a  chance  of  selling  the  whole,  at  that  prioe, 
to  take  it  by  all  means,  npon  which  I  have  been  to  General  Woster  and 
Gave  him  the  offer  of  the  whole,  the  N.  York  at  7s  and  the  W.  Indes  at 
lis,  upon  which  he  has  promised  to  give  me  an  answer  to  Morrow.  Goods 
I  find  so  high  here,  that  I  doubtwhether  I  shall  purchase  any  only  trifles 
that  was  sent  for.  Chocolate,  brown  Sugar,  and  Madaire  Wines,  I  find 
very  high  here.  The  former  sells  from  5s  to  6s.  by  the  Box,  but  I  doubt 
whether  it  will  answer  to  send  any  of  those  articles  up,  as  there  are  some 
Merchants  from  this  place  gone  down,  who  I  make  no  doabt  will  bring 
up  a  great  quantity  before  you  can  send  any  up,  however  you  must  do  as 
you  think  best,  I  have  no  time  to  enlarge  at  present,  but  shall  give  you 
a  Chapter  by  the  nest  Slays  and  am  in  haste. 

"  Your  Most  Hble  Servt,,  Teunis  T'Van  Vechten. 

"To  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Merch' :  Albany. 

Tennis  T'  Van  YeehUn  to  Philip  Van  Sensadaer. 
"  Dear  Sir :  Montreal  1 1th  Feby  :  177S. 

"  In  my  last  I  wrote  yoa  that  Bum  was  much  cheaper  here  then  we  es- 
pected,  and  that  I  had  given  General  Woster  the  offer  of  the  whole  we 
bavehere  at  7  &  lis.  and  Yesterday  I  waited  upon  him  at  his  own  request 
to  know  whether  it  would  answer  for  him  to  take  it,  he  seem'd  to  have 
an  inclination  to  take  it,  but  had  some  objections  to  the  price  of  the  lis. 
and  said  if  I  would  let  him  have  it  at  93.  id.  he  would  take  the  whole. 
I  then  told  him  I  would  take  10  &  7s.  which  he  seem'd  to  have  no  ob- 
jections to,  but  desir'd  I  would  go  with  him  to  Price  &  Haywoods  whom 
he  had  appointed  Contractor  for  the  Army  which  I  did  and  after  some 
discourse  upon  the  Subject,  they  appear'd  to  be  glad  of  the  offer,  and 
intimated  as  much,  as  that  they  would  be  glad  to  take  the  whole  at  the 
price  the  General  offer'd,  which  I  meant  to  have  taken  up  with,  if  he 
would  give  no  more,  but  before  I  left  the  House,  the  General,  Mr.  Price 
&  Haywood  were  called  out  of  the  room  one  after  the  other,  and  when 
they  came  in  again,  the  General  told  me  if  I  would  take  6s.  for  the  N. 
York  he  would  take  it,  but  the  lis.  he  did  not  want.  I  told  him  I  would 
not  take  less  than  7s.  &  10s.  and  so  left  them.  It  appears  very  clear  to 
me    that  there  is  a  Combination   amongst  the  Merchants  of  this  place 
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(in  wliioli  some  others  may  be  coneerii'di  Dot  to  purchase  our  ram,  with 
the  Yiew  of  fitting  it  at  their  own  price,  but  I  am  detormin'd  they  shall 
take  no  advantage  of  me,  and  mean  bow  to  make  myself  quite  easy  untill 
Dirok  Swart  comes  up  and  take  his  advice  upon  the  matter.  I  have  sent 
nothing  dowu  by  the  Slays  for  want  of  Sloney.  Mr.  Jjivingston  advisea 
me  now  by  no  means  to  take  less  for  our  Rum  then  7s.  &  10s.  I  have 
no  time  to  say  more  as  the  Slays  are  Just  now  setting  of,  please  not  to 
fail  to  send  up  a  Grood  Cheese  by  the  first  oppertuuity  for  Mr.  LivingBton. 
"  Ideau —  I  am  Yours,  &c., 
"  Philip  Tan  Rensseker  at  Albany."  "  ^^^«'^  ^"  "^^'^  Vbchtbn." 
1776,  February  12  —  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  B>  of  Henry  Oothout. 

3  Muskets  at  70s., £10  :  JO 

4  do       &  3  Cartridge  Boxes, 16: 

£26 : 10 
Mr.  Sdbert  Say  to  PhtUp  Van  Renmelaer. 
u  gir  .  "  New  York,  14  Fehy  1776. 

"  this  minute  I  Ree"!  your  Esteemed  fav'  of  the  28  Jany  aod  7th  FehJ 
the  Inclosed  for  Mr.  Yates  I  have  DD^  the  other  two  for  Ch"  Dickenson 
and  John  Livingston  shall  endeav'  to  D.l)'  tomorrow  as  they  are  both  out 
of  town  ;  I  shall  as  you  desire  endoav'  to  buy  Livingston's  Kum  for  you ; 
as  soon  as  he  Comes  to  town  :  I  have  not  beard  the  price  mentioned  of 
that  article  in  2  or  3  weeks  :  then  it  was  at  3s,  and  if  be  will  take  that  or 
less  shall  purchase  for  you  :  my  Still  house  as  well  as  all  others  have  been 
locked  up  this  2  months  :  and  I  do  not  know  if  there  be  a  bh*  to  Sell  in 
town  :  however  shall  Enquire  tomorrow  :  this  being  10  O'clock  at  night. 
If  I  find  any  I  shall  be  loth  to  purchase  unless  they  will  take  the  Risque 
of  Delivering  it  at  Albany,  for  we  are  in  daily  expectation  of  having  our 
City  knocked  down  and  burned  by  the  Men  of  Warr  ;  most  all  the  Effects 
are  moved  out  of  town  :  and  at  least  half  the  fiimilys  are  gone  aod  others 
agoing  so  that  we  are  a  Complete  Garrisontown  :  we  have  2600  Soldiers 
here  from  Connecticut  and  Jerseys  :  Just  now  hear  1500  more  troops 
from  Connecticut  are  at  Kingshridge  and  many  Company's  from  the 
CoQQtya  marching  hither  :  it  is  Said  by  Saturday  night  we  shall  have 
8000  troops:  I  wish  my  family  was  at  your  place;  tomorrow  mornina 
Geni  Lee  breaks  Ground  to  Intrench  from  north  to  East  River,  so  that 
you  may  Judge  of  our  unhappy  Situation,  observe  you  have  Secured  a 
house  for  me  and  would  lay  up  some  wood  for  me :  for  which  I  am  es- 
treemly  obhge  to  you.  I  believe  the  Sloops  that  Come  bore  first  in  the 
Spring  will  meet  with  good  freight  to  move  goods  and  faniilys  up  the 
River,  observe  Cousin  Betsey  Sanders  is  dead  the  Lord  I  hope  will  pre- 
pare us  all  for  the  like  Change,  observe  yon  take  the  brandy  to  yourself 
at  8s.  p'  Gall :  which  is  agreable.  I  shall  pay  Mr,  Dickerson  the  Money 
if  be  Chuses  to  take  it  here. 

"  I  shall  write  you  again  Soon,  observe  you  expected  to  have  £2000  — 
hard  Money  for  me  Soon  which  will  be  Very  agreable  :  you  may  draw  on 
me  for  Money  if  you  have  occasion,  observe  what  you  say  in  regard  to 
Cous"  Sarah  Babbington  which  is  Very  well ;  make  no  Doubt  you  will 
endeav^  to  get  them  some  work  so  as  they  may  get  a  living  among  you. 
My  family  are  all  in  reasonable  health  :  and  give  their  Sincere  love  to  you 
all :  and  Couz  :  John  Sanders  and  his  family  :  please  to  tell  him  we  Con- 
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dole  with  him  in  the  loss  of  his  Daughter.  I  beg  you  will  push  John 
Roff  Close  to  get  that  order  paid, 

"  I  am  Eespeutfullj  Sir  Y'  Moat  Hum'*''^  Servt. 

"Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer." 

Ekhard  Yatm  to  PhUip  Van  BensHelam: 
„  gjj.  "  New  York,  the  16  Fehruary,  1776. 

"  I  have  already  wrote  you  p'  this  Post,  since  which  I  am  favoured  with 
yours  of  the  23  Ultimo  by  w''  I  observo  you  had  sold  four  Chests  of  Tea 
80  as  to  Kent  4  s.  6,  p'  pd  and  that  you  should  be  able  to  gett  me  hard 
money  for  the  whole  wch  I  take  very  kind.  I  observe  you  espected  it 
would  be  all  Sold  in  a  few  Days,  that  Article  is  now  becomo  very  Scarce 
here  and  the  price  is  Risen.  I  have  a  Parcell  on  Hand  wch  I  will  dispose 
of  whenever  1  e:in  obtain  a  Suitable  Price,  if  the  price  advances  with  you 
lett  me  know  and  I  can  Supply  you  either  from  here,  Eaopus,  Red  Hook 
or  Poughkeepsy.  I  have  no  other  Liquor  for  Sale  than  Madeira  Wine, 
you  may  have  as  much  as  you  want,  on  the  Terms  mentioned  in  the  other 
Letter.  If  jou  want  any  Sweet  Oyle  I  can  supply  you,  it  is  Choice  good, 
if  you  Can  Sell  any  f  m  I  w  11  end  you  as  many  dozen  Quart  Bottles 
as  you  please.  I  w  I  y  u  Robert  Hoaksleys  order  for  Kleveo 
Tons  of  the  first  Qu  1  y  f  P  le  Ash  w<^''  I  desire  you'i  receive  and 
keep  it  till  furthe  d  p  y  Inform  me  the  Pvice  of  Pearle  &  Pott 
Ash.     I  would  ha  ny  th  n    I  have  gott  for  those  Articles  provided 

the  price  is  Moder  te  C  n  ny  quantity  of  Beeze  Was  be  gott  and  at 
what  Rate.  I  have  a  f  w  hh  3  f  Red  Wine  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Morvin. 
I  should  be  glad  you  couid  help  him  to  a  Purchasor,  lett  me  hear  from 
you  p'  first  Post  or  other  Good  Conveyance,  and  keep  all  the  money 
until!  further  orders,  ,,  ^       „    ,  i.       i  o 

"  lour  most  hum'  Serv' 

"  To  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer."  "  Richard  Yates. 


Ahraliam  P.  Lott  to  FkUip  Van  Eenssdaer. 


"  Sir : 


"  New  York,  Febv  16fch,  1776. 


"  Will  JOU  also  be  pleased  to  keep  60K>s  of  tho  best  of  the 
Tea,  let  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer  try  it.  Good  Tea  is  very  Scarce  here,  and 
I  want  it  for  my  own  use.  All  t!ie  Tea  that  I  had  Sold,  except  what  yoa 
have.  You  will  ho  pleased  to  speak  to  Sheriff  Ten  Eyck  and  Ask  him 
whether  he  has  Received  or  Secured  the  Debt  due  from  Isaac  Mann  to 
me  ;  if  not  to  Employ  a  Lawyer  to  Sue  him  Immediately.  Mrs.  &  Miss 
Lott  desire  to  be  Remembered  to  yourself  and  all  friends, 

"  I  am  Sir,  Your  very  hble  Servt. 
"  Mr,  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,"  "  Ab"  P.  LoTTS. 

Mr  Abraham  P.  Lott  was  a  member  of  the  "  Committe-e  of  Out  Hun- 
dred"  whose  energetic  actions  were  esercised  in  behalf  of  the  people 
according  to  their  known  will  while  the  Provincial  Congress  legislated. 
It  was  indeed  a  grand  Committee  of  Safety  for  New  York  State,  consist- 
ing of  one  hundred  of  the  most  respectable  citizens ;  among  its  members 
were  Robert  Ray,  Bichard  Yates,  John  Jay,  &c.  General  James  Wil- 
kinson (theu  captain)  had  been  pat  under  marching  orders  for  Canada, 
subject  to  the  command  of  Brigadier-general  Sullivan  who  suoceeded 
Gen.  Thomas  after  the  death  of  the  latter  by  small-pox  at  Chambly.  In 
May  Captain  Wilkinson  was   made  the  instrument  of  saving  General. 
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ArDoli  and  tbe  garrison  of  Montreal,  from  the  grasp  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
who  had  arrived  within  fourteen  tniles  of  Montreal  without  Gen.  Arnold's 
knowledge.  He  was  exceedingly  surprised  at  the  report,  but  he  was  able 
to  make  good  bis  retreat  by  La  Frame. 

The  army  in  Canada  were  subjected  to  very  great  hardships,  sufieringu, 
and  privations  during  the  whole  of  that  disastrous  campaign.  Destitute 
of  the  necessary  supplies  of  provisions  and  stores,  exhaused  by  fatigue,  or 
reduced  bj  sickness,  with  the  sniall  pos,  attended  by  unexampled  mor- 
tality, they  were  for  a  long  time  in  a  state  little  short  of  desperation. 
Then  too  the  misfortune  which  had  taken  place  at  the  Cedars,  about  forty 
miies  above  Moatreal,  a  post  occupied  by  Gol,  Bedell.  Gen.  Carleton'a 
Indiana  were  led  by  Thayendanegea  (Joseph  Brant).  Captain  Bvant 
eserted  himself  to  control  the  Indians  and  prevent  the  massacre  of  the 
prisoners.  Among  these  latter,  was  Captain  John  MoKinstry,  (Ool. 
McKinstry,  of  Livingston  Manor,}  who  commanded  a  company  on  that 
occasion  and  was  rescued  from  torture  by  the  timely  interference  of  Brant. 
The  very  name  of  this  celebrated  chief  at  one  period  was  enough  to  throw 
the  country  into  confusion.  In  hia  day,  when  the  Dutch  was  the  pre- 
dominating language,  the  terrified  inhabitants  feWhappy  when  they  aa- 
oertained  that  the  cry  of  brandt !  brandt !  only  indicated  the  accidental 
breaking  out  otjire.  Capt.  Brant  had  the  credit  of  all  the  foul  murdera 
and  atrocities  of  that  period,  the  murder  of  the  Vrooman  family,  in  the 
execution  of  which  the  Tories  were  more  brutal  than  the  savages,  all  of 
whom  were  dispatched  and  scalped,  the  cruel  massacres  committed  at 
Wyoming  and  Cherry  Valley  and  the  very  affecting  story  of  the  thirty 
years'  captivity  of  young  Groat,  of  Schenectady,  were  all  attributed  to  him. 
An  incident,  however,  occurred  at  Fort  Hunter,  which  is  greatly  to  his 
credit.  After  the  enemy  had  departed,  a  woman  came  to  the  fort,  whose 
husband  and  several  other  members  of  the  family  were  missing.  She 
was  in  an  agony  of  grief,  rendered  more  poignant  by  the  loss  of  ber  infant, 
which  had  been  snatched  from  the  cradle.  Early  the  nest  morning,  while 
the  officers  at  Gen.  Robert  Van  Rensaelaer's  head-quarters  were  at  break- 
fast, a  young  Indian  warrior  came  bounding  into  the  room  like  a  stag,  bear- 
ing in  his  arms  an  infant,  andalso  a  letter  from  Brant,  addressed  to  the  com- 
manding officerof  the  rebel  army,  which  read  thus  ;  "Sir;  laendyoubyone 
of  my  runners,  the  child  which  he  will  deliver,  that  you  may  know  that 
whatever  othera  may  do,  I  do  not  make  war  upon  women  and  children.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  those  engaged  with  me  in  the  service,  who 
are  more  savage  than  the  savages  themselves."  Matters  were  now  rapidly 
approaching  a  crisis  ;  the  spirit  of  resentment  was  being  fanned  into  a 
flame ;  a  dark  and  bloody  cloud  was  hovering  over  the  land,  and  the  great 
question  waa  aoon  to  be  decided,  whether  they  would  be  slavea  or  free- 
men, whether  their  names  should  be  l>lackened  with  the  stigma  of  rebellion, 
or  handed  down  to  posterity  as  the  saviours  of  their  country.  While 
Capt.  Wilkinson  was  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  station  in 
Canada  he  waa  '  auddenly  struck  down  by  a  typhus  fever '  which  prevailed 
with  great  violence,  and  swept  off  more  than  one  thousand  of  our  troops. 
"  As  soon  as  I  could  bear  the  motion  of  a  wagon,  was  placed  on  a  bed  and 
transported  to  Albany,  where  I  was  restored  to  health  by  the  fostering 
oare  of  Philip  Van  Benaselaer,  Esq.,  and  his  amiable  lady,  and  the  tender 
attentions  of  General  Schuyler  and  his  respectable  consort." 
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Hnbbard  Brown  to  P/dlip  Van,  Rerisselaer. 
"Sir,  "  Ticonderoga  Msreli  5th  1776. 

''  I  have  this  Instant  received  yours  of  the  24th  of  Febrxiary,  shall 
take  the  first  opportunity  to  Send  all  the  arms  both  at  this  and  Crowa 
Point  with  the  Casks  and  barrels  of  Bum  according  to  your  Order, 
"  I  am  Sir,  your  Humble  Servt, 
"  To  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer.  Hubbard  Brown." 

Hubbard  Brovm  to  Philip  Ywn  Renesadaer. 
"Dear  Sir,  ,  Ticonderoga  March  5th  17T6. 

"  I  happened  to  be  at  Mr.  Adam's  when  I  received  your  letter.  Made 
Immediate  inquiry  for  your  Rum,  found  it  safe,  hired  Mr.  Adams  to  Put 
it  on  his  Slay  and  Carry  it  to  My  Store,  think  myself  happy  that  it  lays 
in  my  Power  to  oblige  you. 

"  I  am  dear  Sir,  at  any  Time,  Tours  to  Command, 

"  Hubbard  Brown." 
Abra/iam  P.  LoU  to  PMUp  Van  Rensselaer. 
"  Sir:  "New  York  March  7,  1776. 

"Whereas  I  have  Partly  Agreed  to  Supply  the  Army  here,  Sliall  be 
in  want  of  a  Quantity  of  Peas.  Which  you  will  Pleas  to  Purchaa  about 
five  or  six  hundred  bussells,  on  my  Act,  Lett  them  be  good  boyling  peas, 
and  Send  two  hundred  bussejl  by  the  first  Oppertunity,  Lett  the  Capt : 
Land  them  at  the  North  River.  What  Teas  you  have  on  hand  of  mine 
you  Will  not  Sell  Less  then  Ss.  pr  lb.  as  it  Sells  here  for  that  Prise  by  the 
Chest.  Mrs.  Lott,  Miss  Phelu  is  Well  &  Desire  to  be  Remembred  to  your 
Wife  &  Aunt  Egberts  family,  they  are  in  the  Garyes  [Jerseys  ]  Sir,  I 
Remain  your  friend  to  Serve,  "  Aem.  P.  LoTT." 

"  Mr.  Phihp  Van  Rensselaer,  Merchant  in  Albany. 

Rkhaird  Vwriek  to  Philip  Van  RenMelcKr. 
"  Sir  :  "Plead  Quarters  Albany  Maroh  28.  1776. 

"Yon  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  the  Bearer  hereof  Mr  William  McG-ea 
of  Capt  Peter's  Company  of  Batteauxmen,  tliree  Hogsheads  of  Oakham, 
twenty  Barrels  of  Pitch  and  all  the  Rope  you  have  on  Board  belonging 
to  the  Public  to  be  carried  up  to  this  Place  Imm   "  '  ' 

"I  am  sir  Your  Humble  Servant 
"  By  Order  of  General  Schuyler." 


This  Order  was  sent  by  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  To  the  officer  on 
Board  of  the  Vessel  in  which  the  Public  Stores  are  laden  who  has  the 
same  in  Charge  from  New  York  to  Albany." 

Received  From  on  Board  of  the  Sloop  Peggy  &  Betsey.  Daniel  Fur- 
gerson  Master. 

March  29.  1776,  20  Barrels  Pitch,  \ 

"       31,     "       15     do     Cap.  Peters  j 
"       31,     "       34     do     pr     Capt.  C!ut«l 
&       4      Turpentine  J 

April       1     "       12       Barrels       Pitch 

"  5     "       19  do  "     &apareelof  loose  Oakum, 

Geekitt  J.  LANsrNGH,  Capt. 
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"  Richard  Varick  was  a  colonel  at  tte  battle  of  Stillwater  in  1777  and 
a  sterling  patriot.  He  admired  Arnold  as  a  soldier ;  and  when  that  officer's 
defection  became  known,  Varick  was  almost  insane  for  a  day  or  two. 
Varick  became  one  of  Washington's  military  family  near  the  close  of  the 
war,  as  his  recording  secretary.  On  the  death  of  John  Jay,  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  He  died  on  the  30th  of 
July,  1831." 

"  The  British  army  under  General  Gage  in  Boston,  consisted  of  twenty 
regiments,  not  Jess  than  10,000  men.  Some  of  these  valiant  British  offi- 
oecs,  soon  after  they  arrived,  while  walking  on  Beacon  hill  in  the  evening, 
e  frightened  by  the  buzzing  of  beetles  in  the  air,  which  they  took  for 


B  whizzing  of  bullets." 


"  Crown  point  April  25th  1776. 


"  Deliver' d  to  Coll.  Bewel  to  Be  forwarded  to  Canada  36  Huudered 
weight  of  Ledd.  13  Hundered  weifcht  of  Ledd  and  19  Hundered  weight 
of  Balls,  one  anvil,  one  vice,  one  Buokhom,  one  pair  of  Belluwa,  one 
Sledge,  one  pair  of  tongs,  one  Hammer  &r  the  use  of  the  United  Colonjs. 

"Eeei  the  above.  ,,  j^^^^j,  p^^^^.  ^^^^  jj_q_  ^   General. 

Daniel  Hale  to  PMUp  Van  Bensselmr. 
Dear  Sir  ■  "Saratoga  20  May  1776 

"  By  General  Schuylers  orders  I  inclose  you  a  draft  on  Doctor  Stringer 
for  £.  387.  2.  which  Cash  you  will  please  to  receive  &  remitt  immediately 
to  Messes  Ludlow  &  Shaw  of  New  York  with  the  £,  20  of  Capt  Dow  for 
account  of  General  Schuyler;  when  Capt.  Varick  comes  up  again  I  purpose 
sending  you  three  or  four  hundred  more  for  the  same  purpose.  Ton  will 
much  oblige  me  by  inquiring  at  the  Posb  house  for  Letters  for  me. 
"  I  am  with  respect  Sir. 

"Your  very  Hble  Servt. 
"  Mr.  Philip  Van  Kensselaer.  Dan:  Hale. 

Invoice  of  22  barrels  &  4  half  bis.  Gun  Powder  ship*  ou  Board  the 
schooner  Resolution  at  New  Windsor  on  May  23d  1776  by  Henry  Wisner 
Esq  on  Acct,  the  Continental  Congress  and  adress'd  to  Philip  V.  Eensse- 

Bohert  Boyd  to  Philip  Tart  Rensselaer. 
"  Sir,  In  consequence  of  direction  from  Henry  Wisner,  Esqr  I  now  send 
you  Continental  Powder  as  Received  from  him  agreeable  the  Above  Invoice 
which  wish  safe  to  hand  and  in  good  Order. 

I  am  Sir,  your  mostObedt.  Hum.  Servt., 

RoBT.  Boyd,  Junr. 
P.S.  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Lieut  Peter  Elsworth  who  commands, 
the  guard  was  thought  necessary  to  attend  whom  you'll  please  send  me  a 
Receipt  by,  also  the  freight  if  agreeable  which  think  at  least  mast  be  tea 
Ponnda. 

Henry  Wisner,  Esq.  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  first  Continental 
Congress  in  1774. 

Crown  Point  26  May  1776  —  Received  of  Lieut.  Job  Cook,  Late  Com- 
manding officer  of  this  Place  one  half  Barrel  Pork,  one  Barrel  Condem'' 
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Pork,  Eleven  Muskets,  Two  Bluuderbualies,  one  forth  of  a  Barrel  of  Oat 
Meal,  Ten  Qalloas  Molasses,  Two  Iron  Pots,  one  As,  one  Barrel  Salt. 
Together  with  a  number  of  Towls,  Lately  taken  from  the  Ruina  of  the 
Fort,  such  as  Pistols,  Guns  &  French  Spades,  Crow-Bars  Bill-Hooks, 
Stone- Augers,  &  Stone-Hammers,  the  above  ReC*  belonging  to  the  Public 
Store*  of  the  United  CoUoni.,.  g^,  ^^^  j^^^  ^^^^^^  ^j^^j 

Henry  Olen  to  Philip  Yam,  Benaselaer. 
"  Dear  Sir  "  "  Schenectady,  the  1st  Julj,  1776. 

"  Yours  Yesterday  I  Eec^  But  was  not  Dated  I  now  send  you  some 
Wagons  in  order  to  send  over  some  Attellrj  stores  as  you  have  not  men- 
tioned the  number  you  do  want  I  am  at  the  loss  to  Know  what  number 
to  send  dont  over  load  the  wagons  as  the  Road  is  Very  Havey  &  them 
Stores  Commonly  Very  Havey.  I  shall  be  Glad  to  know  by  the  Wagoners 
the  Quantity  &  Quality  Each  Wagon  has  in.  I  had  a  few  days  ago 
orders  from  General  Schuyler  to  send  you  a  Considerable  number  of 
Wagons.  But  them  Orders  was  Contremanded  on  Ace'  of  the  Treaty 
with  the  Indians  is  Refere"^  till  a  further  day.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
Genl.  Schuyler  has  ordered  you  to  iet  me  Know  for  the  Wagons  only  let 
me  Know  the  number  you  want  in  the  whole,  you  have  orders  I  sopose 
to  send  a  Certain  Quantity  of  Ordnance  Stores  &  its  Easy  to  tell  what 
Number  of  Wagons  you  wil!  want  —  eaah  Wagon  oarrys  about  one  1,000 
weight.  I  shall  espeot  to  hear  this  day  if  I  am  to  forward  them  Stores 
&  to  whom  &  if  any  Person  that  has  wheight  of  them.  I  have  no  Battoes  as 
yet  but  Can  get  them, 

"I  am  in  haste  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  Hum'  Servt. 

■. -ni-i-    -ir      D         I        T?     !>  "  Henry  Glen. 

"  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq. 

In  New  York,  the  leaden  statue  of  George  III  was  taken  down  and 
converted  into  bullets  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops. 

On  the  ith  of  July,  1776,  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee,  the  IS 
confederate  colonies  dissolved  their  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and 
boldly  declared  themselves  Free  and  Independent  under  the  name  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States  of  America.  The  declaration  of  independence 
wf.s  signed  by  56  brave  men. 

GhriUopJier  Talea  to  PJdlip  Van  Rensselaer. 

.,  gij,^  "  Wood  Crfiek,  July  15tb,  1776. 

"  I  Just  now  Receiv"  the  Iron  works  for  the  Inglish  saw-Mill  having 
rece'i  that  of  the  Duch  some  time  ago.     I  am  in  want  for  four  Dnch  Mills 
saw-files  and  four  luglish  &e.  which  you  may  Probably  have  a  Chance  of 
sending  with  the  Iron  work  for  the  Barracks  and  the  Store  House. 
"  I  am  Sir,  your  Hum.  Serv^ 

"  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer."  "  Chris"  Yates. 

The  mills  were  situated  near  the  easeade  on  Wood  creek,  The  mouth 
of  the  creek  is  a  cascade  and  difficult  for  eanoea  to  enter.  Wood  creek 
rises  in  Warren  county,  and  flowing  by  Fort  Ann  in  a  deep  and  sluggish 
stream,  receives  the  waters  of  the  Pawlet,  and  falls  iuto  Lake  Champlain 
at  Whitehall  or  Skeneaborough, 
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"  The  Indepeudant  States  of  New  York 

to  Ab'"'  Bogert  &  Cors  j)oaw  Dr.  1776,  Aug.  2. 
To  1  Anchor- Weiglis  S<i^  2Sii'  with  Stock  ^  Puding  @  9...  £13    "     '^ 

To  1  Runner  &  Tackle  Weighsl06^  Lb I06i  1 

To  1  Cable  in  Length  50  Fathom  &  2  J  Foot  300    |  406J  @  6^  10 


Beeei^ed  Albany  23^  Noy'  of  P.  Tan  Rensselaer  Publio  Store  keeper  tl 
S.B  Of  T.e.t,  three  p.u.d,,  14..  Sd.  m  fall.  CosnILIDS  Docw. 

Orders  to  the  Armorer. 
"  Sir, 

"  Mr,  John  James  Bleeckar  is 

"ToMr.  P.  Schuyler." 
"  Sir. 

"Please  to  furnish  John  James  B  lee  oker  with  three  Uu  as  he  giving 
his  ReC  for  the  aaa,e.  .  C.  Eobt  :  Tates  Sec^ 

"  To  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  Comax" 

"  ^e*^"  "'^  Conteots.  y^^  ^^^^^^  j^;^^j_ 

The  Officers  of  the  Provincial  Congkess  were  Peter  van  Brugh 
Livingston  as  president;  Volkert  P.  Douw,  vice-president;  John  McKissuu 
and  Robert  Benson,  secretaries. 

Oapf.  Wm.  SuU  to  Andrew  Adams. 
"  Dear  Sir  ;  Trenton,  Jany  1st,  1777. 

"  Have  but  a  moment  which  shall  embrace  with  Pleasure  to  inform  you 
of  the  present  State  of  our  Army  and  our  late  Success.  After  we  had 
recruited  a  few  days  of  a  fatiguing  March  of  more  than  250  Miles  (thro' 
all  our  Windings)  Genl.  Washington  gave  orders  for  us  to  be  every  way 
equiped  for  Action.  On  the  Evening  of  the  26th  Ult  (Dec.  25,  1776) 
we  were  Ordered  to  March  to  a  ferry  [McOoakey's  Ferry]  about  twelve 
Miles  Irom  Trenton,  where  was  stationed  Dear  two  Thousand  Hessians. 
As  violent  a  Storm  ensued  of  Hail  &  Snow  as  I  ever  felt.  The  Artillery 
and  Infantry  all  were  across  the  Ferry  about  twelve  O'clock,  consisting 
of  only  twenty  one  hundred  principally  New  England  Troops.  In  this 
Violent  Storm  we  marohed  on  for  Trenton.  Before  Light  in  the  Morn- 
ing we  gained  all  the  Roads  leading  from  Trenton.  The  Genl.  gave 
Orders  that  every  Officer's  Watch  should  be  set  by  his,  and  the  Moment 
of  Attack  was  flsed.  Just  after  Light,  we  came  to  their  out  Guard, 
which  flred  upon  us  and  retreated.  The  first  sound  of  the  Musquetry 
and  Retreat  of  the  Guards  animated  the  Men  and  they  pushed  on  with 
Resolution  and  Firmness.  Happily  the  fire  begun  on  every  Side  at  the 
same  instant,  their  Main  Body  had  just  Time  to  form,  when  there  ensued 
a  heavy  Cannonade  from  our  Field  Pieces  and  a  flue  brisk  and  lively  flre 
from  our  Infantry.  This  continued  but  a  Short  Time  before  the  Enemy 
finding  themselves  flanked  on  every  Side  laid  down  their  Arms.  The 
Resolution  and  Bravery  of  our  Men,  their  Order  and  Regulariety  gave 
me  the  highest  Sensation  of  Pleasure.  Genl.  Washington  highly  con- 
gratulated the  Men  on  next  day  in  Genl.  Orders,  and  with  Pleasure 
observed,  that  he  had  been  in  Many  Actions  before,  but  always  perceived 
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some  Misbetaviour  in  some  individuals,  but  in  that  Action  be  saw  none. 
PennsylTania  itself  is  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  Brayery  of  New  Bng'd 
Troops.  I  have  a  List  from  3ead  Quarters  of  the  killed  and  taken,  which 
was  taken  the  day  after  the  Action,  since  which  many  more  have  been 
brought  in  :  1  Col.  wounded  since  dead,  2  Lieut.  GoK  taken,  3  Majors, 
4  Capts.,  8  Lieuta.,  12  Ens'ns,  92  Serj'te,  9  Muaioians,  12  Drums,  25 
Servants,  842  Privates,  2  Capt's  killed,  2  Lieuts.  killed  50  privates 
Sis  Brass  Field  Pieces,  One  Mortar,  and  about  1500  Stands  ot  Arms. 
A  large  Number  of  Horses  and  a  vast  Quantity  of  Plunder  of  every  kind. 
And  this.  Sir,  I  will  assure  you  with  only  the  Loss  of  Sis  or  seven  on  our 
Side,  this  is  no  Exaggeration  but  simple  fact,  'tis  impossible  to  discribe 
the  Scene  to  you  as  it  appeared.  We  immediately  retreated  across  the 
Kiver  [Delaware]  and  did  not  get  to  our  Tents  till  nest  Morning  —  two 
Nights  and  one  day  ia  as  violent  a  Storm  as  I  ever  felt.  What  can't  Men 
do  when  engaged  in  so  noble  a  Cause.  Our  Mens  Time  expired  Tester- 
day,  they  have  generally  engaged  to  tarry  six  weeks  longer.  My  Com- 
pany almost  to  a  man.  Orders  have  now  eome  for  us  to  march  for 
Princetown.  We  have  a  Rumor  that  it  was  burned  last  night  by  the 
Enemy,  who  we  suppose  are  about  retreating.  Compliments  to  Miss 
Adams  &  Children.     Adieu  and  believe  me  to  be  sincerely  yours, 


"Andrew  Adams,  Litchfield  Conneeticat. 


Captain  Hull,  the  writer  of  this  letter,  was  the  Maj.  Gen.  William  Hull 
who  subsequently,  August  16,  1812,  surrendered  the  American  army  at 
Detroit  to  the  British  General  Brock.  "  General  Washington,  far  from 
being  discouraged  by  the  loss  of  General  Lee,  had  taken  a  stand  on  the 
Pennsylvania  side  of  the  Delaware.  He  collected  his  scattered  forces  and 
on  tbe  night  of  the  25th  of  December  (1776)  when  the  enemy  were 
lulled  into  security  by  the  idea  of  his  weakness,  and  the  inclemency  of 
the  night,  which  was  remarkably  boisterous,  as  well  as  by  the  fumes  of  a 
Christmas  eve,  he  crossed  the  river,  and  at  breaking  of  day,  marched 
down  to  Trenton,  and  so  completely  surprised  them,  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  detachment  which  were  stationed  at  this  place,  surrendered  after  a 
short  resistance.  Gen.  Washington  was  equally  successful  in  his  attack 
on  Princeton  and  pursued  Gen.  Cornwallis  for  some  distance. 


CHAPTER  m. 

Surrender  of  Burgoynb. 

My  paternal  grandfather,  General  Hendrick  or  Henry  K.,  the  eldest 
son  of  Col.  Kiliaeo  Van  Eeosselaer  and  Ariaantie  Schuyler,  was  born 
July  25,  1744.  "  He  was  a  brave  officer,  who  fought  with  great  ardor 
and  distinction  in  the  revolutionary  war.  He  was  in  several  engage- 
ments during  which  he  uniformly  displayed  great  coolness  and  courage  in 
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trying  scenes,"  The  earliest  evidence  of  his  participation  in  the  struggle 
for  Independence  ia  a  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safetj,  requesting 
Buppliea  of  different  kinds  for  tbe  garrisou  under  his  comuand  at  one  of 
the  forts  on  the  Hudson  river.  He  did  not  come  in  contact  with  the 
enemy  while  stationed  there ;  but  soon  after  was  engaged  in  a  little  afiair, 
which,  though  of  no  very  material  consequence,  serves  to  illustrate  the 
well  timed  gallantry  of  a  favorite,  worthy  citizen  of  Albany,  and  therefore 
in  connection  with  his  more  important  services,  perhaps  may  merit  a  pass- 
ing notice  ;  While  out  with  a  seoating  party  of  militia  some  distance 
below  West  Point,  he  was  descried  by  a  more  oumerous  body  of  British 
cavalry,  which,  pursued  him  so  warmly  that  he  had  barely  time  to  gain 
the  shelter  of  a  neighboring  log  hut,  when  they  surrounded  it.  He  re- 
fused to  comply  with  the  summons  to  surrender,  when  the  enemy  dis- 
mounted and  advanced  on  foot  to  compel  him  to  do  so.  As  they 
approached,  however,  Captain  Van  Rensselaer  ranged  his  men  opposite 
the  door,  and  at  the  proper  moment  threw  it  open  himself,  with  the  word 
to  fire.  The  order  was  obeyed  with  terrific  effect,  half  of  the  enemy  fell, 
the  rest  fled  in  dismay  and  sought  to  mount  again,  but  our  brave  men  in 
their  turn  now  followed  so  closely,  th  it  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  abandon 
their  horses  and  trust  to  their  legs  for  safety.  One  or  two  only  succeeded 
in  getting  away,  all  the  rest  were  either  killed,  wounded  or  t^ken.  The 
captain's  own  particular  object  in  the  chase  was  to  secure  alive  the  person 
of  the  enemy's  leader  ;  it  was  frustrated,  however,  by  one  of^his  men,  who 
shot  him  down  after  a  long  run.  The  prisoners,  horses,  and  arms  were 
all  carried  to  the  American  camp.  Capt.  Van  Rensselaer  appropriated  a 
fusee  to  himself,  from  the  captured  weapons  and  bore  it  as  a  trophy  of 
this  victory  in  every  subsequent  expedition. 

Congress  appointed  Major  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler  to  the  command  of 
the  northern  department  including  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  &c,  and  Major 
General  St.  Clair  had  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  posts  of  Ticon- 
deroga and  Mount  Independence.  The  battle  of  Lexington  had  opened 
the  first  scene  to  the  great  drama  and  after  the  first  blood  had  been  spilled 
all  were  ready  for  the  war  which  severed  America  from  the  British  em- 
pire. In  July  1776  congress  published  their  declaration  of  Independence 
and  this  great  event  was  followed  by  a  desperate  struggle  on  both  sides  for 
the  ascendancy.  On  the  American's  part  every  hand  was  employed  in 
preparing  for  the  reception  of  the  enemy,  and  the  public  mind  was  turned 
from  local  and  provincial  contests  but  direoted  exclusively  to  the  great 
contest  now  fieroely  raging.  The  British  General  Burgoyne  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  English  army  in  Canada  designed  to  take  possession  of 
Ticonderoga  and  force  his  way  through  to  Albany,  and  thus  form  a  junc- 
tion with  the  British  General  Howe  at  New  York.  This  was  the  general 
rumor,  and  apprehension  reached  its  climax  when  oa  Jnne  30th,  1777, 
General  Burgoyne's  army  at  length  made  its  appearance  near  the  posts  at 
Ticonderoga.  After  a  few  unimportant  skirmishes  with  the  garrison,  the 
British  army  was  unexpectedly  seen,  on  the  ensuing  July  5th,  to  take 
possession  of,  and  earnestly  engaged  in  extensive  preparations  for  bom- 
barding the  old  fort,  from  the  perfectly  commanding  but  hitherto  neg- 
lected height  of  Sugar-loaf  hill  or  Mount  Defiance,  only  1400  yards  off 
which  completely  overlooked  and  commanded  Ticonderoga, 
.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to  many  of  the  present  day,  who  visit  the 
scene  of  those  operations,  that  this  important  elevation  had  never  been 
previously  fortified  by  any  one  of  the  occupants  of  this  ancient  fortress, 
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and  indeed,  a  neglect  of  Ihe  kinci  now  would  be  considered  unpardonable. 
But  when  the  wild  state  of  the  country,  the  entire  want  of  roads,  difficulty 
of  aeeesB  and  the  obstacles  opposed  to  suoh  a  measure  from  the  broken 
nature  of  the  ground,  are  taken  into  eODSideration,  the  oversight  in  our 
officers  will  not  appear  so  astonishing,  particularly,  as  their  more  experi- 
enced predecessors  in  possession  of  this  fort,  both  French  and  English, 
had  deemed  themselves  auffieientlj  guarded  in  natural  obstructions,  from 
any  annoyance  in  that  quarter.  However,  all  those  difficulties  were  sur- 
mounted by  the  enterprise  of  the  British  army,  who  quickly  "  scaled  the 
formidable  mount."  General  Burgoyne,  with  a  boldness,  secrecy  and  dis- 
patch almost  unparalleled,  conveyed  a  number  of  cannon,  stores,  and  troops, 
who  soon  cut  roads  through  the  forest  up  the  abrupt  sides  of  the  eminence, 
its  summit  leveled  and  by  "hoisting  cannon  by  larjje  brass  tackles  from  tree 
to  tree,  and  from  rock  to  rock,  over  dens  of  rattlesnakes  "  they  transported 
ordnance  from  their  vessels  to  the  heights  for  the  destruction  of  our  works 
at  Tioonderoga.  At  this  crisis,  the  foresight  of  General  St.  Olair  qaiekly 
pointed  out  the  inutility  of  further  defense,  and  in  a  Council  of  War 
immediately  convened  by  him,  it  was  resolved  to  evacuate  the  fort  that 
same  night,  an  act  by  which  "  though  he  had  lost  a  post  he  had  saved  a 
state,"  was  afterwards 'verified.  In  pursuance  of  that  design  the  baggage, 
munitions,  ordnance,  hospital  stores,  etc.,  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M,  of  July  6th, 
1777,  were  put  on  board  the  gun  boats  and  bateaux  under  charge  of  the 
heroic  Colongl  Long,  of  New  Hampshire,  with  150  effective  men,  besides 
the  invalids,  and  sent  through  the  South  bay  of  Lake  Champlain,  to  the 
Skenesborough  falls  on  Wood  creek,  to  be  landed  there,  and  transported 
round  the  falls,  to  other  boats  above,  and  thus  to  be  dispatched  for  Fort 
Ann,  The  main  body  of  our  forces  under  Gen.  St.  Clair,  being  thus 
divested  of  all  inoumbranoes,  "  retired  by  an  unfinished  road  through  the 
wilderness,"  and  encamped  the  nest  night  near  Castleton,  six  miles  beyond 
Hubbardton.  Col,  Ftanois  and  Col.  Seth  Warner  with  the  rear  guard  of 
about  800  men  in  all,  quartered  at  the  latter  place.  Interim  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne, having  ascertained  the  movements  of  our  troops,  lost  no  time  in 
pursuing  them.  Notwithstanding  his  surprise  at  the  unexpected  event, 
and  the  impediments  to  be  surmounted,  by  nine  o'clock  the  following  moro- 
ing,  one  division  of  his  array,  after  detaching  two  regiments  to  garrison  the 
abandoned  works,  was  on  full  march  after  the  American  main  body.  The 
other  under  his  own  immediate  command  had  removed  the  chevaux-de-frise 
(bridge,  boom  and  chain,  which  cost  our  people  such  immense  labor)  placed 
between  Forts  Ticonderoga  and  Independence  to  delay  him,  and  in  his 
frigate,  the  Royal  George,  with  his  flotilla,  was  soon  in  full  chase,  with  a 
favoring  breeze  after  Col,  Long. 

At  5  o'clock  the  ensuing  morning,  July  6th,  one-half  of  the  division  in 
pursuit  of  our  main  body,  under  command  of  Brigadier  Gen.  Fraaer,  by 
a  forced  march  came  up  with  our  rear  guard  at  Hubbardton,  as  it  was 
parading  to  continue  the  retreat.  An  obstinate  and  bloody  action  ensued, 
in  which  victory  was  for  a  time  doubtful ;  biit  the  timely  arrival  of  Major 
Gen,  Kiedesel  with  his  Brunswickers  and  Hessians  (furnished  to  King 
George  III  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  Prince  of  Hesse),  decided  it 
against  the  Continental  troops.  Our  loss  was  estimated  at  about  800  in 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  ;  among  the  first  was  Col.  Francis  "  who  fell 
with  other  valuable  officers  while  bravely  fighting  with  distinguished 
gallantry."  The  loss  of  the  British  and  their  aUies  was  much  greater. 
After  this  affair,  our  main  body   continued  its  retreat  unmolestedly  .by  a 
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cironitious  route,  and  joiDed  Gen.  Schuyler  at  Fort  EiJward.  Ool.  Leng 
reached  the  rapids  of  Wood-oreek,  on  the  auooeeding  afternoon  from 
leaving  Tioonderoga,  and  immediately  commenced  unlading  his  vessels, 
and  dispatohed  the  cargo  round  the  portage.  While  thus  occupied,  he 
pereeiTod  the  British  frigates  and  gun  boats  hearing  down  upon  hini, 
their  errand  was  easilj  divined,  but  the  gallant  Long  determined  to  balk 
them  if  possible.  An  express  was  sent  to  Col.  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
at  Port  Ann,  for  aBsistance.  The  stores,  as  fast  they  could  be  sent  ou 
shore,  were  transferred  on  smaller  boats  and  sent  up  the  creek,  while 
every  measure  was  taken  to  facilitate  the  escape  of  the  valuable  stores  and 
to  retard  the  advaocing  foe.  As  soon  as  he  was  near  enough,  such  a  tre- 
mendous fire  was  opened  upon  him  from  the  fort  at  Skenesborough  (now 
Whitehall),  that  "  the  General  (Burgoyne)  thought  proper  to  return  and 
land  his  army  at  South  bay."  At  this  time  Col.  Long,  perceiving  a 
manoeuvre  calculated  to  cut  off  his  retreat,  and  knowing  his  inability  to 
keep  this  overwhelming  force  in  check,  set  fire  to  the  fort,  mills,  store- 
houses and  bateaux,  together  with  the  bulk  of  the  baggage  and  stores,  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  Burgoyne's  hands,  and  followed  after  his  loaded 
boats,  toward  Fort  Ann,  destroying  in  his  course  every  bridge  and  felling 
trees  in  the  road  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  or  at  least  to  render 
the  transportation  of  ordnance  impracticable.  We  experienced  no  loss  of 
men  on  this  occasion,  though  it  is  taken  for  granted,  from  the  more  ex- 
posed situation  of  the  enemy  that  they  must  have  sufiered  severely. 
Lieut.  Col.  Hill  with  the  9th  Kegiment  was  dispatched  after  Col.  Long, 
while  the  other  British  regiments  were  sent  in  separate  detachments 
about  the  country  to  increase  the  panic  already  occasioned  by  the  loss  of 
Tioonderoga  and  by  the  defeat  of  Cols.  Francis  and  Warner,  at  Hubbard- 
ton.  Col.  Long  was  conscious  that  the  panic  had  even  seized  hia  own 
troops  and  that  therefore  an  action  with  his  pursuers  was  impolitic  even 
■with  equal  forces;  but  with  his  inferior  number  and  order  of  troops  a 
defeat  was  morally  certain.  Yet  the  vital  importance  of  the  stores,  in  his 
charge,  to  the  army  —  consequently  to  the  independence  of  his  country  — 
was  so  great  that  he  nobly  resolved  if  overtaken  to  contend  to  the  very 
last. 

The  express  reached  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  in  the  night,  and  he  promptly 
signified  his  intention  of  complying  with  Col  Long's  request  for  assistance, 
when  every  soldier  in  his  command  volunteered  to  accompany  him.  They 
set  out  at  day  break  on  July  8,  1777,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  "  ere  the 
loud  din  of  war"  was  heard  in  the  distance  and  warned  them  of  the  brave 
Long's  jeopardy.  With  redoubled  speed  the  patriotic  corps  pushed  their 
march  and  were  soon  oonvinced  by  the  increasing  roar  of  fire  arms,  and 
by  the  occasional  whiz  of  a  bullet  that  they  were  near  the  scene  of  battle. 
A  moment's  halt  then  satisfied  Col.  Van  Eensaelaer  of  the  relative  position 
of  the  contending  parties  and  of  hia  eligible  point  of  attack  against  the 
now  prevailing  enemy.  The  site  he  selected  was  on  the  left  of  Col.  Long, 
where  the  foe  stood  thickest.  The  galling  fire  he  threw  among  them 
thinned  their  rants  and  compelled  them,  according  to  their  own  story, 
to  think  "it  necessary  to  change  their  position  in  the  very  height 
of  action."  They  were  beaten,  actually  beaten  off  the  field,  and 
continued  to  fall  back  as  long  as  it  was  thought  expedient  to  press  them, 
bnt  for  the  lack  of  ammunition  this  9th  Royal  Regiment  would  have  been 
annihilated.  "  The  enemy  being  almost  surrounded,  were  on  the  point  of 
surrendering,  when  our  ammunition  being  expended,  and  a  party  of  In- 
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dians  arriving  aad  setting  up  the  war-wlioop,  this  being  followed  bv  three 
cheers  from  the  English,  the  Americana  were  induced  to  give  way  and 
retreat."  As  it  was,  our  chief  object  was  obtained,  the  timely  and  vigor- 
ous onset  of  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  enabled  Col.  Long  to  move  off  with  hia 
invalids  and  part  of  the  baggage  which  were  subsequently  delivered  over 
to  Gen.  Schuyler  at  Fort  Edward.  "  Our  army  was  in  very  deplorable 
oiroumstances,  actually  deficient  iu  ammunition"  and  every  necessary 
article  to  render  it  efScient  against  the  veteran  and  well  supplied  invaders. 
The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  Gen.  Schuyler, 
written  about  this  time,  proves  the  want  of  one  of  the  indispensable 
articles  in  our  army,  viz.  bullets,  and  even  of  the  material  to  make  them. 
It  also  affords  a  criterion  to  estimate  the  value  of  Colonel  Long's  charge, 
as  that  was  one  of  the  principal  items  among  the  articles  saved  from  the 
conflagration  and  enemy's  hand  : 

"  The  citiaens  of  Albany  only  can  supply  our  immediate  exigencies  ; 
recourse  must  therefore  be  had  to  the  committee,  begging  their  interposi- 
tion to  collect  such  lead  as  is  in  the  city :  the  lead  from  windows  and 
weights  may  perhaps  afford  a  supply  for  the  present.  As  soon  as  it  is 
collected,  Mr.  Rensselaer  [Philip  Van  Uensselaer  Esq.  commissary  of 
military  stores  and  member  of  the  Commitee  of  Safety,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  and  proprietor  of  the  old  Cherry  Hill  estate 
near  the  city  of  Albany]  will  have  it  made  into  ball,  and  send  it  up 
without  a  moment's  delay.  Should  a  wagon  be  sent  off  with  one  box,  as 
soon  as  it  is  ready  it  must  be  pushed  off;  also  all  the  buck  shot. 
"  By  order  of  Major  general  Schuyler, 

"  J.  Lansinq,  Jun.,  Secretary." 

Mt.  Lansing  was  afterwards  chancellor  of  the  state  of  New  York.  It 
may  be  gratifying  to  learn  that  this  requisition  was  in  every  particular 
complied  with ;  lead  was  taken  from  the  windows  and  shops  at  Albany 
and  soon  moulded  into  bullets.  The  contributions  from  our  patriotic  an- 
cestors in  lead,  and  pewter  mugs,  cups,  teapots  and  platters,  not  only 
enabled  the  commissary  to  answer  the  call  for  the  then  "  immediate  em- 
ergencies" but  to  supply  a  few  extra  balls  for  the  equipment  of  some  of 
the  crowd,  then  constantly  Booking  for  the  defense  of  their  country's 
liberty  and  rights.  During  the  most  severe  part  of  the  conflict,  on  July 
8th  "  near  the  narrow  pass  between  some  high  rocks  and  the  river  "  in  close 
proximity  to  the  old  Fort  Ann,  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  in  following  np 
the  advantage  he  had  gained  over  the  enemy  was  desperately  wounded, 
the  effects  of  which  he  severely  felt  through  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  received  a  musket-ball  in  his  leg  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  stepping  over 
a  fallen  tree.  The  ball  entered  his  thigh,  broke  the  bone  and  glanced  up 
to  the  hip  joint  where  it  lodged  and  remained  for  nearly  forty  years  in 
his  person  and  could  not  be  traced  till  after  his  death.  It  was  then  ex- 
tracted, and  found  flattened  out  to  the  diameter  of  near  an  inch,  by  striking 
the  thigh  bone  ;  it  was  almost  entirely  covered  with  a  white  ossified  sub- 
stanee.  This  ballet  is  still  a  relic  of  1777  in  possession  of  our  family. 
Such  a  fearful  wound,  of  course,  put  a  stop  to  his  further  personal  parti- 
cipation in  the  fight,  and  threw  him  on  his  back  behind  the  mouldering 
log,  Noth withstanding  the  agony  he  suffered  now,  his  country  was  still 
uppermost  ia  his  thoughts,  and  perceiving  the  consternation  of  the  men 
round  him  at  his  fall  he  called  out :  "  Don't  mind  me,  my  brave  fellows, 
leave  me  and  charge  the  enemy,  Charge  !  charge  !  I  say."     The  soldier's 
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mandate  was  obeyed,  and  for  two  full  hours,  without  a  leader,  did  these 
ill-found  and  uu disciplined  jeomanrj,  of  five  hundred  men  who  were  en- 
tirely mustered  on  the  Van  Rensselaer  manor,  maiotain  their  advantage 
over  Bonie  of  the  finest  troops  of  Great  Britain.  The  stand  taken  by  them 
held  Burgoyne  in  check  an  entire  day,  and  enabled  Gen.  Schuyler  to  re- 
move artillery  and  stores  from  Fort  George,  strengthen  his  position  on 
Bemis'B  heights,  and  gain  invaluable  time.  This  memorable  action  has 
never  occupied  the  place  in  the  history  of  that  war  which  its  importance 
entitles  it  to.  It  occurred  a  short  time  previous  to  the  great  battle  which 
resnlted  in  the  defeat  and  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  on  the  heights  of  Sara- 
toga, and  was  swallowed  up  and  forgotten  in  the  superior  brilliance  and 
importance  of  that  decisive  conflict.  It  was  maintained  for  an  entire  day 
by  a  force  of  about  1000  men  against  an  advanced  brigade  of  Burgoyrie's 
army,  and  was  a  aeries  of  desperate  and  bloody  skirmishes.  Fort  Ann 
in  Washington  county  was,  indeed,  an  lionored  field  for  the  preliminary 
skiimishes  and  engagements  between  the  contending  armies  before  the 
final  yielding.  It  was  fought  by  order  of  General  Schuyler  who  felt  the 
importance  of  cheeking  the  enemy's  advance  at  that  point  and  gave  direc- 
tions to  defend  Fort  Ann,  There  were  large  snpplies  intended  for  our 
army  at  Ticonderoga  and  Fort  George,  where  they  had  been  detained  in 
consequence  of  hearing  of  the  investment  by  land  and  water  of  our  works 
on  Lake  Cbamplain ;  and  to  favor  the  design  of  the  detachment  of  wagons, 
&c.,  sent  to  remove  those  supplies  back  to  Fort  Edward,  Gen.  Schuyler 
despatched  Col.  Henry  K.  Van  Itensselaer  to  Fort  Ann  to  collect  militia 
and  oppose  the  British  who  were  in  pursuit  of  Col.  Long's  scattered  com- 
mand. It  was  in  consequence  of  this,  that  the  battle  with  the  9th  Regi- 
ment under  Col.  Hill  took  place. 

The  action  on  the  8th  was  a  very  close  and  severe  engagement  with 
a  very  unequal  force,  the  Americans  made  an  honorable  defenite  and 
finally  a  secure  retreat,  though  not  till  after  the  ammunition  gave  out. 
But  it  nearly  cost  the  brave  Van  Ren^elaer  bis  life ;  so  close  and  despe- 
rate was  the  encounter  that  he  lay  many  hours  after  he  fell,  within  hear- 
ing of  the  groans  of  Col,  Armstrong  of  the  British  army,  who  was  also 
badly  injured.  Many  of  the  wounded  enemy  were  left  to  our  mei'cy, 
among  whom  was  "  Capt.  Montgomery  (brother-in-law  to  Lord  Townsend), 
of  Hill's  regiment,  a  very  galliint  officer,  who  was  severely  wounded  early 
in  the  action,  and  taken  prisoner  with  the  surgeon,  as  he  was  dressing  his 
wound,  which  happened  as  the  regiment  was  changing  its  position." 
This  estraot  from  an  English  work  {Lieut.  Anbury's  Travels  through  the 
interior  of  America  in  a  series  of  letters  by  an  officer),  is  substantially 
the  same  as  that  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  upon  the  same  subject,  and  may  be 
considered  as  an  indirect  admission  by  the  enemy  of  their  discomfiture. 
But  as  it  was  the  first  check  their  hitherto  resistless  progress  had  met 
with,  they  were  loath  to  acknowledge  it  in  plainer  terms,  and  the  subse- 
quent retreat  of  our  men  to  Fort  Edward,  where  G-en.  Schuyler  held  his 
head  quarters,  gave  them  an  apology  for  a  claim  to  victory.  The  follow- 
ing extract  of  the  examination  of  Captain  Mooney,  depy.  quarter  master 
of  the  British  army,  before  the  committee  of  the  house  of  commons  to 
investigate  the  causes  of  Gen.  Burgoyne's  failure,  indicates  the  real 
opinion  of  the  English  officers  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  our  men  on 
this  occasion  ;  Question,  "Was  you  present  at  the  action  of  the  lEIth  of 
September?"  Ans.  "  I  was."  Question.  "Bid  the  enemy  dispute  the 
field  that  day  with  obstinacy  ?"     Ans.  "  They  did,  and  the  fire  was  much 
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heavier  than  I  ever  saw  it  any  where  unless  at  the  affair  of  Fort  Ann," 
&en.  Burgoyne  preyious  to  leaving  England  "  had  vauntinglj  declared  in 
the  British  parliament  that  his  arm^  (which  had  one  of  the  beat  trains  of 
artillery  ever  seen  in  America)  should  be  led  bj  him  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  and  that  he  would  make  an  easy  conqueat  of  the  whole  colony  of 
New  York."  The  gallant  leader  at  Fort  Ann  refused  every  proffer  of 
assiBtance  after  receiving  his  wound,  and  persisted  in  the  advance  of  aZ^ 
his  men  after  the  retiring  foe.  In  consequence  he  was  soon  left  alone 
but  his  anxiety  to  calculate  the  result  of  the  onset,  inducel  him  ever  and 
anon  to  brave  the  pangs  of  a  movement  to  overlook  the  obstruct  ng  log 
When  satisfied  by  tbe  still  receding  noise  of  contentiou  he  sought  again 
his  more  comfortable  position  on  the  level  earth.  \t  the  expiration  of 
those  seemingly  unending  hours,  the  noise  was  but  indiat  nctly  heard  afar 
off,  when  the  sound  of  approaching-  footsteps  among  the  rustling  leaves 
drew  him  once  more  to  a  reconnoitering  attitude,  and  he  found  it  occa- 
sioned by  a  young  rustic,  whose  soiled  garments,  together  with  sundry 
circular  impressions  upon  his  lips,  evidently  made  iroma  foul  gun  barrel, 
proclaimed  him  late  from  the  scene  of  action.  Whether  his  prDwess  had 
been  exerted  in  favor  of  king  or  rebel  was  not  known  to  the  colonel 
To    ascertain   it   he   hailed   him.     "  Who   comes   there  ?  Holloa  I 

ejaculated  the  startled  youth,  and  catching'a  glimpse  of  the  head  from 
which  the  unexpected  demand  had  issued,  and  of  the  fusee  in  the  act  of 
being  levelled  at  him  over  the  log,  he  quickly  made  an  oblique  spring  and 
was  safely  ensoonoed  behind  the  projecting  trunk  of  a  neighboring  tree 
Here  the  instinctive  operation  of  loading  his  piece  was  ipeedily  performed 
when  feeling  and  expressing  himself  "  on  a  footing  with  his  lupposed 
antagonist  he  declared  himself  "  a  continental  soldier  and  asked  who 
the  devil  are  you  ?  "  "I  am  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  the  reply 
upon  which  the  brave  fellow  left  his  hiding  place  and  soon  collected  a  few 
of  his  eotnradcB  with  whose  assistance  he  bore  the  drooj  ng  cripple  to 
fort.  In  his  latter  days,  the  colonel  often  mentioned  the  manly  conduct 
of  this  soldier  with  pleasure.  At  Fort  Ann,  Col  V  E  s  wound  was 
hastily  dressed,  and  as  the  evacuation  of  the  post  was  dec  ded  ipon  he 
was  again  raised  upon  the  shoulders  of  his  devoted  men  and  borne  fifteen 
miles  (o  Fort  Edward,  from  whence  lie  was  put  oa  a  boat  with  Capt 
Montgomery  and  another  prisoner  of  war,  and  floatod  down  to  Albany 
He  was  too  ill  to  be  taken  to  his  residence  at  Greenbush  so  both  the 
wounded  officers  in  the  same  dwelling  submitted  the  task  of  heal  ng  their 
wounds  to  the  skillfnl  hands  of  Dr.  Samuel  Stringer  (surgeon  general  of 
the  forces  under  Gen.  Schuyler  and  a  man  of  great  eminence  in  the  medi 
oal  profession,  and  ranked  among  the  first  practitioners  of  his  day,  who 
died  in  1818).  That  of  Capt  Tflontgomery  assumed  a  favorable  aspect, 
and  maugre  his  boding  prediction,  that  our  "sharp  shooters  had  ruined 
his  d — d  fine  legs,"  he  was  soon  in  condition  to  accept  the  invitation  from 
his  kinsman's  relict  (the  widow  of  General  Richard  Montgomery)  and 
left  the  city  to  pay  her  a  visit  at  Rhinebeok  on  the  Hudson  river.  The 
citizens  of  Albany  were  in  momentary  expectation  of  Burgoyne' 
proaoh  ;  all  who  could  leave,  fled  from  the  city.  Colonel  Van  Re 
laer's  younger  brother,  Philip,  commissary  of  military  stores,  kept  a 
sloop  at  the  dock,  prepared  to  remove  his  suffering  relative  at  the  slightest 
alarm.  The  colonel's  case  long  bid  defiance  to  all  the  arts  of  surgery. 
The  position  of  the  ball  rendered  its  extraction  impossible  without  a 
manifest  danger  to  his  life,  and  the  fragments  of  clothing  which   had 
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been  forced  in  with  it,  kept  it  a  sore  filled  with  maggots  as  the  wound 
was  ia  a  moat  nauseous  state.  However,  what  with  unremitting  care  and  a 
rugged  constitntion,  he  surmounted  in  a  measure  the  danger,  though  he 
was  not  again  in  condition  for  aotive  military  dntj  while  the  war  lasted. 
In  his  subsequeat  life  he  was  often  called  by  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow 
citizens  to  represent  them  in  the  state  legislature,  and  to  fill  seyeval  other 
responsible  ofloes  [  but  he  always  suffered  more  or  less  from  the  effects  of 
his  wound.  Several  times  it  broke  out  in  all  its  pristine  offensiveness 
and  on  September  9,  1816,  eventually  bore  him  to  his  grave  at  the  age  of 
72  years. 

Fierce  indignation  was  aroused  in  every  true  heart,  at  the  murder  of 
Jane  McOrea  at  Fort  Edward  oq  July  27,  1777.  The  young  ludy  was 
engaged  to  a  young  officer,  David  Jones,  in  Burgoyne's  army.  She  was 
killed  and  scalped  by  a  party  of  Indians  and  when  they  arrived  at  the 
British  camp  the  long,  glossy  hair  of  Jenny  was  immediately  recognized. 
Sh    w       h         b         twenty  years  old,  and  a  lovely  girl," 

Jh  of  Ticonderoga   and    Mount   Independence,   without 

ff  d  oasioned  the  greatest  surprise  and  alarm;  it  was  loudly 

m         h        hout  the  country,  and  brought  down  a  storm  of  indignant 
ab  h  erais  St.  Clair  and  Sohuylar,  for  much  of  the  respous- 

b  w  d  p  n  the  latter,  because  he  was  the  commander-in-chief  of 
h  h       d  p     ment.     This  disaster  gave   to  our  cause  a  dark  and 

g     my      p  A  ridiculous  story  was  industriously  reported  and  re- 

d        m     h      edenoe,  that  Generals  Schuyler  and  St.  Glair  acted  the 
p  eir  country,  and  that  they  were  paid  for  their  treason 

by    h  oer  balk,  shot  from  Burgoyne's  guns  into  our  camp, 

d    h  y  w       collected  by  order  of  General  St.  Clair,  and  divided 

b    w  m      d     eneral  Schuyler.     General  Washington  was  perplexed, 

d  ded  St.  Clair  from  command,  and  appointed  adjutant- 

g  G        to     persede  Greneral  Schuyler.     The  Albanians  were  seized 

w   h     p  h    p  ople  ran  about  as  if  distracted,  and  sent  off  their  goods 

a  d  The  actions  of  the  19th  of  September  and  October  7, 

1777,  are  well  known  to  have  been  decisive  of  the  fate  of  Gen.  Burgoyne's 
proud  army.  The  latter  took  place  at  Semis's  heights,  between  Stillwater 
and  Saratoga.  It  is  supposed  to  be  the  hardest  fought  battle,  and  the  most 
honorable  to  our  army  since  the  oomraenoement  of  hostilities.  The  enemy 
was  completely  repulsed  in  every  quarter,;  then  the  brave  Gen.  Frazer 
fell  as  also  many  other  officers  of  high  standing.  Gen  Frazer  was  carried 
to  tho  quarters  of  Baroness  itiedesel  who  was  expecting  guests  to  dinner. 
Before  his  death,  he  requested,  if  General  Burgoyne  would  permit  it, 
he  should  like  to  be  buried  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  on  the  top  of  a 
mountain,  in  a  great  redoubt  which  had  been  built  there.  About  sunset 
the  corpse  was  carried  up  the  hill  by  the  officers  of  his  own  corps  and 
passed  in  view  of  both  armies.  Generals  liurgoyne,  Phillips  and  Hiedesel 
placed  themselves  in  the  humble  prooession.  According  to  the  statement 
of  the  adjutant  general.  Col.  Kingston,  before  the  committee  above  men- 
tioned, the  loss  of  the  20th,  28tb,  and  62d  regiments  alone  was  .500  or 
more,  out  of  1100  men  who  marched  into  the  bloody  field.  The  62d  suffered 
more  than  any  other,  it  brought  off  only  50  or  60  effective  men  out  of 
about  340.  Yet  Capt.  Monoy  who  was  actively  engaged  in  the  action  of 
Fort  Ann  and  Bemis's  heights  declares  that  the  former  was  the  more  severe 
of  the  two.     It  proved,  at  all  events,  of  a  most  beneficial  tendency  to  our 
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cause.  The  illnsion  of  the  inviccibleness  of  onr  invaders  n 
Panic  gave  way  to  confidence,  and  every  succeeding  battle  in  the  North 
strengthened  it  to  saoh  a  degree  that  the  vaunting  Burgoyne  was  event- 
ually compelled  to  yield  to  its  efi'eots  on  the  fields  of  Saratoga.  The 
battle  of  Saratoga  is  universally  acknowledged  to  have  benn  one  of  the 
eevea  great  decisive  battles  in  the  history  of  the  world.  The  defeat  of 
Burgoyne  settled  the  question  of  the  existence  of  this  republic.  The 
result  of  the  revolutionary  war  depended  upon  that  day,  and  that  day 
was  won  by  the  valor  of  the  Continental  army.  That  field  belonged  to 
the  whole  nation,  we  all  gloried  in  it;  here  the  British  lion  got  down 
on  his  knees  before  the  American  eagle.  Gen.  Burgoyne  died  Aug.  4, 
1792.  The  following  anecdote  was  told  by  Jacob  Van  Alstyne,  who  was 
at  the  taking  of  Uurgoyne.  He  was  then  adjutant  of  a  regiment  of 
Rensselaer  county  militia,  under  Col.  Stephen  J.  Schuyler.  Lieut,  Ool. 
Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer  acted  in  the  two-fold  capacity  of  adjutant  and 
quarter-master.  Col.  Schuyler  was  a  brother  of  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler, 
and  having  the  oldest  commission  among  the  colonels  on  that  station,  he 
acted  as  brigadier  general  in  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign.  A  German, 
named  John  Tillman,  a  portly  gentleman  who  resided  at  Albany  after  the 
war,  acted  as  German  interpreter  for  General  Gates,  and  was  requested 
by  the  latter  to  select  a  proper  person  to  go  into  the  British  camp  aa  a 
spy;  the  object  of  whose  mission  was  to  circulate  letters  mnong  the  Hes- 
sian soldiers,  to  induce  them  to  desert,  and  to  bring  on  an  engagement  in 
BQch  a  manner  as  Gates  desired,  Tillman  selected  Christopher  Fisher,  a 
private  in  Col.  Schuyler's  regiment,  a  shrewd  fellow  and  always  ready 
with  an  answer  to  any  question  that  might  be  asked  him ;  he  was  a  witty 
man,  true  as  steel.  Never  at  a  loss  for  a  reply,  be  it  question,  fun,  or 
joke,  his  flashes  back  would  come  with  jolly  good  oheer,  for  he  was  brim- 
ful of  good  nature  and  well  educated.  Fisher  being  well  acquainted  with 
Van  Alstyne,  visited  him  to  ask  his  advice  in  the  hazardous  undertaking, 
naming  the  reward  ofiered.  The  latter  told  him  what  the  consequence 
would  be  if  he  was  detected,  but  declined  givin^^  counseL  '  Well,' said 
Fisher,  '  if  you  will  not  advise  me  how  to  proceed,  then  I  must  act  on  my 
own  judgment ;'  so  saying,  he  took  his  leave  of  Van  Alstyoe,  who  thought 
but  little  more  of  the  matter  until  after  the  battle.  While  in  his  tent  after 
the  engagement,  Fisher  entered  and  showed  him  a  purse  of  gold  and  his 
discharge  from  the  service.  Van  Alstyne  then  desired  to  know  how  he 
had  proceeded.  Fisher  stated  that  on  the  day  appointed,  he  approached 
the  enemy's  picket  with  a  sheep  upon  his  back,  which  had  been  killed  for 
the  occasion.  He  was  hailed  by  the  guard,  who  demanded  of  him  his 
residence  and  the  object  of  bis  visit.  Fisher  replied,  that  he  lived  a  few 
miles  back  in  the  country,  '  that  the  d — d.  Yankees  had  destroyed  all  his 
property  but  one  sheep,  which  he  had  tilled,  and  was  then  taking  to  his 
friends.'  On  hearing  this  reply,  the  sentinel  treated  him  kindly,  and  de- 
livered him  over  to  an  officer  with  a  favorable  report.  In  the  British 
camp,  he  was  asked  by  a  superior  officer,  what  proof  he  could  give  that 
he  was  not  deceiving.  Said  Fisher,  '  the  relek  are  preparing  to  give  you 
battJe,  and  if  you  will  go  with  me,  I  will  convince  you  of  its  truth.'  The 
officer  followed  Fisher  to  a  certain  plaee,  from  whieh  was  visible  a  wood. 
Here  had  been  stationed,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Gen.  Gates,  a  body  of 
Uol.  Morgan's  rifle  corps,  who  were  to  exhibit  themselves  in  a  stealthy 
manner.  The  riflemen  wore  frocks  and  were  easily  distinguished,  '  There, 
there,'  says  Fisher,  '  don't  you  see  them  devils  of  Morgan's  dodging  about 
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among  the  trees  ?'  And  sare  enough,  as  fast  as  the  spy  directed  his  v 
the  British  officer  could  see  the  moviDg  froisks  of  the  Amerioau  riflei 
When  urged  to  enlist  into  the  British  service,  Fisher  pretended  an  aver- 
sion to  war,  pleading  also  the  necessity  of  returuing  home  to  protect  his 
family  against  the  rebels.  He  was  allowed  to  leave  the  camp  when  he 
choae,  and  embraced  the  opportunity  while  the  armies  were  engaged.  He 
was,  however,  admitted  into  communion  as  a  genuine  royalist,  and  being 
allowed  to  mingle  for  several  hours  with  those  who  spoke  German,  he 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  perilous  mission  to  the  satisfaction  of  General 
Gates.  A  party  of  British  troops  were  sent  to  dislodge  the  riflemen 
pointed  out  by  Fisher,  a  general  engagement  followed  with  success  to  the 
Americans.  The  spy  executed  faithfully  the  principal  object  of  his 
hazardous  enterprise,  and  many  of  those  Hessian  soldiers  deserted  the 
British  service  in  that  campaign,  and  either  entered  the  American  service, 
or  became  good  citizens  of  New  York,  Mr.  Van  Aistyno  died  in  May 
1844,  aged  nearly  ainety-five  years." 

The  interview  between  Gen.  Gates  and  Gen.  Burgoyne,  on  the  field  of 
surrender,  was  very  interesting  when,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  armies, 
Bnrgoyne  drew  hia  sword  and  presented  it  to  General  Gates.  Not 
wishing  to  aggravate  the  painful  feelings  of  tbe  royal  troops  Gen.  Gates 
would  not  permit  the  American  soldiery  to  witness  the  degrading  act  of 
piling  their  arms  and  artillery  at  the  place  assigned,  at  the  command  of 
their  own  officers.  As  this  was  completed  tbe  British  army  filed  oS'  and 
took  ap  their  line  of  march  for  Boston  to  embark  for  England.  The  sur- 
render took  place  near  the  spot  where  the  elegant  country  seat  of  General 
Schuyler  had  been  so  wantonly  demolished.  Baroness  Kiedesel  with 
her  three  children  were  politely  accommodated  in  his  own  tent,  and  in- 
vited by  Gen.  Schuyler  to  become  his  guests  at  his  residence  at  Albany. 
When  Col.  Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer  (who  was  deputed  to  convey  the 
official  intelligence  of  '■  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  to  Gen.  Gates,  which 
took  place  after  the  other  British  enterprises  in  New  York  had  proved 
abortive")  reaohed  Albany,  he  found  the  inhabitants  were  waiting 
with  intense  anxiety  the  fate  of  the  battle  (having  chattels  packed  and 
they  ready  for  an  exodus).  As  his  horse  constantly  felt  the  prick  of 
the  spurs  he  went  flying  through  the  city,  while  the  brave  officer  cried 
aloud  the  cheering  words  "  Burgoyne  is  taken  and  we  are  vtclorious." 
The  scene  was  an  enthusiastic  one  ;  the  people  flocking  in  throngs,  almost 
drawing  him  from  the  horse's  back  eager  to  hear  a  confirmation  of  the 
glorious  news,  it  diffused  joy  and  gladness  not  only  there,  but  throughout 
the  union.  In  Albany  the  event  was  celebrated  with  much  display. 
An  ox  was  roasted  whole  for  the  occasion.  A  pole  passing  through  it 
and  resting  on  crotches  served  as  a  spit,  while  a  pair  of  cart-wheels  at  the 
ends  of  the  pole  were  used  to  turn  it.  A  hole  was  dug  in  the  ground,  in 
which,  beneath  the  ox,  a  fire  was  made.  While  cooking,  several  pails  of 
Bait-water  were  at  hand,  to  be  applied  with  swabs  to  keep  the  meat  from 
burning.  When  roasted  it  was  drawn  through  the  principal  streets, 
and  the  patriotic  secured  a  good  shce.  A  constant  roar  of  artillery  was 
kept  np  during  the  day. 

"  The  aged  met  with  joy  of  heart. 
The  youthful  met  with  glee  ; 

WJiile  little  children  played  their  part. 
The  liappiest  of  the  three." 
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"  In  the  evening  almost  every  dwelling  in  tbe  city  was  illuminated, 
A  large  pyramid  of  pine  fagots  which  had  been  collected  for  the  occasion, 
in  the  centre  of  which  stood  a  liberty-pole  supporting  on  its  top  a  barrel 
of  tar,  was  set  on  fire  on  Pinkster  hill,  whereon  the  state  eapitol  nuw 
reposes,  near  the  city  early  in  the  evening.  When  the  fire  reached  the 
tar,  it  not  only  illuminated  every  part  of  the  city,  but  sent  its  ominous 
light  for  many  miles  around,  presenting  a  most  imposing  effect.  The 
capture  of  Bnrgoyne  and  his  army  inspired  Americans  with  confldence  as 
to  their  final  triumph."  In  the  severe  battle  of  the  7th  of  October,  Gen. 
Burgoyce  himself,  had  a  hair-breadth  escape,  having  one  bulkt  pass 
through  his  hat  and  another  tore  his  waistcoat.  At  one  time  a  part  of 
General  Gates 's  army  was  exposed  to  imminent  danger.  "He  had  re- 
ceived what  he  supposed  to  be  certain  intelligence  that  the  main  body  of 
Burgoyne's  army  had  marched  off  for  Fort  Edward,  and  that  a  rear  guard 
only  was  left  in  the  camp.  Oa  this  it  was  ooncluded  to  advance  and 
attack  the  camp  in  half  an  hour ;  unknown  to  the  Americans,  Bnrgoyne 
had  a  line  formed  behind  a  parcel  of  brushwood  to  support  the  post  of 
artillery  where  the  attack  was  to  be  made.  A  British  soldier,  a  deserter, 
communicated  the  very  important  fact,  that  the  whole  British  army  were 
in  their  encampment.  Gen.  Wilkinson  too,  discovered  the  British  at  their 
post,  through  a  thick  fog  while  his  horse  halted  to  drink  in  fording  the 
creek,  and  he  instantly  arrested  the  march  of  our  troops.  The  intelligence 
was  conveyed  to  General  Gates,  who  countermanded  his  orders  for  the 
assault,  and  called  back  his  troops  and  thereby  saved  them  from  destruc- 
tion, but  they  sustained  some  loss  from  the  British  artillery.  It  is  known 
that  Burgoyne  has  frequently  expressed  his  extreme  disappointment  that 
he  was  baffled  in  this  stratagem,  and  Americans  should  be  most  thankful," 
"  Port  Edward,  in  Camp  8tb  July  1777. 

"  Received  of  Capt.  Huyck  283  Bullets  Received  By  me 

"  John  C.  Ten  Broeck,  of  the  Continental  Troops." 

In  October,  1777,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  the  British  fleet  proceeded 
lip  the  Hudson  to  Kingston  intending  to  out  his  way  through  and  join 
Burgoyne  at  Saratoga,  which  fortunately  was  frustrated  by  Burgoyne's 
surrender.  While  at  Kingston  or  Esopus  he  demolished  the  place  and 
burnt  almost  every  house;  among  which  was  the  fine  family  residence, 
dear  Hattie,  of  your  paternal  grandfather,  Peter  E.  Elmendorf,  then  a  lad 
of  12  years. 

"  Saratoga  19  April  1777. 

"  Kec"  from  Mr  John  Joans  Fifteen  Hundred  &  fifteen  Oars  for  the 
Service  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

"EpH"!  Van  Veghteh  Asst.  D.Q,  M.  General." 

John  Tyson  to  Go'cemor  Lewis. 

Peekskill,  April  23rd  1777. 

Sir  :  Tbe  Bearer  Mr.  Israel  Levano  has  15  Cwt.  of  Kound  Shot,  sent 

here  by  Order  of  General  Knos  of  tbe  Artillery,  &  by  his  desire  forwarded 

to  Albany.     As  we  don't  know  who  is  the  Commissary  of  Ordnance  with 

you,  have  addressed  it  to  you  &  beg  you  will  put  it  in  the  proper  Channel. 

On  behalf  of  W.  Hughs  D.  Q.  M.         t         c-    v        lui    o      . 
^  ^  I  am  Sir  Your  hble  Servt. 

Morgan  Lewis,  Esq.  Jno.  Tyson. 
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lovoice  of  OrdnanGQ  Stores  Sent  to  Albany  to  be  from  there  for- 
warded With  all  possible  Dispatch  to  the  HonWe  Maj'  Gen'  Schuyler  July 
10th.  ISth,  &  16th  for  the  Suni^ry  Teamsters  as  pr  Duplicate  Rec("  ' 
for  1777.  viz :  [The  list  was  too  long  to  be  of  benefit  in  this  book.] 

Stillwater  August  6th  1777. 
Eeceived  into  the  Public  Store  of  Captain  Conrod  Cline  of  Colonel 
Livingstons  Regiment  of  Militia  4  muskets  &  5  Cartridge  Boxes. 

Jasplo  Maud'=  Gidley,  Conduct. 

Teunis  T"  Van  VecMen  to  PltUip  Vain  Bensselaer. 
Sir;  Albany  Sept'  12th  1777. 

Deliver  the  Bearer  fifty  Bushels  of  peas,  for  the  use  of  general 
Boh«jl.r',  Family.  ^^  ^^^^^  ^,  g^__,   s„j„j,„ 

John  Lansing  Jun  Secy. 
Please  to  deliver  the  above. 

TuENis  T'  Van  Vechten  A.D.Q.M.,Geni 
To  the  D.  Quarter  Master  General  Mr  Philip  Van    Rensselaer, 

In  August  1777  Col.  Peier  Wagoner,  of  the  county  of  Montgomery, 

held  a  command  under  Gen.  Herkimer  and  Col.  Frederick  Visscher  in 

h    h  relief  of  Fort  Stanwis.     After  the  first  detachment  of 

m  w         hecked  and  their  commander  severely  wounded,  it  was 

f      d  cht^ngc  the  plan  of  action.     Accordingly  our  forces  were 

d      d  b    k      d  t    f  ■    1     J'  7  7by     d    pb    by  ra  'ne, 

p  gfmtkgd       tgfthfgywthtttck 

h  m        h  Th   g  1  th    f    t  by     p  d      t     d  ng, 

w  h  edtlththhy         ted     d  f  vor 

h  g  pa  ty    p      h  h    first    htbttl     dt  f  om 

h  h        t    n         d      d   t  mp      bl    f     th  t    h       the 

fig  h  my       1  tly      ppM       tl    t  G       H    k  m  1  j    t  was 

h  t      1  t    1         t  ro     d  t  wh  m  ug 

p      w  W  g  p    t     d  d  tl    t  tl    y  lly  w        th    ga       on 

d  n     d    h         g   h       1       1    m  Th       I      \d      ved 

by  pp  t    f  h  k    t     g      t  h         p(       d  f       ds, 

w  bhmdrf  1         fidglmlfdw  p        uer 

wh  h       fidl  b  th       d       tdbyhd  tua- 

d         t    1      M  C    m       I      m  th     t  It       the 

m       b  '     m      1   ni      b   t  fl       I  k      th      d  Tl  1       was 

p    mp         b      d  a  d    h  my  th       d  f      t    ted  by  the 

dm  h       p  d  h       fi    t    h         ffi  M  jor 

V  p     H     e   k  !1  d  11       t    "i]        It        w        d  d     h  y  t     ned 

d  fl  d  w    h         fi  t  Th     ^  11     t  W  t        ly  ped 

hfi  h      warn       btespdfmh        ptrswh  i  ther 

m  hs  tdTl  mibg  p  with 

fi  w  k      I  y  L    ut  C  1   W  11       w   h     p    ty    f  200  f    m  the 

w      h  d         dentally  discovered  through  their  spies  the  defenceless 

h  mv's  camp.     Shingleton  was  severely  wounded  and  carried 

S  where  be  remained  many  months  upon  parole,  hut  when 

sufE-Oiently  recovered,  he  broke  that  and  ran  off  with  some  tories.     Major 

Watts  was  wounded  through  the  leg  by  a  ball,  and  in  the  neck  by  a  thrust 

from  a  bayonet  which  passed  through  back  of  the  windpipe 
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Buch  an  effusion  of  blood  as  to  iaiiuoe  not  only  him,  but  bis  captors  to 
suppose  (after  leading  bim  two  or  three  miles)  that  he  must  die  in  oonse- 
quenoe.  He  begged  his  captors  to  kill  him,  they  refused  and  left  him 
by  the  side  of  a  stream  under  the  shade  of  a  bridge,  where  be  was  found 
two  days  subsequently  covered  with  fly-blowa,  but  still  alive.  He  was 
borne  by  some  Indians  to  Soheneotady  where  he  remained  until  sufficiently 
recovered  to  endure  a  voyage  to  England,  where  he  was  often  after  seen 
limping  about  Chelsea  hospital.  The  sash  taken  from  him  is  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  Sanders  family.  It  was  about  this  time  that  Ool.  Wemple 
of  Schenectady  having  ascertained  that  a  large  force  of  refugees  and  lories 
had  collected  at  Beaver  dam  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  Albany  or 
Schenectidy  in  the  absence  of  the  mihtia  who  had  been  sent  off  to  relieve 
Fort  btinwix  c  llected  the  excmpu  seventy  in  number  and  a  body 
of  New  England  tro  ps  forty  strong  anl  falling  upon  them  bv  surprise 
effectually  louted  and  dispej=ei  them  though  their  force  to  his  was  as 
four  to  one  Another  time  a  similar  band  who  had  long  been  a  tenor  to 
the  mhabitantt  by  then  reckless  deprelation  and  marauding  prcpens  ties 
aftei  robbing  the  taverns  and  other  dwellrngs  on  the  tmn(iLe  between 
Albany  and  Scl  enectady  drank  such  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  at  the 
half  wiy  house  that  they  were  compelled  to  retire  into  the  piiie  hushes 
a  short  distance  where  aftet  stationing  a  sentry  they  fell  asleep  One  of 
the  inmates  of  the  tavern  escaped  from  the  window  destitute  ot  clothing, 
save  his  shirt,  carried  the  word  to  Dorp,  when  the  good  burgers  with 
patriotic  ardor  traced  the  plunderers  by  their  tracks  in  the  sand.  The 
plunder  was  all  recovered  and  the  marauders  mo^t  severely  punished. 
"  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  far  from  being  aceomplished  by  St. 
Leger,  notwithstanding  General  Herkimer  fell  into  the  ambuscade,  and 
soon  after  died  of  his  wounds.  The  commander  did  not,  however,  despair 
of  getting  possession  of  Fort  Stanwis  ;  for  this  purpose  he  sent  in  a  flag 
demanding  a  surrender.  Colonel  Ganaevoort  nobly  replied  in  the  negative, 
being  determined  to  defend  the  fort  at  every  hazard.  Aware,  however, 
of  his  perilous  situation  he  found  means  of  sending  to  General  Schuyler 
at  Stillwater  for  assistance.  General  Arnold  was  now  dispatched  with  a 
brigade  of  troops  to  attack  the  besiegers.  On  his  way  he  captured  a 
notorious  tory  spy,  Han  Yost  Schuyler,  whom  he  sentenced  to  be  hnug. 
The  friends  of  the  tory  applied  to  Arnold  to  spare  his  life.  He  was  in- 
exorable, but  was  prevailed  upon  by  Major  Brooks  to  use  the  tory  for 
their  advantage.  If  he  failed  in  the  plan  proposed,  his  brother,  who  had 
consented  to  remain  as  a  hostage,  was  to  'grace  the  same  noose  which 
had  been  prepared  for  Han  Yost.'  Tho  life  of  his  brother  hold  Han 
Yost  true  to  his  pledge.  Several  of  the  Oneida  Indians  of  his  acquain- 
tance, fell  in  with  and  readily  engaged  in  furthering  his  design.  Han 
Tost  was  acquainted  with  many  of  St.  Leger'a  Indiana,  and  on  arriving 
at  their  camp  told  a  sad  story  of  his  capture  and  escape.  When  asked 
as  to  the  number  of  men  Arnold  had,  he  shook  his  head  mysteriously 
and  pointed  to  the  leaves  of  the  trees.  Soon  one  of  the  Oneidas  in  the 
secret  arrived,  presently  another  dropping  into  the  camp  as  if  by  accident 
spoke  of  the  great  numbers  of  warriors  marching  against  them.  Alarm 
and  consternation  pervaded  the  whole  body  and  they  resolved  on  imme- 
diate flight.  The  Oneida  Indian  had  a  spice  of  the  wag  in  his  composi- 
tion, for  be  followed  in  the  rear  and  occasionally  raised  the  cry.  '  The}/ 
are  coming  !  they  are  coming  !  '  Han  Yost  soon  gave  General  Gansevoort 
the  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  Gen.  Arnold's  command  and  all  were 
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saved.     Col.  Willett  had  an  elegant  sword  given  to  him  by  Congress  for 
hi  a  gallant  aots." 

Daniel  Hale  to  FliUip  Van  Senssdaer. 
Dear  Sir.  Fish  Kill.  4  November,  1778. 

By  the  accounts  daily  Circulating  from  New  York  there  ia  great  Ex- 
pectations of  the  Enemy  leaving  the  City.  I  oannot  Say  that  I  am  fully 
Convinced  it  will  take  place  but  there  is  a  probability  of  it. 

"  You  will  please  to  thiuk  of  the  two  pair  of  Pistols  you  was  Kind 
Enough  to  promise  me  for  myself  and  Colo.  Hay,  who  has  requested  of  me 
to  write  to  jou  to  know  whether  that  business  was  determined  on  which 
you  mentioned  to  him  as  the  Season  advances  and  what  that  Gentleman's 
opinion  was,  or  cow  is,  whom  you  was  to  Consult. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  with  Esteem,  Your  friend  &  Servt. 
Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  ^-  ^*''^- 

April  12,  1779,  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  ta  William  Sheldon. 

Dr. 
To  4  waggons  &  horses  coming  from  Sheffield  to  Green  Bush 
ferry  to  remove  the  public  Stores  from  Albany  to  a  place  of 

Safety  each  4  days  at  12s.  pr.  day,  £9:  12:  0: 

By  order  of  Commanding  Officer. 

Brandi  Tan  Sook  To  PhUip  Yam,  Sensselaer. 
Sit :  Fish  Kill,  May  aist,  1779. 

Inclosed  you  have  an  Invoice  of  Musket  Ball  to  make  up  tbo  Quantity 
Intended  to  be  forwarded  from  this  Fort  to  Albany.     Co).  Van  Rensse- 
laer will  be  pleased  to  send  a  receipt  for  the  same  under  cover  of  a  few 
Lines  to  Jno,  Ruddock,  Esq  ,  by  the  first  Opportunity  which  shall  Occur. 
I  am  Sir,  Youi  Huble  S.rrt      j^^^^^  -y^^  jj„^_^^  ^^  g  p^ 

"Invoice  of  Musket  Ball  Sent  to  P.  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Public 
Store  Keeper  at  Albany  by  Order  of  General  Knox  (viz.)  : 

38  Boxes  of  New  Musket  Ball  Weighing, 32:  T:  24: 

Tareof Boxes, 2:  0:     4: 

Total  Weight  Gross, 30:  1:  20: 

The  catastrophe  at  Lexington,  April  18,  1775,  was  the  grand  impetus 
to  every  active  measure  taken  throughout  the  country  in  the  cause  of  in- 
dependence. Great  zeal  and  military  ardor  was  manifested  by  the  meet- 
ing of  companies  of  militia  in  every  section  to  receive  those  lessons  so 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  resist  successfully  a  well  disciplined  foe  in  the 
field  of  battle.  The  adherents  of  the  King  George  III,  sought  to  break 
up  such  meetings.  At  Gaughnawaga,  Captain  Frederick  Visscher  when 
in  the  act  of  exercising  his  company,  saw  Sir  John  Johnson  (son  of  Sir 
William  Johnson),  the  king's  magistrate  came  rattling  on  the  parade 
ground  with  his  gay  equipage  and  drive  directly  In  front  of  the  men 
where  he  stopped  and  demanded  "By  whose  orders  are  these  men  asi 
here?"  The  captain  instantly  replied,  "Bymine."  "WeU,sir,Ic< 
you  in  the  name  of  the  king  to  disperse  immediately."  "  I  will  not  disperse 
them,  sir,"  was  the  undaunted  reply.     This  so  enraged  the  fiery  knight 
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that  he  drew  his  piBtols,  and  leveling  them  at  the  captain,  he  declared 
that  if  he  did  not  "  disperse  thed — d  rehels,  I  will  blow  your  brains  out." 
The  words  were  aoareely  out  of  Sir  John's  mouth,  before  he  saw  one  of 
the  men  bring  over  his  gun  and  take  deliberate  aim  at  him.  The  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  all  the  rest,  when,  not  willing  to  risk  the  threatened 
oonsequence  of  shooting  the  captain.  Sir  John  put  up  his  pistols  and  rode 
out  of  the  field  muttering  "  curses  upon  the  oontumacioua  rebels."  The 
spirit  there  developed  caused  him  very  shortly  after  to  leave  his  ill-gottea 
possessions  and  to  abandon  such  a  dangerous  neighborhood.  Capt. 
Visseher's  promotion  after  this  was  rapid,  so  was  that  of  every  officer  of 
merit  in  those  times.  The  panic  occasioned  among  our  exposed  frontier 
inhabitants  subsequently,  in  consequence  of  G-en.  Bargoyoe'a  signal  suc- 
cess from  Canada  at  the  beginning  of  his  expedition,  together  with  a  well 
founded  apprehension  of  an  attack  from  his  ferocious  Indian  allies,  induced 
many  to  send  their  families  to  a  place  of  better  security  than  that  afforded 
by  their  own  dwellings.  Others,  from  whatever  cause,  more  dilatory  than 
the  rest,  were  destined  to  quaff  deeply  from  that  bitter  cup  of  affliction  so 
incidental  to  barbarian  warlare.  The  recollections  of  some  such  instances 
weighed  upon  the  hearts  of  the  few  surviving  participators  like  an  ineabus, 
and  their  narrations  were  truly  well  calculated  to  excite  the  most  thrilling 
interest.  Colonel  Frederick  Vissoher,  of  Caughnawaga,  was  second  in 
ooinmand  of  the  expedition  sent  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Stanwix  (or  Fort 
Schuyler  where  the  village  of  Rome  now  stands),  against  St.  Leger  and 
Sir  John  Johnson.  When  the  gallant  but  ill-fated  Gen.  Herkimer  fell, 
the  command  devolved  upon  him,  and  the  success  with  which  he  brought 
off  the  remnaQt  of  his  force  from  that  disastrous  field  proved  him  possessed 
of  as  much  military  talent  as  of  energy  Subsequently,  having  received 
tidings  of  the  enemy's  careei,  immediately  dispatched  his  wife  and  children 
to  Schenectady,  and  while  occupied  with  arrangements  for  the  removal 
of  his  motber  and  two  sisters  his  mansion  was  attacked  in  the  night  by 
about  a  dozen  savages.  They  wet  e  gieeted,  however,  with  so  warm  a  fire 
from  the  colonel  and  his  two  brothers  thit  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  as 
Buddonly  aa  they  had  made  the  assault.  Atdawnof  day  they  returned  again 
with  an  overwhellning  reinforcement  and  breaking  through  every  barriei: 
drove  the  family  before  them  from  room  to  room,  and  froiu  floor  to  floor, 
until  they  reached  the  garret,  where  they  closed  with  the  gallant  brothers. 
In  the  desperate  struggle  which  then  ensued  the  ladies  made  an  attempt 
to  escape  down  the  darksome  stairway.  The  mother  being  intercepted 
by  an  Indian  was  soon  knocked  down  senseless  with  a  heavy  blow  from  the 
butt  end  of  his  fire-lock,  while  the  two  young  ladies  without  hindrance 

fained  the  door  yard.  There  one  of  them  was  seized  by  a  "  huge  painted 
ndian  "  who  after  tearing  the  bonnet  from  her  head,  and  the  shawl  from 
her  shoulders,  uttered  iu  a  smothered  tone  the  single  word,  marchez, 
and  released  her.  Of  course  she  required  no  further  bidding,  hut  thank- 
ful for  the  uoexpected  permission,  bounded  off  and  secreted  herself  in  an 
oven  near  tha  dwelling.  Her  fljdng  sister  escaped  to  the  willow  shaded 
rivulet  in  the  adjoining  meadow,  wliere  concealed  by  the  thick  foliage, 
they  shortly  after,  each  from  her  respective  hiding  place,  saw  the  savages 
issuing  in  a  body  from  the  house.  A  solitary  one  reentered  immediately 
and  alter  a  short  interval  returned  to  his  companions,  when  all  tramped 
off  together  in  a  north-easterly  direction  up  the  deep,  rocky  ravine,  which 
not  yet  ceased  to  reverberate  with  their  tremendous  whoops  of  exultation 
when  the  sisters  saw  that  the  mansion  was  in  flames,  and  then  every  rem- 
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nant  of  Lope  for  the  esiateuca  of  mother  or  brothers  vanished  from  their 

In  the  unequal  eonfiict  oq  the  garret  Col.  Vissoher  fell  under  two 
severe  tomahawk  blows,  and  while  lying  in  a  state  of  torpidity  was  divested 
of  his  scalp.  (The  Indian  mode  of  soalping  their  victims  is  this :  with 
a  knife  they  make  a  circular  cut  from  the  forhead,  quite  round,  just 
above  the  ears,  then  taking  hold  of  the  sltia  with  their  teeth,  they  tear  off 
the  whole  hairy  scalp  in  an  instant,  with  wonderful  dexterity.  This  they 
carefully  dry  and  preserve  as  a  trophy.)  Notwithstanding  the  severity 
of  his  various  wounds  he  became  quickly  sensible  again  of  his  own  pre- 
dicament and  of  the  continued  proximity  of  his  enemies,  and  determined 
to  deceive  them  with  a  semblance  of  that  death  which  they  supposed  to 
have  been  inflicted  upon  him.  At  first  he  was  successful  and  had  the 
satisfaction  of  hearing  them  descend  into  the  lower  part  of  the  house. 
Anxiety  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  his  brothers  induced  him  then  to  rise 
upon  his  elbow,  but  the  sound  of  footsteps  caused  him  once  more  to  seek 
his  former  position.  This  motion  owing  to  his  feeble  condition  came 
near  being  conducive  to  a  fatal  end.  It  had  the  effect  of  exciting  such  a 
degree  of  nervous  irritability  that  he  had  no  further  control  over  his 
frame,  and  the  monster,  who  came  to  assure  himself  that  the  bloody  work 
was  complete  attracted  by  the  twitching,  hastened  to  put  a  stop  to  it 
by  catting  the  sufferer's  throat.  For  this  purpose  he  drew  a  knife  twice 
across  it,  and  seeing  the  red  bandanna,  inward  neckcloth,  through  the 
severed  folds  of  the  blaok  silk  outer  one,  he  went  ofi^  rejoicing  in  the 
imagined  accomplishment  of  his  infernal  design.  The  colonel,  however, 
having  received  no  other  injury  from  this  last  attempt  upon  his  life,  than 
one  or  two  unimportant  flesh  wounds,  was  soon  aware,  by  the  receding 
whoops,  of  the  departure  of  the  savages;  and  knowing  by  the  increasing 
volumes  of  smoke  that  the  house  was  on  fire,  resolved  to  escape  if  possible. 
Kising  up  from  his  bed  of  gore  he  perceived  one  brother  dead  near  to  him, 
the  other  leaped  from  a  window  but  was  killed  and  scalped.  To  drag  the 
corpse  out  of  the  reach  of  the  flames  was  a  task  of  immense  difficulty  but 
he  executed  it,  as  also  the  rescue  of  his  disabled  but  living  mother ;  but 
his  incredible  exertions  and  loss  of  blood  caused  him  to  faint.  The  chair, 
in  which  Mrs.  Vissoher  was  seated,  when  drawn  out  the  house  was  on  fire, 
it  was  preserved  as  a  sacred  relic.  The  two  murdered  brothers,  with  Ool. 
Visscher,  hia  mother  and  two  sisters,  were  taken  in  a  boat  to  Schenectady, 
where  the  mother  and  the  colonel  were  eventually  restored  to  health. 
Many  years  after  this  tragical  event  two  of  the  identical  Indians  engaged 
in  it,  while  traveling  with  a  party  of  warriors  to  Albany  haying  under- 
stood that  Col.  Visscherh  ad  survived  his  wounds,  would  not  believe  it, 
one  said  ho  had  both  scalped  and  cut  his  throat,  they  wanted  ti  see  him 
Col.  Visscher  could  with  dif&culty  be  lestrained,  he  wiihed  to  sacrifice 
the  wretches.  An  intimation  was  given  them  of  the  intention  and  they 
wisely  departed  never  to  return  to  these  soenes  Colonel  Vissch&r  was 
(in  1787)  appointed  by  Gov.  George  Clinton  first  judge  ot  Montgomery 
county.  He  died  June  9,  1809  from  a  complaint  in  the  head  caused  by 
the  loss  of  his  scalp.  His  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Gazena  De 
Graff,  died  in  1816. 

Herman  Visscher,  son  of  Col.  Fredeiick  wai  sate  in  Schenectady  with 
his  mother  at  the  time  these  terrific  "  soenes  weio  onactei  at  the  old  le 
sidence  about  three  miles  east  of  Fond  *,  on  the  aoi  th  side  of  and  near  the 
10 
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Mohawk  river,  and  close  by  where  the  New  York  Central  rail  road  now 
runs,"  The  faithful  black  slave  who  brought  water  in  hia  hat  from  a 
creek  for  Col.  Viascher  and  eairied  the  stricken  household  to  Schenectady, 
had  a  handsome  horse  and  his  freedom  given  him  by  the  grateful  colonel. 
Gazena,  daughter  of  Herman  Visscher,  had  been  adopted  by  her  father's 
brother  when  quite  young  at  the  death  of  her  parents.  She  was  a  valued 
schoolmate  and  companion  of  myself.  I  was  present  at  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Jesse  De  Graifof  Schenectady,  at  the  abode  of  her  uncle,  Mr.  Visscher 
on  the  old  site.  The  last  surviving  child,  Alfred  De  G-raff,  lives  in  a 
brick  dwelling  where  the  old  homestead  once  stood,  which  was  rendered 
memorable  by  such  thrilling  and  harrowing  events  in  May,  1780,  This 
farm  and  grounds  "  where  the  tomahawk  and  the  torch  did  their  sad  work 
of  death  and  destruction  a  century  ago  has  been  in  the  family  to  the  fifth 
generation,  over  one  hundred  and  twenty  years." 

When  on  a  visit  to  my  mother's  sisKr,  Mrs,  Jacob  S.  Glen,  in  Mont- 
gomerj  county,  I  often  saw  a  venerable  old  lady,  Aunty  Putman,  who 
would  graphically  narrate  the  perils  from  the  Indians  in  her  younger 
days.  Harassed  by  perpetual  alarms  night  and  day,  in  constant  fear  of 
hostilities,  and  ever  dreading  the  sight  of  the  Indians  in  their  grotesque 
paint  and  feathers,  their  encroachments  kept  all  the  whites  in  a  state  of 
terrible  commotion,  t'he  well  remembered  when  Col.  John  Johnson  in 
1780  with  a  party  of  soldiers  consisting  of  British,  tories  and  Indians, 
made  a  raid  through  that  country,  killing,  burning  and  pillaging ;  she 
recalled  how  the  men  never  neglected  taking  their  guns  to  church,  or  the 
field,  with  them ;  not  daring  to  venture  out  to  any  distance  for  fear  of  an 
ambuscade ;  constantly  on  the  alert  regarding  the  treachery  of  the  Indians, 
or  their  creeping  up  stealthily  to  tomahawk  some  unfortunate  individual 
who  had  ventured  too  far  away  from  forts.  Many  a  tale  of  suffering  and 
privation  she  would  moat  eloquently  recount.  This  old  lady  was  Margaret, 
sister  of  Col.  Frederick  Viascher ;  she  had  four  husbands,  the  last  one  waa 
Victor  Putman  ;  she  survived  her  husband  many  years,  and  died  at  old 
Caughnawaga.  Her  fears  were  awfully  realized  at  lasL  in  1T80  on  May 
20th  at  Tribes  hill,  part  of  Caughnawaga,  when  barns  and  houses  were 
burnt  and  people  scalped  in  the  march  of  these  savages  and  tories  from 
Johnstown  all  along  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk.  The  inhabitants,  unsus- 
picious of  danger,  were  buried  in  sleep  at  midnight  when  the  Indians  ap- 
proached 'n  g  ml  d  h  h  use  of  Oapt.  Garret  Putman  with 
horrid  y  d  g  m  d  h  e  family,  but  fortunately  all  were 
absent;  p  p  p  h  h  were  killed;  many  of  her  own 
loved  n  b  w  d  ealped.  About  the  same  time 
her  mo  h  h  w  as  d  S  as  then  a  young  giri  living  with 
her  mo  h  d  E  b  g  h  with  two  brothers,  her  brother 
frederi  k  m  b  m  rouble  in  Schenectady,  he  waa 
staying  whhmA  hw  ul  escape  from  the  Indian  she 
secreted  h  D  h  built  a  short  distance  from  the 
houae,  wh  w  h  h  m  d  b  agony  she  could  hear  the  wild 
yells  of  dm  mh  dknwh  own  "  loved  onea"  were  the  un- 
fortuna            m 

"  Ge  V/iMh      to      wh  A  b     y  in  the  summer  of  1782,  was 

invited  by   h  h        tady  (over- the -pines).     He  ac- 

cepted the  invitcition,  and  in  company  with  Gen.  Schuyler,  rode  there  in 
a  carriage  from  Albany  on  the  3Uth  of  June ;  where  he  was  received  with 
no  little  formality  by  the  civil  and  military  authorities  and  escorted  some 
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e  by  a  numerous  procession,  in  which  he  walked  with  hiahat  uniJer 
nia  arm.  Abraham  Clinch,  who  came  to  America  aa  drum-major  under 
Gen.  Braddock,  then  kept  a  tavern  in  Setenectady  and  at  his  house  a  pub- 
lic dinner  was  given.  Having  previously  heard  of  his  sufferings,  one  of 
the  first  persons  Washington  inquired  afier  was  Colonel  Frederick  Tisscher, 
who  was  then  residing  in  the  place.  He  expressed  much  surprise  that  the 
oolonel  had  not  been  invited  to  meet  him,  and  agreeable  to  his  request  a 
messenger  was  sent  for  him  He  was  a  inan  of  real  merit,  but  modest 
and  retiring  in  his  habits  On  this  ocoa-sion,  he  was  found  at  work  in  his 
barn,  which,  under  the  cireumatances,  he  left  with  reluctance,  but  was 
kindly  greeted  by  the  illustrious  guest  who  paid  him  marked  attention. 
At  the  dinner  table  weie  assembled  a  respectable  number  of  gentlemen 
among  whom  was  Gen  Schuylei  Washington  assigned  the  seat  ofist 
his  own  to  Col.  Visicher  Th  a  wi"  indeed  a  proud  day  for  Old  Dorp. 
While  Gen,  Washington  was  walking  a  public  street  in  company  with  a 
respectable  citizen,  an  old  negro  when  passing,  took  off  his  hat  and  bowed 
to  him  :  the  great  commander  immediately  returned  the  compliment. 
The  citizen  expressed  much  surprise  that  his  companion  thus  noticed 
this  descendant  of  Ishmael,  observing  it  was  not  the  cuatomof  the  country 
to  notice  alavea.  '  1  cannot  be  less  civil  than  a  poor  negro,'  was  his  manly 
reply  as  tliey  proceeded  onward."  Washington  was  in  Schenectady  oq 
three  different  ocoasiona,  the  flrat  was  a  flying  visit  near  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  he  staid  with  John  Glen,  Q.  M.  G. 

Oomeliwi  Ray  to  Philip  Van  R&naselaer. 
jjgap  gir  .  Philadelphia,  Dec.  18th,  1780. 

Being  apprehensive  of  not  meeting  with  a  private  opportunity  sooa,  I 
do  myself  the  pleasure  to  pay  my  respects  by  the  post;  &  inform  you 
that  the  Bills  you  entrusted  to  my  Care  were  forwarded  to  Mr.  James 
Cuming  Merchant  in  L'Orieot,  first  Bills  by  Ship  Ann,  Capt.  Josiah,  2nd 
by  Brig.  Active,  and  3d  by  Ship  Shilaly,  Capt.  Holmes,  exclusive  of  the. 
Goods  ordered  by  you  for  family's  use.  I  ordered  him  to  ship  the  over- 
plus in  Bohea  &  Laval  Linnena,  but  some  arrivals  having  lately  made  Tea 
very  plenty  &  cheap,  I  bave  this  day  desired  my  friend  to  ship  you  and 
me  a  larger  quantity  of  Laval  Linnens,  Some  China,  some  Steel  and 
some  pieces  Nankeens  if  to  be  procured,  I  suppose  the  Goods  or  some 
part  of  them  will  be  out  early  in  the  Spring,  any  further  directions  you 
may  please  to  send  respecting  tbem,  shall  be  punctually  complied  with. 
I  have  had  one  small  arrival  from  Amsterdam  and  one  from  L'Orient. 
Please  to  make  my  best  respects  to  your  good  family  and  believe  me  with 
Esteem  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  Obedt  Servt, 

CoE MELIUS  Eay. 

P.  S.  You  may  get  Insurance  made  it  25  or  30  pr  Ct, 
Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esc[.,  Albany. 

The  late  war,  which  brought  about  our  teparation  from  Great  Britain, 
threw  our  commercial  affairs  in  great  confusion  Through  want  of  power 
in  the  old  congress  to  collect  a  revenue  for  the  discharge  of  our  foreign 
and  domestic  debt,  our  credit  waa  destroyed,  and  trade  greatly  embar- 
rassed. Before  the  revolution  Great  Britain  claimed  an  exclusive  right 
to  the  trade  of  her  American  colonies  The  importation  of  dry  gooda, 
alone,  from  that  country  was  so  great  that  our  merchants  were  drained  of 
gold  and  silver  by  the  British. 
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Cornelius  Say  to  PhUi^  Yaii  Rrnisselasf. 
Dear  Sir:  Philadelphia,  May  15,  1781. 

I  did  myself  the  pleasure  to  write  you  last  week  by  Col.  Liyingston,  and 
now  am  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  Ship  Ann,  Capt,  Josiah,  from 
L'Ortent,  bat  through  inattention  of  the  Capt.  or  carelessness  in  the 
Merchant,  not  one  single  Letter  is  eome. 

Yesterday  I  went  and  looked  over  the  freight  list,  and  find  three  Chests 
of  Tea  with  your  Mark  &  addressed  to  me,  which  I  make  no  doubt  are 
yours,  as  such  shall  receive  them,  pay  the  freight  and  leave  them  for  your 
further  Orders.  But,  I  am  sorry,  very  Sorry  to  acquaint  you  that  there 
are  great  Grounds  to  believe  the  Ship  Luzerne,  Capt.  Bell  ia  taken,  she 
sailed  in  Company  with  the  other  ship,  who  saw  her  strike  her  colors  to 
something,  whether  friend  or  Unemj,  Capt.  Josiah  could  not  tel!  T  think 
there  is  seareely  a  doubt  from  my  last  Letters,  that  both  you  and  myself 
have  very  considerable  in  her  and  I  am  afraid  that  all  the  Goods  for  your 
family's  use  were  put  on  board  her,  though  I  positively  ordered  Mr. 
Cuming  to  divide  them  in  the  two  Vessels.  We  raustsuspend  our  Judg- 
ment wntill  some  other  Vessel  arrives  from  that  place,  which  may  be 
shortly,  when  I  shall  forward  your  Letters.  I  must  refer  you  for  out 
present  Situation  and  News  to  my  Uncles  Letters. 

With  great  Regard  &  Esteem  I  am  your  Sincere  friend,  &e., 

Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany.  *^'^'"*^-  ^'^^- 

R,  Pi'othmgliain  to  PliMp  Vatn,  Rensselaer. 

Sir  :  New  York  4th  June,  1781. 

Agreeable  t<)  General  Knox's  Order  I  send  you  ;  six  doz"  of  port-flres, 

fifty  pounds  slow  match,  one  hundred  and  fifty  Tubes  for  9  pounders ;  it 

ia  requested  you  will  forward  them  the  soonest  possible  to  Fort  Schuyler. 

i  am  your  Hum.  Servant. 

Tifi-    Tf     r.         I        m  Rica"'  Peothingham,  L.  C™'. 

Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  ' 

In  January,  1781,  Brant  was  again  upon  the  war  path  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Fort  Schuyler.  The  provisions  were  scarce  and  if  supplies  were 
not  speedily  obtained  the  post  would  have  to  be  abandoned.  On  May  12th 
the  old  Fort  Schuyler  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  flood,  and  was  never  re- 
built. 

CornMvas  Ray  to  PhiMp   Yarn  Rensaelaef. 
Dear  Sir  :  Philadelphia,  June  17,  1781. 

Enclosed  you  have  Acct  Sales  of  your  three  Chests  of  Tea.  I  got  6d : 
per  pound  more  for  the  last  chest  than  any  have  been  sold.  You  have 
also  enclosed  your  Acct :  as  far  as  my  present  settlement  will  admit.  I 
could  not  procure  any  more  Bills  and  have  lefl  a  Baliance  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Wm.  Pollard,  as  you  will  see  by  your  Account  for  your  further 
direction.  No  more  of  your  Goods  have  yet  arrived.  I  desired  Mr, 
Cuming  in  my  last  letter,  that  if  he  had  shipped  what  was  ordered  for 
your  family's  use  in  Capt.  Bell  to  renev)  the  Shipment ;  hope  this  order 
will  be  agreeable.  The  3d  and  4th  Bills  I  have  left  in  the  hands  of  our 
friend  W.  P. —  I  now  embark,  and  of  course  have  much  to  do.  Make 
my  best  regards  to  your  family.  I  most  sincerely  wish  you  and  them 
every  happiness.  I  am,  Your  Sincere  friend. 

PhiJip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  *^'^^"^-  ^*^- 
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"  Major  G-eneral  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  fifth  patroon  of 
Albany,  born  November  1,  1764,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in 
1732,  was  left  an  orphan  by  the  decease  of  his  father,  at  a  very  early  age, 
and  of  course  came  into  the  full  poaaeaaion  of  his  princely  estate  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  That  event  was  celebrated  by  hia  friends,  and  the  tenantry 
of  Kensselaerawyck,  by  great  rejoicings,  the  roaating  of  osen,  killing  of 
failings,  and  all  the  demonstrations  of  joy  incident  to  feudaJ  times.  The 
following  anecdote  will  serve  to  show  the  patriotism  of  the  patroon  ;  When 
the  troops  under  Gen,  Gates  were  opposing  Burgoyne  near  Saratoga.  Gen. 
Ten  Broeok,  who  was  the  guardian  of  the  patroon,  then  in  his  minority, 
visited  some  of  his  nephew's  tenants  near  the  Helderberg,and  requested 
them  to  take  all  the  provisions  and  grain  they  could  spare  (reserving  a 
bare  competency  for  their  families)  to  the  American  army.  Several  emp- 
tied their  granaries,  pork  barrels,  cattle-stalls,  and  pig-sties,  and  delivered 
their  effects  to  the  commissary  department  at  Saratoga,  not  especting  any 
usual  reward  for  so  doing.  Some  time  after,  to  their  surprise,  the  young 
patroon  invited  those  tenants  to  Albany  and  presented  them  with  valid 
titles  to  their  lamds.  Such  was  one  of  the  many  acts  of  that  good  man, 
distinguished  through  life  for  hia  generosity  and  benevolence.  The  first 
wife  of  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  was  Margaret,  daughter  of  Gen- 
eral Philip  Schuyler,  who  when  a  young  girl  rescued  (at  the  time  of  an  at- 
tack on  the  Schuyler  mansion)  her  younger  sister,  afterwards  wife  of  Major 
James  Cochran  of  Oswego.  This  intrepid  girl  rushed  down  two  flights 
of  stairs,  snatched  the  still  sleeping  infant  from  the  cradle,  and  bore  it  off 
safely,  juat  as  a  sharp  tomahawk  was  hurled  at  her  as  she  fled  from  the 
room ;  it alightly  injured  her  dress,  within  a  few  inches  of  the  infant's  head." 
A  great  deal  of  trouble  was  created  for  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  revolntionary  war  by  a  noted  tory,  who,  maugre  every 
attempt  to  ensnare  him,  was  continually  lurking  about  the  city  of  Albany 
in  the  capacity  of  a  spy.  He  really  appeared  to  possess  the  powers  of 
ubiquity;  but  wherever  sought  was  never  found.  One  time,  when  hotly 
pressed,  he  crawled  under  the  old  market  in  North  Market  street  (Broad- 
way). Upon  another  occasion,  being  fired  at  by  Ms  pursuers,  in  a  dark 
night,  when  paddling  from  them  in  a  canoe,  he  threw  himself  into  the  river, 
as  if  mortally  wounded,  and  escaped  by  pushing  his  boat  before  him  dowa 
the  favoring  current.  Another  "  historic  relic  for  the  lover  of  battle  fields," 
was  a  scene  also  laid  in  Albany,  when  every  means  were  resorted  to  by  the 
royalists  to  dampen  the  revolutionary  ardor  of  their  adversaries.  They 
naturally  supposed  nothing  would  have  a  greater  tendency  to  expedite  the 
desirable  end,  than  to  secure  the  persons  of  the  moat  influential  rebels 
and  by  '  carrying  them  off  ta  Canada,  there  to  hold  them  for  the  purpose 
of  exchange,'  they  would  have  accomplished  a  brilliant  achievement  for 
the beneflt  of  their  party.  Accordingly  an  immense  reward  was  offered 
for  the  capture  of  snch,  and  several  parlies  of  hostile  Indians  and  expa- 
triated tories  eagerly  set  out  from  Canada  with  the  hope  of  enriohing  them- 
selves by  seizing  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Albany  in  August,  1781. 
Col.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  one  of  that  committee  and  also  the  oommis- 
sary  of  military  stores,  having  received  an  intimation  of  the  design,  warned 
the  other  members  and  mov^d  his  own  family  from  his  seat  at  Cherry 
Hill  to  the  city.  The  bold  attempt  was  made  on  Col.  Gansevoort.  Gen. 
Schuyler,  who  was  another  one  of  the  committee,  thinking  that  the  vicin- 
ity of  his  residence  to  the  city  would  insure  its  protection,  did  not  deem 
emove.     The  fancied  security  was,  however,  of  little  avail. 
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One  of  the  parties  alluded  to,  in  the  character  of  friend,  gained  admission 
into  the  kitchen ;  when  the  manner  and  pressing  desire  forthwith  to  see 
the  general,  excited  the  suspioions  of  a  domeatio.  She,  with  adtoirable 
presence  of  mind,  directed  them  to  a  wrong  room  for  the  object  of  their 
search,  and  then  ran  to  the  right  one  to  inform  him  of  his  jeopardy.  Dart- 
ing through  a  secret  slide  in  the  wainscot  work,  the  general  gained  an 
Upper  room  and  fastened  himself  in.  The  firing  of  hia  guns  of  dietress, 
brought  the  citizens  quickly  to  his  rescue. 

Oopn  of  a  Bgtw^  Delwered  to  Mo^or  Genl.  Lord  Sterling. 
24th  October  1781,  ofsmall  Arms  &coQhandat  Albany:  Eepaired  Arms 
203;  do,  repairable  2445;  do  irrepairable  1225;  repaired  Bayoneta 
303;  do  repairable  581;  do  irrepairable  83i;  W  of  powder  500,  w*  of 
Musket  Ball  400;  Flints  3000;  Tubes  616;  French  Spungea  for  4 
pounders  13  ;  w'  of  Slow  Match  87  ;  Morter  Beds  1 ;  British  Bagage  Wag- 
gons 25;  Iron  6p^  Cannon  mounted  3;  do  not  Mounted  2;  4  pii  do  not 
Mounted  2  ;  Pistols  irrepairable  17  ;  Rheama  of  Musket  Gar  :  paper  4  ;  Can- 
non do6;  poundsof  thread  15;  doTwine40;  Bayonet Soabbarda  &  Bells 
191;  Portfirea  66;  Musket  Cartridges  9S00. 

"The  youngest  daughter  of  Lord  Stirling  married  Colonel  William 
Duer  and  became  the  mother  of  William  A.  Duer  of  New  York."  In 
the  summer  of  17S1  Lord  Stirling  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  the 
Northern  army,  and  he  made  hie  head-quarters  at  Albany.  Quite  a  large 
British  force  was  at  Ticonderoga  and  vicinity,  under  St  Leger  (who  was 
repulsed  at  Fort  Stanwis  in  1777)  and  much  alarm  prevailed  above  the 
Highlanda  as  an  invasion  was  expected.  "  The  vigorous  and  effective 
preparations  made  by  Lord  Stirling  intimidated  St.  Leger  and  he  returned 
to  Canada." 

State  of  New  York  to  John  F,  Pruyn  Dr. 

To  ray  Service  as  Clark  to  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq,  the  Store  keeper 
of  the  Public  Militia  Stores,  from  the  14th  June  1777  to  the  1st.  No- 
vember 1781  is  4year3,  9  months  &  16  days  :  4s.  pr  day     £  356  :  0  :  0 
Interest  for  9  years  at  6  p=> 192  :  4  :  6 

£  548  :  4  : 6 

I  do  hereby  Certify  that  the  Above  Service  has  been  performed  under 
mj  Diraation.  p  ^^^  H„s„iij„. 

Killian  K.,  the  youngest  son  of  Col.  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Ariaantie  Schuyler,  was  born  in  1763.  We  have  before  us  some  of  his  col- 
lege tetters. 

Ki^Uam,  K.  Van,  Benstelasr  to  Got.  PAi'Kp  Van  Sensselaer. 

Yale,  June  15th,  1782. 

"  This  my  dear  Brother  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Lee,  an  honest 
Man  and  a  very  obliging  one.  No  conveyance  offering  X  have  not  written 
you  a  letter  aiuoe  MmU  left  us,  tho'  the  Post  rides  Weekly.  I  thought 
proper  not  to  trouble  you  before  this.  Notwithstanding  I  was  very 
desirous  to  inform  you  that  my  health  has  been  much  impaired  of  late. 
Let  not  this  alarm  you  in  the  least,  for  I  am  recovering  fast,  five  students 
belonging  to  this  Society  have  died  within  twenty-flve  days.  One  by  a 
fall  off  a  Barn  and  the  other  four  by  sickness,  these  four  were  no  less 
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remarkable  for  their  Scholarship,  and  an  early  display  of  morality,  ten- 
derness of  heart  and  social  virtues,  than  for  natural  beauties.  Manly  for- 
titude, Wit  &  Vivacity,  It  is  Scarcely  in  the  power  of  human  imagination 
to  paint  a  Scene  more  truly  moving  than  that  of  a  fellow  Student  witness- 
ing their  departure  from  this  World,  who  to  no  purpose  are  struggling 
before  bis  Eyes,  for  that  relief  which  he  cannot  give.  A  person  baa 
enough  to  do  in  performing  the  hard  tho'  necessary  task  of  a  College  life 
without  any  impediment  from  its  gross  Companion  the  Body  but  when 
this  is  also  affected,  that  can  have  little  or  no  pleasure  from  even  the 
moat  agreeable  delights.  My  situation  for  these  five  Months  past  has  been 
very  agreeable,  and  happy  would  I  be,  could  I  boast  of  it  at  present.  My 
Disorder  has  arisen  from  a  sedantry  life,  the  Doctor  tells  me  and  therefore 
at  present  hut  little  time  I  appropriate  to  Setting  twenty  hours  a  day  is 
spent  in  riding,  Walking  &  Sleeping,  the  other  four  I  attempt  Daily  to 
spend  in  performing  College  exercises,  My  diet  is  Milk  and  Bread  and 
you  may  judge  what  it  brings  me  to,  for  you  have  experienced  it  about 
two  jearB  ago.  Phil  &  Dick  are  well  and  mind  their  Studies  much  better 
then  I  espeoted.  Last  Thursday  Mr,  Harry  Nicoll  was  brought  in  this 
Town  a  prisoner  off  long-Islaad  he  will  leave  this  place  in  the  evening 
for  home,  us  he  has  already  effected  an  eschange.  He  desires  to  be 
remember'd  to  Col.  Hamilton  and  Col.  Troop,  if  they  are  with  you,  the 
latter  was  a  Classmate  of  hie'n  in  York  College.  He  would  have  written 
them  each  a  letter  if  time  would  have  admitted.  What  objectione  would 
jou  make  in  my  going  to  Cambridge  in  July  to  see  my  two  Cousins  take 
their  Degree?  Stephen  writes  me  he  espects  I'll  come.  I  have  written 
him  an  answer  back  I  should  willingly  come  provided  time  would  admit 
me,  he  has  written  me  again  by  yesterday's  Post,  that  he  would  freely 
bare  my  expense  provided  I  would  come,  his  generositj  to  which  I  am  no 
stranger  too  is  beyond  what  I  could  expect.  If  I  do  sacrifice  some  time 
now  in  seeing  him  take  his  leave  (off  the  scat  of  the  Musea)Harverd 
College,  it  might  be  a  malter  that  would  effect  me  hereafter  greatly  & 
no  less  at  present  for  a  ride  my  Doctor  tells  me  I  must  take  whether  to 
Cambridge  with  Jack  when  he  returns,  or  home  is  what  you  must  deter- 
mine. Commencement  at  Cambridge  is  the  12th  of  July.  Ishall  expect 
you  will  write  me  by  nest  Saturday's  post  &  inform  me  how  my  friends 
do  for  I  have  not  hoard  from  Albany  once  since  last  January.     Adieu 

^n^'V^f'r    V  "^y ''"'*^-       , ,,  EiLLtAN  E.  Van  Eensski^aeb. 

Col.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer  Albany. 

Killian  K.  VanEensselaerwaseducatedforthe  legal  profession,  in  which 
he  for  many  years  held  a  high  rank  in  Albany,  He  served  for  several 
years  in  the  city  councils,  and  about  ISOO  he  represented  his  district  in 
Congress  five  successive  terms  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
married  Margaretta,  daughter  of  John  Sanders  of  Scotia,  and  died  June 
18,  1845,  at  the  age  of  82,  leaving  four  sons,  two  of  whom  still  survive. 

P.  Van  Benuda&f  to  Gol.  Marinus  WUlet. 
Sir,  Albany,  19th  July,  1783. 

I  am  this  hour  honoured  with  your  favor  of  the  17th  Inst :  on  Receipt 
thereof  I  made  application  to  Col,  Reed  for  an  order  on  the  Quarter  Master 
for  waggoners  to  forward  to  jou  all  the  fixed  ammunition  in  my  possession, 
which  will  be  about  tweoty  thousand  Cartridges,  Cartridge  Boxes  I  have 
not  in   my  power  at  present  to  send,     iSut  expect  twenty-four  hundred 
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from  fish  Kill  wbieb  have  been  ordered  bj  his  Escellenej  to  this  plaos 
for  youi  Regfc.  on  the  Arrival  of  them  bo  time  will  be  loat  in  forwarding 
Ihem  to  ,00,  b.  Dear  Sir,         ^^^^  ^^^  o^^j.^__,  ^^^   g^„j 

M.ri.«.  Willett,  B.,,.  Col.  «om.  '"■ ''"  Ke™s.i.a«,.. 

No  5069,  I  certify,  that  there  is  due  from  the  United  States  to  Arent 
W.  Slingerlandt  the  Sum  of  Six  dollars  and  a  Quarter,  Via  :  For  Ten 
Loads  of  Wood  at  five  Shillings  pr  Load,  S6|,  Which  Sum  of  SiK  Dollars 
and  a  Quarter  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Arent  W.  SUngerlandt  or  Order, 
in  Specie,  or  other  current  Money  equivalent,  by  the  Tenth  Day  of  Octo- 
ber next;  and  if  not  then  paid,  the  same  shall  afterwards  bear  an  Interest 
of  Six  per  Cent  per  Annum,  until  paid. 

Witness  my  Hand,  this  Twenty  Seventh  Day  of  September,  A.D.,  1782. 

Countersigned  In  behalf  of  the  Public  )        Tim.  PickeeinO, 

Nicholas  Quackenbush,  D.  Lett,        j        Quarter  Master  General. 

Colonel  Timothy  Pickering  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  war.  In  1780 
he  succeeded  General  Green  as  quarter  master  general.  In  1791  he  was 
appointed  post  master  general  by  Gen.  Washington,  which  office  he  held 
nearly  four  years,  when  on  the  resignation  of  Genera!  Knox,  he  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  war.  In  1796  Washington  made  him  his  secretary 
of  state,  which  position  he  held  until  1800,  when  he  was  removed  by 
President  Adams  on  political  groands.  He  was  a  United  States  senator 
in  1803  and  again  in  1805,  and  in  1814  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
United  States  house  of  representatives.     He  died  in  Salem,  Jan.  ^9, 1829." 

Willi'wn  Pollard  to  Philip  FfflJt  Bensadaer. 
Dear  Sir  :  Pliilad.,  Mar.  26th,  1783. 

Yoar  Esteemed  Favour  of  the  23^  Feby  is  now  before  me  &  in  conse- 
quence thereof  your  Accounts  shall  be  gone  into  immediately;  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  you  have  another  small  adventure  arrived, 
the  Goods  arrived  from  Baltimore  last  Week  they  consist  of  Buttons  for 
Cloaths  amounting  to  1044  lb  :  9  oe  :  9  dr  &  I  fear  will  be  very  unsaleable, 
but  you  may  depend  I  will  do  with  them  as  I  wou'd  for  myself. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  acquaint  you  that  at  last  we  have  rec*  the 
agreeable  Aeo'*  of  Peace,  a  French  Sloop  of  War  called  the  Triumph  was 
despatched  from  Breast  with  the  News  of  the  Preliminaries  of  Peace  being 
signed  the  20^''  Jans'  by  all  the  contending  Parties,  she  was  sent  to  Count 
D'JSstaing  at  Cadiz  to  stop  the  sailing  of  the  Combined  Fleets,  &  he  has 
thought  proper  to  send  her  out  here  to  inform  the  French  Minister 
thereof,  &  said  Minister  &  Congress  have  Letters  confirming  the  same 
from  the  Marquis ' La  Fayette,  but  we  have  no  Official  Accounts  from 
France,  but  we  apprehend  there  cannot  be  a  possibility  of  a  Doubt,  re- 
specting the  Matter.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  News  Papers  for  the 
Heads  of  the  Terms,  we  are  in  hourly  expectations  of  a  Confirmation 
either  from  France  or  England.  I  am  with  great  Respect. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obed'  8erv'. 

Mr.  Philip  Van  Eensselaer.  ^^-    I'o^^'^«^- 

A  provisional  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  January  20,  1783,  and  "  after 
protracted  negotiations "  the  articles  were  ratified  by  a  definitive  treaty 
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!,  1783.  "  This  peace  was  negotiated  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  by  John  Adama,  John  Jay,  and  Beojamin  Franklin,  Esquires. 
The  independence  of  the  United  States  was  then  acknowledged  hy  all  the 
foreign  dominie  ds." 

6ten.  ffansevoort  to  Philip  Van  Rensselaer. 
Sir :  Albany  12th  April,  1T83. 

Please  deliver  Lieut.  Ford  four  hundred  Weight  of  Powder  for  the  use 
of  firing  Cannon  on  the  day  the  Proclamation  of  Peace  shall  be  announoed 
and  proclaimed.     Guns  and  Cartridge  Paper. 

Peter  Gansevooet  B.  G-enl. 
To  Mr.  PhiUp  Yan  Rensselaer,  Store  Keeper. 

On  April  ISth,  the  commander-in-chief  thus  addressed  the  army  on 
the  cessation  of  hostilities;  "  The  commander-in-chief  orders  the  cessation 
of  hostilities,  between  the  United  States  of  Amerjea  and  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  to  be  publicly  proclaimed  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  the  New 
Building ;  and  that  the  proclamation  which  will  be  communicated  here- 
with, be  read  to-movrow  evening,  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  and 
corps  of  the  armyj  after  which,  the  chaplains,  with  the  several  brigades, 
will  render  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  all  his  mercies,  particularly  for 
his  overruling  the  wrath  of  man,  to  his  own  glory,  and  causing  the  rage 
of  war  to  cease  among  the  nations," 

"  On  the  completion  of  eight  years  fr  m  the  mem  rable  battle  of  I  ex- 
ington,  the  proclamation  of  the  congress  tor  a  cessat  n  ot  h  at  I  t  e^  was 
published  at  the  door  of  the  public  bu  Id  „  foil  wed  by  th  ee  huzzas; 
after  which,  a  prayer  was  offered  to  the  Aim  ghty  R  iler  ot  the  world  and 
an  anthem  was  performed  by  voices  and  nst  uments  Th  ugl  t  e  pro- 
clamation extends  only  to  the  prohib  t  on  of  host  1 1  es  and  not  to  the 
annunciation  of  a  general  peace,  it  gives  s  ncere  satisfac   on 

Philip  Van  RemmlafA'  to  Ttmotly  Pi  Ken  tg 
Sir:  Albany,  13tli  October,  1783. 

An  Account  was  handed  to  me  this  day  By  a  Gentleman  of  your  family 
of  £25  ;  11.  Being  for  One  Anchor  and  one  Coil  of  Rigging  delivered 
to  me  in  May  last.  Soon  after  I  had  received  the  articles  I  requested 
Major  Quackenboss  to  Settle  for  the  Same,  as  he  had  Taken  my  Sloop  in 
the  fall  of  1781  to  go  With  Troops  to  the  Highlands,  and  Lost  my  Anchor 
and  part  of  a  new  Cable  for  which  I  have  had  his  promise  to  return  me 
again.  But  could  never  accomplish  it  for  he  stood  in  need  of  them.  I 
have  not  received  any  pay  for  the  Service  of  the  Sloop,  and  wish  that  the 
Account  may  be  charged  to  Major  Quackenboss  as  part  of  payment  to  me 
for  the  use  of  the  Sloop  and  Loss  of  my  Anchor  and  Gable, 
With  respect  and  Esteem  I  am  Sir, 

your  Most  Obedt.  Humble  Servt. 

Philip  Van  RENSSEtAER. 
The  Honble.  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq,,  Q.  Master  General,  Eishkill. 

Many  of  the  troops  had  gone  home  on  furlough  and  this  year  General 
Washington,  having  leisure,  proceeded  up  the  Hudson  with  Governor 
G-eorge  Clinton  to  visit  the  principal  fields  of  military  operations  at  the 
north.     He  passed  over  the  battle  ground  at  Stillwater,  with  Geuerals 
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Setujler  and  QaDsevoort,  and  extended  hia  journey  as  far  northward  as 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  westward  to  Fort  Schuyler  (now  EoBie) 
on  the  Mohawk,  being  absent  nineteen  days. 

PMlip  Van  Eenaaelaer  to  Cornelius  Eny. 
Dear  8ir;  New  York,  15  November,  1783. 

Misfortune  seems  to  attend  us  that  we  may  not  have  the  pleasure  of 
Meeting  and  spending  a  few  days  with  each  other.  I  have  now  been 
here  14  Days,  in  hopes  to  see  you  every  day  to  return,  but  to  my  great 
Disappointment,  will  not  have  that  pleasure.  And  for  the  want  of  your 
Good  Advioe  and  assistance  I  have  Lost  Considerable  by  it ;  the  articles 
whioh  I  wanted  to  purchase  have  risen  dayjy  since  I  came  to  this  place. 
I  have  purchased  this  day  of  Mr.  Governeur  40  Hhds  ;  Rum  and  some 
Dry  Goods ;  but  he  cannot  deliver  me  more  than  30  Hhds  :  the  re- 
mainder which  he  has  is  Spirits  in  which  he  informs  me  you  are  Con- 
cerned in,  and  cannot  Deliver  me  until  you  return.  Which  you  will 
please  to  Consider,  and  if  yon  approve  of  it  you  will  please  to  send  me 
10  Hhds  :  and  a  Box  of  your  fine  Sugar,  and  one  Tieroe  of  Rice.  I  have 
Received  of  Mr.  Governeur  to  the  amount  of  £862 :  IB  in  Rum  and£145  : 
11 :  1  in  Dry  Goods,  together  £1008  :  6:  1.  And  of  Mr.  B.  Swarthout 
to  the  amount  of  —  which  I  must  Trouble  you  to  Settle  for  me  as  soon  as 
money  Comes  to  your  hands  Belonging  to  me,  and  Take  receipts  for  the 
same,  which  you  wil!  please  to  transmit  to  me.  Inclosed  you  have  an 
order  on  Mr.  Jacob  Cujier,  and  he  is  expected  to  pay  jou  the  Sum  of 
£31:  14:  5  in  New  York  Currency.  And  an  order  on  Mr.  William 
Pollard  of  Philadelphia,  to  pay  to  you  or  your  order  the  Sum  of  £513  : 
16 :  11 J  Penn.  Currency.  And  I  have  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Martin,  At- 
torney at  Law  at  Boston  a  Considerable  Sum  which  will  in  my  opinion 
amount  to  about  £820,  or  more  whioh  I  have  requested  him  to  remit  to 
you  as  Soon  as  possible.  Which  when  received  you  will  first  pay  Mr. 
Swarthout  the  Sumof£— ;and  Mr.  Governeur  £1008;  6:  1  and  the 
remainder  you  will  please  to  pay  yourself  with  for  such  articles  as  you 
may  send  me.  And  should  you  not  send  me  any,  you  will  please  to  keep 
the  money  in  your  hands  until  my  further  orders.  I  have  a  Quantity  of 
Barr  Iron  at  Claverack  Landing  and  will  have  fifteen  or  twenty  Tons  by 
next  Spring.  If  you  will  send  good  India  Rum  at  the  New  York  price 
and  allow  me  the  price  for  the  Iron  as  it  Sells  when  delivered,  you  will 
please  to  send  it  by  the  Bearer  Leonard  Van  Buren,  and  you  will  greatly 
oblige  Dear  Sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  Humble  Servt. 

,,     /I       ,.      „       M      ,,    ,  P.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Ray,  New  York. 

"  New  York  city  at  this  time  was  esteemed  the  most  eligible  situation 
for  commerce  in  the  United  States.  It  has  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  a 
abort  and  easy  access  to  the  oeean,  and  with  respect  to  foreign  markets, 
has  decidedly  the  preference  to  any  of  the  states.  The  exports  to  the 
West  Indies  are  constantly  going  on  quite  largely." 

Ibis  certificate  issued  from  the  treasury  ; 

I  Do  Hereby  Certify,  That  Daniel  Jones  Capt.,  or  his  Assigns,  are  en- 
titled to  receive  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Sum 
of  Twenty-five  pounds  two  shilling  &  four  pence  Current  Lawful  Money 
of  the  said  State,  with  Interest  at  Five  percent  per  Annum,  from  the 
twentieth  Day  of  December  One  thousand  seven   hundred  and  eighty, 
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pursuant  to  the  Direction  of  a  Law  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  Settlement  of 
the  Pay  of  the  Levies  and  Militia,  for  their  Services  iu  the  late  War  ;  and 
for  other  Purposes  therein  mentioned"  passed  the  27th  Day  of  April,  17S4. 
£25,  2.  4.  Gerard  Banckek,  Treasurer. 

During  the  war,  vast  sums  of  paper  currency  had  been  emitted  hy 
congress,  and  large  quantities  of  specie  had  been  introduced,  towards 
the  olose  of  the  war,  fay  the  French  army  and  the  Spanish  trade.  This 
plenty  of  money  enabled  the  states  to  comply  with  the  first  requisitions  of 
congress;  so  that  during  two  or  three  years,  the  federal  treasury  was  in 
some  measure  supplied.  But  when  the  danger  of  war  had  oeaeed,  and 
the  vaat  importations  of  foreign  goods  had  lessened  the  quantity  of  circu- 
lating specie,  the  of&cers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  army,  and  those  who 
furnished  supplies  for  public  exigencies,  were  obliged  to  receive  for 
wages  certificates  or  promissory  notes,  which  passed  at  a  fifth  or  even  a 
tenth  of  their  nominal  value. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  Mr.  Abraham  &.  Lansingh  has  due  to  him  from 
the  United  States  the  Sum  of  Ninety-Bight  pounds,  Sixteen  Shillings  in 
November  1777  and  in  Peby.  1779,  and  the  Sum  of  One  Thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty  Dollars,  in  Transporting  Military  Stores  from  Spring- 
field to  this  place  for  publio  use  in  June  1777. 

P.  Van  Rensselaer,  Public 


This  is  to  Certify  that  Oasparus  Pruya  has  due  to  him  from  the 
United  SUtes  the  Sum  of  Sevonty-One  pounds  four  Shillings,  Specie  for 
work  done  for  the  use  of  the  In  dians,  by  the  request  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Indians  to  me  in  1779-1780. 

Albany  20th,  Sept.  1784.         ^-  ^^"  Rensselaer,  Public  Storekeeper. 

A  Wedding  lm>UaUim  90  ^eara  ago — JeHea  Fonfla,  to  John  Banders. 
Sir,  Schenectady,  4th  Nov  1785. 

I  should  Be  Glad  of  your  Company  as  also  of  Mrs.  Sanders,  your  Mother 
and  Sister  Pedgge  for  to  See  my  Daughter  Pedgge  married  Nest  Tuesday 
at  12  a  Clock,  I  am  yours.  g.^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  g^^j^j^  g^^, 

To  Mr.  John  Sanders,  Scotia.  Jellbs  Fonda. 

When  Sir  John  Johnson  began  a  devastating  march  up  the  Mohawk 
valley,  among  the  many  sufferers  on  October  18,  1780,  was  Major  Jelles 
Fonda,  from  whom  the  present  village  of  Fonda,  near  old  Oaughnawaga, 
derives  its  name.  He  was  absent  from  home  at  the  time,  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  state  legislature,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  then  in  session 
at  Poughkeepsie,  Dutahess  county.  His  mansion  was  at  a  place  called 
the  Nose,  in  the  town  of  Palatine.  His  wife  escaped  under  cover  of  a 
thick  fog,  and  on  foot  made  her  way  to  Schenectady.  The  house  was 
burned,  together  with  property  valued  at  560,000.  The  venerable  old 
David  Fonda  was  killed  and  scalped  by  an  Indian  party  attached  to  the 
expedition,  he  was  cut  in  several  parts  of  his  head  with  a  tomahawk, 
Mr.  Ponda  was  a  citiaeu  of  great  respectability,  eighty  years  of  age,  a  man 
who  Sir  William  Johnson  said,  was  like  a  father  to  him  when  he  settled 
in  Johnstown  and  Kingsborough,  yet  his  son,  Sir  John  Johnson,  waged 
a  cruel  war  against  him  and  his  neighbors,  robbing  them  of  property  and 
slaying  prisoners.     Weddings  in  those  days  were  celebrated  differently 
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from  wtat  they  now  are.  The  law  then  required  the  publiKhing  of  the 
banns  three  successive  times,  in  a  religious  meeting,  before  the  couple  could 
gel  married.  After  the  notice  had  been  onee  read,  the  young  friends 
usually  had  a  dance,  and  after  the  couple  were  united,  they  had  several 
dances.  In  this  jolly  manner  the  festivities  were  continued  for  three  suc- 
cessive days.  It  was  customary  for  tbe  groom,  after  the  ordeal  of  pro- 
posing the  question,  to  make  his  intended  a  present  of  some  kind,  usually 
a  pair  of  silver  shoe  buckles,  sleeve  buttons,  or  snuff-bos.  The  ill-bred 
custom,  of  celebrating  weddings  in  the  streets,  usually  termed  hnming,  is 
still  sometimes  continued. 

There  is  an  amusing  account  of  a  novel  marriage  of  these  early  times 
well  worthy  of  preservation,  when  clergymen  were  not  so  very  plenty  as 
they  now  are.  A  young  Dutch  swain  and  his  Dulcinea  were  ansiou'^ly 
awaiting  the  happy  day  which  was  to  see  them  united  in  the  silken  bands 
of  matrimony.  They  resided  on  the  north  side  of  Tomlieniok  ereek,  and 
the  minister  who  had  been  engaged  to  tie  the  knot  lived  on  the  south 
side  of  the  same  stream.  As  the  fates  would  have  it  a  severe  storm  arose 
with  heavy  rains  falling  the  night  previous  to  the  nuptial  day,  and  the 
creek  became  fearfully  swollen  which  rendered  it  impassable.  Its  waters 
were  rising,  and  its  current  becoming  more  rapid  every  hour.  The  Dutch 
Reformed  clergyman  arrived  at  tbe  appointed  time  at  a  place  where  he 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  fording  the  creek  ;  but  it  was  as  much  as  his 
life  was  worth  to  attempt  to  cross  it  then.  Here  was  a  dilemma.  He 
turned  his  horse's  head  to  return,  when  he  was  hailed  by  two  voices  oa. 
the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  they  were  those  of  the  groom  and  bride 
who  entreated  him  to  stay.  Aft«r  some  debate,  it  was  agi'eed  that  the 
ceremony  should  proceed;  "Stop  !"  cried  the  domineto  the  anxious  couple, 
"  Stand  vere  you  be,  and  I  will  make  you  man  and  wife."  In  the  meantime 
the  friends  of  the  betrothed  arrived  from  the  bride's  house  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Then  was  presented  a  singular  spectacle,  the  like  whereof  was 
never  seen  before,  and  probably  will  not  be  again.  The  domine  road 
the  marriage  service  on  the  margin  of  the  creek,  while  tbe  parties  stood 
on  the  opposite  side.  After  the  cereraocy  was  over  the  happy  couple 
turned  to  leave.  Here  was  another  dilemma,  which  cast  a  cloud  of  deep 
ansiety  over  the  tranquil  features  of  the  good  old  man.  "  Stop,  den,  my 
young  friends,  von  moment,  if  you  please.  You  cannot  toss  the  few 
guilders  across  the  creek,  but  you  can  leave  them  at  der  first  house  below. 
Tell  dem  it  is  Domine  Van  Bunschooten's  marriage  fee,  and  I  will  call 
and  get  it."  He  put  these  directions  in  pure  Dutch  then  mounted 
his  horse  and  proceeded  homewards,  and  the  married  couple  did 
the  same.  This  is  only  one  instance  of  the  peculiar  trials  the  inhabitants 
had  to  contend  with,  but  there  are  many  others  showing  the  exciting 
occurrences  that  engrossed  their  attention,  and  the  nature  of  the  enjoy- 
ments they  found  amid  so  many  privations.  And  yet,  with  all  their  hard- 
ships, they  prospered;  their  wants  were  few,  and  their  pleasures  were 
keenly  enjoyed.  There  were  but  few  families,  living  quite  distant  from 
each  other,  a  visit  was  enjoyed  to  the  utmost  and  there  was  no  fear  of 
criticism,  gossip  or  backbiting  to  mar  the  full  flow  of  friendliness.  Modern 
fashionable  calls  and  tea-parties,  from  the  very  hollowffeas  of  the  preten- 
sions made,  suffer  much  in  comparison  with  the  noble  friendship  di 
amid  untold  trials.  The  inhabitants,  however,  generally  were  < 
with  physical  health,  strength,  and  activity,  and  also  were  engaged 
busy  scenes  of  general  uaefnlaess. 
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Dandng  AsgemUy. 

Albany,  179J, 
The  Honor  of  Miss  H.  Tan  Rensselaer's  Company  is  requested  for  the 

Stn.  V.  Eensselaer,  ■)  f  Dudley  Walsh, 

Jamos  Pairlie,  V         Managei^.  ■]  G.  W.  Maooius, 

Sanders  Lansing,      )  (^John  V.  Henry, 

As  regards  the  customs  of  our  ancestral  patriarchy,  their  hahits  and 
modes  of  enjoying  themselves,  and  how  they  differ  from  the  present  time, 
is  always  entertaining  and  affords  rare  amusement ;  while  it  may  even  now 
be  haBardous  to  dissent,  we  will  highly  appreciate  the  transition  from  the 
habits  and  customs  of  those  days  to  the  modern  age.  Every  thing  was 
conducted  on  a  scale  of  economy  and  comfort,  lusury  and  ostentation 
were  then  in  their  cradle  ;  the  former  had  not  yet  "  poured  out  her  glit- 
tering stores."  As  population  multiplied,  and  demands  of  a  social  nature 
increased,  parties  of  pleasure  sweetened  the  days  of  toil.  An  afternoon's 
visit,  perhaps  a  bee  of  some  nature,  the  quilting  bees,  apple-paring 
bees,  spinning  bees,  wool  picking,  were  all  occasions  of  rare  fun.  It 
may  be  a  husking  is  planned,  to  which  the  young  ladies  for  many  miles 
are  invited,  the  young  men  in  the  evening  coming  in  on  horseback  to  spend 
the  remaining  festive  hours,  bringing  a  violinist  with  the  party.  After 
the  work,  to  bark  corn,  was  accomplished,  the  gay  dance  and  warm  supper 
would  be  the  sequel  to  the  pleasant  gathering.  In  earlier  days,  at  certain 
times,  Albany  would  present  the  gayety  of  a  colonial  court.  Balls,  parties 
and  simple  amusements  of  every  kind  then  known,  were  interspersed  with 
the  proceedings  of  grave  conferences  with  stately  savages.  At  these  as- 
semblies for  dancing  they  eame  and  retired  early,  for  in  those  days  all  were 
required  to  keep  seasonable  hours. 

Washington  divided  his  time  into  the  four  grand  departments  of  sleep, 
devotion,  recreation  and  business.  On  the  hours  of  business,  whether  in 
his  own  or  his  country's  service,  he  would  allow  nothing  to  infrine;e. 
While  in  camp  no  company  however  illustrious,  no  pleasures  however  ele- 
gant, no  conversation  however  agreeable,  could  prevail  on  bim  to  neglect 
his  business.  The  moment  that  his  hour  of  duty  was  come,  he  would  fill 
his  glass  and  with  a  smile  call  out  to  his  iriends  around  the  social  board ; 
'  Well  gentlemen  here  is  hon  repo&'  and  immediately  withdraw  to  business. 
Bon  repos  is  a  French  cant  for  good  night.  Washington  drank  it  as  a 
signal  to  break  up;  for  the  moment  the  company  had  swallowed  the  gen- 
eral's bon  repos,  it  was  hats  and  off.  General  Wayne  who,  happily  for 
America,  understood  fighting  better  than  French,  had  some  how  or  other 
taken  up  a  notion  that  this  same  bon  repos  to  whom  Washington  always 
made  such  conscience  of  giving  his  last  bumper,  must  have  been  some 
warrior  of  the  times  of  old.  Having  by  some  extraordinary  luck  gotten 
hold  of  two  or  three  dozen  of  good  old  wine,  he  invited  a  parcel  of  hearty 
fellow  officers  to  dine  with  him  and  help  him  to  break  them  to  the  health 
of  America.  Soon  as  the  cloth  was  removed  and  the  bottles  on  tlie  table, 
the  hero  of  Stony  Point  cried  out :"  Oome  Tny  brave  fellows,  fillyow  glasses, 
her^s  to  oldbon  repoa  for  ever !"  The  officers  were  thunderstruck,  but 
having  turned  off  their  glasses,  rose  up,  one  and  all  to  go.  "  Hey  dey  I 
what's  all  this,  gentlemen,  what's  all  this  ?"  "  Why,  did  not  you  drink  biln 
repos  or  good  night?"  "What!  is  that  the  meaning  of  it?"  "  Yes  Sir," 
''  Well  then  damn  bon  repos,  and  take  your  seats  again,  for  by  the  life  of 
Washington,  you  shan't  stir  a  peg,  till  we  have  started  every  drop  of  oar 
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excellent  driak,  be  seated,  be  seated  gentlemen."  In  a  glass  case  at  tlie 
rooms  of  tlie  Historical  Library  in  Philadelphia,  with  other  relics,  is  this 
identical  silver  wine  cup,  bearing  the  initials  of  j1.  W.  It  was  used  by 
Q-eneral  Wayne  in  the  revolution,  and  presented  to  the  society  by  a  gen- 
tleman of  that  city,  together  with  a  small  brass  camp  kettle,  belonging  to 
the  same  notable  ofE.oer,  both  of  which  had  seen  much  service. 

At  Mrs.  Washington's  levee  the  visitors  were  seated,  then  tea  and 
coffee  were  handed,  with  plain  and  plum  cake.  The  company  was  espeotecl 
to  retire  early.  "  The  general  retires  at  nine,  and  I  usually  precede  him," 
the  lady  would  say.  At  the  presidential  receptions  Washington  wore 
his  hair  powdered  and  gathered  behind  in  a  silk  bag.  His  coat  and 
breeches  were  of  a  plain  black  velvet;  he  wore  a  white  or  pearl  colored 
vest  and  yellow  gloves,  and  had  a  cooked  bat  in  his  hand,  with  silver 
knee  and  shoe  buckles  and  a  long  sword  with  a  finely-wrought  and  glit- 
tering steel  hilt.  The  eoat  was  worn  over  this  and  its  scabbard  of  po- 
lished white  leather.  He  never  shook  hands  at  these  receptions,  even 
with  his  most  intimate  friends,  but  all  his  visitors  were  received  with  a 
dignified  bow,  and  passed  on.  At  Mrs,  Washington's  levees  the  president 
appeared  simply  as  a  private  gentleman,  with  neither  hat  nor  sword,  be 
was  constantly  engaged  in  conversation,  without  restraint  and  most  gene- 
rally with  the  ladies,  adorned  by  all  the  graces  of  true  courtesy.  At 
orte  of  her  ladyship's  Friday  evening  drawing-rooms,  owing  to  the  ex- 
treme iewness  of  the  ceiling,  the  ostrich  feathers  in  the  head-dress  of  s 
most  distinguished  belle  in  New  York  city,  unfortunately  took  fire  froni 
the  chandelier,  to  the  general  confusion  and  alarm.  Major  Jackson,  aid- 
de-camp  to  the  President  Washington,  flew  to  the  rescue,  and,  clapping 
the  burning  plumes  between  his  hands,  extinguished  them.  This  lady, 
who  was  Miss  Mary  MoEvers,  married  Edward  Livingston,  the  minister 
to  Prance.  Mrs.  Washington  as  a  belle  at  the  colonial  court  in  Williams- 
burg, as  a  beautiful  young  widow  (Mrs.  Custia)  reigning  among  the 
chivalrous  Virginians,  as  the  wife  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  presi- 
dent of  the  new  nation,  was  a  general  favorite  and  her  benign  aspect  is 
familiar  to  all.  She  was  accustomed  to  join  Gen.  Washington  in  camp, 
traveling  with  postillions  in  white  and  scarlet  liveries.  Every  thing 
about  her  house  had  an  air  of  simplicity ;  the  table  good,  but  not  osten- 
tatious, and  no  deviation  was  seen  from  regularity  and  domestic  economy. 
She  superintended  the  whole  and  joined  to  the  quahties  of  an  excellent 
housewife  the  simple  dignity  which  ought  to  characterize  a  woman  whose 
husband  has  acted  the  greatest  part  on  the  theatre  of  human  affairs. 

The  subject  of  the  president's  title  had  caused  much  discussion  in 
society.  General  Muhlenberg,  who  had  once  been  an  earnest  clergyman 
but  had  in  1775  espoused  his  country's  cause,  thought  General  Washing- 
ton would  like  the  title  high  mightiness,  used  by  the  stadtbolder  of  Holland. 
The  general,  dining  with  Washington,  observed  on  the  subject :  ''  If  the 
oflace  could  always  be  held  by  men  as  large  as  yourself  or  Wynkoop,  it 
would  be  very  appropriate ;  but  if  by  chance  a  president  as  small  as  my 
opposite  neighbor  were  elected  it  would  be  truly  ridiculous."  He  therefore 
voted  against  any  title.  When  Eev.  Mr.  Muhlenburg  enlisted  bis  regi- 
ment, he  entered  his  pulpit  with  his  sword  and  cockade  and  preached 
his  farewell  sermon. 
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Union  College  Gommittee  to  Hon.  Philip  Seltuyler. 
Sir,  Schenectadj  9th  Januy.  1792. 

fou  haTe  Doubtless  been  iDformed  that  the  Citizens  of  Scheaectady 
have  had  it  in  contemplation  for  a  number  of  jears  to  obtain  a  publiek 
Semenary  of  Learning  in  this  Town.  In  the  year  1780  or  81  proposals 
were  made  on  their  part  to  the  Legislature  then  Setting  at  Eini/ston  to 
Endow  a  College  if  instituted  in  this  place,  with  an  Estate  of  ten  thousand 
Acres  of  Land  and  the  income  of  the  town  Ferrys  Estemated  at  more  then 
1  bO£  pr  Annum  Since  that  period  and  after  the  passing  of  the  uneversity 
Law,  they  have  been  prevented  from  publickly  pursuing  the  object  by 
the  revival  of  an  Ancient  Law  Dispute  which  comprehended  the  proposed 
Estate  and  on  which  hitherto  no  decision  had  been  obtained,  this  however 
baa  not  made  them  Lose  Sight  of  the  business.  A  conviction  that  the 
Distance  of  this  part  of  the  State  with  the  charges  Attending  a  residence 
either  at  Columbia  or  its  neighbouring  Colleges  cannot  but  operate  as  a 
very  great  discouragement  of  moderato  tho'  comfortable  Circumstances  to 
devote  their  Children  to  a  regular  course  of  Education  Leads  them  to 
persevere.  And  if  we  Add  to  these  considerations  the  amazing  increase 
of  population,  the  well  known  Ceutrality  and-  Cheapness  of  board  in  this 
Town  the  Comparatively  few  fashionable  Vices  with  other  advantages 
which  are  obvious  we  flatter  ourselves  every  disinterest  Gentleman  of  be- 
nevolanee  and  Lebirality  within  this  State  will  afford  us  their  friendship 
and  Aid  in  the  persecution.  We  conceive  a  Crises  to  offer  at  present 
favourable  to  our  views  at  Liast  if  we  can  have  the  happiness  of  meeting 
with  the  approbation  and  Countenance  of  the  Legislature.  Dirk  V.  Ingen 
Esqr  of  this  place  with  others  having  obtained  a  Leas  for  the  Term  of 
twenty  one  years  from  the  Oneida  Indians  for  a  Tract  of  Land  Called  ia 
the  treaty  of  1788  the  Residue  of  their  reservation,  has  with  his  Associates 
convayed  by  Leas  15360  Acres  there  of  for  the  purpose  of  founding  and 
Supporting  A  College  in  the  Town  of  Schenectady  reserving  an  Annual 
rent  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Dollars  for  the  benifet  of  said  Indians.  The 
Management  of  this  Estate  is  by  ample  powers  intrusted  into  the  hands  of 
the  Gentlemen  acting  as  Trustees  of  the  Academy  in  this  Town,  these 
Gentlemen  considering  this  fund  as  gradual  in  its  Proceeds  and  temporary 
in  its  Nature  have  determined  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  Law  to 
impower  them  at  their  own  expence  to  purchase  from  the  Indians  their 
reservation  to  this  Donation.  This  petition  supported  by  a  Number  of 
the  most  respectable  Characters  in  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  will  be 
laid  before  the  Legislature  at  an  Early  Stage  of  the  season.  We  cannot 
form  any  doubt  of  its  propriety.  Instead  of  injuring  the  Interests  of  the 
Indians  it  may  be  made  to  render  to  them  the  most  Substantial  advantage, 
the  idea  of  supporting  and  Educating  a  few  of  their  young  Men  has  been 
thrown  out  to  some  of  their  principal  Chiefs  who  appeared  to  be  exceed- 
ingly pleased  and  Expressed  their  Wishes  that  we  might  Succeed  besides 
after  deducting  the  above  Quantity  they  retain  in  their  Eeservation  more 
then  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Acres  to  be  Cultivated  by  about  one 
hundred  families.  And  it  must  be  obvious  that  such  institution  would  be 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  Society  &  the  State.  But  whatever  facts  or 
reasons  may  be  plead  in  behalf  of  the  Subject  we  are  conscious  that  in 
order  to  succeed  we  need  the  interest  and  Aid  of  friends  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. From  my  knowledge  therefore  of  your  candour  and  liberality  I 
take  the  Liberty  humbly  to  request  your  Council  and  Assistance  in  the 
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ieast  as  far  as  you  shall  Oonoeive  Conaistant  and  beg  farther 
to  Suggest  ttat  We  wish  you  to  make  such  use  of  this  Letter  as  you  shall 
think  conducive  to  promote  our  wishes. 

We  are  Sir,  Your  very  Humble  Serv'a, 
Abe"  Oothout. 

Mynd'  S.  Ten  Eyok,     Nicholas  Veedee. 
John  Gtlen,  Cornbltos  N.  Van  Slyck. 

Honorable  Philip  Schuyler,  Esqr.,  Member  of  the  Senate,  Nevf  York. 

Philip  Van  Sermdaer  to  Oov.  Oeorge  Ciintoa. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany  1  Feby,  1792. 

I  take  the  Liberty  tfl  inform  your  Excelleney,  that  I  have  not  been  so 
Suocesaful  as  to  have  my  Acoo'  adjuated  by  the  GeDtlemen  Appointed  by 
Law  for  my  Service  during  the  Late  war,  and  for  which  I  have  your  Excel- 
lency's promise  that  I  should  be  well  Rewarded,  this  will  be  Delivered  to 
your  Excellency  by  Capt.  Mathew  Trotter  by  whom  I  wish  to  Receive  a 
Line  from  the  Governor  with  Advice  what  Steps  I  must  Take  in  order  to 
obtain  my  Just  Right.  I  have  Requested  Col°  Varick  to  call  on  your 
Escellency  on  this  Business. 

With  Esteem  I  am  your  Excellency's  Real  and  Sincere  friend 
and  Humb<c  SerV. 
Hia  Excellency  Governor  George  Clinton.    ^^^'^  ^'"'  Rbnsselaee. 
PhiUp  Van  Benssdaeir  to  Sichard  Variek. 

Dear  Colonel : 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  trouble  you  to  call  on  the  Governor  to  know  what 
Steps  I  must  take  to  obtain  my  pay  for  my  Service  during  the  Late  War, 
for  which  I  have  his  promise  that  I  should  be  well  Rewarded,  hia  Ex- 
cellency's oppinion,  together  with  your  good  advice,  will  be  my  Guide  on 
this  head,  which  you  will  please  to  Communicate  to  me  by  a  Line  with 
the  Return  of  the  Bearer  Captain  Trotter.     I  am  youra  Sincerely. 

.The  Worshipful  Richard  Varick,  Esq.,  New  York.^'"^"  I^enbselaee. 

"  In  1792  a  sort  of  stage  was  eatabliahed  to  run  from  Albany  to  Whites- 
town,  near  "Utica,  which  performed  the  rout«  once  a  fortnight.  Some 
enterpriaing  persons  residing  in  the  Geoeaee  county,  which  waa  the  great 
west  of  that  day  established  another  to  meet  the  one  at  Whitestown. 
The  next  yeaj  a  atage  undertook  to  carry  passengers  from  Albany  to 
Cooperstown." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

G-ENEEAL  "Wayne's  Campaign. 

UDtler  the  authority  of  the  act  of  congreas  1791,  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
governor  of  the  north  weBt«rn  territory,  bad  been  appointed  major 
general  and  oominander  in  chief.  Every  exertion  was  made  to  raise 
an  army  and  provide  provisions  and  arms  for  it,  after  which  it  assembled 
at  Port  Washington.  On  the  17th  day  of  September,  1791,  the  army 
left  Forfc  Washington,  and  out  a  road  through  the  wilderness,  to  where 
Hamilton  now  stands.  Here  a  fort  was  erected,  and  called  Fort  Hamilton ; 
having  completed  this  and  garrisoned  it,  St.  Clair  marched  some  twenty 
miles  northward  and  erected  Fort,  St.  Clair,  and  marching  twenty  miles 
further  due  north,  he  established  another  military  post  and  called  it  Port 
Jefferson.  More  than  two  thousand  warriors  had  been  watohing  St.  Clair's 
movements  for  several  days,  all  night  long  the  sentinels  had  been  firing 
upon  prowling  Indians,  and  the  man,  by  order  of  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, had  slept  upon  their  arms.  Major  Hamtramok  had  been  despatched 
with  a  sufficient  force  to  bring  back  about  sixty  men  who  had  deserted  in 
a  body,  and  the  main  army,  only  fourteen  hundred  strong,  moved  for- 
ward to  where  afterwards  Fort  Recovery  was  erected,  within  the  limits 
of  Me  nty      The  troops  had  been  early  mustered  and  dismissed 

from  p  de  on  the  beautiful  morning  of  November  4th,  1791.  They 
we  ep  epa  n  f  breakfast,  when,  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  a  body  of 
Ind  a  led  n  by  Little  Turtle,  with  yells  that  wakened  horrid  echoes 
m  1  a  way  h  ou  h  the  forest,  fell  suddenly  upon  the  militia.  Many  of 
th  e  had  ne  seen  service  and  fled  in  an  instant,  they  rushed  into  the 
regulars  camp,  and  spread  terror  and  confusion  where  they  ran.  The 
officers  exerted  themselves,  to  thi)  utmost,  to  restore  order,  but  in  vain  j 
they,  however,  did  their  duty  bravely,  and  were  shot  down  in  great  num- 
bers, by  the  enemy,  who  took  a  sure  and  fatal  aim  at  them.  The  Indians 
always  shoot  at  the  officers.  General  St  Clair  was  so  worn  down  by  fatigue 
and  disease,  goutand  rheumatism,  that  he  was  not  able  to  mount  bis  horse 
without  assistance,  but  he  behaved  gallantly  during  the  dreadful  scene. 
He  was  not  in  uniform,  his  chief  covering  was  a  coarse  cappo  coat,  and  a 
three-cocked  hat  from  under  which  his  white  hair  was  seen  streaming  as 
he  rode  up  and  down  the  lines  during  the  battle.  He  had  three  horses 
killed  under  him.  Eight  balls  passed  through  his  clothes.  He  finally 
mounted  a  pack  horse,  and  upon  this  animal,  which  could  with  difficulty 
be  spurred  into  a  trot,  he  followed  the  frightened  soldiers  in  the  general 
retreat.  The  ground  was  covered  with  snow,  two  or  three  inches  deep. 
The  march  was  a  very  disorderly  one,  from  Fort  Jefferson  to  Fort  Wash- 
ingtoa  now  Cincinnati.  There  were  in  the  army,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  aclion,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  women,  of  whom,  fifty-six  were 
killed  in  the  battle,  and  the  remainder  were  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy, 
except  a  small  number  who  reached  Fort  Washington.  One  of  the  sur- 
vivors, Mrs.  Catharine  Miller,  hved  in  Cincinnati  till  her  death  la  1838. 
12 
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This  woman  ran  ahead  of  the  whole  army,  in  their  flight  from  the  field  of 
battle.  Her  large  qnantity  of  long  red  hair,  floated  in  the  breeze,  which 
the  soldiers  followed  through  the  woods,  as  their  avant  courier  that  moved 
rapidlj  onward,  to  the  place  of  their  ultimate  destination.  Many  of  the 
prisoners  taken  were  by  the  Indians  roMtecl  alive  by  a  slow  fire. 

This  defeat  of  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  bad  produced  the  greatest  alarm 
among  all  the  settlers  in  the  West,  and  it  cast  a  gloom  over  society  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  cheeked  for  a  short  time  the  tide  of  emigration  in 
the  direction  of  Ohio.  St.  Clair  was  condemned  in  unmeasured  terms  by 
men  of  all  classes  and  parties,  and  the  indignation  of  President  Washington 
was  exceeding  hot.  Although  naturally  of  a  mild  disposition,  Washing- 
ton had  a  temper  which  was  vehement  and  almost  irresistible.  The  sad 
news  had  greatly  excited  the  general ;  he  walked  slowly  backward  and 
forward  in  silenoe,  he  seemed  much  agitated,  and  broke  out  suddenly : 
"  It's  all  over,  St.  Clair  is  defeated,  routed,  the  officers  nearly  all  killed,  the 
men  bj  wholesale.  The  rout  is  complete,  and  a  surprise  in  the  bargain  1" 
All  this  was  said  with  great  vebemeuce ;  then  pausing,  he  again  paced  the 
floor  in  silence,  violently  agitated.  When  near  the  door  he  stopped  shorD, 
stood  for  a  moment,  and  then  there  was  another  terrible  explosion  of  wrath. 
"  Tes,"  he  exclaimed,  "on  this  very  spot  I  took  leave  of  him  ;  I  said,  Be- 
ware of  a  surprise.  You  know  how  the  Indians  fight  us,  I  repeated  j 
Beware  of  a  surprise.  He  went  off  with  this  warning  in  his  ears,  and  jet 
to  sufier  the  army  to  be  butchered  by  a  surprise,  the  very  thing  I  guarded 
him  against.  Oh,  God  !  Oh,  God  !"  Ho  threw  up  his  hand,  and  while 
his  frame  shook  he  exclaimed  ;  "  He  is  worse  than  a  murderer.  How  can' 
he  answer  itto  bis  country  ?  The  curse  of  widows  and  orphans  is  upon  him." 
The  president's  private  secretary,  Tobias  Lear,  was  present  and  remained 
speechless  till  the  paroxysm  passed  away.  He  was  charged  by  the  general 
never  to  dn  ulge  big  display  of  temper,  and  that  he  was  in  a  passion.  Gen. 
Washington  however,  was  both  generous  and  Just,  and  St.  Clair  found  in 
him  a  roost  iaitbiul  friend  ,  his  case  was  investigated  by  a  committee  of  the 
house  of  repi  esentatives  and  he  was  honorably  acquitted,  having  no  court 
martial  to  try  him  General  Anthony  Wayne  was  appointed  to  fill  his 
place.  Congress  authoiized  an  increase  of  the  rej;ular  army  to  a. little 
over  five  thousand  men,  and  a  pait  of  it,  the  Legion,  wasassigned  to  him. 
For  many  years  the  Induns  had  been  very  troublesome  on  our  north- 
western frontier,  and  were  ever  on  "  the  old  war  path."  The  first 
settlers  there  were  cimstautly  aimed;  they  always  went  to  their  work 
with  their  guns  near  them  and  had  sentinels  posted  also  close  by,  on  some 
high  stump  of  a  tioe.  All  mules  capable  of  bearing  arms,  were  ordered 
to  carry  them  oven  while  attending  public  worship.  By  noglecting  some- 
times to  obey  this  order,  not  a  few  men  lost  their  lives.  The  consumma- 
tion of  our  Independence  was  not  only  a  source  of  mortification  to  the 
government  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  monarchists  generally  of  the  old 
continent,  bat  to  companies  and  to  individuals  engaged  in  the  valuable 
fur  trade  of  ibe  new  one.  It  was  their  policy  to  throw  every  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  our  prosperity ;  and  as  one  great  step  to  further  their  object, 
they  instigated  the  unfortunate  Indians  to  lift  the  hatchet  once  more 
against  us,  and  now  unfortunately  these  "  kings  of  the  forest"  had  broken 
the  "  pipe  of  peace,"  and  unearthed  the  buried  weapon  symbolical  of 
hatred,  and  the  Indian  war  assumed  a  serious  aspect.  Our  two  armies, 
under  General  Josiah  Harmar  and  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  had  already 
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fallen  victims  to  the  subtle  fury  of  such  implacable  foes,  and  io  the  con- 
sequent confidence  inspired  by  success,  their  blood  thiraty  propensity 
knew  no  bounds.  Almost  every  settler  north  of  theOiiio,  and  west  of  the 
Alleghany,  were  either  carried,  into  captivity  or  cruelly  murdered,  for  "  the 
torch  of  war  was  kindled."  In  augmenting  the  army  at  this  eriaia,  the 
wisdom  of  President  Washington,  most  judiciously,  directed  him  to  the 
intrepid  Wayne,  or  "Mad  Anthony"  (a  title  gained  him  for  the  im- 
petuosity exhibited  during  the  old  war  for  independence),  as  the  proper 
officer  to  crush  the  growing  evil  and  to  compel  the  savagea  to  ceaae  their 
depredations.  He  was  destined  ia  his  victorious  career  to  achieve  peace 
and  permanent  aecurity  to  a  dreaded  wilderness.  It  was,  however,  very 
difficult  to  enlist  soldiers  for  that  hazardous  service,  and  now  a  new 
champion  for  his  country's  rights  appears  on  the  military  field. 

Solomon,  the  fourth  child  of  Major  General  Henry  R.  Van  Renaaelaer 
and  Alida  Bradt,  waa  born  August  6,  1774,  hetgroen  bosch  or  Greenbush, 
opposite  Albany,  in  what  was  subsequently  called  the  old  Genet  mansion. 
He  inherited  his  illuatrioue  father's  military  disposition;  and  in  the 
year  1792,  before  he  was  eighteen,  told  hia  sire,  who  was  a  man  of  posi- 
tion and  influence,  that  he  must  go  if  only  as  a  private  soldier  to  join  the 
army.  General  Van  Rensselaer  obtained  for  hia  son  a  commiaaion  as 
cornet  of  dragoons  in  the  4th  legion  of  cavalry,  and  he  immediately  en- 
tered upon  duty  as  a  recruiting  officer  at  Albany,  N.  V.,  aa  the  principal 
rendezvous.  His  instructions  aay  :  "  Ton  will  recruit  for  the  service  of 
the  cavalry  only.  No  foreigners  are  to  be  enlisted.  None  but  active, 
healthy  young  men  of  good  characters  and  morals  are  to  be  engaged." 
The  youthful  cornet  raiaed  the  new  aoldiers  in  his  own  county  of  Rensse- 
laer, and  with  the  most  determined  perseverance  surmounted  every  annoy- 
ance incidental  to  the  charge  of  raw  reeruita,  ardently  impelled  to  the 
duty  by  a  noble  love  of  country.  With  the  aacred  commission  of  Gen. 
Washington  in  his  pocket,  in  obedience  to  the  secretary  of  war's  direc- 
tions, he  soon  left  the  amenities  and  courtesies  of  life  in  his  early  home, 
and  "joined  General  Anthony  Wayne's  expedition  to  the  Maumee  in  the 
same  battalion  with  Gen.  William  H.  Harrison,  and  before  he  was  twenty 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  troop  in  1794."  It  was  under  this 
efficient  soldier,  Wayne,  that  the  young  Dutohman  with  his  heart  "  full  of 
courage,  lion-like,  afraid  of  none,"  commenced  hia  military  career.  Oa 
their  westward  route  our  little  corps  of  valiant  Greenbushers  marched 
through  a  dense  wilderness  of  several  hundred  miles,  far  from  succor,  des- 
titute of  comforts,  constantly  in  danger  of  faUing  into  an  ambuscade,  for 
the  wily  savages  were  concealed  in  the  bushy  ravines  and  engaged  in 
many  diabolical  stratagems  to  entrap  the  unwary.  They  encountered 
many  troubles,  and  had  much  toil  on  their  perilous  way,  hut  in  due  time, 
withoutasingle  desertion,  they  reached  the  cantonment  at  Fort  Washington. 

General  Henry  Knox  to  Solomon  Van  Benmelaer. 
Sir,  War  department,  March  15th,  1792. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  has  appointed  you  a  Cornet  of  a  troop  of  Light  Dragoons. 

You  will  please  immediately  to  signify  your  acceptance  or  non-accept- 
ance of  this  appointment.  In  order  that  you  may  judge  of  the  pay,  rations 
and  emoluments  for  the  commissioned,  and  non-commissioned  Officers  and 


db,Google 


92  LESAcy  OF  Histoeical  Gleanings. 

priTates  Id   the  Service  of  the  United  States,  I  enclose  jou  the   ; 
Congress  relative  to  the  military  eEtabliahmeiit. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  humble  Servant. 


Cornet  Solomon  Van  Kensselaer. 

The  above  warrant  was  received  and  the  appointment  accepted  with 
joy.  It  was  true  also  his  enthusiastic  feelings' were  greatly  excited  by  the 
ansiety  and  continual  alarm  that  harassed  the  people,  for  a  dark  and 
ominous  cloud  gathered  over  the  colony  and  filled  the  inhabitants  with 
alarm.  The  banner  of  hostility  was  again  raised  and  the  savages  were 
preparing  to  go  out  upon  the  old  war  paths.  As  vras  said  of  another  so 
of  him ;  "  The  bud  of  the  young  cornet's  life  was  just  developing  into 
the  blossom  of  youth,  and  his  plastic  mind  was  continually  impressed  with 
words  and  deeds  that  left  ineffaceable  records  of  memory  there,  to  he 
'a  future  years.''     And  now  the  great  question  of  his  life  work 


Gen.  Knox  to  Captain  Bo^gere. 

Sir,  War  department,  June  28,  1T92. 

Your  letter  of  the  15  instant  is  received.     I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my 

letter  to  you  of  the  15tli  inst.  directing  yon  to  oome  forward  to  New 

Brunswick,  in  New  Jersey,  with  all  your  recruits.     This  request  I  again 

'^P^''*-  I  am  Sir,  Your  humble  Servant. 

/I     .  -     T  J  J-  V  T.  J  H,  Knox,  Seey.  of  War. 

Captain  Jedediah  Kodgera.  '       " 

Ca^t.  Bodgeri  to  Comd  Van  Benasela^. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  reoevtl  yoar  Letter  of  this  day's  date  by  the  trum- 
peter, also  those  from  the  department  of  War.  I  knowof  nooireumstance 
that  will  prevent  my  embarking  on  Fryday  at  12  o'clock.  You  he  pleased 
to  accomodate  your  business  to  that  Hour.  1  wrote  to  Mr.  Hale  this 
morning  informing  hinl  of  the  time,  tomorrow  morning  will  see  you  in 
Albany,  be  so  kind  as  to  ask  Mr.  Hale  if  the  troops  can  be  furnished  with 
^■*  ^"'<*-  I  am  D'  Sir,  Yours  Sincerely, 

/I       .01  Ti-      T>         I  Jedidiah  Rogers. 

Cornet  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer. 

The  captain  was  then  in  Troy  ;  but  having  been  arrested,  after  orders 
for  marching  arrived  from  General  Henry  Knox,  secretary  of  war,  the 
command,  consequently  of  the  company,  devolved  upon  the  cornet. 

Marching  Orders.  —  General  Knox  to  Gapfain  Bodgera. 
Sir  ■-  War  department,  July  12th,  1792. 

Captain  Mills  is  instructed  to  muster  and  inspect  your  recruits,  and  to 
place  in  your  hands  one  Months  pay  for  them.  He  will  also  deliver  you 
four  Months  pay  and  three  Months  subsistence  and  forage  for  yourself, 
and  four  Months  pay  and  three  Months  subsistence  and  forage  for  Cornet 
Van  Kensselaer,  and  a  further  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  your  march. 
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As  soon  as  the  clothiiif^  arrives,  and  which  is  now  on  the  road  to  New 
Brunewiok,  I  requeflt  that  after  clothiug  your  men,  yon  will  immediately 
commenoe  your  march,  agreeably  to  the  orders  which  are  enclosed. 

Yon  will  apply  to  Mr.  Bray  to  fnrnish  yon  a  waggon  to  transport  the 
ba^age  of  your  detachment  from  BruDSwick  to  Trenton,  where  Mr. 
Hunt  will  accomodate  you  in  the  same  manner  to  Reading  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. At  Heading  James  Collins,  Esqr,  will  procure  you  the  means  of 
transportation  to  Pittsburg. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  by  every  opportunity  while  on  the  march. 
I  am  Sir,  Your  humble  Servant, 

H.  Kkox,  Secy,  of  War. 
Capt.  Jedediah  Rodgers,  Light  Dragoons. 

Waterford,  10  miles  above  Albany,  State  of  New  York. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1775,  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Bunker's 
hill,  a  young  American  patriot,  Heney  Knox,  escaped  from  Boston  ia 
disguise.  He  was  accompanied  by  bis  wife,  and  she  had  quilted  into  the 
lining  of  her  cloak  a  sword,  for  which  it  was  expected,  tjiere  would  be 
immediate  use.  He  made  hia  way  to  the  headquarters  of  the  American 
general  at  Cambridge  ;  he  was  employed,  and  that  sword  was  a  busy  one 
for  the  nest  eight  years.  The  commission  is  decorated  with  the  Ameri- 
can eagle  holding  the  olive  branch  in  one  talon,  and  abundle  of  thirteen 
arrows  in  the  other,  while  his  beak  holds  a  scroll  with  the  motto  E 
Plurihut  Unum,  in  the  centre  at  the  head  of  the  parchment;  with  the 
great  seal  of  the  United  States  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance. 

"  Geoegb  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica.   To  all  who  shall  see  these  Presents  Greeting  : 

Know  Ye,  That  reposing  special  Trust  and  confidence  in  the  Patriot- 
ism, Valour,  Fidelity  and  Abilities  of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  I 
have  nominated  and  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Senate, 
do  appoint  him  a  Lieutenant  or  Light  Dragoons,  in  the  Service  of 
the  United  States:  To  take  Rank  from  the  Eighteenth  of  September, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  ninety-two.  He  is  therefore  carefully 
and  diligently  to  disoharge  the  Duty  of  Lieutenant,  by  doing  and  per- 
forming all  Manner  of  Things  thereunto  belonging.  And  I  do  Strictly 
charge  and  require  all  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  his  Command,  to  be 
obedient  to  his  Orders  as  Lieutenant.  And  he  is  toobserve  and  Follow 
such  Orders  and  Directions  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  receive  from 
me,  or  the  future  President  of  the  United  States,  or  the  General  or 
other  superior  Officers  set  over  him,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Disci- 
pline of  War.  This  Commission  to  continue  in  Force  during  the  Pleasure 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  Time  being. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  at  Philadelphia  this  Nineteenth  day  of  March 
in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Ninety  Three 
and  in  the  Seventeenth  Year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States. 
G":  Washington. 
By  Command  of  the  President  of  the  United  ) 
States  of  America.  j 

H.  Knox,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Abstract  of  Sundries  from  Hie  Quarter  Master's  Book. 
Invoice  op  Glothins  remainiag  in  Boses  No.  2  &  3  for  Capt.  Eoger, 

Box  No.  2  No.  3. 

10  Vesta  9  Coats  1  Froek 
45  P'  L.  Breeches,  lOS  Shirts 
5  Linen  overalls  16  P'  Stookiogs, 
8  Stocks  9  Valeeces  62  P'  Shoes.     10  Blankets. 

The  Size  RoLt,  being  a  Desoriptive  list  of  Recruits  inlistect  in  the 
Company  of  Capt.  jedediah  Rogers.  Containing  Names,  Age,  Siae,  in  feet 
and  inches,  Complesion,  Hair,  Ejes,  Trade,  Where  Enlisted,  and  for 
what  number  of  years.  What  Town,  What  State  was  Born,  What  Connty 
and  Town,  in  which  he  was  Born. 

Place  of  Residence,  What  State,  County  and  Town,  Remarks. 

The  oldest  man  of  the  troop  was  32  years  of  age,  and  the  youngest  was 
19  years,  the  averi^e  age  was  23.  The  recruits  were  enlisted  for  three 
years  ;  each  recruit  received  a  bounty  of  eight  dollars ;  each  recruit  was 
over  fiye  feet  and  five  inches  in  height,  without  shoes,  one  was  5  feet  lOJ 
inches.  The  clothing,  arms  and  acooutrements  were  furnished  the  re- 
cruits; also  with  rations,  barraoks,  barrack  utensils,  straw,  fuel  and  such 
necesary  medical  assistance  aa  they  might  require. 

Invoice  q^  Equipments  furnished  Sergt.  Major  Breck. 

1  Cap,  1  Ooat,  1  Stock,  1  Cloak,  1  P'  Leather  Breeches,  1  P-"  Boots,  1 
F  Shoes,  1  P'  Boot  Buckles,  1  P'  Spurs,  1  P''  Spur  Leathers,  2  P'  Stock- 
ings. 1  Valeece,  1  Saddle,  1  Bridle,  1  Halter,  1  Nose  Bag,  1  P'  Pistols, 
1  Cartoueh  Box,  1  Stable  frook,  1  Sword  Belt  &  sling,  1  P'  Brushes  & 
Black  Ball. 

Eeeeived  the  above  articles. 

Fort  Washington,  December  10,  1792.  "^^  ^^^'^^'  ^-  ^^l"''- 

Port  HamUton,  May  11th,  1793. 
Received  of  Lieut.  Van  Rensselaer  Qr,  Mr.  I..  D.,  One  Gap,  »ne  Coat, 
one  pair  Leather  Breeches,  one  Pair  Linen  Overalls,  four  shirts,  two  Pair 
Stockings,  two  Pr.  Boots,  two  Pr.  Shoes,  one  Pr.  boot  bucklers,  one  Stock, 
one  clasp,  one  Stable  frock,  and  one  Pair  Spurs  for  the  use  of  a  Sergeant 
Major  in  Capt.  Henry  Bowyer's  Troop.        ^  Covington,  Lieut.  L.D. 

Port  Hamilton,  May  16th,  1793. 
Received  of  Lieut.  Van  Rensselaer  Qr.Mr.  L.  D.,  Eleven  dozen  pistol 
Cartridges  for  the  use  of  a  detachment  of  Dragoons  for  Command. 

Geo.  H.  Dunn,  Cornet,  L.D. 

Hobson's  Choice,'  June  1st,  1793. 
Eeeeived  of  Lieut.  Van  Rensselaer  Qr.    Mr.  L.  D.,  Ten  Swords  and 
Scabbardg  for  the  use  of  my  Troop, 

Robert  Ms.  Campbell,  Capt.  2nd  T.L.D. 

Hobson's  Choice,  June  Ist,  1793. 
Received  of  Lieut.  Van  Rensselaer  Qr.   Mr.  L.  D.,  Thirty-six  horse 
brushes  and  thirty-sis  main  Combs  for  the  use  of  Capt.  Winston's  Troop. 
J.  Webb,  Jr.,  Cornet  L.  Dragoons. 

'  Tlie  low  grountls  wat  Fort  Waaliingtou. 
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a  Choice,  June  6th,  1793. 
Received  of  Lieut.  Van  Rensselaer  Q.  M.L.D.,  One  cjuite  of  writang 
paper,  half  a  paper  of  ink  powder,  five  quills,  half  a  bos  of  wafers,  four 
Books  of  Baroi]  Stubens  Military  Instructions  and  one  orderly  book  for 
the  nse  of  my  Troop.  ^_  ^  j^^^_  ^^p^_  j^^^  ^^^^^^  j^^^ 

Hohson's  Choice,  June  11th,  1793. 
Eeceived  of  Lieut.  Van  Rensselaer  ten  pounds  Brimstone,  five  pounds 
Antimony,  two  pounds  salt-petre,  ten  pounds  Castiel  Soap,  five  pounds 
copperas,  ten  pounds  tobacco,  ten  pounds  bees-was,  twenty  pounds  hog'a 
lard,  ten  yards  tick  ling  burgh,  fonr  gallons  tar,  twelve  fathom  rope  and 
one  old  camp  kettle  for  the  use  of  the  Squadron  under  my  command. 

R.  Ms.  Campbell,  Capt.  Oommau.  L.  Dragoons. 

In  the  summer  of  1793,  General  Wayne  tried  to  treat  with  the  In- 
dians, aod  Port  Massac  was  built  under  him,  to  prevent  an  espedition 
against  New  Orleans,  which  Citizen  Genet  was  planning.  Gen.  Wayne 
sent  out,  in  succession.  Colonel  Hardin,  and  Major  Trueman  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  medals,  talks  and  presents  to  the  Indians  in  order  to  make  a 
peace  with  them.  These  messengers  of  peace  were  killed  in  succession, 
as  soon  as  they  arrived  among  the  savages.  Their  medals,  and  speeches, 
sent  by  them,  and  all  they  had  with  them,  were  taken  by  the  Indians 
who  slew  the  bearers  of  them.  These  medals  were  made  at  the  expense 
of  a  gentleman  of  I'hiladelphia,  and  by  him  sent  as  a  token  of  General 
Washington's  friendship  to  the  Indians.  Every  other  effort  was  made  by 
Genera!  Wayne,  that  summer,  to  bring  about  a  peace  with  the  savages, 
hut  all  in  vain,  and  worse  than  in  vain.  But  notwithstanding  all  the 
efforts  to  make  a  peace,  yet,  nothing  was  omitted  that  could  be  done,  to 
prepare  for  a  vigorous  war  against  them.  Notwithstanding  all  the  efforts 
of  General  Washington,  in  favor  of  this  bleeding  frontier,  congress  and 
the  nation  were  tob  much  engaged  with  other  objects  to  bestow  much 
attention  on  this  war  in  the  distant  far  West.  The  French  revolution 
hbd  turned  the  heads  ol'  many  members  of  congress  towards  that  dazzling 
object  and  at  this  time  Genet  was  busily  engaged  in  his  endeavors  to 
draw  our  nation  into  the  vortex  of  European  politics.  His  '  filibustering 
espedition '  on  an  extended  scale,  against  the  Spanish  dominions,  the 
object  being  no  tesa  than  the  seizure  of  Florida  and  New  Orleans  was  a 
failure,  but  not,  until  his  schemes  of  conquest  had  produced  annoying 
effects  upon  the  national  government.  Early  in  this  year  General  Wash- 
ington, in  company  with  Colonel  Timothy  Pickering,  made  a  tour  to  the 
Indians  of  Western  New  York.  This  visit  was  made  to  conciUate  those 
savages,  and  to  prevent  their  joining  in  the  war,  with  the  British  Indians, 
as  they  had  doue  all  along  before  this  period.  Many  New  York  Indians 
were  present  at  St.  Clair's  defeat,  and  some  fought  against  Gen.  Wayne. 

Received  at  Fort  Hamilton,  July  20th  1793,  of  Lieut.  Van  Rensselaer 
iate  Qr.  Master  L.  D.  one  pair  of  boots  for  my  own  use. 

Heboulbs  Whaley,  Sergt.  4th  Troop. 

Received  of  Lieut.  Van  Rensselaer,  Q.  M.  L.  D.  Six  Setts  of  Horse 
Shoes  for  the  use  of  a  detachment  of  Light  Dragoons  under  my  Command, 
Jon.  Taylor,  Lieut,  of  L.  D. 
Fort  Hamilton,  July  24th,  1793. 


•d  by  Google 


Legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings, 

i  at  Fort  Hamilton,  October  9tli,  1793,  of  Captain  Van  I 
laer  four  Saddles  aod  fonr  ptatola  complete,  which  I  promise  to  deliver 
him  when  called  for.  F.  Salander,  Asst.  Qr.  Master. 

Greene  Ville,  October  29th  1793. 
Received   of  Capt.    Solomon    Van  Rensselaer   Seven    pounds,  Seven 
Shillings  &  Eight  pence  in  full  on  Troop  Account.        ,    Httnt  Sr  C 

Received  of  Captain  Van  Rensselaer  five  pack  Horses  and  three  pack 
Saddles  which  I  am  to  Deliver  to  Captain  Benhem,  from  whom  they  were 
received.  Daniel  Torret,  Cornet  &  Q.  Mr.  L.  D. 

Nov.  Ist,  1793, 

Received  of  Cornet  John  Posej,  One  Damaged  Horseman's  Tent. 

Robert  Lee,  Paj  &  Qr.  Master  of  the  4th  Sub  Legion. 

Camp  11th  November,  1793. 

The  "  Fort  Samilton"  va.e  built  by  General  Arthur  St  Clair,  governor 
of  the  North  Western  Territory.  On  the  17th  day  of  September,  1791, 
the  army  left  Port  Washington,  and  cut  a  road  through  the  wilderness, 
to  where  Hamilton  now  stands.  Here  a  fbrt  was  erected,  and  called  Fort 
Hamilton.  It  was  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Great  Miami  river,  about 
twenty  miles  within  the  present  limits  of  this  state. 


C*p(.  B.  Ms.  GawpbeU  to  Oapt.  Van  Ii 
My  Dear  Rensselaer,  Fort  Washington,  Jany  29th,  1794, 

Here  I  am  and  shall  be  until!  tomorrow,  when  I  shall  set  out  with  Genl. 
Wilkinson  for  Greenville,  in  a  sleigh.  There  is  a  fine  Snow  on  the  ground. 
There  is  no  great  news  here  to  inform  you  of.  My  family  connections  all 
broke  up,  tho'  the  Dulcinia  is  still  on  the  ground.  I  am  anxious  to  Return 
to  Camp,  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  see  you  so  soon  as  I  contemplated.  I 
fear  Capt.  Lee's  Tryal  will  be  Tedious  But  I  shall  press  my  Return  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  am  to  take  on  the  army  papers  to  Head  Quarters.  I 
hope  I  shall  be  able  to  Bring  on  Some  Money  for  the  Corps,  Let  me 
hear  from  you  by  Every  opportunity.  Make  my  compliments  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Corps,  tell  Posey  I  shall  write  him  from  Head  Quarters, 
and  that  he  must  not  be  offended  at  the  fatherly  Liberty  I  have  taken  in 
my  Severe  letter  to  him,  if  he  finds  himself  able  to  Read  it.  1  love  the 
young  man  for  his  amiable  Disposition,  therefore  cannot  Befriin  from 
giving  my  advice.  I  wish  to  have  something  to  Say  with  Posey  before 
he  accepts  finally  of  tho  Staff  appointment  he  is  about  to  have  Conferred 
on  him.  What  a  pitty  it  is  that  all  men  are  Born  to  be  Slaves,  but  as 
this  misfortune  pervades  the  universe  of  Mankind,  be  my  situation  what^ 
soever  it  may,  I  am  determined  to  possess  a  happy  mind  ;  that's  enough 
for  me  or  for  any  soldier.  Indeed  it's  victuals,  drink  and  clothing  to  all 
men  who  possess  it,  give  me  health  of  Body,  Peace  of  Mind,  a  Pretty 
Girl,  a  clean  shirt,  and  a  Guinea,  and  I'm  Rich  and  happy.  Now's  the 
time  my  Dear  Rensselaer  to  look  forward  to  great  and  Brilliant  actions  in 
the  East,  it  is  now  said  that  a  War  with  Great  Britain  is  inevitable, 
though  not  actually  declared.     I  am  my  Dear  Rensselaer  your  friend  &e. 


Capt.    Sol.    V.    Rensselaer  of    ^L //i^ 
Bellipberontia,  Kentucky. 
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General  Wayne  had  been  employed  ia  ondoavoring  to  make  peace,  and 
in  preparing  for  wav  and  now  found  the  season  too  far  advanced  to  pene- 
trate into  the  heart  of  the  Indian  couatry.  He  therefore  oollected  his 
army  and  established  a  camp  at  Fort  Greenville  (the  site  of  the  present 
village  of  Greenville  in  Ohio)  aad  fortified  it.  Having  made  this  encamp- 
ment and  wintered  in  it,  early  in  the  nest  spring  of  1794,  be  marched  to 
the  ground  where  Geo.  St.  Glair  had  been  defeated,  November  4,  1T91, 
where  he  erected  a  fortification,  and  called  it  Fort  Recovery. 

We  copy  a  few  of  the  letters  from  brother  officers  fouad  among  my 
father's  package  of  correspondence. 

Lieut.  Turner  to  Oapl.  Yom,  Senssdaer. 
Dear  Van,  Greenville,  Feb.  7,  1794. 

I  will  thank  you  in  case  you  have  not  sold  my  Horse,  not  to  do  it,  as  it 
is  probable  we  may  make  an  expedition  shortly^  when  he  will  be  of  service 
to  me.  If  you  can  swap  him  aod  obtain  a  better,  by  giving  Ten  or  13 
Dollars  to  Boot  I  should  like  it.  By  selling  him  for  his  worth  and  pur- 
chasing one  about  45  or  50  Dollars  that  is  equal  to  thst  anit,,  I  would 
not  object,  at  any  rate  bring  him  or  another  when  you  are  Ordered  on. 
If  when  you  move  this.  Way,  you  can  without  discommoding  yourself 
bring  me  either  Butter,  Sugar,  Whiskey  or  any  other  articles  you  may 
suppose  would  be  acceptable,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  which  I  understand  can 
be  procured  among  you  at  said  rate,  your  humble  Servt.  will  remember 
you  and  pay  the  Interest  with  thanks.     Nothing  New. 

Yours,  Edw"  D.  Turnee. 
Have  your  Troop  in  good  order  or  I  shall  give  you  larry  ! 
To  Oapt.  8.  Van  Reaaselaer,  Kentucky.  ^-  ^-  "^^sscnER. 

C«j(f.  Twmer  to  Copt.  Van,  Beitaselaer. 
Dear  Van  :  Fort  Washington,  March  30,  1794. 

I  must  trouble  you  to  send  my  Horse  by  the  Bearer,  should  Billie  hot 
have  left  before  this  reaches  you  and  jou  can  persuade  him  to  take  him 
under  his  charge,  I  should  prefer  it,  as  the  man  who  hands  you  this  will 
have  the  charge  of  2  or  3  others  and  consequently  cannot  take  that  care 
of  him  I  could  wish.  I  have  nothing  Material  to  inform  you  of  except 
an  express  we  are  told  is  on  the  way  from  the  War  Office.  We  are  fre- 
quently threatened  with  a  forward  move  and  as  frequently  disappointed 
"  to  do  or  not  to  do  "  seems  to  be  the  question,  and  I  am  affraid  the  old 
Geatleman  is  himself  at  a  loss  to  determiue.  Present  appearances  I  fear 
bode  no  good  to  the  Army,  what  the  final  Issue  of  the  long  deliberations 
of  Congress  will  amount  to  is  only  conjecture,  the  knowing  ones  sav,  the 
Army  will  be  called  baek  to  the  Biver,  bo  or  not  so,  ia  indifierent  to  me. 
I  suppose  the  12  Dollars  was  a  sufficient  Sum  to  carry  my  horse  thro' 
the  Winter.  Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Capt.  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  Kentucky,  Edward  D.  Turner. 

"  The  climate  of  Kentucky  was  healthy  and  delightful,  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold  were  not  esperienced.  The  winter,  which  begins  about 
Ohristmas,  is  never  longer  than  three  months,  and  is  so  mild  that  cattle 
can  subsist  without  fodder.  The  plains  are  covered  with  grass  and  afford 
good  pasturage." 

13 
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General  Washington  was  beset  on  all  sides  and  tlie  opposifaon  to  tte 
present  constitution  laid  hold  of  everything  within  their  reach  to  render 
the  president  unpopular.  Thej  pretended  to  fear  so  large  a  standing 
army  of  five  thousand  four  hundred  men  !  The  efforts  of  Citizen  Genet 
and  other  considerations  operated  on  the  mind  of  Gen.  Washington  to 
make  this  a  very  trying  period  to  him.  "  The  difficulties  of  transporta- 
tion in  these  gloomy  times  are  almost  inconceivable.  The  roads  were 
wretched,  with  many  ewamps  ;  the  pack-horses  sank  to  their  knees,  and 
wagon-wheels  to  their  huh  in  mud." 


Received  at  Belepherontia,  April  20th,  1794,  of  Capt.  Van  I 
six  pounds,  twelve  Shillings  &  nine  pence  in  full  for  keeping  one  black 

horse  4  weeks  @  6  s £1.4.0 

To  keeping  1  horse  15  weeks, 4.10.0 

To  23  bus.  Oats, 0.18.9 


N.  Shaw,  Asst:  Quarter  Master, 

Port  Washington,  May  3rd,  1794. 

Eeceiyedaboiitthe6th  April,  of  a  Mr.  Sanders  a.  Sorrel  horse  belonging 

to  the  Sorrel  Troop  commanded  by  Captain  Van  Rensselaer,  Totally  unfit 

for  any  kind  of  service  and  which  was  soid  at  vendue  on  the  26th  April. 

Jno.  Belli  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

Green  Ville,  July  17,  1794.  Received  of  Capt.  Van  Rensselaer,  five 
Dragoon  Horses,  unfit  for  Service,  also  one  Pack  Horse. 

John  Posey,  Cornet  &  Qr.  Mr.  T.  Light  Dragoon. 

Received  Greenville,  July  25th,  1794,  of  Capt.  Sol,  Van  Rensselaer 
fifteen  pounds,  fonr  Shillings  and  two  pence,  in  full  to  this  date,  being  a. 
balance  due  on  His  Mess  account  with  Cornet  Torry  and  Cornet  Posey, 
also  three  Dollars  in  full  for  an  order  drawn  in  favor  of  Will.  Gorman,  a 
Private  in  Captain  W.  A.  Lee's  Troop.  Jab.  Macconnel. 

Received  at  Greenville,  July  25,  1794,  of  Capt.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer 
payment  in  full  of  his  account  of  Sundries,  i£32.5.8.  0.  Okmsby. 

Green  Ville,  25  July,  1794.  Received  from  Captain  Van  Rensselaer 
of  the  4th  Sub  Legion,  Three  privates  Shirts,  two  pairs  of  Linen  Over- 
halls,  Three  pairs  of  Boots. 

Jonathan  Taylor,  Lieut.  Pay  &  Qr.  Mr.  of  4lh  Sub  Legion. 

Received  of  Captain  S.  Van  Rensselaer  two  Dragoon  horses  on  August 
4,  1794.  R.  Benham,  Capt.  Troop,  L,D. 

Lieut.  Nanning  I.  Vis8clier  to  Capt.  Sol.  Van  Bensselaer. 
Dear  Van  Mumeklwuifn:  Cincinnati,  6th  April,  1794. 

Your  Letter  of  the  2d  Inst,  was  h^ded  to  me  yesterday,  by  a  Dragoon. 
I  am  surprised  that  my  Letter  of  the  20th  Ult.  (sent  by  Cap.  Earnest) 
had  not  reached  you  at  that  time,  in  which  I  requested  you  to  send  my 
Horse  to  this  place.  I  do  not  mean  that  yon.  shou'd  send  him  in  the  Let- 
ter, I  only  wish'd  you  to  forward  him  to  this  place  by  the  first  opportunity, 
I  think  a  Band-box  wou'd  be  a  convenient  piece  of  Furniture  to  put  him 
in.     You  doubtless  must  have  lec'd  mine  by   Cap.  Ernest  before  this, 
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since  which,  I  have  written  you  by  a  Soldier  who  was  directed  to  bring 
a  few  of  the  Paymaster's  horses  to  this  place,  viz  Turners,  Lee's  and  my 
own.  I  expect  to  see  him  momently.  I  have  nothing  very  new  for  you, 
save  that  we  have  taken  quartera  at  Munson's  Tavern,  where  we  Hve  ia 
Clover,  and  even  this,  I  expect  is  not  better  living  than  your  Horses  have, 
but  we  poor  Infantry  boys  are  ^lad  to  tate  up  with  this,  and  think  we 
are  up  till  amost  any  capers.  We  shall  leave  this  for  Head  Quarters  in 
about  six  days  ;  on,  or  before  which  time,  I  order  that  you  will  now  repair 
to  this  place  with  your  Troop  ofSnorters,  for  the  express  purpose  of  escort- 
ing me  to  that  place.  I  close  with  this  my  order  to  you,  and  request  that 
you'll  write  me  on  the  reo't.  Dear  I!»Iunic,  Yrs.  etc.,  nj  t  v 
Cap.  Van  Rensselaer,  Bellipherontia,  Kentucky. 

While  the  troop  was  quartered  at  this  place  for  purpose  of  organization 
and  drilling,  the  offioer-like  deportment  of  Capt.  Van  Eensselaer  gained 
the  favorable  notice  of  his  superiors  aud  paved  his  way  to  promotion. 

Though  extremely  rigid  as  a  disciplinarian  he  was  ever  attentive  to  the 
wants  of  his  soldiers  and  an  unbending  supporter  of  their  rights.  Thus 
he  gained  their  respect,  conftdenee  and  good  will,  but  it  led  him  some- 
times to  unpleasant  dilemmas  with  others.  Upon  one  occasion  he  stopped 
two  of  his  troop  who  had  been  ordered  off  by  an  officer,  contrary  to  instruc- 
tions from  head  quarters,  upon  express  duty.  A  threat  of  arrest  was 
thrown  out  for  the  act,  but  he  laughed  at  it  and  defied.  It  was  not  carried 
into  execution,  nor  was  any  attempt  afterwards  made  to  force  either  hia 
men  or  his  horses  upon  this  injurious  service  ;  consequently  he  was  ena- 
bled to  keep  them  in  admirable  condition  for  any  sudden  emergency. 
There  were  four  troops  of  dragoons  attached  to  the  army,  the  sorrels,  the 
greys,  the  chestnute,  and  the  bays,  and  because  this  kind  of  force  had 
never  been  used  against  the  Indians,  it  was  hoped  that  they  would  prove 
very  efficient  in  the  contemplated  action  which  occurred  on  August  20, 
1794.  To  this  end,  care  was  taken  to  exercise  them  upon  every  description 
of  service,  whether  cleared  or  wooded,  broken  or  smooth,  aud  they  were 
taught  never  to  consider  any  obstacle  impassible  without  a  fair  trial. 
The  youthful  officer  was  very  energetic  in  the  instruction  of  his  men,  and 
encouraged  them  in  all  things  appertaining  to  their  vooation. 

An  anecdote  was  frequently  related,  to  elucidate  the  proficiency  of 
Oapt.  Van  Rensselaer's  sorrel  troop  in  this  particular,  with  great  gusto 
by  Gen.  Wilkinson  in  more  recent  times.  Once  when  the  troop  was 
parading  near  his  quarters  on  the  Wabash  river.  General  Wilkinson, 
wishing  to  test  the  metal  of  his  youthful  officer,  waited  till  they  were' 
facing  a  stone  wall  which  surrounded  his  fine  garden,  and  then  gave  the 
order  "  charge"  I  Supposing,  of  course,  that  they  necessarily  would  stop  at 
the  high  inolosure ;  but  far  from  it.  Capt.  Solomon  clapped  the  spurs  to  his 
finely  strung  horse  that  stood  with  his  neck  proudly  arched,  hia  immense 
nostril  dilated,  his  teeth  impatiently  champed  the  heavy  cavalry  bit  and 
with  a  flying  leap,  the  result  of  a  muscular  energy  that  would  unseat  a 
careless  rider,  handsomely  cleared  the  stone  wall  followed  by  all  of  his  cav- 
alry; some  had  struck  it  down  but  all  scampered  over  the  fine  vegetables 
demolishing  every  thing  in  their  progress.  Having  prompted  this  ruinous 
result  to  the  fruits  of  a  summer's  industry  and  care,  by  his  own  mandate, 
the  general  stifled  his  feelings,  bore  the  utter  destruction  of  his  garden 
with  great  equanimity,  and  with  the  gravity  of  a  stoic  brought  the  mischief- 
makers  back  to  their  original  stand.     Though  as  an  ofliset  for  the  spoiling 
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fter  a,  few  more  mainEuvres,  when  tliej  mere 
,e  the  order,  "  charge"  !  At  the  word  of  com- 
mand, under  ful!  speed  in  &  sweeping  gallop,  the  dauntless  captain  with 
hie  well  diBoiplineil  troop  dashed  down  the  steep  hank  into  the  river  end 
plunged  headlong  in  the  deep  water  before  they  could  be  countermanded. 
Unmoved  by  danger  the  nerve  and  bearing  of  the  leader  inspired  courage. 
If  the  chagrin  of  the  general  had  been  great  before,  it  all  evaporated  now 
in  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the  obedient,  reckless  troop.  He  watched 
their  motions  in  silent  agony.  One  of  them,  a  cornet,  he  saw  separated 
ftom  his  own  steed,  in  imminent  danger  of  being  killed  bj  the  strngglea  of 
other  ones,  hut  grappled  in  time  and  taken  in  tow  by  the  vigilant  captain, 
whose  cheering  voice  was  heard  now  and  then  above  the  uproar,  all  the 
gallant  fellows  ascended  the  opposite  bank  in  triumph,  then  G-eneral 
Wilkinson  felt  as  if  released  from  the  burden  of  Atlas.  He  expressed 
himself  quiie  satisfied  with  the  result,  and  never  afterwards  thought  it 
expedient  to  try  any  more  experiments  with  that  troop,  and  from  that  time 
they  were  his  particular  favorites. 

General  Wayne  was  not  idle,  hut  urged  forward  all  his  measures  vigor- 
ously, prudently,  and  in  the  end  effectually.  The  reiterated  attempts 
which  had  been  made  to  effect  a  pacification  with  the  Indians,  had  issued 
only  in  new  and  outrageous  proofs  of  persevering  hostility  on  the  part  of 
the  tribes,  with  whom  we  were  at  war.  The  only  basis  they  would  allow 
to  the  proposed  armistice,  was,  that  the  United  States  should  withdraw 
their  troops  from  the  western  side  of  the  Ohio  river.  Nothing  could  be 
more  explicit,  than  this  ultimatum  of  the  Indiana.  Their  sine  qua  non, 
was  the  Ohio  for  the  boundary.  To  this  proposition,  the  commissioners 
would  never  assent,  and  they  accordingly  wrote  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors 
of  the  council,  at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami,  on  the  13th  day  of  August, 
1793,  that,  "  the  negotiation  was  at  an  end."  The  council  fire  was  then 
put  out. 

Genera). Wayne  was  compelled  to  wait  until  late  in  the  summer  of 
1794  before  he  felt  strong  enough  to  move  forward.  Meantime  the 
Indiana  appeared  in  force,  Oa  the  30th  of  June,  about  a  thousand  of 
them,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  British  soldiers  and  French  Canadian 
volunteers,  made  their  appearance  before  Port  Reoovery(so  called  in  com- 
memoration of  the  fact  that  tliey  had  reoovered  the  territory  lost  by 
St  Ciair,  as  well  as  all  but  one  of  the  cannon  which  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  behind),  and  during  the  day  assailed  the  garrison  several  times. 
During  these  assaults  the  Americans  lost  fifty-seven  men  in  killed, 
"wounded  and  missing  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  horses.  The  In- 
dians lost  more  than  in  their  battle  with  St  Clair.  Less  than  a  month 
after  this  engagement,  Wayne  moved  forward  with  his  whole  force 
toward  the  Maumee.  Admonished  by  the  fate  of  St  Clair,  he  marched 
cautiously  and  slowly,  so  slowly  and  stealthily  that  the  Indians  called  him 
the  Blaoksnake.  Little  Turtle  was  again  upon  the  alert,  with  two  thou- 
sand warriors  of  his  own,  and  neighboring  tribes  within  call.  The 
vigilant  Wayne  well  knew  this.  He  had  faithful  and  competent  scouts 
and  guides,  and  by  unfrequented  ways  and  with  perplexing  feints,  he 
moved  steadily  onward,  leaving  strength  and  security  in  his  rear.  At 
Fort  Recovery  a  company  of  artillery  and  also  of  riflemen  were  left  there 
as  a  garrison  under  the  command  of  Lieut  N.  I.  Vissoher.  On  the  8th 
of  August  Gen.  Wayne  with  his  army  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Auglaize, 
a  tributary  of  the  Maumee,  forty-five  miles  or  more  below  Fort  Wayne. 
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Here,  in  the  forks  of  these  rivers,  he  erected  a  stroDg  military  work, 
Fort  Defiance  it  was  called. 

Lieut.  N.  I.  Visscher  to  Capf.  Tan  Remmlmr, 
Dear  Van,  Fort  Recovery  August  1  1794. 

This  letter  you'll  receive  by  a  Militia  maa  who  is  on  his  way  to  Head- 
quarters (with  dispatches)  where  he'll  arrive  this  eveuing;  should  there 
he  any  letters  for  me  from  home,  I  wish  you  to  forward  them  hy  the  first 
opportuoity,  and  to  inform  me  whether  you  have  yet  had  au  opportunity 
of  slashing  with  temporary  advantages  ;  if  not,  I  hope  you  soon  may,  and 
that  you  may  even  be  honorably  killed  ! !  To  hear  of  your  death  wou'd 
beagoodstoryforme  to  carry  home,  and  wou'd  so  well  please  all  your  friends! 
Remember  me  for  the  last  time  to  Tilton,  Turner,  Andrews,  and  a  few 
other  young  follows  should  they  be  living  when  you  receive  this,  that 
however  is  very  improbable.     Excuse  this  scrawl  the  bearer  awaits. 

Yours  N.  I.  ViascHBR. 

Capt.  Sol.  Van  Kenssolaer,  Head  Quarters. 

General  Wayne  fully  informed  himself  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy  who 
wanted  war,  not  peace,  and  having  been  joined  by  Major  General  Scott, 
on  July  27th,  with  eleven  hundred  well  mounted  men,  whom  he  had  with 
him  from  Kentucky,  he  left  Fort  Defiance,  on  the  15th  day  of  August, 
and  at  once  marched  down  the  Maumee,  bis  right  being  covered  by  the 
river.  On  the  19fch  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  rapids  erecting  some  tem- 
porary works  to  protect  his  baggage,  aad  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy  among 
whom  were  many  New  York  Indians.  He  found  the  Indians  advan- 
tageously posted  in  front  of  the  British  fort  on  the  Maumee,  at  the  foot  of 
the  rapids,  to  whom  he  again,  at  this  time,  showed  great  forbearance,  and 
sent  offers  of  peace. 

Little  Tnrtle  counseled  for  peace,  but  his  sagacious  advice  was  rejected 
by  his  party  and  the  vigilant  Wayne  soon  perceived  a  conflict  was  una- 
voidable. The  new  works  constructed  at  the  head  of  the  rapids  was 
called  Fort  Deposit  and  here  on  the  19th  Wayne  called  a  council  of  w. 


and  adopted  a  plan 

h 

bmitted  by  his  young  aid-de- 

oamp.  Lieutenant  ft 

m  H   H 

le  army  being  now  considered 

m  good  fighting  c     d 

0 

issued  orders  for  marching 

against  the   enemy 

(ollected  in  large  force  near 

the  Miami  rivei  on 

h 

alk  so  common  to  the  north- 

em  wilds  of  Ohio      0 

h    20h 

1794,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 

morning,  the  aimy    d 

d 

the  legion  along  the  bank  of 

the  Maumee      Th 

y     d 

Price  advanced  under  quick 

time  directly  m  fr 

h    w    d 

marching  forward  five  miles. 

they  were  met  by       m 

d   d 

the  concealed  foe,  who  were 

Boon  driven  from    h 

k 

le  point  of  the  bayonet  to  the 

open  woods      Here    h 
who  h,id  been  divi    d 

y  w 

each  fiank  by  the  dragoons. 

w       p 

shments.     The  enemy  could 

not  have  been  bet 

ted 

were,  from  such  a  mounted 

force  ds  Wayne  s      Th 

P 

tended  five  miles  west  of  the 

r;.er,andbehmd    h 

ans  lay  in  three  lines;     the 

krae  numbei  of  br  k 

i  tornado  rendered  the  ope- 

rations  of  the  cavalry  ^ 

fery  diflicu 

Indiana  at  the  execution  done  by  the  Long-knives  as  they  styled  the  dra 
goona,  is  scarcely  conceivable.     Although  they  fought  like  desperadoes 
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they  were  obliged  to  yield  tu  the  superior  prowess  of  the  novel  force  which 
pressed  the  eoemy  ao  closely  as  not  to  give  him  time  to  reload  his  guns. 
The  strong  adversary  was  broken,  routed  and  slain,  or  driven  two  miles, 
in  one  hour,  through  this  windfall  and  thicket,  until  they  were  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  British  garrison.  Their  killed  and  wounded  and  that 
of  their  painted  Canadian  allies  in  this  last  great  battle  in  the  north 
against  the  United  States  was  immense;  but  our  loss  was  almost  equally 
great,  particularly  in  officers.  Of  the  four  dragoon  captains,  only  one 
left  the  field  unhurt.  This  campaign  ttanquilized  the  whole  Indian  fron- 
tier from  Florida  to  the  northern  lakes.  The  Indians  were  just  on  the 
point  of  making  one  general  war,  when  this  timely,  great  and  decisive 
victory  saved  the  United  States  from  it,  as  all  the  natives  who  lived  any 
where  near  our  frontier  lines,  between  us  and  Canada  and  between  ns  and 
Spain  were  pledged  to  unite  in  concerted  action  against  our  nation. 

It  was  in  this  notable  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  or 
Maumee  on  Anguat  20,  1794,  as  a  boy  of  twenty  summers  that  Captain 
Van  Rensselaer  particularly  signalized  himself  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry, 
in  one  of  the  moat  brilliant  and  effective  charges  ever  made  against  the 
Savages  of  that  region.  While  in  the  midst  of  hard  fighting,  he  saw  by 
the  manceuvering  that  the  enemy  was  trying  to  turn  our  left  flank,  tba 
order  was  given  to  "  charge,"  and  in  that  terrible  battle,  while  in  the  act 
of  cutting  down  an  Indian  who  was  aiming  at  the  troop  from  behind  a 
tree,  he  was  shot  through  the  lungs,  being  struck  in  the  center  of  the 
breast-bone  by  a  rifle  bullet  which  passed  out  transversely  near  the  right 
shoulder.  But  with  the  blood  rushing  from  his  breast,  mouth  and  nose, 
maugre  the  dangerous  wound,  refused  to  be  dismounted  from  his  charger, 
but  maintained  his  seat  in  his  saddle  until  the  enemy  were  efiectually 
routed,  when,  and  not  tUi  then,  would  he  consent  to  be  lifted  off.  G-eneral 
Wilkinson  found  "  the  youthful  soldier,"  after  the  action,  sitting  against 
a  tree,  "  smiling  with  complacency  while  the  blood  was  ooaing  from  hia 
lungs."  The  wound  was  at  first  considered  by  the  surgeons  to  be  mortal, 
bnt  youthful  vigor  and  a  fine  constitution  enabled  him  to  reaist  the  effects 
of  the  wound  and  recover  his  health.  An  order  for  the  battle,  stained 
with  the  blood  of  the  gallant  aoldier,  was  found  in  his  breast  coat-pocket 
and  is  still  preserved  as  a  precious  relic.  Captain  Robert  Ms,  Campbell 
of  the  cavalry,  in  that  action  was  wounded  in  the  same  manner,  in  the 
first  charge.  He  bequeathed  his  sword  to  my  father  and  it  is  among  his 
effects  in  the  old  domicile. 

An  Extract  from  the  will  of  Capt.  Kobert  Ms.  Campbell, 

"  G-reen  Ville,  July  25th,  1794. 
*  *  *  "  yiy  Silver  Hilted  Sword  I  give  to  my  beloved  iriend  Capt. 
Soln.  Van  Rensselaer  in  confidence  that  ho  will  never  disgrace  it,  thia 
Sword  and  Belt  is  at  Mr.  Hunts." 

At  the  close  of  the  action,  two  litters  were  brought  out  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  two  similarly  wounded  captains  back  to  I'orfc  Deposit,  into 
one  of  which  Capt.  Campbell  was  placed ;  but  Capt.  Van  Rensselaer  re- 
fused to  be  laid  on  a  litter  to  go  from  a  victorious  battlefield.  Gi-enl. 
Wayne  said,  "  Yon  young  dog  I  how  then  are  you  going  ?"  "I  am  an 
officer  of  the  cavalry,  and  shall  go  on  horseback,"  was  the  reply.  "  You 
will  drop  by  the  way."  "  If  I  do,  just  cover  me  up  and  let  me  lie  there," 
was  the  unflinching  response  of  the  brave  soldier.  At  hia  aolieitation,  he 
was  mounted  on  his  own  charger,  and  one  of  his  dragoons  on  either  side 
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Hupported  the  suffering  officer  on  the  Lorse.  As  the  army  moved  those 
five  or  eis  miles  at  a  slow  pace,  the  gentle  action  on  his  system,  while 
going  up  and  down  hill  was  very  heneficial,  and  the  blood  or  pus  was  hy 
the  motion  thrown  up.  Thus  that  decided  refusal  to  dismount  saved  his 
life,  as  the  blood  was  prevented  from  congealing.  The  beat  surgeons  in 
the  army  attended  him  ;  we  have  their  certificates  regarding  his  dangerous 
wound,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  them  that  he  ever  recovered. 
^Neither  of  these  gentlemen  believed,  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  that  he 
could  survive,  still  each,  exerted  himself  to  afford  what  relief  might  be 
given  to  the  youthful  captain  ;  and  each  said,  after  his  recovery,  that  not 
one  of  a  thousand  lived  after  such  wounds.  They  attributed  it  entirely 
to  his  upright  position,  which  facilitated  the  escape  of  the  putrefying 
Wood,  and  the  action  imparted  by  the  motion  of  the  horse  which  kept  his 
wound  in  a  cleanly  state.  General  Wayne  directed  h^s  aid,  the  noble 
Harrison,  my  father's  early  friend,  to  have  him  carried  to  the  command- 
er's own  tent,  where  the  poor  invalid  mas  nursed  as  a  son  by  the  kind 
general  and  his  friends.  Although  Capt.  Van  Rensselaer  was  actually 
sensible  of  the  effects  of  this  severe  wound  to  bis  last  day,  yet,  he  was 
enabled  within  a  few  months  to  proceed  homeward,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  two  years  to  report  himself  again  fit  for  duty.  Poor  Captain  Campbell 
had  not  sufficient  strength  to  rally,  the  blood  clogged  on  his  breast  and 
he  "passed  away,"  on  the  route,  from  suffijcation.  Some  years  after, 
when  Dr.  John  F.  Carmichael,  surgeon  of  U.  S.  troops,  was  on  a  visit  at 
our  house,  my  father  had  ordered  a  new  pair  of  boots  which  were  brought 
home;  trying  them  on,  and  finding  them  too  tight,  he  damned  the  boots. 
My  mother  reproved  bim  for  so  doing,  when  Dr.  Carmichael,  who  was  in 
an  adjoining  room  called  out ;  "  Oh  !  my  dear  madam,  do  not  censure 
your  husband  for  using  that  word,  it  once  saved  his  life."  He  then  re- 
lated, that  when  he  in  company  with  the  other  surgeons,  Br.  Scott  and 
Dr.  Heyward,  came  to  Captain  Van  Rensselaer,  after  the  terrific  battle 
of  August  20th,  they  all  thought  him  dead.  He  had,  however,  fainted 
from  loss  of  blood ;  the  handling  of  him,  roused  him  to  consciousness. 
J    t  th  f  them  remarked,  "  this  poor  fellow  is  too  far  gone,  no 

d       to  him,"  and  were  passing  oa  to  the  other  sufferers,  when 
a      /         y       I    ss  me''  startled  them,  and  they  quickly  decided,  that 
h     pi     ky  who  had  so  much  energy,   s-hould  be  cared  for  and 

h  h  f  life.     Little  Turtle,  the  distinguished  Miami  chief, 

wh  1  d  h  I  d  n  forces,  a  few  years  subsequent  to  those  stirring  scenes. 
Id  h  I  te  B  nt  Sanders  of  Albany,  then  a  merchant  at  Detroit,  when 
conversmg  of  that  battle  and  Captain  Van  Rensselaer,  "  The  little  fellow 
had  given  him  so  much  trouble,  that  he  ordered  a  dozen  of  his  braves  to 
watch  for  him  and  shoot  him  down  ;  but  he  was  too  active  for  them,  they 
could  not  harm  him  till  just  at  the  close  of  the  action."  G  eneral  Wilkin- 
son in  his  Mi-moirs  says  :  "  This  high  minded  citizen,  soldier  and  honora- 
ble man,  made  his  noviciate  in  arms  under  my  orders,  as  a  cornet  of 
dragoons,  and  at  the  tender  age  was  distinguished  for  his  coolness  and 
intrepidity  in  action.  His  father  had  served  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  fought  and  bled  for  his  country  in  the  affair 
near  Port  Ann,  against  the  9th  British  regiment  of  infantry  in  1777;  he 
had  transfused  his  spirit  and  patriotism  into  his  son,  who  in  my  presence, 
during  the  campaign  of  1794,  fought  with  satiff  froid,  and  bled  with 
complacency.  Rising  by  regiJar  promotion  to  a  troop,  he  was  particu- 
larly noticed  by  Gtonerat  Washington,  and  raised  to  the  command  of  a 
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squadron.  The  friendships  of  those  days  were  pure  and  distintereated  ; 
and  no  small  portion  of  the  true  and  aneient  friecdships  was  ever  pre- 
served not  on!j  by  the  old  settlers  but  their  posterity." 

Copt.  Tan.  Mensselaer  to  Ideal.  Vinscher. 


My  dear  Van  Munickhousen. 


Fort  Deposit,  Aug.  22,  1794. 


Your  letter  of  the  Ist  Inst,,  was  handed  me  by  a  Miiitia  man ;  there 
were  no  letters  with  the  dispatches  for  Headquarters  for  you  or  me  from 
onr  friends  at  Albany.  I  have  been  at  a  place  where  I  might  have 
slashed  with  temporary  advantages,  had  not  a,  Kifle  Ball  from  an  Indian 
of  the  "  Charley's  "  slashed  through  my  lungs  on  the  20th  Inst.  The 
wound  is  considered  very  dangerous  by  the  Surgeons,  hut  has  not  taken 
away  appetite  or  Spirits,  nor  shall  it  till  the  last  moment.  If  you  wrilo 
home  don't  make  my  friends  at  all  uneasy  by  letting  them  know  that  I 
am  in  danger  until  there  is  a  certainty  of  its  proving  my  dissolution  ;  and 
even  then  I  do  hope  they  will  not  repine  at  my  lot,  as  I  will  die  in  the 
arms  of  victory  and  in  a  glorious  cause.  The  gallant  Campbell  is  no 
more;  perhaps  I  shall  soon  lay  with  him  in  the  grave. 

My  aged  Parents  will  grieve.  Adieu,  Adieu  my  dear  Visscher,  may 
you  be  well  and  happy  is  the  wish  (and  perhaps  the  last  one)  of  your 
.incere  friend  Soi.omob  Tab  KESSS.lAm. 

For  Lieut.  Nanning  I,  Visscher,  at  Fort  Recovery. 

The  germ  of  discipline  unfolded,  and.  the  laboring  mind  is  shown  in 
the  delicate  manner  in  which  the  suffering  soldier  speaks  of  his  services, 
and  most  zealous  in  doing  justice  to  the  merits  of  others.  General  Wayne 
who  was  well  inured  to  hardships  was  so  ill,  two  days  before  the  engager 
ment,  that  it  took  four  men  to  mount  and  dismount  him,  yet  the  brave 
old  warrior  fought  that  wonderful  battle  with  all  his  usual  energetic 
boldness,  but  received  no  thanks. 

Having  thoroughly  accomplished  his  work,  General  Wayne  returned 
with  his  army  to  Fort  Defiance,  while  the  Indians,  utterly  defeated  and 
disheartened,  retired  to  the  borders  of  Maumee  bay,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Toledo,  to  brood  over  their  misfortunes  and  ponder  upon  the  future. 
On  the  opening  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  General  Washington  in 
his  speech,  before  congress,  mentioned  Wayne's  operations  with  well 
merited  applause,  but  congress  in  their  reply,  refused  oven  to  allude  to 
them  and  no  mention  was  made  of  Wayne,  nor  of  his  meritorious  services 
by  that  body.  Next  summer  Wayne  held  a  council  with  all  the  Indians 
living  in  this  territory,  and  on  the  third  day  of  August  1795,  at  Green- 
ville, he  purchased  all  the  territory,  not  before  ceded,  within  certain  limits, 
comprehending  in  all,  about  four  fifths  of  the  present  state  of  Ohio.  The 
line  is  called  to  this  day,  the  Greenville  line. 

After  all  these  great,  splendid  and  meritorious  services  of  Genera! 
Wayne,  congress  took  no  notice  of  him.  On  his  wav  home,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  was  seized  with  the  gout,  and  died  at  a  wretched  hovei  of  an 
inn,  in  the  then  paltry  village  of  Presque  Isle,  in  December,  1796,  aged 
fifty-one  years.  He  was  buried,  at  his  own  request,  under  the  flag-slaff 
of  the  fort,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  without  a  stone  to  mark  the  spot. 
Tears  afterwards,  in  1509,  his  son  Colonel  Isaac  Wayne  accompanied  by 
a  few  of  his  old  friends  and  neighbors  conveyed  hia  bones  to  the  place  of 
bis  nativity;  in  the  Radnor  churoh-yard  in  Delaware  county.     The  Penn- 
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sjlvania  State  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  erected  over  I 
some  monument  of  white  marble  on  July  4th,  1809. 

Cwpt.  Van  Benmelaer  to  General  Wayne. 
My  Dear  Gen' :  Fort  Defiance,  August  27th,  1794. 

From  the  information  of  ray  Physician,  and  from  my  own  feelings,  I 
find  my  wound  of  such  a  nature  as  will  debar  me  for  sonie  time  of  being 
any  benefit  to  the  Service  of  my  Country. 

Therefore  as  there  is  an  opportunity  of  an  Escort,  I  beg  leave  to  request 
your  Excellency's  permission  for  leave  of  absence  till  the  return  of. my 
health,  at  which  time  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  to  execute  any  Com- 
mands your  Excellency  pleases  to  give. 

I  am  with  the  highest  Eespeot  and  Esteem 

¥our  Excellency's  Most  Obt.  &  Humi  St. 

f,     ,  ,    ,,         nr  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer. 

fteni  Anthony  Wayno. 

When  the  news  of  that  bloody  victory,  at  the  celebrated  battle  of 
August  20, 1794,  reached  London,  it  brought  to  immediate  conclusion 
the  long  protracted  negotiations  between  the  British  minister  Lord  G-ren- 
villo  and  our  representative  John  Jay,  whose  mission  there  was  to  obtain 
the  evacuation  of  the  forts,  which  England  still  held  on  the  frontier  of 
the  United  States,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1683,  Mr.  Jay  having 
brought  these  affairs  to  a  suecessful  termination,  returned  to  New  York 
in  May,  1795,  and  found  two  days  previous  to  landing,  he  had  been 
elected  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York.  This  decisive  victory  which 
had  been  productive  of  so  much  good  was  the  closing  work  of  the  revolu- 
tion. 

Copt.  Wd^  to  Gapt.  Van  Mensaelaer. 
Dear  Rensselaer :  Camp  Fort  Defiance,  Seplem'  3d,  1794. 

We  are  in  the  same  Camp  that  we  occupied  when  you  left  us  but  not 
half  so  well  off.  The  poor  pittance  of  Provision  Drawn  at  present  would 
not  keep  body  &,  soul  together,  was  it  not  for  the  Vegitables,  that  we  ob- 
tain when  Foraging  and  even  these,  we  have  to  bring  from  the  Deserted 
Towns  twelve  miles  above  our  Encampment,  up  the  River  Miami.  It 
will  be  serious  &  alarming  times,  with  ua  shoa'd  Gen,  Todd's  Escort  fail, 
&  the  prevailing  opinion  is  that  He  mil  suvek/  be  attacked.  If  He  fails, 
the  consequence  is  obvious.  The  Whole  must  move,  but  God  Knows 
inhere,  I  should  suppose  for  G-reeo  Ville.  The  Autumnal  Equinox  is  nigh 
at  hand,  &  we  may  expect  a  long  continuance  of  bad  Weather.  I  heartily 
congratulate  you  on  your  escape  from  this  inclement,  inhospitable  Country, 
but  do  moat  sincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  cause. 

Our  friend  Lieut  Smith  mends  very  fast  &  is  now  iu  Camp.  We  have 
heard  nothing  of  the  Savages  since  you  ielt  us,  which  leads  me  to  suppose, 
that  they  are  either  collecting  their  force,  to  give  us  battle  once  again,  or 
that  they  have  Drawn  off,  determined  to  force  us  from  their  Country  by 
cutting  up  our  Escorts  with  Provisions.  This  last  is  certainly  thoir 
most  effectual  mode  of  Warfare,  for  fight  us  when  &  where  they  will,  we 
shall  always  beat  them.  I  yesterday  took  out  the  Squadron,  &  ventured 
15  miles  up  the  Miami.  I  found  much  Larger  &  Higher  Cultivated 
fields  of  Corn,  potatoes,  beans,  peas,  &  Pompions,  than  those  Destroyed  on 
the  O  Glaize.  I  believe  it  is  now  Determined  that  our  Rout  will  be  up 
14 
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this  River  to  the  Manmi  Village,  where  we  are  to  fortify  &  Winter,  Ex- 
cept the  Dragoons,  who  will  I  believe  return  to  Kentucky,  &,  when  there 
I  suppose,  we  wont  cut  soiae/ooUsh  Gapers,  no  not  atall!  ,'  If  we  roach 
Kentucky  once  more,  you  shall  hear  of  some  rare  Doings,  Courting, 
GallaDting,  Balls  &  Asflemblies.  You  will  wish  to  he  with  us.  I  have 
but  little  Expectations  of  a  furlough  &  shall  therefore  not  apply.  Out 
Wounded  arc  fast  recovering  &  will  all  do  well,  Except  poor  Jones, 
L.L.D  whose  wounded  mind,  or  entrails  Laudanum  alone  can  heal.  He 
has  been  several  times  Distracted,  See  the  Effect  of  Hard  Drink  1  It 
cannot  be  long,  if  the  Savages  mean  to  fight  us  again,  before  you  will  hear 
of  a  hard  fought  field,  for  if  they  try  once  more  it  will  he  with  all  their 
allied  Strength.  Prepare  then  to  hear  of  noble  Deeds.  If  I  out  live  that 
Day,  I  think  I  may  without  fear  of  a  Denial  ask  for  a  greater  Commission 
than  I  now  hear.  Two  Epaulets  at  least,  and  then  G-irls  have  at  you  all ! 
But  as  it  is  we  must  wait  the  call  of  imperious  Commanders  &  when  we 
Do  our  Duty  well,  if  they  but  smile,  we  must  think  ourselves  overpaid 
altho  :  they  found  their  fame  upon  ovr  Merits.  There  still  exists  in  the 
Legion  the  same  Seism,  only  a  little  more  extended.  Out  of  14  swords 
of  the  Kill'd  &  wounded  only  one  can  bo  found  &  a  quantity  of  other 
Equipments  gone,  no  one  knows  how.  I  wish  to,  I  cou'd  be  oall'd  to  the 
Command  of  the  Troop  that  now  must  shortly  fall  to  my  Lott.  Our 
Horses  are  going  fast,  I  think  your  Troop  at  present  much  the  best,  hav- 
ing but  one  Horse  unfit  for  Duty,  whilst  the  Troop  that  is  to  fall  to  me 
is  twice  as  strong  &  Musters  two  Horses  Less.  The  Commander-in-Chief 
this  day  inform'd  me  that  it  wou'd  be  sometime  before  we  shou'd  make 
out  forage  returns  &  that  we  shou'd  pass  through  innumerable  Prairies  as 
we  progress'd  Bp  the  Eiver  Miami  of  the  Lakes.  I  wish  He  may  not 
have  been  wofuUy  Deceiv'd  in  his  information  for  if  wa  are  to  pass  through 
a  Country  bare  of  Grass  all  will  soon  be  over  with  bur  Horses,  I  am 
writing  without  a  Conveyance  &  am  only  preparing  for  the  first  oppor- 
tunity as  we  generally  have  but  short  notice,  shall  therefore  fold  but  not 
seal  this  as  many  things  may  turn  up  between  this  &  the  nest  Express. 
Adieu  my  Dear    fellow,  may  you  be  well  &  happy  is  the  wish  of  your 

Captain  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Green  Ville.        ''■  "^^^^'  ''^"'^' 
Lieut.  Win.  K.  Blue  to  Copt.  Yan  Jienssdaer. 
My  Dear  Capt:  Camp  near  Fort  Defiance  Sept.  6,  1794. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a  letter  to  my  father  who  I  hope 
you  &  Capt,  Slough  will  call  and  see  as  you  pass  through  Virginia.  I 
would  have  wrote  more  but  have  not  time  as  we  to  day  was  reviewed  & 
had  then  to  go  off  at  least  five  Miles  for  plunder,  it  was  nearly  run  down 
when  we  returned,  I  was  then  told  that  an  Express  was  going  to  night. 
I  beg  you  will  be  particular  in  delivering  the  letter  I  committed  to  your 
Charge  in  a  private  manner,  observing  at  the  same  time  that  you  could 
contrive  to  send  me  a  letter  privately,  and  safely  at  least  not  letting  it  be 
known  who  it  was  from. 

Silver  lace  for  a  Coat  would   be  a  good  thing  to  wear  in   Lexington 
amongst  the  Ladys.     I  am  D'  Sir  your  friend  &  most  Obt:  Svt. 
Capt.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Green  Ville.  ^'   ^*   ■^'^^^■ 
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Oa'pt.  Twfnw  to  Lieut.  Yisseker. 
Dear  Vi^oher,  Grand  Glaize,  Sept.  10th,  1794. 

From  tlie  Accounts  we  have  received  respecting  Van  I  certainly  had  a 
right  to  expect  a  line  from  you  giving  the  particulars  of  his  situation. 
Hia  friends  are  very  much  alarmed,  you  will  confer  a  particular  obligation 
to  let  u8  know  every  circumstance  concerning  him.  Give  my  friendship 
&o  to  him,  and  if  he  is  well  enough,  tell  him  I  should  be  happy  to  hear 
from  hira.  We  have  nothing  new,  we  espeot  to  move  towards  the  Miami 
Villages  in  three  days,  where  Geul.  Barber  is  to  meet  us.  The  General 
ia  sanguine  that  he  will  finish  his  business  of  the  Campaign  in  a  month 
from  this,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returns.  *  *  *  Miami  Villages 
Sept.  20,  1794,  I  am  happy  to  find  by  your  Letter  that  Van  has  so  far 
recovered  as  to  proceed  to  a  place  where  he  can  be  well  furnished  with 
necessaries  for  his  situation.  You  should  write  hira  and  endeavour  to  im- 
press him  with  a  sense  of  prudence,  otherwise  he  will  be  too  apt  to  put 
himself  forward  to  exertions  that  his  situation  will  oot  admit  of.  Campbell 
Smith  is  with  us  in  fine  spirits  and  nearly  well.  We  have  nothing  new  ex- 
cept day  before  yesterday  4  British  Deserters  came  in  who  say,  the  Indians 
are  Btil^  in  force  below  the  British  Garrison  amounting  to  about  1600 
that  they  seem  disposed  for  peace.  But  it  is  conjectured  that  before  they 
deteriuine  that,  they  will  wait  the  Issue  of  some  negotiations  McGee  is 
making  in  Canada.  I  am  in  hopes  to  see  you  in  sis  weeeks  from  this. 
We  commence  upon  the  Garrison,  tomorrow,  it  must  take  nearly  a  month 
to  make  it  tenable.  G-od  bless  jou.  Compts.  to  Drake.  Write  me  by 
every  opportunity  and  believe  me  to  be  with  sincerity.  Yours. 

Lieut.  N.  I.  T».her.  ''°»">  »'  ''"■"'"■ 

What  few  mails  reached  the  territory  were  carried  on  horseback,  and  they 
were  so  carried  until  after  the  late  war  in  1813;  in  1815  carriages  began 
to  be  used  in  conveying  the  mails  and  passengers.  There  being  no  bridges 
across  the  water  courses,  the  mails  were  not  only  often  thoroughly  wetted, 
but  the  horses  that  carried  them  were  drowned,  with  those  who  rode  them. 
Only  a  fejv  years  have  passed  away  since  such  accidents  in  Ohio  were 
common.  "  Subsequent  to  Wayne's  victory,  during  the  whole  Indian  war, 
the  settlers  in  the  infant  colony,  kept  constantly  on  the  alert,  from  four 
to  six  rangers,  who  wore  called  spies,  whose  duty  it  was,  to  scour  the 
woods  and  if  any  Indians  were  discovered  to  give  the  alarm,  a  gun  was 
then  fired  at  the  fort,  and  every  person  hastened  into  the  garrison." 

The  following  letter  was  received  at  Philadelphia  on  November  8th. 

SiUian  K.  Van  Menaadaer  to  C'mpt.  Tan  Bgntsdaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany,  Oct.  20th,  1794. 

Your  favor  dated  at  Port  Recovery  the  10  July  and  the  other  dated 
Aug.  25,  are  both  before  me.  As  your  recent  wound  is  a  oircamstanee  I 
fee!  myself  so  much  interested  in  I  will  refer  only  to  the  last  letter.  I 
know  you  was  aware  of  the  danger  a  military  life  would  subject  you  to, 
but  confident  that  unless  you  accepted  your  commission  happiness  could 
not  be  yours,  thus  oiroumstaneed  you  made  your  election.  I  must  confess 
it  was  what  I  highly  approved  of,  und  I  sincerely  hope  it  is  what  you  may 
have  no  reason  to  regret,  epeu  under  your  present  dangerous  wound;  for 
should  your  dissolntion  be  the  result  of  it,  you  certainly  have  acquired 
more  glory  at  your  time  of  life  than  numbers  of  Generate  have  found  in 
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half  a  Century,  added  to  the  service  you  have  rendered  your  Country. 
This,  Sir,  will  preserve  your  reputation  and  you  will  live  heyond  the  grave, 
therefore  exert  your  usual  fortitude,  and  show  human  wisdom  in  not,  re- 
pining at  what  you  cannot  help.  In  this  Country  as  in  all  other  civilized 
Grovernroenta,  the  Military  profession  is  the  true  way  to  reputation  which 
is  generally  accompanied  by  Wealth ;  that  you  may  enjoy  both,  to,  the 
bounds  of  your  wishes,  no  person  is  more  anxious  about  than  your  uncle. 
Should  you  survive  your  wound,  and  not  disabled,  I  think  a  Majoriti/  will 
follow,  and  after  that  all  is  paved  &o.  Your  friends  are  all  very  solicitous 
about  hearing  from  you,  and  you  will  do  well  to  drop  a  line  often.  Even 
Judge  Yates  appeared  as  desirous  to  hear  of  your  fate  as  well  as  all  those 
who  knew  you,  equal  with  your  friends.  And  I  pray  you  may  reap  laurels 
in  the  field  in  abundance  without  loss  of  any  more  blood. 

I  believe  this  Campaign  will  settle  all,  either  John  Jay  will  settle  by 
Degotiation,  or  formal  War  will  be  proclaimed,  and  the  fountain  head 
Lower  (7an.o(/<i  will  he  formidably  attacked,  and  the  nature  of  your  service 
will  be  altered.  We  find  the  French  still  continue  drubbing  the  Allies 
or  combined  powers,  and  this  will  do  every  purpose  for  us.  Mr.  Henry 
Cujlor  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  supposed  dead,  is  now  actually  a  prisoner 
in  France,  and  was  one  out  of  two  saved  iu  a  large  Garrison  ;  his  parents 
and  family  were  all  in  monrning  and  weeds.  Mr.  John  Visseher  [father 
of  Lieut.  N.  I.  Visseher],  is  still  alive,  and  we  all  pray  that  the  news  of 
your  death,  which  we  have  heard,  will  be  a  foreboding  that  you  are  now 
alive,  and  recovering  very  fast.  I  assure  you  our  Paps-knee  and  Green 
Bush  lads  cut  no  small  figure  in  the  conflicting  scenes  in  Europe  and 
America.  Friends  are  all  well.  Your  brother  Killian  [Lieut,  in  the  Navy] 
has  sailed  for  Holland.  My  eldest  son  John  S.  is  a  counterpart  to  you, 
and  I  hope  to  see  him  under  your  Command  and  direction  in  the  Army 
as  I  used  to  have  you  in  my  office.  Joseph  Yates  has  declined  serving  in 
the  Army,  and  chooses  to  fight  by  prosy  as  Militia  men  often  do.  Greet 
Visseher  and  tell  him  I  have  not  with-held  my  interest  to  either  of  your 
promotions,  and  that  I  will  continue  to  do  all  I  can.  Tell  him  I  was  glad 
to  hear  he  was  out  the  fighting  department,  least  he  might  have  been 
complimented  with  a  ball,  and  been  made  to  salute  the  ground  with  an 
ill  grace.  Our  city  is  altered  very  much,  and  I  assure  you  very  elegant 
houses  have  arose  out  of  the  late  flames.  I  hope  you  will  not  be  too  ven- 
turesome and  mis-give  too  much  either  in  exercise,  duty  or  anything  else 
before  your  health  is  restored.  N.B.  Old  black  Oreda  dropped  a  tear 
for  you.     Pray  what  occasions  all  the  Duels  in  your  army  ?  *  *  * 

Your  Aunt  joins  with  me  in  wishing  you  a  speedy  recovery. 
Yours  &e.. 


Captain  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 
Light  Dragoons,  Fort  Recovery,  Ohio. 


K.  K,  Van  Kensselaee. 
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European  Trip  in  1795. 

Lieut.  Yisseher  to  Ga/pi.  Fan  Bensmlaer, 
My  dear  Van,  Fort  Recovery  the  18th  of  Not'.,  1794. 

Since  your  departure  from  this  I  have  oolj  been  favored  with  one 
Letter  from  you  dat«d' Lexington  one  day  previous  to  your  leaving  that. 
After  your  departure  from  this,  and  after  deeply  ruminating  on  the 
different  situations  in  which  we  are  placed  for  the  ensuing  winter, 
it  recalls  to  my  memory  with  the  most  poignant  regret  how  happy  you 
must  inevitably  pass  the  time,  whilst  I  am  doomed  to  contemplate 
amongst  the  sylvan  shades.  I  do  not  regret  the  happiness  you  will 
experience,  but  that  I  am  not  permitted  to  participate  with  you.  But 
aias !  it  appears  tliat  I  must  content  myself  with  the  little  limits  of  a 
Garrison,  secluded  from  the  society  I  will  ever  hold  dear.  How  oft,  in 
the  dear  and  heartfelt  enjoyments  of  my  Melancholy  walks,  have  yon 
Romantic  groves  witnessed  my  narrative  of  love ;  and  when  the  drear 
night  appears,  I  retire  to  my  Room,  where  in  a  state  of  chaos,  the 
thoughts  of  home,  and  a  thousand  other  things  rush  on  my  mind  like  a 
torrent.  I  generally  take  up  Thompson's  description  of  a  Winter  Season 
or  some  other  book,  on  which  I  muse  til!  sleep  overcomes  me.  Then  I 
am  apt  to  cry  with  Sancho  "  A  blessing  on  his  heart  who  first  invented 
sleep."  On  looking  back,  I  find  that  I  have  been  going  on  like  a  person 
in  love,  do  escuse  me,  however  improper  it  may  be  for  the  pen  of  a  Sol- 
dier, it  flows  unstudied  from  the  effusions  of  a  heart  too  susceptible  of 
such  foibles.  Let  me  then  rouse  from  this  indignation,  and  proceed  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Army,  on  which  I  shall  expatiate  but  very  auperfioially, 
not  that  in  my  opinion  saoh  information  wonld  not  be  interesting  to  you, 
bat  nothing  material  has  happened  since  your  departure.  Save  the  death 
of  our  worthy  Contractor  Mr.  Eobery  Elliott,  and  Lieut.  Isaac  Pleasant 
Younghusbandj  the  former  was  killed  near  Fort  Hamilton,  by  the 
Indians ;  and  the  latter  (as  you  may  have  long  since  predicted)  died  at 
Fort  Jefferson.  Those  Gent"  1  dare  say  will  be  much  regretted  by  you, 
the  one  for  his  benevolence  and  amiable  disposition;  and  the  other,  for 
his  peculiar  abilities  which  would  have  recommended  him  in  any  part  of 
the  world.  I  however  trust  that  the  Kentle  breezes  of  the  Western  Ter- 
ritory have  been  strong  enough  to  wail  their  souls  to  Heaven,  enough  of 
this  subject.  The  Army  arrived  at  Greeneville  about  the  3rd  lust  after 
erecting  (exclusively  of  the  Garrisons  in  which  you  have  been  a  sharer) 
a  large  and  strong  one  at  the  Conjunction  of  St.  Joseph's  and  Miame 
Rivers.  To  the  Command  of  this  Garrison  was  left  Colonel  Hamtramek 
with  six  Companies,  vizt  Captains  Porter,  Kingsbury,  Sparks,  Preston, 
Groaton  and  Reeds.  The  Garrison  is  named  in  honor  of  his  Excellency 
"  Fort  Wayne." 

I  have  just  heard  of  the  resignations  of  Major  Hews,  Ensigns  Damger- 
field  and  Thomas  Lewis  ;  several  others  are  talked  of  but  with  what  cer- 
tainty I  cannot  tell.    There  are  now  betweeo  me  and  a  Captaincy  only 
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four  Officers,  after  they  are  out  of  the  way  1  shall  enjoy  a  tranquil  mind. 
Before  this  I  expect  joa  have  reached  Albany,  and,  by  thia  time  you  must 
have  dispatched  a  Letter  to  me,  giving  me  the  parliculars  of  your  arrival 
at  that  place,  what  reception  you  met  with  by  our  Dutch  country  men, 
not  a  very  hospitable  one,  I  dare  say,  for  the  Character  given  them  by 
Historians  does  not  give  them  a  vast  deal  of  eulogy.  Nov.  26th.  After 
a  considerable  lapse  of  time,  I  again  resume  my  pen.  The  prospects  of 
my  visiting  the  plaoe  of  my  nativity,  are  not  so  gloomy  at  present  as  I 
have  stated  them  in  the  former  part  of  this  Letter,  we  have  received  in- 
telligence from  Greeneville  that  we  are  to  be  relieved  shortly.  Then  I 
think  it  probable  that  I  shall  be  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  settle  my  accounts. 
It  strikes  me  most  seriously  that  I  shall  return  home  without  ever  having 
heard  the  noise  of  guns :  thia  however  cannot  throw  an  odium  on  me. 
Yet  I  doubt  not,  but  I  would  stand  higher  in  the  opinion  of  the  Million 
for  having  barely  heard  the  noise  of  guns  in  an  Action,  Tho'  this  seati- 
ment  is  no  more  than  the  dust  in  the  balance  with  men  of  real  judgment 
who  form  a  true  estimate  of  the  meritorious.  I  again  resume  my  sad 
narrative.  Pray  how  did  you  find  my  poor  Father  1  I  hope  his  imbecility 
of  body,  and  the  troubles  of  his  mind  are  somewhat  alleviated,  alas  I  what 
a  gloomy  visitor  is  subject  to  my  memory,  how  oft  in  some  of  my 
melancholy  moments,  do  the  thoughts  of  him  steal  from  me  unobserved 
a  pathetic  tear,  and  when  I  draw  a  similitude  between  his  present  and 
his  former  situation,  I  am  like  Niobe  all  tears.  I  find  I  am  yet  in  a 
melancholy  str^n.  I  must  omit  concluding  this  till  some  convivial  moment 
seizes  me.  Adieu  for  the  present.  But  again  my  dear  Van,,  before  I  close, 
let  me  remind  you  of  a  circumstance  which  you  are  not  a  stranger  to,  I 
mean,  the  important  article  of  k  nowledge,  if  1  may  so  call  it.  Your  rank 
in  the  Army  and  your  prospects  of  preferment  are  great ;  it  therefore 
becomes  you  to  devote  many  of  youc  leisure  moments  to  the  attainment 
of  useful  knowledge. 

This  Letter  I  have  penned  at  different  times  merely  as  the  ideas  revolved 
in  my  mind,  any   inaccuracies   I  may  have  fallen   into,  you  will  I  hope 

Mention  me  friendly  to  your  Father,  and  so  on,  Ad  infiuitum,  to  the 
whole  family,  and  to  all  your  relatives  that  inquire  after  me.  Write  me 
frequently,  the  postage  of  Letters  you  know  is  no  consideration  to  me. 
God  bless  you  in  al!  your  worthy  pursuits.  ^^  ^  VrssrHTsR 

Oapt.  Solomon  Van  Kensseiaer.  ^-  *-  ^J^^™™. 

Green  Bush,  near  Albany,  State  of  New  York. 

Fort  Wayne  was  completed  on  October  22d|  and  was  immediately  garri- 
soned with  infantry  and  artillery, under  Colonel  John.  F.  Hamtramck,  a 
most  faithful  and  usei'ul  officer.  Col.  Hamtramck  was  one  of  the  honored 
few,  named  by  General  Wayne,  in  his  dispatch  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
whoseservicesdemandedspecialmention,viz:"  Wilkinson  and  Hamtramck; 
his  aids-de-oamp,  DeButt,  Lewis,  and  Harrison  ;  Mills,  Covington ;  of  the 
cavalry,  Webb,  Slough,  Prior,  Smith,  Van  Kensseiaer,  Rawlins,  McKen- 
ney,  Brook,  and  Duncan.  After  Fort  Wayne  was  completed,  the  remain- 
der of  the  troops  left,  some  for  Fort  Washington,  to  be  discharged  from 
the  service,  and  the  others  for  Fort  Greenville,  where  Wayne  made  his 
head  quarters  for  the  winter. 
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Lieut.  John  Pose^  to  Ga/pt,  Van  Eensselaer. 
M,De„0.pt.b,  G,.en  Villa,  No,.  27,  1794. 

I  have  uow  set  down  again  with  a  view  of  giving  you  the  news  of  our 
Little  Army,  I  make  no  doubt  but  before  you  left  the  Country  you  heard 
of  our  safe  arrival  at  the  Miami  Villaf^es  after  a  march  of  3  Days  &  with- 
out so  much  as  hearing  or  seeing  of  the  Enemy.  Indeed  the  only  diffi- 
culty that  we  labored  under  during  our  progress  was  the  extreme  inability 
and  deffioiency  of  Pack-Horses  to  Transport  our  Baggage  and  I  believe 
the  loss  of  those  kind  of  animals  was  considerable  and  a  means  of  retarding 
our  March  in  a  great  degree,  and  with  pain  do  I  add  that  several  of  our 
Dragoon  Horses  were  obliged  to  be  left  on  the  Road.  On  the  18th  Genl, 
Barbey  arrived  with  a  large  Supply  of  Provisions  which  enabled  the  Poor 
Hungart/  Soldier  once  more  to  Draw  his  whole  Ration.  On  the  21st  the 
foundation  of  a  Large  fortification  was  laid  (August  21)  &  Nature  never 
formed  a  more  Beautiful  Spot  for  the  purpose,  a  high  &,  commanding  sit- 
uation on  the  south  side  of  the  Miami  and  immediately  at  the  Confluence 
of  the  Rivers  St.  Marie  &  St.  Joseph  which  form  the  Miami.  "This  River 
affords  an  abundance  of  Fish  and  wild  Fowl.  This  was  formerly  the 
Grand  £lmporium  of  the  Western  Savages  but  were  obliged  to  withdraw 
in  eonaequenoe  of  the  approach  of  old  G-enl.  Harmar  who  destroyed  their 
Towns  some  years  ago  in  the  eseciition  of  which  several  Brave  Heroes 
fell.  Here  we  remained  for  the  space  of  one  Month,  in  which  a  large  & 
strong  fortifioatioQ  was  erected,  called  after  Our  Old  Chief,  Fort  Wayne, 
Garrisoned  by  old  Col.  Hamtramak  and  four  Companies  two  of  which  are 
Rifle,  one  Artillery  &  the  other  light  infantry  Tl  e  o  was  a  mall  Fleet 
fitted  out  a  fiew  Days  before  we  left  it  conaistin  of  one  la  ^e  Kentucky 
Boat,  one  Skiff  and  one  Canoe,  for  the  Means  of  tran  po  t  nj.  Provisions 
from  thonce  to  Fort  Defiance.  A  fiew  Days  also  b  t  e  we  marched  the 
French  Prisoner,  Lassell,  that  we  took  in  the  Act  o  was  Ransomed  by 
His  Brother,  who  brought  in  three  Prisoners  n  eschan^e  f  Him,  two 
of  whom  were  men  who  had  been  taken  in  poor  Lowry  s  Defeat.  [Lieut 
Lowry  and  fonrteen  men  were  killed  by  Little  Turtle  near  Fort  St.  Clair 
on  October  23d.]  The  third  was  a  small  girl  that  had  been  taken  from 
the  frontiers  of  Kentucky.  Some  time  subsequent  to  this  the  Volunteers 
were  discharged,  poor  fellows  !  I  believe  they  were  Heartily  tired  of  the 
Campaigning ;  a  number  of  them  died  at  Green  Ville  Prior  to  their  being 
discharged  who  had  (from,  I  believe  a  Cowardly  disposition)  been  left  at 
that  Place,  and  not  accustomed  to  the  many  Hardships  &  fatigues  of  a 
Soldier's  life  took  sick  and  died  for  Spite.  Well,  on  the  l7th  of  October 
a  Signal  from  the  Park  accompanied  by  the  Beat  of  the  Genl.,  bid  us  Strike 
our  Tents  and  prepare  for  a  Move  we  knew  not  whither.  *  *  *  Here 
we  learnt  that  the  Old  Ooek  had  the  Old  Picque  Towns  in  view  as  he  had 
aome  reasons  to  expect  a  Bickering  at  this  point.  *  *  *  However 
after  a  disagreeable  March  of  4  days  we  arrived  late  in  the  evening.  *  *  * 
After  halting  a  day  we  renewed  our  March  and  after  a  most  tedius  &  ex- 
tremly  disagreeable  journey  through  the  D  —  dist  Swamps  in  the  world 
we  arrived  safe  and  sound  at  Greenville,  where  we  expect  to  remain  all 
winter.  There  is  no  end  to  the  Toils,  privations  and  dangers  that  we  have 
to  encounter  in  these  Western  Wilds.  *  +  *  Since  the  Death  of  our 
dear  friend  Campbell  we  are  like  a  flock  of  lost  sheep.  Capts.  Taylor,  Webb, 
and  Jones  are  at  Fort  Hamilton  shouldering  their  Firelocks.     Webb  dont 
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swave  at  all  I  suppose,  0  no  !  not  at  all-     Major  Winston  is  at  Lexington 

on  his  Death  Bod.     *     *     *     Adieu  mj  dear  Captain  &  may  Heaven  be 

Propitious  to  jou  is  the  Prayer  of  jour  sincere  &  affectionate  friend 

n     1  a  1    ir      t>  i  John  Posey  Cornet. 

Capt.  Sol.  VaQ  Rensselaer. 

Soberf  8.  Van  Bensselaer  to  Col.  Philip  Van  Benssdaer. 
Dear  Papa,  New  York  Dec  2,  1794. 

I  arrived  here  safe  from  Philadelphia  on  Saturday,  having  remained 
there  two  days  longer  than  I  intended,  dancing  attendance  on  Mr.  Aaron 
Burr  and  Madison.  I  breakfasted  with  Mr.  Burr  on  Thursday  previous 
to  my  leaving  Philadelphia,  he  gave  me  two  letters  to  N.  York  for  Mr. 
David  Gelaton  and  Col.  William  S.  Smith,  who  both  very  politely  invited 
me  to  come  and  see  them,  and  they  would  give  me  letters  to  their  frienda 
in  Amsterdam. 

Mr  Smith  I  am  to  spend  this  evening  with,  and  to  wait  on  Mr  Gelston 
for  his  letters,  having  informed  them  I  intended  to  sail  from  Philadelphia, 
and  to  leave  this  to-morrow.  This,  however,  will  not  take  place;  the 
Captain  of  the  Ship  I  intended  to  have  sailed  in,  has  had  the  candor  to 
inform  me  (although  possitive  orders  from  the  Owners  to  the  contrary) 
that,  although  she  clears  out  for  Hamburg,  should  there  be  but  few  Crui- 
sers in  the  Channel,  she  will  go  to  France.  This  no  doubt  to  you  as  well 
as  myself  is  pleasing  intelligence.  I  will  write  to  Mr.  Burr,  to  direct  his 
letters  to  me  at  Now  York,  and  also  to  Madison,  requesting  him  to  forward 
his  immediately  for  this  place.  Doctor  John  H.  Livingston  will  be  of 
great  service  to  me,  more  then  I  had  reason  to  expect ;  he  gives  me  letters 
to  Several  of  his  most  in ti mat* acquaintances  while  he  resided  in  Holland 
and  correspondents  in  that  place.  I  was  obliged  to  inform  him  I  intended 
to  take  the  tour  through  Europe  before  I  returned,  as  he  was  very  inquisi- 
tive to  know  my  particular  business  in  Amsterdam. 

He  gives  me  a  letter  to  Anthony  Van  Rensselaer  and  also  Jan  Jacob 
Van  Rensselaer  both  he  corresponds  with.  Mr  Ray  I  dined  with  on 
Sunday  and  he  also  is  to  furnish  me  with  a  letter  or  two.  Mr,  Varick 
wrote  by  the  First  Stage  on  his  receiving  your  letter,  to  what  accident  it 
is  owing  we  did  not  receive  it  I  cannot  tell.  The  post-masters  on  the 
road,  were  very  careless  indeed  on  opening  the  Mail,  throwing  the  letters 
on  the  floor  in  the  same  room  we  were  in.  I  have  Visited  Capt.  Anthony 
Rutgers,  gave  the  letter  I  had  for  him  and  at  the  same  time  told  him  who 
I  was.  He  very  cordially  took  me  by  the  hand  and  told  me  any  thing  in 
his  power,  he  could  do  for  me  he  would,  being  very  well  acquainted  with 
you.  He  say*  he  will  not  only  give  me  letters  himself,  but  see  and  get 
several  from  the  House  of  Jacob  Leroy  &  Co.  and  other  friends.  He  has 
advised  me  to  Sail  tor  London  (it  being  only  90  miles  from  Amsterdam 
and  Packets  sail  trom  theie  almost  every  day)  on  board  the  Ship  Sampson, 
Capt :  John  Smith,  who  is  an  American,  and  the  Ship  an  American  bot- 
toui  and  a  constant  trader,  and  whom  he  can  particularly  recommend  to 
me  as  a  good  Ship  and  a  very  agreeable  Captain.  On  board  this  Ship, 
Greenleave  is  to  sail  for  London  on  his  way  to  Amsterdam,  having  given 
up  the  Idea  of  sailing  in  the  Ship  he  has  chartered  at  Philadelphia  :  and 
also  two  or  three  more  passengers  together  with  myself.  The  Governor 
[George  Clinton]  promises  me  letters  and  gives  me  a  Certificate  certifying 
my  Citizenship  and  a  particular  recommendation  besides.  This  Ship  will  not 
Sail  in  less  than  a  month  from  this,  but  then  certainly,  the  Captain  says  per- 
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Laps  a  few  days  Sooner,  shail  write  yonpattieiilarly  in  the  course  of  this  week, 
when  will  certainly  Sail.  I  have  inquired  at  every  place  for  Hides,  but  those 
who  have  advertised  them  for  sale,  have  Sold  all  they  have  immediately  on 
landing ;  they  all  expect  a  large  quantity  in  with  the  first  Vessels  and 
then  I  may  have  the  refusal  of  any  quantity  I  like.  Those  that  have  had, 
sold  at  Wd.  pr  H.  I  have  inclosed  a  number  of  papers  and  Accounts 
which  I  wish  you  to  save  for  me.  There  being  no  more  accounts  Papa 
will  want  to  Settle  with  the  Heirs  of  A.  Pennel.  Your  Account  is  among 
the  number  drawn  from  the  books  before  I  left  Cherry  Hill.  With  respect 
to  Fennel's  affairs,  I  shall  write  at  another  time,  as  also  a  Power  of  Attor- 
ney and  other  little  trifles.  My  best  love  and  compliments  to  all  friends  — 
brothers  and  sisters,  but  particularly  Mama,  am  extremely  obliged  to  her 
for  her  letter.  I  received  yours  on  my  return  and  which  through  the 
Grace  of  Divine  Providence  I  mean  strictly  to  abide  by.  Confident  that 
under  his  protection  any  misfortunes  I  am  liable  to,  and  which  may  hap- 
pen, will  come  easy  and  lightly  if  not  forsaken  by  him  and  for  whose  pro- 
tection I  most  fervently  pray.  I  remain  dear  Papa  your  dutiful  Son  and 
Sincere  friend.  Eobt.  S.  Van  EENasELAER, 

Philip  Van  Kensselaer,  Esqr.,  Cherry  Hili,  Albany. 

At  this  time  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  had  suffered  much  by 
the  constant  depredations  of  French  cruisers  and  the  mercantile  classes 
were  greatly  exasperated,  as  at  one  time  no  less  than  sixty  privateers  were 
a  prey  on  American  traffic. 

Robevt  8.  Van  Bensselaer  to  his  Sister. 
Dear  Arriett :  London,  February  25,  1795. 

The  singular  pleasure  I  have  in  advising  you  and  my  friends  of  my 
safe  arrival,  and  the  dangerous  storms  we  have  experienced  in  our  voyage, 
an  account  of  which  I  shall  give  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  the  passage 
being  too  rough  to  keep  a  daily  aooonnt  of  events  during  our  crossing  the 
Atlantic.  We  loft  New  York  with  a  fine,  fair  wind,  and  by  evening  lost 
sight  of  the  land,  the  nest  day  we  had  a  fine  pleasant  breeze  and  a  Clear 
Sky  and  I  began  to  be  a  little  sea-sick.  Nothing  materia!  happened,  a 
glorious  prospect  before  us,  all  water  and  every  moment  sailing  further 
from  land.  On  the  fourth  day  my  Sickness  had  arrived  at  its  greatest 
bight,  and  although  it  was  fine,  pleasant  weather  and  fair  Wind,  I  wished 
myself  on  land  having  scarcely  eaten  a  mouthful  for  the  first  four  days. 
Capt.  Smith  was  exceedingly  attentive  and  obliging  to  me  and  endeavored 
to  console  and  make  me  cheerful,  which  was  not  in  the  power  of  man.,  for 
I  was  very  sick  indeed ;  on  the  fifth  I  began  to  grow  cheerful  and  re- 
cruited fast  owing  to  the  great  attention  I  experienced  from  the  Capt. 
The  Ist  of  January  the  Mate  descryed  a  Vessel  in  chase  of  us  which 
alarmed  ns  a  little  and  more  particularly  some  of  the  passengers  who  were 
Englishmen  and  dreaded  the  Idea  of  a  French  Privateer,  In  the  after- 
noon our  fears  were  dispelled  for  about  three  o'clock,  she  came  up  with 
us,  it  proved  a  Hudson  Brig  out  fifty  days  and  had  been  a  fortnight  on 
Short  allowance  of  provisions.  The  Capt.  supplied  them  amply  and  at 
nigbt  we  lost  sight  of  them,  they  were  bound  for  New  York,  our  Captain 
wrote  by  her,  but  I  was  then  yet  not  a  sufficient  sailor  or  quite  well 
enough  to  write.  On  the  Seventh  day  out,  we  struck  soundings  on  the 
Banks  of  New  Foundland  in  forty  fathoms  water  ;  this  was  highly  flatter- 
15 
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ing  as  we  were  then  better  than  one-third  of  our  passage,  all  in  high 
spirits  and  in  great  hopes  of  making  land  in  13  days.  The  winds  still 
favorahle  and  plenty,  so  as  to  admit  our  carrying  all  the  Sails  she  had. 
On  the  ninth  day  about  twelve  at  night,  all  our  fine  hopes  and  prospects 
vanished ;  the  wind  began  to  blow  from  another  quarter  directly  ahead 
and  increased  very  fast.  In  the  morning  when  we  arose,  there  was  quite 
a  gale  and  we  were  obhged  to  sail  before  it,  although  contrary  to  our 
course,  only  with  one  sail  set.  On  the  January  14th,  the  Capt.  gave 
orders  for  them  to  come  to,  and  tried  to  weather  the  Storm  which  stili 
increased.  (They  have  a  peculiar  method  of  doing  this,  the  Vessel  lay- 
ing broadside  to  the  wind  and  not  going  above  two  miles  an  hour,  in  the 
hardest  gale  it  will  admit  of  their  doing  this.)  It  was  attended  with  quite 
serious  consequences ;  we  had  not  been  in  this  Situation  tossing  mount* 
ains  high,  above  three  hours  before  our  Camboose,  kettles,  frying-pans  and 
chief  of  our  cooking  utensils ;  our  pigs ;  a  sheep ;  and  the  Quarter-railing 
were  swept  overboard  into  the  sea.  Fortunately  at  this  time  our  Seamen 
were  in  the  Steerage  and  the  helm  lashed,  which  preserved  their  lives, 
for  had  they  been  on  deck  they  must  have  been  washed  overboard.  This 
was  not  a  very  pleasing  prospect,  the  Steerage  was  half  filled  with  water, 
and  the  men  in  it  thinking  the  ship  foundering.  We  in  the  Cabin  were 
not  much  bett«r  off,  for  the  Sea  broke  in  the  Sky  light,  and  for  a  minut« 
rushed  like  a  torrent  down  into  the  cabin.  This  startled  even  the  Captain, 
who  declared  in  crossing  the  Atlantic  for  fifty  times,  he  had  never  expe- 
rienced such  severe  weather.  The  men  were  obliged  to  be  lashed  to  the 
pump,  and  pump  regularly  every  hour,  dreadful  times  I  and  no  great 
prospect  of  better,  for  on  the  25th,  we  fell  in  with  a  Ship  newly  wrecked. 
The  Capt,  supposed  she  had  been  lost  in  the  present  storm  as  all  her 
Jnaste  were  cut  away  and  not  a  soul  on  board.  The  wind  had  somewhat 
abated  and  we  could  remain  on  deck  to  behold  this  dreadful  sight,  for  it 
was  the  most  trying  one,  I  ever  experienced.  In  the  Situation  we  were 
in  ourselves  fortunately  it  was  not  our  lot,  but  a  number  of  Vessels  were 
lost  in  this  gale  which  continued  for  a  number  of  days.  On  the  26th  we 
had  once  more  flattering  and  pleasing  prospects ;  our  danger  forgotten, 
having  a  fine,  brisk  wind  in  our  favor,  and  praising  our  good  fortune  in 
the  escape  of  the  last  tremendous  Storm.  The  29th  the  wind  changed 
Suddenly  and  blew  very  hard  though  not  directly  averse ;  the  sky  seemed 
lowering,  and  we  were  visited  with  plenty  of  faUing  water  while  at  the 
same  time  wind  increasing  and  every  sailor  employed  taking  in  sail;  a 
heavy  sea  and  high  winds  with  rain  continued  with  nothing  remarkable 
until  the  1st  February  when  to  our  great  joy,  surprise  and  pleasure,  the 
Mate  discovered  the  Soilly  Light  House,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
which  is  about  three  hundred  miles  from  the  Downs,  We  all  went  upon 
deck  and  with  eager  eyes  gazed  on  the  glorious  light  which  appeared  be- 
fore us  and  for  once  the  gods  favored  us,  having  now  a  fine  clear  moon 
shining  night,  with  gentle  winds  to  glide  us  slowly  to  our  long  wished  for 
port,  and  on  the  2nd,  we  discovered  land  which  exhilarated  us  still  more. 
The  day  was  very  fine  and  in  view  upward  of  three  thousand  Sail  of 
different  Vessels  large  and  small  being  now  in  the  British  Channel. 

On  the  fourth  of  February  we  hove  to,  after  a  passage  of  41  days,  op- 
posite a  small  villainous  sea-port  town  named  Deal,  where  to  our  great 
joy  we  landed  and  took  difi'erent  routs  for  this  City.  The  first  night  I 
put  up  at  a  place  called  Sittingbourn,  a  pleasant  country  village  and  an 
excellent  Inn  where  we  put  up  at;  fortunately  for  us  wo  arrived  before 
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dark,  for  a  gentleman  who  left  Deal  before  us,  but  dined  on  the  road,  was 
robbed  of  his  money  and  watch  before  he  could  get  to  us  at  Sittiogburn, 
it  being  about  8  o'clock  when  he  arrived.  On  the  5th  I  arrived  here 
after  being  once  upset  and  thrown  out.  of  the  poet  chaise,  without  any 
accident  or  hurting  myself  in  the  fall,  although  one  G-entleman  who  hap- 
pened to  sit  on  the  side  the  carriage  fell,  was  a  little  bruised.  We  put 
up  at  the  Eagle  in  the  Strand,  it  being  about  seven  o'clock  when  we  ar- 
rived owing  to  the  roads  being  very  bad,  and  in  the  City  so  heaped  up 
with  mud  and  snow  as  to  render  them  almost  impassable.  A  descriptioa 
of  the  Country  and  some  part  of  this  place  I  shall  give  yoa,  at  another 
time.  M''  Smith  when  he  sails,  is  the  gentleman  who  takes  this,  goes  to 
Gravesend  this  afternoon  to  embark  for  that  delightful  Country  where 
peace,  liberty  and  plenty  resides  without  the  grievance  of  taxing  windows, 
powdered  heads  &c.  My  best  Love  to  all  friends  who  enquire  after  me. 
I  conclude  dear  Sister,  your  affectionate  brother  til!  death. 

Robert  8.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Miss  Arriett  Van  Rensselaer,  Cherry  Hill,  Albany  N,  Y. 

SnbntS   VjnBcii,mlaertohi»Ststi.r 
Dear  Arnett,  London  26th  Feby,  1795. 

In  comine;  to  this  City  we  pa^ied  a  number  of  Country  Seats  and 
Villages,  none  of  moie  note  or  Ele^tnce  than  the  G-reenwioh  Hospital, 
which  is  situated  on  a  beautiful  eminence  surrounded  with  a  fine  brick 
wail  and  a  number  of  Trees,  tiom  this  Hospital  to  the  City  are  a  number 
of  Villages,  the  houses  are  so  closely  connected  that  a  stranger  would 
suppose  himself  ia  the  City  which  is  at  least  six  miles  distant.  The 
buildings  in  general  are  very  ancient,  mostly  three  stories,  some  four  and 
five  ;  all  have  a  heavy  smoky  appearance,  they  look  quite  black  and  very 
much  in  want  of  paint.  The  City  streets  are  all  well  paved,  but  narrow, 
dirty,  almost,  at  times,  impassable.  Mrs.  John  C.  Church  [a  daughter 
of  Gen.  Schuyler]  is  uncommonly  polite  and  attentive  to  me,  has  given 
me  an  offer  which  I  sometimes  embrace  of,  going  to  the  Drury-Iane 
Theatre  whenever  I  feel  disposed,  they  have  a  private  Box.  This  evening 
I  am  going  with  her  ladyship  and  Miss  Churoh,  who  ia  a  fine  handsome 
girl,  but  not  till  the  play  is  half  over,  it  being  unfashionable  going  before. 
Drury-lane  is  one  of  the  finest  buildings  of  the  kind  I  ever  beheld.  Time 
will  not  at  present  admit  my  giving  you  a  full  description  of  it,  but  I 
shall  shortly,  it  contains  the  small  number  of  five  thousand  people  and  I 
have  seen  it  several  times  so  filled  that  they  sent  several  persona  into  the 
Pit,  so  as  to  make  room  for  others.  Next  week  I  embark  for  Holland, 
.  there  is  now  a  truee  in  this  City  who  come  to  demand  their  Vessels,  and 
if  it  is  possible  to  get  under  thoir  care,  I  shall  do  it,  they  being  the  only 
people  I  can  get  to  Holland  with  in  a  decent  way.  Direct  letters  for  me 
to  the  Care  of  Messrs  Phyn  Ellere  &  Englis,  Merchants,  Mark  lane, 
London.  Hon.  Mr.  Church  wished  me  to  change  my  quarters  to  his  end 
of  the  town,  I  being  distant  from  him  about  three  miles,  which  is  the 
Court  end,  and  there  reside  all  men  of  quality  or  Lords,  as  you  please, 
with  whom  as  a  consequence  I  should  have  been  introduced  and  visited. 
But  this,  I  think,  I  most  judiciously  thanked  him  for,  informing  him, 
my  business  called  me  near  the  Exchange,  where  all  men  of  business  meet 
at  one  o'clock  till  four.  I  also  consulted  my  purse  in  this  determination, 
for  had  I  gone,  I  might  in  a  few  days  have  sung  to  a  tune  I  should  have 
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been  obliged  to  set  myself,  Ob  !  my  Guineas;  my  Guineas  &e.,  the  family 
are  all  in  good  health  and  desired  to  be  remembered  to  all  at  Cherry  Hill. 

I  am  heartily  Sick  of  this  noisy,  unheaUby,  hustling  City,  not  a  fair 
day  have  I  Been  since  my  arrival,  all  is  darkness  by  four  in  the  afternoon. 

Things  are  remarkably  high,  only  think.  Potatoes  selling  at  five  shillings 
a  hundred,  and  fowls  at  four  and  five  and  still  on  the  rise.  Any  way  I 
aball  leave  this  on  Thursday  nest,  either  with  the  Commissioners,  if  I  ean 
obtain  leave  to  go  with  them,  or  embark  in  an  American  Ship  for  France, 
as  there  is  one  going  to  Sail  in  about  that  time.  The  nest  you  will  bear 
ftom  me  either  at  Amsterdam  or  Paris.  Do  not  forget  to  write  me,  direct 
them  as  I  have  written  you,  for  England,  as  not  one  letter  you  may  write 
me  immediately  for  Amsterdam  would  arrive.  Seal  your  letters  well,  as 
they  are  badly  treated  on  hoard  the  Ships  in  rough  weather,  being  all  de- 
posited in  one  large  bag.  God  bless  jou.  Adieu.  My  best  love  to  Mama 
and  all  the  family,  to  Sister  Betsey  and  Pete  Elmendorf,  Esqr.,  par- 
ticularly in  the  interim,  I  remain  your  affectionate  brother. 


Miss  Arriet  Van  Eensselaer, 

Cherry  Hill,  Albany,  State  of  New  York,  America. 

John  0.  Church  came  to  this  country  from  England  under  the  name 
of  Carter  and  married  Angelica,  the  eldest  daughter  of  General  Schuyler, 
in  1777,  against  the  wishes  of  her  father.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  large  wealth  and  good  social  standing  in  England.  He  was  a 
member  of  parliament  and  was  intimate  with  the  prince  of  Wales  and 
his  party  friends.  Mrs.  Church  in  describing  a  ball  given  at  her  house 
in  London,  mentions  the  prince  regent  and  all  notabilities  were  present. 
After  some  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Church  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
lived  in  grand  style  for  those  days.  There  Mrs.  Church  died,  and  her 
husband  returned  to  England. 

Gen.  Schuyler  in  a  letter  to  William  Duer  says  :  "  Carter  and  my 
eldest  daughter  ran  ofi"  and  married  on  the, 23d  inst,  (July).  Unacquainted 
with  his  family,  his  connections  and  situation  in  life,  the  match  was  ex- 
ceedingly disagreeable  to  me,  and  I  had  signified  it  to  him."  But  he 
foi^ave,  and  called  them  home.'' 

Jannm  Oaylcr  to  Ca/pt.  Yam  Renssdcwf. 
Dear  Sir :  New  York  9  March  1795. 

Your  kind  favor  of  27  TJU  I  received  wherein  you  make  enquiries  of 
your  Brother  Killian,  he  arrived  here  about  a  fortnight  since  in  the  ship 
Minerva,  Capt.  Annom.  He  has  now  purchased  part  of  the  Brig  Peggy 
and  has  sailed  this  morning,  as  Master  and  part  owner  of  the  Brig  and 
Cargo  to  France,  the  port  be  has  gone  to  is  Havre  de  Grace,  barring 
aooidents  and  I  think  he  will  make  a  very  Great  Voyage,  he  was  very  happy 
to  see  me,  asked  a  great  many  questions  respecting  you  and  the  Family, 
he  regretted  Very  much  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  spare  time  to  go 
up  to  see  you  all  and  now  is  again  gone  ploughing  the  main.     I  have  made 
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many  enquiries  respecting  jour  trunk  from  Fort  Recovery  and  can  hear 
nothing  of  it,  remember  me  to  your  family  and  I  remain  Your  old 
Friend  j  ,, 

Capt.  Solomon  V.  Rensselaer,  Green  Bush.  ''^^^^  Luylek. 

Onr  vessels  were  often  menaced  and  frequently  captured.  As  early  as 
1776,  congress  had  fitte  d  out  vessels,  whose  avowed  object  was  to  intercept 
British  transports  having  supplies  for  the  royal  army  iu  America.  In 
this  service  they  were  very  efficient,  and  a  larger  portion  of  ammunition, 
good  arms,  and  military  stores  were  thus  obtained  by  the  patriots  during 
the  first  three  years  of  the  war.  They  expected  to  be  remunerated  tenfold 
for  all  the  spoliations  inflicted  on  their  commerce,  and  thus  compel  the 
British  government  to  act  justly  and  respectfully. 

Seeretavy  of  Wa/r  to  Gapt.  Viin  Rensselaer. 
Sir,  War  Office,  April  17,  1795. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the-2d  inst.  The  eflfect  of  your  wounds,  as 
represented  by  you,  entitles  you  to  the  indulgence  you  request,  of  remain- 
ing longer  on  furlough.  It  is  true  that  the  military  establishment  is  con- 
tinued: but  the  President,  on  his  discretion,  was  to  raise,  or  forbear  to 
raise  any  part  of  it.  The  pacific  overtures  of  the  Western  Indians  and 
the  adjustment  of  our  differences  with  Great  Britain  seem  to  render  it 
unnecessary  to  complete  the  Cavalry  of  the  Legion.  The  Infantry,  it 
will  be  very  desirable  to  increase,  at  least  to  recruit,  to  supply  the  places 
of  the  men  whose  times  of  service  are  daily  expiring.  The  numerous 
garrisons  we  must  maintain  will  require  a  considerable  force.  If  indeed 
you  could  enlist  a  company  in  the  expectation  that  they  most  probably 
will  he  called  to  serve  as  dismounted  dragoons,  according  to  the  provision 
of  the  law,  I  should  be  extremely  glad.  Of  this  you  can  judge,  from 
your  knowledge  of  the  country  where  you  would  attempt  to  recruit.  On 
this  head  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  information.  Should  the  pros- 
pect be  good,  instructions  &  money  shail  be  furnished. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Sir,  Your  obt.  Servt. 

Captain  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany.       Timothy  Pickering. 

While  Captain  Van  Rensselaer  was  at  Albany  recruiting  froui  the 
effects  of  his  severe  wound  his  mother,  the  wife  of  General  Henry  K, 
Van  Rensselaer  was  taken  sick  and  died.  "  The  sharp  points  of  our  grief 
when  the  mission  of  our  loved  ones  to  the  world  is  finished,  are  that  after 
a  time  we  should  cease  to  weep,  and  then  only  think  of  them  at  intervals, 
and  finally  be  apparently  as  much  interested  in  the  world  and  as  cheerful 
as  ever."  "It  is  also  pleasant  from  our  outlooks  to  glance  back  upon 
these  early  times  with  the  discriminations  of  distance,  for  we  can  better 
understand  the  full  advantage  which  accrued  to  American  society  after 
the  one  all-absorbing  struggle  for  liberty  had  been  victorious.  For  many 
years  our  ancestors  had  been  going  to  school  to  great  human  rights;  and 
now,  with  the  march  of  improvement,  we  all  are,  or  should  be,  attending 
Hohool  to  great  human  duties  and  striving  to  improve  our  social  organiza- 
tions by  proper  mental  ballast  proving  that  God's  love  is  the  magnet." 

Botiert  S.  Van  Bensaelaev  to  Ms  Sister. 
Bear  Arriett,  Amsterdam,  April  25,  1795. 

When  I  last  wrote  joa  I  was  amidst  the  noise  and  bustle  of  English 
crowds,  where  the  roaring  of  the  Carriages  and  the  London  cries  blended 
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prevented  one  from  sleeping  till  acouatomed  to  the  noiae.  I  left  London 
and  Mrs,  Church's  family  and  friends  ia  good  health  on  March  1st  for 
Harwich,  and  went  on  board  an  English  packet  for  Yarmouth,  where  I 
arrived  on  the  ninth.  I  took  passage  on  board  the  Dolphin  packet  bound 
for  Cookshaven,  a  harbor  on  the  river  Elbe,  with  an  assortment  of  jovial 
companions,  OhiistianB,  Jews,  French,  English  and  Dutch,  having  fine 
favourable  winds.  A  French  frigate  coming  in  sight,  made  the  Captain 
orowd  all  the  Bails  he  had  to  outsail  her,  this  liked  to  have  done  us  all 
over,  for  the  wind  increasing  we  carried  so  much  sail  that  the  water  carae 
into  the  Cabin,  however,  wa  arrived  the  12th  Inst,  without  any  material 
accident.  The  weather  being  very  stormy  prevented  our  landing  till  the 
l4th  when  to  our  unspeakable  felicity  we  once  more  had  ten-a  firma  under 
our  feet.  Cookshaven  is  a  miserable  dirty  village,  the  inhabitants  all 
Germans ;  their  houses  one  story  with  sharp  peaked  roofs,  and  the  floors 
large  flat  stones.  The  Women  dress  very  singnlarij,  they  have  Caps  with 
large  wings  on  each  side  as  if  they  were  preparing  for  a  flying  jaunt,  they 
wore  abont  Six  petticoatB(if  one  may  judge  by  their  appearance)  reaching 
within  a  loot  of  their  ancles,  and  wore  wooden  shoes. 

A  G-entleman,  who  came  passenger  with  us  and  who  had  been  in  Ger- 
many before,  took  the  precaution  of  bringing  his  Carriage  with  him,  and 
as  he  was  going  to  Hamburg  he  politely  offered  me  a  seat  in  his  carriage, 
which  I  accepted  with  pleasure,  otherwise  I  should  have  been  obliged  to 
have  gone  in  an  open  Wagon  and  travel  all  night  for  better  then  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles.  Although  the  dwellings  are  indifferent,  the 
land  is  finely  cultivated  and  that  by  the  women,  as  the  present  War  Las 
thinned  out  their  men  for  them,  there  being  very  few  but  old  men  and 
children.  We  left  this  place  and  arrived  at  Otterindorf  where  mj  Com- 
panion being  an  Englishman,  requested  he  might  pass  for  my  servant,  if 
the  French  were  there ;  fortunately  for  him  they  were  not.  This  is  aa 
old  fashioned  town  much  like  our  old  houses  in  Albany ;  the  people  with 
the  Cookshaven  dress  are  ignorant,  impolite  and  very  inquisitive.  On 
our  arrival,  scarcely  ever  having  seen  a  handsome  English  carriage  before 
this,  they  flocked  round  us  that  it  was  with  some  difficulty  we  got  out 
into  the  house  where  our  servant  had  informed  them  we  were  English 
officers,  which  made  them  very  polite,  for  thej  left  our  room  which 
they  had  filled  with  smoke  issuing  in  clouds  from  their  large  horn  pipes. 
There  is  no  Character  likea  Military  one,  to  travel  in  Germany,  it  makes 
them  at  once  obedient  and  submissive.  After  dinner  we  left  and  rode  all 
night,  passing  through  a  number  of  fine  Country  villages  and  arrived  at 
8tad,  a  fortified  Town.  It  being  about  four  in  the  morning  we  were 
closely  questioned  by  the  guard,  we  passed  for  officers  going  to  the  Army, 
they  politely  escorted  us  to  the  first  Hotel.  Soon  after  I  retired,  after 
having  five  feather  beds  taken  from  ofl^  the  one  I  was  to  sleep  on,  and 
still  I  had  three  under  and  one  above  me;  they  use  no  blankets,  they  have 
also  (a  fortunate  thing)  a  Cord  made  fast  to  the  floor  above,  in  order  to 
draw  yourself  up  by  in  the  morning  when  you  rise.  We  at  last  arrived 
at  Harburg  where  we  remained  two  days,  the  ice  in  the  Elbe  not  per- 
mitting us  to  cross,  on  the  third  day  we  crossed  and  arrived  safely  at 
Hamburg.  This  is  an  old  fashioned  place,  very  commodious  for  Com- 
merce having  Canals  running  through  the  City  in  every  direction  ;  it  has 
a  few  good  houses  in  it,  and  I  beheve  very  few  good  people,  chiefly  Jews. 
I  received  a  great  deal  of  Civility  from  some  of  the  Gentlemen  to  whom  I 
had  letters.     It  is  not  a  very  large  place,  though  when  I  was  there  it  con- 
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tained  twenty  thousand  Strangers,  Frencli  Emigrants,  etc.  I  left  Ham- 
burgh on  the  26th  for  an  Island  in  the  North  Sea,  called  Schermercoe  in 
a  Gshing  boat  as  all  communication  with  Holland  was  prohibited;  and 
after  five  days  with  very  unpleasant  and  narrow  escapes  from  English 
privateers,  I  am,  thank  the  Supreme  of  the  Universe  safely  arrived  in 
Amsterdam.  This  is  a  fine,  clean,  pleasing  City;  having  Canals  in  every 
direction  and  fine  large  trees  to  walk  under  along  side  of  the  canals.  Our 
friends  here  are  all  well  and  request  to  be  particularly  remembered  ta  all 
friends ;  their  names  you  will  find  in  Papa's  letter.  They  were  very 
happy  at  my  arrival  and  happy  to  learn  their  fHends  across  the  Atlantic 
Were  well.  They  are  now  coming  for  my  letters.  My  best  love  to  onr 
amiable  Mother ;  Betsy  and  Peter  Elmendorf  with  little  Sally  ;  and  all 
our  family  small  and  large,  and  all  friends  who  enquire  after  me.  My 
respects  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kane,  Mrs.  Fonda  alias  Miss  Beekman  ;  and  rest 
assured  1  remain  with  every  Sentiment  of  respect  your  afl^ectionate  Brother 
and  Sincere  friend  E.  S.  Van  Rensselaee. 

Miss  Arriet  Van  Rensselaer,  Cherry  Hill,  Albany,  N.  T, 

Idml.  Visaefier  to  Capt.  Ymi  Benssdaer. 
Dear  Van  ;  Greenville  May  16,  1795. 

I  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago  by  Capt.  Turner  at  which  time  I  gave  yon 
the  news  that  was  then  in  circulation,  since  which  I  have  been  favoured 
with  your  letter  of  the  10th  of  March.  I  mentioned  that  a  number  of 
Officers  have  gone  on  Furlough,  among  whom  are  Majors  Haskill,  Buell, 
Capts.  Tillton,  Andrews,  Covington,  Price,  Lteuta.  Posey,  Taylor,  Trigg 
&e.  &e.  Since  my  last  to  you  nothing  of  consequence  has  transpired 
save  the  discharge  of  Capt.  Sullivan  by  the  sent«nce  of  a  Court  martial. 
He  was  tryed  for  being  intoxicated  on  a  General  Court  Martial.  This  day 
Lieut  Hastings  Marks  has  been  arrested  by  the  officer  of  the  day  (Major 
Winston)  for  being  intoxicated  on  Guard;  his  fate  you  may  conjecture. 
Major  Winston  is  severe,  exact  and  uniform  in  his  duty,  and  shines  among 
our  first  Majors,  why  do  you  not  write  to  him  ?  I  am  sorry  to  find  by  your 
letter  that  you  have  got  overwhelmed  in  love,  and  sincerely  sorry  to  hear 
you  hint  of  matrimony,  if  you  are  serious  in  Ibis  I  shall  make  no  other 
remark  than  this  "  look  well  before  you  leap."  It  strikes  me  that  jou 
might  marry  to  better  advantage  a  few  years  hence,  I  mean  after  travel- 
ing the  world  a.little  more  and  gaining  a  Utile  more  experience  ;  however 
we  are  not  all  actuated  by  similar  prinoiples.  I  hope  you  have  not  in- 
formed any  of  the  females  in  your  country  that  I  am  styled  the  handsome 
officer,  if  you  have  there  must  be  a  few  hearts  palpitating  for  me.  Pray 
tell  them,  I  cannot  accommodate  all  of  them,  and  if  I  do  not  get  a  fur- 
lough this  fail  they  must  drop  a  tear  and  bid  adieu.  Give  ni^  respects  to 
two  or  three  ladies,  and  to  no  other  persons  whatever  ;  let  me  hear  from 
you  twice  a  month.  Tour  ever  Sincere 

Capt.  Sol.  Van  Ren^elaer,  Albany,  N.  Y.  N.  I.  Visscheb. 

The  translation  of  a  letter  written  in  the  Dutch  language  73  years 
since  to  my  mother's  mother  from  Holland. 

Mrs.  Jan  Jojiob  Van  Benaelaer  to  Mrs.  PMUp  Vain  Eensseleur. 
Dear  Aunt :  Amsterdam,  4th  July,  1795. 

Though  unacquainted  with  you  I  will  not  let  pass  the  opportunity,  as 
your  Son  Robert  is  going  to  America  to  send  a  letter.     I  can  assure  you, 
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that,  his  nnespected  visit  lias  given  ua  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  and  we 
have  becQ  with,  our  hearts  much  attached  to  him.  We  felt  sorry  that  his 
Stay  here  was  so  limited,  and  that  I  eoald  Dot  pay  more  attention  to  him, 
considering  the  condition  wherein  I  found  myself  then. 

Doubtless  you  have  been  aware  how  sad  a  trial  I  have  had,  by  the 
Sudden  death  of  my  dear  Husband,  Jan  Jacob  van  Renuda^ ;  after 
Buffering  during  eight  days  with  Typhoid  fever,  and  I  then  being  enceinte. 
In  the  midst  of  ail  this,  I  liave  kept  up,  and  hope  to  become  in  a  short 
time  "  Mother ; "  and  when  I  remember  how  well  your  Son  has  been 
educated,  then  I  know  his  mother  must  be  very  tender  hearted,  and  I 
do  not  doubt  she  will  Sympathiie  in  my  Sorrow  as  I  was  very  happy  in 
my  marriage.  May  the  Lord  keep  you  and  Spare  you  and  your  dear  ones 
for  you  do  experience  how  happy  they  are  where  love  dwells. 

It  will  not  be  neoeesary  to  enter  into  particulars  about  the  family,  while 
the  bearer  of  this  letter  can  do  this  better  than  I  could  do  it  in  writing. 
I  wish  you  would  be  so  good  to  oommunieate  to  your  Brother-in-law 
Kilian  K.  van  Rensselaer,  the  death  of  my  beloved  husband,  and  that  I 
have  received  his  letter,  and  that  I  hope,  that  the  death  of  my  beloved 
Kensselaer  may  not  be  the  cause  that  I  should  hear  no  more  from  his 
family. 

If  the  life  of  my  child  should  be  preserved,  may  then  the  same  friend- 
ship continue,  which  our  friends  in  North  America  have  manifested  to- 
ward my  husband.  Our  Cousin  Eilian  H.  van  Keoaselaer  has  given  you 
doubtless  information  about  the  useful  life  of  my  dear  deceased.  .May 
the  Lord  grant  that  my  child  may  follow  his  footsteps.  Believe  me  that 
I  recommend  myself  to  your  affections,  and  that  I  will  always  feel  very 
happy  to  hear  much  good  of  you  all,  and  from  my  Cousin  Robert  to  whom^ 
we  have  fully  given  our  affections.  God  grant  to  you,  as  a  Mother  of 
such  a  large  family,  to  be  a  Support  to  them  many  years  yet.  Be  so  kind 
to  assure  all  our  North  American  friends  of  my  affections  and  friendship, 
and  that  I  remain  ¥our  Niece. 

8.  C.  Beeldsntder  Widow  of  Jan  Jacob  van  Rensselaer, 

Mrs.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer, 

Cherry  Hill  near  Albany,  New  York. 

How  comforting,  how  soothing  the  reflection  that  Christians,  when  they 
die,  become  angels,  and  that  angels  take  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  this  world.  Though  unseen,  unheard,  unfelt,  they  mo^e  around,  they 
Lover  over  the  loved  home  circle.  By  God's  appointment,  no  doubt  they 
are  the  guardian  angels  to  watch  over  the  bereaved  ones  they  loved  while 
on  earth,  and  to  protect  them  till  again  united  in  the  skies.  God  tenderly 
allows  no  angel  revelations,  yet  we  know  our  "  loved  ones"  are  "  minister- 
ing spirits"  to  us. 

<M.  Pickering,  Sec.  of  War,  to  Oapt.  Van  Bmmelaer. 
Sir,  War  Of&ce,  Sept.  12,  1795. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  desiring  to  retain  the  public  horse  in 
your  hands  until  the  Spring,  at  your  own  expense ;  or  to  pay  for  him  at 
his  value.  I  think  the  latter  most  eligible.  The  price  may  be  settled 
with  Mr.  Houdin,  and  adjusted  by  means  of  your  pay. 

I  am  Sir,  your  Obt.  Servt. 
Capt.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer.  Timothy  Pickbbinq. 
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He  was  a  large,  elegant,  high-spirited  parade  war  horse  of  a  very  glossy 
sorrel  color,  that  kept  step  and  pranced  gayly  with  the  martial  music.  It 
oauBed  keen  regret  and  seemed  almost  sacrilegious,  to  the  brave  soldier, 
to  part  with  hts  splendid  charger  that  had  borne  the  dauntless  rider 
through  so  many  terrific  scenes.  The  purchase  was  made ;  and  I  well  re- 
member, when  Poppet  was  fully  caparisoned,  what  a  noble  appearance 
he  made,  for  he  was  remarkable  both  for  elegance  of  form  and  gallant 
carriage.  At  the  whistle  of  his  master,  the  intelligent  animal  would  come 
prancing  from  one  end  of  the  pasture,  with  neck  so  proudly  arched,  and 
whinnying  with  delight  as  he  bounded  with  springy  step  to  meet  him 
at  the  bars.  He  would  then  eat  apples  out  of  little  hands,  for  we  children 
made  a  great  ado  with,  and  dearly  loved  the  petted  horse.  In  old  age 
this  favorite  charger,  exempt  from  all  duty,  was  boarded  out  in  the 
country  and  had  the  best  of  care  till  he  died.  In  one  of  the  battles, 
General  Wayne  rode  his  gallant  roan,  and  in  charging  the  enemy,  his 
horse  received  a  wound  in  his  head,  and  fell  and  was  supposed  dead.  Two 
days  after  the  roan  returned  to  the  American  camp,  not  materially  injured, 
and  was  again  fit  for  service. 


Copt.  Wm  to  Copt.  " 
Dear  Rensselaer,  G-reenville,  October  8,  1795. 

I  am  still  here,  with  little  Expectation  of  leaving  this  for  the  Winter. 
There  is  but  little  Harmony  in  our  Corps.  Taylor  grumbles  as  well  as 
myself,  to  see  Officers  not  half  our  time  in  service  daily  obtaining  fur- 
loughs, whilst  our  applications  are  thrown  neglected  by.  Blue  has  once 
forced  me  to  arrest  him,  having  kept  the  Officers  of  the  Corps  in  one  con- 
tinual Ferment.  Indeed  we  are  out  at  the  Elbows  on  all  sides.  The 
Commander-in-Chief,  Gen.  Wayne,  this  day  leaves  us  with  Eight  Com- 
panies, His  Destination  unknown,  hut  thought,  that  he  intends  to  build  a 
small  Garrison  at  Lareimies  Store  or  at  Girty's  Town,  Destroy  Fort  Adams, 
&  remove  the  Troops  at  that  place  to  this  new  built  Fort.  He  will  then 
it  is  thought  visit  Ports  Wayne  and  Defiance.  Green  Ville  is  very  sickly, 
we  have  600  men  now  in  Hospital  (and  since  this  Detachment  was  or- 
dered) but  three  Captains  for  Duty  including  myself.  Thus  you  find 
that  whilst  you,  Covington  and  Posey  are  cutting  Capers,  I  am  wheeling, 
marching  and  mounting  Guards,  to  the  tune  at  present  of  two  nights  only 
in  had.  What  Dashes  yon  mnst  have  made  in  and  about  Albany.  I  wish 
from  my  soul  I  could  spend  Ten  or  fifteen  days  with  you,  that  I  might 
shew  yon  a  few  Virginia  Capers  with  a  Tip  or  two  of  EH.  Your  wound 
is  I  hope  no  more  troublesome,  at  least  I  conclude  so  from  hearing  that 
you  were,  not  Long  since  in  Philadelphia  and  from  whence  I  have  in  vain 
flattered  myself  that  I  should  hear  from  you.  This  is  my  Sixteenth  letter 
to  you  since  you  left  me,  and  in  the  Course  of  thirteen  months  I  have  re- 
ceived two  from  you.  What  in  the  name  of  the  three  Furies,  Tissiphone, 
Alecto,  and  Megara  can  you  be  at?  An  Elegant  City  close  to  your  Door,  sur- 
rounded by  every  Pastoral  amusement,  an  easy  Fortune  at  Command  and  still 
you  can  not  even  take  up  your  pen  to  tell  your  old  Brother  Officer  that  you 
are  happy.  Had  it  been  my.  Lot  to  have  left  you  here,  I  should  rather 
have  pestered  you  with  Letters  than  have  remained  Idle,  and  when  I  had 
enjoyed  a  Pleasure  or  a  Gratification,  I  should  again  enjoy  it  as  I  gave 
yon  the  Relation,  But  my  Dear  Fellow,  what  think  you  my  being  politely 
married  ?  It  ia  even  so.  Do  for  Heavens  sake,  write  and  tell  me  what  we 
16 
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may  expect  to  be  the  fate  of  our  Litlle  Legion,  It  is  a  prevailing  opinion, 
here,  that  the  third  and  fourth-  Sub  Legions  together  with  the  Cavalry 
will  be  Disbanded.  If  so  I  will  bid  Adieu  to  all  Service  that  may  again 
be  destined  for  this  D — d  Country,  which  is  not  really  worth  the  blood 
lost  by  us  on  the  20th  August  —94.  The  Indians  I  do  not  believe  will 
he  long  at  peace.  They  have  buried  only  the  old  Tomahawk  but  I  thint 
they  will  find  a  new  one.  How  prettily  you  and  Covington  have  slipped 
your  neck  out  of  the  Noose.  I  am  the  only  Captain  of  the  Squadron 
called  to  Infantry  duty  and  must  patiently  bear  the  burthen,  for  Taylor 
more  fortunate  than  myself  was  placed  at  Cincinnati  on  the  Eeoruiting 
service,  and  now  Commands  25  Dragoons  Mounted, 

I  very  frequently  think  of  that  sweet  Cousin  of  yours,  and  am  become 
extremely  ansious  to  see  her.  If  I  dared  I  would  say  something  pretty 
of  Her.  Present  Her  I  beg  of  you  with  the  Inclosed  verses,  and  tell  Her, 
that  Though  a  Stranger  to  Her  in  person,  I  have  been  making  particular 
enquiries,  and  that  she  must  not  be  angry  or  think  me  forward  when  I 
declare  that  from  Character  only  I  am  in  Love  with  Her.  That  all  my 
fear  is  I  may  not  bo  as  agreeable  in  her  Eyes,  as  her  fancied  Image  is  to  roe. 

Adieu  my  Dear  Rensselaer,  Visscher  can  give  you  all  the  little  anecdotes 
of  the  Cantonment.     May  you  be  ever  happy  is  the  wish  of  your  friend. 

Fearing  to  offend  I  would  not  enclose  the  verses,  say  not  a  word. 

John  Webb,  Junr.,  Capt.  of  L.  Dragoons. 

Captain  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer. 

Light  Dragoons,  Near  Albany,  New  York. 

The  great  Mohawk  chief,  Thayeodanegea  or  Joseph  Brandt,  was  directly, 
or  indirectly  engaged  in  the  wars  between  the  United  States  and  Indians 
from  1789  to  1795,  during  which  the  bloody  campaigns  of  Harmar,  St. 
Clair,  and  Wayne  took  place,  he  also  acted  an  important  part  in  the  affair 
of  the  north  western  posts,  so  long  retained  by  Great  Britain  after  the 
treaty  of  peace.  "  He  was  himself  the  principal  war-chief  of  the  Six 
Nations,  and  his  name  would  chill  the  young  blood  by  its  very  sound,  and 
cause  the  lisping  child,  even  within  our  day,  to  cling  closer  to  the  knee 
of  its  mother.  As  the  master  spirit  of  the  Indiana  engaged  in  the  British 
service  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  all  the  border  massacres  were 
charged  upon  him,  hut  great  injustice  was  done  him  in  many  instances." 

K.  K.  Tan  Sensaelaer  to  Capt.  Van  Beng^daer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany  Nov  29,  1795. 

*  *  *  I  received  letters  from  our  friends  in  Amsterdam  on  July  20th, 
and  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Jan  Jacob  V.  Rensselaerthe  great  friend 
and  patron  of  your  brother  Kiilian  H.  died  the  5tb  of  february  last,  after 
a  sickness  of  Eight  days  aged  48y  &  5days  this  was  the  flower  of  the 
family  the  others  J.  C  &  A.  V.  Rensselaer  have  written  a  friendly  letter, 
and  the  wife  of  Jan  Jacob  also,  they  have  anxiously  waited  for  Kiilian 
and  as  Robert  writes  bis  father  it  appears  Kiilian  must  have  been  afavo- 
rite.  I  received  a  letter  from  your  cousin  Robert  S,  Van  Rensselaer 
dated  Halifax  October  30th  by  the  Boston  post,  in  which  he  mentioned 
that  he  was  taken  in  the  ship  Olive  Branch,  Captain  Provost,  by  the 
Argonaut  Man  of  War.  I  am  fearful  Robert  may  suffer  loss,  and  I  am 
certain  our  Dutch  friends  will,  who  had  property  on  hoard  consigned  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Storm,  Merchant  of  New  York.  You  may  do  well  to  inquire 
from  Mr.  Storm  what  property  it  is.     I  have  written  him,  on  this  infoim- 
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ation  from  Robert's  account.  Study  economy  and  partake  not  of  all  the 
frivolous  amusements  of  the  City.  Read  and  learn  so  that  you  may 
improve  for  a  busy  scene.  Write  me  where  Killian  sails  to,  30  that  I  may 
get  him  to  purchase  what  I  may  want,  provided  he  does  not  come  up. 
Accept  your  Aunts  and  the  children's  compta.  „         j, 

Capt.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  K.  K.  Van  Kbnssblaee. 

of  Light  Dragoons  now  at  New  York. 

This  capturing  vessels  and  respecting  no  flag  was  the  oceasioa  of  much 
trouble,  the  officera  were  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  hut  the  crew  were 
compelled  to  labor  as  slaves,  taken  without  leave  from  American  ships 
and  impressed  into  the  British  naval  service.  This  had  long  been  a  topic 
of  complaint  and  aegotiation. 

Lieut.  Blue  to  Oapt  Vom,  Bensselaer. 
My  Dear  Van,  New  York  May  21st  1796. 

I  am  now  on  my  way  to  West  Point  to  act  as  Judge  Advocate  at  a 
Court  of  inquiry  to  be  held  on  Lt.  Col.  Sochfontain  upon  Certain  Charges 
exhibited  against  him  by  all  his  officers  at  West  Point,  if  he  is  supposed 
guilty  of  the  Charges  I  shall  be  obliged  to  remain  for  the  Court  Martial, 
at  all  events  I  shall  be  there  from  15  to  20  Days  and  if  Circumstances  will 
permit,  I  hope  that  you  will  surely  pay  me  an  old  intimate  friend  a  Visit 
as  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  come  to  Albany.  The  lower  House  passed  a 
bill  for  the  Reduetion  of  the  Army  but  the  Senate  I  believe  have  Rejected 
it,  oiir  Major  has  proved  himself  to  be  just  what  you  never  hesitated  to  say 
amongst  yonr  friends  you  thought  him.  Lieut.  Webb  has  turn'd  out 
differently,  yon  thought  him  an  Honest  Hearted  man,  but  his  Heart  is 
by  far  blacker  than  tbe  bearskin  on  your  Cap.  Taylor  is  in  Philadelphia 
and  desires  to  be  affectionately  remembered  to  you.  To  my  sorrow  Posey 
our  good  and  confidential  friend  you  know  has  resigned.  Slough,  Sedan 
and  Price  have  lately  resigned  also.  The  Major  and  his  friendship  may 
both  go  to  hell.  I  have  a  better,  a  more  powerfuU  aad  more  confidential 
friend  in  my  General,  aad  while  I  can  maintain  his  good  will,  I  feel  easy 
(acting  with  propriety)  I  ojmmanded  his  escort  through  the  Wilderness 
who  bore  my  oxpences  home.  Come  to  West  Point  if  you  can  &  believe 
me  to  be  what  you  once  did.  tt        t  -     j  -nr  ir  -m 

Cpt.  Sol.  V»  Ke..seter.  ^»"  •™»''  ^'  K-  Bl«.. 

Lieut.  Yisselier  to  Oapt.  Van  Renamlaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  West  Point  June  17th  1796. 

This  being  a  rainy  day  and  every  thing  around  appearing  gloomy  & 
dull,  I  have  ao  friend  to  whom  I  can  communicate  my  feelings  but  you,  I 
must  therefore  to  calm  the  force  of  woe  again  trouble  you  with  some  ob- 
servations on  myself.  I  think  I  may  now  style  myself  a  just  resemblance 
of  the  weeping  willow,  and  in  the  words  of  a  poet  you  may 

Mark  the  Solemn  notes  while  pleading 

Speak  the  tumults  of  my  mind, 

Hear  them  Boftiy  interceding 

Softly  teUing  She's  unkind  I 

I  need  not  tell  you,  for  yon  well  know  that  I  allude  to  Miss  Patty  (Maria) 
Gansevoort.  The  dread  of  being  treated  with  disdain  and  to  avoid  the 
mortification  of  a  personal  denial  are  the  sole  reasons  why  I  have  never 
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acquainted  her  with  the  eonfusion  of  mj  mind.  Now,  alas  1 1  am  informed 
she  is  actually  engaged  to  Mr.  Hun ! !  Heavens  and  earth  !  how  un- 
equally paired  !  T1%  does  she  not  prefer  me  ?  but  Love  is  guided  surely 
by  fate,  What  makes  me  love  may  make  her  hate.  I  have  too  good  an 
opinion  of  her  understandinf;  to  suppose  that  ahe  would  prefer  him  for 
his  better  circumstances.  Let  me  know  whether  this  match  is  really  to 
take  place.  Write  me  by  the  post  at  once  and  direct  your  Letter  to  be 
left  at  the  post  office  at  Peeksville.  The  last  part  of  your  letter,  my  dear 
Van,  has  given  me  much  uneasiness,  I  mean  with  respect  to  Miss  P.  G-. 
You  say  you  have  enclosed  me  a  piece  of  Gold  leaf  on  which  are  engraved 
Twelve  dozen  Sweet  Ki^es  aa  a  memento  of  the  friendship  embosumed 
for  me  hy  the  charming  Miss  Patty.  I  fear  I  have  not  been  so  fortunate, 
and  that  jou  have  only  acted  thus  to  raise  my  expectations,  explain  this 
to  me  seriously,  in  the  mean  time  I  must  request  you  to  e 
person  who  entertains  the  highest  opinion  of  her  a 
Van,  ever  yours 
Capt.  Sol  Van  Rensselaer  Green  Bush. 

Lieut.  YUicher  to  Cwpt  Van  Bmsselasr. 
Dear  Van,  West  Point  June  20,  1796. 

I  cannot  keep  from  you  the  adventure  of  this  day ;  three  Officers  and 
myself  went  down  the  River  a  small  distance  in  a  pleasure  Boat;  seeing 
an  Albany  Sloop  we  boarded  her,  where  to  my  surprise  I  saw  Miss  Corne- 
lia Sohuyler,  Miss  Weaterlo  and  some  others,  but  not  having  the  pleasure 
of  being  acquainted  with  either  of  them  I  could  not  with  propriety  make 
my  how  and  introduce  my  friends,  we  remained  onboard  the  Sloop  [I  mean 
on  deck]  till  we  got  opposite  to  West  Point  where  we  left  them,  and  you 
may  judge  how  mortified  I  felt,  and  still  do  at  this  moment.  Yesterday 
Mr.  Lovell  and  myself  crossed  the  river  and  took  Tea  with  the  two  Misa 
Dennings,  they  are  from  N.  York  and  will  spend  the  Summer  at  their 
farm  about  two  miles  from  this,  they  are  beautiful  and  amiable.  Miss 
Cooper  was  with  ua  a  few  days  ago,  I  escorted  her  from  the  Vessel  and 
was  quite  the  Gallant ;  if  you  see  her  tell  her  I  am  quite  clever  and  a 
great  deal  wrought  by  her  appearance.  The  enclosed  I  wrote  a  few  days 
ago,  I  wish  you  could  have  an  opportunity  of  reading  it  to  the  Lady,  not 
telling  her  from  whom  it  is  till  you  come  to  the  name;  she  will  in  that 
ease  have  no  objections  to  hear  it.  It  is  remarkable  that  I  have  not  yet 
had  a  Letter  from  you,  I  hope  you  have  not  yet,  at  this  early  period  for- 
got me.  There  has  lately  been  a  Duel  fought  at  Head  Quarters  between 
Lt.  Elliott  of  the  Artillery  and  Ensign  Scott,  the  former  is  dangerously 
wounded  Capt.  Reed  and  Ens.  Breeck  are  both  dead.  IngersoU  arrived 
a  few  days  ago.  Col.  Rochfontaine  has  been  restored  to  his  command. 
Remember  me  to  all.     Yours 

Capt.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Solomon.  Van  Rensselaer  to  the  Bwretwry  of  Wa/r. 
Sir,  Albany  June  20th  1796. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
14th  Inst,  together  with  a  Copy  of  the  Act  relative  to  the  Military  esta^ 
blishment  of  the  United  StatM.  I  should  wish  to  be  considered  as  one 
of  that  establishment,  altho'  my  health  is  much  impaired  occasioned  by 
the  wound  I  received  on  2(Ith  of  August  1794,  yet  I  have  a  hopeful 
proapeot  that  in  a  few  months  1  will  be  readered  capable  of  discharging 
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that  duty  which  I  have  been  intrusted  with,  and  which  was  my  greatest 
pleasure.  Having  abandoned  at  an  early  part  of  aij  life  every  prospect 
held  out  by  my  friends  here,  I  entered  the  Army  very  young,  with  an 
unalterable  determination  to  follow  the  profession  of  arms,  and  should  it 
now  he  my  lot  to  be  obliged  to  retire  in  consequence  of  my  wound,  it 
would  be  a  eiroumstauce  I  should  unwillingly  subscribe  to  as  there  is  no 
active  service,  I  should  hope  for  a  farther  indulgence,  but  whether  I  am 
intitied  to  any  or  not,  and  for  how  long  a  time,  I  submit  to  you  Sir,  with 
diffidence.  I  have  the  honor  &c. 


Solomon  Vam  I 

To  The  Hon.  T.  Pickering,  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  to  Sol.  Van  Benaaelaer. 
Sir,  War  Office  July  2,  1796. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20  instant.  I  am  exceedingly  liappy 
to  learn  that  your  wound  will  not  prevent  you  from  continuing  in  the 
military  service  of  your  Country.  As  your  presence  with  the  Army  will 
not  bo  indispensably  necessary  till  near  the  time  of  the  new  arrangement 
taking  place,  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  yourself  as  on  furlough  until 
th.  b,t  d.j  of  Ottober  .eit.         j  ^  g,_.^  ^^^^  ^^^^.^^^  g,„,^, 

Capt.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer.  James  M.  Henry,  Sec.  of  War. 

Capt.  Van  Benssdaer  to  to  Ooudn. 
My  dear  Harriot,  A  Ibany,  July  13,  1796. 

I  should  have  written  to  my  loved  one  before  this,  had  I  not  been 
obliged  to  go  to  Lansingburgh  on  business  for  my  unfortunate  Father. 
He  suffers  terribly  from  his  wound,  and  his  troubles  are  great  beyond 
conception  ;  and  not  a  small  share  of  them  are  thrown  on  the  shoulders 
of  one  who  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  extricate  him  any  further  than  the 
troublesome  part  of  it,  I  shall  not  enter  on  a  detail  of  my  business  there 
but  when  we  meet  I  shall  tell  you  all,  I  have  gained  your  affections  and 
your  tender  bosom  shall  not  esperience  any  unnecessary  pain  caused  by 
the  one  who  is  so  interested  in  you.  I  found  on  my  return,  here,  a  letter 
from  the  God  of  War,  James  MoHenry  of  Maryland,  as  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  give  my  Harriot  every  pleasure  in  my  power  to  offer,  and  shall 
through  life,  I  will  insert  in  this  a  copy  of  the  letter,  knowing  if  it  does 
not  please,  it  cannot  displease  her.  1  have  not  shown  it  to  any  but  my 
own  family.  Judge  for  yourself,  the  following  is  a  copy ;  "  I  have  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  the  20th  Inst,  I  am  eseeedingly  happy  to  learn  that 
your  wound  will  not  prevent  you  from  continuing  in  the  military  service 
of  your  Country,  As  your  presence  with  the  Army  will  not  be  indispen- 
sably necessary  till  near  the  time  of  the  new  arrangement  taking  place, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  yourself  as  on  furlough  until  the  first  day 
of  October  next," 

Whilst  other  officers  of  our  Corps  are  ordered  on,  I  am  suffered  to  re- 
main with  my  friends  and  will  have  had  a  furlough  for  two  years,  when 
it  is  expired.  This  indulgence  is  certainly  very  great,  more  considerate 
and  kind  than  1  could  have  had  any  idea  of.  I  had  quite  a  decent  wash- 
ing by  the  time  I  reached  Albany,  for  it  was  raining  very  fast.  I  thought 
of  the  imprudence  in  my  case  of  being  wet,  and  could  not  apply  to  myself 
the  preaching  I  cannot  prevent  my  saying  to  you  "  to  take  care  of  your- 
self." In  this  instance  business  and  my  word  of  honor  called  me  here  to 
day  atS  o'clock,  sol  had  to  face  the  storm,  but  have  found  no  ii 
from  so  doing. 
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Mrs.  Kane  has  returned;  when  I  called  there  Mr.  Kane  was  good 
enough  to  take  me  up  staira  to  show  me  their  fineries  :  a  beautiful  paper 
for  the  room  &c.,  a  Carpet  that  cost  £65,  a  pair  of  Looking-glasses  for  the 
like  sum,  and  a  great  many  other  curious  and  fine  artiolea,  I  had  the  honor 
of  inspecting.  Mrs.  Ludlow  told  Mrs.  Kane  that  if  you  would  not  write 
to  her  daughter,  she  thought  you  might  do  so  to  her.  Tomorrow  I  shall 
visit  Cherry  Hill  when  I  hope  to  find  them  as  well  as  they  have  been  this 
day.  I  suppose  you  must  have  heard  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douw  Fonda 
passed  through  Soheneotady  on  Sunday,  it  was  in  consequence  of  a  letter 
that  his  presence  was  necessary  the  following  day  at  Caughnawaga,  they 
do  not  return  until  the  last  of  next  week.  Touknow  last  year  Mr.  Fonda 
together  with  Henry  Fonda  commenced  to  build  a  number  of  houses  on 
the.  Caughnawaga  flats  and  the  Coffin  is  now  quite  a  little  hamlet.  Your 
Sister  intended  to  have acoom panic d  them,  but  at  that  time  was  at  Cherry 
Hill ;  she  says  when  yon  have  made  your  visit  and  return  home,  she  will 
go  up  with  your  Father  and  Mother.  Adieu  my  Lovely  Harriot  would 
to  Heavens  I  oouJd  see  yon  now  and  repeat  the  garden  scene,  how  happy 
would  be  your  unfeigned  &  unalterable  a       ir       t. 

Mi.>  H.n-iot  V.»  Ben-el..,,  Sooti..  S»'-  ^'"'  B™SBKi.Am. 

A  large  black  stone,  resembling  a  coffin,  in  the  Mohawk  river,  originated 
the  name. 

The  translation  of  a  letter  written  in  the  Duteh  language, 

J.  (?.  Van  Staphorst  to  SaJiert  8.  van  Benasdaer. 

New  York  den  2  Sept :  1796. 

Mynheer!  The  inclosed,  I  have  received  from  Madame  van  Rensselaer 
from  Amsterdam,  requesting  to  hand  it  to  you,  being  informed  that  you 
reside  for  the  present  at  Albany,  I  take  the  liberty  to  forward  it  to  you. 
If  my  affairs  and  health  did  permit  me,  1  would  have  given  it  to  you  per- 
sonally, in  order  to  have  had  the  pleasure  to  become  personally  acquainted 
with  you. 

You  will  permit  me  Sir,  to  explain  to  you,  the  cause,  why  this  letter, 
which  had  been  intrusted  to  me,  is  received  by  you  in  Such  a  Condition, 

On  the  3d  day  of  April  I  Sailed  from  the  port  of  Texel,  in  the  American 
Ship  Minerva,  Captain  Glarkson,  and  was  taken  the  10th  day  of  May  by 
the  English  in  Halifax,  and  pronounced  a  prisoner,  and  robbed  of  all  my 
papers  and  letters.  The  4th  day  of  July  being  discharged  on  parole,  I 
requested  for  my  papers,  and  received  them  in  a  miserable  condition,  and 
all  opened.  After  receiving  them,  I  have  all  sealed  them,  and  this  accounts 
for  the  bad  condition  in  which  you  have  received  this  letter.  I  am  Sorry 
indeed  that  I  could  not  perform  my  commission  better. 

Be  so  kind  when  you  meet  Madame  van  Rensselaer  to  assure  her  of 
iny  esteem.  Remaining  Sir  1  Your  obedient  Servt. 

J.  G.  VAN  Staphorst. 

Den  Heer  R.  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  hi  Albany,  New  York. 
Robert  ^8.  Van  Benaaelaer  to  Jd$  Sister. 
Dear  Arriett,  London,  September  10,  1796. 

I  hope  ere  this  you  have  received  some  intelligence  from  me  of  my  safe 
Arrival  in  this  City  after  a  very  moderate  and  pleasant  passage  of  about 
thirty  days  until  we  arrived  at  Graves-End  where  we  left  the  Ship  and 
came  up  by  land  through  a  delightful  and  cultivated  Country  to  London. 
We  had  two  Lady  passengers,  one  of  whom,  a  Miss  Nugont,  came  out  to 
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be  married  to  an  American  Gentleman,  Mr.  Broom  from  New  York,  she 
being  a  wellbred  woman,  added  not  a  little  to  our  pleasure.  Mr.  Church 
resides  now  about  Eight  miles  from  the  City,  in  a  very  neat  Country 
house,  to  which  place  I  frequently  resort  to  retire  from  the  noise  and 
bustle  of  a  City  life,  which  becomes  almost  insupportable.  WalkiDg  being 
very  fasbiouable,  and  it  suiting  an  American  purse,  I  generally  trudge  it 
on  foot,  anticipating  the  pleasures  I  shall  enjoy  when  I  arrive ;  tbey  being 
bappy  in  seeing  me,  and  treat  me  with  every  politeness  imaginable.  The 
difference  between  Mrs.  Church  and  the  other  members  of  Gen,  Schuy- 
ler's family,  near  us  iu  Albany,  is  inconceivable.  She  all  affectionate  aad 
polite,' endeavoring  to  please  those  around  her,  while  the  others,  first  kin 
to  the  fallen  Angel,  are  swelling  with  pride  and  pomposity.  At  times  I 
scarcely  know  what  line  of  distinction  to  draw  between  the  family ;  certain 
I  am  there  can  be  no  comparison  of  the  worth  and  amiable  disposition  of 
this  One  and  the  avaricious  minds  of  those  in  America,  Ihough  I  hope  as 
our  Climate  changes,  it  may  effect  their  minds  and  mould  them  at  least 
to  Civility  and  render  them  more  acceptable  generally  to  Socieiy, 

Time  hanging  heavy  and  not  much  to  attend  to,  I  took  a  ride  to  Oxford 
about  Eighty  miles  from  this,  visited  the  different  Colleges,  twenty-one 
in  number,  and  then  went  to  view  Blenheim  House,  the  Seat  of  the  Dake 
of  Malborough,  This  is  without  Exception  one  of  the  moat  pleasant 
situations  I  ever  beheld,  it  is  a  paradise  ;  in  imagination  you  would  think 
yourself  Id  a  land  of  faries  to  behold  the  inside.  I  shall  endeavour  to 
give  you  a  slight  description,  being  confident  I  am  not  able  to  recolleet 
every  Scene  I  beheld  there.  In  this  Country,  all  the  famous  Seats  go  by  the 
appellation  of  Castles ;  this  one  is  situated  about  seven  miles  from  Oxford. 
You  ent«r  the  Park  through  a  spacious  portal  of  the  Corinthian  order  of 
architecture,  from  whence  a  fine  view  opens  of  the  noble  Castle,  bridge, 
lake  and  many  other  beautiful  Scenes  of  the  Park,  which  is  stocked  with 
Deer,  Sheep,  and  Birds  of  various  kinds.  The  Front  of  the  House  from 
wing  to  wing  is  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet,  and  od  the  South  front 
on  the  pediment  towards  the  garden,  is  a  bust  larger  than  life  of  Louis 
the  Fourteenth  taken  in  battle  from  Tournay  in  li'ranee.  On  the  Top  of 
the  bouse  is  a  large  Reservoir  which  supplies  the  Castle  with  water  from 
an  artificial  made  river,  I  entered  the  Hail,  which  is  really  magnificent, 
being  the  height  of  the  house  and  of  proportionable  breadth,  supported 
by  Corinthian  Pillars.  Over  the  door  is  the  Bust  of  the  first  proprietor 
John,  Duke  of  Malboro',  and  a  number  of  other  beautiful  husts.  On  the 
right  and  left  are  several  marble  termini,  with  two  excellent  StAtues  of  a 
Kymph  and  a  Bacchanal.  The  painted  Ceiling  allegorically  representing 
Victory  crowning  John  of  Malborough,  and  pointing  to  a  plan  of  the 
Battle  of  Blenheim.  I  then  entered  the  Bow-window  Koom  and  being 
an  American,  consequently  very  inquisitive,  I  inquired  the  use  &e.  of  the 
room,  which  the  old  servant  very  innocently  replied,  was  intended  to  look 
at.  It's  window  commanding  a  number  of  pleasant  prospects,  and  de- 
corated with  Elegant  Pictures,  such  as  the  Virgin  and  Child,  St.  John, 
Nicholas  and  other  Saints ;  over  the  doors  were  tine  heads  made  of  Marble 
elegantly  executed.  The  Duke's  Dressing  room  contained  a  number  of 
excellent  Paintings  by  the  first  Artiste  such  as  Palma,  Titian,  Weeni  and 
a  Score  of  others.  There  were  in  this  room  some  paintings  particularly 
fine ;  an  Inside  view  of  a  Church  ;  the  Destruction  of  Pharaoh  and  his 
Host  in  the  Bed  Sea ;  a  Spanish  Sea-port  &o.  The  rest  of  the  unneces- 
sary appendages  were  contained  in  his  dressing-room,  which  was  small 
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but  very  neat  indeed.  The  Brawing-Room  has  also  a  number  of  fine 
Paintinga ;  the  Holy  Family ;  the  Marchioness  de  Harvre ;  Mary  de 
Medices  by  the  famous  painter  Van  Dyke ;  the  portrait  of  William  the 
Third;  an  Annunciation  j  Lady  Cheaterfleld  ;  Philip  of  Spain;  Andromeda 
chained  td  a  rook ;  a  French  Camp  j  the  Spencer  family  &o.  Thia  Drawing- 
room  is  famished  with  crimson  damask.  The  Grand  Cabinet  contains 
more  pictures,  and  is  also  furnished  with  crimson  damask.  The  Paintings 
were  particularly  Striking  and  I  took  out  my  pencil  to  minute  them: 
first,  a  Holy  Family  by  Rubens;  a  Madona  standing  on  aG-lobe,  surrounded 
by  Angels ;  the  offering  of  the  Magi  by  Rubens ;  our  Saviour  blessing  the 
Children ;  Filial  affection  exemplified  in  the  Roman  daughter ;  Return  of 
oar  Saviour  from  Egypt ;  Lot's  departure  from  Sodom  ;  a  Virgin,  her  head 
encircled  nith  Stars,  supposed  the  Miraculous  Conception ;  a  female 
Penitent  &c.,  with  a  column  of  others.  The  Blue  Drawing-room  is  only 
distinguished  by  its  blue  colour  damask,  with  Elegant  Paintings,  Statuary 
&e.  The  Winter.room  has  a  representation  of  the  Cardinal  Virtues  &c. 
The  other  rooms  which  are  numerous,  are  distinguished  as  abounding 
vrith  very  Elegant  Tapestry  and  Paintings  representing  the  Battles  of  the 
Duke  of  Malbro',  who  to  be  sure  was  very  famed  in  History,  for  his 
Courage  and  many  glorious  Contests  he  had  with  the  Enemy.  The 
Rooms  shewn  to  us  were,  the  Dining-room  ;  the  Saloon ;  G-reen  Drawing- 
room  ;  State-room  ;  State  Eed-Chamber  and  the  Library.  The  last  is  aa 
Elegant  room  of  about  two  hundred  feet  in  length;  the  Window  frames 
and  surrounding  basement  of  blush  marble ;  and  tbe  Ceiling  stuccoed  la 
a  most  Elegant  manner.  It  contains  about  twenty-four  thousand  Volumes, 
besides  several  thousands  of  Manuscripts.  At  one  end  of  the  room  stands 
a  highly  finished  Statue  of  Queen  Ann,  who  presented  John,  Duke  of 
Malbro'  with  thia  Seat,  for  the  many  glorious  Deeds  he  had  done  in  the 
French  Wars.  The  Chapel  is  in  one  of  the  Wings,  and  a  very  fi.ne  one 
it  is,  having  a  beautiful  Monument  to  (he  first  Duke  and  Duchess.  The 
Altar-piece  was  our  Saviour  taken  down  from  the  Cross.  The  Park  is 
Eleven  miles  in  circumference  and  contains  many  delightful  Scenes ;  tbe 
love  of  rural  variety  may  be  entertained  bore  with  every  circumstance  of 
beauty  which  can  be  Expected  from  diversified  nature  in  hills,  valleys, 
water,  woods  &e.  There  are  not  leas  than  five  or  sis  Ships  arrived  here 
since  my  arrival,  and  to  my  very  great  disappointment  have  not  received 
a  single  line  from  any  of  the  family.  This  I  cannot  Account  for,  how- 
ever hope  you  will  shortly  make  up  for  it  and  I  shall  have  tbe  pleasure 
of  hearing  from  you  all  that  you  Enjoy  the  same  good  health  I  do  at 
present.  Mybest  Respects  to  Mama,  Papa  and  all  the  dear  family  large 
and  small,  with  Sentiments  of  true  Esteem,  I  remain  your  very  affectionate 
brother.  R.  S.  Van  Rensselabr, 

Miss  Arrietta  Van  Rensselaer,  Cherry  Hill. 

"  The  Duke  of  Marlborough's  magnificent  residence  is  one  hour's  dis- 
tance by  carriage  from  the  town  of  ancient  Woodstock.  This  earthly 
paradise  was  erected  during  the  reign  of  Queea  Anne,  and  presented  by 
the  British  nation  to  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough  after  his  glorious 
victory,  parliament  voting  82,500,000  for  that  purpose.  The  park,  con- 
sisting of  2,700  acres,  is  filled  with  flocks  of  Sheep  and  herds  of  deer,  and 
is  considered  the  most  glorious  domain  the  sun  ever  shone  upon.  The 
immediate  grounds  surrounding  the  palace,  which  is  situated  near  the 
borders  of  a  lovely  lake,  are  filled  with   trees,  plants,  and  flowers  from 
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every  quarter  of  thQ  globe,  tlie  whole  embellished  with  lovely  walks, 
fouataias,  and  wnter  falls.  In  the  centre  of  the  lawnstaada  a  Corinthian 
pillar  130  feet  high,  surmounted  by  a  statue  of  the  duke.  On  the  pede- 
stal are  inscribed  his  public  services,  written  by  Lord  Bolingbroke.  The 
principal  front  of  the  building  is  350  feet  longi  The  interior  is  magnifi- 
cently finished,  and  contains  a  fine  collection  of  sculptures  and  paintings ; 
among  the  latter  are  some  of  Titian's  and  Bubens's  masterpieces.  The 
library  is  200  feet  long,  and  contains  nearly  18,000  volumes.  Woodstoot 
was  thfe  birth  place  of  the  illustrious  Black  Prince.  How  different  too 
now  is  London  the  metropolis  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britian, 
and  the  most  wealthy  city  in  the  world  with  its  population  of  3,000,000 
to  the  aspect  it  presented  in  those  early  times.  Before  the  conflagration  in 
1666,  London  was  totally  inelegant,  inconvenient,  and  unhealthy,  of  which 
latter  misfortune  many  melancholy  proofs  are  authenticated  in  history,  and 
which  no  doubt  proceeded  from  the  narrowness  of  the  streets,  and  the 
anacoounlable  projections  of  the  buUdin^,  that  confined  the  putrid  air, 
and  joined  with  other  circumstanoes^ueh  as  the  want  of  water,  rendered 
the  city  seldom  free  from  pestilential  devastation.  The  fire  which  oon- 
eumed  the  greatest  part  of  the  city,  dreadful  as  it  seemed,  was  productive 
of  permanent  benefit." 

A  Wedding  ImiUationfm- 1176. 
Maria  Gansevoort's  Compliments  to  Miss  Van  Rensselaer  and  requests 
the  honor  of  her  Company  to  morrow  evening  at  Six  O'Clook. 
To  Mi»  Y.n  Ee.i»el.er,  Cherrj  Hill.  W.dn.>d.,  Mor.ing. 

My  mother  (then  Miss  V".  R.)  has  written  on  the  invitation  the  follow- 
ing :  "This  was  an  invitation  to  a  wedding  September  22nd,  1776. 
Thursday  evening  Maria  Gansevoort  was  married  to  Abraham  Hun,  just 
7  o'clock.  N.B.  the  gentleman  stood  on  the  left  I  There  was  a  violent 
gust  of  wind  with  thunder,  lightning  and  rain."  These  were  the  parents 
of  our  respected  kinsman,  Thomas  Hun,  M.D. 

"  The  first  tea  party  in  Schoharie  county  was  given  by  one  of  the  Vroo- 
nlan  family.  When  the  enlivener  was  announced  as  ready,  the  party 
gathered  about  the  round  table  upon  which  stood  not  a  morsel  of  aay- 
thing  to  eat  escept  a  liberal  lump  of  maple  sugar,  placed  beside  each 
cup.  The  true  ancient  Dutch  custom  always  placed  a  lump  of  sugar  be- 
side each  cup.  In  doing  the  honors  of  a  tea  tabie,  the  question  will  you 
Itite  or  stir?  was  always  propounded.  The  t«a  was  served  out  of  a 
majestic  delft  tea-pot,  ornamented  with  paintings  of  fat  little  Dutch 
shepherds  and  shepherdesses  tending  pigs,  with  boats  sailing  in  the  air, 
and  houses  built  in  the  clouds.  The  olikoekjes,  small  round  cakes  with 
raisins  in  the  centre  and  fried  in  lard,  were  not  forgotten  ;  nor  the  koek- 
jes,  small  sweet  cakes.  Sometimes  the  company  of  eight  or  ten  persons 
would  be  seated  around  the  old  fashioned  genial  board,  each  with  a  spoon 
eating  from  a  single  dish  of  supaan  enriched  by  fresh  sweet  milk.  At 
these  primitiye  banquetings  the  utmost  propriety  and  dignity  of  deport- 
ment prevailed.  No  fiirting  nor  coquettting.  The  young  ladies  seated 
themselves  demurely  in  their  rush  bottomed  chairs,  and  knit  their  own 
woolen  stockings,  nor  ever  opened  their  lips  except  to  answer  any  quea- 
lion  that  was  asked  them.  As  to  the  gentlemen,  each  of  them  tranquilly 
smoked  his  pipe  and  studied  the  blue  and  white  tiles  around  the  flre-place." 
17 
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Capt.  Wth.  Majikea  to  Copt.  Van  Renmelaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Alexandria,  12tli  January  1797. 

It  ia  now  eight  days  since  I  arrived  at  this  place,  which  time  I  have 
employed  much  to  my  satisfaction,  and  was  surprised  at  not  finding  a  few 
lines  from  you  as  I  had  wrote  you  from  New  York.  The  evening  before 
I  left  Philadelphia  we  heard  of  Genl  Wayne's  death,  [In  December  1796,] 
this  will  certainly  make  an  alteration  in  AfFaira,  You  are  in  Mourning  I 
suppose  agreeable  to  the  Genl,  Orders.  Let  me  know  if  jou  have  heard 
from  Vissoher  and  when  and  how  he  is.  I  would  say  more  but  it  is  near 
post  time  of  departure.  ^  ^^  g;^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  g^^^^^t 

Capt.  Sol.  Van  Eensselaer.  Wm.  Mackea. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Cumberland  Limb. 


Ariantie  or  Harriet,  my  mother,  was  the  fifth  child  of  Col.  Philip  Van 
Ren^elaer  and  Maria  Sanders,  born  at  Cherry  Hitl  September  3d,  1775. 
She  was  lovely  in  disposition,  and  retained  a  freshness  and  youthfulness 
of  heart  even  in  old  age.  In  her  elevaled  social  position  she  had  every 
wordiy  advantage  obtainable  in  those  ■'  soul  stirring  times,"  was  accus- 
tomed to  the  luxuries  of  wealth  and  fully  appreciated  the  amenities  of  her 
childhood's  home.  While  she  did  not  by  any  means  ignore  the  gayety 
and  pleasures  of  life,  she  served  God  with  a  pure  and  unselfish  heart,  and 
always  seemed  "  to  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  "  to  which  she  was  calJed. 
Gifted  with  a  lively  temperament,  ever  joyous  and  happy,  with  pleasing 
manners,  and  a  general  favorite  with  old  as  well  as  young  persons,  it  was 
not  surprising  she  had  many  suitors.  One  wealthy  burgher  seemed  the 
chosen  son-in-law  selected  by  my  august  grandmother.  The  good  lady 
waa  well  aware  of  her  daughter's  preference  for  her  cousin  Solomon,  and, 
that  his  love  was  incalculably  more  precious,  than  the  worthy  burgher's 
glittering  gold  and  guilders;  but  that  could  not  be  countenanced.  Her 
gentle  and  dehcate  daughter  marry  a  poor  soldier  cousin!  no  indeed. 
She  well  knew  that  cousin  was  a  noble  minded  gentleman,  but  it  mattered 
not;  and  with  a  twinkling  expression  of  triumph  and  satisfaction  in  my 
grandmother's  eye  which  even  her  spectacles  could  not  conceal,  and  an 
ominous  shake  of  her  head,  would  say,  "  I  will  prevent  suoh  an  unwise 
step."  Grandpapa  De  Heer  Philip  however  fully  appreciated  the  soldier's 
worth  ;  he  waa  proud  of  his  nephew  ;  and  all  his  sympathies  were  freely 
enlisted  on  his  much  loved  daughter's  side,  and  occasionally  a  merry 
twinkle  was  perceptible  in  his  benignant  eye  as  he  quietly  took  a  survey 
of  the  tender  surveillance  of  his  stately  dame.  Even  in  olden  times  the 
phlegmatic  Dutchmen  some  times  indulged  in  a  little  r 
it  surprising  that  De  Heer  Philip  decided  that  for  o 
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true  love  should  run  smoothly."  So  one  cold  frosty  afternoon  January 
17,  1797,  the  good  vrouw  was  enjoying  lier  siesta  and  liozing  oq  the 
Bofe  by  a  nice  warm  fire,  while  magnificent  black  Pompoy,  with  his  crisped 
woolly  head  and  shining  negro  fece,  his  large  mouth  grinning  from  ear 
to  ear  displaying  a  set  of  beautiful  white  t«eth  ;  with  a  proud  and  con- 
tented mien  had  mounted  guard  at  the  door  of  a  certain  room.  Then 
Captain  Solomon  Van  Eenaaelaer  was,  with  the  full  consent  and  approba- 
tion of  De  Heer  Philip,  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  t«  his  loved 
Harriet  by  the  venerable  Domine  Van  Vranken  of  Eishkill,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  her  father  and  two  of  her  brothers.  After  the  happy  ceremony, 
the  domine  and  the  trumphant  bridegroom  climbed  out  the  back  window, 
and  the  good  o!d  dame  was  none  the  wiser.  She  did  not  know  the  gallant 
and  handsome  Solomon  was  her  son,  till  so  informed  a  fortnight  after  by 
her  good  spouse.  Then  like  a  sensible  woman  as  she  was,  with  perhaps  a 
shade  of  disappointment  crossing  her  bright  and  good  humored  face  that 
her  cherished  plana  were  thus  unwittingly  thwarted,  made  the  best  of 
what  was  inevitable  and  was  fully  reconciled  to  the  event.  She  was  one 
who  in  disappointments,  or  indeed  "in  every  emergency  turned  to  Q-od 
as  her  helper  and  could  say  :  "  Blessed  is  he  who,  when  the-waves  of 
sorrow  or  temptation  are  sweeping  over  him,  is  able  to  find  the  hand  of 
God,  and  calmly  to  rest  in  hia  infinite  strength."  In  after  years  when 
her  own  excellent  husband  was  numbered  with  the  dead,  she  made  her 
home  with  this  same  daughter,  receiving  every  care  and  warmest  love 
from  both  of  her  dear  children.  It  certainly  was  rather  mysterious,  and 
did  seem  like  a  preconcerted  scheme,  how  the  good  domine  happened  to 
be  on  hand  that  special  afternoon ;  but  he  frequently  was  a  welcome  guest 
at  the  hospitable  mansion,  and  most  domines  then  as  now,  were  never 
averse  to  a  substantial  meal.  That  day  the  clever,  quizzical  Cornale  sur- 
passed herself  in  her  particular  forte,  exquisite  oookery,  and  the  grand  en- 
tertainment gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  unsuspectingamiable  vrouw.  The 
joyful  news,  however,  found  its  way  to  the  kitchen,  causing  a  flutter  of  ex- 
citement. The  grinning  sable  dignitaries  (with  all  of  whom,  the  Hester  kint, 
Miss  Harriet,  was  a  great  favorite),  loving  a  frolic,  were  entirely  unanimous 
in  the  opinion  that  dust  had  been  thrown  in  grandma's  eyes.  They  rejoiced 
that  their  lynx-eyed  old  missus  had  for  once  been  outwitted,  while  they 
affirmed  the  face  of  the  bonnie  bride  now  wore  a  bright  and  cheery  look. 
Thehumoroiis  jokes  of  the  loquacious  darkies  who  were  all "  woolly-headed, 
and  as  black  as  the  ace  of  spades  "  was  the  broadest  faroe  of  that  eventful 
day.  After  judicious  consultation  between  the  mynheer  and  his  amiable 
vrouw,  a  marriage  portion  was  given  to  their  beloved  daughter,  of  a  fine 
tract  of  land  which  they  called  Mount  Hope.  This  beautiful  site,  then 
in  the  country,  in  Bethlehem  two  miles  from  the  town,  was  a  thick  forest ; 
many  of  the  majestic  trees  were  felled,  the  ground  cleared  and  a  spacious 
garden  laid  out  with  very  wide  walks;  the  culture  of  this  farm  was  an 
occupation  of  great  delight  to  my  father  who  had  an  enthusiastic  love  for 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  to  this  Mount  Hope  he  was  brought  prostrate 
and  suffering  from  the  battle  ground  of  1812. 

Cherry  Hill,  the  ancient  homestead,  was  left  by  my  grandparents 
to  their  son  Philip  P.,  who  was  a  most  estimable  and  upright  man,  but 
unfortunately  became  involved,  and  after  the  death  of  that  gentleman  tu 
1827,  the  plaoe  was  to  be  sold  at  public  auction.  A  friend  of  the  family, 
Peter  Boyd,  Ksq.,  wrote  to  my  father,  who  was  greatly  surprised  to  know 
the  fact,  and  at  the  aoSicitalion  of  my  mother,  who  could  not  endure  the 
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thought  of  ite  going  out  of  the  faicilj,  he  purchased  the  old  a 
with  its  grounds.  Suhsequently  he  sold  Mount  Hope  to  Ezra  Preutice, 
Esq.,  itfl  present  occupant  and  proprietor,  who  revels  in  its  luxuriance  of 
heauty.  After  only  a  brief  honej-moon,  the  groom,  Captain  Van  RensBe- 
laer,  in  March,  1797,  vent  to  Philadelphia  with  the  intention  of  resigning 
his  commission,  as  he  very  naturally  desired  to  retire  to  private  Hie  and 
enjoy  the  happiness  of  his  own  cherished  home.  The  heauty  of  such  a 
placid  life  did  not  however  seem  at  that  time  to  be  in  store  for  him.  At 
the  war  office  he  met  General  Wilkinson,  and  whep,  with  the  high  prinr 
cipje  of  honor  which  he  possessed,  he  informed  his  bi-devant  oomniander 
that  he  was  there  with  a  view  to  resign,  General  Wilkinson  and  Secretary 
McHenry  laid  an  embargo  on  that  proceeding.  They  interposed  a  sti^ii- 
uous  opposition  on  the  ground  that  his  valued  services  were  required  for 
a  delicate,  perhaps  dangerous  duty  which  they  were  aware  he  would 
faithfully  perform ;  to  aid  a)id  protect  the  eommis^ioners  running  the 
Cumberland  line.  A  blank  furlough  was  given  him,  with  the  power  to 
fill  it  at  his  own  discretion.  Though  far  from  well,  he  would  not  refuse  j 
such  a  mark  of  confidence  induced  him  to  consent,  and  the  heroic,  self- 
denying  soldier  returned  to  bid  his  bride  (arewell  for  a  season,  and  re- 
linquished all  the  true  endearments  of  home,  while  he  promptly  responded 
to  nis  country's  call  for  further  arduous  duties  in  her  service.  The 
noble-minded  wife,  forgetting  self,  bade  him  "  God  speed ;"  his  arrange- 
ments were  soon  made  and  he  en  route  to  the  army. 

SecTBiixry  o/  TTar  to  Copt.  Van  Bensseiaer. 
Sir,  War  Office,  March  2d,  1797. 

The  necessity  of  the  service  requiring  your  immediate  presence,  with 
your  company,  you  will  be  pleased,  without  delay,  to  repair  hither,  where 
you  will  receive  further  orders. 

1  am.  Sir,  with  esteem.  Your  obed'  Serv' 

James  MoHenry. 

I  have  before  me  a  large  bundle  of  valuable  letters  from  which  I  make 
a  few  extracts.  After  a  sad  parting  from  his  loved  bride,  he  went  with 
his  body  servant  to  New  York  on  hoard  of  one  of  the  North  river  sloops  ; 
it  was  in  those  days  a  voyage  of  a  week  from  Albany,  then  by  stages  to 
Philadelphia.  He  says  :  "The  roads  are  exceedingly  bad;  myself,  Jake 
and  the  holies  are  nearly  worn  out." 

The  following  is  part  of  a  letter  penned  seventy-eight  years  ago. 

Capt.  Van  Bensseiaer  to  Ms  W\fe. 
My  Dear  Harriet,  Philadelphia,  April  17, 1797. 

On  Friday  last  I  reached  this  place  in  tolerable  health,  but  great  de- 
pression of  spirits.  I  have  been  advised  by  disinterested  persons  not  to 
go  on,  they  fear  my  delicate  constitution  cannot  endure  the  hardships, 
I  leave  tomorrow  and  espeot  to  arrive  at  Pittsburgh  in  about  nine  days, 
if  the  riding  is  not  too  much.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  advised  me  to 
take  my  own  time,  and  not  to  travel  in  wet  weather ;  this  however  I  shall 
not  much  attend  to ;  the  quicker  I  go  on,  the  sooner  I  shall  return  to  my 
lovely  wife.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  stay  at  Fort  Washington  longer  than 
I  expected  to  wait  for  necessary  articles  to  equip  my  Troop.  I  have  been 
pleasingly  confined  since  I  came  here,  in  sitting  twice  a  day  to  have  my 
Miniature  taken  by  Stuart,  a  masterly  artist ;  it  was  finished  this  evening 
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and  will  follow  this  letter  on  Thursday,  with  a  request  that  it  may  be  for- 
warded to  you,  by  a  careful  Albany  skipper.  The  price  for  painting  was 
fifty  Dollars,  although  it  is  extravagant,  jet  with  much  satisfaction  did  I 
pay  fojr  it,  as  it  was  intended  to  give  you  pleasure.  The  likeness  is  not 
as  striking  a  one,  as  he  tflok  for  President  Washington  and  Gen.  Wilkin- 
Bon,  in  my  eyes.  Farewell  my  love  ;  this  time  t«morrow  I  will  he  a  mneh 
greater  distance  from  you  and  that  must  be  so  for  some  time  to  come. 
Farewell,  a  sad  word,  but  it  must  be  so.  God  preserve  you,  and  may 
every  happiness  attend  jou.  Farewell  my  dear,  lovely  wife  look  forward 
with  patience  to  our  happy  meeting  in  October  or  Sooner,  once  more  with 
you,  never,  never  will  I  lepve  you  more  again,  adieu,  good  night  my 
dearest  Harriet. 

EBelaer. 

"  The  first  portrait  of  Washington  by  Stuart  created  a  great  sensation 
on  its  appearance  in  Philadelphia." 

Oopi.  Vam.  Bemadmr  to  Ai$  Wife. 
My  Dearest  Wife,  Philadelphia  April  19,  1797. 

*  *  *  *  The  weather  is  fair.  I  send  you  ray  Traveling-Case,  which 
I  find,  I  cannot  take  with  me,  the  inclosed  key  will  open  both  looks,  ib 
requires  however  some  exertion  to  open  them ;  it  cost  me  sis  and  a  half 
dollars.  The  case  would  have  been  of  use  to  me  if  I  could  have  taken  it 
on  with  convenience,  but  I  shall  not  incommode  myself  with  it  when  1 
have  one  to  send  it  to,  whom  I  prefer  should  have  it  before  myself;  it  ia 
yours  and  my  very  soul  accompanies  it  which  you  hive  long  posseted 
as  you  well  know  *  *  *  *  The  Limner  tells  me,  if  you  keep  the 
Miniature  in.  your  hands  until  the  Ivory  gets  warm  it  will  warp,  it  is  in 
the  ease.  My  horses  are  ready  and  I  must  leave  this  in  a  few  moments 
after  delivering  the  Case.  God  preserve  you  to  repay  with  happiness 
for  the  days  of  misery  I  endure  in  my  absence  from  my  loved  Harriot. 
Your  affectionate  Husband 
Mrs-  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Cherry  Hill.  Sol,  Van  Rensselabk. 

In  its  red  morocco-case  lined  with  white  satin  was  placed  this  exquisitely 
painted  miniature  ;  it  is  on  ivory,  (executed  by  the  eminent  portrait  painter 
Gilbert  Stuart,)  and  is  set  in  gold,  with  my  father's  and  mother's  hair  to 
the  center  of  the  back.  The  initials  "  S  &  H.V.R."  are  interwoven  in 
gold  letters  on  the  glass  over  the  hair.  His  noble,  handsome  features 
are  perfect ;  those  dark  brown,  flashing,  speaking  eyes  oould  not  be  sur- 
passed ;  the  black  hair  is  welt  powdered  and  braided  behind  in  the  fashion- 
able cue.  His  full  wide  ruffle  shirt,  black  satin  stock,  his  military  blue 
coat  with  its  red  facings  and  wide  red  collar  turned  over,  bright  epaulets 
and  black  leather  sword  strap  with  United  States  arms  inscribed  on  its. 
shield  across  his  shoulder,  are  all  items  of  fond  scrutiny  to  loving  hearts. 
His  wife  writes  ;"  I  cannot  teil  youhow  the  firstsightof  your  Miniature 
affected  me,  it  was  sometime  before  I  could  recover  myself,     Methinks  I 


db,Google 


134  Legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings. 

Dever  sawabetter  likeness,  but  as  you  observeci  rather  too  mneh  Gravity  for 
jou.  It  is  my  coastant  companion  and  far  preferable  to  any  otlier,  although 
a  Silent  one ;  could  I  enjoy  my  wish  it  should  be  my  only  one  till  the 
return  of  the  beloved  original."  No  wonder  his  tender-hearted  wife  wept 
with  joy  and  was  transported  in  ecstasy  when  she  received  this  exoelleut 
sembiauco  of  her  loved  one. 

Copt.  Van  Bengselaer  to  his  W^fe. 
My  Lovely  Harriot,  Pittsburg,  April  28,  1797. 

I  arrived  at  this  place  in  eight  days  precisely  from  Philadelphia  in  pretty 
good  health ;  having  passed  through  the  beautiful  valleys,  romantic  dells, 
and  looking  with  your  eyes  at  the  grand,  the  picturesque  scenery  aSong  the 
windingriveraofthis  noble  State  and  over  its  lofty  mouotainsjall  accom- 
plished in  safety  with  scalp  a  til!  on  my  bead  I  I  found  to  my  Sorrow  that  Gen- 
era! Wilkinson  had  left  this  three  days  since  for  Port  Washington.  I  have 
some  expectation  of  following  him  tomorrow,  but  in  this  I  am  not  very  clear, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  men  to  man  the  boats  down  the  Ohio.  Doctor 
Carmiohael  and  some  Offioere  go  down  in  about  a  week,  they  want  to  per- 
suade me  to  wait  for  them,  but  this  I  shall  not  consent  to  if  I  can  do  other- 
wise. 1  wish  for  the  Society  of  no  one  in  this  part  of  the  Country.  It 
makes  me  unhappy  to  see  any  one  pleased  who  is  in  the  situation  I  once 
was  happilv  placed.  I  therefore  wish  to  be  with  my  comman  d;  to  attend 
strictly  to  their  discipline  and  Poliee  will  assist  me  in  killing  time  in  this 
far  off  country.  What  tedious  months  must  elapse  before  I  am  again  re- 
stored to  happiness  and  what  a  great  length  of  Territory  must  I  pass  orer 
before  my  eyes  once  more  encounter  the  dear  object  of  its  wishes,  but  thank 
Heavens  the  distance  is  not  as  great  as  I  contemplated.  I  am  told  by  the 
officers  here,  that  I  am  not  to  go  farther  than  Knoxville  owing  to  circum- 
stances of  an  unforseen  nature  turning  up.  [Knoxville  in  Tennessee  is 
upon  the  Holston  river,  four  miles  from  its  junction  with  the  French 
£road  and  is  204  ^i'es  southeast  of  Lexington,  Kentucky.  "  The  city  is 
delightfully  situated,  and  affords  a  pleasant  place  of  resort.  It  was  laid 
out  in  1794  and  is  famous  for  its  manufacture  of  window  glass.  The  caves 
and  mounds  in  Tennessee  are  wonderful.  In  Coffee  county,  not  far  from 
Manchester,  there  is  an  ancient  stone  fort,  enclosed  by  a  wall,  upon  which 
trees  are  Rowing,  whose  age  is  supposed  to  exceed  500  years.  This  mys- 
terioas  fortification  '  'tua  ed  b  ween  two  rivers,  and  occupies  an  area 
of  47  acres. "3     Go  m   «  I  very  much  dreaded,  it  being  quite  un- 

friendly to  a  pei^  u  u  m  d  to  a  colder  one,  but  where  ever  I  may  be 
and  whatever  my      u  is  I   hall  faithfully  inform  jou,  sick  or  well, 

dangerou»or  oth    w  I  th      fore  call  upon  you  by  all  the  sacred  ties 

that  united  us,  a  u       f  a  moments  uneasiness  at  any  Idle  re- 

ports respecting  m  h  d  h  be  any  of  an  unpleasant  nature  prevail- 
ing; and  on  your  part  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  but  that  you  will  act 
with  equal  candor.  I  hope  you  haveere  this  received  your  Portfolio,  Min- 
iature and  letters  sent  on  from  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  have  given 
you  pleasure.  I  wish  I  had  i/our  likeness  here,  what  very  great  satisfac- 
tion it  would  give.me,  I  wish  to  Heavens  you  would  have  it  taken  in  my 
absence,  I  shall  arrange  matters  in  such  a  manner  that  it  will  not  incon- 
venience you  at  all.  EecoUeet  my  sweet  girl  what  happiness  it  will  give, 
80  please  oblige  me  and  let  me  know  if  you  intend  to  make  me  so  happy. 
Tell  blaok  Maggy,  Cornale  and  Flora  not  to  neglect  to  take  good  care  of 
their  lovely  charge ;  was  this  my  lot  how  doubly  happy  would  I  be,  but 
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it  must  be  to  the  contrary  and  I  shall  swbiait  with  as  much  fortitude  as  I 
can  muster,  which  God  knows  is  but  little,  jet  mj  duty  is  clearly  to  en- 
force it. 

I  left  Philadelphia  at  13  o'clock  April  19t!i  1797,  erosaed«,the  Schuyl- 
kill at  1  o'clock  and  proceeded  to  the  Sign  of  Admiral  Warren  23  Miles 
where  I  lodged.  This  tavern  is  on  the  Lancaster  turnpike  not  far  from 
the  scene  of  the  massacre  of  part  of  General  Wayne's  detachment  on 
September  20, 1777,  by  orders  of  General  Howe.  ["  General  Grey  out  down 
53  Americans  in  cold-blooded  cruelty  iu  the  well  known  '  Massacre  at 
Paoli.'  "]  Moved  early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  a  rainy  day.  and 
reached  Lancaster  that  evening  43  Miles  over  a  Turnpike  road  cat  through 
a  rich  tract  of  land.  Lancaster  stands  on  Oonestoga  creek,  has  a  .fine 
court  house,  churches  and  handsome  buildings  with  about  800  houses. 
Moved  early  on  the  21st,  Passed  over  an  intolerable  bad  road  and  reached 
a  Tavern  2  Miles  from  Harrisburg  on  the  Susquehanna ;  this  river  Is  one 
mile  across  and  the  Current  very  rapid.  The  town  contains  about  two 
hundred  houses,  chiefly  of  Briok,  with  a  stone  Jail  and  a  German  church  ; 
it  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  winding  river  with  its  little  islands.  Eliz- 
abeth Hffld  Middle  Town  are  small  villages  I  passed  through ;  the  houses 
are  old  and  chiefly  built  of  logs,  the  former  is  17  and  the  latter  25  Miles 
From  Lancaster,  and  where  I  lodged  having  come  to  day  36  Miles.  The 
22d  neached  Carlisle  to  Breakfast  after  15  miles,  passed  Mount  Rock  7 
Miles,  Shippenburg  14  Miles,  and  Lodged  at  Black's  house,  Gen.  Washing- 
ton bad  his  Head  Quarters  at  Carlisle  in  lt94  ;  there  are  fine  stone  houses, 
a  college,  court-house  and  churches.  All  along  my  route,  these  villages 
flourish  where  the  Indians  and  wild  beasts  lately  roamed.  The  23rd 
being  a  rainy  day  I  did  not  start  until  near  8  o'clock,  then  passed 
ttirough  Strasburg  six  miles  where  I  crossed  three  large  mountainous 
spurs  called  Ktttatinny  hills;  all  these  mountains  are  full  of  coal  with 
much  iron  and  marble;  the  valleys  between  the  hills  are  of  a  rich,  black 
soil.  Skinners  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  I  breakfasted  three  miles  from 
the  last  Town,  from  thence  to  Fort  Littleton  is  12  miles,  from  thence  to 
the  top  of  the  wonderful  Sideling  Hill  eleven  miles  to  another  Skinners 
■where  I  lodged,  having  moved  32  miles  to  day.  Left  Skinners  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  crossed  a  branch  of  the  beautiful  Juniata  and 
thence  to  Colonel  Hartleys,  with  whom  I  breakfasted.  He  was  at  the 
.terrible  scenes  in  the  Wyoming  valley.  After  a  pleasant  rest  I  proceeded 
to  Bedford  and  lodged  at  the  foot  of  the  Alleghany  mountains  at  Byans, 
The  next  day  one  of  my  pistols  was  missing,  which  however  I  found  with 
isome  difficulty,  by  offering  a  reward,  hid  by  one  of  the  Boys  in  the  Stable  j 
after  it  was  recovered  I  commenced  my  journey  for  the  day  which  was 
Tainy.  Passed  over  an  exceedingly  bad  road  across  the  mountain,  being 
15  miles  over  a  very  rocky  route.  At  Stony  Creek  I  breakfasted  and 
from  thence  to  Freemans  at  the  foot  of  Laurel  Hill  where  I  lodged  in 
most  miserable  quarters.  The  26th  was  at  the  Old  Fort  Legonier  the  post 
-of  General  St.  Clair  during  the  French  War,  and  proceeded  to  Eiads 
■where  I  breakfasted,  15  Miles  from  that  to  a  I^rge  Town  by  the  name  of 
Greensburg  10  Miles.  [At  Greensburgh  is  a  monument  to  the  same 
IMajor  General  Arthur  St.  Clair.]  From  thence  to  Turtle  Creek  19  miles 
where  I  stayed  for  the  night  having  gone  44  miles.  On  the  27th  pro- 
ceeded to  Pittsburg  being  twelve  miles  and  reached  it  at  11  o'clock  where 
I  found  a  number  of  my  friends  which  in  some  measure  relieved  my  de- 
pressed spirits.     Farewell  my  dearest  Harriot  take  good  care  of  yourself, 
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much  is  depending  on  it.     I  have  written  to  my  Father  and  others.     May 
much  happiness  attend  you  praya  your  affectionate  hushafid, 
M„.  Hmiot  Vao  Een.relaer,  Cherr,  Hill.      S°''  '^'^•'  B™M'"'i™' 
Mctraels  fi-om  Gaptain  Ya/n  BevsHelaer'tt  Note  Booh. 

The  country  about  Pittsburgh  is  very  hilly,  and  a  few  miles  from  here 
is  the  Battle-ground  of  General  Braddock,  where  he  was  defeated  in  1155. 
A  French  Fort  called  Du  Quesne  was  then  standing  on  the  Pittsburg's 
site.  I  continued  in  this  place  till  Saturday  29th ;  the  afternoon  of  which 
day  at  3  o'clock  I  embarked,  to  navigate  the  Ohio  rivet,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  in  the  world,  with  a  gentle  current  and  easy  of  navi- 
gation, iu  a  large  Kentucky  keel-boat  [had  a  flat  bottom,  hut  no  sails,] 
loaded  with  Dragoon  equipments  and  the  Chickasaw  annuity  for  this  year, 
with  onl;  three  Soldiers  and  a  Quarter  Master's  man.  In  this  weak  state 
of  defence  I  commenced  a  really  dangerotls  and  very  dlfScult  route  down 
the  pietaresi^ue  and  extensive  Ohio,  with  a  head  wind  and  rain  to  comfort 
me,  but  the  wafer  in  pretty  good  order  and  we  floated  quietly  all  flight 
without  any  alarm  from  Indian  foes.  Early  in  the  morning  of  May  1st 
just  before  daylight  passed  Wheeling  96  miles  froto  Pittsburg.  This  day 
nothing  of  not«  happened  as  we  passed  along  in  sight  of  a  number  of  huts 
on  each  bank  and  a  small  town.  On  the  morning  of  2d  May  at  9  o'clock 
landed  at  Muskingum  (Marietta)  a  large  atid  beautiful  Settlement  of  New 
iEjDglanders.  Here  7  remained  half  an  hour  and  took  on  board  a  Mr. 
Lowder,  a  printer  from  New  York  and  at  12  o'clock  landed  him  on  Belpree 
Island  twelve  miles  from  Marietta.  Here  I  was  introduced  to  a  Mr, 
Ba«husand  his  wife  from  New  Loudon,  and  was  not  a  little  astonished 
to  find  so  accomplished  a  woman  in  these  d^ert  wilds.  Being  frustrated 
in  my  intention  of  procuring  forage  for  my  horses  at  this  place,  I  hoisied 
my  viooden  Sails  and  at  1  o'clock  P.M.  again  came  too,  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  Island,  three  miles  and  succeeded  in  getting  hay  by  paying  at  the 
rate  of  50  cts.  per  Hundred.  '  Opposite  this  Island  aud  a  little  above  it, 
are  the  three  Settlements  of  Belpree,  each  village  Smiles  apart.  Two 
Turkeys  were  on  the  right  or  Indian  beach  for  the  first  time  since  we  left 
Pittsburg,  the  wind  continually  ahead. 

3d.  The  wind  from  the  South  accompanyed  with  rain  which  much  re- 
tarded our  progress,  a  few  huts  were  to  be  seen  on  each  Bank.  At  1 
o'clock  p.  M.,  passed  the  Great  Canawha  river,  the  Town  is  called  Point 
Pleasant,  a  name  Well  adapted  to  the  situation.  ■  Here  was  formerly  a 
Garrison  built  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Virginia  called  together  by  General 
Andrew  Lewis,  it  was  some  vears  siace  in  1774  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
who  unfortunately  killed  Col.  Charles  Lewis,  but  could  not  carry  the  Fort 
which  was  strongly  fortified  with  logs  and  entrenchments.  At  half  past 
one,  passed  a  French  gettlemeut  on  the  Indian  Bank  called  GalHpolice 
three  miles  from  the  last  river  and  100  miles  from  Muskingum  which  we 
came  in  14  hours.  The  Country  on  each  side  of  the  River  was  beautiful 
beyond  conception  with  its  wild  scenery,  tall  grasses  and  trees. 

4th.  The  early  part  of  last  night  Was  clear  and  the  moon  shone  bright 
untU  about  11  o'clock,  when  a  violent  rain  and  thunderstorm  caioe  on 
which  lasted  until  near  four  in  the  morning,  with  so  much  violence  as  to 
put  us  in  danger  of  being  drove  on  shore.  The  water  being  high  it  was 
with  difficulty  we  could  proceed,  and  to  make  land  it  was  impossible  with- 
out infinite  danger  from  the  Indians.  No  materia!  injury  however 
happened.    At  2  P.  m.,  passed  the  mouth  of  the  big  Soiota  river  on  the 
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N.  W.  of  the  Ohio.  The  lands  nre  very  rich  and  the  Country  level.  The 
head  waters  of  this  river  is  near  the  Lake  and  is  Navigahle  for  boats  200 
miles,  the  width  of  it  is  about  150  yards.  Four  miles  below  this  Island 
at  a  friend's  Major  Bellies  on  Turkey  Oreek,  the  old  Bachelor  treated  me 
with  great  politeness.  After  viewing  his  plantation  ("which  ia  really 
beautiful)  I  again  started  at  sis  o'clock.  Some  distance  below  this,  passed 
the  three  Islands  in  the  night,  the  River  serene  and  pleasant. 

5th.  In  the  morning  it  rained  quite  fast,  and  the  wind  ahead,  passed 
Limestone  at  7  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  Kentucky  landing  place  60  miles  from 
Lexington  and  the  like  distance  from  Cincinnati,  a  number  of  houses  on 
each  bank  were  to  be  seen.  [Limestone  is  upon  Limestone  Creek  and  is 
now  called  Maysville.j 

6th.  Passed  Colnmbia  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  at  5  o'clook 
landed  at  Fort  Washington  in  good  order,  where  I  at  once  reported  my- 
self to  Greneral  Wilkinson.  [In  those  early  times  it  was  a  very  hazardous 
business  to  navigate  the  Ohio  river.  Often  were  the  boats  taken  by  the 
enemy,  and  every  one  on  board,  destroyed  by  the  Indians.  And  if  the 
settlers  attempted  to  clear  new  fields,  they  did  it  at  the  peril  of  their 
lives.  Guarded  by  sentinels,  and  carrying  their  arms,  they  hoed  thetr 
corn  fields.  In  1791,  some  French  immigrants  settled  on  the  Ohio  river 
at  a  place,  which  they  appropriately  called  Gallipolis.  They  had  been 
Hwindled  out  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  crowns  in  silver,  by  a  few 
arch  knaves,  who,  visiting  Paris,  pretended  to  own  a  large  tract  of  land,  im- 
mediately adjoining  on  the  west  side  of '  the  Ohio  company's  land.'  These 
people  lived  at  Gallipolis  during  the  old  Indian  war,  and  suffered  some 
from  the  Indians  as  well  as  from  sickness,  and  many  privations  in  a  far 
wilderness.     Columbia  was  near  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami  river.] 

Capt,  Van  Seaeselam'  to  kia  Wife. 
My  Dearest  Wife,  Fort  Washington,  May  7,  1797. 

At  Fort  Washington  every  week  there  is  a  Mail  to  and  from  that  place, 
and  likewise  at  Knoxville,  therefore  I  shall  with  anxiety  attend  regularly 
when  the  mail  arrives.  On  Thursday  nest  you  will  no  doubt  receive  ray 
letter  from  Pitfsburg  informing  you  of  my  safe  arrival  there,  and  the  time 
I  expected  to  leave  the  Site  of  the  old  French  Fort  Du  Quesne,  or  Port 
Fitt.  Yesterday  a  week  was  the  time,  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  I  set 
sail  with  a  head  wind  and  raining  very  fast.  Pr.  Carmichael  and  the 
officers  advised  me  not  to  proceed  on  my  journey  with  the  small  force 
under  my  command,  consisting  of  three  Infantry  soldiers  and  a  hired 
man,  having  in  mj  charge  the  equipments  for  myTroop,  and  the  valuable 
Chickasaw  Indian  goods  for  this  year.  The  obstacles  I  had  to  encounter 
were  very  evident  to  me,  but  knowing  how  tedious  it  would  be  to  wait 
ten  days  for  Colonel  Butler  and  the  company  who  wished  to  detain  me, 
in  a  place  where  there  was  nothing  calculated  to  draw  my  attention,  and 
above  all  the  continual  idea  of  shortening  my  absence  from  a  place,  where 
all  that  is  dear  and  interesting  to  me  in  this  life  is  fixed,  were  reasons  too 
forcible  for  me  to  disregard  every  difficulty.  Of  this  you  may  be  assured 
I  had  my  full  share ;  in  the  five  hundred  miles  I  only  stopped  three  times 
to  take  in  wood,  forage  &o.  I  kept  the  boat  afloat  at  all  times,  fair  and 
foul  weather,  night  and  day,  the  responsibility  was  intensely  feit  and  I 
had  no  disposition,  through  negligence  to  try  Inilitary  achievements  on 
inmates  of  the  many  wigwams  ever  in  sight.  Without  any  marvelous 
18 
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adventures  I  reached  this  place  at  5  o'clock  oq  the  morning  of  yesterday, 
all  in  good  order.  It  could  hardly  be  credited  that  I  had  come  in  so 
short  a  time  under  so  man j  disadvantageous  circumstances ;  but  there 
was  no  need  of  an  affidavit  all  saw  for  themselves.  My  pleasing  espeeta- 
tions  of  dispatch  were  quickly  blasted  on  being  toid  that  the  horses  and 
roeu  had  not  all  arrived.  This  is  the  case  te  my  sorrow,  nor  will  they 
be  here  in  less  than  a  fortnight  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  General. 
He  is  much  pleased  with  my  punctuality  and  shows  every  mark  of  friend- 
ship, with  a  wish  to  make  me  satisfied  with  my  situation.  May  Wih. 
General  Wilkinson  insisted  upon  my  living  with  him  in  his  family,  which 
I  have  agreed  to  do  while  I  remain  here.  Save  my  dear  Harriot,  I  have 
every  thing  I  can  desire  and  Jake  is  a  good  boy,  he  takes  good  care  of 
me.  I  sh-.ll  be  busily  employed  the  ensuing  week  to  get  every  thing  in 
perfect  readiness  to  mount  the  men,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  from  Fort 
Defiance.  The  Saddles  &c.  will  all  want  repairing,  and  after  this  is  done 
and  the  horses  a  little  accustomed  to  firing,  I  shall  cross  the  Ohio  on  my 
route  to  the  Cumberland  in  Tennessee.  The  General  has  invited  me  to 
take  a  ride  with  him  to  the  big  Miami  tomorrow,  thirty  miles  below  this. 
To  day  we  all  dine  with  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  this  place,  I  will  soon 
have  to  prepare  for  the  occasion,  I  suppose  they  will  be  pretty  hlut,  but 
for  my  part  I  declare  off.  Nine  o'clock  P.  M.  We  have  my  dear  Harriot 
just  returned  from  the  feast,  all  pretty  merry  and  one  or  two  a  little 
beyond  it.  The  afternoon  was  pleasantly  passed,  and  the  Dinner  in  great 
elegance  displayed,  nearly  as  well  as  the  Dutchmen  of  Albany  could  have 
done  it,  making  allowances  for  his  being  a  Bachelor,  it  was  better.  The 
General  showed  me  your  Father's  letter,  it  was  couched  in  very  strong 
terms,  he  wished  me  to  continue  in  service  and  told  the  General  to  keep  mo 
in  it,  you  was  very  much  opposed  to  it,  for  which  they  could  make  al- 
lowances on  account  of  your  situation.  I  had  rather  he  had  been  silent 
on  that  business  *  *  *  Adieu,  Adieu.  May  God  biess  you  and  keep 
you  perfectly  well  and  happy.  y^^^  gj^^^^^  Husband 

Mrs.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaee. 

Cherry  Hill,  Albany. 

Captain  Tan  Rensmlaer  to  his  Wife. 
My  Dear  Harriot;  Lexington,  Kentucky  18th  May,  1797. 

*  *  *  *  Since  writing  to  you  by  the  last  mail  from  Port  Washington, 
I  have  been  ordered  to  this  place  to  Inspect  and  expedite  the  completion 
of  the  purchase  of  the  horses  for  my  Troop,  mhieh  I  have  accomplished, 
they  are  fine  horses.  I  sent  on  all  those  the  Quarter  Master  purchased 
save  three  that  I  condemned,  they  would  not  pass  muster ;  yesterday  they 
left  this,  and  I  shall  follow  them  in  the  afternoon.  I  have  given  the 
Quarter  Master  directions  to  move  very  slow  with  them,  that  they  may 
be  in  good  order  when  I  receive  them.  I  shall  get  at  Fort  Washington 
two  dajs  before  them  and  have  every  thing  in  readiness  to  mount  the 
men  immediately  on  their  arrival ;  aller  this  is  accomplished  and  the 
horses  a  little  manteuvred  I  shall  commence  my  wished  for  march  through 
this  place  to  the  Cumberland.  Then  around  about  way  of  some  sis  hund- 
red miles  to  Knosville,  Tennessee,  where  you  shall  again  hear  from  me, 
and  likewise  before  I  leave  this  place  on  my  return  here.  The  people  are 
very  kind  and  friendly  in  Lexington,  every  day  since  my  arrival  1  have 
dined  out,  and  am  engaged  for  a  week  if  I  was  to  stay,  but  how  very 
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differently  am  I  inclined  towards  them  now  to  what  I  was  three  yeara 
since.  Now  all  company  is  rather  an  incumbrance  than  a  pleasure  to  me  ; 
no  society  can  I  enjoy  until  I  return  to  Cherry  Hill,  there  and  only  there 
caQ  I  be  happy,  hut  alas,  this  period  is  too  far  distant  How  many  uneasy 
momenta  must  I  pass  away  before  I  an  p  e  s  a  anqu  m  nd  ne  er 
did  I  know  how  sincerely  I  loved  you  un  S  h  ue  s  pa  a  n  I  h  e 
injured  you  more  thaa  ever  I  oan  mak  mpna  nf  I  udnt 
have  married  until  after  [  left  the  Army  my  d       Ha  y  u  know 

I  had  no  thoughts  of  leaving  you  at  th  m  And  wh  n  I  w  un  s- 
pectedly  called  upon,  I  could  not  re         w  d        I     y  u    p       nt 

delicate  situation,  you  stand  in  need  of  he  tender  care  and  sympathy  of 
a  husband  who  haa  no  other  ambition  but  to  make  you  happy,  but  this 
unhappily  is  denyed  him  at  present,  but  you  know  it  is  not  through  his 
choice.  Therefore  keep  up  your  spirits  and  let  us  meet  with  fortitude 
the  misfortunes  allotted  to  each  in  this  life,  of  which  we  must  expect  our 
share,  but  very  little  can  I  boast  of  when  I  reflect  on  you. 

Write  to  Koosville  immediately  oa  the  receipt  of  this  I  shall  he  there 
about  the  last  of  next  month  ;  give  mo  all  the  news  of  the  day.  Haa 
the  fever  left  your  b'ather  ?  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  misfortune  of  my 
brother  Killian,  I  saw  the  account  in  a  paper  before  I  left.  Philadelphia 
that  he  had  been  captured.  My  mother's  letter  to  him  says ;  "  Your 
Father  haa  been  to  New  York,  since  his  return  your  brother  was  brought 
in  on  April  23d  by  the  Schr  Betaey,  master  0.  N.  Mole  in  24  days. 

["  Capt.  Killian  H.  Van  Rensselaer,  late  of  the  schooner  Two  Friends 
of  New  York  port,  and  belonging  to  Thomas  White,  merchant  of  this 
eity,  came  passenger  in  the  Betsey.  He  aailed  from  Wilmington,  N.  0., 
oil  the  15th  of  February  bound  to  Martinico,  and  on  the  6th  of  March  in 
lat.  26,  long.  58,  he  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer  schooner,  called 
La  Voitiaseur,  commanded  by  Lombar.  They  took  Capt.  Van  Rensselaer 
on  board  the  privateer,  ho  was  put  in  irons,  and  deprived  of  much  ;  they 
robbed  his  chest  of  all  his  papers  and  great  part  of  his  clothing.  They 
likewise  robbed  the  mate  and  crew;  then  aenta  prize  master  and  sis  men 
on  board  the  schooner  and  ordered  her  for  Ourracoa,  detaining  the 
captain,  mate  and  2  seamen  on  board  the  privateer.  On  the  8th,  they 
spoke  the  sloop  Industry,  Capt.  Lovell  from  Charleston,  and  carried  into 
Jaquemel."] 

"  Disagreeable  news  is  furnished  with  wings  and  KiUian's  misfortune 
adds  greatly  to  our  uneasiness  on  my  brother  Robert's  account,  he  too  may 
share  the  same  fate  and  I  fear  his  want  of  fortitude  in  that  case.  On 
Friday  Papa  went  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  Patroon's  only  daughter 
she  died  suddenly  of  the  colic.  The  first  you  write  after  receiving  this 
do  inclose  me  a  lock  of  your  hair,  I  will  have  it  put  in  the  Back  of  your 
Miniature  with  some  of  mine,  like  sheaves  of  wheat.  Par  be  it  from  me 
to  beg  you  to  return  one  moment  sooner,  than  is  consistent  with  honor 
or  duty."  Capt.  V.  R.,  continues,  "  I  earnestly  pray  your  brother  Robert 
may  not  share  the  same  fate,  should  he  be  so  unfortunate,  let  me  beg  of 
you  not  to  take  it  too  much  to  heart,  it  can  answer  no  good  purpose.  A 
Brother  ia  near,  but  reoollect  a  fond  husband  is  nearer.  If  your  two 
brothers  Peter  and  Robert  have  arrived,  tell  them  I  am  one  of  their  best 
wishers.     I  am  now  in  great  haste  to  get  off, 

Your  affectionate  Husband, 
Solomon  Van  Rensslaer, 

Mrs.  Sol.  Van  RenaseSaer,  Cherry  Hill,  Albany. 
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May  11,  1797.  At  Port  Washington  dined  in  Company  witli  the  Gen- 
era! and  other  officers  at  the  Lieut.  GovernOTs.  At  Fort  Washington  I 
found  the  men  of  my  old  troop  dismounted.  I  had  not  seen  the  fine  fellows 
since  the  great  battle  in  which  they  horo  a  distinguished  part.  The 
meeting  was  as  unexpected  as  gratifying.  I  immediately,  on  the  12th 
passed  OTer  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  to  facilitate,  superintend  and  expedit*  the 
purchase  of  horses  to  mount  my  men,  and  in  a  few  days  reported  myself 
and  troop  ready  for  duty  :  having  arrived  at  Lexington  on  the  morning  of 
the  14th  and  left  in  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  and  reached  Georgetown 
12  miles  after  having  forwarded  the  horses  for  my  Troop,  and  on  the  20th 
reached  Fort  Washington  through  a  continual  rain  for  SO  miles. 

21st.  The  horses  arrived  at  the  river,  Lieut.  Ball  with  thirty  Dragoons 
went  over  and  took  charge  of  them.  I  crossed  with  him  and  receipted 
for  them, 

22nd.  They  were  crossed  in  tolerable  order  and  without  conftision. 
The  two  or  three  following  days,  the  Blacksmiths  were  employed  in  Shoe- 
ing of  them,  and  the  Tarrier  in  trimming  and  Physicing  them,  whilst 
myself  closely  engaged  in  getting  every  thing  in  readiness  for  the  March  &c. 

25th.  Assorted  the  horses  to  their  Eiders  and  on  the  26th,  were  for  the 
first  time  mounted,  and  after  being  inspected  by  the  Commander-in-Ohief 
crossed  the  Ohio  and  encamped  on  its  bank  opposite  Cincinnati,  to  prevent 
the  frequent  oases  of  drunkenness  in  the  Troop.  This  day  Captain  Isaac 
Guion  received  orders  to  descend  the  River  to  Natohea  in  Mississippi, 
but  did  not  go  until  the  day  after.  Captain  Ford's  company  also  received 
orders  this  daif  and  the  General  descended  the  River  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Miami  to  the  Camp  of  the  4th  Regiment  under  the  command  of  Col- 
onel Butler  intended  for  Knoxville,  and  returned  on  the  day  following 
when  Captain  Guion  Sailed  for  the  post  of  Natchez.  In  compliance  with 
my  orders  received  to  day,  I  am  exercising  my  Troop  and  in  a  few  days 
will  be  ready  to  start,  ["  The  equivocal  conduct  of  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties of  Louisiana  in  relation  to  the  treaty  of  limits  &c.  induced  General 
Wilkinson  to  reinforce  our  military  posts  on  the  Mississippi  river;  and  for 
this  service  he  selected  Captain  Isaac  Guion,  an  officer  of  tried  confidence 
and  approved  intelligence,  who  had  served  with  General  Montgomery 
before  Quebec,  and  possessed  great  energy  of  character."] 

Qeneval  Wilkinson  to  Capt.  Van  Senssdaor. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Fort  Washington,  May  26,  1797. 

You  are,  this  day.  to  cross  the  Ohio  river,  with  your  troop,  and  to 
commence  your  march  for  Knoxville,  in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  without 
one  moments  unnecessary  delay.  You  will  proceed  by  easy  marches,  on 
the  most  convenient  road  for  Fort  Blount,  on  the  Cumberland  river. 
Should  you  discover  on  your  approach  to,  or  arrival  at  this  place,  that  the 
Indians  are  hostilely  disposed,  you  are  to  fall  back  either  to  Nashville  or 
take  some  intermediate  secure  position,  whe      y  1  y  1     w  11 

subsisted,  and  wait  the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Col.  C  mm     d        B    1      wh 
orders  you  are  to  receive.     But  should  you  fi  d   h    I    1  f 

tranquility,  you  will  proceed  on  to  Knoxvill     w   h  d      ml       j  p 
tion  and  on  your  arrival  there,  will  report         h  ffi  h 

station,  and  require  quarters  and  subsisten      f     y       m  d  h 
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Tfhere  you  are  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Col.  Butler,  unless  otherwise  disposed 

of  under  the  authority  of  the  PresideDt.     Wishing  you  an  agreeable  tour, 

I  remain  with  much  friepdahip  your  obedient  si 


Captain  Van  Eensselaer, 

General  Wilkinson  was  appointed  deputy  adjutant  general  by  Gen. 
Gates,  and,  after  the  surrender  of  BufKoyne,  congress  made  him  a  briga- 
dier general  by  brevet.  Congress  was  so  overjoyed  at  the  surrender, 
they  allowed  Col.  Wilkinson,  the  messenger  of  the  glad  tidings,  to  stand 
upon  their  floor  and  announce  the  fact. 

ExtraeU  from  Gapt.   V.  Jft  Ifote  Book. 

June  4th.  Eemained  until  this  day  in  the  family  of  the  General  Lieut. 
Ball  with  the  Troop  on  duty.  The  General,  Inspectors  and  other  Officers 
visited  our  cauip  and  reviewed  the  Troop ;  in  the  evening  I  returned  with 
them  and  remained  until  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  When  I  received  my 
Orders  to  march,  and  took  leave  of  the  General  and  others.  This  morning 
we  commenced  our  march  and  reached  Beads  on  the  Dike  Ridge  the  20 
Miles.  Seven  of  the  men  were  drunk  and  one  lost  his  smord,  for  which 
he  received  thirty  Lashes,  and  another  Six  for  his  carelessness  in  losing 
his  canteen. 

6th.  In  the  morning  commenced  our  March  and  reached  Little  Station 
at  4  oclock  P.M.  without  any  accident  happening,  here  Lient.  Ball 
joined  me  with  Dispatches  from  the  Oommander-in-Chief  for  KnoxvUle 
&c,  went  to  day  20  Miles. 

7th.  Left  the  Troop  under  the  Command  of  Lt.  Ball  and  proceeded 
onward  with  my  Servant  and  one  Dragoon  to  Lexington  40  mites,  with  a 
view  to  forward  him  on  express  if  a  Citizen  of  confidence  could  not  be 
had,  and  reached  that  Town  about  sunset,  and  proceeded  Co  accomplish 
the  business. 

8th.  Dispatched  tlie  Dragoon  Bspress,  and  then  was  employed  in  Scour- 
ing the  Country  to  form  our  Encampment  &o. 

9th,  The  Troop  arrived  and  took  possession  of  a  beautiful  spot  two 
miles  from  Lexington.  Several  of  the  men  intoxicated  and  three  did  not 
join  this  day  which  will  be  all  the  worse  for  them. 

10th,  The  men  joined.  Corporal  Joiney  1  reduced  to  the  ranks  and  or- 
dered him  to  receive  25  Lashes  for  disobedience  of  orders.  Maynard, 
Culin  and  Jackson  received  50  Laahes  each  for  leaving  the  Troop  and 
getting  drunk. 

11th  &  12th.  Dined  with  the  citizens  who  are  very  attentive  and  friendly 
to  the  officers.  There  are  frequent  parties  visiting  our  Camp.  The 
Saddlers  and  Blacksmiths  are  employed  constauily  in  the  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  Troop. 

ISth.  The  Volunteer  Troop  of  horse,  gives  us  a  grand  and  pleasant 
Barbecue  ;  theirs  is  a  pretty  Scarlet  with  Black  and  Silver  lace.  The 
social  entertainmeut  in  the  open  air  gave  a  day  spent  in  harmony  and 
friendship. 
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14th,  Mr.  Brown,  brother  to  a  Senator  in  Congreas,  with  his  Wife  and 
a  number  of  fine  agreeable  young  ladies  honored  ua  with  a  pleasant  visit. 

15th.  A  Ball  wa-s  gii'en  in  honour  of  the  Cloth,  but  not  feeling  much 
inclined  for  such  amuaements  I  declined  going  but  I  requested  Lieut.  Ball 
to  attend,  which  he  did. 

Oa^t.  Van  Bensselaer  to  Ms  Wife. 
My  Lovely  Harriot,     Dragoon  Camp,  LesingtoQ    Ky    June  14,  1797. 

*  *  *  I  have  taken  posaesBton  of  a  beautiful  piece  ot  ground  in  a 
sequestered  spot  two  miles  from  Lexington  and  have  formed  a  pretty 
Camp,  The  Ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  City  pay  «a  frequent  visits,  a 
large  party  are  to  be  out  to  day.  It  is  9  o'olock  a  m  I  have  ordered 
the  Trumpeter  to  sound  for  Roll  call.  I  mast  attend  While  I  lived 
with  General  Wilkinson  in  bis  family  at  Fort  Washington  as  an  evidence 
of  his  confidence,  not  one  single  order  waa  given  me  fir  the  Police  or 
discipline  of  my  Troop.  I  was  left  to  make  such  a  disposition  m  I 
thought  proper,  it  gives  me  pleasure  that  my  little  experience  has  placed 
me  beyond  the  unpleaaant  reflection  of  inade  (uaey  Since  I  have  been 
here,  I  have  received  letters  from  the  General,  amongst  other  things  he 
says,  "  Deliver  the  enclosed  to  Col.  Butler  when  you  meet,  and  send 
forward  the  letter  for  Knoxville  in  such  a  way  as  your  discretion  shall 
direct,  it  is  of  importance.  Life  and  Laurels  my  dear  Boi/  to  you."  Tbe 
letter  I  have  forwarded  by  a  confidential  sergeant. 

5  o'clock  p.  M.  The  expected  party,  my  lovely  Harriot,  have  beeo 
here,  they  were  quite  agreeable,  and  I  did  the  honors  to  the  best  of  my 
skill.  June  15th.  This  morning  it  rained  a  little  which  prevented  my 
moving,  bat  it  has  now  cleared  off,  and  have  given  directions  to  have 
every  thing  in  readiness  for  that  purpose  in  tbe  morning,  a  little 
more  timecan  I  only  devote  to  you.  The  Ball  is  Postponed  until  this 
evening  in  consequence  of  the  rain.  Lieut.  Ball  is  now  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  occasion,  but  for  my  part,  I  am  off;  the  perusal  of  your 
affectionate  letter  will,  by  far,  give  me  more  pleasure. 

I  have  an  elegant  pair  of  bays,  these  with  a  fine  sleigh  and  then  what 
pleasure  will  I  have  with  my  Harriot.  Jake  takes  good  care  of  them  and 
behaves  well,  he  is  a  fine  boy  and  makes  an  excellent  body  servant,  you 
will  hardly  know  him.  I  draw  provisions  for  him  by  order  of  the 
General.  I  wrote  this  letter  at  different  times  as  I  could  find  opportunity, 
or  be  spared  from  the  duty  of  the  Troop,  it  is  written  on  my  knee,  I  need 
not  make  any  apology  for  inaccuracy  in  it.  Mr.  Ball  is  just  going  to 
Town  and  I  must  close,  with  the  cruel  word  Adieu. 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Mrs.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Cherry  Hill,  Albany. 

Extracts  from  Oa^t.  Van  Bensselaer's  Note  BooJc. 

June  16th.  Every  thing  being  again  ready  for  a  march,  the  tents  were 
struck  and  baggage  packed.  At  ten  ooloek  commenced  our  move  through 
Lexington  on  the  head  waters  of  Elkborn  river,  with  about  900  inhabitants. 
Our  cavalry  passed  on  in  handsome  order ;  the  streets  were  crowded  with 
gaping  citizens  expressing  their  entire  approbation  "  at  the  beautiful  sight," 
as  they  were  pleased  tu  term  it.  The  full  uniform  and  dragooner's  heavy 
Bword  always  carry  their  peculiar  charm;  perhaps  it  is  owing  to  the  satis- 
faction felt  in  knowing  how  nicely  they  can  slash  through  the  wily  In- 
dian skull,  just  like  cutting  into  a  round  ripe  pumpkin  in  successful  war- 
fare I  After  a  walker  of  20  Miles  encamped  at  a  hot  headed  Democrats. 
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17tli.  Reaohed  Danville  twenty  mUes  more  after  crossing  the  Kentuoky 
and  Dicks'  River;  a  heavy  rain  accompanied  as  this  day.  The  high 
rocks  or  precipices  being  400  feet  high  of  Dick  river  are  wonderful  j  some 
of  the  banke  are  of  lime  stone  and  other  of  white  marble ;  they  are  covered 
with  large  groves  of  red  cedar,  the  banks  high  on  both  sides. 

18th.  It  rained  fast  al)  day;  our  clothes  being  wet,  we  continued  in  camp, 
and  wore  treated  with  much  Civility  by  the  Citizens. 

19th.  Two  pack  horses  were  missing  and  could  not  he  found ;  proceeded 
to  William  Shaws,  found  a  fine  meadow  for  our  horses. 

23rd.  Having  procured  provisions  and  forage  we  left  Shurmans,  and 
after  two  miles  passed  through  the  small  town  of  Greensburgh  and  12 
miles  further  brought  us  to  the  little  Barren  river,  thence  to  the  Blue 
Spring  grove  where  we  encamped.  The  streams  from  some  of  these  springs 
are  quite  as  brinish  as  ocean  water  ;  the  deer  and  other  animals  come  to 
these  licks  to  lap  up  the  salt.  The  land  here  for  eight  miles  at  least  may 
be  called  very  barren  in  every  sense  of  the  word  j  the  Soil  is  stony,  the 
grass  is  long  and  coarse  affording  but  little  subsistence  for  cattle.  Save 
small  scopes  of  timber  in  a  few  places,  nothing  but  scrubby  oaks  are 
visible.  The  extent  of  this  piece  of  most  extraordinary  land  is  100  miles 
each  way,  it  is  extremely  unpleasant  in  warm  weather  and  even  dangerous 
to  travelers.  There  are  many  curious  caves  of  miles  in  length  with  sin- 
gular pillars  and  arches;  there  was  also  a  spring  on  Green  river  the  water 
of  which  wa'J  very  much  like  oil  and  burnt  with  a  fine  light. 

24th  Encamped  at  Sinking  Creek ;  for  13  miles  the  water  was  very 
bad,  naifieou'f  with  sulphur  and  the  land  same  as  yesterday  with  very 
sin£;ular  caiities  ,  tlie  Creek  disappears  for  some  miles. 

26th  Found  the  4th  Kegiment  under  Col.  Butler  encamped  at  the 
Forks  of  the  road  from  Nashville  I  therefore  advanced  three  miles  from 
them  and  encamped  at  Major  Wilson's  26  miles  from  our  last  encampment, 
where  I  got  some  escellent  timothy  and  corn  for  the  horses  and  Indian 
meal  for  the  men,  rain  all  this  day. 

27th.  Proceeded  in  the  rain  four  miles  to  Gen.  Winchesters,  where  I 
purchased  seven  days  provisions  and  Forage.  This  is  the  Cumberland 
Settlements  and  the  richest  soil  I  ever  beheld.  The  Fourth  Regiment 
encamped  near  us,  only  a  creek  dividing  the  camps. 

Got.  Butler  to  Ca^t.  Van  Bensiidaer. 

Sir,  Please  give  the  Corporal  a  Pass  to  travel  the  Canoy-fork  road  to 
South-west  Point.  I  have  notified  the  Officer  at  that  post  of  your  move- 
ments, and  directed  Capt.  Sharks  to  provide  for  the  Dragoons  until  they 
receive  your  orders  to  Join.  Your  Humble  Servt. 

June  28th  1797.  ^^°^-  ^"^'•^''  ^-  ^^"-  **  "■  ^-  ^^S'" 

The  Regiment  moved  before  sunrise  fifteen  miles.  My  Troop  continued 
in  Camp  until  near  12  o'clock,  being  detained  by  rain,  when  it  ceased  the 
line  of  march  was  taken  up.  Being  obliged  to  have  on  hand  a  quantity 
of  provisions  and  forage  to  last  us  for  150  miles  (not  burgagable  to  get 
any  at  the  Stations  in  the  wilderness)  I  directed  the  Dragoons  to  march 
on  foot  to  save  the  horses.  The  road  being  through  a  rich  country  and 
a  continual  thicket  of  cane-brake  ;  it  was  very  muddy  in  consequence  of 
the  rain. 

29th.  Early  in  the  morning  moved  through  rain  and  over  intolerable 
roads,   passed  the  Infantry  encampment,  who    remained    there  for  the 
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day;  the  Coantry  was  rich  and  well  timberecl.  Crossed  the  beautifnl 
River  Cumberlatid  at  the  Caney-fork  ferry  and  formed  our  Camp  on  the 
South  Bank  thereof,  between  the  large  Caney  Branch  and  this  river, 
fifteen  miles.     This  River  is  very  deep  and  consefjueiitly  the  current  not 

30th.  Moved  early  in  the  morning,  the  Dragoons  still  on  foot  but 
the  road  being  over  a  light  hilly  ridge  the  traveling  ia  better.  The 
beautiful  water&lls  among  the  hills  over  which  we  had  passed  and  the 
high  cliffs  was  an  impressive  scene.  Passed  the  Line  (two  miles  south 
east)  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians  where  we  en- 
camped having  gone  twenty-five  miles. 

July  1st.  Our  route  to  day  lay  through  a  Barren  Country  for  about  six 
miles  to  the  forks  of  the  Ganey-fort  an  d  Fort  Blount  roads  at  the  foot  of 
the  Cumberland  Mountain. 

Ga'pt.  Van  Bensadaer  to  Ms  W^e. 
My  Lovely  Harriot,  Dragoon  Encampt.  July  lltb  1797. 

I  reached  Knoxville  the  place  of  my  destination  on  the  5th  Inst,  after 
a  long  march  of  six  Hundred  miles,  which  I  performed  in  one  month  pre- 
cisely from  Fort  Washington.  Not  being  pleased  with  my  situation  in 
Town,  and  Cot,  Butler  with  the  Fourth  Kegiment  not  soon  expected,  I 
moved  on  the  6th  to  this  place  two  miles  from  it,  formed  my  Camp  and 
builtfinestrongStables  which  has  engrossed  all  my  time.  *  *  *  My 
Troop  is  10  be  stationary  near  this  place.  The  Country  is  beautiful  and 
healthy,  the  river  scenery  exceedingly  fine;  the  mountains  and  valleys 
have  great  natural  wonders,  and  all  is  most  agreeable  to  me.  Every  thing 
drives  on  smoothly  about  me,  not  a  man  or  horse  have  I  lost  on  the  march 
or  here.  The  Fourth  Regiment  have  lost  several  by  desertion  etc ;  in 
about  ten  days  they  will  be  here,  when  my  Troop  will  probably  take  its 
position  at  Telico  Block  House  30  miles  distant.  The  pleasing  hope  of 
receiving  a  number  of  letters  from  you  on  my  arrival  in  this  state,  made 
me  bear  with  greater  fortitude  the  fatigues  of  so  long  a  march,  but  Col. 
Butler  is  now  daily  expeoted  and  I  hope  on  the  first  of  September  I 
will  leave  this,  never  t«  return  more  if  you  are  only  spared  to  me.  My 
time  is  almost  constantly  employed  in  the  Police  and  discipline  of  my 
Troop,  business  and  company  leave  but  little  for  writing.  I  have  this 
moment  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Butler  advising  me  of  his  arrival 
at  the  Confluence  of  the  Tennessee  and  Clinob  Rivers,  forty  miles  from 
here,  in  a  few  days  he  will  be  here,  possibly  before  this  leaves  me  on 
nest  Wednesday  by  the  mail.  Under  the  fil^noxville  head  of  the  in- 
closed paper  you  will  find  my  name  mentioned,  it  will  please  you  and  so  I 
send  it  on.  I  have  a  beautiful  pair  of  Moccasins  for  you,  and  from  this 
will  see  I  intend  to  make  a  little  squaw  of  you.  I  must  stop  with  this  at- 
tempt at  a  little  UveUness,  it  does  not  correspond  with  my  feelings.  Let 
me  not  look  buck  to  past  scenes,  it  is  too  distressing;  instead  of  finding 
the  happy  Harriot  to  welcome  me  with  a  tender  embrace  on  my  return 
from  short  visits  on  business  I  must  attend  to  the  dull  routine  of  camp 
duty  and  then  ronsed  from  my  broken  slumbers  by  the  Trumpet  before 
daylight  in  the  morning.  The  Commissioners  are  prooeedmg  with 
amicableness  in  the  iimit  line  survey,  and  my  furlough  wili  allow  me  to 
leave,  if  not  necessarily  required  here.  May  you  not  he-disappointed  in 
spending  your  Birthday,  Sept.  3,  with  me,  we  will  celebrate  it  together, 
Etud  may  you  see  many  days  equally  happy  with  your  doting  Husband  and 
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food  Hula  ones.  And  may  they  crown  jou  with  Laurels  that  will  com- 
pensate for  what  you  may  suffer;  ia  the  character  of  a  Mother  you  will 
shine  iQ  the  care  of  your  little  family.  ^^^^  gj^,  ^^^  p^^^^^jj^ 

Mra.  SolomoQ  Van  Rensselaer,  Cherry  Hill.      S'*^"  "^^^  Rensselaer. 

"  Knoxville,  Teiin.  July  19,  1797.  On  the  15th  inst,  Captain  Van 
Eensaelaer  with  hia  troop  of  light  dragoons,  arrived  in  this  town.  The 
good  order  and  soldierly  appearance  of  this  corps  of  horse  reflect  honor  on 
themselves  and  their  officers.  We  understand  that  the  commissioners 
who  acted  under  the  United  States,  in  running  the  line  between  this  state 
and  the  Indians,  have  desisted  from  esteuding  the  line  from  some  distance 
beyond  Cumberland  to  Clinch  river,  in  consequence  of  some  dissatisfaction 
expressed  by  the  Chorokees.  Col.  Hawkins  &  Mr.  Dinsmoor,  retarned  to 
this  town  a  few  days  ago,  and  Gen.  Pickens  has  remained  at  his  camp  on 
Sinking  oreok  about  ten  miles  from  this  town,  though  we  just  learn  he 
will  come  to  town  tomorrow.  Also  that  Gen.  Winchester  will  shortly  be 
here,  when  it  is  understood  those  vicegerents  of  Executive  power  of  the 
United  States  will  proceed  to  the  division  line  between  the  Cherokeea  and 
the  district  of  Washington  and  HamLlt^m.  in  this  state.  We  do  them  but 
justice  to  add,  that  a  strict  regard  to  the  claims  and  rights  of  both  nations 
(we  have  understood)  will  be  the  governing  principle  of  these  gentlemen.." 

General  Andrew  Pickens  took  bis  first  lessons  in  the  art  of  war  while  serv- 
ing as  a  volunteer  in  Grant's  expedition  against  the  Cherokees,  He 
became  a  warm  republican  when  the  revolution  broke  out,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  active  of  the  military  partizans  of  the  South.  He  was  commis- 
sioned major  general  of  the  South  Carolina  militia  in  1795,  and  was  often  a 
commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indians.  He  married  an  aunt  of  the  late 
John  C.  Calhoun. 

TU  Furlough. 

Knoxville,  State  of  Tenoesssee  July  30,  1797.  CaptainVan  Rensselaer 
of  the  Dragoons  is  pennitted  to  visit  his  Family,  and  to  bo  absent  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Seoretery  of  War. 

Lt.  Col.  Butler.  Ja  :  Wilkinson. 

if.  if.  I.  Visse/ier  to  Oapt.  Van  Benssdam: 
My  dear  Sir,  Fort  Oswego,  November  16,  1797. 

How  many  days,  and  months,  nay  1  almost  years  have  passed  since  I 
have  beheld  a  Letter  from  you,  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  I  should  ever 
again  receive  a  line  if  I  was  not  to  write  you.  How  strange  it  is  that 
whenever  man  (I  mean  the  majority  of  mankind)  slip  into  the  matrimo- 
nial noose,  their  friendship  is  at  onoe  diverged.  But  with  me,  there  will 
be  a  glaring  esce'ption  to  the  rule,  with  me ;  where  two  hearts  have  beat 
in  unison,  where  providence  has  thrown  the  sweet  ingredient  of  friend- 
ship into  the  rugged  path  of  life  to  enable  us  to  sail  down  the  torrent 
with  ease  and  safety,  nothing  can  efface  the  tie  from  my  memory.  No 
morbid  tumor  shall  rankle  in  my  breast,  nor  shall  even  the  Bridal  Bed 
snap  asunder  the  tenderest  ties  of  consanyuinifi/,  affinity  and  friendship 
with  rae.  Friendship  when  once  rooted  in  my  breast  is  not  like  the  plant 
of  a  teniperate  chme  when  removed  to  a  torrid  zone,  where  the  leaf  be- 
comes withered,  the  blossom  no  more  expands  and  the  plant  enervates  and 
dies  under  the  influence  of  the  scorching  sun.  But  with  me  it  never  en- 
19 
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ervates,  it  is  as  impenetrable  to  infection  as  the  castle  which  is  impregna- 
ble, is  impenetrable  to  the  sword  of  the  open  invader.  You  have  heard 
bBfore  this  of  my  appointment  to  the  command  of  this  place.  Pray  when 
have  you  seen  Miss  Sanders  ?  I  wish  she  would  prove  friendly  in  assisting 
me  to  choose  a  partner  like  the  turtle  of  the  vale.  I  am  too  apprehensive 
of  a  rebuff,  or  I  should  request  you  to  present  my  warmest  esteem  to  her. 
I  sincerely  wish  that  my  acquaintance  with  her  was  of  an  earlier  period, 
but  permit  me  to  drop  a  subject  which  admits  of  so  much  doubt  in  its  at- 
tainment to  my  happiness.  This  goes  hy  Col.  Smith  my  particular  ac- 
quaintance who  goes  in  a  Boat  that  carries  your  Trunk  from  Fort  Wash- 
ington to  Schenectady.  I  have  given  a  certificate  on  Mr.  G-len  Agent  for 
transportation,  for  the  carriage.  Present  my  friendship  to  Mrs.  V.  R. 
I  hope  you  are  made  happy  ere  this  by  an  increase  of  family,  but  mum 
on  this  score.  Adieu,  Yours. 

Oapt.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  I.  Vibscheh. 

After  remaining  more  than  a  year  at  Fort  Oswego,  Lieutenant  Nanning 
I.  ViBscher  of  the  Artillery,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  gar- 
rison at  that  place.  This  fort  was  of  great  military  importance  during 
the  colonial  wars.  The  London  Magtimne^  for  the  year  1757  gives  an 
account  of  the  investment. and  surrender  of  the  place,  it  was  reduced  by 
the  French  under  Gen,  Montcalni.  The  works  at  Oswego  at  this  time 
consisted  of  three  forts,  viz.,  the  old  fort  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
and  two  forts  on  the  east  side,  situated  on  two  eminences,  which  latter 
were  commenced  the  year  previous,  and  were  in  an  unfinished  state. 
These  works  were  very  weak,  and  the  walls  of  insufficient  strength  to 
resist  heavy  artillery.  The  English  relied  for  a  defense  upon  having  a 
superior  naval  force  upon  the  late  but  it  was  incomplete.  The  French 
were  the  victors  and  after  the  capitulation  immediately  dismantled  the 
forts. 

Siahard  VaHek  to  Philip  Van  Senssdaer. 
Dear  Sir  :  New  York,  Nov.  28,  1797. 

I  have  the  Honor  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  Mrs.  Rensselaer's 
favor  without  date  accompanied  by  two  Cheeses  and  a  Bag  of  Aragriettiea 
for  Mrs.  Benson  and  myself.  I  should  long  ere  now  have  forwarded  an 
Answer  with  a  Remittance  of  perishable  articles,  consisting  of  most  excel- 
lent Carolina  potatoes,  Oranges  and  a  pot  of  Brandy  peaches,  which  are 
boxed  up  and  have  been  at  the  Wharf  and  remanded  on  account  of  the 
extreme  Cold  Weather,  and  our  hearing  of  your  Eivor  being  frozen  up  so 
as  to  Stop  the  Navigation  to  Kinderhook.  I  hope  the  river  will  open 
again,  or  both  of  us  will  be  disappointed.     While  w  g        I       y  u    n 

the  Birth  of  another  Grand  Daughter,  and  wish  jou  a  d  M      R  la 

as  well  as  Arrietta  and  her  dear  Spouse  [Solomon  V  R  1  ]  y 
Blessing  on  the  Occasion,  we  hear  with  extreme  C  h  d 

Indisposition  of  Mrs.  Elmendorf,  and  thati/ou  are  f      1    m  b  w  II 

Our  best  wishes  attend  you  both  and  may  a  benofi         H  p 

our  friends  ;  to  his  Care  and  protection  we  cheerliiHy  commit  them,  assured 
that  there  alone  they  can  feol  themselves  safe  and  happy. 

With  regret  I  mention  to  you  the  Death  of  Mr.  Martin  Hoffman  of 
Mount  Ross  in  Dutchess  County  (whose  lady  you  saw  with  us).  He  died 
on  Tuesday  last  between  10  and  11,  after  about  24  or  26  Hours  Illuesa  of 
a  Choiio.  So  we  drop  off  one  after  another,  and  who  knows  the  nest  Pas- 
gonger  in  that  Journey.     Mrs.  Benson  joins  Mrs.  Variok  and  Miss  Laidlie 
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and  myself  in  thanks  to  you  and  Mrs.  Rensselaer  for  your  present,  and  ia 
our  best  wishes  for  your  Health  and  That  of  onr  other  friends  of  your 
family,  to  All  whom  We  pray  to  be  affectionately  remembered.  Accept 
the  best  aentiments  of  Respect  and  Affection  from  your  Friend  (who  is 
called  to  Court  in  Haste).  Richard  VaeiOK. 

Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Cherry  Hill,  near  Albany. 
Seerelary  of  War  to  Ga^f.  Van  Mmsaelaer. 
Sir,  War  department,  25  April,  1798. 

The  Service  requiring  your  immediate  presence  with  your  Company, 
yoa  will  be  pleased  to  join  it  with  all  convenient  Speed. 

I  am  Sir  with  regard  Your, most  obedt  Serv. 

Capt.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany. 

Ool.  Rodgdon  to  Capt.  Van  Benasdaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Philadelphia,  26th  November,  1798. 

The  Greaerals  Washington,  Hamilton  and  Pinckney  are  here  making 
with  the  Assistance  of  the  Secretaries  an  arrangement  for  bringing  into 
effect  the  contemplated  Array,  if  you  have  any  particular  claims  to  pre- 
fer I  think  you  ought  to  be  here  as  early  as  possible,  for  it  is  not  expected 
General  Washington  will  remain  an  hour  longer  than  is  Necessary  to 
comp!eat  this  business  for  which  his  information  and  Station  peculiarly 
fit  and  entitle  him.  I  have  no  doubts  deserving  Officers  already  in  Serv- 
ice will  be  properly  noticed,  yet  I  think  it  best  they  should  urge  their 
pretensions  personally.  In  haste  adieu.  If  I  can  Serve  you,  command 
me.  Tours  very  sincerely, 

n    .  p  1  IT      -n         1  Samuel  Hodqdon. 

Capt.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 

Invitation  from,  ffeneri^  Tkomai  Pinck-my. 
Mr.    Pinckney  requests  the  Honor  of  Mr.  Eenslaer's  Company   at 
Dinner  on  Monday  the  23d  Pebry,  at  J  past  5  oClook, 

General  Washington  to  John  Tayloe. 
Dear  Sir  :  Mount  Vernon,  23  January,  1799. 

The  Gfazettes,  which,  I  presume,  you  have  seen,  having  announced 
your  appoiotment  as  Major  in  the  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  I  shall 
add  no  more  than  a  wish  that  it  may  be  acceptable  to  you,  as  it  is  a  very 
honorable  one  for  any  gentleman  who  has  not  been  in  or  seen  much  service. 
The  other  Major  now  is,  and  has  been  in  the  dragoon  service  several 
years  a  Captain,  is  a  man  of  family,  genteel  in  his  person,  has  given 
proofs  of  hia  gallant  behavior,  and  was  wounded  in  General  Wayne's 
victory  over  the  combined  Indian  force  in  the  year  1794.1  Colonel 
Watts,  you  will  no  doubt  have  heard,  was  esteemed  one  of  the  best  oavalry 
officers  we  had  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  whose  merit  is  particularly 
well  known  in  this  state.  In  a  word,  I  believe  it  may  be  said,  that  a  more 
respectable  corps  of  officers  cannot  well  be  than  this,  if  all  the  appoint- 
ments are  accepted. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moat  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Joh.  Tajloe,  Esqr,,  Al  Mount  Ai.,.  '^"^  WASHi»aTO». 

'  Solomon  Van  Keaaselaer,  of  Albany,  subsequently  a  general,  and  the  hero  of 


db,Google 


148  Legacy  of  Histoeioal  Glbahihgs. 

Colonel  Tay I oe  of  Riclimond  county,  having  just  been  elected  to  the 
senate  ofVirginia  after  a  fatiguing  contest,  hesitated  before  accepting  this 
appointment  in  the  army,  on  the  ground,  as  he  wrote  to  General  Wash- 
ington, that  if  he  should  accept,  his  seat  in  the  senate  would  inevitably 
be  filled  by  an  opponent  of  the  administration.  Congress  called  Gen. 
Washington  from  retirement  to  take  command  of  the  army.  He  selected 
those  he  could  rely  on  and  sent  hi^  trusty  General  Hamilton  who  cherished 
my  father  as  a  friend  and  kinsman  for  him.  In  the  presence  of  Gen. 
Hamilton  and  Gen.  Piockney  he  questioned  him  in  regard  to  the  state  of 
his  wounds,  and  in  January,  1800,  appointed  him  amajor  of  cavalry.  "  By 
the  law,"  says  Major  Van  Rensselaer,  "  subsec[uently  enacted  for  reducing 
this  army,  two  troops  of  cavalry  were  retained  without  a  field  officer,  I  of 
course,  was  among  the  disbanded,  but  not  until  after  every  effort  in  my 
favor  had  been  made  by  Governor  Jay,  the  gallant  but  ill-used  Gen. 
Schuyler,  General  Hamilton,  and  all  the  great  Federal  leaders  of  the  day 
to  have  me  retained  in  service." 


T  to  the  Seweiary  of  War. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany,  Octr.  8,  1799. 

Aa  it  seems  of  importance  to  the  Community  that  Military  officers 
should  as  much  as  possible,  be  selected  from  that  class  of  Citizens  whose 
property  renders  them  interested  in,  and  attached  to  the  publio  weal.  If 
in  that  class  competent  characters  can  be  found  ;  Under  this  impression 
I  deem  it  a  public  duty,  respectfully  to  draw  the  attention  of  Government 
to  one  who  in  my  opinion  and  in  the  estimation  of  our  Citizens,  is  every 
way  worthy.  Captain  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  is  the  eldest  Captain  of 
Dragoons  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  &  who  wishes  to  continue  in 
the  service,  toping  that  Irom  his  standing  in  that  Corps,  he  may  with 
propriety,  solicit  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Major  therein.  Of  his  military 
character.  Government  is  probably  well  advised  ;  his  civil  one,  is  marked 
with  prudence,  sobriety,  integrity  and  patriotism.  As  it  will  afford  much 
satisfaction  here  and  to  many  of  your  friends  of  the  Government,  to  see 
its  patronage  extended  fo  so  very  worthy  a  young  Gentleman,  permit  me 
to  entreat  your  countenance  in  his  favor,  with  our  worthy  President. 
I  am  Dear  Sir,  With  great  regard  &  esteem 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

Hon.  Jamea  McHonry  &c.,  &c.,  Secretary  War.       '^^-  Schuyler. 

Zkvf.  2f.  I.  Viseeher  to  Mqjor  Van  Bensselaer. 

My  dear  Sir,  Fort  Niagara,  Nov.  14,  1799, 

After  a  long  lapse  of  time  I  have  again  presumed  to  address  you.  I 
have  from  your  long  silence  supposed,  that  your  friendship  towards  me 
had  ceased,  yet,  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  juvenile  warmth  so  early 
kindled  into  benevolence  and  brotherly  affeotion,and  which  had  for  years 
been  cherished  with  the  greatest  reciprosity,  should  thus  fade  like  the 
faUi-ng  leaf.  I  think  my  conjectures  must  be  right,  for  I  cannot  conceive 
that  any  material  change  could  on  your  part  have  happened  since  Ileft  you, 
save  yourrank  and  preferment  in  life,  but  this  could  not,  and  I  am  almost 
persuaded  that  it  has  not  effected  the  smallest  iota  of  change  in  you.  On 
my  part,  fortune  baa  frowned  with  its  severest  dispensations  on  me  in  the 
lottery  of  promotion,  and  my  humble  rank  makes  me  despair  of  ever 
glittering  as  a  Soldier,  or  acting  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  Science 
of  War.     To  continue  speaking  of  myself  (and  which  I  do  with  diffi- 
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dence^  I  have  for  a  year  or  two  beei 
tial  pursuit'"  but  my  ipplicition  haa 


innifaijiLant   ^ 
EouetliiD^  in  I 


■nlj  bee 


8  particularly  engaged  ii 


ral  Hamilton  for  lea\e  of  absetii"e 
the  General  on  that  soorp  for  I  ; 
the  auspices  of  this  FnnoAinaii,  it  will 
that  I  can  expect  to  leave  this,  til!  ther 


piritnely    apeakinf,     I   have   been    left 
way  that  Juno  left  Ision,  fully  convinoed  of  the 
ruth,   that   "at   twenty  man 
suspects  himself  a  fool,  knows 
~  It  at  30  and  at  40     &e    thus 

have  I  in  my  seaiches  arrived 
at  the  second  stige,  too  well 
impiessed  with  mj  deficiency 
of  education  "  and  the  thou 
sand  natural  shocks  that  fle«h 
IS  heir  to,"  grieved  to  death 
that  I  am  not  C'ipacitated  to 
act  a  more  shining  part  I  im 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  my 
rehgioua  tenets  have  undei 
gone  tome  change,  but  on  thi" 
Imnstforthepiesentbe  silent 
and  rec|ueht  the  same  of  you 
to  this  point  I  find  that  1 
have  in  this  Letter  been  quite 
an  egotiat  but  I  wnte  to  you 
as  an  old  iriend  and  eompa 
triot,  and  with  buch,  strict 
tormula  is  therefore  not  neces- 
sary I  haie  lately  met  with  a 
rebuff  in  apphcation  to  Gene- 
I  shall  to  day  write  ray  ultimatum  to 
determined  no  longei  to  serve  under 
be  till  sometime  in   the  winter 


I.   VISSCBEE 


Major  Sol.  Van  Bensselaer. 

Mr.  Visscher  returned  to  Albany  and  subsequently  wo  read  : 

"  Married,  on  Thursday  Jan.  8,  1807  at  Albany,  by  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Bradford,  Mr.  Nanning  I.  Visscher,  Merchant,  to  Miss  Catharine  Glen 
Vaa  Rensselaer,  daughter  of  Colonel  Johu  I.  Van  Rensselaer,  both  of 
Greenbush." 

Alexander  Hamilt«n  was  born  on.  the  island  of  Nevis,  British  West 
Indies.  He  was  of  Scottish  descent  by  his  father;  French  by  his  mother. 
Fort  Niagara  was  under  the  supervision  of  Gen.  Hamilton. 

In  1798,  when  an  invasion  was  apprehended  from  the  French,  and  a 
provisional  army  had  been  called  into  the  field,  President  Adams  had  ofl'ered 
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the  chief  command  of  this  army  to  Gen.  Washington,  who  consented  to 
accept  ID  case  Hamilton  should  be  chosen  second  in  command,  with  the 
title  of  inspector  general.  He  succeeded  in  hringing  the  organization  and 
discipline  of  the  army  to  a  high  degree  of  eseellence.  The  chief  com- 
mand devolved  on  him  at  the  death  of  Washington  in  1799, 


CHAPTER  YH. 

Troublous  Times. 


President  John  Adams  transmitted  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
a  letter  received  from  Tobias  Lear,  Esq.,  private  secretary  to  General 
Washington,  communicating  the'sad  intelligence  that :  "  On  the  14th  day 
of  December  1799,  G-eneral  GEoaCB  Washinoton  breathed  his  last  at 
Mount  Vernon  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age."  House  of  Representatives, 
Dec.  18,  1799,  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Marshall  rose  and  addressed  the 
Speaker  in  the  following  words  :  "  Information,  Sir,  has  just  been  received 
that  our  illustrious  fellow  citizen,  the  oommandor-in-chief  of  the  American 
army,  and  late  President  of  the  United  States,  Our  Washington  is  no 
more  !  the  hero,  the  sage,  and  the  patiot  of  America,  the  man  on  whom  in 
times  of  danger  every  eye  was  turned,  and  all  hopes  were  pJaced,  lives 
now  only  in  his  own  great  actions,  and  in  the  hearts  of  an  affectionate  and 
afflicted  people." 

"  Philadelphia  December  20.  In  consequence  of  the  afflicting  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  General  Washington,  Mrs.  Adams's  drawing  room  is  de- 
ferred to  Friday  the  27th,  when  the  Ladies  are  respectfully  requested  to 
wear  white,  trimmed  with  black  ribbon,  black  gloves  and  fan,  as  a  token 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
Ladies  of  the  officers  of  the  general  government  will  please  to  wear  hlaok." 

"  Washington  is  no  more  !  How  shall  we  eipresa  our  grief  on  this  dis- 
tressing event;  with  what  language  shall  we  give  vent  to  the  full  feelings 
of  our  hearts.  It  is  true,  he  had  reached  the  summit  of  human  honor, 
and  was  ripe  for  immortal  Glory.  It  is  true,  he  had  retired,  in  a  degree, 
from  public  office,  to  the  walks  of  rural  life.  It  is  true,  the  government 
of  our  country  has  devolved  on  wise  and  faithful  men ;  Yet  Washington 
was  still  our  guardian,  our  pride  and  our  defence.  His  reputation  was  a 
bulwark,  and  a  shield,  under  whose  broad  and  protecting  shade  America 
reposed  with  unbounded  confidence.  He  led  out  armies  amidst  the  perils 
of  revolution  to  victory.  His  virtues,  his  wisdom  hushed  to  peace  the 
voice  of  discord,  and  consolidated  these  states  under  one  firm  government. 
Heaven  lent  him  to  us,  to  make  us  a  nation,  and  to  render  us  prosperous, 
powerful  and  happy.  Having  accomplished  his  high  errand,  he  is  now 
recalled  and  we  are  overwhelmed  with  grief.  He  was  taken  ill  on  Friday. 
An  intimate  friend  asked  him  if  he  wished  to  have  anything  done  on  the 
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arcangeuient  of  his  temporal  affairs ;  he  shook  his  head  and  replied,  '  no 
I  thank  you,  for  my  books  are  all  posted  to  Tuesday.'" 

"The  Common  Council  of  Albany  N,  Y.,  on  hearing  the  melancholy 
tidings  of  the  death  of  General  Washington,  came  to  the  followiug 
resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Bella  of  this  City  be  tolled  from  three  to  five 
o'clock  this  afternoon ;  [Dec.  23d]  and  that  the  Members  of  this  Board 
wear  Crape  round  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of  sis  weeks,  as  a  testimony 
of  respect  ta  the  memory  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Washington,  deceased." 

During  the  tolling  of  the  bells,  minute  guns  were  fired  by  the  corps  of 
XJ.  8.  Artillery  stationed  in  this  city,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
John  McClallen.  The  churches  in  this  city  were  dressed  in  Mourning 
on  Sabbath,  and  appropriate  discourses  delivered. 

Miiieral  ProeesHon  in  Albany. 

Thursday,  January  9th,  1800,  was  devoted  by  the  citizens  of  Albany 
to  the  performance  of  military  and  civil  honors  in  memory  of  the  beloved 
and  venerated  Washington.  The  concourse  of  citizens,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  vicinity  was  uncommonly  numerous.  A  deep  and  mournful  silence 
hung  over  all  ranks,  and  gave  the  most  impressive  testimony  of  a  pervad- 
ing heart-felt  grief  at  the  irreparable  loss  of  a  oharacter  uniting  such  un- 
esampled  virtue  and  public  worth.  The  artillerists  of  the  United  States 
began  the  solemnities  at  daybreak,  by  firing  sixteen  guns  in  quick  suc- 
cession, and  continued  firing  a  gtiD  every  half  hour  until  the  signal  was 
given  by  three  guns  for  the  procession  to  form.  At  ten  oclock,  the  military 
paraded  in  Watervl  t  t  t  d  th  mmand  of  Major  Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer  of  th  my  f  th  U  t  d  States,  as  Marshal.  Capt. 
McClallen  as  office  f  th  d  y  ais  ted  by  Adj.  Wendell  and  Lieut. 
Treat  directed  the  p 

[In  June,  1799,  w     fid  d    f,  ^        s:  "  It  is  in  contemplation 

to  bury  on  hearses,       t    d    f  b  the  shoulders.     This  certainly 

will  be  an  excellent      h  1 1  t    f     b  who  are  inevitably  exposed  to 

the  putrid  eshalatio  f  d  d  b  d  with  which  thej  are  almost  in  living 
contact.     It  is  to  be  h  p  d   h  prejudices  in  favor  of  an  old 

custom  will  prevail  ^  P    P     'j      1       pedience,  for  the  life  of  no 

man  ought  to  be  end     „      d  f  t         b  led."] 

The  bier  was  received  on  the  left  of  the  line,  drawn  up  in  open  ranks 
with  arms  presented,  the  officers,  colors,  and  music  saluting.  Minute 
guns  firing  at  a  distance,  during  the  procession.  At  11  o'clock  by  a  signal 
of  two  guns,  in  immediate  succession,  the  procession  moved  in  the  follow- 
ing order  :  Cavalry  with  swords  reversed,  Drums  muf&ed,  colors  reversed 
and  in  mourning,  Band  of  Music,  instruments  dressed  in  ci'ape.  Pall 
Bearers  were :  Col.  Lush,  Col.  Wendell,  Gcnis.  Ten  Broeck,  Van  Home, 
Schuyler,  Gansevoort.  General's  Horse,  led  by  2  black  men  in  mourn- 
ing with  white  turbans.  Military  Associations  in  uniform  and  full 
mourning.  Law  Society  of  young  gentlemen  wearing  crape,  with 
badges  trimmed  with  black  ribbon ;  their  president  in  full  mourning. 
Having  arrived  at  the  North  Dutch  Church,  the  prooeaaion  halted,  the 
troops  formed  in  two  lines,  with  open  ranks;  the  whole  body  of  military 
leaning  on  their  arms  reversed.  The  bier,  preceded  by  the  officers  of 
government,  and  the  clergy,  passed  through  to  the  centre  of  the  middle 
isle  of  the  church.  The  officers  of  the  army,  the  corporation  of  the  city 
and  the  respective  corporations  then  followed,  succeeded  by  the  several 
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societies  in  reversed  order,  the  citizens  following.  As  the  bier  was  enter- 
ing the  charoh,  a  soleam  chaunt,  with  accompanimeata  was  sung  by  Miss 
Lilly.  The  walla,  pulpit  and  the  stage  erected  for  the  orator, weredraped 
with  black  cloth.  The  solemnities  in  church  were  opened  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  John  Bassett.  Funeral  Oration  by  Wm.  P.  Beers,  Esq. 
Concluding  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nott.  Anthem  in  full  chorus.  The 
vocaJ  accompanied  by  instrumental  music  was  very  fine.  The  bier  was 
then  removed  in  front  of  the  church  where  the  last  military  honors  were 
paid  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  While  the  procession  was  moving 
the  bells  of  the  respective  churches  were  tolled,  they  all  had  been  pre- 
viously muffled.     The  military  presented  a  splendid  appearance. 

On  Saturday,  February  22d  1800,  Washington's  birthday,  a  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  John  B.  Johnson  (at  the  request  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state)  on  the  death  of  Washington.  The  text  was  from  1st 
Chronicles,  29th  chapter,  28th  verse  :  "  And  he  died  in  a  good  old  age, 
full  of  days,  riches,  and  honour."  The  church  also  at  this  time  was  draped 
with  black.  In  the  afternoon  an  oration  was  delivered  in  the  court-house. 
Our  beloved  Washington  is  no  more  !  He  has  descended  to  the  house  ap- 
.  pointed  for  all  living,  followed  by  the  tears  of  a  nation. 

General  Eamilton  to  ilte  Secretary  of  Tfiw. 
Dear  Sir,  New  York,  August  8th,  1800. 

Major  Rensselaer,  who  was  eldest  captain  of  dragoons  before  the  late 
augmentation  of  the  army,  was  under  that  augmentation  promoted  to  a, 
major.  He  has  some  time  since  devoted  himself  to  military  affairs,  as  a. 
profession  for  life,  and  is  unwilling  to  quit.  For  my  parti  have  conceived 
there  was  a  discretion  in  the  president  on  this  subject,  which  may  be  ex- 
ercised in  favour  of  the  major,  A  field  ofl5oer  for  the  cavalry  appears  to 
me  in  every  view  proper.  For  the  character  of  Major  Van  Rensselaer, 
as  an  of&cer,  I  refer  you  to  Gen.  Wilkinson,  with  whom  he  served.  The 
inquiry  I  know  will  result  greatly  in  his  favour,  and  as  a  man,  there  is 
none  more  worthy :  he  is  a  kinsman  of  Mrs.  Hamilton. 

With  esteem  and  regard 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Secretary  of  War.  ^-  Hamilton. 

Oen.  Hamilton  to  Qen.  WilMna<m. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  have  received  your  letter  from  Washington,  my  wishes  in  every  thing 
accord  with  yours.  I  shall  be  glad  of  every  opportunity  of  brightening 
the  chavm.  As  sooa  as  possible  I  will  send  you  the  informafion  you  desire. 
A  change  of  office  has  deranged  my  Military  papers  and  will  occasion  some 
delay.  Major  Rensselaer  unwilling  to  quit  goes  to  ascertain  the  possibility 
of  remaining.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  thing  is  still  in  the  discretion  of 
the  President.     You  I  know  are  his  friend.  y         .     . 

To  General  Wilkinson.  A.  H. 

General  Hamilton  was  a  noble  man,  quick  to  do  justice  to  others  if  in 
his  power.  In  speaking  of  General  Washington,  between  whom  and  him- 
self a  coolness  bad  taken  place  towards  the  close  of  the  war,  and  the 
colonel  had  left  General  Washington's  family,  he  says,  "  all  appointments 
to  ofEoe,  wherein  he  was  especiaJly  called  to  exercise  his  own  judgment,  he 
nobly  divested  himself  of  sympathy  or  antipathy,  and  made  what  he  con- 
sidered the  fitness  of  the  agent  to  the  office  iJie  ground  of  his  choice. 
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There  had  been  for  sometime  aiioh  a  stauding,  or  miBunderstanding,  be- 
tween us,  that  I  had  no  more  expectation  of  office,  than  I  had  of  being 
appointed  pope's  nuncio,  when  I  received  the  invitation  to  take  charge  of 
the  treasury  department."  The  coolness  was  caused  by  the  following 
malapropos  casualty.  The  army  was  encamped  in  New  Jersey,  G-eneral 
Washino;ton  was  just  mouDting  hia  horse,  to  visit  his  advanced  post,  when 
he  reeolieoted  a  letter  he  had  recently  received  from  the  British  com- 
mander, which  it  occurred  to  him  he  might  have  occasion  for  whilst  at. 
the  hnes.  He  called  Colonel  Hamilton,  and  requested  him,  to  hand  the 
letter  to  him.  The  colonel  returned  to  the  office,  but  not  being  able  to 
place  his  hand  on  it,  reported,  that  it  was  mislaid.  The  general  replied, 
"  I  must  have  it."  Search  was  again  made  without  effect, ,  and  Colonel 
Hamilton  returning,  repeated  that  the  letter  had  been  mislaid,  and  ex- 
pressed his  sorrow  at  not  being  able  to  find  it.  The  general  rejoined  with 
warmth,  "  Sir,  you  shall  find  it."  Hamilton  was  astonished,  but  replied 
promptly,  "  I  shall  find  it,  sir,  hut  must  let  you  know,  that  in  addressing 
me,  you  do  not  speak  to  a  menial."  The  occasion  was  honorable  to  the 
parties;  it  furnished  General  Washington  an  oecasiin  for  the  display  of 
hia  magnanimity,  and  Col.  Hamilton  an  opportunity  to  assert  his  personal 
dignity  and  independence  of  mind.  Colonel  Hamilton  retired  from  head 
quarters,  but  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  battalion  in  the  elite 
corps,  at  the  head  of  which  he  stormed  a  redoubt  during  the  aaige  of  New 
York  before  the  surrender  of  CornwalHs.  Whilst  secretary  of  the  treisury 
he  was  ex  o^cio  one  of  the  cabinet  counselors  of  President  Washington  , 
and  such  was  the  confidence  reposed  by  that  greit  man  in  hia  intpgrity 
and  ability,  that  he  rarely  ventured  upon  any  executive  act  of  moment 
without  his  concurrence. 

There  had  been  serious  divisions  in  the  federal  paity  on  account  of 
President  Adanis's  course  in  the  appointment  of  diplomatic  ^euta  foi  the 
negotiations  with  the  French  government  before  that  government  had 
officially  signified  its  willingness  to  receive  them.  Timothy  Pickering 
and  James  McHenry  were  in  Adams's  cabinet  but  opposed  to  him.  Mo- 
Henry  was  desired  to  resign,  which  he  did,  and  Samuel  Dexter  had  been 
chosen  secretary  of  war.  The  event  caused  much  excitement,  bitter 
animosities  prevailed,  while  criminations  and  recriminations  ensued.  The 
alien  and  sedition  laws  were  used  adroitly  by  the  democrats  to  excite 
the  people  against  Adams's  administration  and  the  federal  party.  Burr, 
the  most  unscrupulous  intriguer  of  the  day,  worked  incessantly ;  the  result 
was,  the  triumph  of  the  democratic  party  over  the  federalists. 

M^traet  of  a  Letter  from  Gen.  Wilkinson  to  the  Secretary  of  Wur. 

City  of  Washington,  AnguBt  9th,  1800. 
*  *  *  General  Hamilton  warmly  recommends  the  retention  of 
Major  Van  Kensselaer  in  service  ;  but  I  fear  the  ground  he  takes  is  not 
tenable,  though  the  circumstance  is  undoubtedly  essential  to  the  service, 
and  is  devoutly  to  be  desired,  as  the  major  is  a  gem  worthy  preservation. 
A  squadron  of  cavalry  without  a,  leader,  is  an  unseemly  thing ;  and  not 
unlike  a  body  without  a  bead,  from  which  much  good  cannot  be  expected. 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer's  pretensions  to  patronage  are  peculiarly  strong.  On 
the  20th  August,  1794,  he  received  a  shot  through  hifl  lungs,  at  the  head 
of  the  troop.  At  the  reduction  of  the  then  army,  he  continued  in  service, 
and  on  the  levy  of  the  late  contingent  force  he  was  taken  from  his  troop 
and  promoted  to  a  majority.  The  disbanding  this  force  has,  I  fear, 
20 
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thrown  him  out  of  service,  unless  you  may  judge  proper  to  retain  him  on 
the  ground  of  expediency,  until  the  president  or  legislatnre  may  be  eon- 
suited.  Certain  it  is,  he  is  essential  to  the  formation  and  discipline  of 
the  squadron,  which,  without  a  chief,  presents  an  original  spectacle. 
But  he  was  araoiig  the  disbanded  at  the  reduction  of  1800;  and  after 
that  period,  although  anxious  for  a  military  appointment  to  which  he 
would  have  done  houour,  hie  pohtics,  as  a  good  federalist,  opposed  an  in- 
superable bar  to  his  applications.  The  strong  party  feeling  between 
federalists  and  democrats  was  strongly  developed. 

Governor  Jay  to  ihe  Secretary  of  War. 
Sir,  Albany,  19th  Nov.,  1800. 

Whether  a  major  for  the  cavalry  of  United  States  should  be  retained 
in  service,  is  a  question  on  which  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  make 
any  remarks.  But  if  it  should  be  deemed  espedient,  that  such  an  officer 
should  be  retained,  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you,  that,  from  what  I 
have  heard  and  know  of  Major  Solomon  Van  Kensselaer,  who  wishes  to 
devote  himself  to  the  military  profession,  I  really  think  he  merits  the  at- 
tention of  government. 

His  qualifications  and  conduct  as  an  officer  have  probably  been  made 
known  to  jou  by  Gen.  Wilkinson  and  others.  His  character  here  as  a 
oitiaen  and  a  gentleman  attracts  general  esteem  ;  and  for  my  own  part,  I 
consider  him  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  promising  young  men  that 
I  know.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  John  Jay. 

The  Honourable  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  Secretary  at  War, 

Governor  Jay,  perceiving  it  was  the  policy  of  the  democratic  party  or 
those  in  power,  not  to  accede  to  his  suggestions,  subsequently  gave  to 
Major  Van  Rensselaer  the  best  office  in  his  gift,  adjutant  general  of 
New  York  Btat«.  Regarding  which.  Gen.  V.  R.  says;  "  Soon  after,  I  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Adjutant  General  of  the  militia  of  this  state, 
under  that  great  and  good  man  Gov.  Jay.  This  appointment  I  held  during 
the  respective  administrations  of  hie  successors  Governors  George  Clinton 
and  Lewis;  for  nine  years  during  GovernorTompkins's  administration,  and, 
though  subsequent  to  the  events  on  which  the  mention  of  these  facts  is 
intended  to  bear,  for  nearly  the  whole  period  of  Governor  DeWitt 
Clinton's."  These  marks  of  consideration  and  of  confidence  were  from 
such  high  sources,  and  justly  obtained.  After  the  completion  of  John 
Jay's  mission  to  England  to  obtain  the  evacuation  of  the  forts  which  that 
power  still  held  on  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  contrary  to  the  treaty 
of  1783 ;  compensation  for  losses  suffered  by  American  merchants  from 
the  seizure  of  their  vessels,  having  cargoes  for  France  &c.,  he  was  elected 
to  the  gubernatorial  chair  for  the  second  time  in  1795,  two  days  before  he 
landed  at  New  York. 

He  was  the  first  governor  who  set  the  beautiful  example  of  proclaiming 
a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  ia  this  state,  In  1816,  he  was  appointed 
president  of  the  Westchester  Bible  Society,  and  in  the  ensuing  year,  one 
of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  American  Bible  Society  ;  in  1821,  he  became 
president  of  (his  society,  which  office  he  held  till  1828,  when  he  resigned 
on  account  of  the  infirmities  of  age.  He  died  at  Bedford  May  17,  1829, 
aged  84  years.  Mrs.  Jay  accompanied  her  husband  to  Europe  and  on 
leaving  Paris  in  1784,  among  the  souvenirs  presented  by  Madame  de  la 
Fayette  to  her,  were  two  arm-chairs,  embroidered  by  her  own  hands.    The 
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Jay  treaty  at  that  time  was  unirersally  applauded,  Hamilton  wrote  to  him 
"  The  New  England  people  talk  of  making  jou  an  annual  fish-offeriog." 

(3en.  WUkimon  to  Mag.  Yan  Benaselaer. 
Mj  dear  Van,  Pittsburgh,  Deo.  29,  1800. 

Your  letter  enolosing  the  testimonials  of  G-overnor  Jay,  soon  reached 
me  here  and  I  immediately  transmitted  them  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  e^ery  thing  I  could  say,  Your  Brother  [Kilian  H.]  will  be  appointed 
beyond  Doubt.  Mrs,  Wilkinson  is  with  me,  and  iu  &ood  Health,  I 
hope  this  may  find  you  and  your  fireside  comfortable  and  happy.  Vissaher 
is  on  the  Wing  and  I  have  one  Moment  only  in  which  to  assure  you  of 
my  unalterable  attachment.  j        Wiikinson 

Major  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany. 

*  *  *  Kilian  H.  Van  Rensselaer  was  a  very  aotive  and  enter- 
prising man,  and  partioularty  as  a  seaman  was  capable,  very  able  and 
accomplished.  We  have  good  reason  for  saying  this  much,  as  by  his 
extraordinary  exertions  onboard  a  vessel  in  whiok  we  were  largely  in- 
terested, in  a  very  severe  gale  of  wind  and  a  violent  storm,  the  crew  being 
nearly  all  frozen,  it  was  by  his  exertions  alone  that  the  vessel  was  saved 
and  brought  into  port.  We  do  therefore  reeommend  him  as  a  seaman 
well  qualified  for  any  Station  he  may  engage  in. 

David  Gilston. 

New  York,  Deer.  17th,  1798.  Nathn  :  G-.  Ingrauam. 

Kilian  Henry  Van  Rensselaer  was  the  second  child  of  Major  General 
Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Atida  Bradt,  was  born  at  Greenbash, 
Rensselaer  county,  February  17,  1769.  He  was  a  remarkably  fine  looking 
Stately  gentleman  and  much  beloved  by  all. 

Seeretar^  of  Wcm-  to  Kilian,  H.  Van  Benaselaer. 
Sir,  War  Department,  18th  February  1801. 

The  President  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  has 
appointed  you  a  Lieutenant  in  the  first  Regiment  of  Artillerists  and  En- 
gineers in  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  notify  me  of  your  acceptance  or  non-acceptance 
immediately  on  receipt  hereof;  and  should  you  accept,  at  the  same  time  re- 
port yourself  to  Major  Thomas  H.  Gushing,  Inspector,  City  of  Washington. 
I  am  Sir,  with  much  respect.  Your  Obedt.  Servt.      Sam'l  Dexter. 

Kilian  H.  Van  Rensselaer  Esq.,  Spring  Hill  near  Albany. 

"  Kilian  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  of  Greenbush  is  promoted  to  command 
the  George  Washington,  of  32  guns  and  350  men,  now  lying  at  Newport, 
where  she  arrived  on  the  12th  inst.  Captain  Van  Ren^elaer  passed  through 
New  York  on  Saturday  December  1800  on  his  way  from  the  Seat  of 
Government,  to  take  charge  of  the  above  frigate.  He  is  to  proceed  with 
all  possible  dispatch  to  the  West  India  station." 

When  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  was  making  an  effort  for  this  appointment, 
before  Mr.  Dexter  came  into  ofB.ce,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  the  major, 
he  says  :  "  Mr.  McHenry  our  Secretary  of  War  observed  to  me,  that  he 
should  be  very  happy  to  see  one  of  our  Name  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  j  he  also 
mentioned  that  he  should  be  very  happy  to  see  me  conduct  myself,  in  my 
professionai  Line,  asyow  have  done  in  yours.  He  passed  a  number  of 
very  flattering  Encomiums  on  your  prudent  Conduct  and  abilities  which 
he  desired  me  to  imitate." 
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Kiliaa  H,  Van  Rensselaer  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  a  very  brave 
and  proud  spirited  man  who  aimed  at  a  hi^h  position  in  life.  After  his 
promotion  he  sailed  for,  and  arrived  at  the  West  Indies  in  safety,  but  fell 
ID  a  duel  at  Gape  Francis  in  Hispaniola  at  the  early  age  of  32  years  on 
Tuesday  March  17th,  1801,  with  an  English  naval  officer  on  that  station. 
The  cause  of  this  duel  was  an  insult  to  our  country  and  its  officers,  which 
the  patriotic  scion  of  the  Van  Hensselaer  family  would  not  submit  to,  and 
a  challenge  was  the  sad  consequence.  In  maintaining  the  dignity  due  to 
our  "  Star  Spangled  Banner"  he  believed  in  resorting  to  coercive  mear 
surea  if  necessary,  and  evinced  the  same  nobleness  of  spirit,  that  was  sub- 
sequently manifesied  by  General  John  A.  Dix  when  he  issued  his  famous 
order,  January  29,  1861.  "  J/  any  one  attem/pu  to  haul  down  the  Ameri- 
can jlag,  SHOOT  HIM  ON  THE  SPOT."  This  noble  officer  was  another 
victim  to  that  mistaken  code  of  honor,  which  has  so  frequently  sent  brave 
hearte  prematurely  to  the  silent  grave,  sacrifice  to  a  false  view  of  laws. 
He  now  rests  in  a  far  off  sunny  land,  beneath  the  moss-covered  stone, 
under  the  massive  branches  of  stately  trees,  shielded  by  the  luxuriance 
of  tropical  foliage  and  glittering  blossoms.  A  younger  brother  writes: 
"  Kilian  being  of  a  magnanimous  and  forgiving  disposition,  having  by  lot 
the  first  shot,  fired  his  pistol  in  the  air.  The  English  officer,  more  bull- 
dog like,  took  deliberate  aim  and  shot  him  down ;  for  which  act,  my  and 
his  father,  and  his  other  brother,  your  father,  never  forgave  the  English 
nation.  The  old  hate  keeps  good  in  the  blood  of  the  family.  I  have  dur- 
ing life  hoped  for  an  opportunity  to  test  it  on  one  of  the  English  race, 
but  now  I  am  fast  passing  away."  In  1621,  the_^rs(  dnelxvi  New  England 
was  fought  with  sword  and  dagger  between  two  servants.  Both  were 
wounded,  and  they  were  sentenced  to  have  their  heads  and  feet  tied 
together  and  so  to  be  24  hours. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  Grace  of  God  Free  & 
Indepeodent.  To  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  Esquire  Gkeetinq. 

We  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  as  well  in  your  patriotism, 
conduct  and  loyalty  as  your  Valour  and  readiness  to  do  us  good  and  faith- 
ful Service,  Have  appointed  and  constituted  and  by  these  presents  Do 
appoint  and  constitute  you  the  said  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Militia  of  our  said  State  :  You  are  therefore  to  take  the 
said  Militia  into  your  charge  and  care  as  Adjutant  General  thereof  and 
duly  to  exercise  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  said  Militia  in  Arms  who 
are  hereby  Commanded  to  obey  you  as  their  Adjutant  General  and  you  are 
also  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  as  you  shall  froni 
time  to  time  receive  from  our  General  &  Commander-in  Chief  of  the  Mili- 
tia of  our  Said  State  or  any  other  your  superior  Officer  according  to  the 
Rules  and  discipline  of  War  and  to  do  &  perform  all  other  acts  and  duties 
to  the  said  office  of  Adjutant  General  by  Law  appertaining  in  pursuance  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  you  and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  Commission,  for 
and  during  our  good  pleasure  to  be  signified  by  our  Council  o/ A^ointvteiiL 
In  Testimony  whereof,  We  have  caused  our  Seal  lor  Military  Com- 
missions to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  our  trusty  &  well 
[escelsioe]  beloved  Johs  Jak^  Esquire  Governorofour  said  State  Gen- 
eral and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia  and  Admiral 
oftheNavyofthesame  by  and  with  theadviceandoonsentof  our  said  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment,  at  our  Cityof  Albany  the  twenty-third  day  of  January  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  in  the  twen- 
ty-fifth Year  of  our  Independence.  DANIEL  Hale,  SeCT. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office  the  21th  January  1801. 
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When  the  army  waa  diBbanded,  Major  Van  Rensselaer  went  into  civil 
pnrauits,  but,  after  the  death  of  Adj.  G-ea.  Van  Home,  was  called  by 
that  great  and  good  man,  G-overnor  John  Jay,  to  the  responsible  position 
of  adjutant  general  of  New  York  state  on  January  23,  1801.  His  com- 
mission is  signed  by  John  Jay,  governor,  and  Daniel  Hale,  secretary,  which 
office  he  retained,  notwithstanding  the  high  political  excitement  which  agi- 
tated the  state,  for  twenty-two  years.  This  was  during  the  succeeding  ad- 
ministrations of  Governors  George  Clinton,  Morgan  Lewis,  Tompkins,  and 
for  nearly  the  whole  of  that  of  Gov.  DeWitt  Clinton ;  the  latter  was,  sub- 
sequent to  the  time  he  rendered  such  important  and  brilliant  service,  in 
his  country's  hehalf,  in  the  war  of  1812.  At  this  period  the  gallant 
major  was  appointed  an  officer  in  the  North  Dutch  church.  The  first 
time  he  went  around  at  the  close  of  the  sermon  as  an  acting  deacon,  with 
the  plate  for  alms,  he  was  closely  observed  by  his  companions.  During 
the  collection,  on  handing  it  to  our  greatly  beloved  Dr.  William  Bay, 
since  deceased,  who  was  seated  at  the  head  of  his  pew,  his  patience  was 
sorely  tested.  The  fun  loving  doctor,  with  a  twinkle  of  his  merry  eye, 
for  some  moments  fumbled  in  his  vest  pocket  to  find  his  money,  thinking 
thus  to  embarrass  the  church  officer.  With  imperturbable  gravity,  the 
young  deacon  waited  a  suitable  time,  and  then,  with  inimitable  composure, 
put  his  hand  in  his  own  pocket,  and  taking  oat  a  penny,  handed  it  to  the 
mischievous,  conscience  stricken  physician.  I  have  heard  Dr.  Bay  relate 
this  incident  with  great  glee,  and  say  the  tables  were  completely  turned, 
that  all  the  mortification  was  his  own ;  for  it  made  a  little  sensation  in 
the  church,  causing  the  risible  faculties  of  not  a  few  of  the  devout  wor- 
shipers to  be  exercised  at  the  ingenious  device  of  the  young  soldier. 

"  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Major 
General  Philip  Schuyler  at  Albany  on  Sunday  evening  Nov.  18, 
1804  in  the  7 1st  year  of  his  life.  A  man  eminent  for  his  useful  labors,  in 
the  military,  and  civil  affairs  of  our  country.  Gen.  Schuyler  was  born  in 
Albany  on  Nov.  22,  1733.  In  the  dim  galleries  of  the  past,  where  now 
hang  the  portraits  which  commemorate  thegood,  the  gifted,  and  the  brave, 
who  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  honor  to  the  cause  of 
Hberty  in  the  stormiest  days  of  the  revolution,  no  one  more  deservedly 
challenges  admiration  than  does  Gen.  Schuyler.  Among  all  those  grand 
actors  in  the  heroic  history  of  our  country,  whose  shadowy  outlines  are 
now  but  faintly  visible  through  the  smoke  of  revolution  and  the  haze  of  an 
intervening  century,  surely  none  should  be  more  proudly  recognized  than 
General  Philip  Schuyler,  especially  by  the  citizens  of  Albany.  At  an 
early  age  he  began  to  display  his  active  mind  and  military  sbirit  and  was 
a  captain  at  Fort  Edward  in  the  year  1775.  He  was  with  Lord  Howe 
when  he  fell  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George  in 
the  summer  of  1758 ;  and  he  was  appointed  to  convey  the  body  of  that 
young  and  lamented  nobleman  to  Albany  where  he  was  buried,  with  ap- 
propriate ceremonies  in  the  Episcopal  church.  He  was  a  practical,  not  a 
theoretical  statesman  ;  an  active,  not  a  visionary  patriot.  He  was  wise  in 
devising,  enterprising  and  persevering  in  the  execution  of  plana  of  great 
and  puhlic  utility.  The  death  of  such  a  man  is  truly  a  subject  of  private 
and  of  public  sorrow.  On  Wednesday  his  remains  were  interred  with 
military  honors,  in  the  family  vault  of  the  Hon.  Abraham  Ten  Eroeck. 
The  military  under  command  of  Major  S.  Lansing  were  drawn  up  in  Wash, 
ington  street  J  and  on  the  appearance  of  the  corpse  it  was  received  by 
the  line  with  presented  arms,  saluted  by  the  officers  and  by  the  standard. 
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which  was  enshrouded  with  crape,  and  with  melancholy  music  hy  the  band. 
The  military  then  preceded  the  bier  in  open  column  and  inverted  ordei 
with  arms  reversed,  the  band  playing  a  dead  march.  The  pall  waa  sup 
ported  by  Chancellor  Lansing,  Stephen  Lush  Esq.,  Abraham  Van  Veohten, 
Esq.,  Peter  W.  Yatea  Esq.,  Col.  Van  Vechten.  John  V.  Henry  Esq.' 
Mr.  Jamea  Caldwell  and  Mr.  Barent  Bleeoker.  On  the  top  of  the  coffin 
was  the  General's  hat  and  sword,  mitb  boots  and  spurs  reveraed  acroas  the 
horse.  Hia  grey  borse  was  led  by  two  black  servants  dressed  in  black 
with  white  turbana.  The  streeta  were  lined  with  people,  doors  and  windows 
were  filled,  and  even  the  house  tops  were  not  without  spectators  to  behold 
the  melancholy  procession,  and  to  pay  their  last  offices  of  respect  to  the 
deceased.  During  the  proceaaion  s  advance,  there  was  a  regular  dis- 
charge of  minute  guns  from  Prospect  Hill,  by  a  detachment  of  the 
artillery."  Subsequently  his  remains  were  removed  to  the  Albany  Bura! 
Cemetery.  In  1871,  Mrs.  Mary  R.  Miller,  a  grand- daughter  of  Ueneral 
Schuyler,  erected,  at  her  own  espenae,  a  costly  granite  monument  over 
hia  remains,  in  one  of  the  finest  plots  on  the  domaio  given  by  the  trustees 
of  the  cemetery.  It  ia  eminently  fitting  that  this  beautiful  city  of  the 
dead,  8o  near  to  the  home  where  he  dwelt  while  living,  and  where  slumber 
the  deBcondauts  of  friends  and  neighbors  who  stood,  ahoulder  to  shoulder 
in  the  couteat  of  the  past,  should  furnish  for  his  remains  a  resting  place. 

"  tiather  Mm  to  his  grave  affain 
And  solemnly  and  softly  Lay, 

Beneath  the  vei'dure  of  the  plain. 
The  WEimor'a  scattered  bonea  away." 

June  16,  1806.  Monday  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  there  waa  a  total  Eclipse 
of  the  Sun;  the  stars  appeared  and  it  was  dark  as  at  night  for  3i  minutes. 

Thursday,  July  3,  1806.  A  shock  of  Earthquake  was  sensibly  feit  at 
10  o'clock  which  caused  much  aiarra  but  no  disastrous  effects  from  the 
occurrence. 

Judge  Van  Ness  to  Sol.  Van  Benuetaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Hudson,  18th  March,  1807. 

Ever  since  my  arrival  I  have  been  engaged  in  making  arrangements 
relative  to  the  election.  Thia  morning  I  returned  from  Oata-Kill,  I  find 
our  friends  in  this  Country  languid  though  united.  In  this  place  the 
leading  federalists  are  firm  and  determined,  some  of  our  friends,  however, 
have  as  yet  not  made  up  their  minds.  Mr.  C — 1  talks  reasonably  aud  I 
believe  without  disguiae,  many  thinga  might  be  stated  which  would  satisfy 
you  that  great  ardor  and  great  zeal  could  not  be  expected  from  him.  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  with  some  trouble  he  will  be  induced  to 
alter  his  tone,  and  to  act  promptly  and  decidedly  in  conjunction  with  his 
party.  I  however  may  be  disappointed  aOd  I  therefore  am  induced  to 
add  that  no  great  expectations  are  intended  to  be  excited,  I  am  most 
thoroughly  and  completely  satisfied  that  Mr.  C — 1  is  not  a  Clinton  man, 
on  this  I  would  hazard  raj'  existence.  The  Govr.  has  his  doubts  on  thia 
subject.  He  stated  to  me  a  conversation  with  a  Clintonian,  relative  to 
Mr.  C — 1  which  I  confess  alarmed  me.  When  at  Catskill  I  satisfied  my- 
aelf  that  Mackay,  not  Harry  C — 1  was  the  person  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  with  whom  Governor  Lewis  conversed.  Mackay  edits  the 
Recorder.  I  will  explain  this  at  another  time.  The  federalist  at  Cats- 
kill  are  not  opposed  to  Gov.  Lewis,  Benton,  Haxtun,  and  one  or  two  of 
their  doDendanta  excepted.  But  they  are  not  yet  active  or  zealous, 
have  been  taken  to  awaken  them,  never   did  you  know  jsuoh 
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exertions  as  are  made  by  the  OlintoDJans  here  and  in  Green.  Oould  it 
Lave  been  so  ordered  as  to  have  roused  our  friends,  all  their  esertions 
would  have  been  counteracted,  much  caa  and  will  jet  be  dono.  But  it 
requires  more  than  one  man  to  set  a  whole  party  in  motion,  why  should 
wo  exert  ourselves  ?  is  a  question  daily  put  to  me  !  I  answer  it  as  well  as 
I  can,  my  friends  listen  to  me  but  they  are  not  all  satisfied.  However,  I 
flatter  myself  we  shall  do  pretty  well  both  here  and  in  Green.  But  how 
much  better  we  might  have  done  if  a  proper  course  had  been  pursued  ! 
never,  never  have  I  known  so  glorious  a  prospect  for  the  triumph  of  good 
men  and  good  principles  so  strangely  and  unaccountably  trifled  with.  The 
policy  which  has  been  pursued  was  doubtlessconceived  to  be  the  true  policy. 
Ihave  been  for  some  time  and  am  daily  becoming  more  and  more  satisfied 
that  if  we  lose  the  election  it  is  because  the  temper  and  views  of  our  pary 
have  been  entirely  misunderstood  and  wantonly  sported  with  by  the 
Council,  I  yesterday  received  a  line  from  our  friend  Foot.  He  is  ex- 
tremely wroth,  and  is  nominated  as  a  Candidate  for  the  Senate.  The 
appointment  of  the  Sheriff  in  Delaware  has  excited  great  uneasiness  there, 
and  I  fear  much  injury  will  result  from  it.  Foot  tells  me  he  has  written 
to  Tillotson.  When  I  left  Albany  I  mentioned  to  the  Gov  that  it  was 
best  to  postpone  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  independant  com- 
pany proposed  to  be  raised  here  until  I  might  ascertain  the  state  of  things 
here  a  little  better.  It  is  essential  that  the  appointments  should  be  made 
as  soon  as  may  be,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  mean  that  these  appoint- 
ments should  precede  all  others  of  a  military  kind.  We  had  a  meeting 
here  last  evening  respecting  Charter  officers,  never  did  I  see  our  party  in 
this  City  more  animated  as  it  respects  the  support  of  federal  candidates, 
about  170  voters  attended.  We  appointed  a  Committee  for  our  County 
meeting,  which  will  be  about  the  10th  April,  I  am  one  of  the  Committee 
the  rest  are  good  men.  I  hardly  know  what  I  have  written,  I  am  con- 
fined to  my  house  this  morning  (I  began  this  letter  yesterday)  by  a  smart 
fever.     Do  let  me  hear  from  you  soon.    „-  ,         i  .    i 

•^  bmcerely  and  truly  yours. 

W.  W.  Van  Ness. 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esqr.,  Adjt.  General,  Albany. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  great  struggle  between  the  democrats  and 
federalists.  William  W.  Van  Ness  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  leaders 
among  the  latter.  On  June  9, 1807,  by  the  Hon.  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment, he  was  appointed  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ju- 
dicature of  New  York  state,  and  took  the  place  of  Judge  Livingston. 
No  appointment  which  has  been  made  gives  greater  satisfaction.  It 
reflects  great  credit  on  Governor  Lewis.  He  was  a  man  of  most  wonder- 
ful ability,  and  seemed  to  know  every  thing  that  was  necessary  for  a  man 
and  judge  to  know.  Nothing  he  ever  said  or  did  seemed  to  oost  him  any 
effort,  yet  there  was  a  power  and  a  strength  in  his  intellectual  movement 
which  every  body  felt  who  witnessed  them.  He  was  a  brilliant  and  a 
noble  hearted  mait,  pure  in  spirit  and  in  purpose  as  he  was  gigantic  in  his 
intellectual  propovtiODS. 

These  were  troublous  times,  dating  as  far  back  as  1792.  "When  the 
proclamation  of  the  French  republic  was  made  known  in  America,  and 
that  the  French  had  made  a  conquest  of  Austrian  Netherlands,  the  friend- 
ship of  Holland  during  our  own  revolution  seemed  to  be  forgotten,  for 
there  was  an  outburst  of  popular  feeling  in  favor  of  the  French  republic; 
they  were  blind  to  the  total  difference  between  their  own  revolution  and 
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that  in  France.  In  honor  of  this  great  change  there  was  a  grand  f@te, 
held  in  Boston,  January  24,  1793,  An  os  was  roasted  whole.  It 
was  then  decorated  with  ribbons,  and  placed  upon  a  car  drawn  by 
sist«eii  horses.  The  flags  of  the  United  States  and  Prance  were  clis- 
plajed  from  the  horns  of  the  ox.  It  was  paraded  through  the  streets, 
followed  by  carts  bearing  sixteen  hundred  loaves  of  bread  and  two 
hogsheads  of  puneU.  These  were  liistributed  among  the  people,  and  at 
the  same  time,  a  party  of  three  hundred,  with  Samue!  Adams,  lieutenant 
governor  of  Massachusetts,  at  their  head,  assisted  by  the  French  consul, 
sat  down  to  a  dinner  in  Faneuil  Hall.  To  the  children  of  all  schools  who 
were  paraded  in  the  streets,  oakes  were  presented,  stamped  with  the  words 
Inberly  and  Eguality. 

By  public  subscription,  the  sums  owed  by  prisoners  in  tbe  jail  for  debt 
were  paid,  and  the  victims  of  that  barbarous  law  were  set  free.  These  de- 
monstrations were  soon  followed  by  the  arrival  of  Citizen  Genet,  as  he  was 
styled,  as  minister  of  the  French  republio  to  the  United  States.  He 
came  in  S.  frigate,  and  was  landed  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  Hia 
reception  was  aJl  that'^his  ambition  could  have  demanded,  and  his  journey 
from  there  to  Philiadelphia,  the  national  capital,  was  a  continued  ovation. 
He  was  a  man  of  culture  and  tact,  spoke  the  English  language  fluently, 
was  i'rank.  lively  and  communicative.  He  was  precisely  the  man  for  his 
peculiar  mission.  He  mingled  familiarly  with  the  people,  proclaimed 
wild  and  stirring  doctrines,  scorned  all  diplomatic  art  and  reserve,  and 
assured  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  the  unbounded  affection  of 
his  countrymen  for  the  Americans,  The  republican  leaders  hailed  hia 
advent  with  delight;  and  a  large  portion  of  the  people  were  favorable  to 
immediate  and  active  participation  by  their  government  with  France  in 
ita  impending  struggle  against  armed  Europe.  Many  in  the  wild  enthu- 
siasm of  the  moment,  forgetting  the  difference  between  American  and 
French  liberty,  would  not  have  hesitated  an  instant  Jn  precipitating  their 
country  into  a  war  that  might  have  proved  its  utter  ruin.  If  our  citiaeua 
have  not  already  been  shedding  each  others'  blood,  it  is  not  owing  to  the 
moderation  of  Mr.  Genet  but  to  the  forbearance  of  the  government." 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  country  that  a  man  like  Washington,  and 
hie  wise  counselors  were  at  the  helm  and  halliards  of  the  vessel  of 
state  at  that  time,  and  endowed  with  oourage  sufficient  to  meet  the  dan- 
gerous popular  gale.  The  unwarrantable  conduct  of  Mr.  Genet  from  the 
moment  be  landed  in  CharlesCon,  until  the  date  of  his  letter  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  negotiation,  was  sufficient  to  excite  caution  in  tbe  American 
goTernment.  He  had  there  violated  tbe  sovereignty  of  tho  United  States 
by  enlisting  men  and  giving  them  commissions  to  commit  hostilities  on 
nations  at  peace  with  us.  The  president  issued  a  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality, warning  citizens  of  the  United  States  not  to  take  part  in  the  kind- 
ling war.  At  the  same  time  it  was  agreed  that  the  minister  of  the  French 
republic  should  be  received.  The  wisdom, and  timeliness  ofWashington'a 
proclamation  of  neutrality  was  soon  made  manifest.  There  were  written 
proofs  that  Genet  was  truly  engaged  in  villainous  machinations  against 
our  peace  and  friendship,  in  endeavors  to  excite  discord  and  distrust  be- 
tween our  citizens  and  those  whom  they  had  entrusted  with  their  govern- 
ment. He  had  secret  instructions  in  his  pocket  also  to  foment  disturbance 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  to  set  the  American 
government  at  defiance,  if  necessary,  in  the  esecution  of  his  designs.  The 
executive  department  however,  unawed  by  the  storm  of  passion  that  beat 
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upon  it,  went  steadily  forward  in  the  path  of  riglit  and  duty.  These 
measures  greatly  irritated  t!ie  French  minister  and  his  American  partizans. 
Mr.  Genet  aBsumed  a  new  and  bolder  line  of  conduct;  he  engaged  in  a 
correspondence  with  our  government  which  on  his  part  was  replete  with 
insults,  till  finally  the  government  instructed  our  minister  at  Paris,  to 
desire  Mr.  Geoet'a  recall  because  he  was  offensive  to  that  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  recalled,  but  never  returned  to  Eranoe  as  a  change  of 
faction  had  taken  place  in  his  country,  and  he  thought  it  not  prudent  to 
do  so.  Mr.  Genet  often  spoke  in  after  days  of  the  wisdom  of  Washington 
and  his  administration ;  the  folly  of  his  own  countrymen  at  that  time  and 
their  admirers  in  America,  and  rejoiced  that  the  proclamation  of  neutrality 
defeated  his  wild  scheme. 

(Mr.  Genet  married  a  daughter  of  Gov.  George  Clinton.  His  daughter 
married  a  son  of  Co!.  Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer  of  Greenbash ;  and  his 
second  son  niarried  Magdalena  Witbeok  a  grand-daughter  of  Col.  Nicholas 
Van  Rensselaer  who  fought  at  Quebec  in  1776.  Mr.  Genet  was  buried 
in  1S34,  in  the  grave  yard  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at  Greenbush, 
and  since  then  his  eldest  son  has  been  laid  by  his  side). 

The  i^iluve  of  Citizen  Genet's  mission  put  an  end  to  these  unhallowed 
achemesof  conquest,  not  however,  until  they  had  produced  annoying  effects 
upon  the  national  government.  A  spirit  of  intolerance  had  been  continued 
all  this  time,  and  still  existed  even  in  1806,  beyond  the  control  of  sober 
men,  of  either  party;  there  were  more  than  ordinary  causes  for  this;  the 
influence  of  the  French  revolution  upon  the  people  of  this  country  re- 
mained with  great  power ;  the  annunciation  of  liberty  restored  in  France, 
after  a  dark  night  of  centuries,  gave  an  impulse,  that  caused  a  delirium 
in  the  pubiic  mind,  especially  among  the  masses.  It  was  enough  that  the 
chain  was  broken,  and  the  Bastile  destroyed ;  the  Marseillaise  and  other 
famous  national  hymns  of  the  French  revolution  were  chanted  in  our 
streets ;  scarce  a  thought  occurred,  whether  here  were  materials  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  rational  liberty ;  whether  the  French  character,  at  all  times 
easily  excited,  light,  frivolous  and  changeable,  ignorant  of  (he  first  princi- 
ples of  free  government,  did  not  require  a  long  training,  to  prevent  its 
termination  in  anarchy,  or  a  daspotism  more  oppressive,  than  that  from 
which  they  had  escaped.  Many  in  the  ardor  of  their  feelings,  were  ready 
to  suspect  some  of  the  best  friends  of  liberty,  if  they  expressed  fears  of 
the  final  result.  An  individual  who  was  not  prepared  to  hurra  for  the 
French,  would  have  but  little  influence  at  elections  with  a  portion  of  the 
republican  party.  On  tbe  other  hand,  the  prevailing  temper  of  the 
federal  party  was,  to  stigmatize  their  opponents,  as  French  Jacobins,  ready 
to  approve  the  atrocities  of  the  French  revolution  then  apparent.  In  this 
state  of  things,  truth  requires  the  admission,  that  the  republican  party 
was  more  infected  with  the  mania  of  wild  French  democracy,  than  their 
opponents.  The  federalists  having  the  power  of  the  state  in  their  hands, 
were  rather  intolerant  in  the  exercise  of  that  power ;  this  at  times  produced 
much  irritation.  The  federal  party  were  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  republican  party  generally  opposed  to  its  adop- 
tion without  certain  amendments,  and  in  consequence  called  anti-federal- 
ists. There  were  feelings  of  alienation  on  thit  ground  and  prejudices 
which  had  not  yet  been  removed  ,  there  WdS  also  much  personal  hostility 
between  individuals  arising  fiora  real  or  imagiudry  wrongs,  these  gave 
keenness  to  the  edge  of  political  warfare 
21 
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The  political  elements  were  in  violent  commotion  and  extended  to 
Albany,  at  which  place  Mr.  Genet  now  resided.  The  democratic  party 
were  nearly  all  in  raptures  and  sympatlized  with  Citizen  Gecet;  not  so 
mj  paternal  grandfather,  General  Henry  K.  Van  Keiisselaer.  Although  a 
strong  democrat,  the  old  soldier  had  shed  his  blood  too  freely  for  our  inde- 
pendence to  see  it  now  bartered  away  so  easily;  he  still  carried  in  his 
thigh  a  constant  remembrancer  in  the  shape  of  British  lead,  and  exerted 
himself  to  stay  the  torrent  of  a  misguided  community.  He  gave  his  opi- 
nion freely,  stating  insolent  declarations  and  menaces  regarding  America, 
which  Genet  had  made  to  him,  in  the  presence  of  his  son  the  adjutant 
general  and  others.  He  was  contradicted  and  to!d  it  y/AB/ake;  and 
this  was  more  fully  expressed  at  a  public  meeting  of  democrats,  of  which 
Elisha  Jenkins  was  secretary,  by  means  of  the  adverse  resolutions,  re- 
garding a  federal  meeting,  which  were  unanimously  adopted.  His  son 
Solomon,  was  justly  incensed  that  his  own  untarnished  integrity  was  thus 
maligned  ;  and  though  opposed  to  his  father  in  politics,  being  a  strong 
Federalist,  would  not  hear  of  such  an  insult  to  his  venerable  and  de- 
crepit sire  without  notice.  It  was  the  law  of  a  soldier's  nature  which 
prompts  him  to  repel  a  base  attack  on  the  reputation  of  the  brave  and 
the  deserving,  in  the  same  spirit  which  he  would  meet  an  assault  on  a 
military  post  or  position,  which  had  been  committed  to  his  own  spe- 
cial keeping.  He  flies  irresistibly  to  the  rescue  of  bis  comrade,  when  in 
danger,  and  he  is  aJways  ready  to  thrust  himself  in,  to  receive  any  blow 
which  he  sees  aimed  at  the  one  whom  he  would  save.  Elisha  Jenkins 
(secretary  of  state)  being  the  author  of  the  resolutions,  adopted  at  the 
republican  meeting  that  questioned  Gen.  Van  itensselaer's  veracity,  was 
held  responsible.  The  sequence  of  a  well  merited  chastisement  inflicted 
on  the  secretary  as  a  base  tradueer,  was  the  occasion  of  a  disgraceful  po- 
litical row,  the  crafty  handiwork  of  democratic  demagogues  showing 
"  the  good  old  times  of  their  boyhood,"  which  resulted  in  serious  injury 
to  the  intrepid  and  high  minded  son.  The  first  brand  thrown  into  the 
fire  consisted  of  an  affidavit  hy  Goionel  Nicholas  Staata,  of  the  county  of 
■Rensselaer,  charging  Adjutant  General  Van  Eensselaer  with  what  was 
characterized  as  •'  Corrupt  Influence,"  to  favor  the  re-election  of  Governor 
Lewis.  This  was  followed  by  an  afGdavit  from  Gen.  Solomon  Van  Kens- 
selaer  and  his  father.  Gen,  H.  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  denying  the  whole 
charge,  together  with  other  affidavits  and  letters.  The  allusions  to  Mr. 
Genet  in  these  documents  called  the  minister  of  Prance  to  his  feet. 
In  consequence  of  which  he  published  a  lengthy  statement  as  a  counter 
debate,  for  the  opposers  of  Governor  Lewis  in  order  to  defeat  his  re- 
election and  implicate  the  reputation  of  the  adjutant  general  had  fabri- 
cated an  affidavit  which  was  the  occasion  of  much  trouble. 

E.  0.  Genet's  Counter  Statem&ni. 


,     t  Hill,  April  7th,  1807. 

Among  the  shafts  which  unknown  hands  dart  incessantly  at  me  through 
the  poisoned  channel  of  the  papers  devoted  to  the  most  virulent  faction, 
1  have  noted  one  whose  authors  have  had  at  least  the  honesty  to  give  their 
names.  I  will  accordingly  answer  them  in  the  same  way,  excepting  the 
ceremony  of  an  oath,  which  I  do  not  consider  as  necessary  to  strengthen 
my  declarations. 

The  affidavits  of  Messrs.  Henry  K.,  and  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer 
might  require   on  my  part  several  remarks  ;  but  as  the  public  are  very 
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little  interested  to  know  the  mioute  particulars  of  my  conversation  with 
them,  I  will  merely  state,  that  the  motives  which  induced  me  to  obtain 
from  Mr.  Nicholas  Staats,  at  the  request  of  several  of  my  friends  in 
Albany,  a  testimonial  proof  of  certain  facta  which  that  gentleman  had 
frequently  divulged,  were  grounded  on  publio  good  and  equal  justice. 
An  attempt  made  to  sedace  the  honor  of  that  representative  ot  the  people, 
and  entice  him  to  deviate  from  the  path  of  faithfulness  to  constituents, 
iras  a  very  alarming  precedent,  if  true,  or  a  very  slanderous  report,  if 
unsupported  by  evidence.  The  case  is  now  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
public,  and  I  am  satisfied  to  have  done  my  duty  as  a  citizen,  in  exposing 
it  there. 

I  wonder  how  private  opinions,  totally  unconnected  with  the  transac- 
tion above  mentioned,  have  been  introduced  in  the  affidavits  of  the  said 
gentlemen.  It  appears  to  have  been  done  with  an  intention  to  hurt  me  : 
but  as  passion  is  very  often  blind,  her  blows  seldom  bear.  T  could  also 
go  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  swear  on  the  Holy  Book,  that  I  never 
have  said,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  that  after  Napoleon  the  1st  had 
dispatched  England  in  "  case  the  government  of  the  United  States  did  not 
conduct  towards  him  with  more  civility  and  friendship  than  they  had 
hitherto  done,  they  would  next  be  attacked  and  subjugated  to  him" — but 
by  the  use  or  abuse  which  has  been  lately  made  of  affidavits,  I  oont'ess 
that  I  am  a  stranger  to  the  point  in  dispute,  it  would  have  very  tittle  effect 
upon  my  mind.  I  prefer  to  demonstrate,  by  plain  reasoning,  that  I  have 
not,  that  I  could  not  have  asserted  that  such  an  event  should  take  place, 
with  those  degrading  circumstances,  or  that  I  have  been  grossly  misun- 
derstood. The  great  object  of  the  editors,  co-operators  and  suppliers  of 
the  quid  papers  is,  to  make  the  people  believe  that  I  am  here,  at  Prospect 
Hill,  the  agent,  the  emissary,  the  factotum  of  Bonaparte  !  Is  it  probable, 
if  I  had  accepted  that  important  embassy,  after  having  abjured  my  alle- 
giance to  France,  when  France  ceased  to  be  free,  that  I  should  be  im- 
prudent enough  to  disclose,  in  that  delicate  situation,  the  ambitious  views 
of  my  employer?  Is  it  probable  that  I  should  be  ignorant  that  he  does 
not  complain  of  our  general  administration  ?  Is  it  probable  that  I  should 
have  offered  for  the  service  of  this  country,  as  I  can  prove  I  have  done, 
memorials  on  the  use,  organization  and  tactics  of  the  flotillas  and  plans 
for  the  defense  of  our  coasts  and  harbors  ?  Is  it  probable,  that  knowing 
the  principles  of  the  present  form  of  government  in  France,  I  should 
Hupport  here,  by  all  the  means  in  my  power,  the  cause  of  liberty  ?  No, 
certainly  not.  The  idea  of  a  French  invasion  to  take  place  after  the  con- 
quest is  accomplished,  has  for  several  years  been  held  up  among  the 
people,  but  I  have  always  considered  and  represented  it  publicly  and 
privately  as  a  mere  folly,  if  it  was  sincere,  or  ^  a  trick  of  the  English 
and  federal  alarmists  if  it  was  not ;  and  I  never  have  thought  that  the 
conquest  of  the  United  States  could  be  an  object  of  glory,  ambition  or 
interest  for  France.  What  glory  would  there  be  for  those  veteran  legions 
who  have  annihilated  the  renowned  legions  of  Austria,  Prussia,  Russia, 
and  so  many  other  powers,  to  cross  the  ocean  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
a  militia  valorous  but  not  yet  equally  disciplined  ?  In  what  would  the 
ambition  of  France  be  gratified  by  crushing  down,  at  an  immense  ex- 
pense, a  government  which  owes  to  her  in  a  great  measure  its  existence  ? 
And  what  advantage  would  there  be  for  her  to  paralyze  by  despotism  the 
wonderful  activity  and  enterprise  of  a  people  so  useful  to  her  manufacto- 
ries, to  her  trade,  to  her  colonies,  and  whom  she  has  lately  treated  with 
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60  nmoli  magnaBimity,  in  excluding  them  from  the  seyerity  of  the  decree 
of  Berlin  ?  It  is  absurd,  it  is  deleterious  to  admit  the  possibility  of  such 
an  unnatural  event,  unless  that  spirit  of  experience,  reason,  good  sense 
and  patriotism,  which  has  occasioned  the  downfall  of  federalism,  should 
abandon  our  feUow-eitiaeca,  and  raise  up  a  new  English  faction,  ready  to 
insult,  outrage,  provoke,  and  even  declare  war  against  the  most  powerful 
nation  on  earth.  But  in  case  the  judgment  should  be  passed  on  us  by 
heaven,  then  would  we  see  whetter  the  quids  or  the  republicans  would 
be  the  first  to  shed  their  blood  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  to 
perish  rather  than  be  conquered  and  subjugated.  „   p   Ownft 

The  state  of  excitement  was  such,  after  the  letter  of  Mr.  Genet  was 
published,  that  an  indignation  meeting  of  the  federalists  was  held  at  the 
City  Hall,  on  the  14tli  of  April,  1807,  at  which  among  many  other  resolu- 
tions the  following  were  adopted  : 

*  *  *  *  And  whereas  this  meeting  has  understood  that  a  certain  emi- 
grant from  Prance,  formerly  minister  of  the  French  Republic  in  the 
United  States,  and  notorious  for  his  intrigues  during  the  administration 
of  President  Washington,  is  now  zealously  interfering  in  the  elections  of 
this  state,  and  has  declared  to  one  of  our  fellow-citizens ;  "  That  mi  case 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  did  not  conduct  towards  the  Emperor 
o/J'rance  with  m,ore  friendship  and  civility  than  it  had  hitherto  done,  they 
would  next  be  attacked  and  subjugated  hy  him." 

Seeolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  the  said  declaration  Is  an 
unjustifiable  attempt  to  alarm  the  fears  of  our  citizens,  to  violate  the  free- 
dom of  suffrage,  and  to  overawe  the  ensuing  election  hy  the  menace  of 
foreign  powers.     And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  renewal,  at  this  critical  juncture,  of  the  intrigues  of 
the  above  mentioned  French  emigrant,  afler  so  long  an  interval  of  obscur- 
ity, viewed  in  connection  with  the  late  turbulent  attempt  of  the  above 
said  Irish  emigrant,  [Thomas  Addis  Emmet  in  an  attempt  made  in  the 
Hibernian  Society  of  Yew  York  to  inflame  the  passions  of  foreigners] 
contrary  to  his  professed  intention  of  taking  no  active  part  in  political  and 
party  questions,  affords  strong  grounds  of  suspicion  and  belief  that  a  great 
effort  is  now  making,  by  a  certain  party  in  our  state,  to  accomplish  party 
purposes  by  the  united  force  of  a  dangerous  foreign  influence. 

They  considered  tho  influence  of  intriguing  and  turbulent  foreigners  as 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  our  country. 

Sal.  Van  BensseloBr  to  B.  G.  Genet. 

Cherry  Hill,  15th  April,  1807. 
In  your  statement  of  the  7th  instant,  you  seem  to  consider  General 
Van  Rensselaer's  and  my  afiidavits  as  violent  attacks  upon  you.  Had 
you  reflected  one  moment,  it  would  have  occurred  to  you  that  you  was 
the  first  assailant.  Your  officiouaness  in  procuring  the  affidavit  of  a 
weak  and  intemperate  man  to  fix  a  stigma  on  my  character,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  implicating  the  Governors,  and  of  which  I  warned  you  to  desist 
before  that  affidavit  was  published,  rendered  a  defence  highly  proper. 
In  making  that  defence  I  deemed  it  right  to  submit  to  the  public  every 
circumstance  that  might  serve  to  develop  jour  views,  or  to  designate 
your  secret  prompters.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  this  explanation  by  way 
of  apology  for  anything  contained  either  in  the  Generals  or  my  own  affi- 
davit, to  such  an  apology  you  are  not  entitled,  because  by  assuming  the 
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hnmble  employioent  of  an  affidavit  hunter,  to  subserve  the  basest  party 
purposes,  you  have  forfeited  the  consideration  of  every  respectahle  citizen. 
Whatever  the  abuse  may  be  which  has  been  actually  made  of  affidavits, 
it  cannot  exonerate  you  from  the  imputation  of  having  made  the  foolish 
and  unwarrantable  assertions  stated  in  the  affidavits  first  alluded  to.  Bat 
lest  my  object  in  this  disclosure  may  be  misapprehended,  I  now  tell  you, 
that  it  was  not  because  I  gave  credence  to  your  assertions  ov  thought 
them  wise  ;  but  because  I  conceived  that  they  evinced  your  real  disposi- 
tion in  relation  to  the  relative  interests  of  this  Country  and  France,  for  in 
that  view,  it  is  of  little  moment  how  absurd  and  preposterous  soever  the 
assertions  are,  when  an  adopted  citizen  (as  you  call  yourself)  utters  senti- 
ments which  denote  that  he  has  not  abjured  bis  alien  propensities,  with 
the  renunciation  of  his  first  allegiance,  it  shows  that  the  work  of  abjura- 
tion is  not  perfected.  That  such  a  man,  whatever  his  professions  maybe, 
is  still  an  alien  at  heart,  and  not  to  be  trusted  in  case  of  a  conifict  between 
.his  adopted  and  native  country.  I  shall  take  no  further  notice  of  your 
statements,  nor  of  the  obhg;ations  which  you  seem  inclined  to  impose  on 
tfae  United  States  toward  France  "/w  thm- political  existence,  and  themag- 
nanimity  of  Bonaparte,  m  excluding  them  from,  the  severity  of  the  decree 
of  Berlin"  than  by  observing,  that  whatever  those  obligations  may  be, 
they  were  due  to  your  murdered  Sovereign,  and  not  to  the  Usurper, 
whose  magnanimity  and  heroism  you  on  all  ocoasions  delight  to  extol. 
But  that  the  public  may  be  more  fully  apprised  that  jour  confessed 
conviction  of  the  absurdity  of  your  assertions  relative  to  Bonaparte's 
subjugation  of  this  Country,  does  not  restrain  or  regulate  your  tongue,  I 
now  subjoin  two  more  "affidavits.  Hence  it  will  appear  that  there  are 
four  affidavits  opposed  to  your  bare  assertion  on  this  subject.  Go  then  to 
"  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  swear  on  the  Holy  Book  "  that  you  never  made 
use  of  the  expressions  stated  in-those  affidavits,  and  then  let  an  impartial 
public  decide  where  the  falsehood  lies. 

With  respect  to  your  affidavit  maker,  Staata,  I  only  remark,  that  while 
he  stands  convicted  in  essential  points  by  two  credible  witnesses,  besides 
myself,  and  is  a  convicted  li<w '  of  many  years  standing,  and  was  seen 
going  home  iotoxieated  on  Saturday  the  11th  inst.,  when  his  affidavit, 
accompanying  your  statement  was  taken,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  bestow 
any  further  attention  on  him  than  by  exhibiting  that  conviction  anew  to 
the  public.  Sol.  Van  Eensselaer. 

"  The  demonstration  made  by  the  federalists  at  their  indignation  meet- 
ing on  the  14th  was  followed  by  a  mass  meeting  of  democrats,  at  which 
Mr.  Rufus  King,  resident  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of 
London,  came  in  for  a  large  share  of  censure,  while  Mr.  Emmet  was 
warmly  applauded  as  deserving  of  thanks.  They  viewed  with  lively 
satisfaction  the  bright  prospect  of  triumph  for  their  cause." 

"  At  a  numerous  meeting  of  republican  electors,  held  pursuant  to  notice, 
at  the  Albany  Coffee  House,  on  Friday,  17th  April,  1807,  George  Mer- 
chant, chairman,  Ellsha  Jenkins,  secretary.     The  meeting  proceeded  to 

'Mr.  StaatH  in  the  year  1798,  caused  a  publication  to  he  made  in  the  public 
papers  about  himsolf  in  regard  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Jay,  which  was  proved 
to  be  a  mis-statement  as  Bolemnly  declared  on  oatli  by  eighteen  persons  who  were 
cognizant  of  tlie  whole  a^ir. 
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take  into  eonsideraliOQ  the  resolutions  passed  at  a  federal  meeting  lately 
held  iu  this  city,  ceasuring  the  conduct  of  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  Esq., 
and  approving  the  interference  oF  RuFUS  King,  Esq.,  American  minister 
at  London,  in  preventing  the  migration  of  certain  Irish  state  prisoners 
to  these  United  States,  and  other  resolutions  passed  at  the  same  meeting. 
The  husinees  of  the  meeting  was  opened  and  explained  hy  the  Honorable 
John  Tayler,  in  an  eloquent  and  spirited  appeal  to  Ihe  judgment  and 
feelings  of  all  present.  After  reading  the  federal  resolutions,  etc.,  the 
following  Resolutions  were  read  and  duly  considered,  and  the  question 
being  put  upo'n  eaeh,  they  were  all  unanimously  agreed  to  ;"  *  *  * 
The  Third  Resolution  was  the  cause  of  the  State  street  affray,  viz  : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  wholly  dishelieve  that  Edmund  C.  Genet,  the 
former  minister  of  the  French  republic,  has  declared,  '  that  in  case 
the  government  of  the  United  States  did  not  conduct  themselves  towards 
the  Emperor  of  France  with  more  friendship  and  civility  than  it  had 
hitherto  done,  they  would  nest  he  attacked  and  subjugated  by  him.'  And 
we  are  warranted  herein,  not  only  hy  the  positive  denial  by  Mr.  Genet  of 
his  having  made  such  a  declaration,  but  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct 
which  has  fallen  under  our  notice  since  his  residence  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  That  this  meeting  has  incontestible  evidence  of  his  attach- 
ment to  this  country,  inasmuch,  as  he  has  purchased  and  holds  considera- 
ble real  estate  wilhin  this  state ;  has  resided  here  more  than  fourteen 
years,  has  been  naturalized  more  than  three  years,  and,  by  his  marriage 
with  the  daughter  of  a  native  citizen  of  distinguished  rank,  hy  whom  he 
has  several  children,  he  has  every  tie  to  bind  him  to  the  interests  of  his 
adopted  country.  That  to  deny  him  the  rights  of  an  elector,  would  be  a 
prostration  of  the  oonstitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  an 
act  of  tyranny,  which  we  abhor  and  detest, 

"  Hesolned,  That  we  see  no  evidence  whereon  to  ground  a  suspicion  or 
belief,  that  an  effort  is  now  making  to  accomplish  party  purposes  by  the 
united  force  of  a  dangerous  foreign  infiuence  j  but  to  the  contrary  thereof, 
the  citizens  now  assembled  see  in  this  charge  the  revival  of  those  stale 
and  antiquated  attempts  of  the  federal  party,  to  alarm  and  agitate  the 
public  mind  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  promoting  the  election  of  Morgan 
Lewis,  and  defeating  that  of  the  republican  oandidate  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
&c.  &c." 

The  next  thing  in  order  was  ihe  fight  in,  State  street :  After  Dr.  Samuel 
Stringer  had  dressed  the  wounds  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  at  the  Ton- 
tine Coffee  House,  which  was  located  on  the  north  side  of  State  street, 
above  where  the  City  Bank  now  stands,  he  was  taken  to  Cherry  Hill,  on 
a  mattress,  in  a  boat.  His  thick,  beautiful  long  hair,  fortunately,  was 
braided  and  clubbed  behind,  and  this  had  afforded  some  protection  to  his 
head ;  but  his  symptoms  continued  very  alarming.  The  stroke  from  the 
heavy  club  on  the  hack  of  his  head,  and  the  dastardly  kicking  after  he 
was  prostrate,  brought  him  to  the  verge  of  the  grave  ;  for  many  weeks  he 
lay  nearly  unconscious,  and  the  chance  for  life  appeared  hut  small.  "  The 
patient  was  confined  to  his  bed  about  three  weeks,  sometimes  worse  and 
sometimes  bettor  ;  the  wound  probably  would  unfit  him  for  business  many 
years.  Any  violent  excroise  of  body  or  mind,  at  some  future  day,  might 
carry  him  6ff.  Dr.  Stringer  was  repeatedly  asked  by  defendant's  oounsel, 
whether  he  fenew)  that  there  was  a  contusion  of  the  brain  in  Tan  Rensselaer's 
case  ;  the  witness  replied,  that  he  hadnot  been  on  the  inude  of  the  skull  to 
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look.  Witness  had  forbidden  his  riding  even  in  a  chair,  Van  Rensselaer  had 
formerly  rode  much,  on  horseback;  but  could  do  it  no  more."  For  years 
afterwards  he  could  not  bear  the  motion  of  a  carriage. 

Zieutemant  Governor  Taller  to  the  FnUie. 

I  certify,  that  I  do  not  know  or  believe  that  bis  Esoelloncj  Governor 
Lewis  furnished  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esquire,  with  a  Cane  on  Tues- 
day last;  nor  do  I  know  or  Believe  that  the  said  Solomon  had  the 
Governor's  Cane  during  the  Affray  on  that  day  ;  nor  do  I  Know  or  Believe 
that  his  Eseellency  the  Governor  did  in  any  manner  encourage  or  coun- 
tenance said  Affray,  but  when  I  saw  him,  after  it  was  over,  he  plainly 
and  unequivocally  disapproved  thereof.  ■•  m 

Albany,  25th  April,  1807.  '"^^^  Iatler. 


William  James,  while  writing  at  the  back  of  his  store,  heard  Mrs. 
Cooper  scream  and  went  out  just  in  time  to  separate  Bloodgood  from  Vau 
Rensselaer.  "  Mrs.  Cooper  was  between  Tayler  and  Van  Rensselaer  when 
Bloodgood  came  up."  Mrs.  Cooper  bad  been  an  intimate  friend  of  my 
mother's,  and  till  her  death,  my  father  always  sent  a  couple  of  olikoeks 
to  her,  on  New  Year's  day  by  the  band  of  her  excellent  son,  Gen,  Cooper. 

The  following  letter  was  received  a  few  days  subsequently. 

Lieut.  Oowmor  Teller  to  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer. 

Sir,  Albany,  24th  April,  1807. 

The  unfortunate  affray  that  took  place  on  Tuesday  last  excites  in  me 
the  deepest  regret,  and  to  add  to  the  mist'ortuno  the  grossest  misrepresent- 
ations are  propagated,  it  is  said  that  my  negro  was  armed  with  a  Clnb, 
and  the  others  of  my  friends  were  also  armed  and  prepared. 

I  can  in  the  most  solemn  manner  declare  this  to  be  an  untrnth,  I  did 
not  Suspect  any  thing  of  the  kind  nor  did  I  know  that  Mr.  Bloodgood 
was  in  my  house,  passion  and  not  Malice  induced  me  to  address  you  in 
harsh  Language  and  to  go  up  to  you  when  you  called  to  come  on.  I  was 
confident  from  jour  skill  in  the  use  of  the  hack  sword,  that  small  injury 
only  if  any  could  fall  on  jou  from  the  mean  of  defence  I  possessed,  in 
this  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  and  I  can  most  solemnly  protest 
that  I  meant  no  more. 

Mr,  Cooper  at  my  door  seeing  me  engaged  with  two  men  as  he  supposed 
ran  out  and  got  between  you  and  Mr.  Schermerhorn,  getting  bold  of  him 
hut  did  not  as  he  positively  declares,  see  you  after  that  or  touch  jou  at 
any  time,  his  back  being  towards  you. 

Mr.  Bloodgood,  acted  under  the  same  impression,  as  he  also  positively 
declares,  and  that  neither  of  them  made  use  of  any  harsh  or  improper 
language  to  whioh  they  are  willing  to  be  qualified. 

That  I  should  in  the  remotest  degree  be  the  mean  or  Instrument  of 
giving  so  much  pain  and  distress  to  a  family  for  whom  I  always  had  the 
greatest  respect  gives  me  great  pain.  Mr.  Bloodgood  most  sincerely 
laments  his  imprudence  and  would  not  hesitate  to  make  any  atonement  in 
Lis  power.  I  have  learnt  with  pleasure  that  the  Symptoms  were  very 
favorable  last  Evening. 
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That  the  Parent  of  all  good  may  be  graciously  disposed  to  Oontintte 
them,  and  that  your  health  may  Soon  again  bo  restored  to  the  great  Joy 
of  your  respectable  and  afflicted  family  is  the  Siocere  wish  and  devout 
prayer  of  Your  distressed  humble  Servant, 


Solomon  Van  Eensse-       //  laer,  Esqr., 
Adjutaot  General    //  of  the  State 

of  New  York. 

"  Those  savage  gentlemen,  who  came  well  nigh  being  assassins,  hired 
persona  to  watch  the  house  and  obtain  information,  as  to  the  patient's  situa- 
tion, from  the  four  attending  physicians.  They  made  arrangements  to 
leave  the  country  in  case  of  his  death,  which  for  a  long  time  was  hourly 
expected."  One  of  the  honorable  men  sent  a  beautiful  letter,  expressive 
of  contrition,  to  my  dear  afflicted  mother  and  begging  her  forgiveness; 
but,  while  she  believed  his  deep  regret  to  be  sincere,  the  wrong  inflicted 
was  felt  too  acutely  ;  and  the  uncertainty  if  the  life  of  her  "  loved  one" 
would  be  spared,  together  with  the  thought  that  the  wound  might,  at  any 
rate,  unfit  him  for  business  many  years,  decided  her,  and  in  sorrow  the 
letter  was  at  once  returned  to  him.  They  all  regretted  this  sad  breach  of 
friendship,  and  many  years  after,  when  the  federal  and  part  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  united  on  DeWitt  CJinton  for  governor,  they  sent  friends 
to  my  father's  friends,  to  ask  them  to  intercede,  and  beg  for  a  reconcilia- 
tion and  his  forgiveness.  The  general  sent  them  word,  he  was  not  a 
savage,  he  forgave  them,  but  could  not  forget  the  wrong  done,  however, 
he  was  willing  "to  bury  the  hatchet,"  and  meet  their  advances  if  they 
were  sincere.  It  was  a  great  trial  to  him,  but  those  who  had  once  been 
tbe  aggressors,  behaved  so  frankly,  so  heartily,  while  the  friends  on  both 
sides  engaged  in  bringing  about  the  renewal  of  friendship  effected  it  so 
handsomely  and  judiciously,  that  after  a  long  consultation  with  my  mother, 
he  fully  consented.  The  step  was  never  regretted,  and  those  once  bitter 
political  enemies,  were  ever  after  his  warm  friends.  Francis  Bloodgood, 
when  on  hia  death-bod,  sent  a  mutual  friend,  Isaac  Denniaton,  Esqr.,  to 
beg  my  father  to  visit  him  and  grant  him  forgiveness.  With  tears  rolling 
down  his  aged  cheeks,  the  venerable  man,  pleaded  that  General  Van 
Rensselaer  would  accompany  him,  to  that  chamber  of  death.  From  a 
quivering  !ip,  slowly  came  the  response  :  "  Tell  Mr.  Bloodgood  I  freely 
forgive  bim,  but  cannot  go  to  see  him." 

Years  after  in  1826,  my  mother  accompanied  my  father  on  a  tour  of 
inspection  of  post  offices,  by  order  of  post  master  general,  John  McLean ; 
from  one  of  her  letters  we  take  this  extract ;  "  At  Eochester  we  remained 
a  few  days,  after  viewing  the  Falls  left  there  in  a  canal  boat  in  company 
with  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Elisha  Jenkins,  they  were  very  sociable.  All  was 
as  pleasant  and  cordial  as  if  nothing  disagreeable  had  occurred  between 
the  gentlemen;  they  parted  with  regret  on  both  sides." 
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A  Brief  Staiement  of  Sbeta  Which  led  to  and  attended  the  Affray  in  Albany. 
AprU  aisf  1807. 

Oq  the  17th  iaatant,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Clintoniana  in  this  city,  certain 
ReMolutloas  were  adopted,  one  of  which  declared  the  utter  disbelief  of  the 
meeting  of  certain  facta  contained  in  a  deposition  of  Hknry  K.  Van 
Eenssblaer,  Esquire,  and  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esquire,  the 
Adjutant  General,  The  latter  gentleman  feeling  himself  grossly  injured 
and  insulted,  and  having  understood  that  the  Resolutions  were  drawn  up 
by  Elisha.  Jenkins,  Esquire,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  meeting,  at- 
tacked Mr.  Jenkins  in  the  street  on  the  morning  of  the  2lst  inst.,  having 
first  accosted  him  and  told  him  to  defend  himself,  and  gave  him  a  severe 
caning  *  *  *  Mr.  Jenkins  himself  being  armed  with  a  cane.  About 
two  hours  after  this  Judge  Taylee,  in  the  presence  of  several  gentlemen, 
used  abusive  language  of  the  Adjutant  Ueneral,  calling  him  Aisa^sin, 
Rascal,  Scoundrel,  &c.,  and  shortly  after  seeing  the  Adjutant  General 
passing  down  State  Street,  pursued  him  with  his  cane  raised,  calling  him 
damn'd  rascal,  and  demanding  of  him  why  he  had  used  Mr.  Jenkins  thus, 
and  coming  up  with  him  attacked  him,  the  General  defending  himself 
with  his  cane,  which  was  soon  wrested  from  him  by  Judge  Tayler 
*  *  *  *  On  which  Mr.  CorneHus  Schermerborn,  jun.  came  up  and 
furnished  him  with  another,  with  which  he  struck  Judge  Tayler,  and 
while  they  were  thus  engaged  Francis  Bloodgood,  Esquire,  and  Dr. 
Charles  D.  Cooper  came  up,  one  of  them  crying  knock  the  damn'd  rascal 
dovm,  the  other  MU  the  damn'd  rascal,  and  Bloodgood  with  the  thick  end 
of  a  heavy  cane  which  he  held  with  both  his  hands,  struck  Van  Rens- 
selaer from  behind  a  blow  that  felled  him  *  *  *  Both  Tayler  and 
Cooper  as  well  as  Bloodgood,  then  struck  Van  Rensselaer  while  down 
with  their  canes,  and  Cooper  also  kicked  him,  Van  Rensselaer  being 
raised  up  by  two  persons  and  greatly  disabled,  walked  off  with  their  as- 
sistance, Bloodgood  pursued  him,  and  while  he  was  led  off,  struck  him 
two  severe  blows  with  the  thick  end  of  his  cane,  held  as  before.  Van 
Kensselaer  being  then  unarmed. 

While  Judge  Tayler  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  were  engaged,  and  just 
before  the  first  mentioned  blow  from  Mr.  Bloodgood,  Henry  Yates  jun. 
Esq.,  came  up  and  interfered  with  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  but  being  disabled 
himself  by  a  stroke  from  a  person  unknown  retired.  The  Governor, 
[Morgan  Lewi's  took  hold  of  'i'ayler  and  told  him  it  was  a  shame.  Tayler 
replied,  My  dear  Governor,  I  could  not  help  it,  are  we  to  be  murdered  for 
expressing  our  sentiments,]  who  happened  to  be  near  at  the  time  of  the 
affray,  eserted  him.self  to  the  utmost,  in  quelling  the  tumult,  and  the 
Mayor  of  the  oity  [Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer]  and  other  Magistrates, 
were  very  active  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  The  Adjutant  General 
now  lies  very  dangerously  ill  of  his  wounds.  To  prevent  erroneous  im- 
pressions, as  to  the  transaction  above  mentioned,  and  to  contradict  the 
false  reporte  that  have  been  industriously  circulated,  by  our  political  oppo- 
nents, to  answer  party  purposes,  we  publish  the  above  statement,  from 
actual  testimony,  and  from  a  full  conviction  of  its  truth.  B^  order  of 
Federal  Republican  Gowmittee  of  Albany, 

John  H.  Wendell,  Chairman. 

Teunis  Van  Vechten,  S 
Albany,  27th  April,  1807. 
22 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 
Speech  op  Hon.  Elisha  "Williams. 

The  affraj  gaye  rise  to  more  law,  ill  feeling  and  vindietivenesa  than 
any  occurrence  that  ever  took  plaee  in  Albany.  For  tbis  murderous 
attack,  Qen.  Yan  Renssolaer  subsequently  had  all  the  parties  arrested, 
and  those  concerned  in  the  several  encounters  went  to  law  about  their 
grievaEces.  [The  difficulty  which  caused  these  suits  took  place  at  Albany, 
on  the  iJlst  day  of  April,  1807,  a  few  days  previous  to  the  general  eleo- 
tion,  at  which  time  the  republican  candidate  Daniel  B.  Tompkins  was 
elected  over  Morgan  Lewis  of  the  federal  party.]  The  actions  were  com- 
menced in  the  Snpreme  Court,  and,  by  consent  of  parties,  referred  to 
Simeon  Db  Witt,  Esq.,  Mr.  James  Kane  and  Mr.  John  Van  Schaaok, 
96  arbitratora,  and  was  tried  at  Albany  in  Aug.  1808.  AbkahAM  Van 
Vechten  and  John  Woodwoeth,  Eaqs.,  were  associated  with  Blisha 
Williams,  as  counsel  for  Mr.  Van  Keussclaer,  and  Thomas  B.  Gold, 
Eeenezee  Foote  and  John  Champlain,  Esqs.,  were  opposed.  Speech 
or  Hon.  Elisha  Williams  in  the  causes  of  Elisha  Jenkins  vs.  Sol.  Van 
Eensseluer.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  vs.  John  Tayler.  The  same  vs. 
Charles  D.  Cooper.     The  same  vs.  Francis  Bloodgood. 

"  The  great  importance  of  these  controversies  to  my  client,  as  they  re- 
spect his  feelings,  his  property  and  his  character,  is  the  only  apology  I 
shall  offer  to  yon,  gentlemen,  for  the  observations  I  am  about  to  submit. 
The  high  confidence  reposed  in  you  (who  are  selected  by  the  parties  them- 
selves) may  be  more  finely  expressed  by  the  opposite  counsel,  but  cannot 
be  more  sincerely  felt  than  by  ourselves.  Nor,  gentlemen,  can  a  more 
sure  and  ample  pledge  of  youi  ability,  candor,  and  integrity,  be  required, 
than  that  which  you  have  furnished  in  the  patience  and  impartiality  you 
have  displayed  through  the  tedious  details  of  this  unprecedented  investi- 
gation. These  considerations,  inspire  a  confidence  that  the  few  observations 
I  shall  now  submit  to  you,  will  be  attentively  heard  and  duly  appreciated. 

"  The  opposingconnsel  have  confined  theirobservations  to  the  transactions 
of  that  nnfortunate  day,  when,  on  the  one  hand  insolence  and  insult  were 
justly  chastised,  and  when  on  the  other  unbridied  rage  and  brutal  violence 
finally  triumphed  in  the  destruction  of  a  patriot  and  a  soldier  They  have 
described  General  Van  Rensselaer  as  the  baleful  '(tar  which  arose  m  the 
morning,  and  produced  and  justified  all  the  fatal  excesses  and  crimes  per- 
petrated throughout  the  day.  Upon  this  theme  they  have  poured  forth 
torrents  of  declamation,  and  evinced  all  the  fiction,  all  the  melancholy 
madness,'  if  not  the  inspiration  of  poetry 

"But,  gentlemen,  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  travel  back  with  me 
to  an  earlier  period,  to  examine  the  causes  which  produced  the  misfor 
tunes  of  that  unhappy  day.  And  if  in  this  examination  we  find  that  the 
political  elements  were  in  violent  c  mmotion  prior  to  that  lamented  day, 
if  we  find  that  the  machinations  ot  the  evil  genius  of  our  country,  had 
prepared  all  things  for  an  explosion,  if  in  fine,  we  find  '  the  hand  of  Napo- 
leon even  in  this  thing,'  let  us  bear  no  more  of '  the  baleful  morning  star,' 
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and  its  baleful  mid-day  influeace.  Rather  let  the  guilty  authors  of  those 
horrid  transactions,  those  incendiaries,  who,  to  gratify  an  uaholy  ambition, 
dared  to  attack  and  stigmatize  the  fair  fame  of  a  soldier,  to  torture,  his 
honorable  feelings  with  the  most  uofounded  calumnies,  until  at  length 
they  compelled  him  to  raise  his  arm  in  defense  of  his  injured  character, 
let  these  calumniators  be  dragged  before  the  public,  and  !et  them  feel 
from  your  hands,  gentlemen,  the  punishment  which  their  dastardly  con- 
duct merits. 

"  What,  then,  is  the  real  cause  of  ail  these  outrages,  where  and  when 
did  they  commence,  and  by  whose  hand  was  the  fatal  apple  of  contention 
thrown  among  these  parties  ? 

"  It  had  pleased  Mr.  Edmund  G.  Genet,  b^  some  means,  to  procure  from 
a  Mr.  Nicholas  Staats,  an  affidavit,  deeply  impugning  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  adjutant  general.  [Said  to  be  a  bribe  to  vote  for  G-ov, 
Lewis.]  The  adjutant  general,  then,  not  suspecting  the  dark  and  exten- 
sive system  which  had  been  planned  for  the  destructioo  of  his  character, 
accompanied  by  his  aged  father,  called  on  Staata  for  an  explanation  of 
his  affidavit.  He  was  referred  to  Genet,  whose  bureau,  it  seems,  had 
now  become  the  grand  arsenal,  whence  were  to  be  drawn  all  the  poJitical 
weapons  and  democratic  ammunition  which  the  approaching  coatest 
might  require.  Staats,  acknowledging  the  errors  which  his  affidavit  was 
calculated  to  propagate,  declared  to  the  general  that  he  had  long  refused ; 
but  finally  was  prevailed  upon  to  swear  by  the  incessant  and  pressing 
BolicitatiouB  of  Genet ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  referred  him  to  the  citizen 
for  an  inspection  of  his  oath.  The  General  and  his  father  then  repaired 
to  the  house  of  Genet,  there  it  was  that  the  offensive  observations  were 
made  which  are  detailed  in  the  affidavit  of  those  gentlemen.  There  it 
was,  that  this  Frenchman  painted  the  power,  the  designs  and  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Corsicau  tyrant :  Bonaparte,  he  said,  had  now  disposed  of  all 
his  European  enemies,  excepting  England  and  Russia.  They  soon  would 
fall  before  bis  power;  and  then,  if  America  did  not  treat  him  with  more 
respect,  she  must  expect  that  chastisement  which  his  imperial  ma-iter  had 
never  failed  to  inflict  upon  national  insolence  and  national  impudence, 
foolishly  styled  national  independence.  These,  gentlemen,  were  the 
observations  which  my  client  and  his  aged  father  felt  it  their  solemn 
duty  to  submit,  under  their  oaths  to  their  fellow  citizens.  In  this  were 
they  wrong  ?  Did  they  violate  any  rule  of  justice,  any  principle  of  honor 
in  this  procedure?  No,  It  was  a  public  conversation,  nor,  with  a  sem- 
blance of  truth,  can  it  be  said,  that  any  confidence  was  violated.  Nay, 
gentlemen,  had  they  concealed  it,  had  they  failed  to  give  it  every  degree 
of  publicity  in  their  power,  then  indeed  might  they  justly  have  been 
charged  with  treason  against  the  independence  of  their  country.  Who 
was  this  man,  who  menaced  our  country  with  the  vindictive  power  of 
Bonaparte  ?  A  Frenchman  !  a  man  who,  from  birth,  from  education,  from 
habit,  and,  perhaps,  from  principle,  was  well  calculated  to  subserve  the 
cause  of  his  imperial  master.  A  Frenchman,  by  birth,  by  education,  a 
very  Talleyrand  in  al!  the  mysteries  of  political  intrigue ;  allied,  exten- 
sively, to  the  leaders  of  the  triumphant  party ;  his  influence  almost  un- 
bounded over  that  party ;  this  man  now  stood  forth  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  republican  forces  of  the  northern  department.  To  awe  the 
federalists  into  silence,  when  art  and  intrigue,  when  t  '        '  -     ~ 

davits  had  failed,  he  now,  as  the  dernier  resort,   brandis 
heads  the  powers  and  the  vengeance  of  his  imperial  maste 
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"  Gentlemen,  coadnct  like  thia  is  not  new  in  the  annalg  of  the  French 
nation,  for  the  last  twenty  yoara.  Look  at  all  those  miserable  oountries 
which  France  has  deceived,  betrayed,  revolutionized  and  conquered,  and 
you  will  find  the  same  means  in  full  operation.  Not  a  nation  but  has  been 
first  corrupted  by  the  emissari^  of  the  tyrants  of  the  terrible  republic. 
And  if  patriots  have  resisted  the  ruin  of  their  liberties,  if  they  have  de- 
tected and  exposed  the  delusions,  the  deceptions  of  their  enemy,  then  have 
they  invariably  been  menaced  with  the  vengeance  of  the  tyrants  of  the 
World.  But,  gentlemen,  these  emissaries,  who  in  every  form,  spread  like 
locusts  through  every  country,  have  always  been  able  to  delude  and  lead 
astray  the  majority  of  the  people.  They  corrupt  the  presses,  the  very 
sources  of  information.  They  flatter  the  ignorance,  the  prejudices  of  their 
intended  victims,  they  wrap  around  them  the  glittering  robe  of  liberty, 
which  veils  a  thousand  deformities,  they  become  the  friends  of  universal 
liberty,  the  genuine  defenders  of  the  rights  of  man,  they  represent  France 
as  engaged  in  the  great  cause  of  philanthropy  and  liberty.  They  con- 
stantly, and  through  a  thousand  channels,  pour  upon  the  people  whole 
floods  of  high  sounding  terms  and  metaphysical  jargon,  and  thus  they 
succeed  in  bewildering  the  judgment,  and  corrupting  the  integrity  of  mil- 
lions. In  this  seductive  form,  they  have  constantly  proffered  their  accursed 
principles  to  the  world;  and  on  the  eastern  continent,  nation  after  nation 
have  'drunken  the  medicated  draught,  nor  dreamed  of  the  lurking  poison, 
until,  racked  by  convulsions,  they  awoke  to  expire !' 

"  Gentlemen,  are  not  these  facts  established  beyond  the  power  of  con- 
troversy ?  Do  you  not  already  perceive,  even  in  this  our  native  country, 
that  this  sentiment,  which,  when  first  expressed  by  Genet,  was  deemed  so 
infamous  as  to  call  forth  its  condemnation  from  the  united  suffrage  of  the 
party,  is  now  heard  with  approbation?  Yes,  it  now  passes  current  for 
sound  republican  doctrine ;  and  the  very  thoughts  and  sentiments  then 
first  broached  by  Genet,  are  daily  ushered  into  public,  through  the  columns 
of  the  Boston  Ohronich,  the  Baltimore  Whig,  and  even  Col,  Duane's  Au- 
rora, with  the  silence,  at  least,  if  not  with  the  approbation  of  the  republi- 
can party.  With  a  full  knowledge  of  all  these  circumstances,  gentlemen, 
let  me  now  ask  to  whom  were  these  insolent  menaces  uttered  ?  To  Gen. 
Van  Rensselaer,  an  old  and  faithful  servant  of  his  country,  an  ofGcer  of 
the  revolutionary  army,  who  had  little  left  but  his  honor  and  his  wounds, 
to  entitle  him  to  the  notice  of  his  country;  and  to  his  son,  the  first  mili- 
tary officer  of  the  state.  These  American  officers  heard  this  language 
from  a  Frenchman,  with  that  indignant  spirit  which  should  ever  inspire 
the  defenders  of  ouv  country.  They  were  bound  by  every  principle  of  honor 
and  virtuous  patriotism,  to  caution  their  fellow  citizens  against  the  in- 
trigues and  principles  of  a  man,  dangerous  from  his  connections  and  influ- 
ence. They  felt  the  full  force  of  the  obligation,  and  their  affidavits  came 
before  the  public,  supported  by  the  oaths  of  M'Donald  and  Rockwell,  in 
whose  presence  Genet  had  made  similar  declarations. 

"  The  federal  meeting,  referring  to  tho  affidavit,  and  extracting  the  par- 
agraph, express  of  Genet,  his  sentiments,  and  his  political  conduct,  their 
warmest  abhorrence.  In  the  estimation  of  certain  gentlemen,  who  styled 
themselves  republicans,  it  became  important  to  clear  their  northern  manager 
from  the  impntation  of  sentiments  and  designs  so  detestable,  and  then  so 
unpopular.  But  how  was  this  to  be  effected  f  Two  American  patriots,  two 
gentlemen  of  unblemished  character,  had,  by  their  oaths,  convinced  the 
pnhlic  of  their  truth.     To  remove  that  conviction,  the  most  violent  and 
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imposing  measures  must  be  adopted.  First,  Genet  must  be  called  od  to 
deny  the  assertion  of  those  gentlemen.  He,  however,  declines  making 
his  afBdavit.  He  surveys  himself  with  all  the  complacency  and  pride  of 
conscious  greatness,  and  asks  '  shall  I,  who  but  yesterday  a  great  minister 
of  the  terrible  republic ;  who  assisted  in  the  production  of  a  revolution 
which  has  wholly  overthrown  the  land-marka  of  civil  society,  shall  I,  who, 
with  impunity,  attacked  the  character  of  the  god-like  Washington  ;  who 
appealed  from  the  constituted  authorities  of  this  country,  to  the  populace, 
and  shook  to  the  very  center  the  government  and  constitution  of  this  re- 
public, shall  I,  who  sanctioned  in  my  own  country  all  those  principles  which 
finally  mingled  in  one  mighty  ruin  the  throne  and  the  altar,  shall  I,  who 
even  now  bask  in  the  dazzling  glory,  and  greatness  of  Bonaparte,  I,  who 
am  myse^  a  Frenchman  shall  I,  stoop  to  kiss  the  Gospels  of  God  to  sanction 
what  I  publish  ?  No.  Two  American  officers  have  sworn  to  a  fact.  Sin- 
gular indeed  must  be  the  state  of  the  republican  mind,  and  all  my  efforts 
and  intrigues  must  have  wholly  failed  of  their  wonted  suceees,  if  the  very 
troops  /,  command,  are  not  yet  prepared,  upon  mj  word  of  honor,  to 
pronounce  those  officers  guilty  of  perjury. '  Gentlemen,  was  he  mistaken  ? 
Not  at  all.  As  though  inspired  hy  Ms  genius,  a  republican  meeting  was 
called  at  the  seat  of  government :  a  ci-devanl  republican  secretary  of  state, 
descended  to  the  ran  k  of  a  republican  secretary  of  this  electioneering  con- 
vention. This  universal  secretary,  introduces  to  this  meeting,  a  resolution 
substantially  adopting  the  assertion  of  his  manager,  as  truth,  and  substan- 
tially declaring  that  General  Van  Kenaselaer  was  guilty  of  perjury.  Yes, 
gentlemen,  an  officer  of  our  government,  dependent  upon  his  superiors,  if 
not  upon  Genet  for  a  future  salary,  thus  descends  from  his  high  station, 
to  become  the  propagator  of  the  basest  slander.  But  he  did  not  stop  here. 
Not  contented  with  this  private  blow  at  the  character  of  the  general,  he 
steps  forth  into  the  gasettes  ofthe  day,  and  sanctions  by  his  name  and  his  offi- 
cial character,  the  basest  slander  that  ever  transpired.  That  this  name 
gave  a  character,  weight  and  deadly  influence  to  this  calumny,  which  it 
never  would  have  derived  from  tea  thousand  anonymous  publications,  is 
not  to  be  disguised. 

"  Much  has  been  said  of  the  character,  the  exalted  standing,  the  exten- 
sive influence  of  the  secretary.  We  admit  them  all.  But  surely  in  pro- 
portion to  that  character,  standing,  and  influence,  when  he  gave  his  name 
to  the  propagation  of  the  slander,  he  inflicted  a  wound  upon  Gen.  Van 
Bensselaer's  character  more  deep  and  deadly.  And  in  the  same  proportion, 
was  the  injury  he  inflicted  and  the  crime  he  perpetrated,  more  aggravated, 
more  destructive.  And  here,  gentlemen,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  Gen. 
Van  Bensselaer  was  not  a  volunteer  before  the  public.  He  was  drawn 
out  in  self-defense  against  the  foul  aspersions  of  Staats,  upon  whom  Genet 
has  prevailed  to  swear  to  conversations  implicating  the  general's  reputation. 
He  was  not  the  first  '  to  cheapen  oaths,  hy  making  voluntary  affidavits. 
No,  this  very  Citizen  Genet,  who  afterwards  disdained  to  swear  to  a  sus- 
picious statement,  he  was  the  man,  that  first  ioduced  the  attack  in  the 
form  of  an  affidavit.  How,  then,  can  his  advocates  indulge  in  declamation 
against  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  for  the  course  he  adopted  1  Away  with  all  this 
French  mummery  — this  squeamishness  of  '  cheapening  oaths.'  They  are 
observations  which  should  blister  the  mouths  of  the  advocates  of  the  man, 
who  imposed  the  painful  duty  on  my  client  of  repelling  with  his  oath  a 
ba.'^e  and  insidious  slander,  to  which  Staats  had  been  made  to  swear. 

["  The  federal  republioau  cause,  founded  on  the  basis  of  the  c 
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good,  and  haying  for  its  objects  the  preservation  of  social  order  and  the 
protection  of  general  liberty,  is  a  common  cause,  in  which  the  iotereat  of 
free  eitiaens  in  general  are  ooaeerned ;  That  it  is  a  oommou  duty  of 
federal  republicans  without  regarding  local  distinctions,  to  support  that 
cause  wherever  it  is  questioned,  to  assert  and  maintain  its  principles 
wherever  they  are  assailed,  and  to  defend  the  reputations  of  onr  most 
virtnoos  and  distinguished  patriots  whensoever,  and  by  whomsoever  they 
are  calumniated."] 

"  But  it  is  now  denied  that  Mr.  Jenkins  referred  at  all  to  the  affidavit 
of  G-en.  Van  Rensselaer.  He  referred,  say  his  counsel,  only  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  federal  meeting.  Gentlemen,  if  those  resolutions  were  be- 
fore him,  the  mark  oi  qu  tat  n  therein  used,  clearly  demonstrate  from 
whom  the  extract  wa  ma  1  It  tl  e  public  papers  of  the  eity  were  before 
him,  the  af&davlt  its  It  w  s  unde  his  eye.  If  in  short  the  denial,  the 
loord  of  honor  of  (7  net  was  b  f  re  him,  then  he  was  referred  to  the 
affidavit,  and  then  all  p  eten  e  of  not  referring  to  the  general's  affidavit, 
while  he  cites  its  1  n  u  ^  w  h  oh  scrupulous  exactness,  must  appear 
a  hollow  pretense  nd  a  pue  1  vasion.  I  disdain  to  spend  another 
moment  in  exposiug  this  weak  subterfuge  of  conscious  guilt.  What  grounds 
then,  gentlemen,  had  Jenkins  to  puhli&h  to  the  world  a  charge  of  perjury 
against  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  ?  Is  his  veracity  (jiiestiooable  ?  Is  the 
story  improbable  t  Is  there  any  opposite  testimony?  On  the  contrary, 
he  is  fully  supported  by  three  witnesses  uf  unimpeachable  veracity.  Yet, 
says  Mr.  Jenkins,  I  believe  the^e  ^ntlemen  guilty  of  perjury,  because 
Mr.  Genet  denies  the  charge.  I  believe  his  naked  assertion  though  op- 
posed to  the  oaths  of  four  American  citizeni  chiracters  above  suspicion. 
But  why  believe  Oenet?  Because  this  meeting  have  inoonlestibie  evi- 
dence of  his  atlaehm.eQt  to  this  country  '  And  where  is  that  evidence  ? 
Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  calumnies  which  he  heaped  upon  the  immortal 
Washington  ?  Is  it  to  be  found  in  his  early  attempts  to  drag  this  country 
into  the  wars  of  Europe ;  in  his  efforts  to  involve  us  in  all  the  horrors  of 
the  French  revolution  ?  In  the  insults  which  he  profusely  dealt  oat  to 
our  firmest  patriots  ?  Or  is  it  to  be  found  in  those  wretched  remnants  of 
jacobin  clubs  which  a  la  mode  de  Paris  he  scattered  through  the  con- 
tinent ?  Where  is  it  to  be  found  ?  What  exploit  for  American  inde- 
pendence exists  of  which  he  is  the  author  ?  What  monument  of  patriotism, 
of  bravery  or  of  wisdom  will  remain  to  tell  posterity  even  that  he  ever 
existed  ?  You  search  In  vain  !  Not  so  my  honorable  client  and  his 
venerable  father !  Tbe  one  even  In  youth  a  veteran.  The  other  long  a 
faithful  servant  of  his  country  both  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  the  field.  Let 
them  bare  their  soars,  those  honorable  testimonials  of  their  long  and  faith- 
ful services  to  their  native  country;  and  to  them  let  this  adopted  eitiaen 
boast  of  his  warm  attachment  to  our  republio. 

"  But  the  meeting  further  say  Genet  had  married  into  a  respectable 
family,  that  he  has  several  children,  that  he  had  been  naturalized  and, 
was  the  purchaser  of  real  estate.  I  dispute  not  the  respectability  of  the 
family  with  which  he  is  connected.  But  if  this  consideration  is  to  affeot 
the  question,  I  ask,  from  what  family  has  my  client  descended  ?  Search 
the  annals  of  the  state,  and  you  will  find  from  its  earliest  settlement  that 
family  has  never  ceased  to  be  honorable.  The  children  of  Mr.  Genet,  I 
grant,  are  conclusive  evidence  of  the  soundness  of  his  constitution;  but 
by  what  species  of  necromancy  the  secretary  could  drag  them  in  to  bolster 
the  veracity  of  their  father,  is  wholly  unknown  to  me  ;  nor  can  I  perceive 
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in  nhat  maDuer  his  naturalization  and  property  can  be  applied,  either  to 
eonflrm  the  denial  of  Genet,  or  to  prove  the  perjury  of  Van  Rensselaer. 

"  If  Mr.  Genet  was  naturalized,  1  admit  he  was  entitled  to  all  the  politi- 
eal  privileges  which  the  directors  of  this  '  asylum  of  oppressed  humanity ' 
have  determined  to  extend  to  emigrants  from  Europe.  But  I  would 
iumbly  submit,  whether  the  citizen,  or  any  other  emigrant,  has  any 
claim  to  a  credit  superior  to  that  of  the  native  citizens  of  our  republic. 
Gentlemen,  all  these  pretenses  are  straws  at  which  counsel  will  ever 
grasp,  when  sinking  in  a  flood  of  absurdity,  and  behold  no  chance  of 
escape.  Had  they  not  been  dwelt  upon  in  the  resolutions,  and  supported 
by  the  very  respectable  counselor,  in  opposition,  I  should  have  deemed 
theni  scarcely  worth  a  comment. 

"  Gentlemen,  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  treated  the  resolutions  of  the 
democratic  meeting  implicating  Gen,  Van  Rensselaer's  character,  as  the 
act  of  Mr.  Jenkins.  We  do  not  deny  to  any  man  or  number  of  men  the 
privilege  of  canvassing  on  the  eve  of  an  election.  But  we  deny  that  any 
political  club  is  justified  in  greater  liberties  with  individual  character, 
than  is  permitted  to  individuals  of  that  club.  We  deny  that  any  indi- 
vidual of  the  meeting  who  promoted  the  circulation  of  the  slander,  is  to 
be  at  ail  protected  because  others  joined  with  him  in  perpetrating  the 
outrage.  And,  above  all,  we  deny,  that  a  man  who  gives  his  name  to  the 
public  in  support  of  a  calumny,  who,  thereby,  gives  it  force,  and  form, 
and  durability,  can  skulk  from  the  responsibility,  behind  that  portion  of 
the  populace,  whom  be  might  prevail  upon  to  sanction  the  transaction. 
"Wherever,  then,  the  vile  tale  originated,  whether  in  the  wily  brain  of  a 
foreigner,  or  whether  in  a  motley  concourse  of  electioneering  dependents, 
Jenkins  adopted  it  as  his  own.  He  placed  it  on  a  lasting  record.  He 
attempted  to  hand  the  name  of  my  client  and  his  aged  father  down  to 
their  posterity,  covered  with  the  deepest  infamy.  Is  he  not  then  answer- 
able for  his  conduct  ?  As  a  gentleman,  oan  he  wish  to  avoid  responsi- 
bility ?  Does  he  attempt  to  shield  himself  from  responsibility  behind  the 
political  puppets,  whom  he  collected  and  danced  before  the  public  in 
Albany?  For  his  own  honor,  gentlemen,  let  him  disavow  attempts,  so 
weak,  so  degrading.  Let  him  step  boldiy  forth,  and  in  the  character  of 
a  man,  tell  you,  '  If  I  have  injured  General  Van  Rensselaer,  here  I  am  to 
answer  him.'  Let  him  disdain  longer  to  keep  a  positioD  so  humble,  so 
disgraceful,  as  is  that  in  which  his  counsel  have  placed  him.  It  is  strongly 
insinuated,  however,  that,  as  a  soldier,  General  Van  Rensselaer  was 
bound  by  the  code  of  honor  to  caU  hie  antagonist  into  the  field,  and  wash 
away  the  injury  with  blood.  Gentlemen,  he  might  have  called  bim  ;  and 
so  might  be  have  '  called  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep.'  Not  that  I  would 
insinuate  aught  against  the  personal  bravery  of  Mr.  Jenkins.  But  this 
is  certainly  true,  that  Van  Rensselaer,  who  had  sought  a  personal  inter- 
view the  preceding  day,  could  hardly  expect  that  this  gentleman,  who 
had  promised  to  see  him,  and  had  falsified  his  promise,  would  now.  re- 
proach bim  with  any  violations  of  the  rules  of  honor.  And  here,genfle- 
men,  permit  me  to  correct  the  opposing  counsel,  who  seems  to  suppose 
that  Schermechorn  was  directed  by  Van  Rensselaer  to  conceal  his  name 
from  Jenkins.  He  did  not.  The  measure  was  adopted  by  Sohermerhorn, 
as  he  says,  because  he  believed  it  the  only  course  to  procure  a  personal 
interview  between  the  parties.  That  Jenkins  knew  the  person  who 
sought  the  interview  was  Gan.  Van  Rensselaer,  is  perfectly  obvious,  by 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  John  C.  Spenoer.     Why  thea  did  not  Jenkins  com- 
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ply  with  his  promise  to  Schermerhorn,  Thia  he  might  have  done  in  the 
presence  of  his  friends.  And  if  he  was  unconscious  of  havinj;  inflicted 
intentional  injury,  he  could  have  feared  no  personal  violence.  Gentlemen, 
if  Jenkins  oould  have  uttered  the  language  which  his  counsel  now  utter 
for  him,  would  he  not  have  met  the  general  and  have  said  to  him,  '  It 
was  not  my  intention  to  question  your  veracity,  I  did  not  allude  at  all  to 
your  affidavit.  I  only  referred  to  the  proceedings  of  the  federal  meeting.' 
Such  an  explanation  (if  founded  in  truth),  would  as  readily  have  been 
offered  as  accepted  as  satisfactory  hy  any  man  of  honor.  This,  gentlemen, 
Jenkins  did  not  do.  With  truth  he  oould  not  do  it.  No,  he  well  knew 
that  ha  had  inflicted  upon  Van  Rensselaer  a  wound  which  apologies  could 
not  heal.  He  had  declared  to  the  world  that  the  general  and  his  father 
lad  incurred  the  moral  guilt  of  perjury,  that  they  had  severed  the  chain 
which  bound  their  consciences  to  truth  and  to  heaven,  and  had  beoonie 
richly  entitled  to  temporal  and  eternal  infamy  and  wretchedness.  What, 
then,  could  General  Van  Rensselaer  do  ?  Insulted  in  the  grossest  manner, 
wounded  Id  the'tenderest  point,  and  doubly  wounded  by  the  attack  upon 
his  aged  and  defenseless  father ;  denied  the  possibility  of  access  to  Jen- 
kins ;  goaded  almost  to  madness  hy  the  conduct  of  his  adversary,  he  de- 
termined to  chastise  and  disgrace  the  man  who  had  wantonly  and  in  cool 
blood  aimed  the  dagger  at  his  reputation  ;  and  who  when  called  on  for  a 
personal  interview  had  promised  it,  but  had  baaely  forfeited  his  promise. 

"  Thia  he  did.  And  now  gentlemen  let  me  ask,  was  the  chastisement  dis- 
proportionate to  the  offense  ?  I  do  not  contend  that  the  provocation,  high 
and  aggravated  as  it  is,  furnishes  a  legal  justification  of  the  assault  and 
battery.     But  it  must  reduce  the  damages  to  a  point,  merely  nominal. 

"  That  Jenkins  expected  (as  he  knew  be  merited)  the  chastisement  he 
received,  is  evident  from  "his  language  to  Spencer,  that  he  knew  of  the 
attack,  is  evident  from  the  testimony  of  Miss  Steele,  of  Baton,  and  of 
several  other  witnesses  ;  for  when  he  beheld  the  man  he  had  injured  in 
pursuit  of  him,  could  he  doubt  hia  object?  It  is  also  evident  from  the  con- 
versation that  succeeded  the  affray.  When  Van  Rensselaer  declared  that 
he  had  given  him  notice  prior  to  the  blow,  he  did  not  at  all  deny  the  truth 
of  the  assertion.  But  above  all  it  is  evident  from  the  character  of  the  as- 
sailant. Strong  and  conclusive,  gentlemen,  must  be  the  evidence  tio  con- 
vince any  one,  that  a  man  of  acknowledged  honor,  bravery  and  humanity, 
like  Gen  Van  Benaselaer  could  act  so  contrary  to  ail  his  piinciples  and 
his  habits 

Ihere  cannot  be  a  doubt  then  gentlemen  that  Jenkins  beheld  Yan 
Sensselaer  in  puramt  t  him  heard  bis  ctll  and  expectei  the  attack 
That  Van  Ee  iiselaer  was  his  superior  b  th  in  activity  and  re'tolution 
and  tl  at  be  easily  inflicted  the  cha'itisement  he  mtende  1  we  admit  And 
if  we  are  to  give  any  credit  to  the  t  wering  fl  ghts  of  the  counsel  a  scene 
followed  in  which  moie  blood  was  spilt  thai  flowed  at  the  battle  of  Tra 
faigai  If  the  counsel  are  coriect  poor  Mr  Jenkins  was  beaten  to  a 
very  mummy  his  j  mts  were  dislocated  bis  bones  broken  his  features 
all  disflgured  and  he  eshibted  to  the  astonished  cit  zens  a  spectacle  to 
dissolve  the  maible  heart  ot  the  veriest  savage  This  gi,ntiemi,n  is  a 
doleful  picture  but  unfortunately  it  has  no  original  What  is  the  evi 
deuce?  While  Jenkins  wa  d^wn  and  in  Van  Rent.aelaers  power  he  did 
to  be  sure  inflict  several  blows ;  but  in  a  part  where  most  it  wound  bis 
honor  and  least  endangered  his  life  or  limbs.  He  then  voluntarily  re- 
treated, and  Jenkins  rose  and  retired.     Yan  Rensselaer  did  not  pursue 
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him.  He  chose  the  manner  hest  calculated  to  disgrace  him,  to  punish 
him  for  his  insulting  and  injurious  conduct  to  himself  and  his  father. 
You,  gentlemen,  as  men  of  honor,  who  know  and  duly  estimate  the  valne 
of  reputation,  who  can  feel  the  situation  of  a  man  unjustly  and  vilely 
calumniated,  you  will  fully  examine  the  offense  and  the  provocation,  and 
you  will  say,  whether  Jenkins  did  not  merit  the  slight  chastisement  he 
reoeived  from  the  man  he  had  wantonly  injured. 

"  I  come  now  to  the  causes  in  which  General  Van  Rensselaer  is  plaintiff. 
And,  gentlemen,  in  the  very  threshold  we  are  met  by  a  sort  of  justifica- 
tion interposed  by  the  defendants,  generally,  not  a  little  singular. 

"  The  argument  of  the  opposing  counsel  is  in  substance  this.  To  my 
client  they  say,  '  you,  sir,  in  the  morning,  broke  in  pieces  the  shield  of 
the  law.  You  therefore  demolished  all  legal  protection,  and  became  an 
outlaw  through  the  day.  Upon  you  as  upon  Cain  of  old,  was  fised  a  mark, 
and  any  that  found  you  might  kill  you.'  Really,  gentlemen,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  allow  much  for  the  difficulties  with  which  the  counsel  are  forced 
to  struggle.  And  much  for  that  peculiar  horror  which  their  ingenious 
minds  must  have  experienced  when  they  were  forced  to  enter  upon  the 
justification  of  a  transaction  so  savage  and  flagitious.  But  this  is  a  stroke 
so  bold,  so  utterly  at  random,  as  to  surpass  the  bounds  of  charity  itself. 

"  KG-eneral  Van  Rensselaer  bad  committed  a  breach  of  the  peace  in  the 
morning,  it  might  well  operate  aa  a  warning  against  all  similar  eseesses 
for  the  day.  But  by  what  principle  of  common  sense,  _reason  or  law  it 
eould  justify  or  estenuate  subsequent  outrages,  outrages,"  too,  so  enormous 
and  bloody,  is  wholly  beyond  my  power  to  conceive.  Nor  can  I  devise 
any  legal  or  rational  connection  between  the  morning  chastisement  and  the 
savage  excesses  in  the  afternoon. 

"  Hut  by  what  authority  did  these  defendants  become  the  avengers  of 
Mr.  Jenkins's  wrongs  ?  What  connection  exists  between  them  and  Jen- 
kins ?  Not  that  consanguinity  which,  among  savages,  entitles  to  vengeance. 
None  but  a  political  oonneetion  has  been  disclosed.  And  has  it  come  to 
this  F  If,  insulted  and  injured  in  the  grossest  manner  by  a  man  who  refuses 
me  every  other  satisfaction,  I  chastise  and  disgrace  the  insolent  poltroon  ; 
and  if  he  happens  to  be  a  republican,  has  every  member  of  that  fraternity 
a  license  to  grasp  the  cudgel,  feel  himself  injured,  and  offer  me  personal 
insult  and  violence  in  the  street.  Gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that  when 
Van  Bensseiaer  presumed  justly  to  punish  a  man  bearing  the  saored  name 
of  republican,  it  was  war  dejure  with  the  whole  tribe  of  democracy.  Nay, 
not  content  with  this,  they  declare  it  a  war  of  extermination,  a  war  which 
would  justify  the  tribe  even  in  the  vilest  attempts  at  assassination.  If, 
gentlemen,  this  triumphant  tribe  have  arisen  superior  to  the  law  as  well  as 
the  constitution ;  if  to  gratify  their  passions,  all  the  sacred  principles  of 
justice,  equity  and  law,  esteemed  so  sacred  and  inviolable  by  our  ancestors, 
are  to  be  trampled  under  foot,  then  this  high  claim  may  have  some  founda- 
tion. But  if  we  are  '  brethren  of  the  same  family,'  and  law  and  justice 
rise  superior  to  the  political  squabbles  and  clubs  of  the  day,  then  a  weaker 
or  more  ridiculous  extenuation  of  an  outrage,  never  was  attempted. 

"  Permit  me  gentlemen  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Tayler 
alone.  We  are  here  charged  with  several  offenses.  First,  after  the  affray 
with  Jenkins  Van  Rensselaer  insohntly  walked  the  streets;  went  to  the 
tavern  where  hi^  hor^e  ww  dud  to  the  post-offioe  for  his  letters.  And 
pray,  why  shoull  he   not  walk  the  streets?     After  oaning  a  man  who 
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mhly  merited  it  who  but  a  tyrant  would  attempt  to  preveut  it,  and  who 
but  a  madman  would  question  bis  right. 

"  Again,  it  is  said  he  sought  Tayler.  This  is  not  true  ;  for,  had  he  sought 
him ;  when  in  full  view  of  Lewis's  Tavern  he  stood  upon  the  side  walk  on 
the  direct  oourse  to  the  post  office,  would  Van  Rensselaer  have  passed  to 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  on  his  return  have  entered  upon  the 
south  side  walk  below  him  ?     'Tis  incredible.    But  he  did  not  run,  when 

Tajler  called  him  d d  rascal  and  assassin.     No,  he  did  not  run  from 

Tajler.  He  never  did  turn  his  back  upon  an  adversary,  and  I  trust  in 
God  be  never  will.  These,  gentlemen,  are  not  the  general's  habits. 
His  conscience  and  his  feelings  never  taught  him  this  resort  of  cowardice. 
"  This  Judge  Tayler  is  a  grave,  wealthy,  senatorial  father  of  the  city, 
whose  presence  might  arrest  the  arm  of  the  pugilist,  quell  a  mob,  or  hush 
a  riot ;  whose  staff,  like  the  trident  of  Neptune,  could  in  an  instant  settle  all 
the  waves  of  commotion,  and  preserve  order  even  among  the  elements  of  an- 
archy, Mr.  Button,  in  the  true  character  of  a  Christian,  which  he  ever 
sustains,  exhorted  Judge  Tayler  to  use  his  influence  to  prevent  any  further 
escese;  This  gravely  and  repeatedly  he  promised.  While  yet  these 
promises  are  upon  his  lips,  a  messenger  arrives  at  his  door.  The  judge 
is  no  rude  man  ;  yet,  Mm  cMmonie,  he  leaves  his  friends.  What  powerful 
motive  impelled  him?  Possibly  be  beard  that  General  Van  Rensselaer 
was  insolently  walking  the  street.  Vengeance  ran  rasping  through  every 
vein.  The  grave  mentor,  the  venerable  father  of  tbe  city,  grasping  a 
bludgeon  in  his  hand,  while  his  eyes  beamed  meekness  and  complacency 
on  his  friends  remaining  within  bis  own  walls,  rushed  forth  to  gratify  his 
malice,  and  to  wallow  in  revenge. 

"  The  age  of  Tayler  may  have  dimmed  his  sight ;  but,  when  the  name  of 
Van  Rensselaer  is  pronounced  by  Mr.  Rodgers,  he  instantly  drops  the  arm 
of  bis  friend.  Even  the  frozen  blood  of  tbe  grave  old  senator  boiled 
like  ,ffitna'a  crater;  and  the  first  words  that  issued  from  those  lips  that 
so  lately,  sweetly  promised  peace,  were  '  yoj*  d — d  rascal  why  did  you, 
like  an  assasdn,  attack  Jenkins  ?  '  In  what  '  code  of  politeness '  do  the 
opposite  counsel  find  a  warrant  for  the  venerable  judge  for  tbe  use  of  this 
language  ?  Tayler,  with  cane  uplifted,  rushed  to  the  conflict,  and  my 
client  did  not  run,  '  Ergo  (say  the  gentlemen),  they  fought  by  mutual 
consent.'  Let  me  not  disturb  this  logical  conclusion,  but  frankly  admit, 
that  my  client  never  would  have  troubled  you  with  this  suit  against 
Tayler,  bad  be  not  reason  to  believe  that  by  his  procurement,  the  mob 
was  drawn  to  the  scene  of  action,  with  intention  to  permit  the  adjutant 
general  to  depart  with  his  life,  and  with  that  only. 

"  What  is  the  evidence  of  preconcert  ?  Tayler's  house  Aappens  to  be  the 
rendezvous  of  many  of  bis  friends.  Tayler  repairs  to  the  market  to  pur- 
chase provisions,  which  he  happened  to  forget  to  bring  or  order  home. 
He  whispered  to  tbe  Oassidys.  One  of  them  immediately  after  Tayler 
left  the  market,  with  a  club  drawn,  from  some  republican  arsenal, 
happened  to  appear  at  the  scene  of  action.  Tbe  younger  Caasidy  invitea 
bis  companion  to  go  up  to  State  street  to  '  see  the  scrape.'  How  did  it 
happen  that  these  Oassidys  were  so  wonderfully  correct  if  not  previously 
informed  ?  When  Gen,  Van  Rensselaer  passed  up  to  Lewis's,  Oassidy 
said,  '  now  the  d — d  rascal  (the  watchword  of  their  chieftain)  will  pay  for 
it.'  At  the  moment  of  the  conflict,  it  happened  that  Cooper,  Bloodgood, 
the  Cassidys,  Tayler's  tenant,  and  about  seventy  of  his  political  friends,  all 
This   tna^  indeed  be  accident ;  but  much  it  savors  of  pre- 
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concert  and  of  deep  design.  The  battle  soon  commences;  and  while 
victory  is  suspended  in  equal  balance,  Cooper  appears,  not  to  rescue  his 
wife  from  danger;  she  was  of  minor  consequence,  and  committed  to  the 
protection  of  another.  [Mrs.  Cooper  ran  out  of  the  house  and  took  hold 
of  Tayler,  her  father].  Not  to  defend  Taylor  from  imminent' danger,  for 
his  friends  think  he  tiad  the  better  of  the  battle,  and  stood  in  no  need  of 
assistance;  but  Cooper  appears,  crying  'knock  the  d — d  rascal  down.' 
He  passed  Van  Rensselaer  and  took  hold  of  him  or  his  cane,  probably 
the  latter ;  for  the  small  end  of  his  cane  being  arrested  behind  would 
bring  the  large  end  forward  against  Tayler's  breast,  as  described  by  the 
witnesses,  and  the  force  of  the  blow  being  sfient,  the  cane  easily  be 
arrested  from  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer's  hand.  Cooper  not  only  thus  assisted 
to  disarm  Van  Rensselaer,  but,  as  one  witness  declares,  struck  him.  And, 
when  bleeding  and  defenseless,  he  lay  prostrate  upon  the  earth,  he  kicked 
him  on  the  side ;  that  side,  in  which  great  and  continued  pain  long  re- 
mained, without  any  other  cause  that  has  or  can  appear.  This  cohduct, 
cruel  and  savage  as  it  is,  does  not  prevent  his  counsel  from  attempting  to 
present  him  to  you  in  the  character  of  a  peace-maker.  A  peace-maker  1 
What,  that  man  who,  when  the  battle  was  raging,  mingled  in  the  conflict, 
who  disarmed  and  presented  my  client  as  a  defenseless  victim  to  the 
bludgeon  of  his  adversary,  who,  constantly  cried  havoc,  and  gave  his  full 
assistance  to  the  production  of  the  catastrophe,  he  a  peace-maker  !  Gentle- 
men, if  this  be  the  conduct  of  peace-makers,  let  the  blessing  pronounced 
upon  them  be  blotted  from  the  holy  record. 

"  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  while  Tayler  was  surrounded  by  about 
seventy  of  bis  personal  and  political  friends.  Van  Rensselaer  contended 
with  a  host  alone.  Bnt,  'tis  said  '  Schermerborn  was  there.'  Tes,  Soher- 
merhorn,  who,  as  one  of  the  witnesses  swears,  commanded  almost  the  ele- 
ments ;  he  that  day  was  there.  This  giant,  this  Hercules,  this  Orlando 
Fnrioso,  was  there.  But  that  he  raised  his  hand  against  any  one,  until 
Van  Rensselaer  was  nearly  murdered  by  the  joint  attacks  of  Tayler,  Blood- 
good,  and  Cooper,  is  not  pretended  by  any  mortal. 

''  These,  gentlemen,  are  the  facts  applicable  to  the  oases  of  Tayler  and 
Cooper.  That  they  participated  in  the  outrage,  that  they  gave  their  fall 
assistance  to  the  destruction  of  my  client,  is  beyond  a  doubt.  That  by 
their  instrumentality,  the  mob  was  collected  and  the  catastrophe  produced, 
is  also  clear.  It  remains  with  you  to  say  what  punishment  their  conduct 
merits. 

"  Passing  over  the  causes  of  Tayler  and  Cooper,  aggravating,  and  dis- 
gusting as  they  are,  I  approaeh  one  of  a  very  different  complexion  ;  one 
which  neither  friend  or  foe  can  examine  without 'extreme  pain.  Such  a 
case  I  have  never  witnessed,  of  such  an  one  I  have  never  read,  aud  for 
the  honor  of  human  nature,  I  trust  such  a  case  will  never  again  appear 
for  judicial  investigation.  1  am  not  an  enemy  of  Mr.  Bloodgood ;  'but  I 
have,  gentlemen,  a  saored  duty  to  perform  ;  and  if  in  the  discharge  of 
that  duty,  I  lay  him  naked  before  himself,  if  I  paint  his  conduct  loathsome 
and  shocking  to  humanity,  he  and  his  friends  will  be  pleased  to  remember, 
that  he  furnished  the  detestable  original.  He  has  permitted  this  cause  to 
come  to  this  situation,  where  the  silence  of  counsel  would  be  treason  to 
the  client.  In  examining  this  cause  I  must,  and  I  will,  as  far  as  in  me 
lies,  discharge  the  duty  I  owe  to  a  worthy  client  and  a  suffering  friend. 

"  Permitme,  first,  to  examine  the  apology  or  defense  set  up  for  this  man's 
conduct.     It  is  comprised  in  this  :  '  He  was  in  a  frenzy  of  passion ;  and 
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thought  his  frieniJ,  Judge  Tajler,  in  imminent  danger.'  Jndge  Tajler, 
who  had  grown  gray  in  the  study  of  the  pugiliatic  art;  whose  desterity 
and  experience  in  tUe  use  of  the  cane,  could  not  be  unknown  to  those  who 
were  hound  to  him  hy  a  '  triple  cord ;'  Judge  Tayler,  whose  herculean 
stature  apealta  his  prowess  ;  who,  with  the  assistance  of  his  hopeful  son- 
in-law,  had  disarmed  his  adversary,  and  who,  surrounded  hy  seventy  de- 
pendents armed  with  bludgeons,  was  in  contest  with  a  single  map ;  this 
same  Judge  Tayler,  thus  situated,  was  in  such  imminent  danger,  as  to 
justify  Bloodgood  in  the  murder  of  his  adversary!  That  Mr,  Blood- 
good  was  frantic  with  rage,  is  certainly  undeniable.  But  why  was  he  so  ? 
Had  General  Van  B«nsselaer  ever,  from  his  infancy,  performed  one  act, 
or  uttered  one  syllable  that  could  justly  kindle  all  his  malignant  passions 
into  a  conflagration  so  uncontrollable  ?  Had  he  injured  Bloodgood  ?  On 
the  contrary  was  not  this  man  one  of  that  very  meeting  which  originated 
the  vile  slander  against  the  general  ?  Had  he  been  in  any  way  attacked 
for  his  participation  in  this  outrage  ?  Not  at  all.  What  then  is  the  force 
of  this  paltry  attempt  in  bis  justification  ?  Without  the  slightest  provo- 
cation, he  tramples  on  justice,  discharges '  his  reason  and  his  judgment, 
gives  himself  np  to  the  control  of  his  malice  and  his  passion,  and  then 
pleads  that  very  passion  in  excuse  for  the  consequences  of  its  violence. 
Now,  gentlemen,  examine  the  conduct  of  this  man.  While  the  contest 
continued  between  the  general  and  Tayler,  and  none  of  the  spectators 
thought  proper  to  interfere,  Bloodgood,  whether  from  Robison's  corner, 
or  from  the  sit*  of  the  old  church,  or  from  Tayler's  house,  is  wholly  im- 
material, rushes  into  the  street,  crying  ■'  kill  the  damned  rascal ;"  an  ex- 
pression used  as  a  watchword  by  every  member  of  the  party,  from  Tayler 
to  Casaidy.  He  then  rushed  behind  Van  Bensselaer,  and  with  the  butt 
of  hia  bludgeon  (the  smaller  end  being  grasped  by  both  his  hands)  he 
aimed  a  blow  which  brought  his  victim  to  the  ground.  Gentlemen,  what 
laoguago  can  be  found  to  express  the  deep  infamy  of  this  act  ?  While 
engaged  with  Tayler  in  front,  Bloodgood,  like  a  man  abandoned  by  every 
feeling  of  honor,  of  courage,  and  even  of  manhood,  strikes  a  blow  from 
behind  with  a  violence  which  nothing  could  withstand.  .  Attacked  inthis 
assaasin-like  manner,  Van  Rensselaer  falls.  At  this,  Tayler  gave  way, 
and,  as  though  indignant  at  tlie  infamous  conduct  of  his  coadjutor,  left 
the  ground.  And  even  Cooper,  having  kicked  his  victim  while  wallowing 
in  his  gore,  also  retired  and  left  the  scene  clear  to  the  humane  assassin 
who  had  brought  him  to  the  ground.  Partially  recovering  from  the  efieeis 
of  the  blow,  Van  Rensselaer  attempts  to  rise.  But  before  he  can  recover, 
another  blow  from  Bloodgood  again  brings  him  nearly  to  the  ground.  At 
this  moment  the  crowd  rush  forward.  Pale,  bleeding,  feeble,  Van  Rens- 
selaer now  totters  from  the  fatal  spot.  Still  frantic  with  rage,  Bloodgood, 
as  though  nothing  but  the  expiring  groans  of  his  defenseless  victim  could 
satisfy  his  mighty  mahoe,  still  rushes  upon  him.  Yes,  gentlemen,  a  de- 
fenseless victim  he  truly  was.  His  wandering  eyes,  his  death  like  visage, 
spoke  bis  disordered  senses.  Instinct  taught  him  to  strive  for  the  pre- 
servation of  his  life ;  and,  therefore,  he  raised  his  feeble  guard  against, 
he  knew  not  what  or  whom.  Bloodgood,  stili  unsatisfied,  still  thirsting 
for  blood,  unmoved  by  this  spectacle  of  weakness  and  wounds,  beats  down 
his  guard,  and  eootinues  the  savage  attack.  Blow  succeeds  blow,  and 
wound  succeeds  wound,  until  the  indignant  spirit  of  the  soldier,  tempered 
with  the  faith  of  an  expiring  Christian,  exclaims  in  agony,  '  Oh  my 
Jesus  V     At  this  moment,  as  if  forsaken  by  his  God,  as  if  given  up  to  ths 
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perpetration  of  a  crime  at  which  his  sotil  must  still  shudder ;  at  this 
moment,  when  his  mutilated  victim  eouldficdpToteodoQ  from  no  human  arm, 
and  when,  seemingly  in  vain,  he  cried  to  the  God  of  mercj,  this  frantic 
man  again  drew  his  fell  weapon  in  both  his  hands,  raised  himself  as  if  to 
superadd  the  weight  of  his  body  to  the  strength  of  his  arm,  and  seemed 
to  aim  the  final  blow  at  his  feeble,  bloody,  and  almost  expiring  adversary. 
Instantly  Mr,  William  James,  as  a  rescuing  angel,  rushed  forward  and 
arrested  the  arm  of  this  infuriated,  this  forsaken  man.  To  him  alone  is 
it  owing  that  this  trial  is  permitted  to  be  had.  But  for  his  instantaneous 
presence  the  fatal  blow  would  have  fallen ;  a  blow  which  would  have 
widowed  two  families  and  left  their  children  orphans;  a  blow,  which 
mast  have'sent  to  its  long  account  the  soul  of  a  patriot  and  a  soldier,  and 
have  drawn  down  the  vengeance  of  justice  and  of  heaven  upon  its  bloody 
author.  Let  that  unhappy  man  join  in  devoutly  thanking  the  great  dis- 
poser of  events,  that  this  was  not  permitted. 

"This,  gentlemen,  is  a  correct  portrait  of  this  bloody  scene.  That  it  is 
a  picture  compounded  by  the  blackest  shades,  without  one  tint  of  bright- 
ness; that  it  exhibits  a  creature  of  earth  in  all  the  naked  deformity  of 
corrupted  human  nature  ;  that  it  displays  all  the  vile  passions  and  quali- 
ties which  can  reduce  '  social  man  to  a  civilized  savage,'  is  unhappily, 
wholly  undeniable.  And  upon  a  full  view  of  this  infernal  transaction,  it 
is  now  your  duty  to  mete  out  to  General  Van  Rensselaer,  the  damages 
which  his  sufferings  and  his  present  ruined  situation  require  at  your  hands. 
From  whom  are  tbese  damages  to  be  taken?  From  men,  wallowing  in 
wealth;  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  political  favor;  monopolizing  all  the 
emoluments  of  the  treasury,  and  enjoying  the  most  lucrative  officee  in  the 
elate.  As  to  one  of  them,  itis,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  first  in  point  of  emol- 
ument, of  any  in  this  state.  N'o  small  sum  will  reach  their  feelings.  Award 
against  them  but  a  few  thousand  dollars,  and  they  will,  laughingly,  assign 
a  portion  of  their  income,  for  a  few  months,  to  pay  the  award. 

"  And,  to  whom  are  these  damages  to  be  given  ?  To  a  soldier,  who,  in 
the  field  of  battle,  has  proved  his  patriotism  and  his  bravery,  and  bas, 
emphatically,  learned  that  mutual  dependence  is  the  strong  cord  wbicli 
binds  ingenuous  souls  together ;  that  the  only  proper  use  of  wealth  is  to 
render  ourselves  and  friends  happy.  To  a  soldier,  who  is  a  brother  to  the 
whole  human  raoe;  whose  heart  pants  to  find  the  object  of  charity,  and 
whose  hand  has  never  withheld  from  a.  friend  in  want  even  the  price  of 
his  blood  and  his  wounds.  To  a  soldier,  in  whom,  even  while  a  youth, 
his  country  reposed  the  most  unbounded  confidence,  and  towards  whom 
the  veterans  of  our  land  cast  a  partial  eye,  apd  destined  him  for  high 
military  glory.  To  a  soldier,  who,  by  tbis  cruel,  this  dastardly,  this 
barbarous  outrage,  is  compelled  to  drag  out  a  life  of  pain  and  wretched- 
ness. Should  he  be  permitted  to  retain  hia  present  office,  while  there 
are  few  or  no  active  duties  to  be  discharged  ;  yet  his  activity  is  gone,  and 
the  pride  of  his  office  and  fame  is  vanished  for  ever.  But  should  war, 
with  which  we  are  so  loudly  threatened,  actually  visit  us,  conscious  of  the 
want  of  health  to  discharge  the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  he  must 
abandon  hia  profe^ion,  and  cast  himself  and.  his  femily  upon  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  repubUc. 

"  What  portion  of  pain  has  he  now  already  endured.  What  agony  has 
been  thrown  upon  hia  family.  Heboid  him  returned  to  the  arms  of  a 
disconsolate  wife,  covered  with  wounds,  and  in  a  situation  but  a  little 
above  death.     Scarce  one  ray  of  hope    is   afforded   by  the  physicians. 
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Behold  hia  wretched  days  and  sleepless  nights.     Of  hia  sen 
ally  bereft  and  tottering  to  his  grave  in  pain  and  misery. 

"  Gentlemen,  ohserve  him  well,  and  say,  what  ought  those  monst«rs  who 
have  produced  this  ruin,  to  suffer  for  their  savage  conduct.  With  what 
sum  ean  they,  who  are  the  guilty  cause  of  all  these  sufferings,  satisfy  jus- 
tice and  remunerate  the  sufferer.  This  is  the  past.  What  are  hia  future 
prospects?  Forever  blasted  by  this  fatal  blow;  disqualified  to  pursue 
the  culture  of  his  farm,  the  ooaupation  in  which  he  delights,  and  chained 
to  that  narrow  round,  which  his  feeble  limbs  are  able  to  bear  him  ;  torn 
from  the  fond  embrace  of  his  country  which  had  lavished  upon  him  her 
esteem,  only,  in  proportion  to  the  pledges  he  had  given  of  future  great- 
ness ;  and  finally  barred  from  the  possibility  of  rising  to  that  bright  emi- 
nence which  was  the  darling  object  of  his  youth,  the  delight  of  his  riper 
years. 

"  Gentlemen,  view  him  well,  and  then  tell  me,  shall  not  the  ruffians  who 
have  destroyed  him  forever,  repair,  to  the  full  extent  of  their  ability,  the 
ruin  they  have  caused  ?  Shall  they  not,  with  their  fortunes,  assist  to  miti- 
ate  his  pains,  and  smooth  his  passage  to  the  tomb  ?     „^  Williams  " 

"  Awards  m  the  several  causes  —  yiiik  costs  to  he  faxed  against  the  d^find- 
ants  in  each  cause.  Jenkins  m.  Van  Rensselaer,  jf2,500;  Van  Rensselaer 
vs.  Taylor,  $300 ;  The  same  vs.  Cooper,  $500 ;  The  same  vs.  Bloodgood, 
$3,700." 

"  The  truly  noble,  warmhearted  Honorable  Elisha  Williams,  of 
Hudson,  New  York,  was  bom  August  29,  1773-  and  died  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  at  the  residence  of  his  early  guardian.  Captain  Seth  Grosvenor, 
June  29,  1833.  He  was  the  once  famous  barrister  justly  styled  the 
Cuiran  of  America,  the  charm  of  whose  eloquence  still  lingers  about  the 
Court  House  in  Hudson,  and  the  memory  of  whose  remarkable  powers  as 
on  advocate  still  serves  as  an  incentive  to  many  a  poor  student,  as  he  pores 
over  the  legal  lore  of  Blackstone  and  Chitty.  He  possessed  a  mind  of 
superior  mould,  and  he  combined  in  his  oharaoter  a  rare  assemblage  of  great 
and  splendid  qualities;  he  was  a  man  of  rapid  aod  quick  perceptions,  and 
was  remarkable  for  his  imitative,  imagioative  and  descriptive  power,  for 
his  brilliant  wit,  and  his  suppassing  eloquence.  He  was  exceedingly 
interesting  in  conversation,  warm  beart«d  and  ardent  in  his  attachments  ; 
and  he  was  liberal,  generous  and  charitable.  He  was  as  greatly  distin- 
guished for  his  personal  appearance,  as  he  was  for  his  superior  intellectual 
powers ;  he  was  above  medium  size  and  height,  and  perfectly  erect  and 
corpulent.  His  countenance  was  indescribably  animated  and  expressive, 
and  his  general  aspect  denoted  great  superiority ;  a  stranger  would  be 
forcibly  struck  with  his  majestic  and  dignified  appearance,  and  without 
hearing  him  speak,  would  be  oonsoious  that  he  Was  in  the  presence  of  an 
extraordinary  man.  Mr,  Williams  had  a  very  esteosive  practice.  He 
possessed  a  deep,  varied  and  profound  knowledge  of  human  oature,  which 
enabled  him  to  esert  an  unbounded  influence  over  a  jury;  he  always 
Btudied  the  character  of  the  juries  whom  he  addressed  and  swayed  them 
by  his  powerful  intellect,  brilliant  wit  and  matchless  eloquence.  He  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law  at  an  early  age,  and  rose  rapidly  to  eminence 
in  his  profession;  and  as  a  jury  lawyer,  he  has  never  had  a  superior  in 
this  or  any  other  country." 
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Judge  Van  Ness  to  Sol.  Van  Senaaelaer, 
Dear  Sir,  Hudson  Slst  July,  1807. 

Oa  Thursday  next  Mr  Schermerhorn's  note  at  our  bank  falls  due,  of 
wbich  I  have  just  received  notice,  will  you  inform  him  of  this,  bo  that  he 
may  prepare  aco<irdingly  ? 

I  have  not  heard  from  or  about  yon  sinoo  I  was  at  your  house.  I  see 
you  and  the  Govoriior,  however,  are  in  great  majesty  busy  organizing  our 
military  poet, 

Alr&ady  the  British  Jnon  humbles  himself  before  the  Eayle.  yoa  and 
the  Governor  have  unfurled,  and  one  more  general  order  espressing  two 
or  three  more  "  lively  hopes  "  will  make  the  poor  Lion  run  and  yelp  like  a 
wounded  puppy. 

Take  good  care  your  Eagle  does  not  turn  out  to  be  aa  Owl.  But  to  be 
serious,  I  want  to  know  whether  you  are  well  or  not  (from  that  attack  in 
April)  when  may  I  expect  you  and  jour  wife,  whom  I  love  almost  as  much 
aa  I  do  my  own,  here  ? 

Pray  your  Excellency  just  drop  a  body  a  line  or  two  in  answer  hereto. 
If  you  and  the  Governor,  however,  are  so  muoh  engaged  in  the  defence 
of  the  Nation  that  you  have  no  time  to  write,  Mrs  Van  Eensselaer  will 
probably  be  good  enough  to  favor  us  with  an  answer.  My  wife  and  little 
ones  are  well.  Yours  affectionately  &  sincerely 


^'^^^^%,^ 


Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq. 

In  1807  Governor  Lewis  was  succeeded  by  Daniel  D.  Tompkins;  and 
the  same  year  Albany  was  made  the  capital  of  the  state.  Late  in  the 
autumn,  at  the  particular  request  of  Governor  Tompkins,  Solomon  Van 
Eensselaer  was  in  New  York  city,  a  mamber  of  his  own  family,  to  aid 
him  in  arranging  for  the  defense  of  the  city,  but  he  was  still  suffering 
from  his  wounds. 

In  August  1807  the  first  steamboat  made  its  appearance  ;  it  was  an  ob- 
ject of  anxiety  and  wonder.  As  the  Clermont  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  Robert  Fulton  (the  eminent  inventor  of  steamboats),  was 
slowly  coming  up  the  Hudson  river  from  New  York  on  its  first  success- 
ful trip,  a  farmer  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  hastened  home  to 
apprise  his  wife  and  neighbors  that  he  bad  seen  the  devil  going  up  the 
river  in  a  saw-mill.     This  apparition  of  the  first  steamboat  was  a  marvelous 

Ehenomenon  When  the  Indians  assembled  in  groups  along  the  river's 
ank  they  looked  at  the  "  monster  as  it  moved  on  the  water,  defying  the 
winds  and  tide  and  breathing  flames  and  smoke,  as  a  fire  spirit,  which  waa 
lightning  Its  path  by  the  fires  which  it  vomited.  The  first  steamboat, 
as  others  yet  do,  used  dry  pine  wood  for  fuel,  which  sends  forth  a  column 
of  Ignited  vapor  mmy  feet  above  the  fine,  and  whenever  the  fire  is  stirred, 
a  galaxy  of  sparks  fly  off  which  in  the  night  have  an  airy,  brilliant,  and 
beautiful  appearance.  Iho  uncommon  light  first  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  crews  of  other  vessels  and  from  them  she  had  a  most  terrific  appear- 
ance.    Notwithstanding  the  wind  and  tide  were  adverse  to  its  approach, 
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they  saw  with  astonishment  that  it  was  rapidly  oomipg  towards  them  ;  and 
when  it  came  so  near,  that  they  heard  the  noise  of  the  machinery  and  pad- 
dles, the  crews,  in  some  instances,  shrunk  beneath  their  decks  from  the 
terrihle  sight ;  others  prostrated  themselves,  and  besought  Providence  to 
protect  them  from  the  approach  of  the  horribie  monster.  She  excited  the 
astonishment  of  the  venerable  Dutch  burgomaster  who  almost  dropped  his 
precious  pipe  as  with  strained  eyes  he  esclaimed  Dunder  en  hlicksmn." 

Judge  Van  Nem  to  Solomon  Yam,  Eenmelaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Hudson,  29th  August,  1807. 

1  do  not  believe  it  is  your  fault,  so  I  have  nothing  more  to  Bay  than  I 
wish  you  the  richest  blessings  which  are  bestowed  on  man. 

Yours  &c.,  W.  W.  Van  Ness. 

But  Madam,  to  you  I  have  much  to  say,  you  promised  me  and  my  wife 
to  be  here  last  week.  Day  aft«r  day  have  we  strained  our  eyes  east,  west 
h  north  in  expectation  of  seeing  you  approach  our  humble  mansion. 
Disappointment  saddened  us  for  sometime,  until  reiterated  again  &  again 
we  are  roused  into  passion  &.  mortification.  Your  husband  I  know  is 
willing  to  spend  a  few  days  with  us.  If  even  you  do  not  wish  to  favor  us 
with  a  visit,  why  not  indulge  him  in  doing  so  ?  But  come  my  friends, 
let  us  forget  the  past  and  start  anew,  you  are  largely  in  our  debt.  But  I 
release  the  whole  provided,  that  sometime  next  week  you,  and  little  Van 
Vechten,  and  as  many  more  of  the  children  as  you  please  are  with  us. 
Thank  God  we  have  room  enough  &  altbo'  we  abound  not  in  wealth,  & 
roll  not  in  splendor,  we  have  peace  &  plenty.  To  be  serious,  both  Jenny 
&  myself  are  not  a  little  hurt.  If  there  are  any  persons  on  earth  whose 
friendship  we  want,  whose  society  we  wish  to  court,  &  whose  good  opinion 
to  preserve,  it  is  yours.  I  have  reason  to  believe  this  disposition  to  be 
mutual,  let  us  cherish  &  perpetuate  it.  It  is  possible  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  go  to  New  York  to-morrow.  If  so  you  shall  hear  from  me  by  Tues- 
day's mail.  If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  then,  you  of  course  will  conclude 
I  am  at  home.  I  began  the  latter  part  of  this  scrawl  to  Mrs.  Van,  I  see 
however  it  will  answer  to  be  directed  to  the  firm. 

Yours  affectionately,  W.  W.  Van  Ness. 

The  foregoing  memorial  of  hia  Majesty  my  Lord  and  Master  is  sanc- 
tioned by  your  friend,  Jane  Van  Ness. 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esqr.,  Adjutant  General,  Albany. 

Jiidge  Van  Nem  to  Sol.  Vnn  Bens^laer: 
Dear  Sir,  Claverack  '  30th  April  1868. 

Federalism  has  triumphed  most  gloriously  in  this  Country,  We 
have  at  least  600  majority  20t)  more  than  ever  we  had.  If  Rensselaer 
County  is  faithful  we  shall  carry  both  our  members  of  Congress.  Hasten 
to  communicate  this  to  our  friend  Abraham  Van  Veehten  [Recorder]. 
Let  somebody  write  us  about  members  of  Oongress  &o.  &c.,  in  Rensselaer 
and  Washington  Counties  as  soon  as  possible.  1  shall  soon  again  be  ab- 
sent from  my  famOy,  it  is  upon  the  whole  an  uuple^ant  life  which  my 
office  obliges  me  to  lead,  but  I  must  endeavour  to  reoonoile  myself  to  it 
as  well  as  I  can.     Why  can't  you  and  your  wife  take  a  ride  to  Glaveraolc 

10  called  in  its  settlement  from  the 
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and  see  us  7  We  are  snugly  situated,  would  be  happy  to  see  you  and  I 
want  to  see  jou  about  a  thousand  thinj^s.  Do  trj  ;  if  jou  stay  but  one 
day  suppose  you  start  on  Saturday.  You  can  spend  Sunday  with  us  and 
return  if  your  busiaeas  drives  you  on  Monday  again.  Mention  this  to 
your  wife  &  eome  down  if  possible.  It  just  occurs  to  me  that  our  friend 
the  Recorder  [Abraham  Van  Veohtea]  and  his  wife  would  perhaps  accom- 
pany you.  Speak  to  him  about  it  and  try  to  make  up  a  party  at  all  events 
mention  me  to  him  with  that  friendship  and  esteem  which  I  have  for  him 
and  which  I  cherish  as  a  great  blessing.  Make  my  respects  to  your  wife, 
aud  please  to  tell  her  that  I  think  of  her  as  often  as  she  can  wish  &  that 
I  ardently  wish  her  happy  &  prosperous. 

Yours  as  I  ever  shall  be,  affectionately,         W.  W.  Van  Ness. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Goo.  Morgan  Lewis  to  Solomon  Van  Seiisselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Staatsburgh  2d  May  1808. 

I  should  with  pleasure  have  attended  the  Trial  of  your  Causes  agreeable 
to  your  Wiahea,  had  your  Letter  reached  me  in  Time  to  have  rendered  it 
practicable.  I  presume  however  that  the  abundance  of  Testimony  you 
must  have  been  furnished  with,  rendered  any  Thing  I  could  have  said 
of  little  Consequence  to  you.  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  of  the  Result.  If 
they  have  been  tried  before  an  honest  Jury,  I  cannot  doubt  but  you  have 
recovered  handsome  Damages.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
friendly  offers  of  writing  to  promote  the  object  hinted  at  in  my  former 
letter.  But  the  Idea  I  have  (whether  right  or  wrong  is  immaterial)  of 
my  Standing  in  Society,  forbids  my  being  an  Applicant  for  any  public 
Situation.  Should  my  future  Services  be  deemed  necessary  on  any  Oc- 
casion, the  demand  of  them  must  be  made  free  from  even  the  Shadow  of 
Solicitation  or  the  most  distant  Hint  of  a  wish  on  my  part. 

How  has  the  Election  gone  in  your  Quarter  &  the  Counties  adjoining 
you?  In  Ulster  &  Green,  (jardinier  is  probably  again  elected  to  Congress  ; 
&  in  this  County,  Emmott's  prospects  are  better  than  those  of  that  old 
sinner  Johnson.  Ulster  &  Dutchess  will  return  to  the  Assembly  a  misture 
of  Quids,  Feds  and  Clintonians.  In  this  County,  Robert  Williams  who 
has  turned  Tail,  made  up  the  Hash,  and  the  Quids  literally  suffered  him 
to  gull  them.  It  is  asserted  among  the  Clintonians  here,  that  Selden  of 
Troy  is  to  be  your  Successor  and  is  to  attend  Daniel  D.  on  the  fourth  of 
July  when  he  is  to  appear  in  all  the  pomp  of  Military  splendour.  How 
does  the  Attorney  General  (John  Woodworth)  relish  his  removal,  and 
what  says  his  Papa  to  this  Reward  of  his  past  Services  ?  Does  the  old 
Man  with  Roman  Virtue  subscribe  to  the  propriety  of  such,  conduct,  or 
does  he  bounce  &  swear  a  little  ?  Southwiok's  Appointment  (as  Sheriff} 
instead  of  Dennison,  has  I  presume  procured  the  Clerkship  for  Cooper,  by 
way  of  Amends  for  oid  Taylor's  pretended  Disappointment;  and  Isaac 
Dennison  I  suppose  has  a  firm  belief  that  his  Uncle  played  him  fair,  and 
that  there  was  no  Contrivance  at  all  on  his  part. 

Adieu,  I  hope  soon  to  take  you  by  the  Hand,  tho'  I  doubt  whether  it 
will  be  before  you  have  regfiined  the  Post  of  Honor,  by  a  reduction  to  the 
rank  of  a  private  Citizen.  Mrs.  Lewis  desires  to  be  affectionately  remem- 
bered by  all  the  Inhabitants  of  Cherry  Hill,     y^^^  ^^.^^^  ^  g^_^^_ 

M.  Lewis. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Bsqr.,  Adjt.  General,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
24 
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Major  General  Morgan  Lewis  was  a  true  patriot  and  labored  earnestly 
to  advance  the  beet  interests  of  his  country.  In  1777  he  was  deputy 
quarter  master  general,  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Stillwater  on  Septem- 
ber 19th.  When  he  returned  from  the  field,  being  questioned  by  General 
Gates,  he  reported  the  undeeisiye  progress  of  the  action  ;  at  which  Gen, 
Arnold,  who  was  standing  near,  exclaimed,  "  1  will  aoonput  an  end  to  if," 
and  clapping  spurs  to  his  horse,  galloped  off  at  full  speed  j  Colonel  Lewis 
ini mediately  observed  to  General  Gates  :  "  You  had  better  order  him  back, 
the  action  is  going  well,  he  may  by  some  rash  act  do  mischief." 

GovevwiT  Lmde  to  Solomon  Van  lUnssditer 
Dear  Sir,  Staatsbuigh,  4th  Sept.,  1808. 

I  should  have  given  an  earlier  Answer  to  your  polite  favor  of  the  3l8t 
Ult".  had,  I  not  been  absent  from  Home  when  it  reached  ray  Honse. 

The  Decision  of  the  Arbitrators  does  not  Sui  prise  me.  It  requires 
Men  of  gre^t  firmness  of  Mind  to  do  complete  Justice  on  Such  an  Oc- 

They  certainly  have  been  guided  by  no  Rule,  and  must  have' forgotten 
that  Taylor  was  an  original  offender,  and  attacted  with  a  Club,  while 
Cooper  only  actedaaan  Aid,  and  used  the  weapons  which  Nature  gave  him. 

I  should  be  sorry  to  think  that  Tayler's  being  President  of  the  Bank 
produced  any  Effect,  and  yet  I  Suspect  it  will  be  thought  so  by  many. 
When  shall  we  have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  Mrs.  Rensselaer  at 
this  Place  ?  Your  friend  &  f-ervant. 

SoloraoD  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjut.  General,  Albany,  ^ObQan  Lewis. 

In  those  good,  palmy  old  days,  sixty-seven  years  ago,  many  persons  were 
then  "  lachrymosely  bewailing  the  existing  state  of  things. 

■'  If  we  all  could  unite  with  the  Puritan  mystic  (Peter  Sterry)  doctrines  ; 
Let  all  that  differ  in  principles,  professions  or  opinions,  and  forms,  join  to 
see  that  good  which  is  in  each  other,  and  the  evil  in  themselves,"  there 
would  be  a  steady  improvement,  and  a  better  slate  of  things.  We  then 
might  hope  with  a  certainty  that  the  very  times  on  which  we  have  fallen, 
'  old  times'  to  those  who  eome  after,  will  be  even  clothed  with  the  mar- 
Telously  roseate  hues  we  love  to  invest  our  by-gone  years. 

Gen.  Wilkinson  to  Sol,  Van  B^nsselaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  Washington,  Sept.  14th,  1808. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  lettter  of  the  6th  Jany.  &  will  reply 
by  a  single  line.  I  had  antiaipated  your  wishes  &  had  also  nominated 
Vissoher.  If  we  have  an  army  &  I  have  influence  he  shall  have  a 
Majority.  But  at  this  moment,  I  am  stmggling  agaiust  a  torrent 
of  Slander  &  Calumny,  exceeding  everything  which  has  past,  having  dis- 
graced John  Randolph  for  a  Coward  &  being  about  to  report  Daniel 
Clark  as  an  accomplice  of  Aaron  Burr,  the  one  to  gratify  his  resentment 
&  the  other  to  avenge  the  disappointment  of  the  Conspirators,  have  as- 
sailed my  Honor  with  made  up  documents,  perjuries,  &  forgeries,  and  on 
the  floor  of  Congress  where  privilege  sometimes  sanctions  the  most  vil- 
lainous abuse,  they  have  worried  &  torn  &  mangled  my  Honor,  without 
feeling  or  conscience  Yet  let  not  my  friends  be  appalled.  I  thank  high 
Heaven  I  shall  be  able  to  vindicate  my  Fame,  &  save  my  Brethren  in 
Arms  fiom  Blushing  for  my  shame.  In  the  first  moment  of  Randolph's 
Anathema  I  demanded  a  Court  of  Inquiiy  into  my  Conduct,  which  was 
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ordered  for  the  10th  lost.,  &  will  actually  convene  to-morrow,  when  I 
shall  offer  a  preliminarj  address  which  will  make  my  Enemies  stare,  in 
the  meantime  say  from  me  that  Clark  is  the  author  of  this  attack,  which 
was  digested  in  New  Orleans  last  Summer,  by  the  Associates  of  Burr  & 
the  Mexican  combination,  who  will  seek  my  ruin  as  long  as  they  are  per- 
mitted to  hang  together.  He  came  round  &  brought  with  Him  the 
villainous  power  to  Swear  for  Burr  at  Richmond,  they  arrived  there  got 
alarmed  &  after  several  conferences  with  Burr,  Clark  went  off  without 
appearing  before  the  Court.  I  will  prove  Him  an  accomplice  of  Burr 
that  He  tampered  with  an  of&cer  of  the  army  to  induce  Him  to  attack  & 
take  Baton  Roage  in  the  summer  1806,  which  by  producing  hostilities 
would  have  effected  Burr's  plans.  This  villain  has  perjured  himself  to 
destroy  me,  but  it  will  not  do,  I  am  sorry  that  your  relative  here 
[Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  M,  0.]  &  Mr.  Barent  Gardenier  should  have 
espoused  the  part  of  Randolph  &  this  Scoundrel  Clark  before  they  knew 
what  I  had  to  say.     My  beat  regards  to  Visscher. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esqr.,  j      mrTK-riortw 

Adjt.  General  State  of  New  York,  Albany.  ^*-  WiLKrNSON. 

GMemoT  Lewis  to  Solomon  Van  Semselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Staatsburgh  March  2,  1809. 

I  shall  have  some  Pear  grafts  put  up  for  you  and  will  send  them  by  the 
first  safe  conveyance  that  offers.  I  hope  they  will  succeed  better  with 
you  than  they  do  with  me.  A  disease,  which  I  cannot  find  a  remedy  for, 
is  destroying  them  as  fast  as  I  can  replace  them,  and  I  fear  will  oblige  me 
eventually  to  give  them  up. 

It  certainly  would  give  me  great  pJeasure  to  be  instrumental  in  the 
gratification  of  your  wishes  as  to  the  regiment  of  Cavalry ;  and  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  effect  that  object,  which  can  be  done  with 
the  least  prospect  of  success.  I  have  already  adopted  the  Measure  which 
appears  to  me  the  most  likely  to  succeed,  but  I  cannot  for  certain  reasons, 
acquaint  you  with  it,  until  the  issue  shall  be  known.  From  what  quarter 
Mayor  Backus'  recommendations  proceed  I  am  ignorant,  but  I  under- 
stand he  is  considered  at  Washington  as  an  able  officer.  Has  he  ever 
been  in  Service?  I  do  not  believe  you  will  be  gratified  in  aeeiog  me  in 
the  Situation  you  wish,  there  are  many  Circumstances  which  will  operate 
as  a  Bar  to  it.  If  I  mistake  not,  au  arrangement  is  about  to  take  place, 
whioh  is  not  suspected  by  many,  and  which  will  leave  little  room  for 
those  who  are  not  already  in  Employment.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  com- 
ply with  our  Engagement  of  paying  a  Visit  this  winter  to  our  friends  in 
Albany.  We  have  with  us  our  two  eldest  Boys,  whose  education  employs 
all  our  time  and  furnishes  sufficient  inducements  for  us  to  stay  at  home. 
Our  friends  therefore  must  encuse  us,  and  accept  in  lieu  of  a  personal 
Attendance  our  best  respects,  with  which  are  united  our  best  Wish^  for 
the  happiness  of  you  and  yours.  Federal  Majorities  will  probably  be  ob- 
tained at  ne:it  election  in  Dutchess  &  Ulster,  all  due  to  De  Witt  Olinton. 
With  Sincerity  I  am  your  friend  and  Servt. 

Sol.  VaUjRensselaer,  Esq.,  Adjt.  General.  Morgan  Lewis. 

General  Van  Sensselaer  to  the  PiMie. 

••  Albany,  Tuesday,  March  28,  1809. 
"  My  recent  removal  from  the  honorable  office  of  Adjutant  General  of 
this  state,  constrains  me,  in  justice  to  myself,  my  family,  and  friends, 
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to  publish  a  concise  and  plain  Btatement  of  facts  :  After  having  been  for 
seTenteea  years  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  and  of  this 
state,  and,  sm  I  trust,  having  discharged  my  duty  with  fidelity,  it  has  been 
the  pleasure  of  his  Escellenoy  Grovemor  Tompkins  and  the  Council  of 
Appointment,  to  remove  me  from  office,  notnith standing  his  repeated 
declarations  of  unqualified  approhation  of  my  official  conduct.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  I  was  appointed  a  Cornet  in  the  squadron  of  cavalry 
in  the  army  commanded  by  Major  General  Anthony  Wayne.  Attwenty, 
I  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  troop.  In  the  action  of  20th  August, 
1794,  after  the  commanding  officer  of  that  corps  fell,  the  command  de- 
volved on  me.  How  I  acquitted  myself,  the  dispatches  from  Gen.  Wayne 
to  the  war  department  tear  ample  testimony,  ["  The  wounds  received  by 
Captain  Van  Rensselaer  of  the  dragoons  and  others  of  the  mounted  vol- 
unteers bear  honorable  testimony  of  their  bravery  and  conduct.  But 
whilst  I  pay  just  tribute  to  the  living,  I  mnst  not  neglect  the  gallant, 
dead,  among  whom  we  have  to  lameat  the  early  deatt  of  those  worthy 
and  brave  officers  Capt.  Kobert  Ms.  Campbell  of  the  dragoons  and  Lieut. 
Towels  of  the  Infantry  of  the  legion,  who  fell  in  the  first  charge."]  On 
that  occasion,  I  received  a  wound  through  my  lungs,  which  was  con- 
sidered, at  first,  by  the  surgeons  of  the  army,  to  be  mortal,  but  whioh  my 
youth  and  strong  constitution  surmounted.  When  the  conduct  of  France 
towards  this  country  made  it  necessary  for  the  general  government  to 
augment  the  army,  and  when  the  Father  of  his  country,  the  immortal 
Washington,  was  again  called  upon  to  place  himself  at  its  head,  he  sent 
for  me,  and,  in  the  presence  of  Generals  Hamilton  and  Pinckney,  ques- 
tioned me  about  the  state  of  my  wound,  and  soon  after  I  was  appointed  a 
Major  of  Cavalry.  When  the  army  was  reduced,  I  received,-  under  the 
administration  of  that  great  and  good  man  Governor  Jay,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Adjutant-General  of  the  militia  of  this  state.  When  Mr.  Jay 
was  succeeded  by  Governor  George  Clinton,  and  when  almost  every  fede- 
ralist was  swept  from  office  by  that  council,  of  which  DeWitt  Clinton,  and 
the  Honorable  Judge  Ambrose  Spencer  were  members,  I  was  left  undis- 
turbed. This  did  not  arise  from  any  solicitation  on  my  part,  but  from 
the  honorable  resistance  of  Governor  Clinton  against  my  removal,  who 
informed  me  that  a  petition  for  that  purpose  had  been  put  into  the  hands 
of  John  C.  Hogeboom,  then  a  member  of  the  council,  I  called  on  Mr. 
Hogeboom,  and  after  communicating  to  him  the  information  I  had  re- 
ceived, and  the  channel  through  which  it  came,  he  unhesitatingly  shewed 
me  the  petition.  The  charge  against  me  was,  the  heinous  crime  of  fede- 
ralism. I  am  thus  explicit  in  mentioning  names,  that  my  enemies  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  contradicting  my  statement,  if  it  is  incorrect. 
When  Governor  Clinton  retired  from  office,  be  recommended  me  in  strong 
terms  to  his  successor,  as  he  told  me  at  the  time,  and  which  Governor 
Lewis  afterwards  confirmed.  How  I  stood  with  tbe  latter  gentleman,  it 
18  unnecessary  ibr  me  to  slate.  I  have  only  to  regret,  that  his  honorable 
and  impartial  conduct  as  the  governor  of  the  state  and  not  of  a  party, 
was  one  cause  of  his  failing  of  a  re-election.  Ho  would  not  submit  to 
be  made  the  supple  tool  of  DeWitt  Clinton  and  Ambrose  Spencer,  and 
they  therefore  selected  his  successor  [Daniel  D.  Tompkins],  hoping  that 
he  would  be  a  fitter  instrument  to  promote  their  uuhaSlowed  ambition. 
How  far  that  hope  has  been  realized,  the  community  oan  determine. 
Last  winter,  when  it  was  notorious  that  there  were  many  applications  for 
my  office,  and  when  it  was  generally  supposed  that  my  removal  was  oer- 
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tain,  I  called  on  Governor  Tompkins,  to  know  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  council  to  remove  me,  and  I  informed  him  that  the  reason  of 
vay  inquiry  ^aa,  hccause  my  private  arrangements  depended  on  a, 
knowledge  of  that  fact.  His  reply  was,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  make  a 
change,  for  he  wa^  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  conduct,  and  had  expressed 
himself  so  to  some  of  my  friends ;  but  that  I  had  better  speak  to  some  of 
the  members  of  the  council.  My  answer  was,  that  I  had:  never  asked  any 
member  of  the  council  to  continue  me  in  of&ce,  and  that  I  ne  ver  mould  — 
that  if  he  did  not  wish  for  a  change,  the  council  had  do  right  to  inter- 
fere-:—that  the  business  of  my  office  was  not  with  (Aem,  but  with  him. 
He  then  observed,  that  if  that  unfortunate  affray  (meaning  my  suite 
against  three  cowardly  wretches)  was  settled,  there  would  be  no  diffloutty. 
My  reply  was,  that  if  my  continuance  in  office  depended  on  a  compromise 
of  these  suits,  it  would  be  better  to  remove  me  at  once,  for  that  T  was  de- 
termined to  bring  the  circumstance  of  that  affray  fairly  before  the 
public;  and  I  pressed  him  to  know  the  determination  of  the  Council. 
This  apph  cation  I  repeated  on  a  subsequent  day,  as  I  apprehended  my 
removal  might  lay  over  until  after  the  determination  of  the  suits  before 
mentioned.  He  told  me  that  if  I  requested  it,  he  would  urge  the  deci- 
aion  of  the  Council.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  I  called  on  him  again,  and 
he  then  informed  me,  that  the  Council  had  no  intention  of  removing  me 
at  their  then  session,  but  what  they  would  do  at  their  meeting  in  June, 
they  declined  saying.  I  mentioned  to  Governor  Tompkins  that  I  under- 
stood the  thing  perfectly,  and  that  under  such  circumstances,  I  should 
not  let  my  farm,  which  I  intended  to  do,  if  I  remained  in  office  He 
observed  in  answer,  '  I  don't  know  but  it  is  best.' 

"  On  Tuesday  of  last  week  I  called  on  the  Governor  upon  business ;  after 
finishing  it,  and  as  I  was  about  to  leave  the  room,  he  called  me  back,  and 
told  nie  that  my  removal  had  been  agitated  in  the  Council  the  day  before, 
that  he  had  put  it  off  until  he  could  see  me,  on  account  of  the  promise  he 
made  me  last  winter,  to  give  me  notice  whenever  such  an  event  was  re- 
solved upon ;  and  th;it  he  believed  it  would  now  be  accomplished,  as  a 
member  of  the  Council  had  pressed  it.  I  observed  to  the  Governor,  that  I 
was  much  obliged  to  him  for  his  information,  but  that  I  had  nothing  to  say 
on  the  aubjeot,  except  I  requested  of  him,  that  if  there  were  any  charges 
against  me,  he  would  give  roe  an  opportunity  of  meeting  and  repelling 
them  ;  to  which  he  answered,  that  there  were  no  charges  against  me,  and 
that  he  was  satisjied  that  none  could  be  brought  against  my  ojicial  conduct ; 
that  my  removal  would  be  on  account  of  my  politics  and  the  affray.  I 
have  now  a  word  or  two  to  say  about  a  trio  of  precious  spirits,  to  whose 
dastardly  malice  and  persecuting  villainy,  I  have,  in  all  probability,  fallen 


"  The  first  in  order,  as  in  the  attack  on  me,  is  John  Taylor,  a  grave 
Senator  of  this  state.  I  had  supposed  that  his  vindictive  spirit  had  been 
fully  glutted,  by  seeing  me  at  death's  door,  in  consequence  of  the  joint 
and  cowardly  attack  made  upon  me  by  himself  and  his  assassin-tike  asso- 
ciates, Bloodgood  and  Cooper,  in  the  ruin  of  my  health,  and,  perhaps  my 
future  prospects  in  life ;  and  that  he  would  not,  still  further  to  gratify  his 
malice,  have  connived  at,  and  encouraged  the  taking  of  bread  from  a  much 
injured  and  unoffending  family.  If  he  panted  to  revenge  to  a  still  more 
savage  extent  the  merited  chastisement  which  I  iufiicted  on  Mr,  Jenkins 
(and  of  which  the  same  John  Tayler  was  the  cause,  by  urging  and  advo- 
cating the  base  slander  against  me  which  produced  it,  and  which  he  knew 


•d  by  Google 


190  Legacy  op  Historical  Gleanings. 

at  the  time  to  be  false)  why  did  he  not  call  on  me  like  a  man  of  honor? 
I  had  hoped,  that  the  alarm  which  he  felt  during  my  hopeless  illness,  oc- 
casioned by  the  wounds  and  bruises  which  he  and  his  coadjutors  had  in- 
flicted upon  me  that  the  remorse  he  felt,  (if  he  is  capable  of  feeling)  for 
the  death  of  the  most  enlightened  citizen  of  this  state,  [&en.  Alesander 
Hamilton]  of  which  he,  aa  I  verily  believe,  was  the  occasion,  by  a  base 
disclosure  of  a  confidential  conversation,  would  have  secured  me  against 
the  further  efFecta  of  his  boundless  malignity. 

"  As  for  Francis  Bloodgood,  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  no  lan- 
guage is  strong  enough  to  express  my  abhorrence  of  him,  or  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  his  dark,  malignant,  cowardly,  assassin-like  villainy. 
His  very  looks  are  an  index  of  the  malignity  of  his  heart;  he  is  a  disgrace 
to  human  nature ;  and  I  derive  some  consolation  from  the  reflection,  that 
he  has  incurred  what  he  deserves,  the  detestation  of  every  liberal  and 
honorable  man. 

"  My  resentment  against  Charles  D.  Cooper,  is  not  great.  He  is  too  con- 
temptible to  excite  my  indignation.  From  this  humble  dependent  on 
Tayler's  bounty,  who  is  looking  with  anxious  eyes  for  the  period  when 
he  will  succeed  to  the  great^t  share  of  his  property,  little  else  than  what 
has  happened  could  be  expected. 

"  If  this  language  is  deemed  harsh  and  grating,  let  it  be  recollected,  that 
the  persons  to  whom  it  relates  cannot  be  justly  represented  in  any  other. 
It  is  not  in  my  nature  to  glory  over  a  fallen  and  disgraced  enemy.  I  can 
therefore  say  nothing  more  about  Mr.  Jenkins,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
than  that  I  equally  pity  and  dc,pu^  him.     ,  g^^_  ^^^  Renssbwer." 

"  In  one  respect  he  was  even  victorious,  for  he  challenged  his  opponents 
upon  an  issue  which  they  could  only  meet  by  evasion  and  artifice.  If 
either  of  the  political  parties  would  claim  no  more  for  themselves  than  they 
are  willing  to  give,  the  right  of  being  free  and  independent,  and  not  be 
enslaved  by  a  majority,  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  nation."  We  love 
to  study  the  letters  of  ancient  times  ;  we  see  men  and  things  at  their  full 
length,  and  we  generally  see  them  through  a  medium  which  is  less  partial, 
when  presented  in  history,  than  that  of  experience.  We  see  the  system 
of  politics  on  the  sure  and  false  foundations  and  human  nature  in  many 
garbs,  but  we  collect  general  principles  and  view  certain  rules  of  conduct 
with  an  unbiased  judgment, 

SoloTnoTi  Van  Benrnttam-  to  Williain  Simmons. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany,  January  28th,  1811. 

The  Attorney  of  the  United  S  tales  for  this  District  of  New  York, 
having  presented  an  account  against  me  for  money  due  to  the  United 
Suites,  it  becomes  necessary  that  I  should  know  what  balance,  if  any,  is 
found  against  me,  and  with  that  view  I  transmit  my  account  and  beg  you 
to  fill  up  the  blanks,  which  can  be  ascertained  from  the  Books  in  your 
office.  If  I  mistake  not,  in  that  Examination  it  will  be  found,  that  there 
is  pay,  forage  and  subsistence  due  me  as  Major  of  Cavalry,  besides  two 
months  Pay,  &c,,  allowed  by  Law  as  a  gratuity  to  the  disbanded  officers 
of  the  Army.  The  vouchers  for  the  expense  of  moving  my  Tvoop  from 
Fort  Washington  to  Knoxrille,  I  left  with  Col.  Hodgedeu  on  my  return 
from  the  latter  place  in  October,  1797. 

The  reason  why  I  did  not  settle  with  him  then  was,  that  the  army  papers 
for  that  year  had  not  come  on.     The  papers  marked  No.  1  &  2  are  copies 
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of  those  receipts,  taken  by  one  of  Lia  clerks,  duplicates  of  which  I  have 
in  my  possession  &  will  forward  them  if  necessarj,  whenever  a  private 
occasion  offers,  which  cannot  be  done  conveniently  by  the  mail,  as  well 
as  those  of  my  Expenditures  for  the  Becruiting  service,  agreeable  to 
Statement  No.  3.  I  regret  sinoerely  that  the  distance  is  too  great  for  me 
to  attend  in  person  to  this  business,  and  that  the  same  reason  has  pre- 
Tented  me  heretofore,  but  I  am  induced  to  believe  from  your  former 
friendly  conduct  and  the  Statement  of  my  accounts,  that  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  ID  strikiDg  the  Balance.  Aa  Mr.  Sanfordthe  District  Attorney 
is  now  here,  [Nathan  Sanford,]  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  a  convenient 
opportunity  of  settling  with  him,  I  must  beg  the  fevor  of  an  early  answer 
from  you.  I  am  very  Respectfully  your  Obt.  Sert., 

William  Simmons,  Esqr,  Sol.  Van  Eensselaer. 

Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  Washington. 
Hon.  John  P.  Fan.  NfS  to  Judge  Van  Ness 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  Feb.  16,  1811. 

Yours  of  the  28th  Ult.  accompanying  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Adjt. 
Genl,  Solomon  Van  Eensselaer  were  all  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Knicfcer- 
backer  [Herman  Knickerbacker]  some  days  ago  I  immediately  called 
on  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  with  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  an  investigation  &c.  He  proposed  that  the  papers  should  be  left  with 
him  for  a  few  days  for  examination  &c.  I  replied  that  as  the  case  appeared 
a  simple  one,  perhaps  we  might  conveniently  dispatch  it  immediately; 
but  being  informed,  by  him,  that  the  other  was  the  usual  course;  and 
that,  in  addition,  he  was  then  engaged  in  other  business,  I  left  him  in  pos- 
session of  the  papers,  under  a  promise  that  he  would  soon  communicate 
with  me.  He  appeared  friendly ;  and  at  the  same  time  expressed  a  regret 
that  Mr.  V.  R.  had  not  taken  the  advice  which  he  (the  Accountant)  had 
repeatedly  given  him  heretofore,  to  have  his  account  settled  &e.  A  few 
days  afterwards  the  papers  were  sent  by  him  to  my  house,  with  informa- 
tion referring  me  to  the  Controller's  office.  I  called  there  with  Mr. 
Knickerbacker  yesterday.  The  Controller  referred  them  back  again  to 
the  Accountants  office.  We  left  them  there.  Last  Evening  Mr.  Sim- 
mons informed  me  generally  that  he  had  examined  the  account  &c. ;  and 
that  if  he  received  the  papers  which  it  appeared  Mr.  V.  B.  has  in  his 
possession  (and  for  which  he  had  yesterday  written  to  him)  there 
would  be  a  mere  trifle,  say  20  or  830  only  due  from  him  instead 
of  the  present  stated  amount.  He  promises  me  to  pay  every  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  remind  him  of  it,  if  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary, I  think  the  business  in  a  good  train.  It  has  given  me  pleasure 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  co-operating  with  yourself  and  the  Adjutant 
General  in  endeavoring  to  arrange  satisfactorily  an  affair  which  if  not 
attended  to.  may  become  troublesome  and  injurious  to  him.  And  he 
assured  I  shall  attend  to  any  further  commands  you  may  favor  me  with, 
in  the  same  temper.  I  thank  you  kindly  for  the  offer  you  make  me,  which 
I  only  reciprocate. 

The  present  is  a  very  interesting  crisis  in  our  political  affairs,  and  it  is 
becoming  more  so,  as  the  Session  of  Congress  is  drawing  to  a  close.  The 
present  state  of  foreign  news  is  by  no  means  satisfactory  and  it  is  not  be- 
lieved that  our  government  has,  aa  yet,  sufficient  authentic  data  of  that 
kind  on  which  to  form  aw^  system  in  relation  to  foreign  affairs.  The  Idea 
of  an  extra  session  is  gaining  ground.     The  Bank  question  is  laboring 
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very  hard  in  the  Senate.  Its  fate  there  is  admitted,  on  all  tands,  to  be 
very  doubtful.  There  are  one  or  two  Mutes  in  that  house,  on  the  subject, 
whose  noses  (strange  as  it  may  seem)  cannot  be  found  by  the  calculators, 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  their  tongues.  UpOD  the  whole  taking  into 
view  both  houses,  the  advanced  period  of  the  session,  and  the  accumulated 
mass  of  business,  I  think  two  to  one,  against  the  Bant,  a  fair  calculation. 

I  had  no  idea  that  my  brother  [William  P.  Van  Ness]  had  the  Secre- 
tary's office  in  view,  if  indeed  he  had  any.  I  have  not  had  a  line  from 
him  since  he  left  New  York.  There  appears  to  be  a  dood  tide  again  in 
the  political  affairs  of  a  part  of  yonr  state  that  was  lately  ebbing ;  and  it 
seems,  the  Bark  drives  on  with  a  proi^erovs  gale.  Does  the  storm  lately 
gathered  in  the  Gity  of  N.  York,  menace  with  its  thunders  the  northern 
and  interior  parts  of  the  State  ?  By  all  accounts  Cornelias  [CorneliuB  P. 
Van  Ness]  is  very  successful  in  both  business  and  oonsequeuce  in  Ver- 
mont. It  gives  me  great  pleasure.  j%  Mrs.  V.  Neas  begs  to  be  kindly 
remembered  ioyour  Mrs.  V.  Ness.  Yours  very  sincerely, 

John  P.  Van  Ness. 

Hon.  Wm.  W.  Van  Ness  Esqr.,  State  of  New  York,  Albany. 

Gen.  Van  Nes&  to  Sol.  Van  Benssdaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  March  13,  1811. 

Yours  of  the  26th  Ult.,  reached  me  in  course.  I  viras  extremely  sorry 
to  hear  of  your  Indisposition  and  hope  by  this  time  you  are  restored. 
Your  account  of  the  War  Department  is,  as  Mr.  Simmons  informed  me  be 
would  advise  you,  finally  closed.  The  balance  against  you  $24  or  25. 
Simmons  sent  the  Account  up  to  the  Comptroller,  with  Whom  I  am  well 
acquaiuted,  and  with  whom  I  have  bad  two  or  three  conversations  relative 
to  your  business.  He  will  forward  to  the  District  Attorney  instructions 
conformable  to  your  wishes.  Were  the  case  my  own,  I  would,  a&  you 
doubtless  will,  immediately  pay  the  trifle  remaining  due.  I  believe  your 
wishes  have  been  fully  met  in  (he  wliole  arrangement.  I  am  estremely 
happy  to  have  had  it  in  mv  power  to  give  you  a  little  aid  in  this  business  ; 
bill,  Sir,  my  services  have  been  trifling,  as  the  case  required  no  more  ;  and 
fhe^  have  much  less  claim  to  the  polite  acknowledgments  you  are  so  good 
as  to  make  me,  than  my  good  toishea  have. 

Should  any  other  case  occur  in  which  I  can  serve  you,  be  assured  of 
my  disposition  to  do  so,  and  believe  me  with  consideration 

Your  obedt  &  hble  Servant, 

Adjt.  Genl.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer.  John  P.  Van  Ness. 

"John  P.  Van  Ness  was  a  cousin  of  the  noble  hearted  and  truly 
briUiant  William  W.  Van  Ness.  He  was  born  in  Claverack,in  the  county 
of  Columbia  in  the  year  1770,  and  died  at  the  city  of  Washington,  March, 
1846,  at  the  age  of  seventy-sis  years.  He  was  educated  at  Columbia 
College,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  studied  law  in  that  city,  in  the 
office  of  Bvookholdst  Livingston.  At  the  age  of  aboul  twenty-two  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Columbia  county, 

"  In  the  year  1801,  he  was  elected  to  congress  from  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Columbia  and  Rensselaer.  In  1802  he  was 
married  to  a  very  interesting,  accomplished  and  wealthy  lady  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  as  her  fortune  consisted  principally  of  real  estate  in 
that  city,  he  fixed  his  residence  there  until  his  death.  He  was  appointed 
by  President  Jefferson,  brigadier  general  of  the  militia  of  the  district  of 
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Columbia,  and  was  afterwards  promoted  by  President  MadisoQ  to  the  rank 
of  major  general,  whicli  office  he  held  for  many  years.  He  waa  for 
seyeral  auccesaive  years  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washiagton,  when 
he  declined  a  reelection.  Through  hia  inflaence  the  Bank  of  the  Metro- 
polis in  the  city  Waahington  was  established ;  he  was  the  firat  preaident 
of  that  institution,  and  remained  so  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

"  He  poaaesaed  a  high  order  of  talenta,  and  waa  a  man  of  great  personal 
influence.  For  the  last  forty  years  of  his  life  he  waa  extensively  known 
and  celebrated  for  his  liberality  and  hospitality,  many  of  the  churohea, 
and  the  temperance  hall  in  the  aity  of  Washington,  waa  erected  on 
grounds  given  by  him  for  that  purpoHe.  During  his  long  residence  in  that 
city  he  had  formed  numerous  aequaiutanoes.  Few  men  had  more  devoted 
friends,  and  his  death  was  greatly  deplored  by  the  people  of  the  American 
capita],  his  friends  and  his  country. 

"  The  Van  Neas  famUy,  viz  :  John  P.  Van  Ness,  William  P.  Van  Nesa, 
and  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness,  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  talented 
families  in  this  country,  and  are  sons  of  Peter  Van  Ness.  Willian  P. 
Van  Ness  was  the  second  to  Aaron  Burr  in  his  fatal  duel  with  General 
Hamilton.  He  was  a  man  of  transcendent  talents;  he  died  of  apoplexy 
in  New  York  on  September  6,  1826." 

Albany,  July  2,  1812,  Died.  "  This  morning  Brigadier  General  Peter 
Ganaevoort  of  the  United  States  Army,  after  a  very  distressing  illness  of 
several  montha,  aged  62  years,  11  mos.  16  days. 

General  Orders. 

Head  Quarters,  New  York,  July  6,  1812. 
The  General  announcea  to  the  troops  in  the  City  and  harbor  of  New 
York,  the  death  of  Brigadier  Genera!  Gansevoort  at  Albany  on  the  3d  instant. 
In  testimony  of  respect  to  the  defender  of  Fort  Schuyler  in  1777  of  an 
officer  of  intelligence,  bravery  and  distinguished  mUitary  merit  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  the  colors  will  be  hoiated  half  staff  high  for  the  day, 
and  the  officers  wear  the  uaual  badge  of  mourning  for  1  month. 

R.  H.  MacPherson,  Aid-iJe-Camp, 

Colonel  Peter  Ganaevoort  commanded  Fort  Stanwix  during  its  me- 
morable seige,  and  conducted  its  defense  with  a  vigor  and  success  which 
crowned  his  name  with  distinguished  honor,  and  for  which  he  received  a 
special  vote  of  thanks  from  congress.  In  1809,  he  received  the  commis- 
sion of  brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  a  man  of  noble  presence,  and  fearless  and  magnanimous  spirit; 
of  undaunted  courage,  and  inflexible  integrity.  His  public  life  was  with- 
out a  blot,  while  his  private  character  w£s  of  unimpeachable  morality,  and 
showed  distinctly  the  influence  of  Christian  principle.  General  Ganse- 
Toort  was  with  Gen,  Montgomery  in  hia  attack  on  Canada  in  1775,  in  one 
of  the  early  letters,  mention  is  made  of  his  illness  when  at  Isle  Aux  Noix. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Declaeatioh  of  Wae  in  1812. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  war,  in  1812,  by  the  TJnitciJ  States  againpt 
Great  Britain,  "Major  Gen  Henrv  Dearborn  had  in  Febrnary,  been 
placed  in  the  command  of  the  northern  fruntier,  with  views  to  the  inva- 
sion ot  Canada  Lake  Cbomplain  presented  the  great  military  highwaj 
to  the  centre  of  the  enemy  s  province,  and  the  American  Bettlementa  at 
the  foot  of  that  lake  were  remote  and  exposed  ,  the  general  therefore 
judiciously  determined  to  take  his  first  position  with  the  regular  recruita 
m  that  quarter  '  In  the  progress  of  the  campaign,  the  western  frontier 
of  the  stale  of  New  Yurk  was  in  danger,  and  in  delect  of  regular  troops, 
a  requisition  having  been  made  by  the  general  government,  for  a  body  of 
New  York  militia,  it  was  the  pleasure  of  Gov.  Tompkins  to  appoint 
Genkkai  Stephejs  Van  Eenbselaek  to  take  command  of  the  forces, 
which  abould  be  raised  for  the  delenae  of  the  northern  and  western  front- 
iers of  this  state,  in  answer  to  that  requisition. 

Gen.  Stephen  Van  llensselaer,  as  also  the  adjutant  general,  Colonel 
Solomon  Van  Eensselaer,  were  greatly  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  war, 
and  both  differed  in  politics  from  Governor  Tompkins,  General  Stephen 
Van  Eensselaer  and  Gov.  Tompkins  were  rival  candidates  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  state.  "When  General  Van  Rensselaer  was  selected  to  com- 
mand the  troops,  it  was  considered  by  every  one  as  rather  an  ambiguous 
compliment;  and  it  was  fully  supposed  that  under  existing  circumstances 
lie  would  refuse  it,  and  thus  injure  his  popnlarity,  but  for  once  the  inter- 
ested intriguers  were  baffled.  When  the  noble  man  saw  his  country  in 
danger,  with  true,  elevated  patriotism,  all  minor  considerations  were  im- 
mediately laid  aside,  and  he  promptly  responded  to  the  summons. 

At  the  solicitation  of  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  my  father  took 
a  position  on  his  staff  and  joined  the  army  for  the  frontier.  *'  That  officer 
entered  upon  his  command  on  the  13th  of  July,  1812,  having  done  me 
the  honor  to  request  my  services  as  his  aid.  I  was  anxious  to  serve  my 
country  in  the  contest  in  which  she  was  engaged,  and  I  did  not  hesitate, 
theielbre,  to  take  the  situation  thus  offered  me."  The  benefits  of  that 
war  have  not  yet  been  fully  realized  bat  are  beginning  to  be  seen.  It 
taught  the  world  whether  on  sea  or  land,  American  arms  were  invincible. 
The  bravery  displayed  in  that  war  commanded  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  the  world.  It  taught  England  that  the  country  whose  freedom  and 
free  institutions  were,  born  in  bloodj  would  not  shrink  from  baptizing 
them  in  the  same  element. 

■'  Government  asked  for  the  soldier's  blood,  it  was  freely  given.  It  told 
the  patriot  to  sever  all  the  domestic  ties,  he  cut  them  asunder  at  its  bid- 
ding. It  told  him  to  take  the  last  look  of  his  children,  and  away  to  the 
tented  field.  He  looked,  offered  one  prayer  for  their  safety,  and  turned 
bis  back  on  his  home.  Such  sacrifices  demand  consideration  and  remu- 
neration. Those  veterans  served  their  country  in  her  weakness,  she 
should  remember  them  in  her  strength  and  glory.  That  struggle  defended 
our  honor  at  home  and  gave  us  a  lustrous  name  abroad.     It  developed 
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the  prowess  of  Amerioaci  arms  as  a  whole  and  furnished  some  of  the  most 
striking  instances  of  iodividua!  bravery,  the  world  ever  siiw.  A  truly 
brilliant  catalogue  of  names  was  added  to  the  world's  list  of  heroes. 
Many  who  served  in  the  first  struggle  for  indepeadenoo,  cupped  the  climas 
of  their  glory  in  the  war  of  1812." 

Albany,  July  13,  1812,  General  Van  Rensselaer  and  suite  set  off  thia 
morning  for  Niagara,  where  a  large  body  of  troops  are  now  assembling, 
but  whether  for  offensive  or  defensive  measures  we  are  not  able  to  say. 
They  are  principally  volunteers  and  militia. 

Herkimer,  July  16.  On  Tuesday  last  Major  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  his 
aid  and  private  secretary  passed  through  this  village  on  their  way  to 
Niagara,  We  understand  he  is  to  take  oommand  of  all  the  forces  on  the, 
frontiers.  The  citizens  of  this  village  being  apprized  the  preceding  day 
of  his  approach  came  to  the  determination  of  escorting  him  into  town. 
Accordingly  about  twelve  o'clock  a  number  of  citizens  accompanied  by 
several  officers  of  merit,  formed  a  cavalcade  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
Myers  ae  raarshall  of  the  day,  and  moved  on  tiie  village  of  Little  Palls, 
where  they  were  joined  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  from  that  village 
who  were  desirous  of  showing  this  meritorious  officer  the  intended  tribute 
of  respect.  The  cavalcade  then  proceeded  about  three  miles  below  the 
Falls  where  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  was  received  by  them  in  a  most  cordial 
manner.  They  then  moved  back  to  the  Falls,  where  the  company  partook 
of  ane:soel!ent,ditiner  provided  in  a  sumptuous  manner  by  Major  Morgan. 
After  the  oloth  was  removed  a  number  of  appropriate  toasts  were  drank 
all  breathing  the  true  spirit  of  American  liberty,  that  spirit  which  ani- 
mated the  breasts  of  our  fore-fathers  in  the  glorious  struggle  of  seventy-six:. 

The  general  was  then  escorted  to  the  village  by  the  cavalcade,  who 
observed  the  utmost  regularity  where  he  was  received  with  expressions 
of  joy,  and  his  arrival  announced  by  a  i'ederal  salute  from  the  artillery. 

The  following  are  a  few  specimens  of  the  toasts  at  the  dinner.  By 
Gen.  Van  Rensselaer.  The  Citizens  of  Herkimer.  May  their  patriotism 
in  the  present  struggle  of  our  country,  equal  their  valor  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war. . 

Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer.  A  speedy  and  glorious  termination  of  the 
present  war. 

Mr.  Lovett.  The  example  of  our  fathers.  Trusting  in  God  they 
achieved  our  independence;  following  their  example,  we  may  preserve 
the  inheritance. 

After  a  short  tarry,  the  general  proceeded  on  his  way,  and  thenceforth 
his  name  was  identified  wifci  the  military  glory  of  his  country.  A  mere 
narration  of  facts  within  my  knowledge  would  not  he  sufficiently  interest- 
ing ;  something  might  be  written  of  lie  incidents  and  romance  of  history, 
as  connected  with  this  campaign,  calculated  both  to  instruct  and  amuse ; 
for  the  recorded  events  will  never  pass  into  oblivion,  though  they  have 
been  hut  summarily  despatched.  There  are  many  transactions,  many  ex- 
citing incidents  relating  to  the  war  of  1812,  which  are  more  than  fancy 
sketches,  yet  have  to  the  present  time  remained  unwritten.  There  were 
many  divisions  and  heart-burnings,  throaghout  the  political  masses, 
which  culminated  into  bitterness  of  feeling  and  alienation,  on  the  part  of 
the  initiated  few,  and  now  the  selection  of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  "  consider- 
ing the  adverse  state  of  his  political  relations  to  Governor  Tompkins,  was 
deemed  an  equivocal  act  on  the  part  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  New 
York.     Although  the  situation  of  Gea.  V.  R.  was  exceedingly  embarrass- 
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ing,  jet  he  had  one  on  h  ia  staff  vf  ho  had  signalized  himself  by  his  undaunted 
bravery." 

"  Hon,  John  Lovett,  of  facetious  memory,  was  a  lawyer,  a  man  of  genius, 
and  possessed  great  versatiUtj  of  talent.  He  frequently  wrote  fugitive 
pieces  of  poetrj  full  of  wit  and  keen  satire;  he  always  had  at  command  a 
great  variety  of  anecdotes,  ready  for  use,  whatever  might  he  the  subject  of 
conversation.  He  was  remarkably  pleasant,  and  his  sparkling  wit  and 
flashes  of  merriment  would  set  the  table  in  a  roar.  Althoiagh  possessed  of 
fine  talents,  he  never  relished  the  dry  study  of  law ;  skillful  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  cause  before  a  jury,  he  never  eseelled  in  the  argument  of  a  ques- 
tion of  law,  and  did  not  obtain  that  distinction  as  a  counselor,  which  was 
in  his  power,  by  applying  himself  more  closely  to  judicial  studies.  One 
of  the  errors  of  his  life  was  a  passion  for  change  of  employment,  not  often 
the  road  to  distinction  or  success. 

"  In  the  war  of  1812  he  accompanied  Generals  Stephen  and  Solomon 
Van  Eensselaer  to  Niagara,  as  seoretary  of  the  former,  and  honorably  ae- 
quited  himself  in  that  campaign.  When  invited  by  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer 
to  become  his  military  aid  and  secretary  Mr.  Lovett  said,  '  I  am  not  a 
soldier,'  the  answer,  '  It  is  not  your  sword,  but  your  pen  that  I  want,'  de- 
cided the  point.  He  afterwards  represented  the  county  of  Albany  in  con- 
gress with  much  reputation.  He  purchased  a  traot  of  land  on  the  Mau- 
mee,  and  commenced  a  settlement  which  he  named  Perrysburg,  in  honor 
of  the  gallant  hero  of  Lake  Erie.  He  died  of  the  prevailing  fever  of  the 
country  at  Fort  Meigs  in  Ohio,  in  August  1818  aged  fifty-two  years." 

The  following  letter  is  descriptive  of  the  journey  from  Albany. 

J  Ji    L     I       J    phAl       der 
My  d       S  0  d      b  irgh  July  20,  1812. 

If  fly    J,  th        h  w  t       mud    b  u  h  hills,  dales,  meadows, 

w  mp        nwhl  h       bk        dgtg     man's  ears  gnawed  off 

whm     [    t  dgUnpp       mk.        Si/       then  have  I  seen  service 

f     —         w    k      I  nlj    ntend  i  b  i       n  w  to  have  written  you, 

but  I  y  u  I  b  y  1  ttl    1  d  I  think  you  will  soon  be 

n    d    f  t     L       u  k     p    k  f       h  m    1  es.     It  was  about  11 

1    k  b  f       &        T  mpk       g  d         the  next  evening  we 

were  at  Utica,  havm^  fought  our  way  again  and  again  through  Cavalry, 
Artillery  &c.  The  hearty  and  cordial  respect  paid  to  our  General  every- 
where, is  really  pleasing.  As  we  approached  the  Little  Falls,  we  were 
met  by  a  grand  Troop,  Carriages  &c.  At  the  Inn  a  superb  Band  saluted 
the  General  and  played  delightfully,  while  a  very  large  company  sat  with 
U8  at  an  elegant  Dinner.  The  escort  proceeded  with  us  to  Herkimer ; 
then  a  Salute  was  fired  as  we  entered  the  Town,  and  a  thousand  compli- 
ments &c.  &c.  Before  we  got  to  Utica  the  street  was  thronged  with 
Patriots :  Genl.  Piatt's  Cards  for  Dinner  the  next  day  &c.  Poor  souls ; 
they  did  not  know  that  We  icere  all  Soldikrs  ! !  Utica  was  full  of  dread- 
ful News.  Sacketts  Harbor  was  blockaded.  The  Oneida  dismantled,  her 
Guns  landed,  and  much  more  of  the  same  sort ;  All  believed  it.  Our 
General,  therefore,  thought  it  his  duty  to  abandon  his  route  to  Niagara 
and  visit  Sacketis  Harbor :  so  away  we  flew,  and  found  all  we  bad  heard 
was  false.  Could  I  see  you,  I  might  talk  much  ;  but  I  shall  mriu  little 
of  Sacketts  Harbor.  There  are  about  200  Militia  at  the  harbor,  not  a 
word  of  them.  The  Oneida  was  there  still.  Woolsey  invited  our  General 
on  board,  the  yards  were  manned  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  three  cheers 
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from  a  truly  hearty  Crew,  then  "  Starboard,  Fire,"  "  Port,  Fire,"  "  Star- 
board, Fire,"  "  Port,  Fire,"  and  so  on,  about  as  fast  as  jou  will  read  it; 
until  all  was  blue.  Then  the  Crew  were  esercised  in  all  possible  shapes. 
Truly,  truly  in  style ;  but  this  another  time  for  I  see  I  shall  soon  be 
called  off.  Now  will  not  your  heart  ache  when  I  tell  you  that  this  Brig 
can  be  burnt  at  any  hour  the  British  choose  to  do  it.  They  have  tbe 
Bojal  George  of  superior  force,  the  Earl  Maria  14  Guns,  Prince  Regent 
10  or  12  Guns  and  one  more,  Duke  of  Gloucester.  Woolsey  is  trying  to 
mount  a  32  pounder  in  a  Schooner,  and  6-9  pounders  on  board  a  sloop  ; 
both  vessels  now  lying  in  the  harbor. 

Woolsey  is  also  with  the  asaiBtaDoe  of  the  Militia,  erecting  a  small  Bat- 
tery on  the  harbor  to  seoure,  if  possible,  the  retreat  of  the  Oneida  if  hard 
pressed  by  superior  force.  Can  you  conceive  how  important  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  St.  Lawrence  are  to  us  ?  if  so,  pray  answer  me  ;  Why  have  we 
not  10  Gun  Boats  there.  That  force,  at  present,  would  answer  us.  Sacfcett 
Adieu.  Sad  tidings  from  the  County  of  St  Lawrence ;  the  Inhabitants 
are  panic  struck,  and  flying  off  in  shoals?  To  quiet  them,  to  give  them 
confidence  and  constancy  to  keep  their  homes,  secure  their  crops,  &e.  &c. 
our  General  deemed  an  object  worthy  his  attention.  Therefore  down  we 
came  to  Watertown  and  on  to  this  place  about  80  miles  of  the  most  horrid 
road  I  ever  saw,  in  a  great  part  of  it,  two  miles  an  hour  is  quick  riding. 
The  Inhabitants  have  fled  like  foolish  children,  from  just  such  danger, 
and  no  greater,  as  our  General  was  in  all  day  yesterday.  Now  after  we 
have  put  all  right  here,  we  shall  return  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  if  no 
bones  are  broken,  we  shall  then  go  on  to  Oswego,  and  from  thence  to  Niag- 
ara, where  in  about  two  weeks  I  hope  to  lie  like  a  Soldier  on  my  own 
Blankets  free  from  the  infernal  bugs  which  have  already  gnawed  away 
ten  per  cent  of  my  whole  frame,  legs  inclusive.  When  I  get  encamped  I 
will  write  you ;  at  present  I  can  only  sketch. 

All  I  shall  here  say  of  my  General  is,  that  Albany  may  justly  be  proud 
that  she  has  sneh  a  citizen.  Solomon  was  born  for  war.  We  all  travel 
as  harmoniously  as  heart  can  wish ;  and  you  may  depend  on  it  we  have 
enough  to  do,  go  whore  we  will.  On  the  Frontiers,  our  General  is  hailed, 
almost  as  a  new  Washington.     *     *     * 

I  told  you  1  should  not  give  up  first,  I  told  yoii  true,  I  have  perfect 
health ;  and  as  much  activity  as  is  necessary ;  I  believe,  I  might  say,  as 
almost  any  man  of  my  age.  I  shall  say  a  word  of  this  place  after  I  have 
looked  about  a  little  ;  this  is  only  bringing  up  ray  journal  a  little.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  of  the  Warj  only  when  the  whole  truth  shall  be  told,  and 
understood,  heaven  and  earth  must  stand  amazed.  Write  me  the  news, 
and  direct  to  Niagara.  Heaven  only  knows  bow  or  when  I  shall  return. 
I  feel  perfectly  warranted  in  saying  that,  it  was  altogether  desirable  that 
I  should  come  along.  I  see  and  hear  many  things  and  shall  try  to  remem- 
ber some.  I  write  in  such  haste  that  I  fear  you  will  not  be  able  to  read. 
As  to  my  httle  Flock,  do  step  up  and  cheer  them  :  I  trnat  they  will  not 
suffer  for  any  thing.  My  Horse  is  just  what  I  expected,  and  he  who  trav- 
els with  me,  must  ride  a  good  horse  or  not  keep  up.  I  have  not  rubbed 
a  hair  off  him  in  all  this  heat  and  dreadful  rains.  22d.  I  have  looked 
much  abont  here  to  satisfy  me  that  Ogdensburgh  is  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ingly situated  places  in  the  world.  Fancy  could  hardly  mend  it,  and  the 
People  are  equal  to  the  place,  Driving,  Cards,  Tea  Parties  and  all  in  ele- 
gant style.  Glorious  times  for  Soldiers.  Good  night, 
To  Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  John  Lovett. 
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SoUymoii  Fisn.  SeTiMdiK/r  to  hia  Wife. 
My  dear  Harriet,  Ogdensburgh,  July  22,  1812. 

This  night  I  shall  be  engaged  in  a  most  desperate  enterprise,  to  board 
a  Britiab  armed  vessel  lying  in  the  St.  Lawrence  off  this  Harbor.  I  have 
only  Militia  to  accompany  me  on  thia  important  service ;  of  course  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  expose  myself  in  a  high  degree  as  an  example  to  them  to 
do  their  duty,  I  will  succeed  or  fall.  If  the  latter,  let  me  beg  of  you  to 
meet  the  event  with  fortitude,  and  do  not  unnecessarily  repine  at  my  loss. 
Kiss  Adeline,  Elizabeth,  Matilda  and  our  dear  little  Margaretta  for  me. 
Eensselaer  I  presume  is  before  this  at  school  in  Middletown,  Oonn.,  where 
the  Patroon  will  keep  him.  When  you  see  Rensselaer  give  him  a  kiss  for 
me,  and  tell  him  tp  be  a  good  boy,  and  attend  to  his  studies,  but  where  is 
our  dear  little  Van  Vechten?  in  Heaven  I  hope,  where  sooner  or  later  I 
trust  we  all  will  join  him.  I  have  written  to  the  Patroon  and  Abraham 
Van  Vechten  about  you  and  the  family,  and  likewise  about  my  back  pay, 
which  I  presume  can  be  got  for  you.  The  Cer  tificatea  of  the  Surgeons  of 
Wayne's  Army  are  to  be  found  among  my  papers,  and  they  will  attend  to 
them.  I  have  much  more  to  say  to  you,  but  time  is  pressing  hard  on 
me,  I  must  again  repeat  how  anxious  and  interested,  I  feel  on  your  and 
our  dear  little  ones'  account.  Give  them  an  affectionate  embrace  for  me, 
and  think  kindly  of  me  as  you  ever  did,  for  you  possess  my  warmest  affec- 
tions. I'orget  the  past  and  believe  me  to  be  your  affectionate  and  unalter- 
able friend  and  Husband.  Adieu. 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Mrs.  Harriot  Van  Rensselaer,  Mount  Hope,  Albany. 

(Ipoo  reaching  Ogdensburgh,  information  having  been  obtained  which 
induced  a  belief,  that  a  descent  was  meditated  upon  that  place,  temporary 
breastworks  of  cordwood,  &c.,  were  hastily  thrown  up,  and  two  old  guns 
mounted  to  repel  it.  The  belief  was  confirmed  while  the  work  was  in 
progress,  by  the  appearance  of  two  vessels  of  war  which  sailed  out  of  the 
lake  and  came  to  at  the  wharf  opposite  the  village.  It  was  supposed  that 
suoh  palpable  indications  of  being  greeted  with  a  warm  reception,  were 
the  reasons  why  the  intention  was  abandoned.  The  sight  of  these  vessels 
ao  near  him  was  enough,  however,  to  excite  the  resolute  spirit  of  Colonel 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  he  forthwith  projected  a  handsome  enterprise,  (which 
failed  through  the  want  of  a  few  regular  troops,)  against  an  armed  vessel 
of  the  enemy,  which  lay  along  side  a  wharf  adjoining  the  British  maga- 
zines at  Prescott  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  tocsin  of  war  still  continues 
to  ring.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  proposed  with  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  to  ascend  the  St.  Lawrence  four  or  five  miles,  after  night,  cross  the 
river,  down  under  the  Canada  shore,  take  possession  of  the  buildings  and 
carry  the  ve^el,  boarding  her  by  land  and  water  at  the  same  time.  Vol- 
unteers from  the  militia,  turned  for  the  enterprise  at  evening  roll  call,  but 
at  midnight,  they  bad  changed  their  minds,  and  as  they  believed  there 
existed  no  competent  authority  to  order  them  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
state,  this  feasible  project  was  abandoned.  A  similar  ooeasion  never  again 
offered,  as  the  nest  morning  the  two  vessels  sailed  back  to  the  lake.  It 
was  subsequently  ascertained,  that  there  was  no  other  force  at  the  place 
to  contend  with,  but  the  crews  of  the  two  vessels. 
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Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  to  Gtyoernor  TompMns. 
Sir,  Ogdensburgh,  July  2Sd,  1812,  8  o'clock,  p.  M. 

On  receiving  information  that  Sackett's  Harbour  was  menaced  by  tba 
enemy,  I  deemed  it  expedient  that  General  Brown  should  repair  there  ; 
and  accordingly  he  departed  from  this  place  early  yesterday  morning. 
One  reason  lor  my  remaining  a  day  or  two  longer  at  this  post  was,  to 
await,  and  possibly  improve  the  Success  which  might  attend  a  projected 
attack  upon  a  ten-gun  Biitish  schooner  which  has  for  several  days  been 
lying  at  the  deck  in  Preacott,  opposite  to  this  place.  The  proposed  attack 
was  concerted  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Col.  Van  Eensselaer,  and  Col.  Benedict 
who  eotnniands  at  this  post  te  W  tons.      The 

board ing-boats  were  ready  a  tack  was  to 

have  been  wade  by  land  and  h    m  B     when  every 

thing  was  prepared  in    su  to        m  m  success,  it  ' 

was  discovered  with  infinite    h  m       fi  nly  iixty-nx 

men  would  volunteer  for  t         ry  1  y  no  meana 

competent,  Ools.  Van  Kenss  E  rtainly  have 

led  the  men  to  action  with         m  m  avery,  were 

compelled  to  abandon   an  e  h  d  upon  the 

result  of  which  might  hav        p  mm  f  the  Lake 

This  promising  project  h        g  g  further  of 

consequence  appeared  to  dem        m  on  the  eve 

of  my  departure  at  five  o'c  g    armed  ship 

was  discovered  coming  dow  n  shore,  on 

the  opposite  side  of  the  riv  ars  to  he  a 

'  '  .     Coneid  Is  p  ace.     It  is 

I  that  the  h  jeot  of  the 

enemy.     The  owners  of  th  hem,  or  re- 

move them  as  far  out  of  th  I 

are  busy  constructing  a  for  i 

gi'ound  for  the  purpose.  B 
have  only  two  six  pounders 
Intely  necessary  that  I  sho 
competent  calibre,  for  the  p 
your  answer  by  the  return  of  the 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Tompkins 

John  Loveft  to  Joseph  Alexander. 
Dear  Sir,  Ogdensburgh,  July  23,  1812. 

By  throwing  off  my  fiannel,  and  being  a  little  too  much  in  the  rain,  I 
caught  a  horrid  cold  which  laid  me  up  yesterday.  And  as  we  quit  here 
this  afternoon,  I  must  soon  close  my  wretched  scrawl.  We  have  hers 
say  four  hundred  troops,  well  armed,  pretty  well  disciplined.  Three  Field 
pieces,  a  little  a  munition,  no  works. 

Last  Saturday  a  ten  Gun  British  Schooner  came  down  from  the  narrows 
and  anchored  at  Preacott  opposite  this  place.  We  have  been  squinting, 
aud  squinting  again  and  again  at  her.  Last  evening  it  was  determined 
by  my  friend  Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  and  Col.  Benedict  to  attack 
her  at  3  o'clock  this  morning,  the  night  has  been  spout  in  activity;  ex- 
oelleut  Boats  aud  all  things  were  in  readiness  at  2  o'clock.     The  mea 


h                   mm 
P 

g        m 
h                 to 

The  troops 
on  the  best 
ia,  that  we 
,  it  is  abso- 

mm                                w       cannon  of 
y   pp                 m                   I  shall  wait 
express,  and  govern  myself  accordingly. 
I  have  the  honor,  &e., 
3.           Stephen  Van  Eensselaer. 
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were  paraded,  and  oat  of  four  huitdred,  all  clamorous  for  attack,  justsixt^- 
three  men  were  willing  to  go  !  Of  course,  at  dajlight,  the  expedition  was 
abandoned.  Never  did  I  see  a  man  more  mortified  and  disappointed  than 
is  Col.  Van  Rensselaer.  Never  did  any  man  see  a  soldier  more  eager  for 
attack.  I  am  now,  move  than  ever  before,  satisfied  of  the  awful  stuff  for 
battle  which  he  carries  in  his  pluck.  He  was  to  have  led  the  van,  and  I 
believe  be  would  willingly  have  given  a  Quit  Claim  to  all  he  possesses  in 
the  world,  could  he  have  but  persuaded  tbe  men  to  go  with  him  and  stick 
by  him.  I  may  hereafter  give  you  a  number  of  amusing  anecdotes  of  last 
night ;  yet  as  Thorn  was  present  with  us,  and  will  soon  be  with  you,  I 
refer  to  him.  One  word.  As  I  write  you  any  how,  you  are  never  to 
publish  anything  I  write  :  you  know  what  I  mean ;  the  facts  I  state  yoa 
may  publish  as  yon  please  when,  deemed  expedient,  but  now  this  single 
fact  of  the  Men's  refusing  to  volunteer,  if  published,  would  raise  a  bobbery. 

From  Sacketts  Harbor  we  learn  that  tbe  British  Squadron  loaked  ia 
there  a  day  or  two  ago,  gave  and  received  a  few  long  shots  and  retired. 
There  are  here  eight  or  tea  fins  Schooners,  which  if  armed,  would  give 
us  command  of  the  Lake  and  Uiver.     How  came  all  this  ? 

Although  no  blow  is  yet  struck  in  these  parts,  it  does  appear  to  me 
impossible  that  the  thing  can  coutioue  so  long  The  command  of  the 
water  is  everything:  the  British  ^  now  have  it;  but  I  think  there  will 
yet,  in  some  shape,  be  a  struggle  for  it;  there  must  be,  for  our  little  force 
must  be  subdued  or  inoreased, 

What  has  become  of  our  Salt  water  Fleet? 

Tell  my  good  wife,  I  have  not  another  moment  to  write,  that  I  am 
neither  homesick,  crop-sick,  war-siek,  nor  sick  of  my  Wife.  Toll  her 
also  that  we  are  in  point  blank  shot  of  Mr.  Honeywood.  When  you  are 
up  all  night,  and  the  devil  about  among  Boats  and  MiUtia,  you  will  write 
nearly  as  bad  as  I  do. 

With  one  foot  in  the  stirrup  and  good  pluck  for  Niagara. 
Good  bye  to  you. 

Mr,  Joseph  Alesander,  Albany.  John  Lovett. 

There  were  many  hardships  and  deprivations  to  be  encountered  in  the 
early  part  of  this,  as  in  every  campaign. 

On  one  occasion  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  accompanied  by  Colonel  Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer  and  Major  Lovett  were  traveling  on  horseback  on  a  tour 
of  inspection  "  along  tbe  frontier  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  learn  the  con- 
dition of  troops  and  the  means  of  offensive  or  defea.?ive  operations  aloog 
the  lake  and  St.  Lawrence.  Sending  our  horses  by  land,  we  took  two 
sailors,  a  sergeant  and  eight  soldiers  and  started  in  an  open  boat,  pre- 
pared to  £ght  a  little  and  run  a  good  deal,  and  escape  any  lurking  boats 
of  the  enemy.  Until  nearly  night  we  had  no  wind;  then  a  breeze  sprung 
up  and  increased  to  a  gale,  the  night  was  cold.  I  had  no  outer  garment 
but  my  flannel  night  gown,  God  bless  my  good  wife,  she  made  me 
bring  it.  We  all  were  chilly,  it  was  dark,  the  sea  ran  high  and  much  to 
our  vexation,  were  overtaken  by  a  severe  thunder  storm.  It  was  a  wild 
and  boisterous  night,  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents  and  the  lightning 
flashed  in  bright  sheets  of  light  from  the  heavy  thunder  clouds.  Our 
pilot  got  bewildered,  we  run  the  lord  knows  where,  but  we  struck  on  the 
rocks  near  the  month  of  little  Salmon  river  in  Mexico  bay,  the  guard 
hailed  us,  and  gave  us  directions  how  to  get  off,  we  did  soon  get  off  and 
were  glad  to  seek  shelter  in  a  deserted  house  from  which  its  frightened 
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inmates  had  previoiialy  fled,  leaving  only  a  table  ami  wash  beooh.  Being 
destitute  of  everything  necessary  for  their  comfort,  they  were  obliged  to 
go  supperless  to  bed.  It  was  half  paat  twelve  and  we  sought  needed  re- 
pose. We  placed  our  general  on  the  table  about  four  and  oue-half  feet  long, 
crooked  up  his  legs,  borrowed  a  thick  blanket  of  a  soldier  and  eorered  him 
up  quite  comfortably.  The  patience  with  which  this  man  endures  priva- 
tions as  well  as  hardships,  can  only  be  known  by  those  who  certify  the 
fact."  But  as  to  the  rest.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  got  two  boards  and  laid 
himself  down  in  his  great  coat,  while  poor  Major  Lovett  had  choice  of  a 
filthy  floor  or  the  large  Dutch  oven.  He  selected  the  latter  as  the  more 
desirable  couch  and  "  the  thought  struck  me  it  wouJd  he  my  safest  retreat 
from  the  vermin.  But  how  under  heaven  to  get  in  I  knew  not.  I  got  a 
wide  board,  placed  an  end  in  the  mouth  of  the  monstrous  oven,  laid  my- 
self on  the  board,  then  bade  the  sergeant  of  the  guard  raise  up  the  other 
end  and  push  me  into  the  oven,  in  I  went,  like  a  pig  on  wooden  shovel, 
yes,  and  there  I  staid  and  had  one  of  the  loveliest  night's  rest  of  my  life." 
Making  the  best  of  present  circumstances,  the  jocular  major,  during  the 
night,  hearing  from  their  conversation,  that  his  friends  were  sadly  tor- 
mented with  bats  and  vermin ;  boasted,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
others,  of  his  nice,  snug  chamber ;  and  early  in  the  morning  greeted 
them  with  the  vociferous  information,  that  he  never  slept  more  comforta- 
bly, "  such  a  lovely  night's  rest."  His  dubious,  but  amused  comrades, 
allowed  the  gallant  and  contented  major  to  rest  long  without  any  disturb- 
ance, in  his  so  styled  pleasant  quarters,  till  at  last,  endurance  was  unsup- 
portable,  and  he  was  very  glad  to  beg  them  to  draw  him  out.  "  I  am  still 
glad  I  came,  tho'  I  have  seen  some  pretty  tough  times,  we  all  are  about 
sis  and  one-half  hours  on  our  horses  amongst  the  most  infernal  set  of  fleas 
that  ever  graced  a  man's  ears.  I  find  the  war  is  considered,  in  this  part 
of  the  country  unpopular  and  indeed  intolerable." 

M<^<v  Lmett  to  Joseph  Aleteander. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Ogdensburgh  July  29,  1812. 

I  have  long  considered  it  a  ^ven  point  that  those  who  do  nothing,  are 
always  too  much  engaged  to  do  any  thing  else.  Now  this  is  veiy  nearly 
my  own  condition :  although  we  effect  nothing,  we  are  all  the  while  busy. 
Here  mupt  be  a  redoubt  thrown  up;  some  'i'enta  pitched  yonder;  this 
Schooner  hauled  this  way,  and  that,  that  way.  And  the  cursed  Flags  of 
Trwx  bother  our  souls  out.  Scarcely  a  day  passes,  but  some  scamp  gets  a 
canoe,  sticks  up  a  pole,  and  suoh  part  of  his  shirt  as  he  can  best  spare,  after 
having  washed  it  so  long  that  he  can  venture  his  soul  and  body  on  the 
chance  of  proving  It  white,  and  thus  rigged  away  he  comes  to  our  shore 
after  some  raft,  or  boat,  or  canoe,  or  in  plain  truth,  to  reconnoitre  us. 
Bub  our  General  has  a  bait  put  on  and  to  all  this  stuff.  Thus  and  thus 
passes  our  time :  stop,  though,  there  is  one  good  job  going  on :  An  old 
Kaval  who  has  been  somewhere  here  about  on  the  Grampian  Hills  ever 
since  the  year  1758,  told  our  Soldiers  where  lay  an  8  Gun  Vessel  sunk. 
At  it  the  poor  devils  went ;  several  days  ago  they  drew  up  one  good  large 
4  pounder,  last  night  they  grabbed  another :  we  have  strained  it  with  3 
heavy  charges  and  it  stands ;  this  day  the  Boys  say  they  shall  have  up 
two  more :  Thus,  Sir,  while  the  General  and  State  Governments  are  so 
infamously  neglecting  to  supply  this  place  with  Ordnance,  our  boys  are 
hoisting  old  French  Pieces  from  the  bottom  of  the  hay.  Now,  Sir,  I  will 
26 
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relate  to  you  a  little  expedition  which,  God  knows,  wae  hazardous  enough. 
At  Hamilton  Village,  twenty  miles  below  this,  we  have  a  tew  troops,  and 
the  British  are  throwing  up  some  works.  Our  G-eneral  had  an  inclination 
to  visit  that  place.  He  ordered  our  Horses  down  by  land  and  the  General, 
the  great  Mr.  Parish,  a  Mr.  Rainheart,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  and  myself, 
made  up  the  Passengers.  Three  Boatiuen  conducted  us.  Our  boat  was 
so  small,  that  several  gentlemen  were  alarmed  when  we  started  and  at- 
tempted to  have  us  called  back,  but  without  success.  We  went  on  very  well 
eight  miles ;  then  appeared  a  Kapid  which,  to  me,  looked  pokerish  enough, 
but  I  am  not  timid  on  water,  the  boatmen  run  into  the  very  worst  place, 
the  boat  plunged  bows  under.  Col.  Van  Kensselaer  was  with  me  in  the 
bow,  and  the  old  soldier,  who  fears  nothing  on  land,  admits  be  was  horridly 
seared  on  water.  Our  boatmen  turned  pale,  and  gave  up,  the  boat  wal- 
loping in  the  breakers;  we  shipped  such  quantities  of  water  that  the 
General  and  Mr.  Bainbeart  got  their  breeches  full.  Mr.  Parish  his  coat- 
pockets  full.  Col.  V.  R.  and  myself  our  boots  full.  My  pistols  were  afloat. 
People  saw  us  from  the  shore  and  gave  us  up,  for  without  another  boat, 
salvation  was  very  distant.  But  we  all  kept  steady,  and  that  saved  all : 
we  got  our  boat  ashore,  baled  out,  and  tried  it  again.  I  am  not  very  fond 
of  relating  hair-breadth  escapes,  but  I  am  to  tell  you  the  truth;  and  you 
may  be  assured  this  is  just  such  a  eerape  as  we  don't  mean  to  attempt 
again.  Wo  returned  here  last  evening,  I  do  not  recoUeot  where  my  war 
Barrative  left  off.  We  have  been  all  mortified,  almost  to  death,  by  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  against  the  Schooner.  Had  she  fallen,  the  Earl 
Maria  which  came  down  the  nest  day,  must  have  inevitably  followed  the 
example,  and  this  bobbing,  as  it  may  look  to  you,  would  have  led  to  the 
command  of  the  waters,  and  the  want  of  that  command  will  distress  us 
incalculably.  We  sent  up  to  Woolsej  to  concert  a  plan  for  attacking  both ; 
and  last  night  the  concert  began  to  be  matured;  and  now,  to  renew  our 
vexation,  while  I  am  writing,  both  the  Ship  and  the  Schooner  are  under 
way,  with  a  very  feeble  breeze,  going  up  the  River.  As  far  as  I  can 
learn  their  object  here  has  been  to  wait  for  arms  and  stores  from  Montreal. 

2  Brigades  of  Canada  Boats,  that  is  24  of  them  have  been  several  days 
below  this  coming  up,  each  boat  manned  a  small  Piece,  but  we  had 
pretty  much  determined  to  attack  them,  but  the  citizens  discouraged  the 
idea  for  fear  of  a  retaliating  Bombardment,  as  we  have  no  guns  for  the 
Ship  and  Schooner;  and  now  they  will  be  up  the  River  again.  As  long 
as  John  Bull  travels  by  water  and  the  rest  of  the  world  by  Zand,  he  will 
tucker  all  oat. 

I  have  seen  letters  from  Saekett's  Harbor,  giving  a  dreadful  account  of 
the  attack  there,  all  froth ;  barely  a  few  long  shots.  If  any  man  wants  to 
see  folij  triumphant,  let  him  come  here,  let  him  view  friends  by  friends 
stretched  for  hundreds  of  miles  on  th^e  two  shores,  all  loving  and  be- 
loved ;  all  desirous  of  harmony ;  all  wounded  by  being  coerced,  by  a  hand 
unseen,  to  cut  throats.  The  People  must  waien,  they  will  wake  from 
such  destructive  lethargy  and  stupor. 

The  Troops  here  are  very  steady,  respectful,  obedient,  healthy.  It  is 
certainly  a  great  compliment  to  the  morality  of  the  Country,  that  here  on 
the  lines,  among  a  collection  of  every  thing,  there  is  no  noise,  disturbance, 
bad  language  nor  uproar. 

Soldiers  without  pay  or  Blankets  as  dutiful  as  children.  What  might 
not  the  good  spirit  of  this  great  People  effect,  if  properly  directed.  His- 
tory while  recording  our  ftiHy,  will  dress  her  pages  in  mourning,  the 
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showers  of  Posterity's  tears  wiil  fall  in  vain  ;  for  the  sponge  of  time  can 
ne^er  wipe  this  blot  from  the  American  Name,  Wo  are  all.gettiug  thin 
as  shad,  and  brown  as  Indians  ;  well  we  may,  for,  we  are  seldom  in  bed 
more  than  five  out  of  twenty-four  hours,  but  we  are  hearty  and  treated 
with  the  highest  reapeot.  Thursday  Morning,  30lh  July,  I  intended  to 
Lave  written  more,  tint  Itat  night  our  Express  returned  from  Albany, 
without  any  answer,  and  as  we  have  done  all  that  can  be  done  here  with- 
out Ordnance,  we  must  leave  the  place  to  its  fate,  and  take  up  our  line  of 
march  to  day  for  Sackett's  Harhor,  Oswego  and  Niagara,  where  you  may 
again  hear  from  me,  and  let  me  hear  from  you,  particularly  as  to  the 
symptoms  of  awakening  among  the  People.  May  Almighty  God  rouse 
them,  for  this  War  is  the  Ominous  G-athering  of  folly  and  madness,  and 
BO  every  one  must  know  who  ooaies  in  sight  of  it. 

Tell  Sam.  MoElroy,  I  saw  the  old  gentleman  yesterday  well.  Comfort 
my  Wife.  Cheer  all  the  Bretliren  and  tell  Gilbert  Stewart  I  attend  church 
twice  a  day. 

You  have  seen  General  Hull's  Proclamation,  Matter  and  manner  all 
speak  our  lansruage.  I  am  not  timid,  but  my  friend,  my  faith  begins  to 
quiver.  The  People  must  rouse  quickly,  or  we  shall  inevi^bly  be  crushed. 
Yours  very  truly,  -r  -,  „,,„.™ 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  ^-  ^'>^^'^- 

Mo^or  Lmett  to  Joseph  AUxatider. 
My  dear  Friend,  Oswego  5th  August,  1812. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  written  you  a  long  letter  before  I  left  this; 
and  when  I  tell  you  the  plain,  honest  truth  why  I  have  not,  I  really  think 
jou  will  smile  and  eal!  it  Military  Pedantry.  I  was  on  parade,  by  the 
side  of  my  General,  from  3  in  the  afternoon  until  dark,  and  have  but  this 
moment  (9  at  night)  concluded  the  Division  Orders  to  Col.  Flemming 
who  commands  at  this  Post.  There  are  here,  525  as  fine  Militia  as  you 
couid  wish  to  see,  under  the  command  of  an  old  Bevolutionary  Veteran 
who  was  in  every  general  action  during  the  last  war.  The  whole  service 
is  to  him,  as  familiar  as  housekeeping. 

Fort  Oswego  is  really  deservedly  the  admiration  of  every  one.  The 
works,  which  were  once  of  the  very  first  character,  have  gone  greatly  to 
decay ;  but,  Hke  the  great  commanding  traits  of  a  handsome  woman,  they 
still  charm  the  beholder,  at  the  same  time  exciting  admiration  softened 
with  tender  sensations  of  regret,  that  any  thing  once  bo  perfect  should 
have  faded  with  years. 

The  site  of  this  fort  is  on  a  promontory  on  the  east  side  of  Oswego 
River ;  to  the  North  and  west  the  eye  cannot  command  the  sight  of 
land.  Here  the  Sun  seta  in  majesty;  bidding  adieu  to  earth,  he  sinks 
as  it  were,  in  the  western  main.  Without  visiting  these  regions  no  living 
mortal  can  conceive  the  majesty  with  which  nature  has  here  painted; 
every  stroke  speaks  the  mighty,  the  mighty  hand  of  Jehovah. 
"  Here  Nature  strikes  her  strangest,  boldest  lines, 
And  paints  broad  scenes  unknown  in  eastern  climes." 

J.  LOVETT. 

On  reaching  the  Niagara  frontier  towards  the  middle  of  August,  Gen- 
era)  Van  Rensselaer  found  his  troops  scattered  along  the  whole  line  of  the 
river,  and  exposed  to  be  cut  up  in  detail.  Having  inspected  his  ground, 
his  resolution  was  promptly  taken  to  concentrate  his  forces  at  Lewiston, 
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leaving  the  neceesary  guards  of  observation  at  different  points.  Orders 
to  that  effect  were  immediately  givea.  His  camp  ^as  formed,  and  the 
duties  of  discipline  and  instrnction  were  entered  upon,  without  delay, 
From  the  moment  of  his  assuming  the  command,  hia  position  was  one  of 
the  utmost  exposure  and  danger.  He  lay  within  sight  of  a  powerful  en- 
emy, separated  from  him  only  by  a  narrow  river,  for  the  crossing  of  whicli, 
that  enemy  possessed  every  facility.  He  had  a  line  of  thirty-six  miles  to 
guard  and  his  whole  force  was  considerably  less  than  one  thousand  men, 
on  the  first  day  of  September,  he  had  only  691  men  fit  for  duty,  many  of 
them  without  shoes,  and  all  of  them  clamorous  for  pay,  Of  ammunition, 
there  were  not  ten  rounds  per  man,  and  no  lead.  There  was  not  one  piece 
of  heavy  ordnance  in  the  whole  line,  and  there  were  no  artillerists  to  man 
the  few  light  pieces  which  we  possessed,  Add  to  this,  that  the  troops 
could  not  take  or  keep  the  field,  for  want  of  tents  and  covering;  that  the 
medical  department,  if  o  H  b       'd  '       t  all,  was  utterly  desti- 

tute of  everything  necess  y  f  tl  mf  t  f  th  siek  or  the  disabled ; 
and  that  there  was  amon  tl  m  th  t  t  w  nt  of  subordination,  to 
Bay  nothing  of  discipline,  wl  h  Iw  y  h  t  s  raw  militia ;  and  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  th  1  f  my 

The  condition  of  the  f  th      pp     t    t     k  of  the  river,  was  in 

contrast  with  ours  in  eve  y  p  t  I  Th  w  a  well  appointed,  and 
well  found  army,  under  th    In    t  t  d      pi    e,  and  commanded  by 

skillful  and  experienced    ffi  E      y  imp    ta  t  post,  from  Fort  Erie 

to  Fort  George,  was  in  a  d  f  b!  t  t  d  th  enemy  had  possessed 
himself  of  a  very  comma  d    g  p     t  th    heights  of  Queenstown, 

which  he  was  rendering         y  1  y  m  d  formidable.     He  had, 

moreover,  the  mastery  of  b    1  k  d  w       t  th  t  moment  industriously 

employed  in  using  that  ad       t       to  as    h       umbers,  and  add  to  his 

supplies  at  Niagara.  Expi  esses  had  been  sent  by  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer 
to  Albany,  to  represent  this  state  of  things,  and  to  urge  on  the  necessary 
supplies,  which  in  time  arrived  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  the  nearest  depot  on 
the  lake ;  but  as  the  rendeavous  of  the  army  was  now  established  between 
the  two  lakes,  on  the  Niagara  river,  owing  to  the  impossibilities  of  tran^ 
porting  those  indispensable  articles  by  land,  it  became  necessary  to  resort 
to  diplomacy,  in  order  to  secure  their  safe  passage  through  the  waters 
under  the  control  of  the  enemy.  Fortunately  an  opportunity  of  a  trial  of 
this  act  soon  occurred.  An  armistice  was  in  course  of  negotiation.  Major 
General  Dearborn  wrote  that,  "Our  government  had  received  despatches 
from  Englajid  of  a  conciliatory  nature;  to  the  proposition  on  the  part  of 
Sir  George  Provost,  for  a  mutual  cessation  of  hostilities  on  the  frontiers, 
he  would  comply  so  far,  as  to  agree  to  direct  the  respective  commanding 
officers,  to  confine  their  operations  to  defensive  measures  for  the  present," 

Cfen.  Van  Bengsdaer  to  Governor  TompMns. 
Sir,  Buffalo,  August  11th,  1812. 

I  have  to  advise  your  Escellency  that  I  arrived  here  last  evening,  and 
various  considerations  induced  me  to  adopt  measures  for  obtaining  the 
most  satisfactory  intbrmation  respecting  the  situation  of  General  Hull. 
Accordingly,  I  this  morning  sent  my  aid-de-oamp  to  Black  Bock,  having 
heard  that  Judge  Porter,  brother  of  the  Quarter  Master  General,  had  lately 
returned  from  Detroit.  Col.  Van  Bensselaer  has  returned,  having  had  a 
conference  with  the  Quarter  Master  General,  and  Judge  Porter.  The 
amount  of  information  obtained  is  substajitially  this.     That  Judge  Porter 
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left  Detroit,  on  the  29th  ult.,  General  Hull  was  entrenching  himself  op- 
posite to  Detroit ;  Port  Maiden  was  not  taken  as  has  heen  reported  ;  Gen- 
eral Hull's  force  was  eight  hundred.  At  Brown's  Town,  below  Detroit, 
are  fifteen  huadred  hostile  Indians,  Quarter  Master  General  Porter  has 
lately  sent  several  boats  with  provisions  for  General  Hull;  but  unfortu- 
nately, one  boat  has  heen  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  xinfavourabie  appre- 
hensions are  entertained  for  the  other  boats.  It  is  bore  generally  believed, 
that  detachments  of  troops  have  been  sent  from  Fort  George,  to  relieve 
Fort  Maiden;  the  number  remaining  behind,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain,  but  shall  endeavour  to  make  this  an  object  of  early  inquiry.  It 
is  said  that  the  enemy  abound  on  the  opposite  shore,  with  ordnance,  and 
every  munition  of  war.  We  are,  here,  as  indeed  at  ail  of  our  posts,  la- 
mentably deficient  in  ordnance.  The  situation  of  Ogdenshurgh,  and  the 
necessity  of  supplying  it  with  heavy  ordnance,  I  have  before  stated  to 
your  Excellency  in  my  letter  by  express  from  that  place.  Every  con- 
sideration connected  with  the  success  of  any  operations  in  this  quarter, 
urges  me  to  solicit  the  earliest  possible  supply  of  heavy  ordnance,  and 
gome  skillful  engineers,  and  artillerists.  Without  such  aid  and  supplies, 
I  can  hardly  conceive  how  it  will  be  possible  for  us  to  achieve  anything 
of  importance,  or  even  defend  our  posts  in  case  of  attacks  from  the  enemy. 
I  shall,  tomorrow,  proceed  on  to  Black  Rock  and  Lewiston,  and  make 
further  communications  of  every  incident  of  moment. 

I  have  spent  a  part  of  this  day  with  Eed  Jacket,  Corn  Planter,  and  a 
number  of  other  Indians  of  influence.  They  very  kindly  consider  me  as 
the  messenger  of  peace  and  friendship,  specially  delegated  by  your  excel- 
lency. Their  professions  are  unreservedly  friendly,  and  I  believe  sincere, 
I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn,  in  which 
he  speaks  of  Fort  Maiden  as  being  taken  :  I  have  given  him  such  inform- 
ation on  the' subject  as  I  have  here  obtained.     I  have  the  honour  &o 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Tompkins. 

Cornplanter,  the  venerable  Seneca  chief,  did  al!  in  his  power  to  keep 
his  race  neutral.  At  the  request  of  the  United  State  government,  he  in- 
duced their  influential  chiefs,  to  visit  the  Indians  on  the  Grand  river, 
talk  with  them  about  remaining  neutral  and  bring  back  an  answer.  The 
authorities  of  the  United  States  used  every  effort  in  their  power  to  keep 
the  Indians  from  the  contest  on  both  sides,  knowing  their  cruel  mode  of 
warfare,  and  resolved  not  to  employ  the  savages  in  the  war  unless  com- 
pelled to. 

Ma^or  Lovett  to  Joseph  Alexander. 
My  dear  Friend,  Niagara  Falls,  August  14,  1812. 

I  hope  I  may  never  cease  to  praise  God  for  his  bountiful  gift  of  that 
strange  kind  of  something  which  he  was  pleased,  in  mercy,  to  put  into  my 
composition  which  still  continues  to  sustain  me  in  cheerful  activity  when 
real  stout  men  are  willnig  to  sit  down  and  rest.  At  eight  this  morning  I 
mounted  my  horse,  and  I  have  been  on  his  back  or  my  legs  until  this 
min.ute  (nine  at  night)  except  at  dinner.  My  General  also,  you  may 
depend  is  no  oommon  man  to  endure  fatigue,  and  my  good  friend  the 
Colonel,  I  have  left  at  Lewiston,  seveil  miles  off.  Gen.  Hull  and  Howe 
Cuyler,  I  have  this  moment  parted  from,  and  they  say  they  are  much 
fatigued.  Now  here  I  sit  alone,  in  a  little  hut  twelve  by  fifteen  feet,  on 
the  top  of  the  falls,  so  near  that  I  can  ipit  in ;  half  deafened  by  that 
thorough-bass  groan  which  nature  in  some  aivfully  convulsive  moment 
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struck;  which  she  has  oontinned  for  agea  and  ages;  and  which  will  pro- 
bably continue  until  that  dreadful  moment  when  ahe  will  swell  it  a  note 
louder  and  espire.  Here  I  have  slept,  in  state  with  our  baggage,  on  the 
floor  for  two  nights ;  and  this  makes  the  third  and  last.  I  say  in  state, 
because  I  have  a  sentinel  the  outside  my  door,  and  a  Cask  of  Wine  the 
inside ;  but  I  can  have  no  intercourse  with  either  ;  for  etiquette  forbids 
the  former,  and  the  want  of  a  gimlet  the  latter  *  *  *  I  now  and  then 
get  a  peep  at  your  Papers,  and  the  most  abominable  lies  which  are  thrown 
out  are  producing  such  mischief,  that  I  willingly  rob  myself  of  sleep  to 
give  you  the  truth,  for  what  I  write  you  may  depend  on  as  fact.  I  wrote 
to  Van  Vechten  by  the  last  mail  the  situatioa  of  General  Hnll,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  he  is  not  in  a  very  eligible  situation.  General  Dearborn 
believes  Fort  Maldeo  is  taken,  he  writes  so,  but  it  is  twt  true.  Now  in 
justification  of  the  movements  of  our  General,  who  God  knows  would 
serve  his  Country  if  he  could  (I  made  a  little  sketch  of  the  country  &e. 
where  and  how  Hull  is  situated,  in  my  letter  to  Van  Vechten,  read  that 
and  yon  will  see  what  condition  we  are  in),  but  how  is  that  possible  in 
our  present  condition.  We  have  eleven  eannon  for  all  our  estenaive 
lines,  no  works  of  any  consequence,  except  old  Fort  Niagara,  and  that, 
though  once  a  master  piece,  is  all  going  to  decay.  From  Buffalo  to 
Niagara  both  inclusive  we  have  not  1000  Militia.  Capt.  Leonard,  of  the 
Garrison  at  Niagara  told  me  this  afternoon,  that  our  Regulars  are  360  and 
no  more  !  Wait  another  sentence,  although  Gea.  Van  Rensselaer  is  incea- 
Bantly  pressing  the  Commander-in-Chief  with  the  indispensabfe  necessity 
of  a  competent  supply  of  heavy  ordance  ;  for  Engineers ;  Artillerists ;  still 
a  noble  company  of  106  Artillerists,  at  Niag^a,  are  in  two  or  three  days 
to  take  up  their  line  of  march  for  Albany  1  This,  Capt.  Leonard  told  me 
this  day.  After  ail  that  you  have  heard,  you  will  not,  you  cannot  baheve 
me,  but  hear  me,  and  wait  uotil  the  next  mail  when  we  shall  send  the 
Commander-in-Chief  our  Inspection  R.etums  of  all  the  Posts.  Now  as  to 
the  enemy :  Although  they  ha^e  sent  off  large  detachments,  General 
Wadswortb,  who  commands  at  Lewiston  told  me  to  day,  1000  from 
Niagara  to  reinforce  Fort  Maiden,  yet  they  appear  to  be  awake  all  along 
the  lines,'yet  exceeding  civil,  and  still  with  ordnance,  of  every  description, 
and  ali  the  munitions  of  war  they  abound. 

Every  three  or  four  miles,  on  every  prominent  point  or  eminence, 
there  you  see  a  snug  Battery  thrown  up,  and  "  the  last  "  sauoy  arffuments 
ofEingi  poking  their  white  noses,  and  round  black  nostrils  right  up  in 
your  face,  ready  to  spit  fire,  ball  and  brimstone  in  your  very  teeth  if  you 
even  offer  to  tarn  Squatter  on  John  Bull's  laud.  Niagara,  on  the  British 
side,  or  as  it  is  called  sometimes,  New  Ark ;  I  mean  at  Lake  Ontario,  looks 
wicked  every  where.  It  is  a  charming,  fertile,  broad  village,  but  all  a 
camp,  fortified  at  every  point.  Capt.  Leonard  was  this  afternoon,  in  my 
presence,  asked  seriously,  for  his  professional  answer,  as  an  able,  gallant, 
and  experieueed  officer,  What  number  of  Troops  would  be  competent  to 
promise  success  in  an  attack  upon  Fort  George,  that  is,  their  main  work  ? 
I  heard  the  answer  "  Not  lesi  than  2,000  well  bisciplined  Teoops. 
Those  who  know  Leonard  will  believe,  for  they  must  respect  his  opinion. 
No  sooner  did  we  approaeh  with  our  cavalcade,  than  away  ran  espressos, 
on  the  opposite  shore  at  full  speed.  Here,  again  I  saw  onr  old  Friend, 
the  Earl  of  Maria.  While  we  were  reconnoitering  the  works,  the  Prince 
Regent  up  sails  and  stood  off  North.  Now  let  the  reasonable  part  of  the 
world  judge  why  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  cannot  aat. 
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To-morrow  I  take  our  Baggage  to  Lewiston,  where  we  shall  establish 
Head  Quarters.  Thank  my  Wife  for  her  Political  Epistle.  I  consider 
you  the  organ  of  communication  to  all  my  friends.  Thank  my  Wife  for 
the  Flannel  Night  Gown,  in  which  I  roll  myself  this  moment  and  tumhle 
on  the  floor,  to  rest.  Yours  ever  truly. 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  J.  Lovett. 

Jov/mal  of  file  Campaign  eontinued. 
Sunday,  August  16,  1812.  Head  Quarters  Lewiston. 

The  oftener  I  get  a  peep  at  your  Papers,  the  more  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
give  you  the  correct  history  of  every  ooourrenoe  which  can  possibly  be 
tortured  intfl  a  He;  but  as  I  must  of  necessity  write  in  great  haate,  steal- 
ing, as  it  were  the  time;  writing  on  mj  knee,  my  hat,  or  any  how,  you 
will  of  course  esease  10,(jOO  blunders;  but  Facts  yon  may  depend  on. 
My  last  to  you  I  closed  late  at  night  on  the  14th  at  the  Falls.  Yesterday 
morning  I  brought  our  Baggage  down  here.  And  now  for  a  little  scratch- 
ing sport,  which  I  relate  principally  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to 
meet  the  lye  should  any  fool,  or  scoundrel  manufacture  one,  out  of  what 
little  did  actually  take  place.  You  know  the  banks  of  this  outlet  con- 
tinue of  a  uniform  hight  from  the  falls  dowo  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  this  place,  on  the  high  bluffs  on  each  side  the  river  are  guards,  I  had 
but  just  arrived  yesterday  when  a  firing  of  Musketry  commenced  on  both 
sides  the  river  iCt  this  place. 

My  General  says,  I  was  the  first  man  on  my  horse  and  that  as  I  started 
he  called  to  me  three  or  four  times  to  come  back,  and  the  reason  he  very 
handsomely  assigned  was,  that  he  expected  I  was  going  to  run  away,  and 
that  he  should  never  see  me  again.  However,  Gen.  Wadsworth  and  Col, 
Van  Rensselaer  were  on  their  horses  aud  started  with  me.  We  run  our 
horses  up  such  horrid  rocky  precipices  as  I  never  saw  men  ride  before. 
The  firing  increased,  and  the  moment  we  darted  out  of  the  bushes  on  to  ' 
the  open  land,  a  soldier  catching  his  breath  ran  up  to  me  and  sung  out. 
"  G-eneral,  do  ride  down  into  that  hollow,  for  the  baits  fly  dreadfully 
here!"  It  was  partly  true;  they  did  fly  a  little  :  but  I  did  not  observe 
only  two  that  went  near  enough  to  make  me  grin.  Col,  V.  il.,  says  he 
heard  6  or  8,  about  near  enough.  We  pursued  on  a  little  further  and 
halted  on  our  horses,  inquiring  of  another  soldier  what  began  the  skir- 
mish, while  he  was  relating  his  story,  there  came  a  ball  pretty  near  us, 
and  had  I  been  shot  through,  I  could  not  have  helped  laughing  to  ae& 
the  poor  devil  run  behind  a  large  black  oak  tree;  draw  his  arms  close  to 
his  body,  catch  his  breath  and  grin !  You  may  depend  on  it  there  is 
something  perfectly  indescribable  in  the  face  of  a  clown  who  expects  at 
every  breath  a  ball  through  his  back. 

Gen.  Wadsworth  was  extremely  cautious  to  keep  his  breast  towards  the 
balls,  saying  he  "  hadnonotion  that  a  Wadsworth  should  he  shot  fhrouifh 
the  back  1  However,  after  sis  or  eight  minutes  the  firing  ceased  on  both 
sides,  the  guards  were  small  and  I  do  not  believe  there  were  more  than 
100  muskets  discharged  on  both  sides,  but  those  were  4  to  one  by  tha 
enemy.  So  we  galloped  all  back  again  by  another  route  amidst  the 
plaudits  of  our  clever  fellows,  and  no  one  more  gratified  with  the  little 
prompt  zea!  shown,  than  our  Commander,  Now  this  exactly  nothing  may, 
by  some  fool  be  conjured  up  as  to  another  Sackett's  Harbor  Battle,  lu 
the  afternoon  over  came  a  Flag  from  Lieut,  Col.  Myers  of  the  70  Regt. 
Commanding  Fort  George  with  a  letter  demanding  the  reason  why  his 
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guarclB  had  been  fired  on.  And  I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  answering 
his  letter,  to  say  that  2  men  appeared  near  the  American  shore  under 
suspicious  circumstances,  they  baited  the  opposite  shore,  and  soon  a  Boat 
appeared,  presumed  to  be  for  the  object  of  transporting  the  two  men  over; 
and  she  was  therefore  fired  upon  and  the  fire  returned.  Ool.  Van  Rensse- 
laer decorated  with  all  the  pomp  of  war,  as  the  best  sample  we  could  give 
Canada,  baa  just  been  over  with  the  letter  and  returned,  that's  all.  Now 
one  civil  question,  and  your  answer  t«  it  if  you  please.  Did  you  ever 
expect  to  see  me  encamped  on  the  Field  of  Mars,  in  my  own  Horseman's 
Tent,  with  my  board  slaw-bunk,  2  blanketi,  1  trunk,  a  brace  of  Pistols,  my 
valise  stuffed  with  hay  for  a  pillow,  a  large  tin  box  at  my  feet  and  12 
round  of  cartridges  for  my  pistols  ?  Just  so  is  the  fact.  Col.  V.  K.,  is 
ou  my  right  and  the  2  black  boys  directly  in  our  rear,  and  to-raorrow  we 
rear  the  general's  Marquee  in  the  centre.  1  am  hearty,  eat  my  allowance, 
do  my  duty,  am  first  up,  and  last  in  bed.  I  am  happy  and  respeot  myself, 
but  the  Lord  only  knows  what  will  become  of  home.  I  have  not  received 
a  cent  from  any  quarter.  The  General  is  now  going  to  concentrate  all 
our  forces  at  this  place,  and  order  in  more.  We  must  soon  bear  from 
Hull  and  Albany,  and  affairs  will  by  and  by  assume  some  further  cha- 
racter. Everytbing  is  so  uncertain  that  I  can  say  but  little.  One  thing 
I  can  with  great  truth  say  ;  nothing  but  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer's 
having  the  command  of  this  campaign  could  have  saved  the  service  from 
confusion ;  the  State  from  disgrace,  and  the  cause  from  perdition ;  and 
nothing  could  have  been  more  fortunate  for  the  General  than  the  man  ha 
has  at  his  elbow,  for  Solomon  in  fact  and  trutli  does  know  everything 
which  appert-ains  to  the  economy  of  a  camp  —  Stop  : —  Away  we  must  all 
march,  at  beat  of  drum,  and  hear  an  old  Irish  clergyman  preach  to  us, 
Amen.     I  have  become  a  perfect  machine;  go  just  where  I'm  ordered. 

9,  at  night.  HuBaa !  Huzza  I  and  tantivy  I  we  have  been  all  day  making 
out  and  dispatchiog  orders  to  Oswego  for  a  Rific  Battalion ;  Cayuga  for  a 
Troop  of  Horse ;  to  Ontario  for  Bloom's  Regiment  &c.  and  now,  since  dark, 
comes  a  memorandum  from  Gapt.  Dos,  at  Albany,  of  the  road  full  of  Troops, 
Flying  Artillery,  Infantry  &c.  and  all  the  Uniformed  Companies  in  the 
State  !  I !  An  express  from  the  Governor  General  of  Canada  to  Gen.  Dear- 
born proposing  an  Armistice  ! ! !!  Very  well :  I've  got  my  Tent,  and  no 
one  but  a  better  fellow  than  mysejf  shall  oust  me.  I  have,  also,  just  got 
lib.  of  Caudles ;  stuck  up  one  of  them  in  a  little  3  cornered  kind  of  a  pig- 
yoke  and  begin  to  feel  proud.  The  old  Preacher  to  day  gave  us  the  whole 
history  of  David's  battle  with  Goliath,  under  what  zeal  he  pushed  across 
the  river  to  Goliah,  and  told  us  we  should  bring  his  marrow-bones  to  the 
ground  if  we  only  had  faith.  We  believe  he  was  right,  but  at  the  same 
time,  we  should  like  some  ordnance  heavier  than  6  Pounders,  otherwise 
we  shall  hardly  be  able  to  knock  off  Goliah's  armor.  Monday  Aug.  17th, 
S  P.M.  Mr.  Dickson,  a  gentleman  of  respectability  from  Queenstown,  op- 
posite this,  is  this  moment  over  with  a  Flag  of  Truce,  We  asked  him  the 
News  on  the  Canada  shore  ?  He  says,  that  all  the  Re-inforcements  going 
from  Ohio  to  General  Hull  are  cut  off  and  destroyed  by  the  Indians  from 
Browns  Town.  Since  writing  the  above,  Peter  B.  Porter  tells  me  that 
from  information  he  before  possessed,  he  has  no  doubt  of  the  fact  stated 
by  Mr.  Dickson.  You  have  seen  me  tart,  seen  me  sweet,  so  I  am  now. 
Not  a  moment  has  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  or  myself  been  off  our  legs  sinoe 
5  o'clock  this  morning.  Om  Troop  are  all  in  motion  concentrating,  there 
is  everything  to  do. 


db,Google 


Legacy  of  Historical  Glbahihgs.  209 

See  tlat  my  Wife  and  childreD  do  not  droop.  It  was  right  for  me  to 
come,  and  I  oantiot  think  of  returning  until  somethimj  cornea  out  of  this 
scrape.     Let  Van  Veehteo  and  Woaterlo  know  how  and  where  we  are. 

Mr.  Joseph  Alesamier,  Albany.  J.  Lovett. 

On  the  night  of  the  17th  about  midnight,  I  heard  a  whoop  "  Officer  of  the 
Guard  I  Officer  of  the  Guard ! "  Out  I  ran  :  for  to  t«ll  the  candid  truth  I 
have  about  done  with  sleep.  Reyeille,  Tattoo,  "  who  comes  there  ?  "  "A 
friend."  "  Friend  advance  and  give  the  countersign,"  and  the  d — I  knows 
what  all,  has  hroke  up  all  the  little  regularity  I  ever  had.  I  am  a  perfect 
piece  of  machinery.  I  feel  no  more  like  John  Lovett  than  1  do  like  Gat. 
Van  Wie.  Well,  this  was  an  express  with  letters  from  Gen.  Dearborn  in- 
closing a  sort  of  throe  legged  armistice  between  some  sort  of  an  Adjutant 
General  in  behalf  of  the  guyernor  general  of  Canada  and  the  said  Gen, 
Dearborn.  Also  letters  to  Lt.  Col,  Myers  commanding  at  Port  George. 
In  the  morning  we  sent  down  to  Niagara,  seven  miles,  sent  a  flag  aoross 
with  the  letters  &c.  There  is  nothing  but  flag  after  flag,  letter  after 
letter.  Gen.  Brock  gone,  somewhere.  Lt.  Col.  Mjera  not  at  the  Fort, 
now,  and  Major  Gen.  Sheaffe,  formerly  of  Boston  (brother  of  Nancy 
Sheaffe,  tell  my  wife)  is  now  commanding  at  Fort  George.  Our  General 
often  has  to  act  when  responsibility  is  very  high,  we  can  rely  on  no 
cooncii  but  our  little  family:  in  what  shape  these  acts  may  come  up 
another  day,  I  know  not ;  for  this  reason,  if  I  live,  I  am  determined  th^ 
the  whys  and  wherefores  of  all  these  acts  shall  remain  on  record.  This  is 
work,  try  it  who  will.  From  four  in  the  morning  until  nine  or  ten  at 
night,  no  man  is  still.  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  was  a  militia  camp 
better  regulated. 

Those  who  only  know  Solomon  Van  Eenaselaer  in  civil  life,  know  but 
very  little  about  him.  He  is  all  formed  for  war;  the  whole  economy  of 
Camp  is  to  him  familiar  as  Pot-boiling.  The  weather  is  unfavorable, 
alternate  rains  and  sun  excessively  hot.  We  have  to  pay  great  attention 
to  the  health  of  the  men.  The  duty  of  our  Troops  is  really  severe  — about 
160  mount  guard  constantly,  but  no  grumbling.  The  General  is  indefati- 
gable with  them  all  the  while  among  the  men  and  is  growing  every  day 
more  and  more  the  favorite  of  the  whole  Camp.  Five  minutes  ago  we 
returned  through  the  lines,  a  man  had  fallen  in  a  &t:  the  General  looked 
and  felt  of  him  called  one  of  bis  Mess  to  go  directly  with  him  to  his  Mar- 
quee, and  by  him  sent  the  poor  soul  a  tumbler  of  Wine.  Encamping  in 
the  midst  of  the  soldiers,  and  being  every  hour  in  their  view  pleases  all. 
All  the  boata  which  Porter  has  sent  to  Gen.  Hull  are  undoubtedly  cut  oflf, 
I  do  not  see  how  Hull  can  get  out  but  he  may,  I  hope  so.  Freemen,  and 
brave  soldiers  are  sacrifices  too  precious  to  be  olfered  on  the  aitar  to  atone 
for  folly  and  rashness.  Great  God !  is  there  no  redeeming  angel  who 
can  rouse  the  People  before  it  is  too  late.  Must  all  that  our  Fathers  pur- 
chased with  their  heart's  blood,  and  bequeathed  with  their  dying  breath, 
go  for  nothing  but  the  very  smell  of  garlick  soup  which  is  pouring  on  our 
beads  to  scald  us  to  death.  I  care  not  a  rush  for  my  own  little  inconveni- 
ences, they  are  not  worth  mentioning.  But  0  for  a  voice  of  thunder  to 
rouse  my  sleeping  Countrymen,  Tell  my  Wife  I  love  her  like  a  true  soldier. 
Truly  your  friend,  J.  Lovett. 

An   armistice  had  been  concluded  between  Gen.  Dearborn  and  the 
governor  general  of  Canada,  and  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  saw  it  became  ae- 
27 


•d  by  Google 


210  Legacy  op  Historical  Gleanings. 

eessary  to  settle  with  the  connnanderof  the  British  forces  opposite  totbem, 
terms  of  anarrangementlbr  the  goyemnient  of  the  armies  on  Ihe  Niagara, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  armistice.  The  performance  of  this  duty 
was  assigned  to  Col.  Van  Eensselaer;  and  at  hia  suggestion  he  received 
the  authority  of  Gen,  Tan  Eensselaer  to  secnre  if  possible  the  waters  of 
Lake  Ontario  as  a  eomrnon  highway  for  the  purpose  of  transportation. 
"  The  following  clause,  proposed  and  insisted  on,  on  the  part  of  the  British 
general,  will  serve  to  sliow  how  wide  of  each  other  were  our  respective 
views  and  interests.  '  It  is  moreover  to  he  distinctly  understood,  that 
there  is  not  any  thing  in  the  foregoing  articles,  to  be  construed  into 
granting  facilities  for  the  forwarding  of  troops,  stores,  &o.,  which  did  not 
esist  before  the  declaration  of  the  armistice,  farther  than  they  are  to  pass 
unmolested  as  therein  provided,  in  the  mode  and  by  the  routes  assigned 
to  them  prior  to  the  cessation  of  hostilities.'  My  interview  with  Gen. 
Sheaffe,  on  this  mission,  was  one  full  of  interest.  As  was  anticipated, 
the  terms  proposed  by  me  were  met  not  only  with  objections,  but  at  first 
by  an  unequivocal  refusal  to  accede  to  them."  The  result  of  a  protracted 
discussion,  however,  was  an  agreement  which  confined  the  restrictions  to 
the  movements  of  troops,  stores,  &o.,  to  the  country  above  Fort  Erie,  and 
left  such  movements  elsewhere,  entirely  unshackled  and  free.  Before 
leaving  the  tent  of  General  Van  .Eensselaer,  my  father  observed  that, 
"  Our  situation  is  critical  and  embarrassing,  mmethivg  must  be  done,  we 
must  have  the  cannon  and  military  stores  from  Oswego,  I  shal!  make  a 
powerful  effort  to  procure  the  use  of  the  waters,  and  shall  take  such  ground 
as  will  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  recede.  If  I  do  not  succeed,  then 
Lovett  must  cross  over  and  carry  Gen.  Dearborn's  order  into  efiect." 
General  Van  Eensselaer  gave  his  cordial  consent ;  but  Major  Lovett  said, 
"  Van,  yon  may  as  well  give  that  up,  you  will  not  succeed."  His  answer 
was,  "  If  I  do  not,  it  will  not  be  my  fault,"  The  colonel  in  his  full 
military  dress,  mounted  his  charger,  for  the  British  head  quarters,  and 
with  the  flag  of  truce  crossed  the  river.  He  was  of  course  courteously 
received.  He  met  Gen,  Sheaffe  :  Col.  Myers  and  Major  Evans  of  the 
British  army  were  present  at  the  interview. 

To  the  proposition,  that  no  troops  should  move  from  that  district  to 
join  Gen.  Brock,  Gen.  Sheaffe  readily  agreed  ;  but  when  my  father  pro- 
posed to  him,  the  use  of  the  navigable  waters  as  a  public  highway  in 
common  with  themselves,  as  was  espeeted,  he  replied,  "  It  was  inadmissi- 
ble." Col.  Van  Rensselaer  insisted  upon  his  terms  which  were  unequivo- 
cally refused.  He  then  said  to  Gen.  Sheaffe,  "  There  can  be  no  armistice, 
our  negotiation  is  at  an  end.  General  Van  Rensselaer  will  take  the  re- 
sponsibility on  himself  to  prevent  your  detaching  troops  from  this  district." 
The  officers  all  rose  upon  their  Jeet,  General  bheafi^e  clapped  his  hand 
upon  the  hilt  of  his  sword,  and  in  an  hostile  attitude  said,  "  Sir,  you  lake 
high  ground. '"  The  colonel  rose  upon  his  feet,  and  put  himself  in  a  like 
position  and  replied,  "  I  do  sir,  and  will  maintain  it."  Then  addressing 
himself  decidedly  to  General  Sheaffe,  "  Tou  dare  not  detach  the  troops!" 
Not  another  word  was  uttered.  After  walking  the  room  for  a  few  mo- 
ments the  general  said,  "  Be  seated,  and  excuse  me."  He  then  with  bis 
two  aids  withdrew  to  an  adjoining  room.  Shortly  after  he  returned  and  said, 
"  Sir,  I'rom  amicable  considerations,  I  grant  you  the  use  of  the  waters," 
Here  the  interview  closed,  perhaps,  in  polite  enmity  I  Thus,  by  the  decided 
tone  and  judicious  management  of  Col,  V.  B,,  the  only  passage  to  all  the 
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wants  of  the  army  waa  opeaed  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  even  the 
commander  in  chief. 

Major  Samuel  8.  Forman  of  Syracuse  and  Jacob  Ten  Byck  of  Cazenovla 
were  in  the  camp  at  Lewiaton,  when  the  espress  arrived  from  UeQ.  Dear- 
born, with  the  intelligence  that  an  armistice  had  been  agreed  on  between 
him  and  Sir  George  Provost ;  it  caused  quite  an  cscitement. 

Major  Forman  wrote :  "  I  happened  to  be  on  a  visit  among  our  people. 
I  saw  your  gallant  father,  the  finest  looking  o£B,oer  I  ever  beheld,  mount 
his  Buchephalus  ;  then  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  fd!  court  costume, 
and  indeed,  he  made  a  most  martial  appearance  as  he  went  over  to  the 
British  side.  We  all  watched  for  his  return  with  the  greatest  anxiety ; 
and  when  at  length  he  came,  full  speed  on  his  way  to  head  quarters,  I 
met  him, 

"  He  courteously  made  short  halt.  I  hailed  him  with,  '  Well  colonel, 
what  success  1 '  His  reply  was,  laying  his  band  on  his  breast,  with  a 
happy  animated  espreasion,  '  To  my  heart's  content,  come  to  head  quarters, 
and  I  will  toll  you  all  about  it.'  Your  father  then  dispatched  raesaengera 
to  Sacketts  Harbor.  The  necessary  caanoa  and  war  implements  were 
put  on  board  of  bateaux,  and  sent  on  the  lake  and  landed  safely  at  the  four 
mile  oreek  from  Fort  Niagara,  thence  to  the  camp  ground  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  enemy.  What  a  saving  of  time  and  expense  to  the 
United  States  by  this  wise  and  judicious  management  ia  incalculable,  they 
coald  have  laid  waste  miles  of  our  country  and  returned  in  aafety  to  their 
own  dominion  !  1 1  This  most  extraordinary  manteuvre  and  ita  consequent, 
effected  by  the  youog  dri^oon  (the  result  of  atern  discipline  and  flrmneas 
acquired  on  "  the  dark  and  bloody  ground,")  was  not  intended  by  his 
political  enemies  to  be  known,  and  has  scarcely  ever,  even  at  this  late 
day,  now  sixty-two  years,  had  more  than  cursory  notice,  yet  his  services 
were  of  a  peculiarly  marked  character. 

Col.  Van.  Renssdaer  to  his  Wife. 
My  Dear  Harriot,  Lewiston,  Niagara,  Aug.  21,  1812. 

What  under  the  Heavens  is  the  reason  you  do  not  write  to  me,  I  have 
written  from  almost  every  place  I  have  been  at,  without  receiving  a  line 
from  you.  The  only  person  I  have  had  a  letter  from  is  Robert  which 
was  dated  at  Utiea,  but  which  gratified  me  much  as  I  beard  from  you,  and 
that  Rensselaer  waa  safe  with  Rev.  Mr.  Huntingdon.  Major  Forman  and 
Jacob  Ten  Eyck  reached  this  to-day,  the  latter  informed  me  he  had  seen 
you  about  a  fortnight  since  and  that  jou  were  all  well ;  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say  bow  happy  it  made  me.  I  had  only  one  moment  to  speak 
to  him  but  I  shall  see  him  when  I  have  finished  this  which  goes  by  the 
mail  this  evening.  When  they  reached  Camp  I  was  mounted  on  my 
horse  to  go  over  to  the  British  side  to  conclude  an  Armistice  in  which  X 
have  been  engaged  for  three  days  in  conformity  to  an  arrangement  made 
at  Albany  between  Gen.  Dearborn  and  the  British  Adjutant  General.  I 
have  succeeded  to  the  astonishment  and  admiration  of  all ;  and  until  we 
hear  from  below  we  are  at  peace  with  our  neighbors.  In  my  intercourse 
with  the  British  Officers  on  the  subject  of  the  armistice  and  from  other 
sources,  we  have  been  informed,  and  I  bave  no  doubt  of  the  correctness 
of  the  information,  of  an  action  fought  between  Gen.  Hull  and  the  British 
at  Detroit,  in  which  our  Troops  suffered  severely.  From  all  we  can  learn, 
he  has  either  been  taken,  or  compelled  to  re-cross  the  river;  but  in  my 
negotiations  with  Major  Gen.  Sheaffe,  Colonel  Myers  and  Major  Evans,  I 
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kept  up  sucli  a  hold  front  that  although  Gooeral  Dearborn's  Instructions 
were  confined  to  their  not  sending  re- in  for  cements  to  act  against  Evil, 
1  succeeded  in  getting  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  Rivers  and  Lakes. 
This  to  the  Army  and  the  Merchants  is  of  incalculable  value  lor  future 
operations;  and  this  was  effected  by  a  proper  disposition  of  our  small 
forces,  and  holding  out  to  them  moderate  but  strong  language.  The 
Troops  before  we  came  here,  were  scattered  along  the  frontiers,  we  have 
concentrated  them  and  are  now  getting  in  fine  order.  They  did  nothing 
before,  they  are  pleased  in  the  change,  hut  in  making  that  change  I  assure 
you  I  have  my  hands  full;  we.  have  now  eleven  Hundred  only  above 
Oswego,  instead  of  Toropkins's  five  thousand;  but  1500  more  are  on  the 
march.  I  am  everything  to  ail,  and  as  for  my  General,  he  is  much 
pleased  with  me.  The  Patroon  and  Lovett  are  well.  We  all  live  in  our 
tents,  are  up  at  thefiring  of  the  morning  gun  at  day  break.  It  is  getting 
too  dark  to  add  more,  take  good  care  of  yourself.  Kiss  the  children  for 
me.  God  bless  you  my  dear  Harriot.    Your  affectionate  Husband, 

Sol.  Yan  Bemsselaer. 
Mrs.  Solomon  Van  Kensselaer,  Mount  Hope. 

["  General  Brock  crossed  the  Detroit  river  on  the  9th  of  August,  with 
white  and  Indian  troops,  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  Detroit  and 
Hull's  army,  at  the  same  time  intimating  that,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal, 
the  savages  would  have  free  rein  in  the  exercise  of  their  bloody  method 
of  warfare.  Hull  was  cautious  and  humane.  An  intercepted  letter  as- 
sured him  that  a  large  force  of  Indians  might  be  expected  from  Mackinaw. 
This  letter  waa  written  at  Maiden,  as  if  from  a  British  agent,  and  bo  con- 
veyed as  to  fall  into  the  bands  of  Hull,  who  was  completely  deceived  by 
it.  Douhtiul  of  his  ability  to  sustain  a  siege  with  his  limited  supplies, 
and  desirous  of  saving  the  people  in  the  fort,  Hull  surrendered,  August 
16,  1812,  the  town,  garrison,  stores,  and  the  Michigan  territory,  into  the 
hands  of  the  British."] 

In  a  letter  written  by  Colonel  Van  Eensselaer  to  General  Wilkinson  in 
reference  to  the  difficulties  of  their  situation,  he  tells  of  the  negotiations 
with  General  Sheafl'e.  In  Gen.  Dearborn's  instructions  was  "  that  no  troops 
should  move  from  the  British  Niagara  district  to  aid  against  General 
Hull,  they  surrendered  to  me  this  important  point  &c.  &c.  This  armis- 
tice is  most  important  and  highly  favorable  to  us;  and  is  as  much  es- 
teemed as  we  could  desire  as  securing  advantages  to  our  slate  and  the 
country  at  large,  and  our  posterity  will  reap  the  benefit  of  our  judicious 
management  in  this  eifort."  The  importance  of  this  arrangement  has 
never  been  sufficiently  appreciated.  The  immediate  and  pressing  neces- 
sity for  this  step  on  our  part,  waa,  that  without  it,  the  ordnance  and 
supplies  intended  for  our  army,  having  been  collected  at  Oswego,  were 
not  likely  ever  to  reach  us;  the  roads  were  impassible,  especially  for 
heavy  cannon,  and  the  highway  of  the  lake  was  beset  by  a  triuropha.nt 
enemy.  As  soon  as  the  negotiation  was  successfully  completed,  an  ex- 
press was  despatched  to  Col.  Fenwick  at  Oswego,  to  move  on  with  his 
supplies  with  all  possible  expedition.  But  General  Van  Bensselaer  was 
enabled  to  use  this  advantage  for'  another  purpose,  of  great  importance  to 
the  service.  No  sooner  was  the  way  open,  than  an  express  was  sent  to 
Ogdensburgh  with  an  order  for  the  removal  of  nine  vessels  from  that  place 
to  Sackett's  Harbor.  To  this  movement  was  Commodore  Chauncey  in- 
debted for  the  ascendancy  which  he  for  a  time  was  enabled  to  maintain  on 
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the  lake,  and  without  which  the  subsequent  deaceut  at  Little  York  could 
not  have  been  attempted. 

Mo^or  OettercU  Tan  Beneselaer  to  Magor  Qenerai  Dearborn. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  August  21.  1812. 

Inclosed  I  transrait  you  a  copy  of  an  agreement,  this  day  entered  into 
between  Major  General  Sheaffe,  ooinmanding  Fort  George  and  Dependeu- 
ciea,  &c.,  &o.,  and  myself,  for  the  gorernment  of  the  forces  on  each  side 
the  line.  You  will  readily  perceive,  that  terms  more  favourable  than  those 
expected  in  your  letter,  have  been  obtained.  The  agreement  speaks  for 
itself.  The  rehef  of  General  Hull  was  a  primary  object.  General  Porter 
has  just  arrived  here ;  I  have  communicated  my  ideas  of  the  fair  construc- 
tion of  the  Agreement  and  be  will  act  immediately  for  relieving  General 
'     I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir,  with  great  Consideration,  &o., 

Major  General  Dearborn.  S.  Van  Rensselaee. 


CHAPTEE  X. 

Ceitical  Situation  op  the  United  States  Army. 
General  Orders. 
Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  August  22,  1812. 
It  is  painful  to  the  Major  General  to  find  that  some  part  of  the  troops 
are  so  regardless  of  their  duty  as  to  disobey  the  orders  issued  for  prevent- 
ing scattering  firing  in  and  about  the  camp.  This  dangerous  and  disgrace- 
ful practice  is  once  more,  and  for  the  last  time  prohibited.  If  anv  more 
of  the  line  (the  guards  and  sentinels  excepted)  shall,  after  this  discharge 
bis  fire-arms  without  orders,  be  will  be  instantly  confined ;  and  the  field 
and  company  officers  are  strictly  enjoined  to  enforce  this  order.  The 
Major  General  regrets  that  be  is  compelled  to  remind  the  officers  under 
bis  command  of  the  necessity  of  being  in  camp  at  night :  for  if  the^  will 
be  regardless  of  their  duty,  what  can  be  expected  of  their  mere  by  such  an 
example  ?  They  are,  in  future,  directed  to  be  at  night  in  their  tents,  un- 
less otherwise  ordered ;  and  in  perfect  readiness  at  any  moment,  to  com- 
mence or  repel  an  attack,  to  which  troops  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  are  at 
all  times  liable.  The  Officers  and  troops  meet  with  the  perfect  approbation 
of  the  Major  General,  for  their  alertness  in  parading  at  reveille  ;  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  companies,  which  were  not  this  morning  on  parade 
and  the  captain  of  one  company  not  in  camp.  But  let  bim  beware  for  the 
future ;  if  caution  and  remonstrance  will  avail  nothing,  i 
measures  will.  Tomorrow  being  the  Sabbath,  the  guards  will 
tbeir  pieces  until  Monday,  af^er  roll-call ;  and  this  regulation  will  I 
served  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer, 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaee,  Aid-de-Oamp. 
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General  Dearborn  to  Gen,  Van  Rensselaer. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Greenbuah,  Aug.  25,  1812. 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  please  to  have 
the  enclosed  letter  directed  to  the  Coramandiag  Officer  of  the  British 
forces  at  Fort  George,  at  Niagara,  conveyed  to  him  by  a  flan;  and  the 
letter  directed  to  Gen.  Hull,  you  will  please  to  have  forwarded  to  him  by 
espress,  with  as  great  despatch  as  practicable;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
four  days  after  the  letter  is  delivered  to  the  British  Commanding  Officer 
at  Port  George,  you  will  consider  the  temporary  conditional  agreement 
for  suspending  offensive  operations  between  the  forces  under  your  com- 
mand, and  the  British  forces  in  your  vicinity,  as  no  longer  binding  on 
either  side;  and  you  will  act'aceordingly;  and  you  will  make  every  eser- 
tion  in  your  power  for  annoying  the  enemy,  as  well  aa  to  guard  against 
any  attack  from  him.  Considerable  reinforcements  have  been  sent  on 
from  Montreal  to  strengthen  their  positions  in  Upper  Canada;  and  I  trast 

?oa  will  very  soon  receive  such  additional  force  from  this  State,  and  from 
'ennsjlvania,  as  will  enable  you  to  pass  into  Canada  with  safety  and 
effeot.  A  large  reinforcement  is  on  its  march  under  Brig.  Geo.  Dodge,  for 
Saoketts  Harbour  and  Ogdensburgh,  as  well  as  for  Plattsburgh.  I  have 
ordered  thirty  bateaux  to  Niagara,  and  an  equal  number  to  Sacketts  Har- 
bour, and  have  directed  the  building  of  proper  scows  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  ordnanoe.  If  the  enemy  should  have  detached  from  Fort  George, 
it  may  afford  you  an  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow.  J  have  the  honour,  &c, 
P.  S.  Sir,  it  will  he  advisable  to  wait  until  the  arrival  of  Lt.  Col.  Fen- 
wick  with  the  cannon,  and  stores  shall  be  rendered  certain,  within  four 
days,  before  you  send  the  enclosed  letter  to  Fort  George.  I  presume  he 
must  arrive  before  this  reaches  you ;  but  it  may  be  otherwise. 

(Signed)  H.  Dearborn. 

Major  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

M(^r  General  Van  Rensselaer  to  Maj&r  General  Sheaffe. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  August  25,  1812. 

I  have  learnt,  with  regret,  that  last  night  a  subaltern  officer  with  a  few 
soldiers  and  citizens,  contrary  to  my  orders,  passed  over  from  the  Ameri- 
can shore,  and  on  Buckhorn  Island,  surprised  and  brought  off  a  sergeant 
and  five  men,  with  a  boat.  Early  this  morning,  I  ordered  the  sergeant 
and  men  released,  and  the  boat  restored  to  them. 

I  have  the  honour,  &e. 
Major  General  Sheaffe,  Commanding,  &c.         S.  Van  Rensselaek. 

Major  General  Isaac  Brock  to  Major  Gen.  Van  Bensselaer. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters.  Fort  George,  25th  August,  1812. 

Major  General  Sheaffe  having  communicated  to  me  your  letter  of  this 
date,  addressed  to  him,  I  seize  upon  the  first  moment  to  express  my  thanks 
for  the  measures  you  have  adopted  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  mis- 
understanding which  might  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  unautho- 
rized act  of  one  of  your  subaltern  officers.  It  was  not  until  my  arrival  at 
Fort  Brie,  late  in  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant  that  I  learnt  that  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  had  been  agreed  upon,  between  General  Dearborn  and 
Sir  George  Provost;  and  I,  in  consequence,  despatched  early  yesterday 
morning,  an  express  to  Amherstburgh,  ordering  a  cessation  of  all  offensive 
operations  against  the  United  States,  in  that  quarter ;  and  likewise  to 
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exert  every  inflnence  io  restraining  the  Indians  from  committing  any  acts 
of  hostility. 

The  fortune  of  war  having  put  me  in  possession  of  Detroit  and  its  de- 
pendencies, a  small  garrison  has  been  ordered  to  occupy  the  Fort,  the  chief 
object  of  which  was  to  afford  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  Proclamation  which  I  issued  upoa 
this  occasion.  ■  I  have  the  honour,  &c,, 

Isaac  Brook. 

Major  Genera!  Van  Rensselaer,  commanding  Lewiston. 

Oeti.  Van  Bensselaer  to  Qerterid  Sea/rborn. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  26th  August,  1812. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  Proclataation,  which  I 
this  day  received  from  Major  General  Brock,  under  cover  of  his  letter  of 
this  date  to  me ;  a  copy  of  which  letter,  I  also  transmit  to  you.  My 
letter  to  Major  General  Sheaffe,  of  which  mention  is  made,  was  to  disavow 
an  imprudent  act  of  a  suball:«rn  officer,  who,  with  a  few  soldiers  and  citi- 
zens, passed  over,  since  the  Armistice,  to  Buckhorn  Island,  and  there 
surprised  a  sergeant  and  five  men,  of  the  enemy,  and  brought  them  off, 
together  with  their  boat,  which  men  I  ordered  to  be  immediately  released 
and  the  boat  restored. 

The  surrender  of  General  Hull's  army  escites  a  great  deal  of  alarm  io 
this  vicinity.  I  shall,  however,  as  far  as  in  mj  power,  check  and  keep  it 
under.  I  have  the  Honour,  &c. 

Major  General  Dearborn.  S.  Van  Eensselaeb. 

There  was  so  much  unpleasant  feeling  at  this  time,  that  political  con- 
troversy ran  very  high,  "Gen  Peter  B,  Porter  and  Gol.  Solomon  Van 
Eensselaer  had  suoh  a  bitter  dispute,  that  it  resulted  in  a  challenge  from 
Porter,  but  they  never  reached  the  dueling  ground  on  Grand  Island. 
General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  watched  them  closely  after  he  heard  of 
the  challenge,  and  was  prepared  to  arrest  them  both  when  they  should 
attempt  to  go  to  the  island."  The  difficulty  arose  from  an  infringement 
of  the  armistice  as  shows  by  the  above  letters. 

One  of  the  old  soldiers  under  Col.  Van  Kenaaelaer  writes :  "  I  witnessed 
the  untiring  exertions  of  this  gallant  officer  to  bring  the  militia  in  order 
for  military  operations,  and  never  was  there  so  great  a  change  as  was 
witnessed  with  astonishment  and  pleasure  by  all  of  us  in  so  short  a  time, 
by  the  measures  he  pursued.  The  camp  was  formed,  and  the  general 
orders  for  its  regulation  were  the  most  concise  and  military  I  ever  saw, 
OUT  duties  were  clearly  pointed  out  to  us,  while  his  amiable  and  decided 
deportment  made  it  a  pleasure  to  obey  him.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  troops  were  on  parade,  where  we  always  found  him,  directing  the  dis- 
cipline so  necessary  to  our  safety  and  honor;  wherever  his  services  were 
required,  there  he  would  be  found. 

"  The  sick  and  well  aoldiers  will  long  remember  his  exertions  to  make 
them  comfortable ;  indeed, no  one  but  "an  eye-witness  can  form  an  idea  of" 
the  order  and  regularity  of  the  camp  and  his  masterly  arrangements  along 
the  whole  line  of  the  Niagara.  The  general  orders  were  all  written  by 
him,  they  will  compare  with  any  orders  written  during  the  war. 

"The  want  of  cannon  and  military  stores  embarrassed  them  much. 
When  the  colonel  left  ua  to  go  over  the  river  about  the  armistice,  we  eould 
not  but  be  proud  of  his  handsome  looka  and  manly  bearing. 
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"  When  Hull's  army  was  marched  past  us,  there  were  insin  nations  that 
Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  would  do  the  like,  but  notwithstanding  all  the 
reports,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  kept  the  troops  every  day  at  close  drill  and 
field  duty,  he  was  constantly  among  them.  Some  of  the  suspected  officers 
discovered  that  his  eagle  eye  was  upon  them  ;  he  was  generally  feared  and 
loved;  and  it  was  owing  to  his  unflinching  firmness  that  there  was  not  a 
mutiny  in  camp,  and  that  the  militia  did  not  disband  themselves  and  go 
home,  as  was  the  case  after  he  was  wounded.  The  disastrous  fortune  of 
Hull,  together  with  several  other  reverses  to  our  arms,  up  to  this  time, 
had  a  very  dispiriting  efi'ect  upon  the  army  collected  at  Lewiston,  Beside 
this,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  were  persona  in  the  camp,  busily  en- 
gaged, either  from  political  or  selfish  motives,  exciting  this  discontent  and 
in  promulgating  doctrines  which  had  the  tendency  of  producing  conscien- 
tious scruples  among  the  men,  against  crossing  into  Canada. 

"  When  Gen.  Brock  with  all  the  force  he  could  draw  from  the  upper 
country  arrived,  he  intended  to  take  Fort  Niagara,  but  the  cannon  and 
military  stores  had  arrived  and  been  judiciously  diKposed  of,  we  showed  a 
bold  front,  and  no  attack  was  made.  Yet  their  difficulties  were  many,  for 
the  great  deficiency  of  all  the  necessary  munitions  for  war  curtailed  their 
movements.  There  were  about  fifty  or  sixty  Schenectady  boats  loaded 
with  heavy  cannon  and  stores  at  Oswego  not  wishing  to  enter  further  on 
the  lake  for  fear  of  the  British  ships  but  after  the  cessation  of  arms,  they 
all  passed  safely  on,  as  also  the  vessels  with  which  General  Dearborn  and 
the  lamented  Pike  made  the  attack  upon  York.  If  Gen.  John  Armstrong 
or  any  man  of  the  same  political  clique,  in  favor  with  the  government, 
had  commanded  at  Queenston,  he  would  have  been  promptly  and  pro- 
perly supplied  with  all  necessary  articles  for  use  and  defense,  but  with 
the  present  officer,  every  thing  had  been  curtailed.  The  agreement  re- 
garding the  armistice  and  use  of  the  waters  of  the  lake,  as  a  eommoo 
course,  was  signed  on  the  21st  of  August;  this  important  service  which 
was  only  gained  by  the  firmness  of  the  soldier's  friend,  gave  us  the  com- 
mand of  Lake  Ontario,  and  by  the  safe  arrival  of  the  cannon  and  military 
stores  enabled  us  to  maintain  our  position. 

"  It  was  supposed  that  Gen,  Hull  was  in  possession  of  Maiden,  when  the 
lamentable  news  arrived  of  Gen.  Hull's  treachery  and  the  capture  of  his 
army.  This  indeed  was  a  great  damper  to  the  United  States  troops,  and 
what  added  to  the  mortification,  on  the  25th,  of  the  same  month  General 
Brock  at  the  head  of  his  British  troops  had  been  seen ,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  us,  conducting  along  the  heights  of 
Queenston  Gen.  Hull  and  hia  American  army;  marohing  these  prisoners 
of  war  triumphantly  along  in  full  view  of  the  United  States  troops  laying 
at  Lewiston !! 

"  Never  did  I  see  such  vehement  excitement  and  distrust  on  the  part  of 
our  troops,  the  idea  spread  through  the  camp  that  Hull  had  sold  the  army. 
No  doubt  but  this  had  some  eflect  upon  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
declining  to  reinforce  their  brothers  in  the  battle  on  the  13th  of  October. 
"  After  the  disgraceful  fall  of  Detroit  and  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull,  there  were 
strong  symptoms  of  distrust  among  the  troops,  and  it  was  used  by  political 
leaders  as  a  fire-hrand  to  inflame  passions  and  undermine  the  influence  of 
General  Van  Uensselaer.  The  chaplain  frequently  noticed  such  reports 
in  his  sermons,  and  would  advise  them  not  to  fear,  and  pledged  his  life  to 
the  troops  that  tbey  wOuld  never  be  Bulled,  but  the  unfortunate  im- 
pression was  not  removed,  and  great  alarm  was  felt  by  the  inhabitants." 
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A  letter  received  frotn  Albany  stated  ;  "  I  must  tell  you  a  ridiculous  re- 
port in  circulation,  and  very  much  credited,  wlilch  Madame  Rumor  says, 
the  governor  has  propagated ;  he  having  seen  Mr.  Lovett  run  to  avoid 
meeting  his  excellency,  first  from  Lewis's  and  then  from  Gregory's,  which 
induces  many  to  believe  that  the  patroon  has  deserted  his  post  and  is  con- 
cealed safely  at  his  home,  and  yoa  here  with  us  I  Mr.  Van  Vechten  says : 
'it  is  no  joke,  I  am  frequently  asked  about  it!'  " 

From  the  first,  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  acted  on  the  certain  knowledge, 
that  it  was  expected  of  him  to  make  a  descent  upon  Canada  at  the  earliest 
possible  period.  He  knew  that  neither  the  government  nor  the  country 
was  prepared  to  he  satisfied  with  defensive  measures  only.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  the  first  glance  he  had  of  his  position,  after  he  reached  the 
frontier,  showed  him  at  once,  that  nothing  could  be  attempted,  at  least 
for  a  COD  aide  rable  period.  Indeed  hia  own  condition  was  critical  in  the 
extreme,  and  even  hia  ability  to  defend  himself  ia  case  of  attack,  was 
more  than  doubtful. 

Gen.  Dearborn,  the  commander  of  this  entire  district,  had  been  ordered 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  in  his  inatructiona  of  the  1st  of  August,  to  make 
a  diversion  in  favor  of  Gen.  Hull,  at  Niagara.  There  was  no  preparation 
to  do  anything  effectual  under  thia  order.  Before  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer 
reached  the  frontier,  Gen,  Brook  was  on  hia  way,  with  a  competent  force 
withdrawn  from  his  posts  on  the  Niagara,  to  meet  Gen.  Hull,  leaving  be- 
hind him,  however,  a  force  abundantly  sufficient,  with  the  reinforcements 
they  were  then  receiving,  for  the  protection  of  the  posts  he  had  left,  against 
any  attempt  which  could  have  been  made  on  them  on  our  part;  sufficient 
even  to  have  made  it  quite  possible  to  carry  the  war  to  the  American 
side  of  the  river,  with  every  prospect  of  advantage  and  success. 

During  the  month  which  succeeded  the  disgraceful  fall  of  Detroit  and 
surrender  of  Gen.  Hull,  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  army  were,  on 
the  whole,  bat  little  improved.  There  was,  in  nearly  all  this  time,  every 
reason  to  expect  an  attack.  Every  thing  indicated  great  activity  on  the 
British  side,  and  preparation  for  some  signal  blow.  In  the  condition  of 
Fort  Niagara,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  would  be  the  first  object.  It 
is  believed  that  an  attack  was  only  prevented  by  the  &koic  of  defenae  which 
was  set  up.  The  mesa  house  was  unroofed  and  mounted  with  cannon, 
and  a  battery  was  planted  on  the  bank  of  the  river  abore  the  fort,  while, 
in  case  of  a  hostile  attempt,  the  safety  of  the  troops  was  attempted  to  be 
provided  for,  by  a  new  road  cut  through  the  woods  at  a  distance  from  the 
river,  in  the  rear. 

"  The  general  calls  upon  the  troops  under  his  command  to  make  every 
effort  in  perfecting  that  discipline  on  which  they  must  rely  for  their  own 
safety  and  for  their  country's  honour,  in  that  crisis  which  may  be  fast 
approaching." 

Magor  General  Brocks  Prodamatimi, 
Proclamation  hy  Isaac  Broch,  Esq.,  Major  General  commanding  hia 
Majesty's  forces  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  &c.,  &o. 

Wh^eas  the  Territory  of  Michigan  was  this  day  by  capitulation  ceded 
to  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  without  any  other  condition  than  the 
protection  of  private  property  ;  and  wishing  to  give  an  early  proof  of  the 
moderation  and  justice  of  the  government,  I  do  hereby  announce  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  that  the  laws  heretofore  in  existence 
28 
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shall  continue  in  force  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  be  known  ;  or  so  long 
as  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  said  Territory  will  admit  thereof;  and  I  do 
hereby  also  declare  and  make  known  to  the  said  inhabitants,  that  they 
shall  be  protected  in  the  ful!  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  their  religion  :  of 
which  all  persons,  both  civil  and  military  will  take  notice,  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly.  All  persons  having  in  their  possession,  or  hav- 
ing knowledge  of  any  public  property,  shall  forthwith  deliver  in  the 
same,  or  give  notice  thereof  to  the  officer  commanding,  or  Lt.  Col.  Nicbol, 
who  are  hereby  authorized  to  receive  and  give  proper  receipts  for  the 
same.  Officers  of  militia  will  he  held  responaibie  that  all  arms  in  posses- 
sion of  militia  men,  be  immediately  delivered  up;  and  all  individuals 
whatever,  who  have  in  their  possession  arms  of  any  kind,  will  deliver  them 
up  without  delay. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Detroit,  this  sixteenth  day  of  August,  1812, 
and  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign. 

(Signed)  Isaac  Brook, 

A  true  copy.  Major  General. 

J.  Mae  Donell,  U.  Col.  Militia,  P.  A.  D.  0. 

Mc^or  Lovett  to  Joseph  AUxander. 
Dear  Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  August  26,  1812. 

Yesterday  I  wrote  you,  Mr.  Van  Vechten  and  Col.  Westerlo,  hut  what 
I  wrote  I  cannot  say ;  it  was  a  day  of  turmoil,  mortification  and  humilia- 
tion tlirough  our  Camp.  Such  a  flood  as  the  consequences  of  Gen.  Hull's 
surrender  poured  in  upon  us  that  it  required  considerable  nerve  to  meet 
every  thing :  and  unluckily.  Col.  VaQ  Rensselaer  had  gone  to  Buffalo  to 
make  some  arrangements  with  Swift's  Regiment  which  is  getting  down 
fast  with  sickness,  and  I  might  say  too  great  a  want  of  discipline.  Yes- 
terday, the  first  we  saw  was  a  guard  of  about  50  men  passing  with  some 
waggons  on  the  opposite  shore :  it  was  the  victorious  Brock  returning  to 
Fort  George.  He  sent  over  Col.  McDonald,  his  Aid*de-Camp,  and  Major 
Kvans,  two  strapping  lads  in  scarlet,  gold  and  arms,  to  make  a  Communi- 
cation to  General  Van  Eensseloer.  I  went  to  meet  them  at  an  Inn  near 
the  shore  to  learn  their  pleasure;  but  finding  it  was  general  and  verbal; 
it  could  not  be  received.  They  were,  however,  very  modest,  very  respect- 
ful ;  and  altho'  1  constantly  barred  any  communication,  they  still  kept  bow- 
ing and  saying  that  "  Gen.  Brock  only  wished  to  acquaint  Gen.  Van  Rens- 
selaer "  of  this,  and  that,  and  that  &c.  &o.  In  this  way  they  convinced 
me  that  Brock  had  not  learnt  any  thing  of  the  Armistice  until  he  arrived 
in  this  Neighbourhood.  That  but  a  very  small  force  was  left  behind,  that 
Brock,  learning  the  Armistice  felt  very  friendly  disposition  &c.  I  made. 
my  best  how,  and  scraped  as  fast  as  I  could ;  but  a  -^oor private  Secretary, 
alone  against  two  such  Scarlet-dati  Chompions  had,  as  you  may  suppose, 
an  indifferent  chance.  We  parted ;  but  I  think  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  will 
shortly  receive  some  written  communication  from  Gen  Brock.  In  the 
evening  a  number  of  Hull's  Officers,  on  parole,  visited  Gen.  V,  R.  They 
were  very  cautious  of  their  words,  but  I  could  discern  a  degree  of  disaffec- 
tion towards  Hull.  Gen.  Hull  will  probably  be  sent  to  Quebec,  The 
Militia  captured  I  understand  are  sent  home,  that's  all.  Indeed  I  have 
not  either  time  or  patience  to  examine  into  this  most  nameless  affair.  I 
feel  what  you  may  suppose.     I  need  say  no  more. 

I  was  ever  proud  of  m  j  Country,  and  aa  an  American  could  look  any 
man,  of  Any  Nation,  at  least  horizontal^  in  the  face.     But,  yesterday, 
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my  eyes  seemed  to  have  ficquired  a  new  attachment  to  the  ground.  I  sent 
Van  Vechten  a  paper  ffiviuj;  the  detail  of  the  surrender ;  sent  by  an  ex- 
press to  overtake  the  Mail,  hope  he  got  it.  And  now,  my  friend,  what 
think  you  of  out  situation  ?  It  is  true  we  are  all  tied  up  by  the  Armistice, 
but  either  party  may  throw  it  off  by  4  days  notice.  I  don't  believe  the 
Enemy  will  throw  it  off.  Nevertheless  we  have  to  cast  about  a  little. 
This  part  of  the  Country  now  think  thfeir  whole  salvation  rests  upon  our 
little  raw  army.  I  think  I  know  the  fact,  that  after  Brook  had  taken 
Hull,  he  expressed  his  determination  to  return  and  take  Niagara.  I  think 
his  mind  is  altered  by  the  Armistice  :  but  he  r.an  take  Niagara  any  hour 
he  pleases.  Yes  my  friend,  we  can't  defend  Niagara  one  hoar.  And  as 
for  our  present  Camp,  I  now  write  with  one  eye  on  a  single  gun  on  yon 
hill  in  Queenston,  which  would  rout  u8  all  in  3  minutes;  and  we  have 
only  two  GroM-koppers  to  return  the  fire.  The  Ohio  OfEoera,  prisoners,  alao 
were  last  evening  with  us,  say  that  the  Indians  with  Brook  are  the  finest 
fellows  they  ever  saw,  a  size  larger  than  they  ever  saw,  they  are  commanded 
by  the  Prophet's  Brother  Tecumsicb,  he  is  hourly  expected  at  Fort  George, 
1  miles  from  us,  about-Jiear  enongh,  and  it  is  said  the  tawny  Host  is  to 
follow.  Well  I  be  it  so ;  one  thing  our  friends  may  be  assured  of,  we  are 
not  soared  yet.  We  shall  never  be  Hulled.  Our  General  ia  thoughtful 
but  firm.  We  have  beeareconnoitering  this  morning;  and  shall  probably 
this  afternoon,  fix  upon  aspot  to  which  we  shall  removein  case  the  Armistice 
is  broken  off.  We  bave  a  piece  of  ground  in  view  where  our  little  force 
may  make  a  tolerable  stand,  and  then  secure  our  retreat  unless  they  flank 
na  wider  then  I  believe  their  force  will  admit.  At  any  rate  we  will  not  be 
Hulled,  they  may  pound  us,  or  grind  ua.  Be  all  of  you  of  good  cheer  aa 
respeotaws,  and  use  the  fate  of  the  other  army  as  you  ought.  Now  don't 
let  my  good  wife  get  fidgety  about  me  in  thia  new  predicament  tell  her  I 
am  well,  and  can  run  bte  a  Boy,  anAvjiUnot  he  taken.  I  confess  we  are 
very  solicitous  to  hear  from  Washington  and  know  what  we  are  to  do,  and 
lake  our  meaaurea  accordingly.  The  night  before  last  one  of  our  rash 
Subalterns  with  a  dozen  men,  went  upon  Bnckhorn  Island,  surprised  a  Ser- 
geant and  5  men  and  brought  them  off.  We  broke  the  Armistice ;  but  Gen. 
V.K.  restored  the  men  and  wrote  Gen.  Sheaffe  commanding  Fort  George 
and  Dependencies  &c.  &c.  &c.  [Kitea  fiy  best  with  long  tails,]  12.0  of 
Swifts  little  Keg.  sick  I  told  you  so,  but  I  am  well.  The  d — 1  seems  to 
have  got  into  every  body.  I  am  still      -.         t.^vptt 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  '"^^'^  bOVETP. 

General  Orders. 
Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  August  28th,  1812. 

The  army  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hull  has  surren- 
dered at  Detroit.  This  is  a  national  disaster ;  but.  it  is  the  duty  of  soldiers 
to  turn  even  disasters  to  profit.  To  this  end  the  General  calls  upon  the 
troops  under  hia  command  to  make  every  effort  in  perfecting  that  disoi- 
pline  on  which  they  must  rely  for  their  own  safety  and  for  their  country's 
honour,  in  that  crisis  which  may  be  fast  approaching.  The  General  is 
persuaded  that  Americans  know  the  inestimable  rights  which  they  enjoy ; 
and  he  confidently  trusta,  that  their  bravery  to  defend  is  in  pro[)Ortioa  to 
the  knowledge  they  possess  of  those  rights.  The  troops  will  be  exercised 
at  reveille,  and  from  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  two  hours  instead  of 
one,  as  mentioned  in  general  orders  of  the  19th  instant. 

Capt.  Dogherty  and  Lieut.  Hewit,  of  Col.  Swift's  regiment,  are  released 
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from  their  arrests,  and  will  return  to  their  duty.  This  renewed  instance 
of  clemency  of  the  Major  General,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  properly  appre- 
ciated by  them :  it  is  not  his  wish  to  punish,  but  orders  must  and  shail 
be  obeyed.  The  unhealthy  state  of  the  troops  under  the  comniand  of 
Lieut,  Co],  Swift,  at  Black  Rock,  renders  particular  attention  to  them, 
and  to  the  causes  of  their  maladies,  necessary.  For  this  purpose  Doctor 
Brown  will  associate  with  him  Doctor  Daniel  Chipman ;  and  they  will 
proceed,  without  delay,  to  that  place,  and  make  full  inquiry  inta  the  situ- 
ation of  the  sick,  the  causes  which  have  produced  the  diseases,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  treated ;  of  all  which  they  will  make 
report,  in  writing,  to  the  Major  General ;  suggesting  the  best  mode,  in 
their  opinion,  to  restore  those  who  are  sick,  and  preserve  the  health  of 
the  well.  These,  and  all  other  orders,  are  to  be  read  by  the  Adjutants 
to  the  troops  under  the  comniand  oCtlie  Major  General.  The  Command- 
ing Officers  of  regiments  and  corps  will  give  orders  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Van  Bensselaer, 

Sol.  Van  Ebhssblaer,  A  id- de- Cam  p. 

MoQor  Jjmeti  to  Abrahamt  Van  Vechten. 
Dear  Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  28th  August,  1812. 

It  18  an  observation  of  Cicero's  that  "  those  things  which  we  see  with 
our  eyes,  make  a  deeper  impression  on  our  minds,  and  we  longer  retain 
them  in  our  memory,  than  those  things  which  we  hear  with  our  ears." 
Now  Sir,  in  this  letter,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  touch  upon  some  things 
which  I  have  seen,  and  I  confess  to  you  they  have  made  a  pretty  deep  im- 
pression on  my  mind.  Things  are  bad  enough  now.  I  do  not  speak  of 
our  little  Camp  :  we  are  snug,  getting  in  fine  order,  and  with  infinite,  un- 
ceasing industry  preparing  for  the  worst,  while  we  hope  for  the  best.  I 
speak  on  the  general  scale  of  all  things  around  us.  Hull's  surrender  is  to 
me  incomprehensible.  1  had  expected  his  destruction  would  be  certain, 
but  it  has  come  in  such  a  way  as  I  did  not  expect.  Three  of  his  officers 
say,  he  had  a  force  of  2,200;  the  British  all  around  assert  that  he  has  sur- 
rendered between  2,500  and  3,000  ;  his  provisions  were  ample  forS  more 
weeks  ;  of  ordnance  an  d  every  munition  of  war  he  had  abundance,  yet  ho 
surrendered  to  a  force  vastly  inferior,  probably  to  600  or  700  British 
Troops,  and  about  the  same  number  of  Indians.  He  fired  not  a  gun,  and 
but  one  was  fired  at  him.  Then  leh^  did  Hull  surrender,  is  the  question  7 
No  one  here  can  answer.  From  his  Officers,  and  all  I  have  seen  it  appears 
that  there  was  through  the  whole  army  a  very  great  disaffection  towards 
Hull.  Cowardice  is  pretty  generally  imputed  to  him.  Many  allege  cor- 
ruption, his  officers  seem  greatly  distressed  at  the  character  of  the  surren- 
der. Now  the  Consequences  of  this  affair  cast  such  a  blot  on  the  Amer- 
ican character  as  the  tears  of  your  children  and  mine  and  an  hundred 
more  generations  can  never  sponge  away. 

This  event  has  cemented  Canada  beyond  any  thing  you  can  conceive. 
It  has  a  serious  effect  also  on  our  Indians  on  the  whole  Frontier.  The 
affair  with  Gen  Harrison  gave  them  the  scent  of  blood  and  you  may  de- 
pend on  it,  it  has  been  well  improved.  Tecumsich  the  Prophet's  Brother, 
a  warrior  of  almost  unbounded  infiuence,  now  openly  holds  the  language  : 
that  the  Great  Spirit  intended  the  Ohio  Eiver  for  the  Boundary  between 
his  white  and  red  children.  That  many  of  the  first  warriors  have  always 
thought  so:  but  a  cloud  hung  over  the  eyes  of  the  tribes  and  they  could 
not  see  what  the  Great  Spirit  meant.     That  Gen.  Brock  has  now  torn  away 
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that  cloud,  and  the  IndiaDS  see  clearly  that  all  the  white  people  must  go 
baok  east,  of  the  Ohio,  and  if  one  attempts  to  crosa  that  river  "  Indians 
will  cut  their  Toes  off."  Yeaterday,  I  beheld  such  a.  sight  as  God  knows, 
Inewerespected  tosee,  andHe  only  knows  the  sensations  it  created  in  my 
heart.  I  saw  mj  Countrymen,  Pree-born  Americans,  robbed  of  the  inherit- 
ance which  their  dying  Fathers  bequeathed  them,  stripped  of  the  arms 
which  aehieTed  our  Independence  and  marching  into  a  strange  land  by 
hundreds  as  black  cattle  for  the  market!  1 

Before  and  behind  on  the  right  and  on  the  left  their  proud  victorsgleamed 
in  arms,  and  their  heads  erect  with  the  pride  of  victory.  How  many  of 
our  unfortunate  Brethren  were  in  this  situation  I  know  notj  the  road  for 
more  than  a  mile  is  perfectly  in  oar  view  I  think  the  line,  including  wag- 
ons, pleasure  carriages  etc.  was  half  a  mile  long,  scattered.  The  sensa- 
tions this  scene  produced  in  our  camp  were  inexpressible:  mortification,  in- 
dignation, fearful  apprehension,  suspicion,  jealousy,  dismay,  rage,  madness. 
It  was  a  sad  day  with  us,  but  the  poor  fellows  last  evening  went  on  board 
the  shipping  and  I  presume  passed  over  to  York  [Toronto.]  I  saw  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  present  when  Gen.  Hull  alighted  from  his  carriage  at  Port 
George,  hale,  corpulent  and  apparently  in  high  spirits,  and  hence  will  he 
ever  return  ?  He  goes  to  Quebec.  ["  General  Hull  and  the  regular  offi- 
ind  soldiers  were  reserved  for  the  triumphant  entry  of  the  British 
s  into  Montreal  and  Quebec.  Thither  they  were  taken,  and  Hull 
If,  seated  in  an  old,  ragged,  open  carriage,  was  drawn  through  the 
streets  of  Montreal,  and  thus  exhibited  as  a  rare  show,  to  the  natives  there 
assembled."]  Such  the  scenes  before  ns ;  all  eyes  seem  now  turned  on 
General  Van  Rensselaer,  for  direction  and  on  our  little  army  for  defence. 
I  tell  you  that  nothing  but  the  man  who  is  now  on  the  ground  could  pre- 
vent ineaiculable  mischief  in  this  quarter.  It  is  his  Keapectahility  and 
character  whicb  effects  all  that  is  effected,  and  I.  am  proud  to  say,  he  is  as- 
siduously, vigilantly  and  ably  supported;  we  have  plenty  to  do  from  the 
4  o'clock  morning  Gun  until  9  at  night.  I  acknowledge  with  many  thanks 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th.  The  Genera!  and  myself  heartily  ac- 
quiesce in  the  sentiments  it  contains  :  But  you  kill  Solomon,  Should  yon 
plume  a  Game-cock  in  the  feathers  of  an  Ostrioh,  it  would  not  alter  him : 
it  could  not.  He  would  be  a  Game-cock  still.  He  is  a  vastly  valuable 
man  in  an  Army.  Our  little  Army  improves  very  fast  and  under  his  dis- 
cipline, from  4  in  the  morning  until  8  at  night,  something  is  constantly 
going  on.  6,  P.  M.  I  had  hoped  for  leisure  to  complete  my  letter,  but 
the  afternoon  has  been  every  moment  taken  up. 

I  saw  a  gentleman  who  had  this  day  seen  one  of  Hall's  Captains  also 
openly  and  roundly  asserted  that  Hull  was  a  coward.  That  as  soon  as  the 
first  gun  was  fired  he  sat  down  with  his  back  against  a  solid  protection. 
Don't  forget  my  dear  temporary  widow  and  little  ones;  tell  her  I  live 
like  an  Indian  Chief  in  my  Tent  alone  ;  and  that  my  General  has  pro- 
mised to  make  me  Governor  of  Michigan  —  if  I  will  take  it. 

Yours  truly 
Abraham  Van  Veohten,Esquire,|A]bany.  John  Lovett. 

"  On  August  14,  General  Brock,  the  British  commander  in  chief,  took 
a  position  oppMite  Detroit,  and  began  to  fortify  it  by  erecting  batteries. 
On  the  next  day  he  summoned  Hull  to  surrender,  which  he  utterly  refused 
to  do,  in  reply.  Brock  opened  his  batteries  and  threw  bombs  during  the 
night,  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  Hull's  attention  from  what  Brock  was 
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then  doing.  In  the  morning  it  was  diBcovered  that  the  enemy  had  landed 
at  Springwella.  At  the  very  moment,  when  every  American  in  the  army, 
except  its  commander,  was  ready  and  anxious  to  begin  the  mortal  combat; 
what  were  their  emotions  when  they  were  ordered  into  the  fort  and  to  lay 
down  their  arms?  They  reluctantly  obeyed,  and  a  white  flag  was  raised, 
on  the  fort. 

"Without  shedding  a  drop  of  blood,  without  firing  a  single  gun,  the  fort, 
with  all  its  cannon,  taken  with  Burgoyne,  at  Saratoga,  from  the  British, 
with  a  vast  amount  of  powder,  lead,  cannon  balls,  and  all  the  munitions  of 
war,  all,  all  were  surrendered,  unconditionally  surrendered  to  the  enemy. 

"  Colonels  Mc  Arthur  and  Oass,with  about  four  hundred  of  the  very  best 
troops,  in  the  army,  had  been  despatched  (just  at  the  very  moment,  they 
would  be  most  needed)  under  the  pretense  of  guarding  the  wagons,  with 
the  provisions,  which  Governor  Meigs  of  Ohio,  was  forwarding  to  the 
army.  These  troops  under  McArthur  and  Cass  had  marched  about  forty 
miles  into  the  country,  among  the  whortleberry  hills  of  Michigan  and  then 
marched  back  again,  without  seeing  any  provisions,  until  they  had  arrived 
within  about  nine  miles  of  Detroit  on  their  return.  Here  they  were  re- 
freshing themselves,  on  the  products  of  some  bee-hives  and  a  fat  steer, 
which  they  had  just  killed.  Here  they  were  met  by  a  flag  of  truce  borne 
by  a  British  officer,  and  a  file  of  men,  from  whom  they  learned  that  they 
were  prisoners  of  war  !  They  marched  forward  to  Detroit,  laid  down  their 
arms  on  the  pavement,  and  were  marched  into  the  fort,'  which  was  then  so 
crowded  that  there  was  scarcely  room  for  them  to  lie  down.  Captain 
Brush  who  was  guarding  the  provisions  was  included  in  the  capitulation, 
as  well  as  the  provisions  themselves  but  the  militia  who  were  marching  to 
join  Hull's  army  were  allowed  to  return  home,  A  salute  was  fired  in  the 
presence  of  Gen.  Brock  with  one  of  the  brass  cannon  included  in  the  capi- 
tulation. It  bore  the  inscription  :  '  Taken  at  Saratoga  oh  the  llih  of 
Octoher  1777.'  When  the  British  ofBcers  saw  this,  they  were  so  delighted 
that  some  of  them  greeted  the  old  British  captive,  now  released,  with 
kisses  and  remarked,  'we  must  have  an  addition  put  to  that  inscription, 
namely,  Uetakeu  at  Detroit,  August  16,  1812.'  It  was  on  this  occasion 
General  Brock  paid  marked  respect  to  Teenmseh.  He  took  off  his  own 
rich  crimson  silk  sash  and  publicly  placed  it  round  the  waist  of  the  chief. 
Tecumseh  received  it  with  dignity  and  great  satisfaction.  O-enera!  Hull 
was  afterwards  tried  for  his  conduct  by  a  court  martial  via. :  First,  for 
treason,  second  cowardice,  and  third,  unofficer  like  conduct.  He  was  con- 
demned to  death,  but  pardoned  by  the  president." 

Q.  M.  Gm.  Porter  to  Qen.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Sir,  Manchester,  Aug.  28th,  1812. 

Mr.  Beard,  the  person  whom  I  employed  to  go  Express  t«  Gen.  Hull, 
has  returned  with  your  dispatches  which  I  herewith  enclose.  On  his 
arrival  at  Cayahoga  he  met  several  boats  with  the  militia  prisoners  of 
Genl.  Hull's  army,  &  finding  it  useless,  as  well  as  impracticable  to  pro- 
ceed, he  immediately  returned.  Mr.  Beard  informs  that  when  these 
boats  were  first  discovered  at  and  beyond  Cayahoga,  they  were  supposed 
to  contain  an  Army  of  British  &  Indians,  whose  object  it  was  to  over-run 
the  country,  &  Expresses  with  information  to  that  efiect.were  sent  in  every 
direction,  k  that  the  inhabitants  were  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  alarm  & 
confusion  &  quitting  their  homes. 

Before  Mr,  Beard  left  Cayahoga,  however,  about  1,000  Militia  had 
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collected,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  succeeding  his  departure,  it  was 
pretty  well  ascertained  that  there  would  be  about  3,000  men  at  that  place, 
tolerably  armed  &  provided  with  ammunition,  &  desirous  of  marching  im- 
mediately tu  Detroit.  That  about  2,000  Kentuckians  nere  on  their  march 
to  re-enforce  Genl.  Hull,  &  it  was  hoped  they  would  fall  in  with  a  party 
of  Indians  under  Tecutnaeh,  who,  it  was  understood  I'rom  our  prisoners, 
had  left  Detroit  to  take  Fort  Wayne.  Mr.  Beard  on  his  return  tiok  great 
pains,  &  he  thinks  with  effect  to  allay  (he  fears  of  the  inhabitants  and 
induce  them  to  remain  at  home.  I  send  a  copy  of  Genl,  Hull's  capitula- 
tion. Major  Uuyler  has  taken  the  Capitulation  to  copy  &  will  send  ifto 
you.  Yours  respectfully 

Maj.  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer.  Peter  B.  Porter. 

Gen.   Van  Bensselaer  to  Governor  TompMnx. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewialon,  Aug,  31,  1812. 

"  QJng  that  the  surrender  of  General  Hull's  army  has  been  officially 
to  your  Excellency  through  the  proper  channel,  I  shall  not 
my  detdls  upon  the  event  so  disastrous  to  our  country  :  its 
e  must  be  felt  every  where ;  but  they  are  peculiarly  di 
npon  these  frontiers,  both  to  the  citizens,  and  the  little  army  i 
command.  Alarm  pervades  the  country,  and  distract  among  the  troops. 
They  are  incessantly  pressing  for  furloughs,  under  every  possible  pretence. 
Many  are  without  shoes  ;  all  clamorous  for  pay.  Maoy  are  sick.  Swift's 
regiment  at  Black  Rock  are  about  one-fourth  part  down,  I  have  ordered 
DoctorBrown  to  associate  Doctor  Chapin  with  him,  aod  to  esamine  as  to 
the  causes  producing  the  diseases,  the  mode  of  treating  them,  &c.,  and  to 
report  to  me  their  opinion  of  the  best  mode  of  restoring  the  sick,  and  pre- 
serving the  health  of  those  who  remain  well.  This  duty  they  arc  now 
performing. 

Captain  Jennings  has  been  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  found  guilty 
of  such  charges  as  forfeited  his  commission ;  and  I  have  approved  the 
sentence.  The  proceedings,  in  form,  will  soon  be  forwarded  to  your 
Excellency. 

While  we  are  thus  growing  dwly  weaker,  our  enemy  is  growing  stronger. 
They  bold  a  very  commanding  position  on  the  high  ground  above  Queena- 
tfflwn,  and  they  are  daily  strengthening  themselves  in  it,  with  men  and 
ordnance.  Indeed,  they  are  fortifying  almost  every  prominent  point, 
from  Fort  Erie,  to  Fort  George.  At  present  we  rest  upon  the  armistice ; 
but  should  hostihties  be  recommenced,  I  must  immediately  change  my 
position.  I  receive  no  reinforcements  of  men,  no  ordnance,  or  munitiona 
of  war.     I  must  hope,  that  I  shall  not  long  be  left  in  this  situation. 

Two  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Bascom,  came  over  in  a  flag  to 
the  garrison,  at  Niagara,  and  the  first  I  knew  of  them  they  were  in  my 
camp.  Being  satisfied  that  they  were  American  citizens,  men  of  intelli- 
gence, and  some  standing  in  society,  I  permitted  them  to  pass  on,  with 
orders  to  report  themselves  to  your  Exeellenoy. 

Ther*  is  one  fact,  which  though  not  immediately  connected  with  my 
department,  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning;  the  unfortunate  soldiers 
of  General  Hull's  army,  who  marched  by  my  camp  on  their  way  to  Lower 
Canada,  are  very  destitute  of  clothing.  Every  consideration  would  urge 
that  some  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  condition. 
I  have  the  honour  &e.. 

His  Esoellenoy  Governor  Tompkins. 
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The  Captain  Jennings  mentioned  in  the  ahove  letter  "  made  himself 
famous,  at  one  time,  for  his  poetical   order  on  Gov.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
which  has  heen  related  as  follows  :  The  officers  had  met  to  prepare  a  re- 
quisition letter  to  the  governor,  for  two  field  pieces      "  While  discussing 
the  form  in  which  to  address  so  distinguisl    d  a  man       e    f  the  judges, 
at  that  time  doing  duty  on  the  bench,  made  a  h  nte    ng  wager  with  Capt, 
Jennings  that  the  ordnance  oould  be  procu    d  on  an      der,  the  form  of 
which  should  be  dictated  by  him.     The  j    Ige  walk  d  up  to  the  desk, 
eeizeii  the  pen  and  forthwith  produced  the  f  11  w 
'  Great  Daniel  D.,  we  sen  1  to   I 
For  two  great  guns  and  tnmminga  : 
Send  tliem.  to  Sand,  or  you'll  be  d— d. 
By  order  of         Capt.  Jennings.' 

"  This  of  course  created  a  good  dea!  of  amusement ;  and  though  it  was 
not  officially  sent  to  the  governor,  as  the  ordnance  was  obtained  through  a 
regular  order,  the  story  was  too  good  to  be  kept;  the  governor,  who  was 
fond  of  a  good  joke,  in  some  way  learned  of  the  incident,  and  was  also 
aware  that  his  friend  the  judge,  had  a  hand  in  it.  Some  of  the  officers 
in  this  company  were  rewarded  for  gallant  services  in  the  war,  by  ptomo- 
tion,  and  they,  with  others,  sent  to  Albany  for  their  commissions.  On 
calling  for  them  at  the  proper  office,  the  judge  learned  that  they  we  reall 
made  out  and  lacked  only  the  signature  of  the  governor.  To  facilitate 
the  business  he  offered  to  take  them  himself  to  his  excellency,  who,  on 
receiving  them,  placed  bis  autograph  to  the  documents,  one  after  the 
other,  till  coming  to  one  belonging  to  Capt.  Jennings's  company,  he  stopped 
and  very  gravely  inquired ;  '  Is  this  by  order  of  Capt.  Jennings.'  " 

"The  company  lately  under  the  command  of  Captain  Jennings,  in 
Lient.  Col.  Swift's  regiment,  had  become  so  clamorous  for  pay,  and  con- 
tended so  strenuously  that  their  time  had  expired,  that  I  have  ordered 
them  to  be  dismissed,  in  the  opinion  that  this  would  meet  your  eseellenej's 
approbation.  I  was  strengthened  by  learning  from  Brigadier  General 
Brown,  that  Lieut.  Col.  Bellinger's  regiment,  who  were  on  tbe  same 
standing  in  service,  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  have  been  discharged  by  your 
order." 

Ool.  Van  Bensmlaer  to  Ms  w^e. 
Dear  Harriet,  Lewiston  1st  September,  1812. 

I  wrote  you  yesterday  from  this  place  by  the  mail,  in  which  letter  I 
gave  you  an  account  of  all  that  was  passing  here,  this  day  we  received  an 
Express  from  Geiil.  Dearborn  that  the  Armistice  was  at  an  end.  But  at 
the  time  he  was  despatched  from  Green  Bush  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
Surrender  of  General  Hull  and  his  Army,  and  what  effect  that  informa- 
tion will  have  on  the  measures  of  a  weak  and  despicable  General  and 
Government,  time  only  will  determine.  We  shall  at  all  events  go  on  and 
make  all  the  arrangements  in  oar  power  to  meet  the  Crisis  which  in  all 
probability  is  approaching.  If  nothing  is  done  it  will  not  be  our  fault, 
but  that  of  Government;  by  Express  and  by  almost  every  Mail  the 
Governor  and  GenI,  Dearborn  have  been  informed  of  our  situation  *  *  * 
The  express  Lt.  Smith  returns  immediately  to  Albany  by  whom  I  send 
this,  I  could  not  let  him  leave  this  without  again  expressing  my  anxiety 
for  your  health  and  happiness.  I  am  all  solicitude  on  your  account  and 
wish  sincerely  I  was  with  you  antil  that  certain  e  ent  was  over,  but  keep 
up  your  spirits  and  think  of  yoar  children  and  me.     I  hope  happier  and 
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more  comfortable  t.imes  will  attend  U3.  Our  Gtenoral  is  more  than  fond 
of  me,  ho  leaves  everything  to  rae  and  has  not  on  any  occasion  found 
fault;  he  is  very  amiable  and  I  can  truly  say  of  him,  what  he  has  on  many 
occasions  said  of  me  that  "  I  did  not  know  the  man."  Lovett  and  myself 
live  like  Brothers,  and  if  I  could  be  but  informed  of  your  true  situation 
I  should  be  happy,  as  far  as  the  late  unhappy  event  at  home  would  suffer 
me  to  be,  but  the  Clover-lot  ia  ever  before  me.  Kiss  the  children  forme 
and  attend  to  your  health.  Remember  me  to  all  friends  and  believe  me 
in  whatever  situation  I  am  placed,  I  am  ever  the  same  to  you,  your  affee- 
lionnle&einoere  Soi.  Va»  R»riS8.i,im. 

Mrs.  Van  Kenaselaer,  Mount  Uope. 

On  September  1st,  four  or  five  vessels  arrived  at  Fort  George  with 
troops  i'Toai  Montreal  and  the  enemy,  flushed  with  victory,  were  every 
moment  on  the  alert.  "  They  hoid  a  very  commanding  position  over  above 
Tia  in  QueenstowQ,  and  are  strengthening  it  witt  men  and  cannon.  In- 
deed every  prominent  point  Crom  Fort  Erie  to  Fort  George  looks  saucy." 
Colonel  Fenwick  had  not  arrived,  when  orders  were  received  from  Gen. 
Dearborn,  to  put  an  end  to  the  armistice.  He  was,  however,  as  it  turned 
out,  then  approaching  his  place  of  destination,  and  the  first  relief  Gen. 
Van  Rensselaer  esperienced,  was  in  the  arrival  of  Col.  Fenwick,  with 
ordnance  and  stores,  on  the  4th  day  of  September.  He  was  directed,  out 
of  abundant  caution  to  land  at  the  Four  Mile  oreek,  instead  of  attempting 
to  reach  Fort  Niagara.  Early  in  September,  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  was 
advised  by  General  Dearborn,  that  the  enemy  waa  preparing  to  mike  an 
effort  to  reduce  this  army  to  the  mortifying  situation  of  Gen.  Hull's  and 
that  he  must  be  ready  "  to  make  good  a  sare  retreat."  The  abandonment 
of  the  fort  was  also  expressly  recommended,  and  the  fear  expressed,  that, 
if  retained,  it  would  prove  a  trap  for  the  garrison,  for  esaminations  had 
shown  that  it  was  utterly  untenable  and  indefensible  against  a  serious  at- 
tack. The  importance,  however,  of  maintaining  ail  his  positions,  led  the 
general  to  the  determination  to  put  forth  every  effort  and  energy,  to  this 
effect,  and  to  adopt  the  unalterable  resolution  to  dispute  every  inch  of 
ground  with  his  adversary,  in  case  of  an  attempt  to  dislodge  him.  The 
letters  written  a  few  days  later  to  Gen.  Dearborn  and  Gov.  Tompkins  show 
the  condition  of  things  as  well  as  the  opinions  and  resolution  of  the  com- 
manding general. 

General  Ordera. 
Head  Quarters,  LewistoD,  4th  Sept.,  1S12. 

The  Major  General  announces  to  the  troops,  that,  agreeable  to  an  order 
received  from  Major  General  Dearborn,  the  armistice  entered  into  between 
him  and  the  Governor  General  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  will  be  ter- 
minated at  twelve  o'clock,  at  noon,  on  the  eighth  day  of  September  idstant. 

The  troops  under  his  command  will,  however,  understand,  explicitly, 
that  they  are  not  to  act  offensively  without  previous  orders  from  him;  but 
to  be  vigilant  in  their  duty,  and  ready  to  execute  any  command  they 
may  receive  when  a  proper  occasion  presents  itself.  The  troops  will  strike 
their  tents  tomorrow  morning  at  reveille;  the  tents,  tent-poies,  and  bag- 
gage, will  be  packed  up,  ready  to  move,  in  one  hour  from  that  time.  The 
Quarter  Master  will  measure  the  space  necessary  for  a  double  row  of  tents 
for  each  company,  and  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
29 
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A  fatigue  party,  of  a  sergeant,  corporal,  and  twelve  men,  ■will  attend 
at  the  same  time  at  head  quarters. 

By  order  of  the  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer, 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Aid-de-Camp. 

An  express  had  been  sentt*  Col.  Fenwick,  to  land  at  Four  Mile  creek. 
This  precaution  was  taken  lest  the  armistice  might  have  been  terminated 
below,  or  some  accident  might  throw  the  cargo  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  As  soon  as  this  was  effected,  and  in  the  same  morning,  having 
been  charged  with  the  delivery  of  the  notice  terminating  the  armistice, 
to  the  British  commandant,  I  crossed  over  from  the  fort  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  this  mission,  which  I  did  in  a  personal  interview  with  General 
Sheaffe,  Ool.  Van  E.  had  been  vigilant  and  observing  regarding  the 
condition  of  the  enemy. 

Mogor  Oeti.  Van  Sensfielaer  to  Major  Gen.  Brook. 
Sir,  Head-Quarters,  Lewiston,  Sept  4tb,  1812. 

By  the  articles  which  I  had  the  honour  to  conclude  with  Major  Gea. 
Sheaffe  on  the  21st  ult,  for  the  government  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  under  my  command,  and  his  Brittanic  Majesty's  forces  on  this 
frontier,  during  the  temporary  armistice,  it  was,  among  other  things, 
stipulated  that  "  the  parti/  ^^'^  shall  first  receive  orders  Jor  ikerenewa'  of 
JiosfUitfes  shall  give  four  day^  notice,  computing  ttoent^z-four  hours  to  each 
day,  before  any  offensive  operation  shali  take  place." 

Having  now  received  orders  to  terminate  the  armistice,  in  conformity 
to  the  above  recited  stipulation,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  yoo  this 
notice,  that  the  armistice  will  ba  terminated  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  noon,  oa 
Tuesday,  the  eighth  day  of  September,  iost. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

S.  Van  Rensselaer, 

Major  Gen.  Isaac  Brock  or  officer  commanding  Fort  George. 

Major  Qen.  Sfieaffe  to  Major  Gen.  Van  Benssdaer. 
Sir,  Fort  George,  6th  Sept.,  1812. 

I  have  the  honour  of  receiving  your  communication,  signifying  the  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  renewing  hostilitiee,  after  four 
days  shall  have  elapsed  from  the  period  at  which  the  notice  was  given. 
Thus  declaring  that  the  armistice  shall  terminate  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
noon  on  the  eighth  day  of  this  September. 
I  have  the  honour,  &o. 

R.  H.  Shbapfe,  Maj.  Gen.  H.  B.  M.  forces. 
Major  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  commanding  Frontiers. 


r  to  Aliraliaan  Van  Vechten. 
My  dear  Sir,  Lewiston,  5th  September,  1812. 

This  Kvening  Mr.  Swan  arrived  in  three  days  from  Albany  on  Express 
from  Gen.  Dearborn,  with  Information  that  a  large  body  of  British  Troops 
had  left  Montreal  for  the  opposite  bank  of  this  River  and  Cautioning 
Gen.  V.  R.  to  guard  against  a  Surprise  from  them,  and  if  hard  pressed  to 
make  a  Safe  retreat,  his  caution  against  a  surprise  is  unnecessary,  and  as 
for  a  retreat  we  shall  not  think  of,  until  we  have  tried  some  blustering 
Democrats  who  pretend  to  be  full  of  fighting  and  crossing  the  River,  but 
their  opinions  as  to  crossing  no  attention  will  be  paid  to,  until  it  is  proper 
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we  should  come  to  Action,  and  then  they  will  be  brought  to  a  Close  one. 
With  the  force  which  arrived  yesterday  under  the  Command  of  Lt.  Col. 
Fenwick,  we  hare  in  the  aggregate  of  Regular  Troopa  and  Militia  two 
thousand,  (too  hundred  men  Detached  on  a  frontier  of  forty  miles,  from 
Fort  Niagara  to  Buffalo.  While  the  Brilisb  hare  opposed  to  u  '' 
the  force  Dearborn  apeafca  of)  from  every  information  we  can  get,  t 
from  their  appearance  every  day  in  our  view,  at  least  that  number  oi 
Regular  Troops,  with  strong  Batteries  at  every  Crossing  point  to  meet  and 
of  these  there  are  but  very  few  owing  to  the  extreme  height  of  the  Banks. 

In  short  we  are  deficient  in  almost  everything  :  four  IB-pouiiders,  two 
twelve-pounders ;  eight  Six's ;  and  two  four's,  are  all  the  Ordnance  we 
have  for  the  defence  of  thia  Line  ;  two  six's  honey-combed,  some  of  them 
without  Shot  and  ais  without  Harness.  Fort  Niagara  not  tenable  (you 
all  suppose  it  impregnable.  Not  so,  it  cannot  be  maintaiued  15  minutes), 
and  the  Stores  are  now  Removing  with  a  view  to  abandon  it,  and  in  this 
place  Capt.  Leonard  buried  two  13  Inch  Mortar  and  Six  8|  Inch  How- 
itzers for  the  want  of  Shells. 

No  Surgical  Instruments,  lint,  bandage  or  Hospital  Stores;  no  forage 
and  no  Quarter  Master.  Peter  B.  Porter  has  been  only  twice  in  Camp 
since  we  have  been  here,  and  instead  of  getting  the  feast  ready,  is  attend- 
ing to  his  private  affairs ;  he  is  an  abominable  Scoundrel,  and  I  have  made 
no  Secret  in  telling  his  friends  so.  [This  difficulty  was  all  made  up,  they 
were  good  friends  many  years  before  death.] 

I  have  written  at  least  a  dozen  letters  to  Harriot  without  receiving  a 
line  from  her  since  I  left  home.  She  certainly  must  be  ill  or  perhaps 
something  worse,  pray  let  me  beg  of  you  to  Remove  the  weight  that  hangs 
on  my  mind  on  her  acorant  by  inforniing  me  Candidly  and  Explicitly  of 
her  Situation.  The  recollection  of  the  late  overwhelming  event  at  home, 
I  fear  has  been  too  much  for  her,  lemove  my  anxiety  and  put  me  at  rest. 

Phil's  letter  has  alarmed  me,  and  his  is  the  only  one  I  have  received. 
T  look  with  much  Solicitude  foi  the  Mail  on  Monday  You  must  excuse 
me  for  not  writing  to  you  before,  the  Detail  of  the  Camp,  and  Every 
thing  in  Relation  to  the  Troops  takes  up  all  my  time,  I  have  no  one  to 
assist  me.  Adieu,  present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs  Van  Vechten  and 
those  who  aak  or  think  about  mo  But  above  all  comfort  my  poor  Harriot, 
my  heart  Bleeds  for  her,  and  he  assured  that  in  whatever  situation  I  am 
placed,  I  am  your  affe  t'  nd  S"  f  "     d. 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Hon.  Abraham  Va    ^     h         E  q       lb     y  N.  T. 

M      V     B  ae              Musband. 

My  Dear  Solomon,  M  u  t  Hope,  Sept.  6th,  1812. 

The  enclosed,  first    ff        f  1          by          dear  boy  Rensselaer,  is  so 

expressive  of  the  child     f    1  I  m           p    it  and  say  as  he  does  "  I 
know  not  what  to  write        I    m  m     h  pi       d  with  this  first  production 

of  his  pen,  and  had  b               d      f     y  tification. 

Samuel  says,  he  wa   w  11  fi   1           y      school  and  that  Rev.   Mr. 

Huntington  had  a  gr        p  fh      bl          wh  eh  he  thought  had  not 

been  sufficiently  imp            b  w       u       h      afte    awhile  he  would  be 

all  he  could  wish.     H  w  f           n   u  nt  to  my  poor  afflicted 

heart,  which  has  been  1      pp         d  has  had  no  comfort  since 

that  trying  hour  when   h     m  w    I         I      u     m  ny  calamities  befel! 

UB,  and  then  your  dep     u     w  h                          on  jou 
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additional  weight.  The  innumerable  perplesities  in  which  youi"  absence 
at  this  season  involves  me,  with  the  farm  work,  cannot  in  spite  nf  every 
effort  banish  from  my  miud's  eye,  the  awful,  the  distressing  sight  of  our 
sweet  little  "  Van,"  when  you  carried  him  from  the  field  bleeding  and 
dying  in  your  Arms  !  Trifles,  as  weliaa  objects  around,  continually  remind 
me  of  what  he  was,  and  I  am  indeed  most  wretched  ;  this  is  a  grievous 
subject,  bat  no  other  can  I  dwell  upon,  or  reflect  on.  It  seema  to  harrow 
my  very  Soul,  and  not  till  called  upon  by  the  Great  Original  of  All,  caE 
happiness  be  again  my  portion,  it  is  dashed  to  the  earth  here,  but  to  that 
final  hour  I  look  with  confidence.  Oh  that  I  could  be  near  you  at  the 
present  time.  The  active  scenes  in  which  you  are  engaged,  must  of 
course,  be  some  relief  to  your  depressed  spirits  ;  besides, the  fortitude  you 
possess,  I  trust,  will  support  you  in  every  situation  ;  and  should  Heaven 
in  Mercy  (at  my  confinement)  remove  me,  enable  you  to  do  your  duty  to 
your  dear  children,  and  soon  reconcile  you  to  a  separation  from  your  most 
miserable  Wife.  Arbiet  Van  Rensselaer. 

Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Lewiston. 

Previous  to  the  departure  for  the  frontier,  on  May  29,  a  promising 
youth  of  about  six  years  of  age,  named  Van  Veehten,  son  of  Colonel 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  being  in  company  with  an  elder  brother  in  a 
field  near  the  dwelling  bouse  of  their  father  at  Mount  Hope,  in  the  town 
of  Bethlehem,  was  shot  through  the  head  and  almost  instantly  expired. 
A  shot  was  heard  as  from  a  musket,  and  the  unfortunate  youth  immedi- 
ately fell,  having  received  the  contents  of  the  musket  through  the  ear 
into  the  brain. 

Immediately  after  a  man  was  observed  with  a  musket,  who  in  great 
haste  traversed  the  clear  field,  and  ran  into  an  adjoining  wood.  It  was 
the  work  of  an  insane  man.  and  that  reckless  act  left  a  sad  void  In  the 
hearts  of  those  loving  parents,  and  in  that  once  happy  home.  This 
seemed  the  climax  to  repeated  trials  very  hard  to  puss  through  without  a 
murmur ;  strong  faith  in  Jesus  triumphed  over  all  these  seeming  ills,  and 
neither  of  those  afflicted  parents  ever  flagged  in  the  path  of  duty. 


Major  Lovelt  to  Jo. 
Dear  Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  6  Sept.,  1312. 

Having  been  up  nearly  all  night  in  preparing  Dispatches  for  Swan's 
return,  I  have  no  opportunity  to  write  you  anything  more  than  that  we 
are  living  in  dews,  rains  and  cold.  I  have  got  hardened  almost  to  ttie 
hide,  muscles  and  houghs  of  an  ox,  and  am  in  perfect  health,  tho'  our 
tent  lad  kicked  the  Bucket  last  night.  Our  situation  is  becoming,  daily, 
more  and  more  interesting  to  say  the  least  of  it.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ought,  yet,  to  call  it  critical:  though  I  know  that  some  think  it  so. 
What  may  be  the  views  of  the  Enemy  we  know  not,  they  are  flushed  with 
victory,  and  concentrating  their  forces  very  fast  against  us.  The  Armistice 
will  be  terminated  by  our  notice  at  Noon  on  the  8th  Inst.  To  sum  all 
up  in  one,  I  should  say  that  from  present  appearances,  we  must  either 
fight  or  run,  or  both  in  a  few  days.  This  camp,  which  is  within  half 
point  blank  shot  of  the  enemy,  we  shall  quit  to-morrow  morning,  the 
order  is  given  to  strike  Tents  at  Reveille.  We  shall  not  quit  the  neigh- 
borhood ;  but  seek  a  safer  place.  Things  look  rather  equally  all  around 
just  at  present,  but  it  may  clear  off  again.  There  are  some  pretty  strong 
reasons  to  believe  that  Brock  !s  preparing  to  Hull  us.     I  don't  know  bu^^ 
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he  may,  but  Albaoy  blood  runs  pretty  ateaily  yet.  We  have  removed 
most  of  the  stores  from  Fort  Niagara,  and  are  throwing  up  a  )latt«ry  on 
this  side  iu  wbieh  we  mean  to  plaee  4  Eighteen  Pounders. 

The  Enemy  are  extending  their  worlts  at  Port  George;  and  1  under- 
stand as  the  light  increases,  that  our  soldiers  discover  some  new  works 
began  last  night  opposite  to  us  here. 

My  General  is  well,  firm,  brave,  and  prudent.  Solomon  would  fight  all 
the  while  'f  he  could  get  chances,  and  I  rather  espect  he  will  soon  get 
n  u^h  fit.  Ool.  Fenwiek  with  the  Cannon  and  stores  have  arrived 
af  W  worked  John  Bui!  in  the  little  Armistice  treaty  and  got  more 
th  n  tl   y  expected. 

G!  y  fc  the  Constitution  and  her  Crew  for  theEattle.  ["The  Frigate 
G  has  been  captured  and  sunk  by  the  U.  S.  Frigate,  Conatitation, 

0  p     Hull."] 

Did  you  ever  li^e  in  a  Tent?  How  nice,  and  cool  they  are  towards 
day,  when  you  begin  to  draw  up  your  legs  :  or  as  we  Soldiers  would  say 
"  Cali  in  yoiiT  Out  Posts  !" 

We  have  a  curious  old  Quiz  of  a  Chaplain  but  I  remember  this  part  of 
his  prayer ;  "  In  the  arras  of  faith  and  love  we  desire  to  bear  before  thee, 
0  God,  our  wives  and  dear  little  ones  whom  we  have  left  at  home :  pre- 
serve them,  and  in  thine  own  due  time  restore  us  to  them.  But  if  thou 
hast  determined  in  thy  holy  providence  that  any  of  ua  shall  meet  them 
no  more,  in  this  world,  0  !  may  we  meet  them  above  in  thy  great  family  " 
Now  this  was  well  said  and  we  all  felt  it.  Don't,  Don't  forget  my  Wife 
and  Children,  nor  suffer  them  to  be  lonely.  Keep  their  apirita  up.  It 
was  right  that  I  came,  it  is  right  that  I  stay.  When  I  write  you  again  I 
hope  to  give  a  hetter  account,  moving  a  Gamp  is  always  perplexing. 
Only  one  solitary  letter  have  I  received,  don't  you  write,  or  do  the  raaoala 
rob  me  ?  Yours  very  truly, 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  John  Lovett. 

John  Lovett  to  Abruhwn  Van  Veehterc. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston  Sept.  8,  1812. 

Colonel  Van  Rensaelaer  has  been  with  General  Wadsworth  the  whole 
day  at  Niagara,  and  I  have  been  on  the  jump  from  dawn  of  day  to  this 
5  p.  M.  Brock  has  returned  from  York  to  Fort  George  and  the  Enemy 
are  certainly  very  active,  but  whether  they  contemplate  defensive  or  ofiens- 
ive  measures  it  is  impossible  to  say.  It  would  seem  that  in  oar  situation 
we  might  with  facility  obtain  information  of  the  enemy's  force  and  move- 
ments. Not  so.  Not  a  soul  will  riak  hia  neck  from  this  side  among  them, 
and  those  who  come  over  are  such  Scamps,  no  trust.  We  have  moved 
our  Camp  from  the  River  to  the  Ridge  Road.  In  short,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing put  Hull  out  of  the  way,  have  it  in  their  power  to  turn  their  whole 
force  against  us.  Our  poor  fellows  are  patient,  patriotic  and  exceedingly 
attached  to  their  General ;  they  swear  3e  can't  be  bribed,  and  to  tell  you 
the  real  truth,  this  Confidence  is  all  that  saves  us  from  every  sort  of  dis- 
grace. We  are  calm,  self-collected,  and  determined  to  act  as  near  Right 
as  we  can.  But  God  only  knows  how  we  shall  come  out.  A  great  fever 
is  coming  on,  I  understand,  but  no  pay,  no  shoes,  no  any  thing. 

The  General  has  gone  to  have  a  Talk  with  the  Tuscarora  Tribe  this 
afternooi}.  The  Armistice  terminated  at  12  o'clock,  and  no  movement  is 
made.     We  are  all  well,  Don't  be  alarmed.     We  shall  never  disgrace  our- 
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selves,  Albany  or  our  Country.     Don't  let  my  Wife  get  alarmed,  I  shall 
eat  my  New  Year's  Dinner  wilh  her  if  she  is  not  starved  out. 

Yours  truly, 

Abraham  Van  Veehten,  Esq.,  Albany.  John  Lovett. 

Son.  Abraham  Van,  VecMen  to  Solomon  Van  Menasda^. 

Dear  Sir,  Albany  September  10, 1812. 

I  saw  Harriet  on  Sunday.  She  &  Adaline  dined  with  ua.  Sanders 
says  the  Family  are  all  in  good  health.  Harriet  will  write  you.  The 
depression  of  her  Spirits  is  not  removed,  tho'  I  trust  considerably  allevi- 
ated. Her  fortitude  does  not  fail  her,  and  her  avocations  occupy  every 
moment  of  her  time.  She  wishes  you  to  send  me  a  line  for  Bensselaer. 
Your  Situation  is  I  fear  critical.  At  least  so  we  apprehend  here.  But 
itis  attributed  to  the  true  cause,  and  the  result,  if  disastrous,  will  be  charged 
to  the  acct.  of  those  who  ought  to  answer  for  it.  Remember  my  Friend 
that  the  honor  of  a  Soldier  is  not  to  be  maintained  in  battle  only,  Sound 
discretion  is  an  essential  part  of  true  valor;  when  more  real  good  is  to  bo 
attained  by  a  timely  &  safe  retreat  than  by  fighting  every  consideration  of 
military  duty  requires  that  the  former  course  should  be  adopted.  Beware 
of  being  Hull'd  is  the  admonition  of  all  your  Friends,  but  I  add,  do  not 
forget  that  an  unequal  &  disadvantageous  conflict  may  involve  equa!  dis- 
grace, because  it  may  draw  upon  you  the  imputation  of  rashness.  Should 
it  eventuate  in  a  severe  defeat  the  consequences  will  be  more  extensively 
calamitous.  Your  troops  want  every  thing,  except  I  hope  personal  Cour- 
age, to  cope  with  the  force  amassing  against  you  want  of  discipline  will 
make  a  defeat  dreadful,  because  it  cuts  off  every  hope  of  rallying.  We 
hope  no  news  beyond  what  the  papers  which  the  bearer  takes  and  my  letters 
to  Lovett  contain.     Yours  Sincerely. 


O.^.,*^  p€k=i;&, 


Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Head  Quarters  Lewbton. 
Oa^.  1.  WIMler  to  Oen,.  Van  B&nssdaer. 
Dear  General,  Presque  Isle  11th  Sept.,  1812. 

On  the  8th  inat,  I  arrived  at  this  place  with  my  family,  myself  in  a 
had  state  of  health,  at  present  I  feel  muuh  better  and  tomorrow  shall  pro- 
ceed on  my  journey  for  Pittsburgh.  Please  accept  of  my  warmest  thanks 
for  the  civilities  I  have  received  from  you.  On  my  arrival  at  Black  Rook 
I  made  application  to  Genl.  Porter  for  a  w^gon  ;  he  made  every  effort 
to  procure  me  one  but  failed.  He  then  sent  the  same  one  you  sent  with 
me;  and  I  must  confess  the  driver  is  the  best  man  I  had  ever  known  in 
the  public  service,  a  human  man,  he  treated  my  family  with  every  attention, 
he  left  here  on  his  return  on  the  ninth.  This  moment  I  have  seen  a  letter 
from  Genl.  Wadaworth  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  Genl.  Keler  of  this  Post, 
in  which  he  mentioned  the  capture  of  Fort  Dearborn  at  Chigkaga,  and 
nearly  all  the  Garrison  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  enemy  are  now  erecting 
a  Garrison  at  the  rapids  of  the  Miamy,  and  a  large  Force  of  Indiana  are 
on  their  way  against  Fort  Wayne  and  Vincennes  in  great  expectation  of 

The  enemy  have  left  four  of  the  24  Pounders  at  Maiden  ;  the  other  5 
24  pounders  they  have  shipped  to  Fort  George  this  is  all  the  News  I  have 
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at  present  to  comraunicate,  the  latter  I  expect  you  ought  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with.  I  think  from  the  large  body  of  Indiana  whioli  have  gooe 
to  Fort  Wayne,  you  have  nothing  to  fear  aa  to  Indiana.  Mj  best  respects 
to  the  Colonel  and  all  the  Grentlemen  of  jour  Army  &  believe  me  &o.  &e. 

J.  Wbistlbe. 
Capt.  Whistler  was  an  old  revolutionary  officer,  was  taken  with  Gen. 
Hull,  paroled,  landed  with  wife  and  six  children  at  Fort  Niagara.     Gen.  V. 
E.  sent  a  public  wagon  with  him  to  Black  Rock  he  was  hound  for  Pitta- 

Col.  Van  BeMidaer  to  Qeneral  LeuHs —  Gloomy  Stale  of  Affairs  at  LewUton. 
My  dear  Sir,  Head  Quarters  Sept  11,  1812. 

To  you  I  am  fully  persuaded  I  can  write  with  Confidence  on  the  State 
of  afi'airs  in  this  quarter,  and  if  you  think  the  Interest  of  the  Service  will 
be  promoted  by  a  disclosure  of  my  name,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  any 
use  of  it  you  please,  whatever  ineouvenienoe  it  may  put  me  to,  for  I 
Shall  State  Pacts  and  those  only. 

Since  the  Surrender  of  General  Hull,  it  has  been  the  Study  of  John  0. 
Spencer,  Col.  Broofea,  Q.  Mr.  General  Porter  and  Several  others  to  cause 
confusion  and  distrust  among  the  Troops  on  this  Frontier  to  answer  party 
purposes  against  the  Commander.  They  have  so  far  succeeded  in  the  Camp 
and  the  Country,  that  in  the  former  it  is  only  whispered,  but  in  the  Latter 
it  is  openly  said,  that  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  is  a  traitor  to  his  Country  and 
the  Surrender  of  the  Army  when  it  crosses  the  River  is  the  price  of  his 
Infamy.  Honestand  Honorable  men  must  regret  this  depravity  in  human 
nature;  those  scoundrels  know  better,  and  you  and  I  know  that  a  more 
Honest  man  does  not  exist;  and  one  who  has  the  Interest  of  his  Country 
more  nt  heart.  But  with  all  bis  amiable  qualities,  his  usefulness  here  ia 
my  opinion  is  destroyed  ;  by  this  unjust  and  unwarrantable  jealousy.  He 
cannot  enforce  that  Subordination  which  is  so  necessary  to  the  safety  and 
glory  of  the  Troops  he  Commands.  If  Gen.  Armstrong  or  any  other  man 
of  the  same  polities  with  the  Government  did  Command  here,  this  difficulty 
would  be  Removed  ;  there  ia  a  field  of  glory  in  view  for  any  man  of  Ambi- 
tion, which  Gen,  V.  R.  as  well  as  myself  would  regret  to  forego,  if  Neceaity 
did  not  Compel  us,  it  would  be  well  if  Gen.  Dearborn  could  with  propriety 
remove  him  to  New  York  or  some  other  place,  where  his  services  may  be 
eqnai  to  his  Sacrifices  in  private  life.  We  are  Encamped  at  this  place 
with  two  Regiments  of  Militia,  to  guard  the  moat  important  pass  on  the 
river.  Col.  Fenwick  with  the  Regular  troops  in  and  about  Fort  Niagara. 
Col.  Biooms,  lately  come  on,  at  Niagara  Falla  and  Col.  Swifts  at  Black  Rock. 

The  whole  efi'ective  force  of  iMilitia  including  Officers  you  will  find  by 
the  within  return  amounts  to  1633  fit  for  duty.  We  are  in  want  of  almost 
every  thing.  Our  Quarter  Master  Peter  B.  Porter  is  apoculating  and  at- 
tending to  mischief  and  his  private  affairs;  he  speaks  in  very  disrespect- 
ful terms  of  Mr,  Madison,  and  trys  to  impreas  on  the  minds  of  the  people 
the  necessity  of  a  change  of  men.  But  notwithstanding  these  discourage 
ing  prcspccts,  we  shall  do  what  mon  under  these  Circumstances  can.  A 
strong  Battery  has  been  thrown  up  a  mile  above  Fort  Niagara,  and  imme- 
diately opposite  Fort  George,  in  which  the  four  heavy  cannon  have  been 
placed,  and  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Col.  Fenwick  when  he  first  came 
on,  we  will  attempt  to  maintain  the  Fort  which  will  be  all  important  to 
our  future  operations.  The  roof  haa  been  taken  from  a  large  stone  house 
and  on  (he  third  fioor  two  twelve  pounders  and  a  howitzer  placed.     This 
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battery  Commanda  Fort  George  and  four  Bafteriea  in  its  vieiiiity;  and  if 
a  parapet  of  earth  well  rammed,  od  the  inside  of  the  two  aud  half  feet  st^ne 
wall  waa  throwu  up,  it  might  bid  defiance  to  the  enemy,  but  unfortunately 
Col.  Fenwiek  and  Capt.  Leenard  are  too  much  addiet«d  to  liquor  to  attend 
to  this  duty  as  they  should,  and  if  they  were  removed  from  thia  Command, 
it  would  give  rise  to  much  greater  dissensions.  Besides  we  have  no  one 
as  fit  for  this  all  important  service  as  Ool,  Fenwiek,  if  he  was  at  all  times 
himself.  Last  Tuesday  at  12  o'clock  the  Armistice  ceased,  on  which,  we 
supposed  that  the  enemy  would  open  their  Batteries  of  at  least  fifty  pieces 
on  our  tines.  Gea.  Van  Eensselaer  continued  here  in  order  to  move  the 
Troops  to  any  point  that  might  be  attacked,  while  I  went  to  the  Garrison 
below.  I  found  on  my  arrival  all  in  confusion.  I  immediately  ordered  a 
strong  detachment  to  clear  a  Batt«ry  in  the  Stone  house,  while  others  were 
dismounting  the  two  twelves  and  a  Howitzer,  and  getting  them  on  the 
platform,  to  the  Command  of  which  Capt.  Leonard's  Company  was  assigned. 
The  two  Block  houses,  in  each  of  which  are  Six  pounders,  Capt.  McKeon's 
Company  was  to  Defend.  All  this  was  accomplished  by  twelve,  at  that 
hour  our  works,  as  well  as  the  British,  were  manned,  the  Matches  burn- 
ing and  I  expected  every  moment  to  see  the  Bafters  of  the  old  mess-house 
knocked  about  my  head,  but  I  was  disappointed  and  we  have  been  ever 
since  in  peace  and  preparing,  with  little  trouble  to  make  it  as  strong  as  auy 
work  can  be,  and  ready  for  action.  I  inclose  the  last  Bafialo  paper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  UespectfuUy  Yours, 
Major  Qen.  Morgan  Lewis.  SoL.  Van  Rknsselaee. 

Ma^  (Myler  to  Ool.  Sd.  Van  Benmelaer. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Buffalo  16th  Sept,  1812. 

I  enclose  you  a  return  of  the  Ordnance,  &c.  at  Buffalo  agreeable  to 
Major  Gen.  Van  Benaselaer'a  request  by  Lt.  Gansevoort;  immediately 
on  the  receipt  of  which,  I  waited  on  Genl.  Porter  and  requested  a  return 
from  him  of  the  Ordnance  at  the  Bock,  Equipage,  fixed  &  unfixed  am- 
munition which  he  promised  to  make  me  last  night ;  failing  so  to  do,  I 
tbis  morning  addressed  a  Note  to  him  &  sent  my  Servant,  who  finding  he 
had  left  the  Bock  for  Lewiston,  rode  on  &  overtook  him  &  delv'd  my  note. 
I  have  not  been  furnished  with  a  Beturn  from  him.  I  beg  you  to  assure 
Genl.  Van  Benssclaer,  that  as  speedily  as  possible  after  I  am  furnished 
with  an  account  of  what  was  required,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  making  a 
Beturn  to  him.  Lt.  Gansevoort  will  inform  you  of  some  alarms  we  have 
had ;  my  Genera!  will  communicate  to  yours.  We  send  you  three  Pri- 
soners from  the  Queen  Charlotte  who  we  have  reason  to  expect  have  come 
over  with  improper  views.  Lt.  Gansevoort  has  charge  of  them,  &  will  o( 
course  take  them  to  Head  Quarters.  In  all  things  depend  upon  my  most 
prompt  and  cordial  Co-operation,  I  am  not  yet  enabled  to  make  a  return 
of  the  force  at  the  Bock  &  this  place  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  Beturns 
made  to  me  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  correct  as  speedily  as  possible. 
It  shall  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  Yourobedt.  Servt. 
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Gen.  Brock  to  Cm..  Van  Bemaelaer. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Fort  George  16th  Sept.  1812. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit  an  Extraot '  of  a  letter  which  I  have  this 
morning  received  from  Captain  Djson  of  the  United  States  Regiment  of 
Artillery.  The  Prisoners  of  War  under  his  charge  are  in  such  a  deplora- 
ble state  for  want  of  clothing,  that  I  am  led  to  hope  no  difficulty  will  be 
made  to  their  receiving  from  Port  Niagara  the  necessaries  they  consider 
as  their  property. 

The  number  of  Women  and  Children  who  have  accompanied  the  Detach- 
ment from  Detroit  is  so  great  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  land  them  on 
the  opposite  shore,  where  they  cannot  fail  meeting  with  that  protection 
and  support  their  distressed  situation  requires,  but  which  existing  cir- 
eumstances  prevent  being  afforded  to  them  on  this  side. 

I  have  the  honor  &o.,  With  the  highest  respect, 

Major  General  Van  Eensselaer. 

MctriKt  of  a  LetUrfrom  6e,n.  Yom,  Eensselaer  to  Cfen..  Sea/fiorn. 

Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  17tli  Sept.,  1812. 
The  situatioQ  of  my  little  army  is  becoming  every  day  more  and  more 
interesting,  and  I  believe  existing  circumstances  would  fully  warrant  me 
in  saying  critical.  As  soon  as  our  operations  at  and  near  Fort  Niagara 
indicated  a  disposition  to  maintain  the  garrison,  the  enemy  became  ez- 
eeedingly  active.  New  works  were  thrown  up,  and  old  ones  modified  to 
meet  ua  at  every  point.  Their  works  appear  now  to  be  all  completed,  and 
they  are  daily  receiving  very  considerable  reinforcements  of  men.  Last 
evening,  the  Royal  George  arrived  at  Fort  George,  with  about  two  hun- 
dred artillerists.  About  one  hundred  boats,  loaded  with  stores  for  the 
British  army  in  Upper  Canada,  have  lately  passed  up  the  St.  Lawrence, 
Two  regiments  of  troops  are  also  on  their  way  up,  and  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  those  lately  arrived  at  Fort  George,  are  detaohmente  from 
those  regiments.  The  iufovmatioa  which  you  had  received  on  the  subject 
of  the  enemy's  reinforcements  and  destination,  was  undoubtedly  correct. 
Troops  are  also  coming  down  from  Port  Maiden  to  Fort  Erie.  Indeed 
there  can  be  no  possible  doubt,  that  the  enemy  are  very  actively  engaged 
in  concentrating  their  forces  to  act  in  this  vicinity.  When  the  scene  of 
action  will  open,  I  know  not;  it  probably  cannot  be  far  distant.  Such 
movements  of  the  enemy  have  been  observed  for  three  or  four  days  past, 
as  have  induced  many  to  believe,  that  the  hour  of  attack  was  at  hand. 
On  the  13th  instant,  boats  were  engaged  in  putting  a  considerable  de- 

'  Miitraet  aUtided  to,  of  Copt.  Dyson's  letter ;  "  Permit  me  Sir,  to  roentjon  to  you 
theatuation  of  the  Prisoners  under  my  command..  They  Jiavereceivedno  cloth- 
ing from  the  Government  since  last  October,  and  are  almoat  destitute  of  every 
article  of  the  kind.  I  understand  there  are  six  Casks  of  Clothing,  an  Invoice  of 
which  I  have  in  my  possesaion,  and  was  destined  for  Detroit  for  my  Company,  are 
now  lying  at  Fort  Niagara.  If  there  could  be  any  arrangement  between  the  two 
governments,  so  as  to  gsi  them  across,  it  would  relieve  the  sufibring  Prisoners 
much.  I  also  take  the  liberty  to  mention  there  are  several  men  among  them  old, 
infirm,  and  anflt  for  any  kind  of  Mililaiy  service ;  and  some  with  large  families 
of  children.  If  they  could  obtain  a  parole  to  gw  to  the  States,  it  would  be  a  great 
relief  to  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  &e. 

Saml.  T,  Drsoif, 

Capt.  U.  S.  Eeg.  Artil. 
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tachment  of  troops  on  board  a  ship,  which,  at  evening,  got  under  way 
from  Fort  George  and  stood  out  into  lake  Ontario. 

It  was  apprehended  that  these  troops  were,  that  night,  to  be  landed  on 
the  south  side  of  the  lake,  in  the  rear  of  onr  guards.  The  night  before 
last,  the  enemy  moved  some  boats  from  the  landing  at  Queenatown,  down 
the  river.  This  excited  alarm,  and  late  last  night  a  rumour  ran  through 
thecamp,thatthegarrisonwasactually  summoned  tOBurrender.  I  only  men- 
tion these  things  to  show  you  what  apprehensions  prevail.  Should  the  enemy 
attack,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  we  shall  be  very  severely  pressed  ; 
but  so  serious  will  be  the  consequences  of  any  retrograde  movement,  or  a 
total  abandonment  of  Eort  Niagara,  that,  upon  mature  consideration  of  all 
circumstances,  I  have  determined  to  hold,  if  possible,  my  present  position, 
and  dispute  every  inch  of  ground.  My  force  bears  no  proportion  to  the 
duties  required ;  besides,  the  discipline  of  the  troops  is  not  such  as  to 
warrant  perfect  reliance,  and  many  of  our  arms  are  not  fit  for  action. 
These  are  considerations  which  you,  sir,  and  my  fellow  citizens  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  bear  in  miud,  whatever  result  may  happen. 

For  the  application  of  the  means  entrusted  to  me,  1  hope  I  shall  be  able 
to  justify  myself  to  my  country.  My  greatest  fear  is,  that  the  troops 
destined  to  reiniorce  me,  wilt  not  join  me  in  season.  In  every  calculation 
heretofore  made  upon  my  reinforcements,  both  as  to  time  and  strength,  I 
have  been  disappointed.  Col.  Bloom's  regiment,  which  was  reported  to 
me  before  its  arrival,  for  seven  hundred,  is  but  little  more  than  four  hun- 
dred. I  am  erecting  a  store-house  and  magazine  upon  the  high  grounds, 
in  the  rear  of  my  camp;  but  for  want  of  teams,  tools,  and  nails,  the 
work  proceeds  but  slowly  ;  we  build  with  logs,  and  rive  our  shingles  from 
bolts  of  oak.  It  is  with  extreme  difficulty  we  can  procure  teams  upon  any 
emergency.  The  horses  of  the  cavalry  and  flying  artillery  are  badly  sup- 
plied with  hay,  and  as  for  grain  they  are  almost  entirely  destitute.  I  have 
completed  the  road  through  the  woods,  from  my  camp  to  the  garrison. 
Amidst  all  our  difficulties,  this  is  the  most  cheering  day  for  the  troops 
which  I  have  witnessed,  their  clamor  for  pay  has  been  high  and  incessant. 
I  felt  many  of  its  bad  consequences,  and  apprehend  still  greater,  but  as- 
surances now  received  that  their  pay  is  near  seems  to  elate  them. 

By  the  Eeturn  of  Ordnance  which  I  yesterday  received  from  Fort 
Niagara  I  discover  that  our  two  Mortars  are  lOJ  inches,  instead  of  13J  as 
Capt.  Leonard's  Memorandum  to  me  states  them,  the  Shells  will  be  cal- 
culated accordingly.  I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  whiohl  lastnight 
received  from  General  Hull.  On  the  same  subject  I  yesterday  received  a 
communication  from  General  Brock,  covering  an  Extract  of  a  letter  from 
Capt.  Dyson  of  the  United  States  Regiment  of  Artillery  to  him,  and  I 
this  morning  sent  Col.  Van  Eensselaer  to  Fort  George  when  he  had  an 
interview  with  Capt.  Dyson's  and  such  arrangements  have  been  made  that 
Capt.  Dyson's  Company  will  this  day  receive  their  clothing  from  Fort 
Niagara :  the  other  Companies,  in  Quebec,  I  learn  from  General  Brock's 
letter,  are  in  great  distress  for  want  of  clothing. 

I  have  the  Honor,  &o. 
Major  General  Dearborn. 

'•  And,  to  cheer  up  our  hearts,  we  have  picked  up  a  Birch  Bark,  on 
which  is' written  a  Notice  from  the  Soldiers  to  the  Officers  of  this  little 
army  that  unless  they  were  paid,  they  would  absolutely  quit  the  field  in  8 
days  from  that  time." 
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(hi.  FenvmUik  to  Gen.  Van  Benss^aer. 
Sir,  Fort  Niagara,  Sept.  18,  1812. 

Yesterday  afternoon  was  Sent  over  in  a  Flag  eleven  Women  and  niue- 
teen  Children,  their  Situation  is  a  distressing  one,  there  is  also  a  Pifer  of 
the  1st  U.  S.  Infantry,  he  brings  from  Gen  Brock  no  Paaa  or  Certificate. 
I  know  not  in  what  light  to  view  them.  I  heg  your  Instructions  respect- 
ing these  People,  I  don't  think  it  prudent  to  leave  them  here.  Your 
order  revoking  the  Sentence  upon  the  two  unfortunate  Criminals  has 
been  carried  into  Effect,  the  Scene  was  affecting,  and  I  flatter  myself  will 
be  attended  with  Benefieiai  Consequences.  No  occurrence  of  Moment  lias 
happened  Since  I  last  wrote  you.  I  beg  you  to  order  a  General  Court 
Martial,  we  have  four  or  five  deserters. 

Accept  Sir,  the  assurance  of  ray  Esteem  and  Consideration. 
Major  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer.  John  R.  Fenwiok,  L'  Col. 

The  two  criminals  mentioned  above  were  deserters,  and  having  been 
found  guilty  by  the  court  martial,  were  senteneed  to  he  "  shot  to  death 
on  the  grand  parade  at  Fort  Niagara  on  Friday  the  eighteenth  instant, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  that  day.  On  this  solemn  occasion  all 
the  Troops  not  on  duty  will  be  drawn  up  to  witness  the  execution.  And 
the  major  general  hopes  that  this  awful  example  will  be  a  warning  to 
others  and,  in  future  prevent  desertions  from  that  service  to  which  their 
oaths  if  not  their  love  of  country  should  bind  them." 

A  petition  for  the  pardon  of  Reaben  Schuyler  and  Thomas  Moore, 
sentenced  by  the  general  order  of  the  9th  instant  was  sent  to  the  major 
general  by  the  "  officers  of  the  United  States  army  at  Fort  Niagara"  to 
request  the  consideration  of  the  general  and  to  recommend  them  as  fit 
subjects  for  meroy. 

O&ieral  Order*. 
Head  Quarters,  Lowiston  17th  Sept.,  1812. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  revokes  the  sentence  of  death  pronounced 
against  Reubea  Sohuyler  and  Thomas  Moore,  by  the  Court  Martial  whereof 
Captain  Leonard  was  President,  and  by  General  Orders  of  the  Ninth 
instant  directed  to  be  carried  into  execution  on  the  Eighteenth  instant  at 
Fort  Niagara. 

This  act  of  clemency  of  the  Major  General,  in  declaring  the  full  and 
absolute  pardon  of  thc^e  unfortunate  men,  it  is  hoped  will  make  a  lasting 
impression  on  their  future  conduct  in  life  and  that  they  will  still  shew  by 
their  good  behaviour  that  they  are  worthy  of  a  life  which  they  had  for- 
feited to  their  Country  and  their  God.  But  let  it  not  be  presumed  that 
this  first  act  of  lenity  iu  the  Major  General  will  be  extended  to  others  : 
He  is  under  obligations  of  duty  to  his  Country,  and  with  these  his  feelings, 
as  a  man,  shall  not  interpose. 

The  Prisoners  will  be  released  and  return  to  their  duty. 

By  Order  of  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer, 

Sol,  Van  Rknsselaee,  Aid  de  Camp, 

The  decision  of  General  Van  Rensselaer  in  these  occurrences  com- 
ported with  justice  and  humanity.  He  was  well  aware  that  such  terrible 
examples  are  often  necessary  in  all  well  regulated  armies  and  from  a 
regard  to  the  good  of  the  service,  in  which  they  were  engaged,  it  would 
not  answer,  often,  to  impede  punishment. 
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Masor  General  Van  Benasdaer  to  Ida  ExeelUnay  Gov.  TcmpMns. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiatou,  17th  Sept.,  1812. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  packet  by  Major 
Noon,  who  arrived  in  camp  last  evening.  The  duties  of  the  day  are  too 
pressing  to  allow  me  the  leisure  I  could  wish,  to  answer  your  letter  par- 
ticularly. I  must,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  my 
despatch  of  this  date  to  Major  General  Dearborn,  I  cannot,  however, 
but  express  the  satisfaction  I  feel  at  the  approbation,  which  my  conduct 
thus  far  in  the  campaign  has  received.  To  perform  my  duty,  arduous  as 
it  is,  is  comparatively  easy,  hut  to  determine  what  my  duty  is,  in  a  wide 
field  for  action,  where  everything  is  unshaped  and  uncertain,  is  oflen  a 
task  of  no  Kroall  difficulty ;  I  am  consoioua  1«  myself  that  I  have  studied 
it  faithfully,  and  performed  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  My  situation  is 
growing  every  hour  more  interesting,  perhaps  critical.  The  particulars 
you  will  find  in  my  letter  to  Gen.  Dearborn  ;  but  with  my  little  force  I 
shall  certainly  attempt  to  hold  my  position,  with  full  reiianoe  upon  your 
Excellency's  assurances,  that  every  efi'ort  will  be  made  to  support  me. 
A  retrograde  movement  tjftlm  army  upon  the  back  of  that  disaster  -which 
hat  befallen  the  one  at  Detroit,  would  stamp  a  stigma  upon  the  national 
character  which  time  could  never  wipe  away.  I  shall  therefore  try  to  hold 
out  against  superior  force  and  every  disadvantage,  until  I  shall  be  rein- 
forced. I  am  happy  to  learn  that  the  money  to  pay  off  the  troops  is  at 
hand.  The  information  cheers  our  oamp.  I  announoed  it  in  orders  this 
morning ;  I  hope  they  will  soon  realize  their  expeetations,  for  in  truth 
their  wants  are  many.  I  have  the  honour,  &o. 

Hia  Excellency  Governor  Tompkins. 

Major  Lovett  to  JosepJi  Alexander. 
Dear  Alexander,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  22d  Sept.,  1812. 

I  have  lately  received  two  letters  from  you,  and  thank  you  kindly  for 
them  :  in  our  situation,  letters  from  friends,  come  like  the  cooling  stream 
to  a  famishing  Pilgrim  in  a  desert  of  sand.  General  Van  Ren^elaer  ia 
well  aware  of  the  critical  situation  he  is  in  :  it  has  been  announced  to  him 
from  all  quarters;  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  authority:  he  sees  it, 
feels  it  every  hour.  But,  after  all,  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
incalculable  consequences  which  must  result  from  falling  back  from  his 
present  position,  he  has  determined  to  risk  events.  In  the  last  general 
deliberation  which  was  had  upon  the  subject,  he  sat  and  heard  all  that  was 
said,  then  rising  up  he  said  "  Mo,  what  will  the  world  tkinh  vie  are  made 
of?  No  :  I'll  DIB  before  I'll  quit  this  ground,  and  there's  no  more  to  he 
said  about  it."  And  there  kas  been  no  more  said  about  it.  The  enemy 
appear  to  be  in  a  state  of  preparedness  to  give,  or  receive  an  attack. 
Kvery  day  or  two  they  make  some  movement  which  indicates  dispositions 
to  attack  us  immediately.  Night  before  last  every  ship  they  have  on  Lake 
Ontario  came  into  the  mouth  of  Niagara  Eiver,  then,  to  be  sure,  we 
thought  it  time  to  look  out  for  breakers.  But  yesterday  when  Col.  Van 
Rensselaer  went  over  with  a  Flag  to  Fort  George,  there  was  not  a  Ship 
in  sight,  nor  a  General  Officer  there,  where  gone,  we  know  not.  Not- 
withstanding the  most  positive  orders  on  both  sides,  our  Sentinels  have 
kept  up  almost  a  constant  warfare  for  a  month  past.  On  the  Bank  of  the 
River  Musket  Balls  are  about  as  thick  as  Whippowills  in  a  summer's 
evening.     A  wretch  fired  the  other  evening,  at  Judge  Barton  and  myself 
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aa  we  were  8ettii]<;  upon  our  horses  on  the  bank  ;  the  shot  came  in  a  cor- 
rect line  but  fell  30  rods  short,  in  the  River.  Last  Saturday  moroiDg  one 
of  our  lads  returned  the  Compliment :  and  put  his  ball  so  quick  thro'  a 
lad's  head  on  the  other  side  that  he  fell  dead  without  even  winking.  Over 
came  Lieut.  Col.  Myers  with  whom  I  had  the  honor  of  an  hour's  confe- 
rence on  the  bank,  both  talked  it  largely  and  returned  good  fellows.  Id 
short  we  are  all  fire  and  powder  on  both  sides  the  River,  and  every  day 
that  passes  without  blood  seems  to  me  more  and  more  strange.  We  have 
made  the  best  possible  dispositions  of  the  foroe  we  have  to  meet  an  attack, 
if  it  comes,  I  am  very  certain  there  will  be  some  old  fashioned  fighting, 
we  can't  help  it ;  for  in  truth,  we  can't  run  away  viKthovX  fighting  and  I 
foelieve  this  is  the  best  way  to  post  an  army  of  raw  Troops.  It  is  now 
about  eleven  days  we  have  lain  in  this  situation.  It  has  become  as  much 
a  matter  of  course  to  fix  my  papers  and  prime  my  Pistols  when  I  go  to 
bed,  as  it  is  to  pull  ofi'  my  Boots, 

And  after  all,  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  will  attack  us  or  not;  but  if 
they  do  not  they  are  certainly  governed  by  some  considerations  of  policy 
which  they  may  consider  of  more  importance  than  cutting  up  a  little  2,000 
Army.  Time  must  determine.  We  are  promised  reinforcements  by  com- 
panies, Battalions,  Regimeuts,  Brigades,  and  I  might  almost  say  Armies; 
hut  not  a  single  man  has  joined  us  in  some  weeks.  Besides,  our  men 
here  are  getting  down  very  fast  within  three  or  four  days.  This  morning 
Report  of  Sick  was  149.  We  have  lately  had  the  most  tremendous  storm 
of  cold  rains  and  wind  that  I  ever  saw  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  was 
eno'  to  make  an  Ox  quake.  The  wind  was  terrible,  hail,  lightening, 
thunder  and  the  whole  army  of  terrors  seemed  pressed  into  requisition. 
Many  tents  blew  up  and  over;  the  General's  Marquee  was  deluged,  bed 
and  all  drenched.  My  Tent  hooks  gave  away ;  I  jumped  out  of  my 
Blanket,  in  quick  time,  to  save  my  Papers^  stood  In  my  shirt-tail  for  half 
an  hour,  holding  the  sides  together,  until  I  had  not  a  dry  thread  to  brag 
of;  and  when  I  went  to  my  Blankets,  they  were  as  wet  as  myself,  how- 
ever, I  made  the  best  of  them  thro'  the  night.  0,  the  glorious  life,  and 
the  innumerable  comforts  of  Soldiers ! 

Give  Mrs.  Lovett  the  enclosed,  it  contains  an  impression  of  General 
Brock's  Seal,  with  his  most  appropriate  Motto,  "  He  who  guards,  never 
bleeps."  The  Campaign  will  wind  up  with  some  very  interesting  occur- 
rences, I  think,  I  begin  to  see  how  the  crisis  is  forming.  We  nhall  invade 
Canada.  Come  what  may  you  may  be  assured  we  shall  not  disgrace 
Albany.  Do  write  often.  I  entirely  agree  in  opinion  with  Gen.  V.  R. 
who  on  reading  your  last  letter  made  this  observation  ''  He  writes  more 
like  a  Gentleman  tlian  auy  of  them  "  and  added  "  I  had  no  idea  he  was 
such  a  man!"  there's  for  ye  :  and  no  man  knows  better,  or  more  highly 
appreciates  the  character  of  a  true  hred  Gentleman  than  that  same  General. 
I  had  no  idea  of  his  perfect  finish  in  Etiquette, 

I  am  your  friend, 

John  Lovbtt. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Battle  on  Qukbnston  Heights. 
Vol.  MaHnui  WiUeU  to  Ma^.  Gen.  Van 

Dear  Sir,  New  York,  25th  Sept.,  1812, 

1  should  before  thia  have  offered  my  services  to  you,  had  I  Dot  been 
apprehensive  that  the  infirmitiea  of  age,  which  cause  me  to  fear  I  might 
be  burdeosome,  prevented  me;  but  tho'  I  cannot  enjoy  that  satisfaction,  I* 
trust  jou  will  not  be  displeased  with  my  addressing  you  with  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  subject  of  Indian  warfare.  In  the  summer  of  the  year 
1763,  soon  after  the  disbanding  of  the  army,  General  Washington  visited 
the  frontiers  of  our  State  :  on  this  occasion  I  accompanied  bim ;  and  as 
we  were  traveling  along  the  Mohawk  River,  the  devastations  that  had 
taken  place  there  introduced  the  subject  of  Indian  Warfare.  I  signified 
to  the  General  my  disapproval  of  the  Virginia  mode  of  fighting  Indians 
by  the  men  taking  to  trees,  aud  fighting  the  Indians  in  their  own  way, 
which  would  continue  for  a  number  of  hours,  with  no  great  advantage 
on  either  side.  It  was  remarked  that  the  Indians,  who  were  generally 
furious  in  their  onset,  depended  much  on  the  noise  of  their  Yells  to  strike 
a  terror  which  not  unfrequeat,  had  the  intended  effect  and  caused  their 
enemy  to  run,  when  they  usually  made  great  havock.  In  their  mode  of 
fighting  they  extend  their  line  to  great  lengths,  and  endeavour  to  surround 
their  foes  :  the  noise,  which  by  this  means  appears  from  different  quarters, 
generally  occasions  surprise,  and  sometimes  terror ;  either  of  which  is  easily 
prevented  :  a  vigilant  and  smart  officer  can  efiect  it  in  an  instant.  He  is 
with  rapidity  to  place  himself  conspiouoaslj  in  front :  off  with  his  hat, 
wave  it  round  his  head,  and  order  his  men  to  rush  among  the  Indians  with 
loud  and  repeated  huzzas.  The  Indians,  wlio  have  no  compactness  to  op- 
pose to  such  force,  and  losing  the  noise  of  their  yells,  by  the  superior 
noise  of  the  huzaas,  are  sure  to  set  running;  when,  by  having  some  good 
marksmen,  you  may  hit  some  of  them  ;  But  tho'  I  never  found  it  difficult 
to  drive  them,  I  could  not  kill  many  ;  for  it  is  not  often  that  a  fair  shot 
can.  be  had  at  them.  They  will,  however,  after  having  been  driven  from 
one  position,  generally,  take  another;  and  tho'  they  may  not  pursue  the 
same  course  they  did  in  their  first  onset,  by  commencing  a  fresh  fire  at 
considerable  distance,  they  will  be  constantly  taking  off  men,  unless  the 
same  mode  of  driving  them  is  pursued. 

I  have  been  fighting  Indians  when  they  were  vastly  superior  to  me  in 
numbers ;  and  have  been  obliged  to  pursue  this  mode  of  driving  them 
from  one  position  to  another  for  four  or  five  miles.  I  always  found  them 
dexterous  in  taking  positions,  but  experienced  little  difficulty  in  driving 
them.  The  officer  who  commands  the  troops  engaged  with  Indians,  must 
be  smart,  active  and  brave;  and  it  is  proper  always  to  have  covering 
parties,  under  the  direction  of  a  steady,  firm  man ;  but  the  officer  who 
leads  the  troops  to  attack  ought  to  possess  a  great  deal  of  fire  ;  every 
thing  depends  on  his  activity,  vigilance  and  courage.  There  is  nothing 
can  discover  greater  weakness,  or  folly  than  to  run  from  Indians  :  it  La 
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almost  certain  death  :  but  to  face,  and  run  in  upon  them  is  the  sure  means 
of  beating  and  overcoming  them  :  for,  tho'  they  have  agilitj  and  dexterity, 
they  are  by  no  means  equal  in  strength  to  our  soldiers.  But  it  is  not, 
my  dear  Sir,  in  fighting  Indians,  only,  that  I  have  experienced  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  bold  charge  upon  the  enemy.  I  have  tried  it,  several  times 
■with  British  troops,  as  well  as  with  Indians ;  and  it  nniformlj  succeeded. 
Soldiers  must  be  taught  to  look  their  enemies  ia  the  face,  they  should  be 
brought  into  action  as  often  as  possible.  Soldiers  must  be  taught  to 
£ght,  a  few  good  officers  ean  do  a  great  deal,  the  road  to  danger  is  the 
road  to  houor  for  a  soldier.  It  is  important  that  sueb  ideas  as  these  be 
instilied  into  young  officers,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  their  being  re- 
conciled to  fatigue,  and  deprivations. 

That  you  may  go  on,  in  a  course  of  glory  to  yourself,  and  advantage  to 
your  country  is  the  ardent  wish  of 

Dear  Sir,  Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

Major  General  Van  Kensselaer,  M.  Willbtt,  Lt.  Col. 

"Colonel  Willett  joined  the  army  under  Abereromhie  as  a  lieutenant,  in 
1758.  He  was  ia  the  disastrous  battle  at  Ticonderoga,  and  accompanied 
Broadstreet  in  his  expedition  against  Fort  Froatenac.  Willett  early 
espoused  the  republican  cause  when  British  aggression  aroused  resistance 
here.  When  the  British  troops  in  the  New  York  garrison  were  ordered 
to  Boston,  after  the  skirmish  at  Lexington,  they  attempted,  in  addition 
to  their  own,  to  carry  off  a  large  quantity  of  spare  arras,  Willett  captured 
the  wagons  and  took  them  back.     He  died  Aug.,  1830,  aged  91  yeara." 

Brigadier  6en.  Als^ander  Smyth  to  Moqot  Oen.  Van  Sensselaer. 
Sir,  Buffalo,  29th  September,  1812. 

I  have  been  ordered  by  Major  General  Dearborn  to  Niagara,  to  take 
command  of  a  brigade  of  the  U.  S.  troops  ;  and  directed,  on  my  arrival 
ia  the  vieiaity  of  your  quarters,  to  report  myself  to  you  which  I  now  do. 
I  intended  to  have  reported  myself  personally;  but  the  conclusions  I 
have  drawn  as  to  the  interests  of  the  service,  have  determined  me  to  stop 
at  this  plaoe  for  the  present.  From  the  description  I  have  had  of  the 
river  below  the  falls,  the  view  of  the  shore  beJow  Fort  Erie,  and  the  in- 
formation recetjed  as  to  the  preparations  of  the  enemy,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  our  crossing  should  be  effected  between  Fort  Erie  and  Chippewa. 
It  has  therefore,  seemed  to  me  proper  to  eacamp  the  U.  S.  troops  near 
Buffalo,  there  to  prepare  for  offensive  operations.  Your  instructions,  or 
better  information,  may  decide  you  to  give  me  different  orders^  which  I 
will  await.  I  have  the  honour. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer. 

"  This  letter  was  offensive,  first,  because  the  subordinate  officer  not 
only  failed  to  report  himself  in  person,  as  he  was  bound  ia  duty  to  do, 
but  Msumed  perfect  iadependence  by  choosing  his  own  theatre  of  action  ; 
and  secondly,  because  the  writer,  an  entire  stranger  to  the  country,  just 
arrived,  went  out  of  bis  way  to  obtrude  advice  upon  his  commandiug 
general  touching  movemente  and  localities  of  which  he  knew  nothing, 
when  he  knew  that  the  general  had  been  there  for  weeks,  and  was  ne- 
cessarily familiar  with  every  rood  of  the  ground  and  every  disposition  of 
the  enemy.  The  cause  of  Gen.  Smyth's  presumptuous  conduct  ou  this 
S  well  as  his  subsequent  evasive  behavior,  is  merely  a  mfLtter 
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.  of  conjecture.  It  might  liave  proceeded  from  disappointment  in  oot  ob- 
taining  full  command  on  this  frontier,  or  it  might  have  been  because  hia 
fastidiousness  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the  idea  of  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  militia  general.  Be  it  as  it  may,  he  was  highly  censured  by 
all  who  were  aware  of  his  conduct.  The  season  was  now  rapidly  drawing 
to  a  close,  and  as  G-en.  V.  R.  was  urged  by  his  instractions  to  effect 
something  decisive  before  he  went  into  winter  quarters,  his  situation 
was  one  of  extreme  delicacy.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  drawn  from  the 
object  he  hadin  view  by  a  controversy  with  Gen,  Smyth,  particularly  so, 
as  he  knew  that  the  forces  which  by  this  time  had  collected  in  his  own 
immediate  vicinity,  were  amply  sufficient  for  his  purpose.  Gen  Van 
Bensaelaer,  however,  true  gentleman  as  he  was,  quietly  rebuked  the  im- 
pertinence "  of  Gen.  Smyth  in  the  following  letter  : 

Major  Gen.  Van  Benssdaer  to  Brigadier  Qen.  Alexander  Smyth. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  30th  Sept,,  1812. 

On  my  return,  this  moment,  from  Niagara,  I  received  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  advising  me  of  your  arrival  at  Buffalo,  and  the  encampment, 
there,  of  the  United  States  troops,  in  consequence  of  the  conclusions  you 
have  drawn  that  offensive  operations  against  Upper  Canada  ought  to  be 
attempted  between  Fort  Erie  and  Chippewa,  Nothing  could  be  more 
unpleasant  to  me  than  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  place  of  coramenc- 
ing  those  operations  in  which  our  own  characters,  the  fate  of  the  army, 
and  the  deepest  interests  of  our  country  are  concerned.  But,  however 
willing  I  may  be,  as  a  citizen  soldier,  to  surrender  my  opinion  to  a  pro- 
fessional one,  I  can  only  make  such  surrender  to  an  opinion  deliberately 
formed  upon  a  view  of  the  whole  ground.  *  *  *  For  many  years,  I  have 
had  a  general  knowledge  of  the  banks  of  Niagara  river,  and  of  the  adjacent 
country  oh  the  Canada  shore,  I  have  now,  attentively  explored  the 
American  side  with  the  view  of  military  operations;  combining  at  the 
same  time,  a  great  variety  of  circumstances  and  considerations  intimately 
connected,  in  my  opinion,  with  our  object.  So  various  are  the  opinions, 
and  such  the  influence  of  personal  and  local  interests  in  this  vicinity,  that 
many  circumstances  are  to  be  carefully  balanced  before  any  correct  con- 
clusions can  be  drawn.  My  decision  has  been  made  with  due  regard  to 
all  these  things,  and  to  the  important  consequences  connected  with  it. 
All  my  past  measures  have  bean  calculated  for  one  point ;  and  I  now  only 
wait  for  a  competent  force;  as  the  season  of  the  year  and  every  considera- 
tion urges  me  to  act  with  promptness,  I  cannot  hastily  listen  to  a  change 
of  position,  necessarily  connected  with  a  new  system  of  measures,  and  the 
very  greatinconvenienceof  the  troops.  I  will  not  say  that  no  eonstfferafiona 
shall  induce  me  to  change  my  plane  of  operation,  but  to  this  I  cannot 
yield,  without  very  weighty  reasons  ;  conclusions  drawn,  at  least,  from  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  banks  of  the  Niagara  river,  and  all  other  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  a  successful  result  of  the  campaign, 

I  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here;  and  perhaps  after 
conference  and  thorough  examination  of  the  river  and  country,  your 
opinion  and  mine,  as  to  the  plans  of  operations  may  coincide.  I  trust  we 
are  both  open  to  conviction,  and  we  have  but  one  object,  the  best  interest 
of  the  service.  I  am,  sir,  with  consideration  and  respect  &c. 

Brigadier  Gen.  Alexander  Smyth  of  the  United  States  forces,  Buffalo. 

Gen.  Alexander  Smyth  the  second  in  command  was  not  willing  to 
obey  a  leading  federalist,  his  manner  was  offensive  to  the  utmost  limit,  so 
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tbat,  Gen.  Van  Bensseker  bee^me  diaguatei  with  tlie  jealousies  of  some 
of  tlie  regular  officers,  and  the  insubordination  of  the  miUtia.  This  dis- 
quieting party  feeling  waa  carried  to  the  extreme  length  by  his  opposers, 
greatly  to  the  detriment  of  his  usefulness  as  an  officer.  Gen.  Smyth, 
though  very  dogmatical  and  pompous,  yet  his  designs  were  supposed  Co 
be  patriotic  ;  but  his  ardor  obscured  his  judgment,  making  him  more  in- 
discreet  than  culpable."  G-en.  Van  Rensselaer  had  expected  to  meet  his 
principal  officers  in  a  council  of  war,  but  Gen.  Smyth  was  so  dilatory  that 
mauy  were  of  opinion  that  coercive  measures  should  be  resorted  to,  to 
bring  him  to  a  sense  of  his  duty ;  and  perhaps  if  General  V.  R.  is  cen- 
surable for  any  sin  of  omission  while  on  the  frontier,  it  is  for  not  pursuing 
this  course. 

Gen.  V.  R.  had  written  to  General  Dearborn  and  explained  to  him  the 
plan  which  he  intended  to  have  submitted  to  the  council  in  quostioa, 
and  the  objects  he  expected  to  gain  if  carried  out,  and  now  waited  for  the 
council  to  meet. 

Major  Gen.  Van  Sensaelaer  to  Colonel  WiUett. 
Dear  Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston  Oct.  3,  1813. 

In  due  course  of  the  mail  I  have  been  favored  with  your  very  kind 
and  seasonable  letter  of  the  25th  ulto.  For  your  personal  friendship  ex.; 
pressed  to  me,  as  well  as  for  the  valuable  instructions  furnished  for  the 
service,  I  beg  leave  to  tender  you  my  cordial  thanks.  In  a  crisis  like  the 
present,  when  we  are  called,  again,  to  meet  our  enemies  in  the  field,  no 
one  more  sincerely  than  myself  can  regret  that  the  infirmities  usually  at- 
tending the  age  to  which  you  have  arrived  (73  years),  should  deprive 
our  Country  of  that  invaluable  store  of  practical  military  knowledge  which 
you  have  acquired,  in  a  long  and  honorable  course  of  service. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  the  strength  of  a  St^te  greatly  consists 
in  the  personal  bravery,  and  Military  knowledge  of  its  citizens.  A  national 
character  founded  on  such  basis  becomes  terrible  to  surrounding  foes,  and 
often  has  the  happiest  effects  in  preventing  wars.  Such  was  the  proud 
flharact«r  of  Americans  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the 
value  of  it  could  not  be  told.  Among  the  Nations  of  Europe  war  is  a 
trade :  its  system  reduced  to  a  science ;  and  the  library  of  the  Soldier  is 
stored  with  volumes  of  instructions  drawn  from  long  experience.  But, 
whenever  the  rules  and  maxims  of  Military  operations  sanctioned  in  Eu- 
rope, have  been  applied  to  warfare  with  Savages  in  America,  slaughter 
and  defeat  have  usually  been  the  unfortunate  result.  As  war  with  Indi- 
ans is  of  a  specific  kind,  reduced  to  system  among  the  Tribes  who  know' 
not  letters,  it  is  preserved  only  by  tradition  among  themselves;  and  those 
who  acquire  a  knowledge  of  it,  must  gain  it,  as  you  have,  by  long  and 
careful  experience.  This  consideration  renders  your  wise  experience  of 
great  value  to  your  Country. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  your  whole  system  is  correct :  indeed  my 
own  refiections,  which  have  been  cast  upon  possible  oontingences  in  this 
campaign,  had  suggested  to  me  the  general  principle  which  you  approve. 

You  are  certainly  correct  in  saying  that  flight  from  an  Indian  is  next  to 
certain  death.  War  with  Savai^s  imperiously  demands  three  things ; 
Vigilance  to  discover  where  they  are,  caution  in  approaching  them  :  and 
when  they  are  found  instant  dispatch  to  kill  or  rout  tbem. 

I  shall  remember  your  counsel  with  gratitude  and  pleasure ;  as  a  precious 
31 
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legacy  from  a,  Soldier  of  great  esperieaee  ;  and  should  occasion  call  me  to 
use  it  in  this  campaign,  I  shall  adopt  and  practice  your  system  as  far  aa 
my  ability,  and  the  means  I  may  command  will  enable  me. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  with  great  respect  and  Consideration  &c., 
Col.  Marinus  Willett.  S.  V.  Rehsselaer. 

During  the  iiivestmeat  of  Fort  Stanwix  in  August  1777,  by  St  Leger 
with  a  body  of  regulars,  Indiana,  and  tories,  he  was  second  in  command. 
"  Such  was  the  impetuosity  of  Wiliett's  movements,  that  Sir  John  Johnson 
and  his  regiment,  who  lay  near  the  fort  with  his  Indian  allies,  sought  safety 
in  flight.  The  amount  of  spoil  found  in  the  enemy's  camp  filled  twenty 
wagon  loads.  For  this  brilliant  exploit,  congress  voted  him  an  elegant 
sword. " 

General  Van  Rensselaer  to  Brigadier  General  Bmyih. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  5th  Oct.,  1812. 

Believing  that  an  early  consultation  of  general  officers,  commandants  of 
regiments,  and  corps  on  this  frontier  will  promote  the  interest  of  the  ser- 
vice, I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  Maj.  Gen. 
Hall  on  the  subject,  and  agree  with  him  upon  the  earliest  day  possible, 
consistent  with  the  business  of  the  court  martial,  and  other  indispensable 
duties,  when  I  can  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Fort  Niagara  for 
the  purpose  above  proposed.  Of  the  day  agreed  upon,  you  will  please  to 
give  mo  early  notice.  I  am,  &e. 

P,  S.  I  have  written  to  Maj.  Gen,  Hall  to  the  same  purport. 

Brig.  Gen.  Smyth,  of  the  U.  S.  forces. 

Gen,  Van  Rensselaer  to  Gen.  Smyth. 
Sir,  Head-Quarters,  Lewiston,  6th  Oot.,  1812. 

Apprehending  that  my  letter  of  yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed conference  at  Niagara,  may  not  have  been  sufficiently  explicit,  I 
deem  it  necessary  to  add,  that  my  intention  was,  that  Major  General 
Hall,  yourself,  and  the  Commandants  of  the  sevural  re.giments  of  the  United 
States  troops,  should  attend  the  conference.  You  will  please  to  make  the 
necessary  communications  to  the  gentlemen  intended. 

Brigadier  General  Smyth,  of  the  U.  S.  forces.     ^  '""'  '^*^' 

"  Although  politely  requested,  by  Gen,  V.  R.  se^ral  times,  to  name  a 
day  for  a  council  of  officers,  Gen.  Smyth  neglected  to  do  so.  Day  after 
day  passed,  and  Smyth  made  no  definite  reply,  could  not  tell  the  day," 

Major  Lovett  to  Joseph  Alexander. 

Dear  Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston  Oct.  6,  1812. 

*  *  *  *  General  Van  Rensselaer  is  in  good  health,  firm  as  Atlas,  ac- 
tively engaged  from  dawn  till  dark,  and  often  in  the  night.  My  health  is 
perfect :  but  you  may  judge  of  my  condition  when  I  tell  you  that  which 
no  one  but  yourself  and  my  wife  must  know  :  poor  Solomon  is  sick.  About 
two  weeks  ago  he  was  seized  pretty  violently.  He  quit  his  Tent  and  went 
to  a  hut  about  half  a  mile  from  Camp,  after  close  attention  of  the  Surgeou 
six  or  seven  days,  he  came  down  to  camp  again,  in  the  day  time,  overdid 
himself,  and  relapsed  worse  than  at  first  with  the  fever.  We  bled  him, 
and  for  three  days  filled  him  half  full  of  salts,  jalap,  0  as  tor-oil.  Calomel  &o., 
&e.,  his  whole  system  resisted  medicine  so  obstinately,  that  for  a  little  while 
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we  had  strong  fears  that  hia  sickness  would  be  severe.  But  hia  physic 
has  at  laat  operated  well,  he  now  walks  hia  room,  and  in  truth,  -without 
disguise,  is  getting  better  fast,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will,  in  one  week,  be 
on  bis  horse  again.  Now  this  you  will  mention  to  no  one  but  my  wife, 
and  to  her,  only  for  thia  reason.  She  may  hear,  for  the  whole  Array  and 
all  comers  and  goers  know,  that  one  of  us  is  aiok  ;  and  they  may  not  know 
which  of  ike  two  it  is.  Again,  you  know  that  Solomon  is  often  called 
General  Van  Rensselaer.  Now  ahonld  any  report  reach  Albany  to  alarm 
either  the  General's  or  Solomon's  friends,  then  out  with  yoiir  letter  and 
explain  the  matter :  and  then,  let  no  one  doubt,  for  upon  my  Honor,  it  is 
just  as  I  state.  I  have  no  doubt  Solomon  will  heweU'ia  six  days,  he  may 
be  a  little  weak.  We  are  every  few  days,  deluged  in  water,  such  storms 
of  rain  and  wind  I  think  I  never  experienced,  the  cloth  of  my  Tent  is 
mere  seive  stuff:  every  third  night  I  get  wet  as  a  Muskrat.  But  in  the 
worst  of  it  I  sing,  in  proper  tune.  "  No  burning  heata  by  day,  Nor  blasts 
of  evening  air.  Shall  take  my  health  away,  If  God  be  with  me  there." 
As  yet  He  Aas  been  with  me  in  great  mercy,  and  I  have  an  humble  confi- 
dence in  the  continuation  of  the  same  protection.  I  feel  safe;  for  I  feel 
myself  in  duty.  I  am  glad  I  came  ;  I  am  glad  on  my  own  account.  I 
ara  glad  on  the  General's  account,  for,  I  take  my  duty  as  it  comes,  I  do 
believe  I  can  discharge  it  as  well  as  any  other  man  ;  as  yet,  I  believe  my 
conduct  has  met  the  General's  entire  approbation.  He  treats  Solomon 
and  me  with  great  kindness  and  confidence ;  indeed  I  believe  hia  confi- 
dence in  us  is  such  that,  in  our  respeetive  departments,  be  would  not  ex- 
change us  for  any  other  two.  He  has  been  much  worried  at  Solomon's 
illness;  but  now  cheers  up  again;  he  continues  in  his  Marquee,  but  it  ia 
cold  enough  to  make  an  os  shiver.  Fray  go  and  esplain  thia  line  to  my 
wife.  Tell  her  if  she  will  hold  out  thro'  tbia  campaign  y^'ithaut  fidgeting 
I'll  promise  to  love  her  as  long  as  I  live.  Brock  is  probably  now  watch- 
ing Harrison, 'and  I  fear  our  Neighbors  have  aome  good  Newa,  the  Broad 
Flag  waa  flying  all  the  day  before  yest-erday  at  Fort  .Erie  that's  all  I  know. 
Four  days  ago  the  Royal  George  cut  out  a  Vessel,  the  Lady  Murray,  from 
the  mouth  of  Genesee  River,  of  this  we  have  official  information.  Do 
not  start  if  within  three  mails  Idate  "  Canada."  I  tell  you  we  are  going  to 
work.  Yours  Ever, 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  John  Lovett. 

MoQOT  Lmett  to  Joseph  Alexander. 
Dear  Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Oct,  8,  1812. 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  the  General  procured  a  man  to  cross  the  river. 
He  returned  with  information  which  fully  warranted  an  attack.  Orders 
were  actually  issued  to  put  the  Troops  in  motion.  But  during  some  dis- 
cussions upon  a  question  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  mention,  the  re- 
inforcements of  the  Enemy,  with  sis  pieces  of  Ordnance  passed  into  the 
very  work  we  were  that  night  (night  before  last)  to  storm.  The  design 
waa  abandoned  to  the  infinite  mortification  of  some  brave  fellows,  and 
none  more  than  Solomon,  who  swore  that  dead  or  alive,  he  would  go  in 
the  first  Boat.  But  don't  scout  us,  we  shall  go.  Solomon  is  now  getting 
better,  the  General  in  perfect  health  and  I  am  hearty  as  a  Bullock. 
William  Lush  has  just  arrived  here.  Van  Veohteo  has  been  written  to 
on  a  certain  subject:  be  is  now  absent:  you  therefore  must  take  hia 
place.  Should  my  Statement  appear  relative  to  a  proposed  Duel,  whea 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  was  Principal,  and  John  Lovett  2nd,  and  Peter 
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B-  Porter,  Principal  and  Doctor  Wilson  2nd,  jou  are  to  give  me  the 
eovHest  notice.  The  publioation  of  P.  B.  P.,  as  a  "  Rascal,  Poltroon  and 
Coward"  is  only  suspended  at  present  for  prudential  reasons. 

Our  Genera!  is  braTe,  but  still  prudent :  his  conduct  yet  is  unclouded, 
and  I  trust  in  heaven  it  will  continue  and  end  so.  One  month  vrill  change 
things  much  for  the  better  or  vjorse.     Mj  love  to  all,  and  God  bless  jou. 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  J.  Lovett. 

Qen.  Tan  Rensselaer  to  Gen.  Dearborn. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  Oct.  8th,  1812. 

It  is  now  nearly  three  months  since,  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  my 
country,  t  took  the  field  to  form  and  discipline  an  army,  and  to  shape  and 
direct  a  campaign  on  the  very  extensive  frontiers  of  this  state.  This  serv- 
ice, even  in  prospect,  presented  innumerable  difGculties  and  embarrass- 
ments. Thus  far  I  have  met  them  in  that  manner  which  my  own  mind 
justifies  and  I  trust  my  country  will  approve.  After  a  general  review  of 
our  frontiers,  my  own  judgment  did  not  suffer  me  to  doubt  that  the  Niagara 
river  must  be  the  scene  of  our  decisive  operations,  and  I  selected  this 
neighbourhood  as  the  place  best  adapted  to  our  measures,  and  here  en- 
camped. Well  knowing  that  the  duties  of  the  station  you  hold  were 
complicated  and  embarrassing,  I  have  patiently  endured  much,  that  the 
affairs  of  my  department  might  embarrass  you  less.  The  crisis  through 
which  I  have  passed  for  the  last  month  has  been  trying  indeed  ;  particu- 
lars upon  this  occasion  are  unnecessary ;  but  the  result  has  justified  my 
measures  and  I  am  satisfied.  Yet  I  am  well  aware  that  any  merit  which 
may  be  attached  to  this  negative  service,  will  not  satisfy  the  expectations 
of  my  country :  to  have  barely  escaped  disaster,  will  not  be  thought 
enough;  the  object  of  the  war  remains  unaccomplished,  a  new  crisis  is 
opening,  and  as  in  it,  you,  sir,  as  well  as  I,  have  a  deep  stake  of  responsi- 
bility, I  shall  with  great  freedom,  state  to  you  a  number  of  facts,  submit- 
ting my  opinions  connected  with  them,  and  with  deference  leave  the 
general  conclusion  to  your  own  judgment ;  and  as  the  honor  and  interests 
of  the  United  States,  your  own  character  and  mice,  are  most  intimately 
connected  in  the  subject  of  deliberation,  1  hope  and  trust  it  may  receive 
all  the  attention  which  its  importance  merits. 

The  "United  States  declared  the  war.  One  army  has  surrendered  in 
disgrace,  and  another  has  but  little  more  than  escaped  the  reiteration  of 
the  blow.  The  National  character  is  degraded  and  the  disgrace  will  re- 
main corroding  the  public  feeling  and  spirit,  until  another  campaign ; 
unless  it  be  instantly  wiped  away  by  a  brilliant  elosc  of  this.  A  detail  of 
particulars  is  needless  :  you,  sir,  know  service.  Our  best  troops  are  raw ; 
many  of  them  dejected  by  the  distress  their  families  sufier  by  their 
absence,  and  many  have  not  necessary  clothing :  we  are  in  a  cold 
country,  the  season  is  far  advanced,  and  unusually  inclement ;  we  are 
half  the  time  deluged  with  rain.  The  blow  must  be  struck  soon,  or 
all  the  toil  and  expense  of  the  campaign  go  for  nothing  or  worse  than 
nothing,  for  the  whole  will  be  tinged  with  dishonour.  With  niy  present 
force,  it  would  be  rash  to  attempt  offensive  operations.  I  have  only  seven- 
teen hundred  effective  men  [His  reinforcements  had  not  then  arrived]  of 
the  militia  on  this  whole  line.  The  regular  troops  have  nearly  all  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo,  except  Schuyler's  regiment.  The  bateaus  have 
not  arrived  and  I  learn  they  very  narrowly  escaped  the  Royal  Greorge,  at 
the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  where  she  had  just  cut  out  the  schooner  Lady 
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Marray,  and  a  Revenue  Cutter.  But  two  or  three  companies  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania troops  had  arrived  at  Buffalo,  when  I  receiveiJ  my  last  advice 
from  thence. 

Under  these  circutostances  and  the  impressions  necessarily  resulting 
from  them,  I  am  adopting  decisive  measures  for  closing  the  fall  campaign  ; 
but  shall  wait  your  approbation  of  the  plan,  and  the  arrival  of  a  competent 
force  to  execute  it.  I  have  summoned  Maj.  Gen.  Hall,  Brig,  Gen.  Smyth, 
and  tl  e  commandants  of  the  United  States  Regiments,  to  meet  me  on  a 
cousultat  on  ;  and  I  am  well  aware  that  soma  opinions  entitled  to  great 
respect  w  11  be  offered  for  crossing  the  Niagara  a  little  below  Fort  Erie, 
and  parsu  ng  the  march  down  the  river.  I  think  this  plan  liable  to  many 
object  o  s  The  enemy  have  works  at  almost  every  point,  and  even  an 
infer  or  force  might  hold  us  in  check  and  render  our  march  slow ;  by 
tak  n"  ip  the  bridges  at  Chippewa,  they  might  greatly  embarrass  us;  the 
cleared  country  is  but  a  mile  or  two  wide  ;  one  flank  would  be  constantly 
1  able  to  be  galled  by  Indians  from  the  swamps  ;  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and  the  height  of  the  banks  render 
tra  sportation  across  the  river  impracticable;  of  course,  our  supplies  must 
follow  tl  e  line  of  march,  with  the  trouble  and  haaard  of  them  every  day 
increas  n"  ;  and  should  the  enemy  retreat  from  Gen.  Harrison,  they  would 
have  a  do  ible  object  in  intercepting  our  supplies ;  and  by  falling  on  our 
rear,  and  cutting  off'  our  communication,  we  might  experience  the  fate  of 
Hull's  army.  Besides  these,  and  many  other  objections,  there  is  no 
object  on  that  side,  until  we  should  arrive  at  the  eommanding  heights  of 
Queenstown,  which  are  opposite  my  camp. 

The  proposal  which  I  shall  submit  to  the  Council  will  be,  that  we  im- 
mediately concentrate  the  regular  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  Niagara 
and  the  militia  here,  make  the  best  possible  dispositions,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  regulars  shaU  pan  from,  the  Fov/r-m,ile  Greek  to  a  point  in  (he 
rear  of  the  works  of  Fort  George,  and  take  it  by  storm :  J  will  pass  the 
riv^  here,  and  carry  the  heights  of  Queeastowa. 

Should  we  succeed,  we  shall  effect  a  great  discomfiture  of  the  enemy  by 
breaking  their  line  of  communication,  driving  their  shipping  from  the 
moatb  of  this  river,  leaving  them  no  rallying  point  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  appalling  the  minds  of  the  Canadians,  and  opening  a  wide  and 
safe  oommunioation  for  our  supplies.  We  shall  save  our  own  land,  wipe 
away  part  of  tbe  score  of  our  past  disgrace,  get  excellent  barracks  and 
winter  quarters,  and  at  the  least  be  prepared  for  an  early  campaign  an- 
other year.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  Council  ahall  be  known,  I  shall 
advise  you  of  it,  I  have  received  year  letter  of  the  SSth  ultimo,  and 
shall  acquaint  Mr.  Harrison  with  your  direction.  I  regret  the  alownessi 
of  the  mail.  I  have  furnished  an  escort  for  it  from  this  to  Buffalo. 
With  great  respect  and  consideration,  &o, 

Hon,  Major  Gen.  Dearborn,  Stephem  Van  Rensselaee. 

"  From  this  letter,  it  will  appear  to  any  professional  man  acquainted  with 
the  country,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  enemy  at  that  time,  that, 
although  Gen,  Van  Rensselaer  was  not  a  military  man,  he  reasons  very 
much  like  a  soldier ;  the  counter  currents  under  the  opposite  shores,  and 
the  narrowness  of  the  river  (three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide),  ren- 
dered it  the  preferable  traverse;  and  as  to  the  plan  of  the  enterprise 
which  he  had  finally  determ,ined  on,  it  was  so  simple  and  so  perfect,  thaf> 
an  act  of  God  alone  could  have  prevented  the  success,  which  would  have 
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reflected  honor  on  a  roaster  of  the  tvade.  The  ground  is  so  mneh  elevated 
at  Lewiston  and  Queenston,  that  it  may  be  called  a  mountain ;  it  is  an 
immense  platform  which  overlooks  the  plain  below,  until  it  is  terminated 
by  Late  Ontario.  Of  consequence,  every  movement  from  Port  G-eorge 
would  have  been  under  the  general's  eye,  as  well  as  that  of  the  of&oer  at 
Fort  Niagara.  It  was  General  Van  Rensselaer's  intention,  to  have 
marched  General  Smyth  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  regular  troops, 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Pour -mile  creek,  by  the  new  road  cat  for  the  purpose, 
there  to  have  been  held  in  readiness  to  embark  at  a  minute's  notice. 
Queenstown  was  then  to  be  attacked ;  and  as  it  was  guarded  by  two  com- 
panies of  the  49th  regiment,  with  a  party  of  militia  and  Indians  only,  it 
would  have  been  carried-  with  the  battery  on  the  heights,  as  afterwards 


e  operations,  within  hearing  of  Port  George,  could  not  fail  to  draw 
forth  the  garrison  to  sustain  the  post  of  Queenston,  and  repel  the  in- 
vaders; and  as  soon  as  the  British  column  was  discovered  in  motion, 
General  Smyth  would  have  embarked  by  a  signal,  and  when  it  approached 
Queenstown  he  would  have  been  ordered  by  a  courier,  to  proceed  to  the 
attack  of  Fort  George,  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated  more  than 
twenty  minutes,  and  being  deprived  of  its  garrison,  resistance  would  have 
been  vain.  That  so  feasible  a  plan,  and  one  of  sach  importance  to  the 
national  honour  and  interests  should  have  failed  was  to  be  deplored,  and 
the  occasion  certainly  pr^ented  a  fair  subject  for  inquiry;  because  it 
could  not  have  happened  without  some  fault,  which,  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  should  have  been  ascertained,  especially  when  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer defied  investigation  j  but  the  crooked  policy  of  a  corrupt  cabinet 
will  not  bear  inquiry." 

M<(jor  General  Roll  fa  Gen.  Van  Jlensselaer. 
Sir,  Buffalo  Oct  10.  1812. 

Yesterday  morning,  about  three  oolock,  Lieut.  Elliott,  with  two  Boats, 
cut  out  of  the  harbour  at  Erie,  two  Brigs,  Adams  and  Caladonia.  But 
unfortunately  they  both  grounded ;  the  Adams  on  the  west  side  of  Squaw 
Island  and  the  other  directly  opposite  Swifts  Barracks.  Our  first,  and 
great  misfortune  was  from  a  cannon  ball  fired  from  the  enemy  which  struck 
Major  Cuyler,  and  tore  one  hand,  and  went  thro'  his  body,  he  fell  dead 
from  his  horse  instantly.  It  was  the  first  shot  that  was  fired,  he  was  riding 
on  the  beach  a  number  of  gentlemen  near  him, 

A  number  of  American  Prisoners,  and  some  Citizens  were  on  hoard  and 
relieved,  all  of  which  got  safe  on  shore  unhurt.  Our  loss  was  very  trifling 
three  or  four  men  were  killed,  and  seven  wounded  two  or  three  badly. 
The  enemy  kept  up  a  brisk  cannonading  for  some  time,  and  continued 
firing  thro'  the  day,  occasionally.  The  Adams  changed  owners  three 
times  in  the  course  of  the  day,  our  troops  went  on  board  just  at  evening, 
took  three  prisoners,  and  burnt  the  vessel.  She  was  much  shot  to  pieces, 
and  it  is  said  she  had  6  Twenty  four,  and  Eighteen  Pounders  in  her  hold, 
and  some  smaller  ones.  The  Caledonia  was  loaded  principally  with  Pork, 
about  one  half  of  which  was  unloaded  yesterday.  The  24  and  18  Pound- 
ers from  the  British  Batteries,  however,  prevented  our  men  from  working, 
several  balU  were  fired  through  the  vessel  in  the  course  of  the  day  —  one 
man  was  killed.  No  officer,  except  Major  Cuyler,  has  even  been  wounded. 
I  have  not  yet  had  time,  having  no  ready  assistance,  to  get  an  exact  return 
andlist  of  the  Prisoners  named  —  the  whole  will  exceed  forty,  two  Captains 
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were  taken.  Will  you  gWe  directions  respecting  tte  Prisoners.  We  liaTe 
but  few  troops  here,  and  Buffalo  too  is  an  unsafe  place.  If  the  officers 
are  to  be  paroled,  wi!)  you  give  the  necessary  directions.  I  find  that  our 
brave  Militia  do  not  like  Cannon  ball  much.  I  saw  Genera!  Smyth,  yes- 
terday, he  could  not  tell  the  day  when  he  would  attend  at  Niagara  (this 
was  for  the  Consultation),  I  am  &c 

Major  General  Van  Renaselaar.  A.  Hall  M.  Genl. 

(Jen.  Van,  Benadaer  to  Oen.  HdU. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  Inst.  But  have  not  leisure  to 
answer  it  in  detail.     Mostsincerely  (lol  lament  the  death  of  Major  Cuyler. 

One  Division  of  Capt.  Hanea'  Troop  will  remain  at  Buffalo  :  the  other 
will  come  on  here. 

For  the  present  you  had  better  send  the  PriBODers  into  the  interior. 

Major  Gen.  Hall.  I  am  &c. 

William  Howe  Cuyler  was  aid-de-camp  to  General  Hall,  exceedingly 
brave,  a  "fine  nohle  fellow,  who  cou/rfa^joff^sSe  depended  on."  "  On  Octo- 
ber 9th,  he  was  instantly  killed,  while  guiding  some  vessels  with  a  lantern  io 
his  hand,  hy  a  ball  from  the  artillery  across  the  river  on  the  Canada  side. 
He  had  been  in  the  saddle  all  night,  and  had  just  left  a  warehouse  where 
rigging  was  procured  for  warping  in  the  British  armed  vessel  Caledonia 
captured  by  Lieut.  Jesse  D.  Elliott." 

Col.  Van  Benseelaer  io  hie  Wife. 
My  dear  Harriot,  Lewiaton  lOth  October,  1812. 

This  letter  may  he  the  last  you  will  receive  from  me ;  If  it  is,  let  me 
beg  of  you  sometimes  to  cherisb  my  memory  and  forget  any  uukindnesB 
you  may  have  received  from  me,  for  whenever  an  unbind  word  has  fallen 
from  me,  be  assured  it  was  not  owing  to  any  want  of  attachment  to  you, 
but  to  the  unhappy  state  of  my  mind  at  that  moment,  owing  to  my  em- 
barrassment and  the  persecution  of  my  Political  enemies  who  even  pursiie 
me  to  this  quarter  of  the  Globe.  My  attachment  to  you  has  ever  been 
warm  and  undivided  and  so  it  Shall  Bemaiu  to  the  last  moment  of  my 
existence  and  if  it  should  please  Heaven  to  guard  me  from  danger  this 
Dight,  I  will  when  I  return  shew  by  my  actions  what  I  now  express,  but 
should  it  be  otherwise  Decreed  let  me  beg  of  you  to  think  kindly  of  me 
and  meet  my  fall  with  fortitude.  My  own  and  the  Patroons  Beputatioos 
require  that  the  sacrifice  should  be  made.  If  I  should  Succeed,  it  will 
redound  to  my  Honor  and  Much  to  yours  and  our  dear  little  one's  advan- 
tage. Oh  !  if  I  could  give  you  all  a  parting  kiss  how  happy  I  would  be. 
Support  yourself  with  fortitude  on  their  account  and  remember  they  can- 
not do  without  yoM.  My  service  has  been  very  irksome  since  I  left  you, 
owing  to  your  situation,  never  in  my  life  have  I  been  so  impatient  to 
return  home  to  comfort  you  under  your  affliction.  My  Enterprise  this 
night  will  shorten  our  separation,  if  I  survive  I  shall  soon  be  with  you, 
how  pleasing  the  Idea  and  how  Happy  will  be  that  moment.  I  go  to 
storm  an  important  post  of  the  enemy.  Young  Lush  and  Gansevoort 
attend  me.  I  must  succeed,  or  you  my  dear  Harriot,  will  never  see  me 
again.  If  so,  let  me  entreat  you  to  meet  my  fall  with  fortitude  ;  and  be 
assured,  my  dear,  lovely,  but  unfortunate  wife,  that  luy  last  prayer  will 
be  lor  you  and  my  dear  children.    I  wish  to  write  much  more  but  I 
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must  prepare  for  the  Assault.  This  letter  will  he  put  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Lovett  until  the  event  is  over.  I  have  written  to  the  Patroon  about 
you  and  the  children.  Adieu,  kiss  all  the  children  for  me,  mention  me  to 
all  ;  and  may  God  bless  and  preserve  you  my  dear  lovely  Harriot  is  the 
fervBQt  prayer  of  your  affectionate  and  sincere  Husband, 

Sot.  Van  KENa8Br.AEE. 
.    Mrs.  Harriot  Van  Eensselaer,  Mount  Hope. 

This  is  much  blotted  hy  the  tears  of  the  soldier's  wife. 
PMUp  P.  Yan  BensMlaer  to  Col,  Yan  Senssdaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany  Oct.  13,  1812. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  you  was  blessed  with  an  addition  to  your  family, 
of  a  fine  young  San,  large,  fat  and  regular  in  ail  his  limbs  and  features. 
Dr.  Stearns  says,  Bethlehem  cannot  boast  of  a  finer  Boy.  Yes,  he  is  the 
image  of  your  unfortunate  son  "  Van  Vechten,"  whose  sou!,  I  trust,  is  gone 
to  yonder  realms  above,  where  all  is  joy,  peace,  harmony  and  love.  Harriet 
is  as  well  as  can  be  expected.  I  saw  her  this  morning,  her  joy  is  great, 
faer  gratitude  inexpressible.  Her  Mother  is  with  her,  no  language  can 
adequately  describe  her  feelings.  *  *  *  This  morning  I  had  hold  of 
Major  Philip  V.  R.'s  hand  in  the  street,  say  to  the  Patroon  all  are  well. 
Yours  with  respect, 

Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Lewiston.         Ph.  P.  Van  Rensselaer. 

The  enemv  had  moved  some  boats  from  the  landing  at  Queenston,  down 
the  river,  this  excited  alarm,  and  late  that  night  a  rumor  ran  through  the 
oamp,  that  the  garrison  was  actually  summoned  to  surrender.  The  clamor 
for  active  operations  became  ao  importunate  that  General  Van  Rensselaer, 
who  had  received  intimations  by  letter  from  the  commander -in.  chief,  that 
the  invasion  of  Canada  was  expected,  decided  that  the  time  for  action  had 
arrived,  and  to  make  an  immediate  attack  on  Queenston  and  wipe  out  the 
disgrace  of  Hull's  surrender.  Resolved  to  gratify  his  own  inclinatione 
and  those  of  his  army,  by  commencing  offensive  operations,  he  arranged 
.  with  this  view  a  plan  to  be  submitted,  and  then  summoned  his  principal 
officers  to  a  council  of  war.  It  was  very  plain  that  Gen.  Smyth,  his  second 
in  command,  had  no  cordial  disposition  to  act  in  concert  with  him,  and 
delayed  specifying  a  time  for  holding  the  council,  till  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer seeing  the  prospect  of  a  meeting  was  as  remote  as  ever,  could  no 
longer  withhold  his  orders  for  offensive  measures.  The  attack  was  to 
have  been  made  on  the  10th  of  October,  accordingly,  thirteen  boats,  capa^ 
ble  of  transporting  three  hundred  and  forty  men  with  their  equipments, 
were  brought  down  under  cover  of  the  night,  upon  wagons,  from  Gill 
creek,  two  miles  above  the  falls,  and  launched  in  the  river  at  the  only 
practicable  spot  at  the  time,  at  the  present,  Lewiston  ferry.  Lieut.  Col. 
Eenwiok's  flying  artillery  were  ordered  to  be  up  in  season  from  Fort 
^Niagara.  Gen.  Smyth  was  also  directed  to  send  down  so  much  of  his 
command  as  could  be  spared. 

Idevt.  Col.  Fentdek  to  Oen.  Yan  Eensselaer. 
Sir,  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  Is  of  opinion,  after  the  ammunition  and  ordnance 
stores  are  removed,  that  a  subaltern's  goard  will  be  sufficient  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  boats  and  the  remaining  stores ;  and  that  his  officers  and 
men,  full  of  ardour,  and  anxious  to  give  their  country  a  proof  of  their  pa- 
triotism, by  being  engaged  in  the  flrst  expedition,  induces  me  to  solicit,  as 
a/avor,  that  jou  will  allow  him  and  his  detachment  to  accompany  me  this 
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nigbt.  I  think  it  essential,  that,  if  a  blow  is  struck,  it  should  place  ua 
upoQ  such  ground  as  will  prevent  the  enemy  from  giving  us  a  check.  Col. 
Christie,  after  placing  a  strong  guard,  and  invalids,  can  march  with  three 
hundred  effectives.  As  silence  will  be  necessary  on  our  march  toLeviston, 
would  you  permit  two  cavalry  to  attend  mo,  that  the  sentries  on  the  road 
may  be  acquainted  with  our  movements,  I  am  &o.  &c. 

Qen.  Van  Bensselaer  to  Limit.  Ool.  FenwUA. 
Sir,  Head-Quarters,  Lewiston  Oct.  10,  1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  evening,  acquainting  me  that  Lieut. 
Col.  Christie  is  desirous  of  marching  with  his  men  to  this  place,  to  share 
in  the  contemplated  movement.  Upon  Col.  Christie's  leaving  a  sufficient 
guard  for  the  ordnance  stores,  I  most  cheerfully  grant  hia  requ^t.  But 
it  wil!  be  necessary  for  him  to  march  by  11  o'clock  this  night,  to  be  here 
in  season.  I  am  &c.  &e. 

Lieut.  Col.  Fenwick. 

To  avoid  attraotiag  the  attention  of  the  British,  the  regiments  left  at 
different  hours. 

"  The  attack  was  to  be  made  at  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
by  crossing  over  in  boats  from  the  old  ferry,  opposite  the  heights.  To 
avoid  any  embarrassraent  in  crossing  the  river,  (which  is  here  a  sheet  of 
violent  eddies)  experienced  boatmen  were  procured  to  take  the  boats  from  the 
landing  below,  to  the  plaoe  of  embarkation.  Lieut.  Sim  was  considered  the 
man  of  the  greatest  skill  for  this  service;  he  went  ahead,  and,  in  the  extreme 
darkness,  passed  the  intended  plaoe  far  op  rivetj  and  there  in  tho  most  ex- 
traordinary manner,  fastenedhisboatto  the  shore,  and  abandoned  the  detach- 
ment [that  is,  "be  fled  as  fast  as  the  iegs  of  a  traitor  or  coward  could  carry 
hira,"]  In  Oiis  front  boat  he  had  carried  nearly  alt  the  oars  which  were  pre- 
pared for  the  boats.  The  others  consequently  could  not  follow  without  oars, 
and  in  the  foremost  boat  the  poltroon  soon  disappeared  in  the  gloom.  They 
waited  for  him  to  discover  and  correct  his  mistake,  but  in  vain.  In  this 
agonizing  dilemma  stood  officers  and  men,  whose  ardor  had  not  been  cooled 
by  exposure  through  the  night,  to  one  of  the  most  tremendous  north-east 
storms,  which  continued  unabated  for  twenty-eight  hours,  aud  deluged 
the  whole  camp.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  to  have  commanded  The 
detachment.  The  soldiers  endured  the  fierce  blasts  and  the  falling  flood 
until  almost  daylight,  when  they  were  slowly  marched  to  their  respective 
cantonments,  and  the  much  desired  enterprise  was  for  that  time  unvfil- 
lingly  abandoned.  The  general -in-chief  again  determined  to  seek  council 
of  his  brother  officers,  hoping  the  patience  of  his  troops  would  brook 
farther  delay.  He  was  mistaken,  the  calls  for  action  were  more  imperious. 
The  miscarriage  and  the  cruel  desertion  of  Sims  only  increased  their 
ardor,  and  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  found  it  nec^sary  to  renew  the  attempt." 

This  contre-temps  failure  was  a  sad  annoyance  to  the  troops  who  had 
expressed  through  various  channels,  in  the  shape  of  an  alternative,  that 
they  must  have  orders  to  act,  or,  at  al!  hazards,  they  would  go  home  I 
The  ahernative  which  Gen.  V.  R.  thought  his  own  reputation  and  the 
good  of  the  service  required  him  to  adopt,  was  still  to  take  the  troops  at 
their  word,  and  lead  them  into  action. 
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Miyor  J.  B.  MuUany  to  &en.  Van  Senstdaer. 
Sir,  Fort  Niagara. 

It  is  with  pain  I  am  induced  to  complain  at  the  neglect  of  excluding 
me  from  the  command  of  the  lufantrj  marched  from  here  this  morning. 
DoTihtless,  Sir,  you  are  aware  I  was  the  first  Field  Officer,  of  the  U.  S. 
Army  arrived  on  these  lines,  and  might  in  justice  expect  to  be  employed 
on  the  first  expedition.  1  cannot  yet  eonviace  myself  I  am  neglected ; 
and  trust  you  will  honor  me  with  a  station  in  the  expedition  this  night. 
I  am,  with  esteem  and  Respect 

Sir.  Your  most  Obt.  Svrt. 
J.  E.  MuLtAisY,  Major  U.  S.  Infantry. 
Major  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Gen  Van  Rensselaer  to  Major  MuUany. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiaton,  lOth  Oct.,  1812. 

I  should  have  ordered  you  to  this  place  with  the  Dotaohment  of  Infantry 
just  arrived  from  Fo'rt  Niagara,  but  it  is  necessary  that  jou  should  crosa 
in  the  course  of  the  night  at  another  point.     When  Ooi.  Fenwick  arrives, 
with  the  United  States  Troops,  jou  will  receive  ynur  orders. 
Major  J.  R.  Mullany.  I  am,  &c. 


Major  Oen.  Brock  to  Gen. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Fort  G-eorge,  11th  October  1812. 

Eeoent  events  having  placed  a  few  British  officers  and  Soldiers  at  your 
disposal,  as  Prisoners  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  for  your  con- 
sideration an  immediate  exchange.  Should  there  exist  any  difficulty  in 
acceding  to  this  arrangement,  I  entertain  a  well  grounded  hope  that  you 
will  make  no  objection  to  allow  the  officers  and  men  to  return  immediately 
on  their  parole. 

Major  Evans,  the  bearer  of  this  communication,  is  authorized  to  enter 
into  any  arrangement  that  you  may  feel  disposed  to  make  on  the  above 
subject.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  respect 

Sir,  Your  Obt.  hnmWe  Servant 

Isaac  Brook,  Major  General. 
Major  Genl.  V.  Rensselaer,  Commanding  Lewiston. 

The  above  was  the  last  communication  which  Genl.  Brook  made  to  Ckn, 
Van  Rensselaer.  He  fell  early  on  the  13th,  while  acting  on  foot  at  the 
head  of  two  companies  of  the  49th,  they  had  been  broken,  and  he  was 
attempting  to  rally  them.  "  He  was  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  aged 
flftyrthree  years,  full  middling  size,  stout,  muscular,  brave,  active,  a  real 
soldier  and  a  great  mau.  He  fell  at  the  head  of  his  men,  while  cheering 
them  on  to  action.  It  is  stated  that  when  leading  on  bis  men,  he  laid  his 
hand  on  his  breast  exclaiming,  'Mere  is  a  breaU  for  your  Yankee  hoik, 
shoot  me  i/yov,  can.'" 

Bon.  Abraham,  Van  VecMm  to  Solomon  Fom  Retiii^aer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany,  October  12,  1812. 

I  have  for  five  weeks  past  been  constantly  attending  Court  or  travelling 
to  &  from  them.  This  wiil  account  for  my  not  writing  you.  Harriet 
has  commissioned  me  to  be  her  Scribe.  She  &  the  Family  are  in  good 
health.  The  care  of  the  Farm  &  her  household  occupy  her  whole  time. 
She  says  that  she  trusts  you  will  not  be  found  backward  when  duty  re- 
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quires  you  to  fight,  but  hopes  at  the  same  tim  th  t  y  w  11  not  court 
danger  wantonly.  In  this  I  concur  sineerly.  Ti  tu  t  n  y  u  are  in, 
and  the  General's  reputation  forbid  rashneaa.  T  h  n  t!  Enemy  im- 
properly would  be  cenaurable,  but  to  seek  him  un  1  m  n  f  at  disad- 
vantagea  would  be  madneaa.  You  are  conaid  da  th  uGdential 
Counsellor  at  Head  Quarters,  of  course  you  will    h       tl  [.onaibility 

of  every  Disaster.  There  are  men  who  feel  disp  d  t  w  t  h  for  oppor- 
tuoities  to  cast  imputations  upon  the  General.  He  should  therefore  be 
on  his  guard  against  their  Machinations.  It  would  ill  behove  him  to 
jeopardize  the  lives  of  the  men  under  his  oommand  merely  to  repel  inju- 
rious and  unfounded  Surmises  on  the  one  hand,  while  on  the  other  it 
would  be  no  less  improper  to  screen  them  from  danger,  when  he  has  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  executing  successfully  a  useful  enterprise.  The 
Enemy  are  no  doubt  well  prepared  for  your  reception,  and  have  the  ad- 
vantage greatly  in  every  esaeotiai  particular.  If  you  fight  &  are  beaten 
your  force  is  of  a  description  not  to  be  rallied.  These  oiroumstances 
present  considerations  which  deserve  to  be  maturely  weighed.  I  throw 
them  out  from  motives  which  I  am  persuaded  will  be  justly  appreoiated. 
General  Dearborn  is  becoming  yery  odious.  His  fretfulnesa  towards  & 
abuse  of  the  Conscript  officers  who  call  upon  him  for  Supplies  creates 
much  dissatisfaction. 

Southwick  is  preparing  a  report  of  hia  Trial  for  the  preas;  when  it 
comes  out  I  will  send  you  a  copy.  Tell  Lovett  his  Family  are  well,  I 
will  write  him  in  a  day  or  two.  His  wife  says,  she  expects  the  fatness  of 
the  Gamp  will  make  him  plump  and  strong  and  disqualify  him^c  running. 
Finally  beware  of  being  Hull'd.  If  you  are,  many  of  the  democrats  will 
rejoice,  they  want  a  set  off.     Let  me  conjure  you  not  to  furnish  it. 

iToura  sincerely,  Ab.  Van  Vecoten, 

Col,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston. 

Except  in  some  minor  details,  the  arrangements  for  another  attempt  at 
invasion,  were  the  same  as  on  the  last.  "  The  previously  eseited  ardor 
seemed  to  have  gained  new  heat  from  the  late  miscarriage ;  the  brave  were 
mortified  to  atop  short  of  their  object,  and  the  timid  thought  laurels  half 
won  by  the  attempt."  The  boats  were  brought  back  afler  daylight,  and 
left  on  the  shore  opposite  Queenston,  where  they  remained  the  two  sub- 
sequent days  in  full  sight,  and  within  musket  shot  of  the  enemy.  TThe 
Niagara  river  being  but  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide  at  this 
place,  a  British  sentinel  was  killed  at  his  post  by  a  shot  from  our  side.) 
The  appearance  was  regarded  as  a  feint,  and  they  became  impressed  with 
a  belief,  that  they  were  intended  to  carry  an  armament  down  the  river 
against  Fort  George.  Our  operations  at  and  near  Fort  Niagara  (of  a  con- 
siderable battery)  which  they  had  htely  seen  effected  opposite  that  post, 
confirmed  the  belief  to  such  a  degree,  that  their  principal  force  was 
Stationed  there;  and  when  Gen.  Brock  was  afterwards  first  informed  of 
the  firing  at  Queenston,  he  declared  that  it  could  not  possibly  be  au  at- 
tack ;  "  It  was  nothing  more  than  the  war  between  sentinels."  To  all 
this,  in  connection  with  their  fttith  in  the  impregnable  nature  of  the  place, 
we  may  ascribe  the  reason  why  they  were  so  weakly  garrisoned  here ; 
and  that  they  were  so,  was  divulged  to  us  through  such  sources  as  une- 
quivocally to  justify  an  attack,  and  it  was  decided  that  it  should  be  made 
under  my  direction  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  During  the  two  inter- 
vening 4ayS|  although  yet  suffering  under  the  efi'eets  of  a  fever,  by  which 
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I  had  been  confined  to  my  bed  until  near  the  moraent  of  being  called  out 
to  lead  the  first  intended  expedition,  I  was  constantly  employed  in  per- 
Bonally  attendiog  to  complete  the  arrangements  for  battle,  and  in  instruct- 
ing the  different  participators  in  the  particular  duties  to  be  assigned  them ; 
every  preparation  deemed  essential  was  made  under  my  own  inspection. 

To  render  the  success  more  certain,  a  large  number  of  boats  were  re- 
quired, to  make  another  trial,  directly  in  front  of  the  enemies'  works,  as 
it  was  the  only  assailable  place.  Calculations  were  made  for  them,  upon 
the  promise  of  Gen.  Smyth  at  Port  Niagara.  He  was  not  only  to  send 
the  boats  to  Lewiston,  but  was  to  have  crossed  the  river  himself  with  part 
of  hia  command  of  700  regulars  and  make  an  attack  on  Fort  George  at 
the  concerted  moment,  but  neither  of  these  arrangements  did  he  carry 
into  efiect.  Mr.  Cook,  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of  Lewiston,  (father 
of  the  Hon.  Bates  Gook,  lately  a  member  of  congress,  who,  with  one  or 
more  brothers,  volunteered  bis  services  for  the  occasion),  was  this  time 
entrusted  with  the  duty  of  procuring  trustworthy  boatmen,  at  whatever 
expense ;  and  they,  with  the  boats,  were  put  under  his  direction.  To  Mr, 
Lovett  was  committed  the  management  of  the  fire  from  the  eighteen-gun 
battory  on  the  heights  of  Lewiston.  This  was  an  important  duty,  as  the 
balls  from  this  battory  were  to  pass  over  the  beads  of  the  assauhing  party, 
in  order  to  reach  the  enemy  in  the  village  of  Queenston,  The  duty  in 
the  result  was  satisfactorily  performed,  though  at  the  espense  of  Major 
Lovett'a  hearing.  "  It  being  dark,  he  stooped  close  to  the  gun  to  observe 
its  aim,  when  it  was  suddenly  discharged,  and  the  concussion  so  injured 
his  ears  "  that  he  never  recovered  from  the  astounding  effects  of  his  own 
fire.  Col.  Tan  Rensselaer  was  obliged  several  times  to  visit  the  British 
head  quarters  on  business,  also  to  attend  to  the  wants  in  clothing  and 
other  articles  for  the  unfortunate  prisoners  of  war  in  Gen.  Hull's  army. 

"  On  my  last  visit  there,  the  very  day  before  the  action ,  while  returning 
to  my  boat,  accompanied  by  Col  M  D  Id  Major  Evans  and  other 
ofBcets,  attracted  by  the  appeara  f      b  dy    f  Indians  a  short  dis- 

tance to  our  left,  I  expressed  ad  to     1 1    n  a  nearer  view,  as  I 

might  know  some  of  them.  This  11  nt  d  eomplished  officer  im- 
mediately led  the  way.  On  our  w  p  d  two  beautiful  -brass 
grass-hoppers,  or  howitzers,  of  a  m  11  1  lated  to  be  carried  on 
pack-horses,  the  wheels  about  as  la  th  of  a  wheelbarrow.  I 
remarked,  '  these  at  all  events  a  id  j  tancea  of  mine.'  They 
had  formerly  belonged  to  Wayn  my  ud  were  used  against  the 
Indians  in  1794,  in  which  battle  h  was  g  g  d  Afler  the  defeat  of 
the  Indians,  these  pieces  bad  been  left  at  Detroit,  where  as  Col.  McDon- 
ald stated,  they  were  taken  by  Gen.  Brock  and  brought  down,  with  a  view 
of  being  sent  to  England,  as  a  euriostty,  I  observed  in  a  jocular  manner 
that  I  felt  partial  to  those  pieces,  and  we  must  try  to  take  them  back. 
He  replied  in  the  same  pleasant  humor,  that  they  must  try  to  defend  them. 
Little  did  he  suspect  that  every  thing  was  arranged  to  make  that  trial,  or 
that  the  next  day,  he  and  his  chivalrous  chief  were  doomed  to  fali,  and  I 
to  be  grievously  wounded."  These  brass  howitzers  were  among  tbe  Bri- 
tish trophies  of  victory  at  Detroit  on  Hull's  surrender, 

"  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Reniselaer  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
invading  force,  an  arrangement  which  seems  to  have  given  umbrage  to 
some  of  tbe  officers  of  tbe  regular  army  on  the  frontier.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Chrystie  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  the  honor  of  chief  in 
the  enterprise,  and  pleaded  his  rank  and  experience,  as  compared  with. 
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ttatof  the  aid-(5e-camp  of  the  general-in-ehief,  in  favor  of  liis  claim. 
But  Gen,  Van  Rensselaer  would  not  change  his  general  arrangcmonts. 
It  was  agreed,  however,  that  Colonel  Van  Rens8ela«r  should  lead  a  column 
of  three  hundred  militia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chrjstie  should  lead 
another  composed  of  the  same  number  of  regulars,  so  that  each  might 
share  in  the  hazards  and  glory  of  the  expedition,  Chrjstie  refused  to 
waive  hie  rank  in  tavor  of  Van  Rensselaer,  hut  consented  to  receive 
orders  from  him." 

Lt,  Col.  Christie,  who  had  lately  arrived  with  a  reinforcement  of  near 
four  hundred  regulars,  having  begged  the  honor  of  a  command  in  the 
expedition,  was  accordingly  ordered  up  to  Lewiston  with  three  hundred 
of  his  men.  The  remainder  were  left  to  guard  the  boata  and  stores  which 
he  had  brought  with  him,  to  the  mouth  of  Four-mile  creek.  Three  hun- 
dred militia  men  who  had  been  in  camp  several  months,  and  were  much 
superior  to  the  newiy  rearuited  regulars  in  point  of  discipline,  together 
with  forty  picked  men  from  Capt.  Leonard's  old  company  of  artillery 
from  Fort  Niagara,  under  Lieuts.  Gansevoort  and  Rathbone,  with  ail 
the  equipments  belonging  to  their  proper  line  of  service,  composed  the 
detachment  under  my  own  immediate  command..  An  equal  number  from 
each  of  these  two  detachments,  together  with  the  forty  artillerists,  were  to 
proceed  from  the  encampment,  and  effect  the  first  descent  upon  the 
enemy's  shore.  Lieut.  Col,  Fenwick,  and  Major  Mullany,  were  to  follow 
with  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  regulars,  and  some  pieces  of  flying  artil- 
lery, and  then  the  miUtia  in  order,  as  fast  as  the  boats  coald  carry  them. 
The  arrangement,  however,  was  partially  deranged  when  we  reached  the 
hank  of  the  river.  Here  the  troops  halted  ;  and  while  accompanied  by 
my  two  acting  aids,  Lush  and  Gansevoort,  I  was  inspecting  the  condition 
of  the  boats,  which,  by  the  way,  appeared  to  be  in  perfect  order,  the 
regulars  got  possession  of  the  narrow  dug  way  leading  down  to  the  water's 
edge.  In  this  emergency  it  became  necessary  either  to  countermarch 
part  of  this  force,  a  movement  which  we  apprehended  might  arouse  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  or  to  ffll  the  boats  with  regular  troops  in  the  first 
place,  to  the  partial  exclusion  of  the  militia.  The  latter  alternative  was 
adopted,  and  Major  Morrison  was  ordered  to  follow. with  the  remainder  of 
the  detachment,  in  the  return  boats.  "  The  Niagara  river  at  Queenston 
is  six  hundred  feet  in  width,  and  the  heights  rise  two  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  above  the  river."  When  all  was  ready  and  the  troops  embarked  to 
the  number  of  twenty-five  in  each  boat,  I  first  walked  along  the  line  to 
inspect  them,  then  leaped  into  the  picked  artillerists,  and  gave  the  word 
to  push  off.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  Counterbalancing. in  the 
favoring  eddies  on  either  side,  the  lee  way  made  in  crossing  the  main 
current,  within  ten  minutes  all  the  boats,  excepting  three,  struck  the 
enemy's  shore  without  difficulty,  at  the  identical  spot  aimed  at.  The 
enemy  were  on  the  alert. 

The  movements  of  the  Americans  had  been  discovered  by  the  sentinels, 
and  a  company  of  British  regulars,  were  stationed  to  resist  the  debarka- 
tion. Their  presence  was  first  known  by  a  broad  flash,  then  a  volley  of 
musketry  that  mortally  wounded  Lieut,  Rathbone,  by  the  side  of  Col. 
Van  Rensselaer  before  landing,  and  random  shola  from  the  field-pieces 
along  the  line  of  the  ferry  at  the  moment  when  the  boats  touched  the  shore. 
These  were  answered  by  Lovett's  battery  on  Lewiston  heights,  when  the 
enemy  turned.  Col.  Van  Kensselaer  had  been  the  first  man  to  spring 
ashore,  on  a  large  rock  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  the  identical  stone  is  still 
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to  be  seen  near  to  Suspension  bridge.  Having  landed,  tie  boats  were 
immediately  sent  back,  to  cut  off  any  chance  of  a  retreat.  The  troops 
were  formed,  "  Now  we  are  here,  we  must  fight"  were  the  cheering  words 
from  the  gallant  colonel  as  be  charged  up  the  baok,  where  they  met  the 
enemy.  A  short,  but  severe  engagement  took  place,  with  heavy  loss  on 
both  sides ;  but  we  were  victorious,  and  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  fled 
towards  Queenston,  on  oar  right.  The  position  we  occupied  cut  off  their 
retreat  to  their  main  battery  oo  the  heights.  The  plan  for  this  brilliant 
but  UDfortuoate  battle  was  simple  and  soldier-like,  and  if  it  had  been 
carried  out  in  full,  would  have  resulted  in  a  most  effective  and  deoisive 
victory.  "  It  commenced  so  auspiciously  for  the  American  arms  by  the 
gallant  and  daring  Van  Rensselaer,  and  ended  so  disastrously  by  reason 
of  the  cowardice  of  the  militia  on  the  American  side,  who  refused  to 
cross  the  river  and  secure  the  victory  which  had  been  so  bravely  won." 

Col.  Van  Eenselaer  had  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
condition  of  the  enemy,  while  on  official  visits  to  the  various  posts,  he  had 
been  vigilant  and  observing.  "He  selected  his  points  of  attack  with  mas- 
terly judgment,  because  from  its  apparentdifficulty,  it  waa  the  leaat  sus- 
pected. It  is  true,  complete  success  did  not  ultimately  crown  this  enter- 
prise; but  two  great  ends  were  obtained  for  the  country,  it  re-established  the 
character  of  the  American  arms,  and  deprived  the  enemy  by  the  death  of 
Gten.  Brock,  one  of  the  best  officei-s  that  has  headed  their  troops  in  Canada 
throughout  the  war,  and  with  his  loss  put  an  end  to  their  then  brilliant 
career.  The  force  under  Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  contending  with 
greatly  superior  numbers,  stormed  and  carried  the  fort.  The  gallant  Col- 
onel fell  riddled  with  wounds  and  bleeding  profusely,  but  cheered  with  the 
shouts  of  victory.  But  the  reinforcementneglecting  tocroes  the  river  at  the 
proper  time,  the  enemy  come  up  in  superior  force,  and  the  fort  was  re- 
taken, and  Van  Rensselaer's  troops  were  obliged  to  retreat.  Finding  my- 
self very  much  crippled  now  by  a  number  of  wounds,  and  with  the  loss  of 
blood,  unable  to  proceed  any  farther,  I  inquired  for  Lieut.  Co!.  Christie; 
£Ohristie  was  in  one  of  the  three  missing  boats,  it  was  driven  by  the  currents 
and  eddies  upon  the  New  York  shores,  and  he  ordered  Lawrence's  boat 
back,  while  the  third  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it  having  struck 
the  shore  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  just  north  of  Lewistou,  Christie  was 
not  on  the  battle-field  until  the  morning  victories  were  all  won  by  Cap- 
tain Wool]  There  was  a  vain  search  for  the  missing  second  in  command, 
he  was  not  to  be  found,  had  he  been  on  the  spot,  the  affair  would  have 
proceeded  without  a  moment's  delay.  I  directed  the  troops  to  fall  back  a 
few  steps,  under  cover  of  a  bank,  where  thev  were  secure  from  the  desul- 
tory shots  still  occasionally  pointed  at  them.  In  this  situation  a  pause  of 
some  time  occurred,  till  the  staff  returned  without  any  hopes  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Christie's  arrival.  Although  the  business  yet  to  be  done  was  all  im- 
portant to  the  success  of  our  enterprise,  I  was  unwilling  to  entrust  its  ese- 
cution  to        h       y  y       g  he  highest  of  whom  in  rank  were  only 

captains,      t    ix  m     th  .     As  it  was  now  broad  daylight,  any 

farther  del  y  w  h  hly  h  d  u  and  I  therefore,  in  an  agony  of  feeling 
which  bel     ^  d  to  th  d  reoted  the  troops  to  incline  a  little  to 

the  left,  a  d  as  d  th  h  ghts  by  the  point  of  the  rock,  and  storm  the 
battery,  wh  h  by  th  t  m  h  d  p  ned  its  fire  upon  our  place  of  embarka- 
tion. Lieut.  Gansevooit,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  ground,  was 
ordered  to  lead  the  way,  at  the  head  of  the  picked  artillerists,  assisted  by 
Lieut.  Randolph.     Lieut.  Rathbone  having  fallen  mortally  wounded  at 
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my  side;  other  Iroops  followed,  Major  Lush,  mj  other  acting  aid,  bringing 
np  the  rear,  with  orders  to  shoot  down  the  first  man  who  offered  to  give 
way.  The  noble  young  men  obeyed  my  directions,  and,  in  due  time,  the 
report  of  a  weil-told  volley,  and  the  cheering  shouts  of  victory,  reached 
my  ear,  assuring  me  of  their  complete  success.  Having  thus  accomplished 
the  work  with  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  for  which  sis  hundred 
and  forty  had  been  detailed,  nothing  farther  was  necessary  for  the  full 
attainment  of  the  objects  of  the  enterprise,  than  to  secure  the  advantages 
gained.  Nothing  was  easier;  but  an  unfortunate  occurrence  of  adverse 
oircumstanoea,  turned  the  fortunes  of  the  day  against  our  arms,  I  could 
not  participate,  personally  in  the  subsequent  events.  I  may  add,  as  a 
eonciusion  of  my  own  observations,  however,  that  it  had  been  anticipated 
that  the  enemy  might  open  the  fire  of  a  piece  of  flying  artillery,  from  the 
village  of  Queenston,  upon  our  place  of  embarkation,  as  soon  as  they 
were  aroused  to  action  by  our  attack.  Major  Lovett's  attention  had, 
therefore,  been  particularly  directed  to  this  contingency  the  day  before; 
and,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  then  received,  as  soon  as  there 
was  light  enough,  he  turned  the  long  eighteeos  of  the  battery  on  Lewis- 
ton  heights  upon  this  spot,  in  such  a  masterly  manner  as  to  drive  the 
enemy  out  before  their  battery  was  carried.  The  ferry  was  unannoyed 
after  this,  except  by  the  fire  of  one  gun  ;  but  the  distance  was  too  great, 
and  the  formation  of  the  banks  rendered  this  fire  almost  ineffectual.  Nooe 
of  our  hoats  were  injured  by  cannon  shot.  The  artillerists,  who  were 
purposely  attached  to  the  storming  party,  and  provided  with  matches,  were 
to  have  turned  the  fire  of  the  battery  on  Queenston  heights  upon  the 
village,  and  particularly  upon  the  lower  one-gun  battery  which  was  about 
a  mile  below  (above  alluded  to),  and  could  not  be  reached  from  any  other 
quarter.  But  some  one  of  the  number,  in  a  fit  of  over  zealous  patriotism, 
frustrated  the  design,  by  spiking  the  cannon  as  soon  as  captured.  Priding 
myself  as  I  do,  on  the  habits  acquired  under  the  tuition  of  Generals 
Wayne,  Wilkinson,  and  Posey,  I  am  not  conscious  of  ever  having  neglected 
the  performance  of  the  moat  minute  detail  appertaining  to  my  duties  aa  a 
military  man.  ■  Nor  do  I  reoolleet  of  a  neglect  on  this  occasion.  Seleeted 
to  lead  an  espedition  on  which  the  result  of  a  whole  campaign  depended, 
my  reputation  was  at  stake,  and  my  anxiety  to  give  my  country  a  glorious 
o&et  to  the  disaster  of  Hull,  rendered  me,  if  possible,  doubly  vigilant. 
Every  preparation  deemed  essential  was  made  under  my  own  inspection, 
and  every  contingency  was  provided  for  a  successful  issue  ;  and  if  the  re- 
sult was  unfortunate,  it  certainly  was  not  on  account  of  any  defect,  either 
in  the  plan  of  the  expedition,  or  in  the  arrangements  made  to  carry  it 
into  execution. 

Had  Lieut.  Colonel  Obristie,  for  instance,  effected  his  landing  in  con- 
junction with  myself,  no  delay  need  have  been  occasioned  at  the  iraport- 
a  1 0  i  ■  whe  lb  n  di  bled  The  batteries  would  have  been  secured 
bef       th  my  w       p    p      d  t     annoy  us,  and  our  primary  object,  an 

unm  1    t  d  p    sa       t     th  f     ements,  would  have  been  secured  in 

B  Thfl  mynalybe  attributed  all  our  disasters.  Yet 
th  p  1  y  wl  h  h  m  k  f  t  n  his  report  to  Geu.  Armstrong,  (the 
1  f  wl  k  d  n  u  k  Iful  pilot,)  would,  in  a  spirit  of  charity  be 
dmdflj  tw  ttkw  that  other  boats  besides  his  own,  were 
ordered  by  him  to  fall  back  at  the  bame  time.  Capt.  Lawrence,  in  one  of 
the  three  unsuccessful  boats,  haa  repeatedly  declared  that  he  fell  back  by 
Christie's  orders.     His  return  damped  the  hitherto  irrepressible  ardor  of 
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the  militia ;  Major  Morrison,  instead  of  leading  his  detachment  across  the 
river,  suddenly  found  himself  taken  too  unwell  for  the  duty ;  and  though 
the  dreaded  fire  on  the  ferry  was  now  silenced  by  Major  Ijovett's  battery, 
and  the  heights  were  captured,  yet  the  panic  had  become  so  general,  that 
but  a  small  portion  of  our  army  could  be  prevailed  on  to  cross.  The  re- 
mainder, to  their  eternal  shame  be  it  said,  instead  of  lending  their  aid  to 
sustain  their  gallant  brethren  in  their  victorious  career,  stood  passirely, 
and  saw  them  cut  up,  and  captured  in  the  end,  by  a  force  amounting  to 
about  one-third  of  their  united  number.  At  the  period  of  G-en.  Brock's 
fall,  and  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  the  troops  were  still  crossing,  we  had  a 
prospect  of  a  victorious  termination  of  the  enterprise,  and  no  one  then 
supposed  the  militia  would  change  their  minds  ;  of  course,  the  idea  of  a 
retreat  oould  not  be  entertained.  G-en.  V.  K.  crossed  over  about  this  time, 
leaving  directions  for  the  militia  to  follow  ;  but  learning  subsequently  that 
he  was  not  obeyed,  he  returned,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  cause, 
and  to  expedite  their  movements  It  was  then,  for  the  first  time,  he  found 
them  recreant  to  the  promises  which  their  late  clamor  for  action  implied. 
After  trying  al!  the  means  that  human  ingenuity  could  devise,  to  arouse 
them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  effort  in  de- 
spair, and  despatched  a  note  to  General  Wadsworth,  informing  him  of  the 
predicament.  We  were  successful  in  every  important  measure  up  to  this 
time,  but  the  large  reinforcements  of  the  enemy,  under  Gen.  yheaffe  were 
near  at  hand,  and  very  soon  our  little  band  of  heroes  were  attacked,  and 
after  another  obstinate  fight,  overpowered,  but  they  were  not  crushed. 

Extract  from,  the  Qglcial  Letter  of  Gen. .  Van  Sensaelaer. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  October  14th,  1812. 

*  *  *  On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  such  was  the  pressure  upon  me 
from  all  quarters,  that  I  became  satisfied  that  my  refusal  to  act  might 
involve  me  in  suspicion,  and  the  service  in  disgrace.  Lieut.  Col.  Christie, 
who  had  just  arrived  at  the  Four  Mile  Greek,  had  late  in  the  night  of  the 
first  contemplated  attack,  gallantly  offered  me  his  own  and  his  men's 
services  ;  but  he  got  iny  permission  too  late.  He  now  again  came  for- 
ward, had  a  conference  with  Col.  Van  Kensselaer,  and  begged  that  he 
might  have  the  honour  of  a  command  in  the  expedition.  The  arrange- 
ment was  made.  Col.  Van  Kensselaer  was  to  command  one  column  of 
three  hundred  militia,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  a  column  of  the  same 
number  of  regular  troops, 

Every  precaution  was  now  adopted  as  to  boats  ["  Having  been  confined 
to  my  bed,"  says  Col,  V.  E.,  "  previous  to  the  first  attempt.  General 
Wadsworth,  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer,  was  requested  to  superintend 
the  movements  of  the  boats.  He  procured  as  many  as  were  required  and 
Mr.  Cook's  deportment  of  them  was  well  regulated ;  and  as  long  as  the 
troops  showed  a  disposition  to  cross,  it  was  well  conducted.  If  there  was 
any  irregularity  afterward,  the  fault  was  not  so  much  in  his  boatmen  as 
in  his  passengers,"]  and  the  most  confidential  and  experienced  men  to 
manage  them.  At  an  eariy  hour  in  the  night  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  marched 
tis  detachment  by  the  rear  road  from  Niagara  to  camp.  At  7  in  the 
evening,  Lieut.  Col.  Stranahan's  regiment  moved  from  Niagara  Falls;  at 
8  o'clock  Mead's,  and  at  9  Lieut.  Col.  Bloom's  regiment,  marched  from 
the  same  place.     All  were  in  camp  in  good  season. 

Agreeably  to  my  orders  issued  upon  this  occasion,  the  two  columns  were 
to  pass  over  together  as  soon  as  the  heights  should  be  carried.     Lieut 
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Col,  Fenwiek's  fijing  artillery  was  to  pass  over ;  then  Major  Mullanj's 
detachmeut  of  regulars,  and  the  other  troops  to  follow  in  order.  Col.  Vaa. 
Rensselaer,  wit.h  great  presence  of  mind,  ordered  his  officers  to  proceed 
with  rapidity  and  storm  the  fort.  The  service  was  gallantly  performed, 
and  the  enemy  driven  down  the  hiU  in  every  direction.  Soon  after  this, 
both  parties  were  considerably  reiuforeed,  and  the  conflict  vas  renewed  in 
various  places.  Many  of  the  enemy  took  shelter  behind  a  stone  guard- 
house, where  a  piece  of  ordnance  was  now  briskly  served.  I  ordered  the 
fire  of  our  battery  to  be  directed  upon  the  guard-house ;  and  it  was  so 
effectually  done  that  with  eight  or  ten  shot  the  fire  was  silenced.  The  ene- 
my then  retreated  behind  a  large  store  bouse ;  but,  in  a  short  time  the  rout 
became  genera!,  and  the  enemy's  fire  was  silenced,  except  from  a  one  gun 
battery,  ho  far  down  the  river  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  our  heavy  ord- 
nance, and  our  light  pieces  could  not  silence  it.  A  number  of  boats  now 
passed  over  unannoyed,  except  by  the  one  unsilenced  gun.  For  some  time, 
afWr  I  had  passed  over,  the  victory  appeared  complete ;  but,  in  expecta- 
tion of  further  attacks,  I  was  taking  measures  for  fortifying  my  camp  im- 
mediately ;  the  direction  of  this  service  I  committed  to  Lieut.  Totten  of 
the  Engineers,  But  very  soon  the  enemy  were  reinforced  by  a  detach- 
ment of  several  hundred  Indiana  from  Ohippewa;  they  commenced  a  fu- 
rious attack,  but  were  promptly  met  and  routed  by  the  rifle  and  bayonet. 
By  this  time,  I  perceived  ray  troops  were  embarking  very  slowly.  I  pas- 
sed immediately  over  to  accelerate  their  movements,  but,  to  my  utter  as- 
tonishment, I  found,  that,  at  the  very  moment  when  complete  victory  was 
in  OUT  hands,  the  ardour  of  the  unengaged  troops  had  entirely  subsided, 
I  rode  in  all  directions ;  urged  the  men  by  every  consideration  to  pass 
over  —  but  in  vaia,  Lieut.  Col.  Bloom,  who  had  been  wounded  in  the 
action,  returned,  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode  through  the  camp,  as  did 
also  Judge  Peek,  who  happened  to  be  there  exhorting  the  companies  to 
proooed  —  but  all  in  vaia. 

At  this  time  a  large  reinforcement  from  Fort  George  was  discovered 
coming  up  the  river.  As  the  battery  on  the  bill  was  considered  an  im- 
portant check  against  their  ascending  the  heights,  measures  were  imme- 
diately taken  to  send  them  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition,  as  I  learned 
there  were  left  only  twenty  shot  for  the  eighteen-pounders.  The  rein- 
forcements, however,  obliqued  to  the  right  from  the  road,  and  formed  i 
junction  with  the  Indians  in  the  rear  of  the  heights.  Finding,  to  my 
infinite  mortification,  that  no  reinforcement  would  pass  over,  seeing  that 
another  severe  conflict  must  sooi!  commence,  and  knowing  that  the  brave 
men  at  the  heights  were  quite  exhausted,  and  nearly  out  of  ammunition, 
all  I  could  do,  was  to  send  them  a  fresh  supply  of  cartridges.  At  this 
oritioal  momeqt  I  despatched  a  note  to  Gen.  Wads  worth,  acquainting  him 
with  our  situation,  leaving  the  course  to  be  pursued  much  to  his  own  judg- 
ment, with  assurance  that,  if  he  thought  best  to  retreat,  I  would  endeavour 
to  send  as  many  boats  as  I  could  command,  and  cover  his  retreat,  by  every 
fire  I  could  safely  make;  hut  the  boats  were  dispersed;  many  of  the 
boatmen  had  fled  panic  struck,  and  hut  few  got  off.  My  note,  however, 
could  but  iittle  more  than  have  reached  Gen.  W.  about  4  o'clock,  when 
a  most  severe  and  obstinate  conflict  commenced,  and  continued  about  half 
an  hour,  with  a  tremendous  fire  of  cannon,  flying  artillery,  and  musketry. 
The  enemy  succeeded  in  repossessing  their  battery,  and  gaining  advan- 
tage on  every  aide.  The  brave  men  who  had  gained  the  victory,  ex- 
33 


•d  by  Google 


258  Legacy  oe  Historical  Gleaninss. 

haasted  of  strength  and  ammunition,  and  grieved  at  the  unpardonahle 
neglect  of  their  fellow-sold iera,  gave  up  the  conflict.  lean  only  add,  thai 
the  victory  was  really  won,  hut  lost  for  the  want  of  a  small  reinforcement; 
one-third  part  of  the  idle  ■men  miijht  have  saved  all. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Stephen  Vak  Rensselaer. 
Hon.  William  Kuslis,  Secretary  of  War. 


"  The  army  on  the  Straits  of  Niagara  could  have  b 
oEfense  only;  therefore  Gen.  Van  Itensselaer  in  making  the  attack,  ful- 
filled the  obligations  of  duty,  and  (he  views  of  government.  Advocate  as 
I  am  for  the  yeomanry  of  my  country,  I  can  find  no  excuse  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  militia  on  that  occasion.  By  imperiously  demanding  the 
attack  on  Queenston,  they  virtually  pledged  themselves  to  support  it. 
The  attack  was  made,  but  their  pledge  remained  unredeemed ;  if  the 
militia  had  been  faithful  to  their  engagements,  and  true  to  themselves, 
the  whole  might  have  passed  the  straits  before  the  arrival  of  the  British 
column  under  General  Sheaffe,  whom  they  might  have  cut  off  from  Fort 
George,  and  captured  or  destroyed,  after  whieJi  the  surrender  of  the  fort 
would  have  become  a  matter  of  form." 

The  following  piquant  account  is  from  Gen.  Wilkinson,  to  the  secretary 
of  war,  just  after  the  battle.  "  The  enemy  ascertained  Van  Rensselaer's 
approach  by  the  sound  of  his  oars,  and  opened  their  fire  from  the  top  of 
the  bank,  as  soon  as  they  could  discern  his  movements,  by  which  Lieut. 
Rathbone  was  mortally  wounded  on  board  of  Coi.  Van  Eensselaer's  boat. 
The  landing  was  efi'ected  with  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  who 
formed  under  a  very  warm  fire,  climbed  the  bank  and  routed  the  enemy 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  without  firing  a  shot;  but  in  this  operation 
Ensign  Morris  was  killed,  and  Captains,  Malcolm,  Armstrong  and  Wool 
were  wounded,  and  a  number  of  men  killed  and  wounded.  Colonel  Van 
Rensselaer  himself  was  peculiarly  unfortunate,  and  to  the  accident  which 
befel  him,  the  day's  disaster  may  be  partly  attributed;  he  received  one 
ball  in  bis  hip  which  passed  out  at  his  spine,  two  in  his  thigh,  one  of 
which  lodged,  two  in  his  leg,  and  a  sixth  contused  his  heel;  he  however 
kept  his  feet,  and  the  enemy  having  fled  towards  the  town,  with  great 
■presence  of  mind  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  directed  his  officers  to  proceed  with 
rapidity  and  storm  the  fort.  He  ordered  Capt.  Wool,  the  senior  officer 
capable  of  duty,  to  ascend  the  mountain  and  carry  the  battery  ;  giving 
him  a  direction  for  his  movement,  by  which  ho  would  avoid  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery;  placing  Lieutenants  Randolph  and  Uansevoort,  who 
volunteered,  at  the  head  of  the  little  column,  and  Major  Lush,  another 
volunteer,  in  the  rear,  with  orders  to  put  to  death  the  first  man  who 
should  fall  back.  During  this  time  he  had  concealed  his'  wounds  under 
a  great  coat,  borrowed  from  Major  Lush,  and  when  the  party  had  filed 
off  before  him,  no  longer  able  to  support  himself,  he  fell  to  the  ground," 
with  excessive  weakness.  Even  then  his  voice  was  still  heard  animating 
his  men  and  ordering  them  to  "  push  on  and  storm  the  battery."  The 
service  was  gallantly  performed.  That  battery  was  taken  as  well  as  every 
other  work  of  the  enemy  at  Queenston.  Had  not  Co!.  Van  Rensselaer 
been  so  badly  wounded,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  have  retained 
possession."  It  was  just  then  clear  day-light,  and  he  found  himself  among 
the  wounded,  the  dying  and  the  dead.  A  crust  of  bread,  and  some  water, 
furnished  by  one  of  the  former,  prevented  him  from  fainting.     The  an- 


db,Google 


Legacy  of  Historical  Gleaninss.  259 

guist  resulting  from  his  wouncls,  and  every  selfisli  feeliog,  was  silenced 
by  the  conteraplation  of  his  wounded  compaQions ;  but  these  lost  much  of 
their  interest,  when  put  in  eompetition  with  his  anxiety  for  the  safety  and 
Buoeess  of  the  gallant  detachment  he  had  ordered  to  the  heighte.  It 
pleased,  however  the  great  Disposer  of  events,  that  this  anxiety  should  be 
short-lived,  and  for  the  blood  he  had  thus  spilled  in  his  country's  cause, 
he  was  remunerated  by  the  shouts  of  victory. 

"  I  h  d  m    k  d  th'  '  t      Id"         m      'ghteen  years  before,  when 

'th       llwlwld  h  hih    cheek,  and  call  him  man,' 

giv  f  fu         p    m  d  as  g  claims  to  future  fame; 

beh  H  h  m   n         II         h    g  b    h    d    f  his  troop,  shot  through  the 

body  a  d  w  h    1      bl    d  f    m  h     1     gs,  still  smiling  with  eom- 

plac      yy        n       hdyfG-  IWh  ngton  nor  the  blood  of  the 

fath  h  h      f      d  g  1      yes  of  the  esecutive ;  and 

amidst  thousands  at  ofSoes  which  have  been  mdiscriminately  lavished  on 
the  worthy  and  the  worthless,  this  faithful  citizen  and  honorable  man  has 
not  been  deemed  worthy  of  attention." 

Prom  the  Canada  aide  Colonel  Van  Kensaelaer  was  brought  over  with 
five  bleeding  wounds,  from  the  boat,  after  crossing  the  river,  he  was  taken 
to  our  camp  about  10  o'clock  in  the  morping.  "  Arad  Joy,  Esq.,  who 
was  paymaster  of  Colonel  Henry  Bloom's  regiment,  had  charge  of  the 
wagons  that  conveyed  the  wounded  to  the  hospital  on  the  vidge  road, 
two  miles  from  the  village.  The  loss  of  blood  caused  Colonel  Van  Rens- 
selaer to  be  chiliy.  He  sat  upon  a  board  across  the  top  of  the  wagon- 
box,  without  a  groan  ;  and  as  we  mot  the  soldiers  going  to  the  river  to 
cross,  he  would  call  out  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  '  Go  on,  my  brave  fellows, 
the  day  is  our  own.'  It  cheered  up  and  encouraged  them.  He  was 
taken  to  good  quarters  in  a  private  house.  The  head  surgeon,  with  his 
instruments,  was  along.  We  were  about  to  lift  him  out,  but  he  deelined, 
and  pointing  to  some  wounded  soldiers  said,  '  take  those  poor  fellows  out 
first.'  We  carried  him  into  the  house  and  seated  him  on  a  chair.  His 
hoots  were  filled  with  blood,  which  was  gushing  from  his  thigh,  and 
plainly  to  be  seen  through  his  pantaloons.  The  boots,  at  Van  Rensselaer's 
request,  were  eut  from  his  feet,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  previous  to  the 
battle  had  been  siek  with  fever,  and  had  only  left  his  bed  to  attend  to 
preparations  for  the  invasion.  The  disease  and  his  wounds  so  prostrated 
him  that  for  several  days  his  life  was  in  extreme  peril.  It  was  not  until 
five  days  after  the  battle  that  he  could  be  moved  from  Lewiston,  and  such 
was  the  severity  of  Ool.  V.  H.'s  wounds  that  the  transfer  could  not  be 
effected  in  any  carriage.  Then  a  cot  was  rigged  with  cross-bars  and  side- 
poles,  on  which  he  was  carried  on  the  18th  of  October  by  a  detachment 
of  Major  Mosely's  Rifle  Battalion,  who  were  placed  under  the  command 
of  Knsign  Grosvenor,  on  their  shoulders  to  Schlosser.  There  they  pro- 
cured a  boat  and  the  following  day, the  same  party  rowed  him  to  Buffalo 
and  then  carried  him  to  Landers'.  How  much  he  was  beloved  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  this  same  company  of  compassionate  soldiers 
volunteered  to  carry  him  on  their  shoulders  from  Buffalo  all  the  way  to 
Albany. 

"The  most  intense  anxiety  was  lelt  on  the  American  side  to  learn  the 
result  of  the  daring  attempt,  but  soon  came  painful  intelligence  that  the 
gallant  leader  had  fallen  covered  with  wounds.  And  upon  the  heels  of 
that  unpleasant  news,  the  report  came  that  Colonel  Ponwiek  had  also 
fallen,  dangerously  wounded.  Then,"too,  the  retreat  of  seventy-five  of  the 
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detachment  under  Capt.  Lawrence,  and  Col.  Ghnslie's  return  produced  a, 
most  pernicious  effect  on  the  militia,  particiilarlj  as  the  party  made  no 
immediate  attempt  to  effect  a  passage.  The  natural  reflectioB  produced 
by  this  apeotaele  in  the  minds  of  the  yeomanry  was,  '  if  the  re^lar  troops 
cannot  cross  the  river,  surely  it  cannot  be  expected  of  us'  Thousands  of 
spectators  were  looking  on,  and  there  can  he  no  doubt  that  the  incident 
staggered  their  resolution  and  inclined  them  to  march  home  rather  thaa 
against  the  enemy," 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

Ebsisnation  op  Majok  Gen.  Stephen  Yaej  Rensselaee. 

"  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  was  not  a  military  man.  He  was 
possessed  of  great  wealth,  extensive  social  influence  and  was  a  leading 
federalist.  His  appointment  was  a  stroke  of  policy  to  secure  friends  to 
the  war  among  that  party.  It  was  only  on  condition  that  Solomon  Van 
Rensselaer,  the  adjutant  general  who  had  been  in  military  service,  should 
aeoompany  him,  that  he  consented  to  take  the  post.  It  was  well  nnder- 
stood  that  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  would  be  the  general,  in  a  practical 
military  point  of  view.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Winfield  Scott  had  arrived 
at  Schlosser,  two  miles  above  the  falls,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  when 
B  informed  by  Col,  James  Collier  of  the  intended  expedition  against 
Lston.  He  immediately  mounted  his  horse  and  dashed  toward 
head  quarters  as  speedily  as  the  horrid  condition  of  the  road  would  allow. 
He  presented  himself  to  the  commanding  general,  and  earnestly  solicited 
the  privilege  of  taking  a  part  in  the  invasion  with  his  command.  '  The 
arrangements  for  the  expedition  are  all  completed,  sir,'  said  General  Van 
Rensselaer.  '  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  is  in  chief  command,  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Cbristie  and  Fenwick  have  waived  their  rank  for  the  occasion, 
and  you  may  join  the  espedition  as  a  volunteer,  if  you  will  do  the  same.' 
Van  Rensselaer  wisely  determined  not  to  have  a  divided  command.  Scott 
was  unwilling  to  yield  his  rank ;  but  he  pressed  his  suit  so  warmly  that  it 
was  agreed  that  he  should  bring  on  his  regiment,  take  position  on  the 
heights  of  Lewiston  with  his  cannon,  and  co-operate  in  the  attack  as  cir- 
cumstances might  warrant.  Scott  hastened  back  to  Schlosser,  put  his 
regiment  in  motion,  and  by  a  forced  march  through  the  deep  mud  reached 
Lewiston  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  October  13th.  Again  he  im- 
portuned for  permission  to  participate  directly  in  the  enterprise,  but  in 
vain.  His  rank  would  be  equal,  on  the  field,  to  that  of  Colonel  Van 
who  had  originated  and  planned  the  whole  affair,  and  who  the 
J  general  resolved  should  have  the  honor  of  winning  the  laurels 
to  be  obtained  by  leadership. 

"  After  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  was  returned  to  the  Amerioari  side  dan- 
gerously wounded,  the  permission  to  cross  the  river,  was  given  by  Gen. 
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Van  Rensselaer  to  Colonel  Scott,  and  take  command  of  the  troops  on  the 
heights,  which  he  did,  and  fought  bravelj.  Gen.  Wadswovth  was  already 
on  the  field,  having  crossed  without  orders.  The  generous  and  patriotic 
Wadswovth  promptly  waived  his  rank,  and  said,  '  You,  sir,  know  profes- 
sionally what  ought  to  he  done.  I  am  here  for  the  honor  of  my  country 
and  that  of  the  New  York  militia.'  Scott  at  once  assumed  the  general 
command,  especting  to  be  reinforced  by  the  militia  from  the  opposite 
shore.  He  was  doomed,  however,  to  most  profound  morti&cation  and  dis- 
appointment," Nine-tenths  of  our  I'oroes  a'  Lewiston  operated  upon  by 
'  conscientious  scruples'  refused  to  listen  to  the  expostulations  of  the 
major  general  to  follow  him  to  the  support  of  their  gallant  comrades  who 
had  commenced  the  day  under  such  flattering  prospects.  Gen,  Wadsworth 
communicated  Gen.  Tan  Rensselaer's  note  to  the  field  officers.  Escape 
was  now  impossible,  and  to  fight  longer  was  not  only  useless  but  madness. 
Afler  a  brief  consultation  with  Towson  and  Christie,  a  eapitulation  was 
determined  upon.  A  flag  was  accordingly  sent,  with  a  proposition. 
After  waiting  for  some  time  without  any  tidings  another  was  sent,  and 
afterward  yet  another,  neither  of  which  returned,  they  had  all  been  shot 
by  the  Indians.  Scott  therefore  determined  to  go  with  the  flag  himself. 
Towson  and  Christie  both  resolved  to  accompany  their  commander ;  a 
white  neck-tie  taken  from  Capt.  Towson's  throat,  was  fixed  on  the  point 
of  Col.  Scott's  sword  which  he  bore  aloft,  being  the  tallest,  sheltering  them- 
selves behind  rocks.  "  Just  as  they  gained  the  road,  two  Indians  who 
had  been  aiming  at  Scott  in  the  morning,  the  young  and  agile  chief  Brant 
and  the  more  muscular  Captain  Jacobs,  sprang  upon  them  like  tigers  from 
their  lairs.  Scott  remonstrated,  and  made  known  the  character  in  which 
he  was  seeking  the  British  commander,  but  to  no  purpose.  The  Indians 
grappled  with  them  fiercely,  and  Jacobs  succeeded  in  wrenching  the 
sword  from  the  colonel's  hand.  The  blades  of  Towson  and  Christie 
instantly  leaped  from  their  scabbards,  and  the  Indians  were  raising  their 
hatchet^  when  a  British  set^eant  rushed  forward  hoarsely  esclaimiug, 
'  Honor'  '  Honor  !',  and  having  a  guard  with  him,  the  combatants  were 
separated,  and  Colonel  Scott  was  conducted  to  the  presence  of  General 
Sneafie,  to  whom  he  proposed  a  surrender,  and  with  whom  terms  of  cap- 
itulation were  speedily  arranged,  the  general  at  once  saying  that  they 
should  be  treated  with  all  the  honors  of  war.  Orders  were  immediately 
given  that  the  firing  should  cease ;  but  these  orders  were  not  promptly 
obeyed,  which  caused  a  remonstrance  from  Col.  Scott,  and  finally  a  peremp- 
tory demand  to  be  conducted  back  to  his  troops.  This  prolonged  fire 
was  from  the  Indians,  whom  Gen.  Sheaffe  admitted  he  could  not  control, 
as  they  were  exceedingly  exasperated  at  the  amount  of  their  Iosr,  but  they 
were  presently  compelled  to  desist.  When  Col.  Scott  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  flag  of  truce  had  been  conducted  to  the  British  camp  and  com- 
pleted the  preliminary  capitulation,  then  Brigadier  General  Wadswortb, 
who  was  in  command  when  the  army  surrendered,  delivered  his  sword  to 
General  Sheaffe  in  person.  The  ceremony  of  formal  surrender  occurred 
at  near  sunset,  when  the  prisoners,  officers  and  men  were  marched  to  the 
village  of  Newark  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  river  the  same  evenimg, 
where  the  colonel  and  his  two  principal  officers  were  quartered  in  a  small 
tavern,  having  invitations  the  first  evening  to  dine  with  General  Sheaffe. 
"  While  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  an  officer  to  conduct  them  to  the 
general's  quarters,  there  was  another  incident,  equally  spirited  and  even 
more  startling  than   the  scene  with  the  two  Indians  by  the  road  side. 
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Just  at  twilight,  a  little  girl  entered  the  parlor,  with  a  message  that  notne- 
bodj  in  the  hall  desired  to  see  the  '  tall  officer.'  Colooel  Sisott  thereupon 
stepped  out  of  the  parlor,  unarmed,  of  course,  into  the  hail  which  was 
dark  and  narrow,  and  wtthal  incommoded  by  a  stairway  ;  but  what  was 
his  astouishment  on  again  meeting  face  to  face,  his  evil  geniuses,  the 
brawny  Captain  Jacobs  and  the  light-limbed  chief !  The  colonel  had 
shut  the  door  behind  him  as  be  left  the  parlor ;  but  there  was  a  sentinel 
standing  at  the  outer  door,  who  had  improperly  allowed  the  Indians  to 
pass  in.  The  dusty  visitors  stepped  up  to  the  colonel  without  cere- 
mony, and  the  younger,  who  alone  spoke  English,  made  a  brief  inquiry 
as  to  the  number  of  balls  which  had  cut  through  his  clothes,  intimating 
astonishment  that  they  had  both  been  firing  at  him  almost  the  whole  day, 
without  effect.  But  while  the  young  Indian  was  thus  speaking,  Jacobs, 
rudely  seizing  the  colonel  by  the  arm,  attempted  to  whirl  him  round,  ex- 
claiming iu  broken  English,  'me  shoot  so  often,  me  sure  to  have  bit 
somewhere.'  '  Hands  off,  you  scoundrel,'  cried  Scott,  indignant  at  such 
freedom  with  his  person,  and  adding  a  scornful  espression,  'you  fired 
like  a  squaw,'  thus  reflecting  upon  the  Indian's  skill  as  a  marksman,  as 
ho  flung  him  from  him. 

"The  Indians  drew  instantly  both  dirk  and  tomahawk,  when,  with  the 
rapidity  of  lightning,  Scott,  who  had  fortunately  espied  a  number  of 
swords  standing  at  the  end  of  the  passage,  seized  one  from  its  iron  sheath, 
and  placed  himself  in  a  posture  of  defense  against  the  menacing  Indians, 
As  they  stood  in  this  picturesque  attitude,  Scott  with  his  sword  ready  to 
strike,  and  the  Indians  with  their  tomahawks  and  dirks  in  the  air,  frown- 
ing defiance  upon  each  other,  both  parties  awaiting  the  first  blow,  Colonel 
Coffin,  who  had  been  sent  with  a  guard  to  conduct  Soott  to  the  general's 
quarters  to  dinner,  sprang  into  the  passage,  and  cried  '  Hold  !'  Compre- 
hending at  a  glance  the  dangerous  position  of  Scott,  he  interfered  at  once, 
by  sharp  remoustvanoe,  and  also  by  weapon,  in  bis  defense.  Jacobs, 
exasperated,  turned  upon  Colonel  Coffin,  and,  uttering  a  menace,  his 
companion  also  unguardedly  turned  to  observe  the  issue  of  the  new  com- 
bat. The  scene  was  of  the  most  excidng  and  earnest  character.  The 
Indians  having  thus  turned  upon  Coffin,  one  of  them  exclaimed,  '  I  kill 
yon ! '  Scott  instantly  raised  his  sabre,  wliich  was  heavy  and  substantial, 
so  that  a  descending  blow  would  have  fallen  upon  both  the  savages  at 
once,  and  called  out, '  If  you  strike,  I  will  kill  you  both  ! '  For  a  moment 
they  stood  frowning ;  the  piercing  eyes  of  the  Indians  gleaming  with  wild 
and  savage  fury,  while  Scott  and  Coffin  alike  looked  upon  both  with 
angry  defiance,  all  with  upraised  arms  and  glittering  steel.  Kecovering 
somewhat  from  the  gust  of  passion  into  which  they  had  been  thrown, 
the  Indians  then  slowly  dropped  their  arms  and  retired.  The  officer  who 
thus  came  to  the  rescue,  was  the  aid  of  General  Sheafi'e,  whose  errand 
was  to  conduct  the  oolonel  to  dinner,  and  who,  by  this  timely  arrival, 
probably|saved  his  life.  The  young  chief  John  Brant,  though  only  eight- 
een years  of  age,  had  that  day,  for  the  first  time,  led  his  tribe  upon  the 
war  path,  it  was  no  part  of  the  young  chief's  design  to  inflict  injury  upon 
the  captive  American  commander.  His  whole  character  forbids  the  idea, 
for  he  was  as  generous  and  benevolent  in  his  feelings  as  he  was  brave. 

"  Having  been  exhausting  much  ammunition  upon  the  colonel  during 
the  day,  this  visit  was  one  of  curiosity,  to  ascertain  how  near  they  bad  come 
to  the  accomplishment  of  their  object.  Like  Cassius,  the  Indian  bears 
anger  as  the  flint  does  fire  though  not  always  cold  so  soon.     It  was  the 
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same  with  Scott.  Neither  would  allow  of  personal  freedom,  the  colonel 
did  not  fully  comprehend  the  object  of  their  ^isit,  and  a  sudden  rencontre, 
that  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal,  was  the  eonaequence. 

''  Col  Scott  had  counted  his  own  men  and  knew  there  were  less  than 
three  hundred,  but  shortly  after,  the  general  order  of  Gen.  Sheaffe  ap- 
peared, it  was  announced  that  nine  hundred  Americans  were  taken  pri- 
soners. Col.  Scott  immediately  called  upon  &en.  Sheaffe,  and  remonstrated 
against  such  an  exaggeration.  On  an  investigation  of  the  discrepanoy,  it 
appeared  that  several  hundred  militia  had  eroSBed  over  during  the  morning. 
Two  hundred  of  them  under  Major  MuUanj,  who  crosBed  early  in  the  day, 
were  forced  by  the  current  of  the  river  under  the  range  of  Vrooman's 
battery,  and  were  captured.  Two  hundred  and  ninety-three,  who  were  in 
the  battle  were  surrendered,  and  the  remainder,  having  seen  the  wounded 
crossing  the  river,  the  painted  Indians,  and  the  '  green  tigers,'  as  they 
called  the  49th,  whose  coats  were  faced  with  green,  skulked  below  the 
banks,  not  engaging  in  the  battle.  But  they  were  a  part  of  the  invading 
army,  were  found  on  British  Boil,  and  were  properly  prisoners  of  war. 
The  British  soldiers,  after  the  battle,  plucked  them  from  their  hiding- 
places,  and  made  them  a  part  of  the  triumphal  procession  with  which  Gen. 
Sheaffe  returned  to  Fort  George. 

"Taking  all  things  into  consideration  the  passage  of  the  river,  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  the  rawness  of  the  troops,  the  absence  of  cannon,  and  the 
first  military  combat  in  which  either  men  or  officers  (with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer)  had  been  engaged,  the  events  of  that  day 
were,  indeed,  a  display  of  intrepidity  rarely  exhibited  in  which  theoondcut 
and  the  execution  were  equally  conspicuous.  Under  all  the  circnm stances, 
and  on  the  scale  of  the  operations,  the  impartial  soldier  and  competent 
judge  will  name  this  brilliant  affair  a  chef  d'teuvre  of  the  war. 

"  After  the  fall  of  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  Captain  John  E.  Wool  became 
the  hero  of  the  day,  both  in  storming  and  carrying  the  heights,  notwith- 
standing a  flesh  wound,  and  in  causing  the  death  of  both  General  Brock 
and  his  aid.  The  names  of  the  officers  who  accompanied  Col.  Vao  Rens- 
selaer on  this  hardy  enterprise,  (Major  Lush,  Lieuts.  Randolph  and  Gan- 
eevoort,  Lieut,  Rathbone,  Oapts.  Malcolm,  Wool,  Armstrong,  Ogilvie  and 
Lieuts.  Kearney,  SamroonB,  Cair,  Hugonin,  and  Ensign  Morris  of  the  13th 
infantry  of  whom  two  were  killed  and  four  wounded,  were  noble  men, 
Yhe  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Randolph  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  and  excited  the  admiration  of  his  brethren  in  arms)  they  all 
deserve  to  be  engraved  on  the  scroll  of  fame,  for  surmounting  obstacles 
almost  insuperable,  in  the  face  of  a  most  determined  enemy,  under  a  very 
heavy  fire,  and  dislodging  and  pursuing  a  superior  force,  composed  of  two 
companies  of  the  49th  British  regiment,  advantageously  posted,  with  a 
large  body  of  ansiliary  militia  and  Indians.  Here  true  valor,  so  often 
mistaken  for  animal  courage,  was  attested  by  an  appeal  to  the  bayonet, 
whichflnally  decided  the  conflict  without  a  shot.  In  the  American  service, 
temerity  is  too  often  taken  for  bravery,  yet  the  distinction  between  them 
is  as  wide  as  between  blindness  and  vision  Marshal  Saxe  when  a  youth 
was  seen  to  court  danger  in  the  battle  of  Malplaquet,  and  afterwards  at  the 
siege  of  Bethune  in  Flanders,  for  which  he  was  complimented  by  the  tribe 
of  courtiers.  This  drew  from  Prince  Eugene  the  following  wholesome 
admonitions;  "La  temerity  ne  passera  pas  pour  bravoure,  votis  ne  devez 
pas  lea  confondre,  car  jes  connoisseurs  ne  s'y  m&prendront  pas." 


db,Google 


264  Leracy  of  Historical  Gleanings. 

G-en.  Van  Benggela&r  to  Major  Qen.  Brock. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston  13th  Oct.,  1812. 

Humanity  induces  me  to  request  your  permissioo  to  send  to  Queeoa- 
town  Bome  Surgeons  to  attend  the  officers  and  men  who  have  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  wounded  this  day,  and  are  prisoners  at  Queenstown. 

Agreeably  to  the  jiroposition  whioh  I  had  this  afternoon  the  hoDor  to 
16001^16,  as  coming  from  you,  I  have  agreed  to  a  cessation  of  firing  for 
three  days.  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Major  General  Isaac  Brock. 

Major  Ben.  Sheaffe  to  Gen.    Van    Menseelaer. 
Sir,  Fort  George,  13th  Oct.,  1812. 

I  lose  not  a  moment  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
date,  and  am  pleased  to  learn,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  officer  command- 
ing at  Queenstown,  having  opened  it,  had  acceded  to  your  proposal  of 
sending  surgeons  to  aid  the  wounded  prisoners,  without  incurring  the 
delay  which  would  have  been  occasioned  by  a  reference  to  me ;  but,  as 
our  means  of  affording  assistance  to  them,  as  well  as  to  our  own  wounded, 
may  be  inadequate,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  that  the  wounded  prisoners, 
whose  cases  may  admit  of  removal,  should  be  sent  over  to  you,  on  con- 
dition of  not  serving  again,  until  regularly  eschanged.  Though  the  pro- 
position which  I  had  the  honour  of  making  to  you  to  day,  did  not  go  to 
the  extent  which,  by  some  mistake,  you  were  led  to  suppose,  yet  I  readily 
concur  with  you  in  agreeing  to  a  cessation  of  firing  for  three  days,  and  I 
transmit  orders  to  that  effect  to  the  officers  commanding  at  the  several 
posts  on  this  line.     I  have  the  honour  &c. 

Major  General  Van  Keusselaer,  commanding  Lewiston. 


Sir,  Fort  George  13th  Oct.,  1812. 

Having  delayed  sending  my  accompanying  letter  to  give  General  Wads- 
worth, and  the  otheroffioers,  who  are  prisoners,  an  opportuoity  of  sending  for 
some  necessary  articles,  I  have  the  honor,  at  the  same  time  to  propose  an 
Exchange  of  Prisoners,  including  those  who  were  taken  some  days  ago  in 
the  two  Vessels  cut  out  from  Fort  Erie  Harbour.  I  have  further  to  pro- 
pose, Sir,  that  the  Militia,  taken  prisoners,  exceeding  the  number  that  may 
be  exchange,  shall  be  restored  to  their  homes  and  families  tinder  an 
engagement  not  to  serve  against  Great  Britain,  or  her  Allies,  during  the 
war,  or  until  regularly  exchanged,  I  have  the  honour  &c. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer. 

Gen.  Van  Benasdae/r  to  Major  Gen.  Brock.^ 
Sir,  Head  Quarters  Lewiston  14th  Oct.,  1812. 

Agreeably  to  your  permission,  verbally  communicated,  last  night,  to 
Capt.  Dox,  I  send  Surgeons  for  the  purpose  proposed.  And  I  have, 
now,  to  request,  that  an  officer  and  Detachment  of  men,  sufficient  for  the 
purpose,  may  be  permitted  to  bring  the  Dead  Bodies  over  the  Biver  in  Boats. 
Also  to  send  the  officers,  who  are  prisoners,  their  Baggage  acd  Cash, 

Major  General  Isaac  Brock.  I  have  the  honour  &e. 

'Although  it  was  reported  and  believed  that  the  commander,  General  Bcocfc,  had 
fiillen,  it  was  not  jet  officially  known,  and  consequently  the  official  despatches 
were  stiU  addressed  to  the  dead  hero. 
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Capt.  J.  Dennis  lo  Gen.  Vain  Uemaelaer, 
Sir,  Queenstown  14th  October,  1812. 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  by  Major  Gen.  Sheaffe,  that  the  service 
of  burying  the  dead  was  ordered  at  an  early  hour  yesterday  evening :  and 
in  consequence,  I  proceeded  with  that  duty  to  the  fallen  brave  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning,  which  waacompleated  as  far  as  they  could  be  discovered 
in  the  wood,  when  your  letter  of  this  date  arrived  this  forenoon.  Had  I 
known  of  your  wishes,  yesterday  evening,  I  should  have  given  every  assist- 
ance within  my  power  towards  their  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Obt.  Hble.  Sert., 

J.  Dennis,  Capt.  49,  Gen.  Commanding. 
Major  General  Van  Rensselaer. 


Gen.  Slieaffe  to  Gen.  1 
Sir,  Fort  George,  14tli  Oct  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  this  date  respecting  the 
employing  an  officer  and  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  collect  and  convey 
over  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead  for  the  purpose  of  burial,  this  service  is 
reported  to  me  to  have  been,  nearly  completed,  in  consequence  of  orders 
which  I  gave  yesterday.  But  should  any  body,  or  bodies  still  remain  unin- 
terred  that  you  may  particularly  desire  to  have  possession  of,  the  officer 
commanding  at  Queenstown  shall  be  directed  to  afford  every  facility  for 
recognizing  and  removing  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Major  G-eti.  Van  Eensselaer.  with  great- Respect, 

Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  to  Gen.  Sheaffe. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston  14th  Oct.  1812. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date 
relative  to  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead.  I  know  of  no  particular  ease  in  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  I  ought  to  avail  myself  of  your  humane 
permission.  To  the  general  Proposition  contained  in  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday, respecting  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  I  readily  accede;  and  now 
send  Captain  Dox  who  will  immediately  meet  such  Agent  as  you  may 
please  to  appoint  to  confer  on  the  subject,  and  make  such  arrangement 
as  may  most  speedily  carry  the  agreement  into  effect. 

Major  General  Sheaffe.  I  have  the  honor  &c.,  &o. 

Gen.  WadmoTtJi  to  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Sir,  Newark,  Upper  Canada,  Oct.,  14,  1812. 

It  falls  to  my  lot  to  observe  that  myself  and  upwards  of  Forty  Officers 
are  prisoners  at  this  place.  Many  officers  and  soldiers  fell  yesterday, 
I  am  not  yet  made  acquainted  with  what  the  situation  of  my  OfficerJ  and 
Soldiere  is  to  be.  We  are  yet  in  much  confusion.  Much  difficulty  arises 
this  morning  for  the  want  of  Specie ;  the  Officers,  generally,  the  State 
Bank  Bills  will  not  be  received  at  all.  If  the  officers  could  be  relieved 
by  an  exchange  of  Bills  for  silver,  it  wouid  be  much  for  their  comforL 
Excuse  me  from  saying  anything  further  at  this  moment.  I  hope  soon  to 
have  the  liberty  of  writing  you  again.  I  cannot  conclude  without  ex- 
pressing my  satisfaction  of  the  treatment  received  from  Gen.  Sheaffe  and 
liis  officers  since  we  fell  to  his  possession.  I  have  the  honor  &o. 

Maj.  Gen.  Van  Uensselaer. 

34 
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Ma^Cff  LtKett  to  Joseph  Alexartder. 
Dear  Alexander,  Evening  of  the  14tli  October,  1812. 

I  told  you  tLe  dreadful  day  of  Battle  was  at  hand.    Yesterday  was  that 
day  in  good  earnest.     I  lament  that  I  am  not  in  sitnation   to  detail  all 

Sirticnlara.  I  can  only  sketch  the  outline.  But  first  let  me  tell  you  that 
en.  Van  Eenaselaer  was  placed  in  a  situation  where  he  had  only  the  al- 
ternative of  eternal  disgrace  upon  his  own  Character,  and  the  army,  or  to 
give  the  enemy  Battle,  this  I  can  demonstrate  to  the  world.  Thus  situated 
he  decided  for  Battle.  At  4  oolock  yesterday  morning  our  column  of  300 
Militia  under  the  command  of  Col.  Van  Rensselaer;  and  one  column  of 
300  Hegulars,  under  the  command  of  Ijieut.  Col.  Christie  embarked  in 
Boats  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  ihe  Heights  of  Queenstown,  opposite 
our  camp.  They  were  to  land  under  cover  of  a  Battery  of  2  Eighteen 
Pounders,  and  two  Sixes.  As  the  Are  from  this  Battery  was  all  important 
and  to  be  directed  by  very  scant  lipht ;  and  if  illy  directed  would  be  fatal 
to  ourselves,  Gen.  Van  Eensselaer  did  me  the  very  great  honor  ta  direct  it. 
The  River  is  rapid,  and  full  of  whirlpools  and  eddies ;  the  movement  was 
instantly  discovered  ;  the  shore  was  one  incessant  blaze  from  Musketry  ; 
three  Batteries  pelted  upon  the  Boats.  My  Battery  pelted  alternately 
upon  the  Batteries,  and  upon  Musketry  on  shore;  while  a  snug  little 
mortar  near  by  complimented  my  battery  liberally  with  shells.  In  a  word 
the  scene  was  tremendous.  The  Boats  were  a  little  embarrassed.  But  Col. 
Van  Rensselaer  made  good  his  landing  in  a  perfect  sheet  of  fire.  He  had 
advanced  but  a  few  steps  when  he  received  a  shot  through  his  right  thigh, 
entering  just  back  of  the  hip  bone;  he  still  advanced  with  his  van;  re- 
ceived another  shot  through  the  same  thigh;  he  still  advanced  and  re- 
ceived a  third  shot  thro'  the  calf  of  his  left  leg;  he  still  advanced,  then  a 
fourth  shut  contused  his  heel  badly;  he  still  advanced  til!  he  was  really 
riddled  by  other  balls  through  his  legs  and  thigh.  Thus  bleeding  at  sis 
holes,  and  very  lame  in  his  heel,  he  halted  in  fire,  and  with  perfect  pre- 
sence of  mind,  directed  hisofficers  ofwbom  Step?ien  I^vsh  was  one,  who  is 
now  with  us  unhurt  [Lieut.  Lush  was  subsequently  dangerously  wounded 
before  Chippewa  in  October,  1814,]  to  rush  forward  and  storm  the  first 
Battery.  It  was  gallantly  done.  Both  parties  reinforced  fast;  every 
Battery  played  ite  best.  The  conflict  spread  wide  and  became  general 
over  the  Heights,  The  enemy  gave  way,  and  fled  in  every  direction.  A 
large  body  of  them  got  behind  a  stone  Guard-House,  in  which  was  mounted 
a  piece  of  heavy  ordnance.  I  directed  both  18-Pounders  against  it,  we 
raked  them  severely;  and  at  the  eighth  shot  tumbled  up  a  heap  of  men, 
and  1  believe  dismounted  the  Gun  ;  at  any  rate  we  silenced  it.  The  Squad 
then  fled  behind  Judge  Hamilton's,  stone  house,  our  Eighteen's  raked 
them  from  there,  and  what  could,  fled  ;  with  our  sixes  we  used  grape  as 
opportunity  offered.  By  this  time,  about  10  o'clock  the  enemy's  Are,  ex- 
cept one  Gun,  out  of  our  reach,  down  the  river,  was  silenced,  victory 
semed  complete. 

[The  British  forces  were  iriven  from  the  battery  down  the  heights, 
and  the  rising  sun  shone  upon  the  American  flag  on  the  Heights  of 
Queenston,  proclainvmg  victory.  This  gallant  and  brave  act  had  re- 
r  young  officers  and  soldiers  from  the  charges  which  had 
sely  made  of  cowardice  and  treachery,  but  they  were  too 
mber  to  retain  the  advantages  they  had  so  brilliantly  gained. 
Ihis  unrivaled  effort  raised  the  character  of  the  army  in  the  estimation 
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of  the  people,  and  in  some  degree  served  to  wipe  out  the  national  dis- 
honor of  that  campaign,]  The  battle  was  long  and  sevei-e.  Many 
are  killed  and  manj  wounded  on  both  sides.  The  General  had  passed 
over  to  the  Heights,  but  sent  me  back  to  urge  on  the  troops  which 
were  passing  over  to  support  the  two  columns.  Boon  after  the  Geoeral 
got  over,  and  was  tailing  a  bite  of  bread  and  cheese  in  John  Ball's 
barracks  (for  he  had  eaten  uo  breakfast)  a  Detachment  of  some  hundreds 
of  Indians  ftom  Ghippeway  arrived,  and  commenced  their  attack  with 
great  fury  :  but  the  Kifle  and  the  Bayonet  scattered  the  sons  of  Belial  and 
drove  them  to  the  woods.  Still  the  Reinforcements  moved  over  very 
slowly  and  in  short  stopped.  [The  General  returned  to  auoeierate  them, 
he  mounted  a  borrowed  horse  and  I  rode  with  him  every  where  urging 
on  the  troops,  for  not  one  half  of  them  had  passed  over.  But  the  name 
of  Indian  ;  the  sight  of  the  wounded  brought  off,  or  the  devil,  or  something 
else,  petrified  them.  Not  a  K«giment,  not  a  company,  scarcely  a  man 
would  go.  Lt.  Col.  Bloom,  who  had  returned  wounded,  from  the  Heights, 
mounted  his  horse,  eshorted,  swore,  prayed,  the  troops  who  were  standing 
paraded,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  to  advauoe.  Nest  (bat  from  wbenoe 
he  oame  I  know  not)  Old  Jtjdqe  Peck,  appeared,  with  a  large  cocked 
hat,  and  long  sword  with  a  broad  white  belt.  He  preached  and  prayed, 
but  in  vain.]  By  this  time  Gen.  Brock  had  got  a  large  reinforcement  of 
regulars  on  their  way  from  fort  George.  Knowing  that  our  grand  Battery 
was  the  best  check  to  their  ascending  the  Heights,  I  ran  my  horse  there, 
about  one  mile,  to  put  again  our  round  and  grape  shot  in  motion.  The 
four  pieces  were  shotted,  but  to  my  mortification,  before  the  reinforce- 
ment oame  within  our  reach,  they  obliqued  to  the  right,  went  in  the  rear 
of  the  woods,  formed  a  junction  with  the  Indians,  and  prepared  to  renew 
the  attack.  The  Ammunition  of  the  men  on  the  Heights  was  nearly  ex- 
pended, for  they  had  now  fought,  with  little  intermission  for  eleven  hours. 
The  General  sent  them  some  supplies,  which  I  think  could  scarcely  have 
reached  them,  when  at  about  half  past  four  commenced  a  furi(ma,  obsti- 
nate and  tremendous  conflict.  On  both  sides  fixed  cannon.  Plying  Artillery 
and  roll  of  musketry,  the  mountains  seemed  to  shake  beneath  the  stride 
of  death.  It  continued  about  half  a  hour  —  when  the  brave  fellows  who 
had  waded  through  blood  to  victory,  exhausted  of  strength  and  ammuni- 
tion [and  overwhelmed  with  grief  at  the  conduct  of  their  brother  soldiers,] 
yielded  the  day.  I  cannot  say  how  many  have  fallen  —  how  many  wounded, 
and  how  many  may  have  taken  to  the  woods  to  escape  the  fury  of  the 
Indians,  and  swim  or  otherwise  cross  the  river  as  they  can.  The  British 
have  suffered  much  ;  BaocK  is  slain  ;  his  Aid-de- Gamp  Col.  McDonald, 
mortally  wounded.  General  Van  Kensselaer  is  perfectly  well,  and  his 
conduct  through  the  whole  action  would  do  honor  to  an  old  Soldier. 

This  day  has  been  spent  in  burying  dead,  dressing  wounded  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  —  collecting  together  again  the  public  property,  negotiat- 
ing an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  all  the  duties  consequent  on  such  an 
obstinate  and  bloody  battle.  Both  parties  have  suffered  severely,  but 
which  the  mrat,  in  slain.  I  cannot  tell.  We  took  but  few  prisoners  —  they 
have  taken  a  very  considerable  number,  among  whom  is  General  Wads- 
worth.  Reports  are  so  various,  that  I  might  injure  more  than  I  should 
console  by  details.  Lush  is  well,  Ganaevoort  ia  well,  both  here.  Sweney 
late  of  Albany,  is  wounded  and  a  prisoner,  but  the  Surgeon  who  dressed 
him,  tells  me  he  will  recover.  Rathbun,  I  liave  heard  is  pretty  severely 
wounded  and  a  prisoner.     Capt.  John  E.  Wool  of  Troy  got  over.     I  have 
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seen  him,  shot  thro'  the  buttocks,  but  be  behaved  very  well  In  action. 
Now  mind  ihw,  young  Smith,  nephew  of  Walter  Van  Vechteii,  behaved 
well  in  action;  is  prisoner  at  Fort  George  —  well,  he  wrote  me  to  day,  he 
will  be  exchanged,  on  parole  In  a  few  days,  as  I  expect  all  the  Militia 
will.  General  Sheaffe  has  made  that  proposition  to  day.  Major  Mullany 
is  prisoner  unhurt.  Col.  Stranahan  is  prisoner,  I  believe  wounded,  but 
not  badly.  Grosvenor  (brother  of  Tom)  had  his  Eille  cap  shot  through 
and  all  round,  but  he  is  unhurt  here.  Lt.  Col.  Fenwick  of  the  Light 
Artillery  has  severe  wounds,  he  may  recover,  he  was  taken ;  Grosvenor 
retook  him,  and  then  he  was  taken  again.  We  have  lost  a  uumber  of 
brave  officers. 

Solomon's  wounds  are  severe ;  hut  he  is  well  taken  care  of,  sleeping 
now  by  my  side,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  recovery.  As  for  myself,  I 
am  exceedingly  eshausted — two  nights  without  a  wink — 30  hours  without 
a  morsel.  I  have  a  little  fatigue  fever,  but  shall  be  well :  indeed  I  do 
my  duty  now.  I  am  a  little  fearful  that  my  hearinff  is  hurt.  I  stood  for 
hours  between  the  two  18  Founders,  and  they  have  strained  my  head  too 
hard.  The  Shells  I  could  shun  by  ialling  in  the  mud.  Pray  console  my 
family,  tell  them  to  bless  God  that  I  am  safe.  I  have  preserved  for  them 
one  cannon  .Sa^  which  passed  my  head  by  20  inches,  and  I  gave  a  soldier 
50  cents  to  dig  it  up  for  me.  In  the  end,  you  will  find  we  had  a  hard 
fought  day.  Truly  Yours, 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  John  Lovett. 

Col.  Van  Benasdaer  to  Ms  Wife. 
My  dear  Harriot,  Lewiston  15th  October,  1812. 

The  day  before  yesterday  a  little  before  day-break  I  crossed  the  river 
with  a  Detachment  of  Troops  and  opposite  to  this  place,  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  the  enemy  carried  an  important  post  on  the  Heights  of  Queenstown, 
which  owing  to  my  being  wounded,  was  soon  after  retaken  by  the  British. 
Had  there  been  more  men  cool  and  deliberate  with  the  officers,  they  would 
have  maintained  it  with  ease.  Many  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both 
sides.  Genl,  Brock  was  killed  and  his  Aid  mortally  wounded.  I  received 
Balls  near  my  hip,  in  my  thighs,  leg  and  a  contused  heel.  There  are  no 
bones  broken,  and  neither  of  them  dangerous,  though  very  painful.  The 
General  and  Lovett  are  well.  Stephen  Lush  acted  as  my  Aid,  Gansevoort 
was  also  with  me,  they  are  not  hurt.  Adieu,  keep  up  your  spirits,  and 
rest  assured  I  am  in  no  danger.  Kiss  the  children  for  me  and  my  love 
to  all.     I  am  my  dear  Harriot  your  sincere  and  affectionate  Husband. 

Mrs.  Harriot  Van  Rensselaer,  Mount  Hope.      ^°^-  ^^^  ^ 


Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston  15  Oct.,  1812. 

Capt.  Dos,  whom  I  yesterday  sent  to  Port  George  to  make  the  necessary 
arranfiement*  for  an  Exohange  of  Prisoners,  being  assigned  for  other 
duty  this  day,  I  now  send  Col.  Winder,  to  complete  the  business,  and  I 
flatter  myself  there  will  be  no  objection  to  this  aubatitution.  Col.  Winder 
is  further  instructed  to  communicate  to  you  my  wiahea  upon  several  sub- 
jects, (a  continuation  of  the  Armistice)  and  hy  any  stipulation  which  he 
may  enter  into  respecting  them  I  shall  be  governed. 

,,  .      n  I  oL     ir  I  have  the  honour  &e. 

Major  General  Sheaffe. 
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Affreement  for  the  Exeliange  <if  Priaoners. 

The  Militia  to  be  crossecl  over  to  Fort  Niagara  on  their  parole  not  to 
serve  duriog  tbe  war ;  or  until  regularly  escbanged.  Take  Capt. 
Leooard's  Receipt  for  the  Number  crossed  over.  The  o£&cers  to  he  eschaoged 
from  the  Hoe,  to  be  drawn  by  lot,  or,  by  the  direction  of  Major  General 
Van  Eensselaer.  A  Medical  Person  will  be  sent  over  tomorrow  to  select 
from  the  wounded  those  individuals  to  be  crossed  over.  This  Medical 
Officer  will,  also,  determine  the  case  of  any  wounded  officer  that  it  may  be 
advisable  to  have  paroled.  The  British  Prisoners,  at  Black  Hock,  to  be 
set  at  liberty  as  soon  aa  possible;  and  those  at  Lewiston,  tomorrow  morning. 
The  Oommanding  Officers  at  Fort  Erie  and  Queenstown,  respectively,  to 
give  Receipts  for  those  who  may  be  crossed  over  to  those  places. 

James  Mallay,  conductor  of  King's  stores,  to  be  exchanged  for  a  Sub- 
altern of  the  line.  The  Thirty-seven  Voyagers  te  be  considered  exchanged 
99  Militia.  Signed,  at  Newark. 

Wm.  Winder  Col.  14  Reg.  U.S.  Army. 

Thos.  Evans  Brigade  Major  Kings  Regt. 

Colonel  Winder  wrote  to  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  that  Maj.  Gen.  Sheaffe 
had  mentioned  to  him  an  Indian  chief  in  possession  of  Gen.  V.R.  as  a 
prisoner.  He  was  willing  to  exchange  him  for  a  major  of  militia.  The 
answer  was  in  substance  that  Indian  for  Indian  was  the  fair  exchange. 

Major  Oenerai  Slteaff»  to  Masar  Oenertd  Van  Bensmlaer. 
Sir,  Fort  George,  16th  Oct.,  1812, 

I  have  heard  with  great  regret  that  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  is  badly  wounded. 
If  there  be  any  thing  at  my  command,  that  your  side  of  the  river  cannot 
furnish,  which  would  be  either  useful  or  agreeable  to  him,  I  beg  that  you 
will  be  BO  good  as  to  have  me  apprised  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  much  est«em. 

Your  very  devoted  servant, 

R.  H.  Sheafpe. 
Major  Oen.  Sheaffe  to  Gen.  Van  Menaselaer, 
Sir,  Fort  George,  16th  Oct.,  1812. 

As  the  period  assigned  to  the  cessation  of  hostilities  is  drawing  to  a  ter- 
mioatioD  ;  and  the  intended  exchange  of  prisoners  and  sending  over  the 
wounded  and  the  militia  will  require  much  more  time  than  remains  of  it ; 
and  as,  moreover,  part  of  this  day  is  to  be  devoted  to  paying  the  last  offices 
of  humanity  to  the  remains  of  my  departed  friend  and  General,  I  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  propose  a  prolongation  of  the  armistice  to  such  a  period  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  complete  execution  of  those  humane  purposes. 
Lists  are  prepared  for  all  the  prisoners  here,  distinguishing  those  of  the 
line  from  militia;  and  Brigade  Major  Evans,  who  has  been  appointed  by 
me  to  arrange  the  business  with  Capt.  Box,  will  be  ready  to  proceed  in  it, 
as  soon  as  that  officer  oomes  over.  I  have  the  honour  &c. 

Major  General  Van  Eensselaer. 


V  to  Gen.  Sheaffe. 
Sir,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston,  Oct.  16th,  1812. 

I  have  this  moment  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  two  letters  of  the 
present  date.  I  most  cheerfully  agree  to  extend  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties for  a  time  amply  sufficient  to  discharge  all  duties  of  humanity  to  the 
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brave  wlio  are  wounded,  or  prisoners;  and  the  just  tribute  oF  respect  to 
the  gallant  dead.  For  these  purposes  I  agree  to  the  further  cessation  of 
hostilities,  until  4  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  instant, 

I  shall  order  a  salute  for  the  funeral  of  General  Brock  to  be  fired  here, 
and  at  Fort  Niagara,  this  afternoon. 

You  will  please  to  aooept,  sir,  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  Col. 
Van  Rensselaer  and  mjself,  for  your  kind  offer  of  anything  in  your  power 
which  might  contribute  to  his  comfort.  I  do  not  know  that  he  is  at  pre- 
sent destitute  of  anything  essential. 

As  this,  sir,  is  probably  the  last  communication  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  make  to  jou  from  this  station,  I  avail  mjself  of  the  opportunity  to 
tender  you  the  aesuraoce  of  my  great  esteem  and  consideration. 

„  .      ^  ,  cu     ffl  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Major  General  Sheaffe.  ' 

Cwptain  JV.  Leonard  to  &en.  Van  Bensselaer. 
Sir,  Port  Niagara,  Oct.  16tb,  1812,  4  o'clock  p.  M. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  *  *  *  of  this  Instant.  The  Salute 
in  honor  of  Gen.  Brock  will  be  fired  at  Sun-set.  I  delivered  your  letter 
to  Col.  Winder.  I  am,  &o. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer, 

Ma§or  Gen.  S/ieafe  to  Major  Gen.  Van  Benmelaer. 
Sir,  Fort  George,  16th  Oct.,  1812. 

I  feel  too  strongly  the  generous  tribute  which  you  propose  to  pay  to 
my  departed  friend  and  chief,  to  be  able  to  express  the  sense  I  entertain 
of  it.     Noble-minded  as  he  was,  so  would  he  have  done  himself 

I  have  directed  the  prolongation  of  the  armistice  until  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  19th  instant,  to  be  commnnicated  along  this  line. 

I  feel  a  perfect  confidence,  sir,  that  nothing  will  be  omitted  on  your 
part  to  ensure  a  strict  execution  of  the  agreement  respecting  the  militia 
officers  and  men,  as  well  as  any  others  not  yet  exchanged,  who  are  re- 
leased from  their  captivity. 

Allow  me.  sir,  to  express  a  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  amity  between  our  respective  countries,  may 
afford  me  an  opportunity  of  assuring  you,  personally,  of  the  respect  and 
esteem  with  which     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

M.j.  General  Y.a  Ken..elae,.        ".  H.  S».*™,  M.j.  Ge.e,,l,  *o. 

The  British  Major  General  Sheaffe  was  an  American,  he  resided  dur- 
ing the  American  revolution  in  Boston.  Earl  Percy  was  quartered  in 
the  house  of  young  Sheaffe's  widowed  mother,  at  the  time  when  Boston 
was  in  possession  of  the  British.  The  earl  became  greatly  interested  in 
the  boy  of  15  years  and  desiring  to  take  him  to  England,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  do  30,  giving  him  a  military  education  and  placing  him  in  the 
British  army.  When  young  Sheaffe  was  a  major  genera!,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  of  1812,  he  was  stationed  in  Canada;  he  did  not 
wish  to  serve  against  the  Americans  and  stated  his  objections  and  reluct- 
ance to  do  so,  requesting  to  be  transferred  to  some  other  country.  His 
solicitation  was  not  regarded.  For  his  exploit  in  capturing  Colonel  Seott 
and  his  little  band  at  Queeeston  heights,  he  was  created  a  baronet,  and 
ever  afterward  was  known  as  Sir  Roger  Sheaffe. 
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"  His  sister  Margaret  Sheaffe  married  Jolin  R.  Livingston,  then  a 
Boston  merchant,  in  Vtl9  ;  and  died  iu  Boston  1784,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four.  General  La  Fayette  visited  and  admired  her.  He  once  said  to 
her  lover,  '  Were  I  not  a  married  man,  I  would  try  and  cut  jou  out.' 
After  Lis  return  to  France,  the  marquis  sent  her  a  '  satin  cardinal,  lined 
with  ermine,  and  an  elegant  silk  garment  to  wear  under  it.'  The  relio 
was  long  preserved." 

"When  General  Sheaffe  marched  in  triumph  from  Queenston  to  New- 
ark, he  took  with  him  the  'hody  of  the  skin  General  Brock,  which  had 
been  concealed  in  a  bouse  near  where  he  fell.  The  march  had  a  tw(K 
fold  aspect.  It  was  a  triumphal  and  a  funeral  procession.  At  Newark 
the  body  was  placed  in  the  government  house,  and  there  it  lay  in  state 
three  days,  when  it  was  buried,  on  October  16th,  in  a  new  cavalier  bastion 
in  Fort  George,  whose  erection  he  had  superintended  with  great  interest. 
By  the  side  of  Brock's  remains  were  laid  those  of  hie  provincial  aid-de- 
camp. Lieutenant  Colonel  M'Donell.  When  the  funeral  ceremonies  were 
over,  the  Americans  at  Fort  Niagara  and  at  Lewiston  fired  minute-guns 
as  a  mark  of  respect." 

H(nt.  Abraham  Van  Veekten  to  Sol.  Van  Hensadaer. 
Dear  sir,  Albany,  October  20th  1812. 

The  OasA  has  been  made,  I  am  relieved  from  much  painful  appre- 
hension. Harriet  bears  the  Shock  with  fortitude.  Your  letter  &  I)ox'b 
information  have  quieted  her  mind.  She  &  the  child  are  in  a  fair  way. 
Take  oarc  of  yourself.  Do  not  irritate  your  wounds  by  fretting,  and 
premature  exposure.  In  this  Injunction  I  am  not  single,  all  those  whose 
wishes  &  solicitude  for  your  speedy  recovery  claim  respect  concur  in  it. 
Lovett  must  keep  you  in  good  Spirits  &  a  placid  humour ;  but  refrain 
from  evevy  ihing  that  may  produce  too  great  escitementa.  He  will  be  a 
good  nurse,  if  he  does  not  present  an  old  Gentleman  with  a  white  Sash, 
in  a  certain  moving  attitude  too  early  before  you.     Yours  &c,, 

Ab-  Van  Veohten. 

Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Head  Quarters,  Lewiston. 

Major  Lovett  to  H<m.  Ahrdham  Van  Vechten, 
Dear  Sir,  Buffalo,  2l6t  Oct.,  1812. 

I  know  that  you  are  anxious  to  hear  from  ua,  and  I  should  have  written 
you  several  days  ago  ;  but  really  I  could  not  command  a  singlcp  moment  of 
time  to  do  it:  and  besides  the  privations  to  which  our  late  situation 
subjected  ua  has  worn  me  down  a  good  deal.  The  preparations  for  the 
battle  were  extensive  —  the  various  emergences  of  the  daj  called  for  great 
effort ;  the  scenes  of  the  night  were  trying,  and  the  duties  of  the  following 
day  arduous.  It  is  over;  and  as  I  have  but  little  time  now,  I  shall  write 
hut  a  word.  The  Battle  was  by  no  means  a  matter  of  choice,  but  absolule 
necegiity  with  Gen  I.  Van  Eensselaer  —  A  flood  of  circumstances  had  con- 
vinced the  Genl.  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  this  month  that  a  blow  must 
be  struck.  He  was  therefore  maturing  a  plan  to  close  the  campaign  in 
the  most  honorable  way  he  could.  But  the  impetuosity  of  not  only  men, 
but  his  first  officers  became  such  that  he  was  absolutely  compelled  to  go 
to  battle,  or  risk  such  consequences  as  no  man  could  endure.  *  i'  *  The 
Army  are  immensely  attached  to  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Solomon  :  and 
they  are  almost  frantic  at  their  departure.  The  General  feels  all  the 
Botioltude  that  a  Patriot  jealous  of  his  honor  can  experience;  but  he  ia 
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ehoerful,  and  reposes  himself  on  solid  consciousness  of  having  done  all 
that  man  could  do  in  his  situation.  *  *  *  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  I 
mounted  Coionei  Van  Rensselaer  on  a  cot,  rigged  with  cross-bars  and  side 
polos  and  a  Detachment  of  Major  Mosely's  Riflemen  brought  him  by  hand 
to  Schlosser,  where  we  tarried  that  night.  As  we  passed  the  main  Battery 
at  Lewiston,  they  fired  a  sa  lute  of  sis  guns  and  cheered  the  Hero  heartily. 
On  the  19th  I  embarked  him  on  board  a  Boat,  and  arrived  here  at  8 
oclook  in  the  evening. 

The  Genl.  is  here  in  perfect  health,  and  will  continue  here  till  he  can 
hear  from  Genl.  Dearborn,  and  then  I  expect,  he  will  return  home.  I 
shall  not  leave  Solomon.  He  is  badly  shot  to  pieces :  has  one  more  ball 
in  the  thigh  than  what  is  stated  in  the  official  paper ;  but  he  is  in  quiet 
quarters  where  he  has  every  attention.  His  wounds  work  well,  be  will 
recover  and  be  a  well  man  ;  but  I  fear  he  will  never  leave  off  fighting. 
Indulge  no  solicitude  as  to  his  recovery  *  *  *  Let  Solomon's  Wife  know 
all  about  hira,  assure  h^r  I  shall  not  leave  him,  but  will  return  him  safe 
to  her.  *  *  *  I  am  Yours  very  truly, 

Abraham  Van  Veehten,  Esq.  John  Lovett. 

Colonel  Lovett  furnished  Ool.  V.  R.  with  a  pair  of  white-top  boots,  his 
own  having  been  cut  from  his  legs,  filled  with  blood  on  the  13th,  and  his 
crutches  were  presented  by  a  French  gentleman.  The  first  time  the  in- 
valid entered  the  common  room,  quite  feeble,  pale  and  thin,  finding  it 
very  unpleasant  to  walk,  Lovett  whilo  assisting  him  to  do  so,  with  a  desire 
to  make  him  laugh  said  :  "  Well  Van,  here  we  go,  French/ore  legs,  Dutoh 
hind  legs,  and  Yanhee  boots." 

"The  following  report  of  Captain  John  E.  Wool  will  put  to  rest  several 
controverted  points  regarding  the  sequel  of  the  afiair  of  Queenston, 
about  which  there  has  been  so  much  misrepresentation.  Captain  Wool 
at  this  time  was  only  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  bad  never  been  under 
fire  before  that  morning,  and  was  already  wounded.  Elated  with  the  order 
to  capture  the  heights,  young  Wool  almost  forgot  his  bleeding  wounds. 
Ho  was  light  and  Hthe  in  person,  full  of  ambition  and  enthusiasm. 

Copt.  Wool  to  Colonel  Van  Ben^elaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Buffalo  Oct.  23,  1812 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  you  the  circumstances  attending 
the  storming  of  Qneenstown  battery  on  the  13th  instant;  with  those 
which  happened  previously  you  are  already  well  aeqnainted. 

In  pursuance  of  your  order  we  proceeded  round  the  point,  and  ascended 
the  rooks,  which  brought  us  partly  in  rear  of  the  battery.  We  took  it 
without  much  resistance.  I  immediately  formed  the  troops  in  the  rear 
of  the  battery,  and  fronting  the  village,  when  I  observed  Gen.  Brock  with 
his  troops  formed,  consisting  of  four  companies  of  the  49th  Regiment  and 
a  few  Militia,  marching  for  our  left  flank.  I  immediately  detached  a 
party  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  take  possession  of  the  heights 
above  Queenstowu  battery  and  to  hold  Gen.  Brock  in  check,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  his  superior  force  they  retreated.  J  sent  a  reinforcement, 
noth  with  standing  which,  the  enemy  drove  us  to  the  edge  of  the  bank, 
when  with  the  greatest  exertion  we  brought  the  troops  to  a  stand  and 
ordered  the  officers  to  bring  their  men  to  a  eharge  as  soon  as  the  ammu- 
nition was  expended,  which  was  executed  with  some  confusion,  and  in  a 
few  minutes,  the  enemy  retreated.     We  pursued  them  to  the  edge  of  the 


db,Google 


Leqact  of  Historical  QLBANiNsg,  278 

heights,  wheQ  Col.  MeDoael]  had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him,  aod 
himself  mortally  wounded.  In  tba  mean  time  Gen.  Brook,  in  attemptiog 
to  rally  his  foroes,  was  killed,  when  the  enemy  dispersed  io  every  direc- 
tion. As  soon  as  it  was  practicable,  I  formed  the  troops  in  a  line  on  the 
heights  fronting  the  village,  and  immediately  detiiohed  Banking  parties 
which  consisted  of  Captain  M'Chesney  of  the  6th  Regiment,  Lieut.  Smith 
and  Ensign  Grosvenor  with  a  small  detachment  of  Riflemen  which  had  that 
moment  arrived ;  at  the  same  time  I  ordered  Lieut.  Gansevoort  and  Lieut. 
Randolph  with  a  detachment  of  artillery  to  drill  out  ao  eighteen  pounder 
which  had  been  previously  apiked,  and  if  possible  to  hring  it  to  beat  upon 
the  village.  The  wounded  and  prisoners  I  ordered  to  be  collected  and 
sent  to  the  guard  house.  About  this  time,  which  was  between  three  and 
four  o'clock  io  the  afternoon,  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  arrived  aad  took  the 
command.  He  ordered  me  across  the  river  to  get  my  wounds  dressed. 
I  remained  a  short  time.  Oar  flanking  parties  had  been  driven  in  by  the 
Indians,  but  Gen.  Wadsworth  and  other  oifioers  arriving,  we  had  a  short 
skirmish  with  them  and  they  retreated,  and  I  crossed  the  river.  The 
officers  engaged  in  storming  the  Battery,  were  Capts.  Wool  and  Ogilvie ; 
Lieuts.  Kearney,  Hugonin,  Cam  and  Sammons  of  the  13th  ;  Lieuts.  Gan- 
sevoort and  Randolph  of  the  Light  Artillery,  and  Major  Lush  of  the  Mi- 
litia. I  recommend  to  your  particular  notice  Lieuts.  Randolph,  Gurr  and 
Kearney,  for  their  brave  conduct  exhibited  during  the  whole  of  the  action. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  most  obt.  humble  servt. 

John  E.  Wool, 
Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer.  Capt.  13th  Reg,  Inf. 

M(^or  Louett  to  Joseph  Alexander. 
Dear  Alexander,  Sunday  Evening,  Oct.  25th,  1812. 

On  the  23d,  General  Van  Rensselaer,  by  permission,  resigned  his  oom- 
mand  to  Brig.  Gen.  Smyth,  and  tomorrow  morning  starts  for  Albany.  It 
was  my  intention  to  have  stolen  time  eno'  to  have  written  you  a  long 
letter  stuffed  with  important  truths  by  this  conveyance;  but  for  three 
days  past  it  has  been  nothing  but  Despatches,  copies  of  despatches,  and 
copies  of  copies  'till  my  brains  are  despatched.  These  things  by  day, 
and  Solomon  by  night  wear  me  down  pretty  close  to  the  old  stuff  which 
hag  not  yet  failed,  and  I  trust  in  God  it  will  not  faii  me.  I  shall  now 
have  leisure  to  post  up  my  day  Boole  expense  account,  and  put  my  travel- 
iDg  tabernacle  in  order.  When  I  shall  start  for  Albany  is  just  as  uncer- 
tain as  when  Salomon  will  be  able  to  travel.  His  wounds  are  deep  and 
severe  ;  but  he  is  heart-whole  and  will  recover  —  leave  him  I  cannot,  and 
will  not.  I  hope  he  may  move  in  four  weeks.  I  know  you  have  a  buzz, 
and  10,000  opinions  of  the  Battle  :  all  I  can  say  to  you  in  this  moment  of 
time  is,  don't  be  hasty  in  your  opinions:  you  cannot  view  the  whole 
ground  yet,  but  you  will  soon,  and  be  satisfied.  I  tell  you  for  a  truth 
never  to  he  yielded,  there  was  no  middle  course  ;  Battle,  or  wide,  personal, 
and  public  disgrace  was  the  alternative  ;  this  I  know  was  the  truth,  and 
truth  must  u  ma  e  y  p  e  L  I  hardly  know  what  I  wrote  you  in  my 
hur  y  at  the  c  ose  of  he  b  e  ;  but  it  was  undoubtedly  the  truth  as  far 
as  I  hen  unde  o  d  he  fa  ts.  I  have  since  by  permission  forwarded  a 
leng  hycnran  oto'^n  Vechten  on  the  subject,  to  be  used  at  his 
disc  e  n  Bu  e  e  t  ts  still  behind,  resting  on  documenta,  which 
35 
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the  General  baa  not  yet  communicated  to  any  one.  In  a  word,  be  patient, 
and  learn  tbe  whole;  and  then  jou  will  ha^e  no  occasion  to  complain. 
Wait  a  few  weeks,  and  the  Campaign  will  disclose  its  own  facts.  I  find 
not  an  officer,  not  a  aoldier  who  was  in  the  battle  bnt  justifies  the  whole  — 
indeed  the  complete  success  of  the  battle  ju  fle  self  we  carried  alt 
that  we  proposed,  and  held  it  from  morn  '  II  n  gh  an  1  had  double  the 
force  necessary  to  have  retained  it.  Never  w  e  m  n  1  a  er  than  those 
engaf^ed.  The  several  actions  were  sharp  b  il  he  world  was  not 
killed  nor  wounded  as  some  have  represen  d  Exact  t  uth  upon  this 
subject  can  never  be  known  —  it  is  impossil:  le  —  be  a  egate  of  our  in- 
formation wouldaboutwarrantthia:  Killed6( —  wo  nl  dli( — Prisoners, 
balance  against  us,  saj  720.  As  to  nvmbers  the  slaughter  was  probably 
about  even  on  both  sides.  But  Characters  difi'er.  We  lost  no  officer  of 
higher  rank  than  Captain. 

All  Canada  mourns  her  truly  gallant  Brock  and  Col.  McDonald,'  his 
Aid-.de-Camp,  was  tbe  Attorney  General  of  the  Province,  their  second  Idol. 
I  knew  him.  Two  Indian  Chief's  fell — we  took  one.  Tbe  Armistice  which 
was  agreed  upon  after  the  Battle  for  three  days,  has  been  continued,  and 
now  exists  r  when  it  will  end  I  cannot  say.  Since  the  Battle  every  thing 
has  been  conducted  in  that  character  which  will  forever  honor  civilized 
nations.  The  Salute  which  we  fired  at  Brocks  Funeral,  almost  over- 
whelmed General  Sheaffe.  With  sensibility  which  almost  choked  bia  ut- 
terance, he  exclaimed  to  an  officer  standing  by  him  ;  "  Noble  minded  as 
General  Broch  was,  he  would  have  ordered  the  same  had  a  like  disaster 
befallen  the  Enemy." 

On  hearing  this  Gent.  V.  R.,  was  almost  overwhelmed.  My  friend, 
the  scenes  of  war  are  trying,  and  where,  where  in  God's  name,  are 
they  to  end  ?  My  soul  is  in  agony  while  I  review  the  situation  of  our 
Country. 

Governor  Tompkins,  by  exceeding  hard  driving  has  so  managed,  and 
economized  his  time  as  to  be  able  to  be  in  seasou  to  get  here  too  late. 
He  arrived  here  this  day.  Why,  or  for  what,  is  more  than  I  can  tell  you. 
He  has  been  closeted  almost  the  whole  day  with  the  General ;  but  I  can- 
not learo  that  he  has  any  plan,  or  plan  of  a  plan,  or  copy  of  a  plan's, 
plan's  plan.  I  know  that  which  I  will  not  write,  wait  a  little,  I  say, 
wait,  do  not  descant,  nor  condemn  until  you  know  the  real  situation  in 
which.  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  has  had  to  act.  At  bottom  you  will  find  the 
friend  —  the  Patriot,  and  the  Soldier. —  I  fear  my  hearing  is  ruined  ;  it  is 
not  much  better  now  than  the  day  after  the  battle  —  the  Lord  deliver  me, 
I  say,  from  tbe  Music  of  18  Pounders,  with  bombs  for  tbe  rough  Bass, 
and  ^ises  for  the  treble. 

Tell  my  dear  family  all  you  know  of  us  —  and  my  love  to  all  my  old 
friends.  Last  of  all,  pay  your  General  that  Respect  and  attention  which 
hia  toils,  privations  and  Soldiership  entitle  him  to. 

Your  assured  friend, 

Mr,  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany,  J.  Lovett. 

"  Major  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  found  much  that  was  offens- 
ive to  his  sensitive  feelings  in  the  absurd  rivalry  of  the  regular  officers 

'  "  Lieutenant  McDonell  was  a  briiliaut  and  promising  young  mau,  onlj  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  was  wounded  in  five  places,  one  hullet  passing  tlirough  his 
body,  yet  he  survived  twenty  hours  in  great  agony.  During  that  time  he  oou- 
BtanlJy  lamented  tlie  fell  of  his  commander." 
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and  the  beartlesa  oonductoftte  militia.  This  truly  valiant  band  previous 
to  the  action,  he  well  knew  insisted  on  being  led  on  against  the  enemy  to 
drive  them  from  the  Niagara  peninsula,  so  that  they  could  return  home. 
Many  of  them  threatened  to  leave  the  camp  unless  led  to  immediate  action, 
and  now  what  a  disgraceful  change.  After  the  commencement  of  the 
battle,  thesightof  the  wounded,  as  they  were  brought  across  the  river  covered 
with  blood,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying,  cooled  their  military  ardor. 
They  now  appeared  to  have  made  the  discovery  that  the  constitution  did 
not  require  them  to  go  beyond  the  limits'of  the  United  States.  Rather 
than  cross  over  to  an  enemy's  country  to  be  shot  at,  with  a  chance  of 
being  killed,  or  made  cripples  for  life,  they  determined  to  forego  their 
chance  of  obtaining  military  honors.  Several  hundred  of  the  militia, 
after  they  had  crossed  over  to  the  Canadian  shore,  availed  themselves  of 
the  darkness  and  other  facilities  to  hide  themselves  in  the  clefts  of  the 
rocks,  where  they  remained  in  concealment  during  the  day,  and  were  only 
draped  by  the  legs  from  their  lurking  places  by  the  British  troops  after 
the  surrender  of  the  fighting  part  of  the  Americans.  All  this  had  been 
very  annoying  to  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and  having  obtained  permis- 
sion from  Gov.  Tompkins  to  retire  from  the  station,  on  October  23,  1813, 
he  resigned  his  situation  as  commander  and  General  Alexander  Smyth 
became  his  successor.  On  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  at  Albany 
October  Slst,  he  was  justly  honored  by  a  public  reception  Teunis  Van 
Vechten,  Isaac  Ilauser,  and  Peter  Boyd  were  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  common  council  to  make  the  necessary  arrangement  for  the  event. 
The  reception  was  as  imposine  and  highly  gratifying  to  the  general  as  it 
was  pleasant  to  those  who  tendered  the  compliment.  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer never  forgot,  in  his  subsequent  unparalleled  prosperity  the  Almighty 
power  that  had  watched  over  and  protected  him  during  that  eventful 
struggle." 

Major  L(/Beil  to  Joaepli  Alexander. 
My  dear  Friend,  Buflalo  Nov.  2d,  1812. 

Anchored  as  we  are  in  this  infernal  region,  it  was  very  reasonable  for 
us  to  expect  letters  from  some  of  our  friends  by  the  last  mail,  but  we  got 
none.  Oonscious  that  our  little  Family  have  done  all  that  they  could,  and 
more  than  any  other  three  Men  have,  or  can  do,  we  feel  tranquil,  and  how- 
ever the  world  may,  for  the  present,  attempt  to  dispose  of  the  Battle  of 
Queenstown,  in  the  end  I  do  know  that  Truth  will  prevail,  and  it  will  be 
acknowledged  that  all  that  could  be  done  has  been  done.  Every  day 
furnishes  new  evidence  of  the  astonishing  intrepidity  of  the  Americans 
engaged  in  the  action.  The  fact  is  repeated,  over  and  over  again,  by 
British  Officers,  that  in  the  first  place,  they  did  not  believe  we  would  fight 
at  all ;  and  in  the  nest,  that  the  men  fought  more  like  Devils  than  any 
thing  else ;  that  for  the  first  ten  hours,  all  resistance  opposed  was  perfectly 
idle.  Out  of  the  46  first  men  who  met  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  on  the  bank, 
it  is  admitted  but  Six  got  off.  Grosvenor  assures  me  that  in  one  instance, 
when  some  Infantry  and  his  Eifiemengot  a  cross  fire  upon  a  squad  of  the 
enemy,  he  counted  Sixteen  dead,  almost  in  a  heap.  Indeed  the  oldest 
Hoidiers  on  the  line  say,  they  never  saw  such  sharp  shooting.  Lt,  Col. 
Fenwick  is  an  old  Soldier ;  he  says,  he  does  not  believe  the  annals  of  war, 
furnish  such  an  instance  of  mark'smanship.  He  says  he  was  known  to  many 
of  the  enemy's  officers  :  that  he  was  instantly  clothed  with  bullets  —  one  ia 
his  eye— one  in  his  right  elbow  — one  in  his  side — and  I  yesterday  counted 
nine  ball  holes  in  liis  little  cloak.     Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  bade  his  boy 
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bring  his  eoat  the  other  day.  We  found  a  musket  hall  entered  the  cape, 
just  under  his  right  ear,  passed  ahout  three  inches,  and  out  again  ;  under 
his  right  wrist,  a  ball  cut  coat  and  iioing  through  four  inches  ;  and  there 
are  several  others  thro'  the  skirt  of  his  coat.  The  stocking  which  was  on 
the  leg  that  was  wounded,  besides  the  two  holes  where  the  ball  went  in 
and  out,  has  no  less  than  five  holes  across  the  shin.  The  shots  in  Gen. 
"Wadsworth's  clothes  shew  his  escape  to  have  been  nest  to  miraculous. 
But  these  cotton  and  woolen  stories  are  too  many  and  too  long  to  write  ;  they 
may  do  to  talk  ahout  when  we  meet.  The  truth  is,  that  altho'  my  spirits  are 
not  depressed,  I  feel  sober  — the  scenes  of  war,  to  a  thoughtful  mind,  are 
sobering.  Besides,  I  think  I  see  the  finger  of  Heaven  pointing,  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  mistaken,  in  that  poised  scale  ofaueeesBwhich  swung  beforeour  eyes 
at  the  end  of  the  battle.  I  am  satisfied  for  myself,  and  now,  but  not  till 
now,  I  have  a  desire  to  return  home.  I  call  myself  well;  but  my  health 
is  not  just  as  rugged  as  it  was;  from  the  11th  Aug  to  the  26th  October,  I 
had  never  touched  any  thing  like  a  bed  —  been  by  no  fire ;  and  now,  sleeping 
in  a  bed,  and  sitting  by  a  warm  fire,  lets  me  down  from  the  tone  I  had 
acquired.  Besides  the  night  of  the  first  attack  (as  we  intended)  was  one 
of  the  most  trying  I  ever  experienced  —  incessant  storm  ;  half  snow,  half 
rain,  the  12th  was  all  duty;  the  13ih  all  death  ;  and  the  subsequent  scenes 
Lave  been  trying  to  body,  and  soul.  But  I  shall  stand  it  thro' and  get  home. 
The  General  is  helbre  this  with  you.  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  general 
subject.  I  have  only  to  charge  you  all  to  stick  to  the  man  wbohas  stuck  to 
his  country  and  command,  until  passing  events  taught  him  that  his  further 
efforts  in  commanding  Militia,  as  things  tiovi  are,  could  only  disgrace  him, 
without  serving  his  Country.  The  Colonel  is  doing  as  we)!  as  possible, 
and  we  hope,  this  day  week,  to  start  for  Albany  :  but  I  am  not  without 
some  fears  that  the  wound  where  the  ball  is  lodged,  will  yet  give  the 
Colonel  some  trouble. 

The  Editor  of  the  Buffalo  Gazette  and  your  letter  speak  pretty  much 
the  same  language.  The  hiss  of  Vipers  grows  feeble  here.  I  can  tell 
yon  nothing,  certain,  of  what  Genl.  Smyth  intends  to  do,  but  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  think  he  may  attempt  if,  contrary  to  my  opinion  he  attempts  any 
thing.  1  think  he  may  attempt  to  cross  here,  and  the  result  I  will 
show  you,  when  I  return  home,  if  Gen.  Van  Eensselaer  will  suffer  publicity 
of  an  opinion  which  he  long  ago  wrote  Gen.  Dearborn  on  that  subject,  the 
opinion  is  full  and  able.  The  world  imist  and  shall  be  convinced  that  this 
Campaign  has  been  conducted  with  open  eyes,  directed  by  busy  brains. 
Guard  the  Character  of  your  General,  his  Papers  will  defend  him.  Col. 
Fenwick  says,  unreservedly  that  Gen.  V.  R.  has  done  all  thai  covM  lie 
done.  There  was  yesterday  a  severe  Cannonade  below,  probably  on  Lake 
Ontario  —  we  have  no  intelligence,  possibly  a  Naval  Brush  oa  the  Lake. 
Just  now.  Col.  Parker,  the  most  respectable  Of&cer  in  Smyth's  Brigade 
called  to  see  us:  he  says  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  will  not  cross  over  to 
Canada.  Let  Gen.  V.  K.  know  this  immediately.  Col.  Fenwick  desires 
me  in  the  most  affectionate  manner  to  present  him  to  the  General,  he  is 
now  next  door  to  us.  Bo  you  tell  the  Genl.  I  wish  be  would  write  a  short 
consoling  line  to  Col.  Fenwick.  Yours,  ever  faithfully, 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander.  J.  Lovett. 

At  Buffalo,  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife,  filled 
with  expressions  of  gratitude  toward  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and  con- 
cluded by  saying,  "  I  congratulate  jou  on  the  birth  of  our  little  boy.    That 
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tbia  should  have  taken  place  on  the  same  night  I  made  the  attack  on  the 
British  is  singular.  He  must  be  a  soldier."  This  child  was  called 
Stephen,  after  the  Patrooa,  but  he  only  lived  a  few  months, 

Buffalo  Gazette,  Novei^ber  3i-d,  1812. 
Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  whose  great  military  talents,  and  es- 
tensive  knowledge  of  service  are  admitted  by  all,  had  through  the  whole 
campaign,  so  assiduously  devoted,  as  it  were,  his  very  heart  and  soul  to 
forming,  disciplining,  and  managing  the  army  on  the  Niagara,  that  as  to 
him  the  last  whisper  of  party  malice  seemed  hashed.  He  was  determined 
that  whenever  a  descent  should  be  made  upon  Canada,  to  take  a  leading 
part  in  it;  and  he  governed  himself  aoeordingly.  The  descent  was  made, 
and  Vol.  Van  Rensselaer  was  in  the  first  boat,  and  was  the  First  Man  on 
shore,  Sheeted  in  fire  he  advanced,  and  his  brave  heroes  tracked  him  by 
his  blood  up  the  heights  of  Queenstown  :  the  result  is  known  —  and  there  is 
not,  now,  an  officer,  or  soldier  admitted  to  the  bedside  of  the  wonnded 
hero,  but  esclaims,  "  had  not  you,  heen  wounded,  we  should  have  taken  Fort 
George."  This  wounded  hero  now  lies  at  Landon's  in  this  village.  At 
this  same  place  Governor  Tompkins  had  hia  quarters,  while  he  was  here. 
He  had  in  pocket  the  ofGcial  letter  of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  stating  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  and  other  officers  in  the  action. 
Yet  this  same  Goo.  Tompkins  never  called  on  Col.  Van  Kensselaer,  in  an 
adjoining  room,  nor  sent  him  a  consoling  message. 

"  Did  Gen.  Smyth  expect  to  rouse  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York 
to  arms,  by  a  most  grces,  shameless,  and  arrogant  attack  upon  General 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  than  whom  there  is  not  a  man  among  us  more 
endeared  to  the  people ;  and  upon  Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  whose 
courage  and  firmness  have  made  him  the  idol  of  the  soldiery,  in  every  serv- 
ice in  which  he  has  been  engaged? 

Col.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 
"  All  will  recollect  the  prophetic  words  of  Mr.  Cnstis  in  his  celebrated 
oratioD  :  'Perhaps  at  this  moment  some  fearless  sailor  climbs  the  shat- 
tered maat  to  nail  the  Aug  of  my  country  to  its  stump,' —  affirming  on  his 
life  that 'he  is  a  federalist!"  This  was  followed  by  the  annunciation, 
in  a  few  days  of  Captain  Hull's  conquest  of  the  Guerriere.  The  nest  sen- 
tence in  the  oration  has  been  verified,  respecting  Canada  in  as  remark- 
able a  manner :  '  Perhaps  some  gallant  soldier  may  yet  scale  the  heights 
of  Abraham,  to  wreath  liberty's  standard  around  Montgomery's  tomb.  I 
tell  you  the  first  foot,  which  touches  that  classic  ground,  will  be  a  fede- 
ralists.' This  was  fulfilled  in  the  person  of  the  brave  Solomon  Van 
Rensselaer,  a  man  who  has  more  than  once  shed  his  blood  and  nearly  lost 
his  life  in  fighting  his  country's  battles,  though  he  was  ungratefully  re- 
moved from  office  by  Governor  Tompkins,  for  the  only  sin  of  being  a 
federalist. 

A  correspondent   has  handed  us   the   following   song  in    his  honor. 
Though  not  the  neatest  versifioation,  it  deserves  attention  for  its  object. 
A  New  Bong,  to  the  fane  of  Anacreon  in  Heaven. 
"  When  our  army  prepar'd  to  capture  Queenstown, 
A  leader  was  chosen  of  gallant  renown. 
From  an  old  fed'ral  stock  our  hero  was  sprung. 
Hia  honor  unstain'd  but  by  Smyth's  lying  tongue  ; 
'Twas  Van  Rensselaer,  who  never  knew  fear. 
Always  found  in  the  Van,  never  seen  in  the  Becir. 
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The  Columns  debark  upon  Canada's  sbore, 

(Far  fam'd  for  lioroic  achieveraeiitB  of  yore) 

riot  feariOB  to  combat  the  terrible  Brook, 

Tbey  booh  gave  the  foe  an  impetuous  shock  : 

'Twafl  Van  Kensselaer,  to  a  aoidier  bo  dear. 

Who  matcb'd  in  their  Van  —  never  found  in  their  ifotw  — 

Bright  glory  now  perches  herself  on  his  head, 

Tbo'  base  cowards  eenanre,  who  dare  not  be  bled, 

Those  Buffiilo  Chiefe,  mere  acarecrows  in  war, 

Who  ne'er  heard  a  cannon,  unleea  from  afar, 

With  the  heroes  of  Queenstown  they  dare  not  to  vie, 

For  though  mighty  good  Chrietians,  they  yet  fear  to  die." 

This  poetical  effusion,  written  sistj-two  years  ago,  adds  to  the  value  of 
our  historical  monument  for  the  benefit  of  posterity.  We  have  a  proper 
regard  for  the  preeervation  of  worthy  materials  for  history  aod  occasioaally 
fancy  such  bright,  cheery,  and  breezy  words  to  enhance  the  historical 
value,  as  they  are  of  special  interest  from  their  reference  to  military  opera- 
tions during^he  war  of  1812. 

Major  Lonett  to  Joseph  Al^an&er. 
Dear  Alexander,  Buffalo,  4th  November,  1812. 

I  have,  somewhere,  heari]  something  said  about ''  Man's  last  Speeches, 
and  dying  words"  of  Dr.  Baxter  —  Again;  I  remember  that  stuttering 
Larrahe  wanted  to  speak  a  few  words  before  he  began;  Now  why  may  not 
I,  upon  some  analogous  principle,  speak  a  few  words  after  I  have  done  P 
In  my  last,  I  desired  you  twt  to  write  any  more  ;  surely  not  because  I  did 
not  wish  to  hear  from  Albany,  for  our  solicitude  is  a  perfect  Rock.  Even 
tbe  humblest  Satellites  of  Jupiter,  could  they  reason,  would  never  be  in- 
different to  the  fate  of  the  glorious  luminary  round  which  they  revolve ; 
but  must  shudder  at  the  very  idea  of  an  eternal  eclipse  of  that  body  whose 
rays  they  once  had  the  glory  of  reflecting.  However,  reposing  ourselves 
upon  the  consciousness  of  having  faithfully  discharged  Our  duty  to  our 
Country,  to  our  friends,  and  to  ourselves,  we  shall  meet  with  firmness 
whatever  decision  the  world  may  make  upon  the  conduct  of  General  Van 
Kensselaer.  We  feel,  and  know  that  we  are  not  destitute  of  common 
sense  :  we  know  that  we  have  better  knowledge  of  the  Campaign  than 
any  other  men  ;  and  this  enables  us  to  speak  with  confidence  as  to  tbe 
result  of  Uenl.  Van  Rensselaer's  command.  Should  his  own  modesty,  or 
perseverance  in  his  determination  of  enduring  everything  himself,  rather 
than  to  expose  the  folly,  weakness  and  wickedness  of  others,  cast  a  mist 
over  bim,  for  the  present  (which,  by  the  bye,  I  neither  expect,  or  believe; , 
tbe  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Sun  of  truth  will  burst  thro'  and  dis- 
sipate the  fogs  of  error,  and  the  clouds  of  delusion.  I  repeat  it,  again, 
the  Campaign  will  ea^lain  itself;  this  you  will  see  in  60  days  ;  and  say 
that  Uenl.  V.  R.  did  all  that  could  be  done  ;  saved  all  that  could  be  saved. 
Being,  now,  out  of  the  Cabinet,  I  know  nothing  that  is  m  it.  My  chance 
is  only  that  of  a  common  spectator,  and  hardly  that :  for,  with  my  Ear- 
blinders  yet  tight  buckled  down,  I  can  only  hear  what  people  bawl,  and, 
tho'  Bawling  is  the  order  of  the  day,  it  becomes  very  necessary,  now,  I 
imagine,  to  "  bawl,"  without  "  crying  aloud." 

I  understand  that  General  Smyth  is  getting  together  all  the  Boats  he 
can  ["  General  Van  Eenaaelaer  naa  been  censured  for  not  having  boats 
enough.  It  was  no  fault  of  hia.  There  were  only  thirteen,  but  this 
inadequate  number  of  boats  was  owing  to  remissness  in  Qua  rter-m  aster - 
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genera    P  d  p      n     t.     The  quarter -master,  then  stationed  at  the 

Fa     h  d  w        n       \    n  Rensselaer,  '  I  can  fufniah  jeu  boats  at  two  or 

h       d  y    a  y    ver  1200  or  1400  men.'     A  sufficient  number 

f        s  n      und    d  were  ordered,   but  he  Bad  forwarded  only 

na    h     pp         dh    ir."]    That  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  are  looked 

f      w  h  tt  e  rt,  that  movements  warrant  the  expectation 

ha  he  de  n  up  n  C  nada  will  shortly  be  renewed  in  this  ueighbor- 
h  d  la  b  e  ad  sed  you  as  to  an  opinion  upon  that  subject. 
Fxp  ni  D  h  u  h  ne  of  opinion.  Gen.  Van  Keuaaelacr  had  his 
op  n  as  h  b  p  ororossingtheNiagara,  he  tested  his  opinioD  — 
the  result  is  known  ;  and  Gen.  Smyth  has,  certainly,  the  same  right  to  his 
opinion  that  Uen.  V.  R.  had  te  his ;  and  when  both  are  tested  the  world 
will  be  prepared  to  decide.  I  have  but  one  hope  —  one  prayer  in  either 
case,  which  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  service ;  the  highest  honor  of 
our  arms  and"  the  greatest  weal  of  our  Country. —  What  our  Militia  will 
come  to  I  know  not — a  daring  Mutiny  broke  out  three  days  ago  in  Miller's 
Brigade.  100  stacked  their  arms  and  marched  off;  100  more  stacked 
their  arms  and  stood  by  them.  The  Genl.  and  his  principal  ofBcers  eame 
forward,  and  with  great  efforts  persuaded  the  men  to  return  to  their  duty, 
on  the  Promue  of  Barracks  and  better  Quarters,  in  a  very  few  days. 
This  may  be  relied  on,  as  I  have  it  from  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  first 
officers  of  the  Brigade.  Geal.  Miller  is  dismissed,  and  has  retired  ;  his 
Brigade  is  now  consolidated  with  Col.  Dobbin's  Regiment.  The  Firing 
mentioned  in  my  last  was  a  Sham  Battle  of  Col.  Winder's  Regiment,  at 
Fort  Niagara. 

Colonel  Van  Eensselaer  hobbles,  on  two  Crutches,  in  great  style  — 
prospects  warrant  a  belief  that  we  may  leave  this  in  five  days.  I  confess 
to  you  I  am  all  alive  with  solicitude  —  public  and  private  —  the  Presi- 
dential Election  ;  our  Ijegislature,  the  war,  the  general  disturbance  of  the 
Country,  my  family ;  the  approach  of  winter,  (he  uncertainty  of  my  hear- 
ing again,  all  close  in  upon  me,  and  require  all  the  firmness  I  can  muster. 
Altho'  your  solicitude  for  our  flesh  and  bones,  the  viler  part,  may  have 
subsided  ;  yet  I  trust  in  heaven,  that  as  far  as  .the  conduct  of  the  Cam- 
paign is  justifiable  that  caviiers  will  be  met  in  the  gap  :  and  that  if  any- 
thing remains  douhtfal  the  arm  of  Charity  will,  with  patience,  support  the 
beam  until  Justice  shall  have  cast  in  all  the  weights,  and  truth  shall  have 
footed  up  the  tally,  and  then,  my  head  to  the  blook,  and  my  word  to  the 
wind  if  there  be  not  a  unanimous  verdict  of  honest  men  Should  any 
man  say  we  had  not  Boats  eno',  the  truth  is  not  in  him :  the  river  is  not, 
where  the  troops  crossed,  300  yards  wide;  a  passage  might  easily  be 
made  in  five  minutes  —  we  had  12  Boats  which  would  carry  30  men  each, 
and  2  which  would  carry  80  each.  If  on  the  Heights  of  Queenstown 
there  had  been  a  sight  to  gratify  curiosity,  every  man  of  the  Army  might 
have  been  over  before  11  octock.  I  saw  the  Boats,  on  both  sides,  idle. 
The  Eternal  Truth  is  that  the  men  who  had  solemnly  pledged  themselves 
to  go  over,  wotdd  not. 

I  saw  a  Field  Officer  [Major  Morrison]  who  had  yelped  his  lungs  sore, 
to  go  over,  tied  up  his  temples  on  the  day  of  battle,  and  at  night  told  me 
he  had  ^^hardlff  been  able  to  keep  off  his  bed  the  whole  day."  But  eno', 
cuo',  the  General  is  with  you:  he  has  all,  and  knows  all.  I  am  sick  of 
rolling  and  tumbling  in  the  frothy  billows,  with  fleet  Indians,  ragamuffins, 
vagabonds,  and  slubber-de-gnllions  who  whirl  in  the  eddies  of  Niagara. 
Do  tell  my  dear  Wife  that  I  long  to  return  to  a  land  where  the  people 
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fear  tlie  Lord  and  acknowledge  his  government.  That  the  cord  of  my 
affeotion  U  stretched  to'  the  last ;  I  will  reel  it  up  upon  my  heart  as  fast 
as  potisible,  till  she  can  reach,  and  roil  it  apon  her  own  heart,  and  there 
let  it  continue  until  death  knots  off  skeins  to  warp  the  woof  of  eternal 
happiness.  Your  ever  true 

h  Alexander.  John  Lovett. 


Qeri..  Van  Sensselaer  to  Ool.  Sot.  Vtm  Itensaelaer. 
My  dear  friend.  Water  Vliet  Nov.  8,  1812. 

I  cannot  deserihe  my  feelings  at  the  reception  I  meS  with  in  niy  journey 
home,  if  I  had  been  a  Viutor,  I  could  not  have  been  more  honored. 
Nothing  was  wanting  but  my  two  companions  or  dear  friends,  the  partners 
of  my  toil  and  anaiety  to  have  made  me  as  happy  as  ever  Man  was.  Our 
friends  at  Utioa  are  determined  to  give  you  a  reception,  which  all  good 
men  say  you  merit. 

I  have  visited  your  Wife,  and  friend  Lovett's  —  found  them  well 
and  inquiries  innumerable  on  war,  natural,  which  I  faithfully  answered, 
sometimes  a  little  embelished.  I  have  visited  Gen.  Dearborn,  nothing 
new.  Gov.  Lewis  is  extravagant  in  his  encomiums,  he  says  you  are  to 
have  a  Regiment,  and  if  no  vacancy  occur,  one  will  be  raised.  I  have 
seen  the  official  Letter  of  the  British  by  the  Adj.  General,  it  differs  from 
mine  considerably  in  point  of  fact. 

Who  received  the  Flag  that  made  the  proposition  for  a  cessation 
They  state  that  it  come  from  me,  you  know  to  the  contrary,  indeed  Ger 
Sheaffe's  Letter  to  me  will  establish  the  fact. 

Pray  beg  Lovett  to  write  to  me  every  mail.  I  have  ordered  the  news 
papers  to  be  sent  to  you. 

Present  my  sincere  respects  to  Lovett  and  believe  me  ever  your  friend, 
S.  V.  Kensselaer. 

Col.  Van  Repsaelaer,  Buffalo. 
"Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  remained  in  Buffalo  until  the  9th  of  November, 
and  was  then  conveyed  to  his  home  at  Mount  Hope,  near  Albany,  ac- 
companied as  he  had  been  since  his  removal  from  Lewiston  by  Mr.  Lovett 
They  were  met  in  the  suburbs  of  Albany  by  a  cavalcade  of  citizens,  and  Van 
Benssetaer  was  received  with  the  honors  of  a  victor." 

"  It  gives  us  the  roost  sincere  and  heartfelt  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
nounce  to  our  fellow  citizens,  that  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  i 
was  so  severely  wounded  in  the  attack  on  Queenstown,  has  so  far 
covered,  as  to  be  able  to  endure  the  long  and  fatiguing  journey,  from 
Niagara  to  Albany,  and  is  again  restored  to  his  amiable,  and  higbly  et 
deared  family  :  and  is  in  a  fair  way  of  a  speedy  recovery  from  his  woundi 
He  arrived  in  this  city  on  Tuesday  evening  November  17th,  accompanied 
by  Major  Lovett  his  friend  and  companion  in  arras,  who  has  faithfully 
attended  him  from  the  moment  he  was  brought  off  the  field  of  action, 
until  he  was  safe  in  the  bosom  of  his  family.  It  was  a  gay  time  pro. 
cession,  flowers  and  all  conceivable  pleasures  have  been  lovingly  brought 
into  requisition  to  contribute  to  the  general  rejoicing  and  they  went  home 
singing,  'No  more  I'll  pant  for  glory's  wreath.'  Kvery  thing  connected 
with  the  joyful  reception  was  most  satisfactory,  to  the  invalid  and  disabled 
officer,  for  even  the  very  atmosphere  of  home  was  invigorating.  The 
happy  return  on  that  occasion  did  not  fail  to  evoke  new  gratitude  in  that 
peaceful  mansion,  with  the  full  measure  of  glad  hearts,  sacred  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  affectionate  relations  that  make  life  lovely.     The  festivities 
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were  not  saddenedby  '  aa  awful  sense  of  one  mute  shadow  watching  all,' 
as  a  bright  promise  of  returning  health  gave  a  buoyancy  to  anxious  hearts." 

Judge,  Van  N  sato  Ool.  Van  BeTissAaer —  37(6  "  Soldier's  Betam." 
Dear  Sir,  Kingston  23,  NoTemher  1812. 

In  a  paper  which  I  have  just  seen  while  holding  a  Court  in  this  place, 
I  have  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  read  the  above,  your  safe  arrival  at  your 
own  house.  As  an  old  friead,  I  must  be  permitted  to  congratulate  yott 
and  your  family  upon  the  pleasing  ocourrenoe,  and  add  my  wishes  to  those 
of  your  many  other  friends,  that  you  may  be  speedily  restored  to  your 
usual  health,  strength  and  usefulness.  You  have  suffered  much,  and 
probably  will  suffer  more.  I  sympathize  with  you  moat  deeply,  but  if  you 
shall  in  the  end  be  restored  to  the  use  of  your  bodily  powers,  your  past 
sufferings  will  be  forgotten  in  the  joy  which  such  a  consummation  will 
oocasiou.  As  soon  as  1  have  moved  into  my  new  house  and  can  leave 
home,  which  will  be  in  about  a  fortnight,  I  shall  go  to  Albany,  to  tell 
you  in  person  how  much  I  rejoice  that  you  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  liv- 
ing, and  in  the  bosom  of  your  family. 

With  unabated  affection  and  friendship,         Yours  &e. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  W.  W.  Van  Nehs- 

A  wide  circle  of  relatives  and  friends  manifested  a  great  desire  to 
contribute  to  the  happiness,  of  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  and  he  again  found 
there  was  "  sunshine  as  well  as  clouds"  around  him,  enjoyment  as  well  as 
misery  and  much  earthly  bliss. 

Albany  Deo.  1, 1812. 

If  the  Weather  and  the  State  of  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer's  health  will 
permit  an  Address  is  intended  to  be  delivered  in  Washington  Hall  on  Mon- 
day evening  next.  The  Committee  will  previously  oall  on  Cols.  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  Lovett. 

To  (Ms.  Solomon  Van  Benssdaer  and  John  Lowtt. 

G-entlemen,  The  deep  interest  which  your  fellow  Citiaeas  have  so  gen- 
erally manifested,  with,  respect  to  your  Services  and  Sufferings  during  the 
last  Campaign,  sufficiently  indicates  the  esalted  rank  you  hold  in  their 
estimation.  Your  brethren,  the  Members  of  the  Washington  Benevo- 
lent Society,  '  participating  largely  in  the  public  sensibihty,  and  impelled 
by  fraternal  affection,  and  by  the  sincere  respect  and  esteem  they  have  ever 
entertained  for  you,  beg  leave  to  present  you  with  this  expression  of  their 
sentiments  and  feeUnga. 

The  members  of  this  Society,  have  ever  had  the  fullest  Confidence  in 
the  prudence  and  discernment  of  Major  G-en.  Van  Rensselaer.  Hisappoint- 
ing  you  Gentlemen  to  important  and  Confidential  Stations  near  his  person, 
afforded  an  additional  proof  that,  that  confidence  was  well  founded,  and  it 
at  the  same  time  yielded  them  the  highest  gratification. 

It  is  not  intended  to  eater  into  an  examination  of  the  Question,  or  pol- 
icy of  the  present  War.  There  cannot  exist  in  this  place,  it  is  presumed, 
any  contrariety  of  opinion  on  these  points.  Your  brethren  cannot  however 
refrain  from  expressing  their  Sympathy,  for  the  mental  anguish,  jou  must 
have  endured  when  you  came  to  examine  the  "attitude  and  armour"  in 
which  the  Country  had  been  placed  for  the  purpose  of  offensive  War,  when 
JOU  Came  to  have  under  your  immediate  observation  (and   to  experience 

'  This  was  an  organization  opposed  to  tixe  war. 
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the  effects  of)  the  Ignorance,  the  imhecility,  the  want  of  preparation  and 
foresight,  the  distraction,  the  dishonesty,  the  Jealousy,  and  the  low  in- 
trigues, of  the  Government,  its  Officers  and  Agents ;  and  when  you  eould 
not  avoid  anticipating  the  result,  this  state  of  things  must  necessarily  pro- 
duce ;  the  sacrifice  of  lives  and  property  and  the  disgrace  of  the  Country. 

The  gallantry  displayed  by  you,  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  in  the  Attack 
on  Queenston,  is  the  subject  of  public  admiration  and  praise.  It  must 
have  endeared  you  to  Buoh  of  your  brother  officers  as  are  capable  of  duly 
appreciating  this  most  noble  trait  in  the  Character  of  a  Soldier ;  and  in 
your  present  languishing  condition,  it  constitutes  at  once  the  pride  and 
the  Solace  of  your  friends. 

In  those  who  were  previously  acquainted  with  the  pupil  of  the  Intrepid 
Wayne,  this  act  of  bravery  occasioned  no  Buprise.  They  were  persuaded, 
that  he  would  be  found  at  the  post  of  danger  and  that  he  possessed  the 
Spirit,  and  the  Skill  to  render  essential  Service  to  his  Country. 

Your  brethren  cannot  forbear  to  lament,  that,  that  attack  proved  in  the 
event,  so  disastrous  to  the  Nation  and  to  yon;  they  however  hope,  that  it 
may  tend  in  some  degree  "  lo  revive  the  forgotten  digm^  of  the  American 

The  Wounds  of  a  Soldier  received  in  the  Service  of  his  Country,  have  ever 
been  considered  as  presenting  an  almost  irresistible  claim  to  attention  and 
respect.  Two  cases  only  are  recollected  in  which  this  claim  has  been 
wholly  disregarded.  By  the  Mob  at  Baltimore,  to  whom  the  nnfortunate 
Genl.  Lingan  opened  his  bosom,  and  they  Slabbed  him  through  the  Scars 
of  the  Wounds  he  had  received  in  fightiug  for  the  Liberty  and  Independ- 
ence of  America  !  By  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State  of  New  York,  who 
formerly  professed  to  be  your  personal  friend,  who  is  your  fellow  Towns- 
man and  Neighbor.  He  came  to  the  place  where  you  lay,  helpless, 
covered  with  wounds,  many  hundred  of  miles  from  your  family  and  your 
home.  These  wounds  too  were  received  in  battle  in  the  course  of  a  War, 
for  which  he  is  a  zealous  advocate.  He  lodged  beneath  the  same  roof 
with  you,  a  few  inches  only  of  lath  and  plaster  separated  you  from  each 
other,  and  he  did  not  deign  to  speak  to  you,  or  to  enquire  into  your  situa- 
tion, or  even  to  direct  his  eyes  towards  you.  And  yet  this  man  is  gene- 
rally reputed  to  be  mild,  humane,  and  affable.  The  appearenee  too  of 
his  State  Coach,  every  Sabbath  at  the  door  of  the  house  of  Worship,  is 
calculated  lo  induce  a  belief  that  he  is  pious  also.  But  the  Vail  is  now 
rent  asunder.  His  hypocrisy  is  manifest,  and  he  appears  in  his  true  Cha- 
racter, destitute  of  every  generous  and  manly  feeling.  Vengeful,  Malig- 
nant, and  Implacable. 

Colonel  Lovett, 

From  yonr  acknowledged  literary  talents,  independent  mind,  and  experi- 
ence in  life,  jour  brethren  expected  with  confidence,  that  in  every  trjing 
situation,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  most  arduous  and  difficult  duties, 
you  would  promote  the  good  of  the  Service  and  advance  your  own  reputa- 
tion. They  also  looked  to  you  in  a  great  measure,  to  throw  light  on  the 
transactions  of  the  Campaign,  or  the  State  of  the  Array,  and  of  the  North 
western  Frontier.  Nor  have  they  been  disappointed  in  a  single  particular. 
Your  eondnct  has  been  such,  as  fnliy  to  satisfy  the  highest  expectations 
of  yonr  warmest  friends.  When  it  had  become  public  that  General  Van 
Rensselaer  had  relinquished  the  command  of  the  Army,  it  was  supposed 
by  some,  (and  your  known  attachment  to  your  family  rendered  it  probable) 
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that  you  would  immediately  return  home.  But  the  brave  ever  lov^e  each 
other ;  you  ehose  to  remain  with  your  friend  and  Companion  in  Arms 
nor  did  you  attempt  to  pass  the  threshold  of  your  own  dwelling,  until  yoi 
had  deposited  the  wounded  Hero  in  tbe  bosom  of  his  family.  It  is  im 
possible  to  avoid  doing  homage  to  a  proceeding  so  truly  noble  and  generous. 

Finally,  Gentlemen,  your  brethren  assure  you,  that  it  is  with  the  most 
sincere  pleasure  tbey  now  conjiratulate  you,  on  your  return  to  yoi 
spective  families,  and  the  comforts  of  domestic  life,  and  that  they 
behold  you  in  this  Hall,  ia  the  midst  of  a  Society,  who  hold  i 
the  name  and  principles  of  our  beloved  Washington. 

"O  Washington!  the  brightness  of  thine  example,  and  the  superior 
lustre  and  dignity  of  thy  charaoter,  are  too  far  beyond  the  reach  of  imito- 
tioQ,  to  be  ever  the  objects  of  envy,  No  man  ever  deserved  so  much  of 
his  country.  No  other  man  ever  displayed  such  greatness  and  magnanimity 
of  charaoter,  in  divesting  himself  of  power,  in  relinquishing  the  highest 
object  of  ambition,  and  retiring  from  the  chief  magistracy  of  a  free  people, 
to  the  state  of  a  private  Citizen." 


CHAPTER  Xm. 

Majoe  John  Lovbtt's  Election  to  the  ISth  Congress. 

J.  BobinsoTi  to  Ool.  Yan  Bensadaer. 
Sir,  Buffalo  Dec.  2nd  1812. 

The  result  of  the  battle  of  Queenston  was  paiafu!  to  all ;  but  language 
is  insufficient  to  paint  the  proceedings  of  Brig.  Gen.  Smyth's  pretended 
attack  upon  Canada  :  his  contemptible  proclamations  wounded  the  heart 
of  every  officer,  who  was  a  prisoner  at  Queenston  ;  yet  it  was  hoped  that 
a  great  soul  would  do  great  things  —  what  is  the  result.  My  God  !  Hulled  ! 
no.  But  as  far  superior  in  turpitude,  baseness  and  cowardice,  as  Satan  is 
to  Michael  the  Arcb-Angel  in  wickedness. 

That  pompous  proclamation  brought  volunteers  from  every  quarter ; 
and  on  the  27th  November  ult.  bis  forces  were  more  than  eight  thousand 
men ;  and  his  boats  would  carry  three  thousand  eight  hundred  men,  be- 
sides eleven  pieces  of  Artillery,  with  as  many  ammunition  wagons  and 
forty-eight  horses  ;  On  the  night  of  the  same  day,  three  hundred  Sailors 
and  regulars  erased  the  river,  spiked  all  the  British  cannon,  took  thirty- 
one  prisoners,  and  returned.  The  morning  following  Col.  Wynder,  with 
his  regiment,  crossed  the  river,  and  were  repulsed  by  about  three  hundred 
British ;  by  12  o'clock  all  the  boats  were  filled  and  passed  up  to  the  Rock, 
and  nothing  to  obstruct  their  landing  in  Canada ;  but  a  sis  pounder  which 
did  them  no  injury,  neither  could  bear  on  them  longer,  by  means  of  our 
batteries.  At  the  same  time  three  sailors  crossed  the  river,  set  two  houses 
OD  fire,  plundered  a  store,  burned  it,  shot  fowls,  ducks,  and  pigs  without 
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opposition  from  the  enemy,  who  in  attempting  to  approach  were  driven 
back  hy  the  well  directed  fire  from  our  batteries ;  Notwithstaoding  the 
ardor  of  the  troops  to  pass  the  river,  they  were  ordered  ashore  (to  disem- 
bark and  dine  1)  and  a  Flag  was  Bent  to  Canada  1 1 

Yesterday  at  three  o'clock  A.  M.  the  troops  were  again  ordered  to  embark, 
the  American  Flag  was  raised,  with  everything  ready  for  a  descent,  when  — 
Lo  !  the  Coward  appeared — and  —  th.j  remainder  cannot  be  described, 
but,  by  the  I'allen  countenances  of  the  officers  and  the  fury  of  the  privates. 

I,  Sir,  have  been  anxious,  since  your  departure  from  thia,  to  hear  of 
your  Bafe  arrival  in  the  bosom  of  your  family  ;  and  that  you  have  by  this 
recovered  of  jour  wounds.     Be  assured  Sir,   l;hat  I  feel  much  for  your 
welfare.     Lois  Le  Canteubx  Esqr.  presents  his  beat  respects  to  you. 
I  am  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Col.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany.  Josiah  Robinson. 

"  The  scruples  of  the  Pennsylvania  brigade  had  been  overcome,  and 
they  would  have  iuvaded  Canada  cheerfully  under  other  auspices.  But 
distrust  of  their  leader,  had  demoralized  the  whole  army.  They  had  made 
so  much  nojse  in  the  embarkation  that  the  startled  enemy  had  sounded 
his  alarm  bugle  and  discharged  signal-guns.  Smyth  called  a  council  of 
the  regular  officers  and  soon  an  order  was  received,  from  the  commanding 
generd  to  General  Porter,  directing  the  whole  army  to  debark  and  repair 
to  quarters.  This  was  accompanied  by  a  declaration  that  the  invasion  of 
Canada  was  abandoned  at  present.  The  regulars  were  ordered  into 
winter  quarters,  and  the  volunteers  disniiBsed." 

Dr.  Oftapin  to  Col.  Van  Smsaelaer  —  A  Duel. 
Dear  Sir,  Buffalo  Dec.  13, 1812. 

This  part  of  our  country  seems  destined  to  be  the  theatre  of  events 
both  strange  and  new.  Yon  will  hardly  believe  me  when  I  tell  you  that 
our  two  doughty  Generals  —  Smyth  and  Porter,  got  into  a  boat  yesterday 
with  something  like  20  men,  and,  with  Hying  colors  went  over  to  Grand 
Island  —  burnt  a  charge  of  powder  at  each  othor,  shook  hands,  and  came 
"  bock  agen,"  without  staining  the  ground  with  even  one  drop  of  their 
precious  blood.  The  challenge  was  given  by  Gen.  Smyth,  who  finding 
that  no  "  ungathered  laurels"  were  to  he  plucked  on  the  Canadian  shore 
this  winter,  even  condescended  to  seek  them  on  a  little  Isknd,  the  claim 
to  which  is  in  dispute  between  the  two  governments.  The  combatants 
were  to  have  met  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  one;  but  it  seems  they 
were  not  willing  or  ready  to  quit  this  world,  until  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  they  met.  The  cause  of  this  truly  important  and  war- 
like movement,  appeared  in  the  Buffalo  Gazette  of  last  week;  I  mean, 
Porter's  letter  to  the  Editors,  in  which  he  directly  calls  Smyth  a  coward, 
and  indirectly  a  liar.  The  conqueror  of  Canada,  at  first,  took  this  in  high 
dudgeon;  but  one  shot  from  his  antagonist,  that  just  whistled  over  bis 
head,  completely  satisfied  him  "  that  Gen.  Porter  was  a  man  of  honor, 
and  had  doubtless  labored  under  some  mistake,  or  misrepresentation,  when 
he  wrote  the  ofiensive  paragraph." 

Captain  Fitzgerald,  of  the  49th  Regt,  was  over  on  Saturday  after  Gen, 
Smyth  had  taken  Canada  by  his  white  flag,  and  told  a  number  of  our 
officers,  who  were  collected  round  him,  that  the  United  States  would  never 
conquer  Canada  until  some  of  their  old  Generals  rose  from  their  graves 
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But  when  lie  hears  how  Geo.  Smjthhas  the  courage  to  be  shot  at,  he  will, 
no  doubt,  consider  the  situation  of  Canada  as  desperate.      I  remain  dear  Sir, 
Your  sincere  friend  and  hble.  Servant 
Col.  Solomon  Van  Kensselaer  Albany.  Ctrenius  Ohapin 


"  General  Port«r  openly  attributed  the  abandonment  of  the  ii 
Canada  to  the  cowardice  of  Smyth.  A  bitter  quarrel  ensued,  and  soon 
resulted  in  a  challenge  by  the  general  in  chief  for  his  second  in  command 
to  test  the  courage  of  both  by  a  duel.  In  direct  violation  of  the  Articles 
of  War,  these  superior  officers  of  the  army,  with  friends,  and  seconds,  and 
surgeons,  put  off  in  boats  from  the  shore  near  Black  Rock,  in  the  presence 
of  their  troops,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  of  December,  to 
meet  each  other  in  mortal  combat  on  Q-rand  Island.  They  esehanped 
shots  at  twelve  paces  distance,  Nobody  was  hurt.  The  expected  tragedy 
proved  to  he  a  solemn  comedy.  The  affair  took  the  usual  ridibuloua  course. 
The  seconds  reconciled  the  belligerents,  the  band  of  reconciliation  was 
offered  and  received.  Confidence  in  the  military  ability  of  Gen.  Smyth 
was  destroyed,  and  three  months  after  he  was  disbanded." 

In  1846,  the  Albany  Argus  published,  "  from  the  pen  of  a  distinguished 
writer  and  author,"  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Queenston  which  was 
strangely  inaccurate  in  many  of  ita  points ;  it  roused  the  ire  of  the  insulted 
old  soldier,  Gen.  Sol,  Van  Rensselaer — "whrae  manly  eloquence,  was 
eharactetized  by  the  rare  and  admirable  poise  of  his  statements  "  as  pub- 
lished in  Ihe  same  paper.  The  administration  had  seemed  pitiless  towards 
this  victim  of  injustice,  but  he  did  full  honor  and  manifested  equity  re- 
garding the  illustrious  services,  and  the  high  character  of  other  officers, 
"  I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess  that  I  have  some  natural  pride  left  in  the 
part  which  I  took  in  the  affair  of  Queenstown  —  though  the  fire  of  ambi- 
tion is  now,  at  the  age  of  threescore  and  ten,  a  tittle  burned  out  of  me ; 
still  I  should  hardly  deem  it  necessary  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  this 
article,  were  it  not  for  the  gross  injustice  which  it  does  to  others,  two  of 
whom,  as  gallant  young  men  as  ever  trod  a  battle  field,  were  of  this  city. 
I  published  in  ISSfi  a  Narrative  of  the  Battle  of  Queenstown  fortified  by 
official  and     h     d       m  d  to  h     I       fid      ly     f        I  was  drawn 

from  me  by  d  p  b!  m  d    by  C  1  A  m  trong,  and 

the  truth  off  dp  h  b  lid  cannot  be 

gainsaid.     I  h  my  t  i  f      f  b      g  drawn  into 

a   newspap  y     n     h  bj    t      I       ly  my  narrative. 

Perhaps  th     p  1 1      w  11  b  I        to  d  h      hject  of  the 

article  in  your  paper,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  wwrce  trom  which 
it  emanates  when  this  brief  summing  up  of  the  narrative  is  read,  namely  : 
It  is  apparent  that  the  successes  of  any  importance  at  Queenstown,  were 
achieved  by  the  13th  infantry  and  a  few  drilled  state's  artillery,  in  all  not 
eiceeding  240  men,  com/manded  hy  Gaft.  Wool^  now  Gen.  Wool." 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  writer  has  done  the  dis- 
tinguished soldier  whom  he  has  made  the  hero  of  his  romance  great  in- 
jury. When  histories  come,  I  hope  they  will  be  something  better  worthy 
of  the  name  than  this  fancy  sketch.  The  proper  exploits  of  Captain  Wool 
at  Queenstown,  long  and  perfectly  well  known  to  the  world,  and  perfectly 
appreciated,  were  sufficient  of  themselves  for  his  fame  and  glory;  and 
this  effort  to  falsify  history  in  his  behalf,  at  the  expense  of  others  who 
had  some  share  in  that  affair,  is  calculated,  so  far  as  it  has  any  effect,  to 
mystiiy  the  whole  transaction,  and  throw  doubt  over  the  merit  that  really 
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belongs  to  him.  This  expedition  and  enterprise  was  under  my  coniniand, 
and  DOt  under  Capt.  Wool's  or  any  body  else.  I  oommanded  the  whole, 
not  a  detachment,  and  the  whole  were  formed  in  order  on  the  beach,  not 
on  the  plateau ;  and  by  my  order  the  troops  charged  up  the  bank ;  they 
were  not  allowed  to  load  their  pieces.  The  enemy  gave  way;  on  the 
plateau  the  engagement  took  place,  and  as  of  course,  the  13th  were  on 
the  right,  they  suffered  most.  But  I  have  some  reason  for  knowing  that 
this  fight  took  place  under  my  command,  and  not  under  Capt.  Wool's, 
and  that  I  was  not  quite  out  of  all  danger  during  the  engagement.  At 
any  rate  the  enemy  hit  me  with  six  bullets  in  the  course  of  the  fight,  one 
of  which  I  carry  now  in  my  body,  by  way  of  a  remembrancer. 

The  British  party  which  had  given  us  this  brush  retreated  towards  the . 
village.  But  my  men  were  still  annoyed  by  some  shots  from  the  high 
grounds,  and  I  ordered  them  to  fall  back  under  cover  of  a  bank,  I  now 
found  myself  so  much  riddled  that  it  seemed  quite  impossible  that  I 
should  be  able  to  lead  the  troops  in  person,  to  any  further  enterprise; 
and  I  naturally  looked  about  for  Lieut.  (Jol,  Christie,  who  was  my  second 
in  command.  He  was  not  to  be  found.  In  fact,  as  is  well  known,  he  had 
retreated  without  touching  the  British  shore.  The  search  for  him  occupied 
some  time,  and  of  course  created  considerable  delay,  as  I  was  naturally  dis- 
inclined to  entrust  the  command  to  very  young,  and  very  inexperienced 
hands.  But  there  were  no  others  near  me,  and  finally  there  was  no  other 
alternative.  Capt.  Woolwas  the  senior  officer  on  theground,  audhe  received 
my  orders.  I  myself  arranged  the  order  of  the  column  for  the  ascent, 
and  marked  out  its  course  —  directing  its  movement  to  the  left  and  by  a 
point  of  rock,  which  would  avoid  exposure  and  bring  it  on  the  heights  in 
the  rear  of  the  battery.  I  ordered  Lt.  John  Gansevoort  of  the  artillery, 
assisted  by  Lt.  Randolph,  at  the  head  of  forty  picked  artillery  men  ;  to 
lead  the  column,  and  I  placed  iMajor  Lush,  one  of  my  aids,  in  the  rear, 
with  strict  orders  to  put  the  first  man  to  death  who  should  fall  baok.  In 
this  order,  when  all  was  ready,  the  troops  filed  oif  before  me,  and  it  was 
not  til!  they  were  fairly  on  their  way,  that  my  strength  failed  me,  and  I 
sank  to  the  ground.  During  all  the  delay  that  had  occurred,  and  the 
arrangements  for  storming  the  heights,  I  had  not  quitted  my  feet ;  (except 
when  the  troops  were  screened  under  the  bank)  and  I  had  borrowed 
from  Major  Lush  a  great  coat  which  I  wore  the  whole  time  on  purpose  to 
conceal  the  extent  and  number  of  my  wounds.  Capt,  Wool's  op,eiai  ac- 
count of  the  matter  to  me,  is  in  the  Narrative,  dated  23d  Oct,,  1812. 
"  In  pursuance  of  yowr  order,  we  proceeded  round  the  point,  and  as- 
cended the  tooks,  which  brought  iu  partly  in  rear  of  the  battery.  We 
took  it  without  much  resistance." 

I  must  not  omit  to  say  that  the  very  advantage  which  I  had  sought  to 
secure,  by  giving  the  artillerists  the  position  I  had  assigned  them  ia  this 
enterprise  —  that  of  turning  the  battery  on  the  enemy  as  soon  as  taken  — 
was  lost  by  the  spiking  of  the  cannon.  Let  me  not  be  supposed  to  entertain 
a  disposition  to  detract  from  the  high  merits  of  any  brave  brother. 
Wherever  Capt.  Wool  was  engaged  on  that  trying  occasion,  he  acquitted 
himself  like  a  brave  soldier,  and  a  gallant  man,  and  as  such  I  have  spoken 
of  him  and  others  in  my  book.  But  while  ample  justice  is  accorded  to 
him,  let  no  pretended  historian  distort  facta  to  the  prejudice  of  others  who 
were  hb  companions  and  rivals  in  arms  that  day.  Lush,  Gansevoort,  and 
Kandolph  were  among  the  number  —  and  more  daring  or  more  enduring 
men  never  faced  a  foe.     It  was  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Randolph  on 
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that  oocasion,  that  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemj,  and  excited  the 
admiration  of  his  hrethren  in  arins.  Let  no  slight  or  slur  be  put  on  the 
Dames  and  merits  of  sueh  men.  SoL.  Van  Eensselaek, 

Albany,  Feb.  23,  1846. 

Lieut.  Raiidolph  was  a  lient.  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  battle  of 
Buena  Vista  in  1847  when  a  son  of  Henry  Clay  was  slain  in  the  combat. 

OhaUenge  from  Peter  B.  Pvrter  to  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 
MeBsrs.  Editors,  Mount  Hope,  Jany.,  1813. 

A  publication  in  the  Columbian  of  the  12th  inst.  has  imposed  upon  me 
the  task  of  making  a  statement  of  facts  to  the  public,  and  I  have  to  i-e- 
quest  a  place  for  it  in  your  columns. 

The  appeal  of  an  individual  to  the  solemn  tribunal  of  public  opinion 
is  ever  unpleasant,  and  to  no  one  could  such  appeal  be  more  irksome  than 
to  myself  upon  this  occasion :  To  ask  a  new  decision  against  a  man 
already  so  overwhelmed  with  public  execrations  as  is  General  Pbter  B. 
Porter  may  seem  unmerciful :  but  he  has  called  me  before  the  public, 
and  in  justice  to  fm/»elfipir  he  is  unworthy  the  notice  of  any  honorable 
man)  I  shall  answer. 

General  Porter  complains  of  the  statement  of  an  affair  between  him  and 
myself  lately  made  in  the  Northern  Whig.  That  Statement  was  made 
without  my  knowledge  or  approbation,  direct  or  indirect:  and  I  am  no 
more  answerable  for  it  than  I  am  for  the  palpable  falsehoods  in  the 
Columbian  to  which  I  have  referred.  It  is  true  that  upon  a  recent  occa- 
sion I  did  declare  to  General  Porter  that  I  would,  at  a  proper  time,  un- 
rnauk  him  to  the  world ;  and  at  that  time  it  was  my  intention  so  to  do. 
But  my  aversion  to  paper  warfare,  which  might  impHcate  others  j  and  a 
perfect  knowledge  that  this  same  Peter  B.  Porter  was  a  pitiful  Scoundrel 
and  coward  unworthy  of  my  notice,  had  induced  me  to  pass,  in  Silence, 
by  a  wretch  wallowing  in  disgrace. 

To  abuse  «ny  man  wantonly,  or  to  with-hold  the  merited  reprobation  of 
rascality  is,  tome,  equally  impossiblo.  I  did  call  Peter  B.  Porter  a  Rascal; 
and  whether  that  epithet  was  justly,  or  unjustly  bestowed,  I  submit  to 
candid  and  honorable  men  of  all  parties  to  decide  upon  the  following  state- 
ment of  facts.  In  stating  facts  I  shall  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  any  disclo- 
sures unfavorable  to  the  Service,  or  the  unnecessary  implication  of  names. 

Soon  after  the  Armistice  was  concluded  [Aug.  21,  1812,]  and  the  honor 
of  the  Nation,  through  the  Commander  of  the  Army,  was  pledged  for  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  and  General  Orders  to  that  purport  had  been 
issued,  General  Van  Rensselaer  received  a  communication  from  Major 
General  Hall  that  a  British  Sergeant  and  Six  privates  had  been  surprised 
and  taken  at  Buckhom  Island  (where  they  had  been  sometime  stationed) 
by  a  detachment  of  Colonel  Swift's  Regiment.  I  was  ordered  to  make  in- 
quiry as  to  this  bi'eaoh  of  faith  and  orders,  and  adopt  measures  instantly 
to  restore  the  British  sergeant  and  guard  to  the  place  from  whence  they 
had  been  taken.  The  duties  of  this  day  called  me  from  Lewiston  to 
Black  Roek.  I  stopped  at  General  Hall's  quarters,  near  Niagara  Falls  ; 
he  proposed  to  accompany  me  ;  and,  while  he  was  getting  ready,  I  stepped 
over  to  Judge  Porter's,  where  I  found  Peter  B,  Porter,  and  inquired 
whether  he  knew  who  had  given  orders  for  attacking  the  British  guard 
on  Buckhorn  Island  ?  He  told  me  he  did  not  know  ;  but  said,  application 
had  been  made  to  him  for  a  boat  for  that  purpose  :  that  he  had  refused, 
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unless  an  order  was  obfaiiied  from  Genera!  Van  Rensselaer, 
that  he  knew  perfectly  well,  that  no  such  order  would  have  been  granted ; 
and  that  had  he  said  one  discouraging  word,  the  enterprise  would  never 
have  been  attempted.  I  reminded  him,  that  by  stipulations  entered  into 
between  General  Van  Rensselaer  and  General  Sheaffe,  we  had  fortunately 
secured  the  navigation  of  Lake  Ontario ;  that  General  Van  Rensselaer  had 
sent  an  express  to  Ogdensburgh  to  order  up  from  thence  to  Saoketts  Har- 
bour a  number  of  vessels  to  join  Capt.  Wooisey,  with  a,  view  of  enabling 
that  gallant  officer  to  get  command  of  the  Lake ;  that  Colonel  Fenwick 
was  on  his  way  from  Oswego,  with  cannon  and  a  large  quantity  of  military 
stores  for  Niagara;  that  ail  this  property  was  put  in  jeopardy;  important 
arrangements  might  be  defeated,  and  the  campaign  rendered  abortive  by 
this  violation  of  faith  pledged  for  the  observance  of  the  armistice ;  that 
if  we  violated  it,  the  British  might  retaliate  to  our  loss  and  sorrow. 

I  then  returned  to  General  Hall's  quarters.  We  proceeded  together 
to  Black  Rock,  to  which  place  (instead  of  Lewiston,  which  was  much 
nearer)  the  British  sergeant  and  guard  had  been  sent.  On  our  way  we 
found,  with  mortification,  that  most  of  the  small  guards  had  been  engaged 
in  this  disgraceful  transaction.  We  arrived  at  Colonel  Swift's  quarters 
and  dined.  I  asked  him,  by  whose  orders  this  attack  had  been  made  upon 
the  British  ?  He  said  he  did  not  know ;  but  it  was  by  Lieutentant 
Hewett  of  his  regiment,  and  the  guard  under  his  oommand.  I  told  Col- 
onel Swift,  the  British  prisoners  should  be  immediately  returned  to  the 
Island  whence  they  were  taken.  He  observed,  that  he  believed  thoy  did 
not  wish  to  go  back  ;  and  if  sent,  his  men  would  be  dissatisfied,  and  the 
prisoners  would  return  back  again,  in  this  opinion  Dr.  Wilson,  the  friend 
of  Peter  B.  Porter,  joined.  I  told  Colonel  Swift  that  should  the  prisoners 
return  to  our  shore,  he  must  immediately  send  them,  under  guard,  to 
Lewiston  ;  and  I  explained  to  him  the  necessity  of  adopting  this  course. 
Colonel  Swift  and  Doctor  Wilson  —  his  surgeon  —  walked  out  of  the 
room;  but  soon  returned,  and  reported  to  me,  that  the  captured  guard, 
excepting  the  sergeant,  would  not  return  alive.  I  observed  to  them,  with 
some  warmth,  that  dead  or  alive,  they  should  all  return,  and  ordered  Col- 
onel Swift,  by  command  from  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  to  return  them,  and 
sen  ddown  Lieutenant  Hewett,  the  nest  day  under  arrest  for  trial,  I  then 
walked  into  the  adjoining  room  and,  to  my  surprise,  found  the  prisoners 
in  high  spirits,  dining  at  the  same  table  from  which  we  had  just  risen. 

To  this  shameful  affair  there  appeared,  to  my  mind,  disgusting  evidence 
that  Peter  B.  Porter  and  his  friends  were,  to  say  the  least,  accessories. 
A  palpable  violation  of  the  plighted  faitlioftheNation, or  the  sacrifice  of  an 
army  must  haveappeared  as  incidents  of  minor  consequence,  toaman  so  eager 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  War  as  to  recommend  to  General  Van  Rensselaer, 
tfl  pass  over  from  Buffalo  with  a  handful  of  men  to  Fort  Erie,  and  march 
to  the  relief  of  Hull,  through  a  fine  country,  and  good  roads  of  about  240 
miles;  with  Brock  and  Proctor  in  front,  and  Sheaffe  in  our  rear.  Such 
a  man,  among  a  thousand  other  crafty  hints,  might  even  venture  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  the  expediency  of  per- 
mitting one  of  his  sloop  captains,  thrown  out  of  employ  upon  Lake  llrie, 
to  pass  over  into  Canada  on  his  parole  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  although  he 
might  have  been  a  sbiunch  loyalist,  and  never  in  any  shape  made  prisoner  ! 

On  my  return  from  Black  Rook  to  Lewiston,  I  rode  part  of  the  way 
in  company  with  some  of  Porter's  friends;  our  conversation  naturally 
turned  upon  his  conduct;  some  of  the  preoeding  and  other  subjects,  not 
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y  to  be  detailed,  were  discussed.  ,  I  stated,  that  Porter  had,  upon 
every  oooaaion,  endeavored  to  throw  all  responsibility  upon  Greoeral  Van 
Keosselaer,  to  perples  his  movements  aud  embarrass  his  command ;  that 
he  had  voted  for  the  War;  but  now,  instead  of  being  the  first  man  to 
shew  his  zeal  in  the  cause,  he  neglected  his  duty  as  Quarter-master- 
General.  That  he  was  seldom  in  camp  ;  neglected  to  furnish  the  necessary 
Supplies  for  bringing  the  war  to  an  honorable  termination  ;  that  he  cared 
not  how  lottg  it  might  last,  provided  he  could  make  his  fortune  by  it. 
That  he  would  not  even  famish  straw  for  the  soldiers  to  lie  upoa  —  that 
hundreds  of  poor  families  bad  already  been  compelled  to  leave  the 
frontiers,  abandoning  their  little  all.  In  short,  a  view  of  the  calamities 
of  the  war,  which  this  same  Peter  B(elligerent)  Porter  had  eserted  him- 
self to  bring  on,  wrought  up  my  feelings  possibly  to  an  imprudent  heightj 
and  I  did  say,  that  Peter  B.  Porter  was  a  Damned  Scousdbel, 

A  few  days  after  this.  Dr.  Wilson  came  down  from  Black  Kock  to 
Lewiston  with  a  note  irora  Porter  inquiring  whether  I  had  bestowed  upon 
him  the  epithet  which  had  been  reported  to  him  as  above  stated.  I  told 
him  I  had.  After  a  pause,  he  asked  me  where  he  could  find  me  half  an 
hour  afterwards.  I  told  him,  in  my  tent.  He  withdrew,  and  in  a  short 
time  returned  again  and  requested  that  I  would  send  a  friend  to  meet  bira 
at  seven  o'clock  that  evening,  at  Mr.  Barton's,  to  make  the  necessary 

arrangements.     I  told  him,  that  my  friend would  meet  him  at  that 

time  and  place.  Dr.  Wilson  then  began  to  talk  about  my  being  in  a  pas- 
sion, and  an  apology  I  told  him  I  had  no  apology  to  make.  The  neces- 
sary arrangements  were  made,  and  a  solemn  pledge  of  secrecy  given  ;  but 
Portor  immediately  communicated  the  affair  to  his  partner,  Mr.  Barton, 
who  informed  General  Van  Rensselaer  thereof,  and  begged  him  to  put  a 
stop  to  it.  General  V.  R.  asked  Mr,  Barton  from  whom  he  obtained  his 
information?  He  answered  from  Porter  himself:  adding  that  I  bad  been 
in  a  passion,  aud  that  Porter's  friends  had  urged  him  to  the  measure. 

Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  entered  into  between  Dr.  Wilson  and 
my  friend,  they  were  to  meet  the  Saturday  following, at  twelve  o'clock,  at 
a  house  near  Tonawanda,  where  Dr.  W.  promised  to  have  a  boat  in  readi- 
ness to  pass  over  to  Grand  Island  for  the  purpose  of  locating  a  particular 
spot.  My  friend  arrived  there  sometime  before  Dr.  Wilson  ;  but  found 
no  boat.  When  the  Doctor  arrived  he  was  pressed  for  the  immediate  dis- 
patohofbusinessjbutDr.  W. —  after  some  esonses  for  not  having  provided 
the  boat,  and  objecting  to  going  a  mile  down  the  river  where  there  was  a 
boat,  asked  my  friend  to  go  with  him  up  into  a  chamber.  They  went  up 
The  expediency  of  postponing  the  meeting  was  submitted  by  Dr.  Wilson 
to  my  friend  for  various  considerations,  whioli  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail. 
The  proposition  was  at  first  rejected  ;  but  at  last  ray  friend  agreed  to  re- 
port the  proposition  to  me  and  meet  Dr.  W.  at  the  tavern  near  Niagara 
Falls,  precisely  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  Monday  morning  following.  It 
was  also  agreed  that  if  any  urgent  call  of  professional  duty  should  prevent 
Dr.  Wilson  from  attending,  that  he  would  transmit  a  note  at  that  time  and 
place  with  the  single  word  ■'  Deferred."  That  my  friend,  as  I  should  in- 
struct him,  would  then  finally  accept,  reject  or  qualify  the  proposition  : 
but  in  any  event,  should  the  proposition  be  rejected,  the  principals  with 
their  friends  should  meet  on  the  island  at  the  hour  which  had  been  pre- 
viously agreed  upon.  My  friend  returned  on  Saturday  evening  and  com- 
municated to  me  the  proposition.  I  charged  him  to  be  punctual  in  his 
37 
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atteDdanco  at  the  hour  and  place  on  Monday  morning;  to  reject  the  pro- 
position, and  take  the  necessary  measures  for  deciding  the  affair  at  once. 

On  Sunday,  before  qood,  Mr.  Gray  called  on  my  friend  at  Lowiston 
with  the  following  note  from  Gen.  Porter. 

Sir,  Black  Rock,  Sept.  13,  1812. 

I  had  no  objection  for  the  public  reasons  operating  on  both  Sides  to 
the  principal  arrangeraent  being  mutually  entered  into.  But  the  very 
extraordinary  and  unexpected  shape  in  which  the  business  has  been 
placed  does  not  permit  me  to  let  it  remain  a  moment  on  ita  present  foot- 
ing. General  Gray  is  the  gentleman  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  and  ia 
acquainted  with  every  particular.  To  whatever  arrangement  he  may 
make  I  shall  strictly  conibrm.  Yours  respectfully, 

Mr. Petee  B.  Porter. 

This  is  incorrect,  General  Porter  had  never  given  my  friend  the  least 
hint  that  Mr.  Gray  was  to  take  part  in  this  affair.  He  had  indeed  once 
submitted  the  proposition  of  exchanging  his  friend  /or  one  of  more  ex- 
perience," but  this  proposition  was  no  sooner  communicated  to  me,  by  ray 
friend,  than  it  was  rejected  and  at  the  same  time  I  observed  to  my 
friend,  that  Porters  only  object  was  to  give  publicity  to  the  afiitir.  My 
friend  after  expressing  his  surprise  at  the  violation  of  the  promise  of 
secrecy  on  the  part  of  General  Porter,  stated  to  Mr.  Gray  the  situation  in 
which  the  affair  was  then  placed  by  Dr,  Wilson  and  himself;  and  that  no 
deviation  from  that  course  would  be  acceded  to.  That  the  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  General  Porter  was  so  extraordinary  that  no  attention  would 
bo  paid  to  his  note,  nor  Mr.  Gray  in  any  shape  recognized. 

Mr.  Gray,  after  contending  that  General  Porter's  note  vested  him  with 
full  power  to  annul  the  whole  arrangement  which  had  been  previously 
entered  into,  and  declaring  General  Porter's  intention  not  to  comply  with 


On  Monday  morning,  before  eight  oclock,  my  friend  was  at  the  house 
appointed  near  Niagara  falls  and  continued  there  for  more  than  an  hour; 
btU  Dr.  Wilson  did  not  appear,  nor  did  he  send  any  com/munication  what- 
ever} My  friend  then  returned  to  the  camp  at  Lewiston  and  reported  to 
me  the  final  result  of  the  affair.  While  I  was  expressing  myself  with 
some  warmth  at  the  rascality  of  Porter,  General  Van  Keuaselaer  came  up, 
and  with  some  pleasantry  rallied  nie  and  my  friend,  saying  that  this  was 
a  pretty  affair,  indeed.  That  he  had  been  obliged  for  some  days  to  keep 
a  watchful  eye  over  us ;  for  that  he  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
affair  by  one  of  Porter's  confidential  friends  from  the  first ;  and  had  we 
attempted  to  leave  the  camp  together  he  would  have  arrested  us  both  ;  and 
would  still  do  it,  if  any  further  attempt  of  the  kind  should  be  made,  and 
that  he  would  immediately  write  Porter  to  that  effect  and  treat  him  in 
the  same  manner.  I  then  declared,  that  I  should  horsewhip  the  scoundrel 
for  disclosing  the  affair,  which  gave  rise  to  General  Van  Renesselaer'a 
positive  orders,  to  me,  to  drop  the  matter;  his  letter  tn  Porter  of  the 
14th  September,  which  contained  similar  orders,  was  1  1  e  1  h  same 
day.     Finding  that  I  had  been  trifled  with  by  Por        and    h  mpli- 

anoe  with  his  demand  of  satisfaction,  on  my  part,  w  nd      d    n  prac- 

ticable by  repeated  and  pitiful  evasions  on  his,  I  di  d  h  follow- 
ing letter  to  him  which  was  delivered  the  same  day  by  ffi  f  the 
U.  S.  Army,  to  which  no  answer  was  ever  made. 
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Col.  Yam,  Benaaeiam-  to  Gen.  Porter. 
Sir,  Lewiston  10  o'olock  A.  m.  Sept.  14,  1812. 

In  consequence  of  jour  message  to  me,  several  interviews  were  had 
between  our  friends ;  it  was  at  length  agreed  between  them,  that  they 
should  meet  at  the  first  house  above  the  Tonawanda  bridge,  afld  proceed 
from  thence  to  Grand  IsJand  to  select  a  spot  for  our  meeting.  On  their 
arrival  at  that  place  on  Saturday,  propositions  to  postpone  the  meeting 
were  made  on  the  part  of  your  friend  which  could  not  be  acceded  to  by 
mine  without  consulting  me,  and  with  that  view  they  were  to  meet  this 
morning,  at  8  o'clock,  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  At  this  place,  my  friend 
punctually  attended,  and  now  reports,  that  neither  your  friend,  or  any 
apology  appeared.  This  very  extraordinary  conduct  on  your  part,  together 
with  the  fact  of  your  having  disclosed  the  affair  [in  violation  of  the  moat 
solemn  pledge  of  secrecy,  and  which  has  been  moat  religiously  adhered  to 
on  my  part  and  that  oi'  my  friend]  to  two  or  three  persons  besides  your 
friend,  and  the  information  I  have  just  received,  that  Gen.  Van  Rensse- 
laer was  made  acquainted  with  it,  and  in  consequence  of  which,  he  has 
kept  a  watchful  eye  on  all  my  actions  — shews  conclusively  that  you  have 
trifled  with  me,  and  that  it  never  was  your  intention  to  meet  me.  And 
I  now  declare,  that  if  you  do  not  make  me  a  suitable  apology,  I  shall,  at 
a  proper  time  publish  you  to  the  world  as  a  Poltroon,  a  .  Coward  and  a 
Scoundrel  !  I  I  am  &c. 

Sol.  Van  Hensselaeb. 

Peter  B.  Porter,  Esq,,  Q  Master  Gen.  M.  S.  N.  Y. 

In  this  state  of  things  my  friend  wrote  to  Dr.  Wilson  the  following  note : 
Sir,  Lewiston  11  Oclook  a.  m.  Sept.  14,  1812. 

Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  entered  into  with  you  at  Tonawanda  on 
Saturday,  I  attended  punctually  at  eight  o'clock  this  morning  and  remained 
until  nine,  at  the  tavern  opposite  General  Hall's  late  quarters,  near  Niag- 
ara falls,  to  meet  you  or  receive  the  note  you  proposed  :  But  having  been 
disappointed  in  both,  I  have  reported  the  fact  to  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer: 
and  I  now  deem  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the  course  he  hag  adopted 
thereupon.  This  you  will  fully  learn  from  his  letter  to  General  Porter,  a 
copy  of  which  I  will  furnish  you  if  required.  I  am  &o.  &c. 

J>octor  Wilson. 

About  the  same  time  General  Van  Rensselaer  wrote  to  Porter  a  letter 
of  the  purport  above  stated  ;  and  the  three  letters,  were  delivered  by  the 

Dr.  Wilson  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  friend's  letter,  and  General 
Porter  the  receipt  of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer's  letter,  but  I  received  no 
answer  from  Porter. 

Br.  Wilson  to  Major  Lovett. 
Sir,  Black  Rock  Sept.  16,  1812. 

I  received  your  note  at  Tonawanda  on  Monday  4  oclock.  The  Official 
notice  given  you  by  Gen.  Gray  on  the  10th,  closed  my  duties,  and  rendered 
the  proposed  meeting  unnecessary.        j  ^^^  gj^^  ^^^^  ^,^^^  ^^^^^^ 

Major  John  Lovett.  Nath'  Wilson. 
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"  In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have  seen  Genl. 
Portera  statement  of  the  late  affair  between  him  and  Col.  Van  Rensselaer: 
It  is  so  grossly  incorrect  that  strong  reluctance  must  yield  tothat  just  de- 
mand which  my  friend  has  a  right  to  make  for  a  true  history  of  facts. 
Such  I  shall  give,  uninfluenced  by  my  private  opinion  of  the  parties, 
which,  probably  is  not  very  different  from  that  of  my  fellow  citizens  in 
general  : 

A-t  Lewiaton  on  the  6th  day  of  Sept.  last,  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  came  to 
my  tent,  and  handed  me  a  letter  which  he  had  just  received  from  Gen. 
Porter  said  he  supposed  there  must  he  a  little  private  fighting  Aone  — 
wished  me  to  make  the  arrangements  soon  as  possible,  and  went  away. 
The  letter  was  long  —  a  hotchpot  of  respect,  friendship,  and  hostility.  The 
complaint  in  it  was,  that  Col.  V.  R.  had  called  Gen.  Porter  a  "  d —  d 
rascal. " 

Soon  after  I  had  read  the  letter.  Col.  V.  R,  came  and  handed  me  the 
following  noto  : 

Dear  Sir,  Lewiston,  6th  September  1812 

I  hand  you  a  letter  just  delivered  to  me  by  Doct.  Wilson  from  Quar- 
ter Master  General  Porter,  You  will  readily  perceive  its  object.  /  used 
the  epithet  charged,  I  did  declare  that  he  had  been  the  means  of  bringing 
the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier  into  difficulty  and  then  neglected  his 
duty,  by  not  furnishing  the  necessary  supplies  to  carry  on  the  War  ;  and 
have  agreed  that  a  friend  should  meet  Doct.i  Wilson  at  Judge  Bartons 
at  Seven  this  Evening.  I  have  to  request  joa  will  do  me  the  favor  to 
meet  I>oct.  Wilson,  punctually,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and  act 
as  exigencies  may  require.  I  am,  very  respectfully  your  friend,  &c. 
John  Lovett,  Esq.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer, 

lu  the  forenoon  of  the  7th,  after  General  Van  Rensselaer  and  Col.  V.R. 
had  left  the  camp  for  Fort  Niagara,  Mr.  Barton  called  on  me  in  camp, 
and  said  Gen.  Porter  was  at  his  house  and  wished  to  see  me.  I  went. 
He  said  he  had  ever  entertained  a  high  respect  for  Col.  V.  R.  —  never  had 
any  misunderstanding  with  him  before,  and  much  regretted  it  now.  Dr. 
Wilson  asked  me  if  I  did  not  think  that  he  and  I,  ht/  acting  a  magnani- 
mous part  could  preserve  two  valuable  men  for  the  Service  1  I  told  him 
the  object  of  our  meeting  was  single  and  definite  :  that  I  had  no  authority 
but  to  locate  the  place  of  meeting.  From  Ton  a  wan  da  returned  to  camp 
and  reported  to  Col.  V.  R.  the  proposition  for  postponement.  He  in- 
stantly rejected  it  saying,  "  all  the  fellow  wanted  was  to  paddle  off.  " 

[Mr.  Lovett's  statement,  which  is  quite  lengthy,  coincides  in  every  par- 
ticular with  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer's.]  In  conclusion  hesays  "  The  fore- 
going statement  is  tested  by  very  full  notes  taken  at  the  time.  To  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  it  may  appear  superflu- 
ous to  add,  that  through  the  whole  affair, his  conduct  perfectly  comported 
with  the  character  he  has  ever  sustained,  was  such  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  gentleman  — a  man  of  honor  —  the  Soldier, 
Albany,  28th  Feb.  1813.  John  Lovett. 

"  The  Soldier' i  friend." 
Sir,  Albany  March  10,  1813. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  an  anonymous  correspondent,  through  the 
medium  of  my  paper,  that  while  the  brave  but  unfortunate  Col.  Van  Rena- 
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Bfilaer  lay  covered  with  wounds  at  a  public  house  at  Buffalo,  His  Escollency 
Gov.  Tompkins  stopped  a.t  the  same  house  for  several  days :  and  that  al- 
though he  knew  Col.  Van  Bensselaer  to  be  in  the  house,  and  his  life 
endangered  by  his  wounds,  received  in  the  gallant  affair  of  Queenstown, 
yet  his  Excellency,  whose  partisans  represent  him  us  "  the  Soldier's  friend" 
left  the  house  without  expressing  a  wish  to  see  the  Colonel,  or  making 
even  the  slightest  enquiry  after  his  health. 

That  cODdact  so  cold  and  unfeeling  on  the  part  of  the  Coinniander  in 
Chief  of  the  Militia  should  be  discredited  on  anonymous  testimony,  is  as 
honorable  as  it  is  natural  to  a  bravo  and  a  generous  people,  and  I  was  not 
therefore  surprised  to  learn ,  that  many  of  my  readers  disbelieved  or  doubted 
the  statement  of  niy  correspondent.  As  to  myself,  I  had  no  doubts,  because 
the  affair,  as  represented,  comported  with  what  my  own  experience  had 
brought  Djo  of  His  Excellency's  character,  both  as  a  man  and  a  Magistrate. 
It  is  my  wish,  however,  and  indeed  I  owe  it  to  the  public  as  an  editorial 
duty,  to  place  this  affair  in  a  true  light,  and  having  understood  that  you 
was  the  constant  companion  of  Col.  Van  Kensselaer  while  he  remained  at 
Buffalo  and  can  satisfy  any  doubts  that  may  exist  on  the  subject  of  this 
communication,  I  take  the  liberty  of  appealing  to  you  for  a  correct  state- 

A  speedy  answer  will  much  oblige  Sir,  Yours  very  respectfully, 
John  Lovett,  Esq,  S.  Southwick. 

Major  Lomtt  to  Solomon  Sout/i-wklc. 
Sir,  '  Albany,  March  10,  1813. 

I'his  morning  I  received  your  note  requesting  from  me,  information 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  Governor  Tompkins  towards  Col.  Solomon  Van 
Rensselaer  while  he  lay  wounded  at  Buffalo.  I  will  very  briefly  state  to 
you.  Sir,  what  1  hnow,  and  what  I  have  understood.  Such  was  the  sever- 
ity of  Col.  Van  Rensselaer's  wounds,  that  I  ooald  not  move  him  in  any 
carriage.  On  the  18th  of  Oct.  part  of  Major  Mosely's  Rifle  battalion 
generously  offered  to  carry  him  on  their  shoulders,  wherever  he  wished 
to  go,  if  to  Albany.  He  wished  to  go  to  Buffalo.  Those  generous  sol- 
diers, under  the  command  of  Ensign  Grosvenor,  carried  him  to  Schlosser  ; 
there  they  got  a  boat  on  the  19th  and  rowed  him  te  Buffalo.  '  We  pat  up 
at  Landens.  Several  days  after  Gov.  Tompkins  arrived  there  —  put  up  at 
the  ?ame  house.  I  dined  three  or  four  days  at  the  same  table  with  the 
Governor.  He  never  made  any  enquiry  of  me  respecting  Col.  Van  Rens- 
selaer's situation.  I  never  saw  him  Id  our  room,  and  Col.  Van  Rensselaer 
has  often  told  me  that  the  Governor  never  came  near  him,  nor  did  he 
Bend  any  message  to  him. 

I  am  Sir,  very  respectfully  your  obt.  Servant. 

Solomon  Southwick,  Esq.  John  Lovett. 


"  KiWt  reading  the  above  correspondence,  the  public  will  be  at  n 
to  determine  with  what  degree  of  justice  the  partisans  of  his  e 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  have  styled  him  '  The  Soldier's  friend.' 

"  If  there  is  a  spectacle  on  earth  calculated  to  excite  the  commiseration 
as  well  as  the  admiration  of  the  generous  and  the  brave,  it  is  that  of  a 
hero  nobly  bleeding  in  his  country's  cause,  and  suffering  the  fortune  of 
wounds  received  in  avenging  her  wrongs,  or  defending  her  rights.  And 
yet,  from  such  a  spectacle  did  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  militia, 
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while  on  a  professional  military  tonv,  turn  with  averted  eye,  without  of- 
fering a  word  of  conaolation,  or  the  smallest  aid  of  any  kind,  in  alleviation 
of  the  brave  man's  sufferings.  We  are  aware  that  the  tools  of  Tyburn 
may  suggest  as  an  apology  for  his  excellency's  conduct,  that  Col-  Van 
Ben^elaer  is  a  political  opponent  of  his  excellency.  Be  it  so.  But  is  a 
mere  political  diiFerence  of  opinion  to  stifle  the  dictates  of  humanity,  and 
render  the  commander  in  chief  of  an  army  callous  to  the  sufferings  of  his 
brave,  but  unfortunate  corapaniooB  in  arms  ?  Humanity  is  the  brightest 
gem  in  the  character  of  a  soldier,  and  in  vain  shall  he  who  does  not  possess 
it  lay  claim  to  that  exalted  character.  Had  not  our  public  councils  been 
gnided  by  a  mean  and  narrow  party  spirit.  Col.  Van  Seasselaer  would 
have  had  the  command  of  a  regiment  in  the  regular  array  of  the  United 
States,  He  was  recommended  for  that  situation,  previous  to  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  by  several  republioans  who  thought  him  qualified  for  and  en- 
titled to  such  command,  but  as  we  were  then  informed  by  a  correspondent 
at  Washington,  his  appointment  was  defeated  by  the  petty- tyrants  of 
Tyburn  bill,  to  whose  remembrance  of  an  old  grudge  may  be  attributed 
an  interference,  on  that  occasion,  which  deprived  their  country  of  the  per- 
manent military  services  of  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  esporienoed 
officers  that  ever  wielded  a  sword  in  her  defense.  Such  is  the  narrow 
spirit  of  faction  which  is  ever  brooding  over  imaginary  distinctions,  or 
indulging  the  spirit  of  malignity,  to  the  sacrifice  of  the  best  interests  of 
community.  How  much  superior  to  that  of  our  self-styled  republican 
rulers,  was  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  on  a  similar  occasion. 
He  wanted  an  engineer  and  bad  fixed  his  eye  upon  a  man  well  qualified 
for  this  purpose.  But  he  had  no  sooner  manifested  his  intention 
than  some  sycophaaia,  like  those  that  swarm  about  Tghurn,  or  dangle 
at  the  levees  of  Mr.  Madison,,  admonished  him  not  to  appoint  the 
man  he  had  his  eye  upon,  ^  far  your  majesty'  said  the  toad-eater,  '■may 
rest  assured  that  he  i»  a  jacobin.'  '  It  is  an  ENGINEER  that  I  want,'  replied 
Boitaparte  coolly,  and  thus  rebuked  the  impertinence  and  intolerance  of 
the  sycopbant,  while  he  secured  for  bis  army  the  services  of  a  skillful  and 
meritoHous  officer.  Let  our  brave  militia-men  reflect,  that  if  Governor 
Tompkins  should  be  re-elected  be  will  continue  to  be  at  least  their  nomi- 
nal oommauder-in-chief.  But  as  their  suffrages  will  either  elevate  him 
once  more  to  the  pinnacle  of  executive  power,  or  consign  him  to  that  pri- 
vate station,  for  which  he  is  best  fitted  by  nature,  it  behooves  them  to  re- 
member bis  treatment  of  Col,  Van  Reusselaerfor  theprivate  soldierwiU  seek 
in  vain  in  his  distresses  for  the  sympathetic  aid  of  the  man  who  could  thus 
coldly  and  inhumanly  avoid  the  languid  couch  of  the  wounded  officer. 
We  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  generous  feelings  of  our  honest  yeo- 
manry to  believe,  that  any  suggestions  of  private  pique  or  the  detestable 
influence  of  party  spirit,  will  be  received  by  them  as  an  apology  for  con- 
duct, thus  marked  by  every  lineament,  a  feature  of  cold  blooded  cruelly. 
The  testimony  before  ihem,  is  no  longer  that  of  rumor  —  it  rests  no  longer 
upon  the  basis  of  anonymous  authority.  Mr.  Lovett  was  the  aid-de-camp 
of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and  the  constant  companion  of  his  wounded 
friend  and  fellow -soldier.  His  testimony,  therefore,  is  conolusive,  it  con- 
victs the  commander-in-chief  of  a  dereliction  of  humanity,  the  brightest 
ornament  of  valor  —  it  fixes  the  seal  of  delinquency  upon  bis  mora]  as  well 
as  official  character  —  and  it  now  remains  for  the  ballot  boxes  to  punish  the 
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Uen.  Porter's  compasaioa  was  of  the  same  dye:  "  In  his  fiend,  like  wish 
(when  he  heard  of  my  [Col.  V.  R,]  heing  grievously  wounded)  '  that  I 
might  not  surviTe  my  wounds,'  did  it  emanate  from  an  honorable  man  ?" 

Robert  Maconib  to  Solomon  SoutMnch. 
Sir,  March  22,  1813. 

Ohserviog  that  the  conduct  of  Gov.  Tompkins  towards  Col.  Van  Kens- 
Belaer,  whilst  at  Buffalo,  has  become  a  subject  of  much  an  i  mad  vera  ion  in 
your  paper,  I  feel  myself  compelled,  by  a.  sense  of  justice,  to  submit  to 
you  the  following  statement  of  faflts.  Col.  John  W,  Livingston  and  myself 
accompanied  Gov.  Toinpkins,  as  A  ids- de- Camp,  on  his  late  tour  to  the 
frontiers;  and  in  this  character  we  arrived  at  Buffalo.  While  there  his 
Eseeliency  manifested  great  anxiety  for  the  brave  men  who  had  been 
wounded  at  Queenston,  and  for  Col.  Van  Kensselaer  among  others,  about 
whose  situation  he  made  inquiries  of  the  officers,  and  particularly  of  Gen. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer.  Gov.  Tompkins  conceived  that  he  could  not 
with  propriety,  wait  personally  on  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  without  an  invita- 
tion, as  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  visit  would  be  disagree- 
able to  Col.  Van  Rensselaer;  he  having  manifested  much  personal  hostility 
to  Gov.  Tompkins  on  several  occasions.  And  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  and 
Mr.  Lovett,  who  were  perfectly  aware  of  the  delicate  situation  of  Gov. 
Tompkins  in  this  respect,  did  not  invite  him  to  see  Col.  Van  Kensselaer. 
Gov.  Tompkins,  however,  ordered  Co!.  Livingston  and  myself  to  wait  on 
Col.  Van  K. ;  and  by  his  immediate  order  I  look  the  liberty  of  asking  Mr. 
Lovett,  with  whom  I  had  no  acquaintance  whatever,  whether  I  could  be 
permitted  to  see  Col.  Van  Rensselaer.  Mr.  Lovett  fixed  the  time,  when 
he  was  so  good  as  to  introduce  me  to  Col.  Van  Kensselaer  whom  I  had 
never  seen.  I  passed  part  of  the  evening,  with  him,  and  was  happy  to  find 
bim  in  all  respects  convalescent.  Col.  Livingston  was  also  ordered  to  call 
on  Col.  Van  Rensselaer. 

As  the  strictures  which  have  been  made  on  this  subject,  may  have  a 
tendency  to  impute  to  Gov.  Tompkins  an  unfeeling  neglect  of  our  gallant 
Countryman  who  suffered  at  Queenstown,  it  may  be  well  to  remark  (if 
the  character  of  Gov.  Tompkins  need  any  vindication  in  this  regard)  that 
immediately  after  his  arrival  at  Buffalo,  he  presented  to  the  hospital  de- 
partment, I'oi  the  use  of  the  sick  and  wounded  Militia,  all  his  private 
stores  whatever,  consisting  of  tea,  sugar,  coffee,  liquors,  smoked  meats, 
and  a  variety  of  groceries  whioh  had  been  transported  for  the  use  of  him- 
self and  suite,  and  whioh  could  not  be  procured  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 
He  did  not  retain  a  single  artielc  for  himself. 

I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  publish  this  note  in  youv  paper. 

Solomon  South  wick,  Esqr.  Robert  Macomb. 

The  following  letter  from  Col.  V.  R.,  to  the  editor  of  the  Albany  Re- 
gister, needs  no  comment.  It  speaks  for  itself  and  will  speak  home,  with 
irresistible  effect,  to  every  honest  and  independent  heart. 

Sir,  Mount  Hope,  24th  March,  1813.    , 

In  compliance  with  your  desire  and  to  enable  you  to  correct  some  errors 

in  Col.  Macomb's  statement,  whioh  was  published  in  the  last  Register,  I 

give  you  the  following  detail. 

The  conduct  of  Governor  Tompkins  in  not  calling  on  me  when  I  lay 

wounded  in  the  same  house  where  he  was,  wheu  at  Buffalo,  became  the 
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topic  of  Eteneral  conversation  between  the  Citizens  and  Officers  at  tliat 
place.  Mr,  John  MoOomb  (who  so  gullantly  distinguished  himself  in 
assisting  to  cut  out  two  British  Sloops  of  War  off  Fort  Erie)  lodged  in 
the  same  house,  and  shewed  me  muoh  attention  and  friendship.  He 
heard  the  observations  made  on  this  subjeot  and  I  believe  felt  hurt  that 
his  reiation,  Col.  Kobert  McComb,  did  not  call  upon  me.  He  told  me  one 
afternoon  that  he  would  bring  his  Cousin  Robert  to  see  me  if  I  had  no 
objections.  I  replied  that  I  had  not  any,  accordingly  they  came  in  one 
evening,  and  remained  a  short  time  in  my  room.  This  visit  was  made 
the  third  or  fourth  day  after  the  Governor's  arrival,  and  I  believe  the 
very  evening  before  he  and  Col.  McComb  left  Buffalo  for  Albany.  But  I 
solemnly  declare,  that  Col,  McComb  did  not  communicate  to  me  any 
message  from  the  Governor,  nor  did  I  receive  one  from  him  through  any 
other  channel  whatever.  And  as  for  Col.  Livingston,  he  never  did  call 
upon  me^  although  he  remained  in  the  same  house  in  which  I  was  about 
a  fortnight  after  the  Governor  had  left  it.  While  I  am  again  very  un- 
willingly drawn  before  the  public,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  correct  an  error 
which  many  minds  have  been  impressed  with  ;  by  some  it  has  been  sup- 
posed, that  I  was  the  brother  of  General  Stephen  Van  ilonsselaer,  by 
others  his  nephew,  &e.  Bat  the  truth  is,  that  the  relationship  betweoa 
us  is  very  distant  indeed,  being  that  of  third  or  fourth  cousins  only.  My 
attachment  to  him  therefore  does  not  arise  from  this  cause,  but  from  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  his  Worth  ;  he  is  amiable  and  brave,  his  feelings 
were  ever  alive  to  the  sufferings  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier;  to 
the  comforts  of  the  troops,  and  to  the  honor  of  their  arms.  After  the 
surrender  of  General  Hu!l,  when  a  retreat  was  proposed  to  him  from  high 
authority,  this  gallant  man  exclaimed  with  great  indignation,  "  What  1 
shall  I  abandon  the  inhahitants  to  their  fate?  No,  Twill  dispute  everff 
inch  o/ ground  and  sooner  die  1 " 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Tour  Obt,  Sovrt. 
Solomon  Southwick,  Esqr,  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

"Justice  is  precious  in  all  things,  but  a  man's  range  ia  very  narrow, 
and  that  certainly  could  not  be  called  economieal  justice,  however  com- 
mendable it  may  be  otherwise,  which  rights  the  wrongs  of  one  party  — 
or  of  both  the  parties  directly  involved  —  through  gross  injustice  toothers. 
Often  these  very  efforts  are  decidedly  more  esasperating  than  edifying  to 
those  who  are  suffering  in  prison,  Alas  for  the  many  grievous  errors  and 
misrepresentations  that  come  in  ignoring  or  diminishing  the  happiness  of 
others ;  without  onoe  realizing  that  while  promoting  the  happiness  of 
others  we  are  best  securing  our  own.  This  should  be  the  incentive  to 
right  action,  the  noblest,  the  most  heroic  and  self  sacrificing,  and  then  be 
drawn  near  enough  together  to  banish  opprobrious  epithets,  and  to  help 
each  other  in  a  friendly  spirit." 

"  Albany,  April  8,  1813.  Lasteveniug,  about?  o'clock  as  John  Lovett, 
Esq.,  clerk,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  was  leaving  his  office  in  the 
capitol,  he  was  followed  by  the  noted  Peter  B.  Porter,  who  addressed  him 
in  a  rude  and  ungentlemanlike  manner,  and  assaulted  him  with  a  cane. 
Mr.  Lovett,  who  is  well  known  to  be  by  no  means  deficient  in  manly 
spirit  soon  turned  upon  Porter,  and  with  a  small  walking  stick,  which  he 
usually  carries,  belabored  him  soundly. 

"  Darby  Noon,  a  young  Irishman,  residing  sometimes  in  this  city  who 
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had  been  noticed  the  greater  part  of  the  afternoon  prowling  about  Mr. 
Lovett's  office  in  company  with  Porter,  was  attending  hard  by,  and  no 
sooner  saw  poor  Porter  reeling  and  staggering  under  the  well  administered 
strokes  of  Mr.  Lovett,  than  he  ran  up,  and  violently  seizing  the  arm  of 
the  latter,  declaring  himself  the  friend  of  both,  saved  his  friend  Porter 
from    a  further  chastisement   which  he  richly  «ierit«d," 

The  severe  struggle  in  the  country  for  political  supremacy,  had  not  yet 
oeased,  but  these  days  were  memorable  for  the  asperity  and  violence  of  poli- 
tical parties.  Not  satisfied  with  disonssing  the  principles  which  divided  the 
federal  and  democratic  cliques,  and  the  merits  of  the  respective  candidates, 
low  personal  abuse,  and  libelous  writings  were  employed  to  vilify  indi- 
viduals. Mr.  Lovett,  however,  was  remarkable  for  calmness,  when  others 
were  excited ;  his  conversation  was  always  marked  by  good  sense,  ac- 
companied by  a  suavity  of  manner  that  made  a  favorable  impression.  His 
fraeas!  with  Porter  was  caused  by  the  slaleniEitl. 

"Darby  Noon  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  man  of  great  personal 
worth.  When  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  received  the  news  of  General  Hull's 
surrender,  he  employed  Captain  Darby  Noon,  the  leader  of  a  fine  com- 
pany of  Albany  volunteers,  who  were  stationed  at  Niagara,  on  the  im- 
portant errand  of  going  with  information  of  the  disaster,  by  espteas,  to 
General  Dearborn,  tlie  senior  commander  in  the  army,  whose  head  quarters 
at  that  time  were  at  Greenbush,  opposite  Albany,  on  the  Hudson  river. 
Captain  Noon  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  and  he  performed  the  service 
in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time.  He  I'ode  express  all  the  way,  chang- 
ing his  horses  by  impressing  them  when  necessary,  assuring  the  owners 
of  remuneration  from  government.  Ho  neither  slept  on  the  way,  nor 
tasted  food  excepting  what  he  ate  on  horseback.  When  he  arrived  at 
Greenbush,  he  was  so  much  exhausted  that  he  had  to  be  Hfted  from  his 
horse,  and  he  was  compelled  to  remain  in  his  bed  several  days.  He  raised 
and  equipped  this  volunteer  company  at  Albany,  almost  entirely  at  his 
own'  expense,  and  in  1813  was  commissioned  a  major  in  the  41st  regiment 
of  New  York  State  Militia.  His  wife  was  (Jaroline  Broome,  daughter  of 
Lieutenant  Governor  Broome  of  New  York.  Major  Noon  survived  the 
war  only  eight  years,  dying  in  September,  1823." 

Mr.  John  Lovett  had  been  elected  a  representative  of  the  state  of  New 
York  in  the  13th  congress,  and  soon  after  proceeded  on  to  Washington, 
't  In  conformity  to  a  law  passed  February  26,  1813,  preceding  the  inaugu- 
ration of  Mr.  Madison,  the  thirteenth  congress  assembled  on  May  34th, 
and  Henry  Clay  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house." 

Son.  John  Lovett  to  Joseph  Alesswndm: 
Dear  Sir.  Philadelphia  18th  May,  1813. 

I  arrived  here  last  evening  in  good  health  and  spirits,  excepting  the 
miserable  hangings  upon  shoulders,  head,  hips  and  ribs  received  from  the 
constant  starboard  and  larboard  lurches  of  the  stage  ;  a  considerable  part 
of  the  road  is  the  worstlever  saw  in  a  Christian  land.  The  road  is  literally 
cut  hub  deep,  and  wagons  innumerable  passing  and  repassing  from  Tren- 
ton to  New  York  with  goods.  I  oertainly  speak  within  bounds,  when 
saying  that  we  yesterday  passed  more  than  2000  Barrels  of  Flour  on  the 
way  to  New  York.  Every  hut,  blacksmith's  shop,  house,  shed  and  hovel 
is  filled  with  flour—  10,  20,  60,  100  Barrels  in  a  place,  and  piled  on  the 
sides  of  the  road,  and  many  loads  thrown  down  in  the  mire.  Such  are 
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facts,  jon  may  eommunicate  them  as  such  to  our  Wheat-holders,  they  may 
take  these  things  into  account  in  making  up  their  calculations.  Genl. 
Van  Rensselaer  is  in  the  city,  I  shall  try  to  find  him  this  afteruoon  In 
the  present  awfully  distracted  condition  of  the  affairs  of  our  country,  it 
would  be  worse  than  idle  and  vain  for  me,  an  unfledged  politician,  to  risk 
any  opinion  as  to  the  mighty  events  which  will  most  probably  be  com- 
pressed into  the  nest  sis  months.  As  to  the  great  question  of  Peace  or 
War,  Mr,  Parish  says  the  Administiatioo  can  do  nothing  else  but  m  alee  a 

Washington  May  25,  1813. 
The  Papers  will  tell  you  all  I  can  write  of  general  news.    All  is  calm  as 
yet.     We  take  out  seats  and  look  moat  aignifloantlj  grave  and  dignisi- 
mously  wise  at  one  another.     It  will  be  idle  for  me  to  send  youthe  Mes- 
sage, the  Birds  of  the  air  will  outfly  the  Mail.     Yours  &e.  John  Lovbttt. 

John  Lomtt  to  Joseph  Alexander. 
My  dear  Sir,  Washington  June  12th,  1813. 

The  House  have  held  out  so  late,  in  an  awful  squabble  npon  the  Kleotion 
between  Hungerford  and  Taliaferro  of  Virginia,  that  I  haye  scarcely  time 
to  tell  yoa,  (after  swallowing  my  green  Beans  whole,)  that  I  am  alive  and 
well.  In  this  horrid  region  of  turmoil,  I  oan  give  you  nothing  new  more 
than  what  you  see  in  the  Papers.  The  Budget  you  have  seen.  Whether 
the  People  will  quietly  back  it,  is  the  great  qaeslion.  I  think  I  can  dis- 
cover that  the  Majority  doubt :  doubt  whether  they  shall  win  the  Saddle, 
and  ride,  completely  caparisoned  to  the  d  —  1 ;  or  loose  their  Horse,  and 
trudge  the  same  journey,  on  foot :  home  they  must  go.  This  stride  must, 
I  think  either  establish,  or  overthrow  their  power.  Poor,  deluded  Ame- 
rica !  All  are  looking  to  Congress  for  relief!  Strange  infatuation  1  Dont 
thoy  know  that  we  came  together  for  the  express  purpose  of  increasing 
their  burdens  ?  Wretchedly  loyal  People  ;  so  long  had  they  been  governed 
by  wisdom  and  integrity :  so  long  had  they  been  aooustomed  to  look  to 
the  God  of  their  Fathers,  and  to  their  Rulors  for  deliverance  in  times  of 
deep  distress,  that  the  habit  is  rooted  in  their  very  souls  —  they  cannot, 
they  will  not  believe  that  the  sceptre  is  transferred  to  the  hands  of  knaves 
and  fools.  Like  the  affectionate  Mother  Bird,  so  attached  to  the  Nest  she  had 
biiiit  with  great  toil,  and  where  her  darling  treasure  was  lately  deposited,  that 
when  robbed  of  all  by  some  ruffian,  she  still  abides  by  her  nest ;  wailing, 
but  in  hope,  that  her  loss  may  be  restored,  her  grief  assuaged  and  her  joys 
rekindled.  Idle  hope  ;  her  moan  is  vain,  she  but  wastes  her  strength  for 
naught,  and  when  ieeble  and  emaciated,  the  ruffian  who  despoiled  the 
heart's  treasure  will  seize  and  cage  her.     But  my  heart  swells.     I  forbear. 

Presuming  that  Johnny  Oook  is  dead,  I  only  wish  to  know  if  his  friends 
mean  to  give  Scarfs? 

An  Express  tells  as,  there  are  27  of  the  Enemy's  ships  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  mouth  of  the  Potomac  I  We  dont  mind  it,  for  one,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  fight  a  little,  then  run  as  usual.  I  will  put  this  in,  not  to  flatter 
you,  but  to  do  j  ustioe  to  the  good  heart  of  a  true  friend.  At  dinner  on 
Sunday  at  T.  Wallace's  house,  he  introduced  me  to  several  Merchants  from 
New  York.  Of  Green  Peas,  and  huge  Cucumbers  with  young  Potatoes  I 
say  nothing,  for  they  are  all  the  while  before  us.  Our  Desert  was  Straw- 
berries as  big  as  grape  shot,  and  cream. 

Tommy  had  got  his  Bottle  of  Madeira,  in  the  cooler,  slyly  between  his 
feet.     Be  raised  it  up  at  proper  time,  and  with  triumphant  hand,  urged 
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me  to  take  a,  glass,  I  decliued,  aayiog  it  will  make  me  sleepy.  "  Never 
mind,"  says  Tommy,  "we'll  drink  one  glass  to  Alexander."  With  this 
we  all  filled,  (I  understood  him.)  Our  Toast  was  given  —  the  GentlemeE 
made  some  observations  pointed  towards  Russia.  "  No,  no,"  says  Tommy, 
''  that's  not  the  man  I  mean.  I  mean  JbsepA  Alexander — my  worthy  friend 
at  Albany,"  so  we  all  drank  Yourself.  Now,  Sir,  as  yoa  have  become 
the  Toast  at  a  public  table  in  Washington,  I  advise  you  to  marry  as  soon 
as  possible,  otherwise  you  may  fare  the  same  fate  as  Tommy  says  I  must. 
He  says  I  stand  so  unreasonably  high  in  this  country  that  I  must  fell. 
Give  me  my  hearing,  and  a  little  lime  and  I'll  try  to  prevent  it. 

John  Lovett. 

June  17,  Sa&ty  Sketch  of  Proceedings. 
Mr.  Hopkins,  from  Ontario,  presents  the  petition  of  Pomeroy  of  Bufialo, 
praying  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Troops  who  destroyed  his  pro- 
perty, and  prays  remuneration  therefore.  Mr.  H,,  prays  it  may  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee.  Mr,  Pisk,  of  New  York,  opposes  the  reference,  and 
moves  that  the  Petition  lie  on  the  table  —  saying  that  this  House  has  no 
authority  to  enquire  into  "  Riots  committed  hij  Soldiers  i%  the  discharge 

OP  THEIR  DDTY  !" 

M.  Goldsborough. — Maty,  advocates  the  Reference,  and  givesa  humorous 
criticism  upon  Mr.  Pisk.  Mr.  Oomsfock  calls  for  reading  of  the  Docu- 
ments. Mr.  Hopkins  very  ably  and  eloquentlt/  urges  the  referenoe  upon 
sound  and  broad  principles.  Mr,  Pjsk  perseveres  in  his  opposition.  One 
(whom  I  don't  know)  adverts  to  the  Petition  presented,  last  session,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Indian  Territory,  praying  remuneration  for  destruction 
by  Mounted  Rifienian,  that  petition  was  refused  —  and  the  Report  was  in 
favor  of  it.  Mr.  Pisk  having  insinuated  that  Pomeroy  produced  the  Riot 
by  intemperate  expressions  respecting  the  war;  upon  this,  Mr.  Grosvenor 
animadverts  with  some  severity.  Motion  that  Petition  lie  on  the  table 
negatived.  Riot  motion  for  reference  to  Common  Claims  carried  by 
small  majority. 

Thebusinessof  the  morningbeing  disposed  of,  Mr.  Webster's  Resolutions 
are  called  up.  Gen,  Wright  takes  the  floor.  I  hear  his  noise,  but  under- 
stand him  not,  nor  do  I  think  he  undersLands  himself.  I  have  just  been 
across  the  house,  onit  of  curiosity  to  hear  Wright ;  and  I  can  with  great 
truth  say,  as  the  honest  German  did  of  the  smell  of  the  Polecat :  "  ven  I 
vas  kood  vays  off  I  smell'd  em  mighdo  sdrong  :  ten  I  comes  up  glose  py 
em,  and,  py  der  divils  kite,  he  sdankt  so  dat  I  cond  zmell  noding  unter 
Cot's  heavens."  Wright  having  blown  out,  as  Furnace  mcu  say,  Fai~rar 
raises  his  quandom  ministerial  tone  ;  but,  forgetting  that  he  has  ohanged 
the  desk  torn  legislative  Jloor,  he  makes  a  little  too  free  with  Man's  Motives. 
Mr.  Speaker  calls  him  to  order !  He  concludes  by  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement.  [Henry  Clay  was  speaker.]  Mr.  Oakley- — will  not  attempt 
to  reply,  to  the  observations  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  from  Maryland,  hav- 
ing understood  that  the  Hon ,  gentleman  has  been  considered  as  privileged 
to  say  many  things  to  which  no  gentleman  on  this  side  the  House  is  under 
any  obligation  to  reply.  I  can  assure  you  that  this  is  a  proud  day  on  the 
floor  for  New  York.  Not  a  man  on  this  floor  has  been  listened  to  with 
more  attention  than  Mr,  Oakley ;  and  Mr.  Hopkins  acquitted  himself  very 


ire  :  Oakley  has  both  Seels  and  Bottom,  he  is  musterly. 
He    is  pranpt,  luminous,  pointed.     In  the  most  shrewd  and   cunning 
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manner,  he  assails  the  President,  yet  in  such  cautious  phraseology,  that 
BO  old  Foxes  can  check  him.  In  discussing  the  question  whether  the 
Executive  of  the  U.  S.  has  been  in  the  habit  of  brooking  insult,  Oakley, 
in  the  happiest  manner  reviews  the  scene  with  Jackson,  he  paints  to  us 
the  fire  and  rage  excited  even  by  the  "  suspicion  of  an  Insinuation  of 
an  INSULT  1"  I  confess,  says  Oakley,  that  it  would  give  me  heartfelt 
satisfaction,  to  see  the  Forehead  of  the  French  Government  branded  with 
a  Falsehood.  Oakley  consumes  one  hour.  And  more  glory  to  New 
York,  Grosvenor  takes  the  floor  in  style.  I  stand,  says  G.,  on  the  freehold 
of  the  Constitution,  and  so  standing,  I  will  speak  plainly,  but  decorously, 
and  from  my  sfand,  I  will  never  be  removed  without  one  hard  struggle. 
I  find  BO  much  to  admire  in  the  comprehensive  view  which  Groavenor 
takes,  that  I  note  not  particalars  —  he  isas  usual  able,  and  elegant.  The 
little  French  Secretary  sits  shraggiag  his  shoulders  while  his  Court  is 
branded  with  every  kind  of  epithet.  Grosvenor  occupies  the  floor  for 
half  an  hour.  It  is  hotter,  in  this  house,  than  purgatory.  I  can  no 
more,  only  say  that  it  is  now  3  p.  m.  —  the  Majority  are  sorely  pressed. 
The  Speaker  has  placed  a  suiistltute  in  the  Chair  and  I  suspect  has  been 
half  an  hour  canvassing  with  the  heads  of  his  Squad  how  they  can  get 
out  of  this  scrape  with  feas!  disgrace ;  for  disgraced,  you  may  rest  assured, 
they  must  be  in  the  result  of  this  discussion.  Should  we  carry  the  Reso- 
lutions, thej  must  cut  —  should  they  sfj'onjfc  them,  the  Nation  miisfdraw 
the  inference.  Democracy  sees  and  dreads  the  daily  increasing  difficulties; 
it  is  visible  in  our  house,  and  in  the  Senate  there  are  serious  divisions. 
The  disasters  which  1  know  must  happen  on  the  Frontiers  in  this  campaign 
mustshake  the  Nation  to  the  centre.  Our  espenditurea  are  now  16,000,000, 
yes  Six  Million  per  month  !  Grosvenor  closes  near  4  p.  m.  Mr.  Grundy 
says  the  question  has  taken  a  vast  range  and  nine  on  both  sides  ought  to 
have  an  opportuLity  to  speak.  Move  is  for  adjournment —  the  question 
will  occupy  one,  if  not  two  days  more.  I  am  a  little  afraid  Grosvenor 
has  taken  some  grounds  a  littie  too  high,  and  that  ho  may,  possibly,  be 
aaaailed.  As  one  of  the  Executors  of  Johnny  Cook,  you  will  tell  our 
friends  all  1  know.  John  Lovett. 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander. 

Oneof  Mr.  Lovett's  early  friends  "Mr.  Herman  Knickerbocker,  author 
of  the  veracious  history  of  New  York,  was  another  gentleman  of  the  law — 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Dederick  Knickerbocker ;  he  waa  well  known  as 
'  the  Prince  of  Schaghticoke.'  When  in  1812  he  represented  the  county 
of  Rensselaer  in  congreaa,  it  waa  quite  natural  that  Mr.  Madiaon,  then 
president,  should  have  inquired  of  one  representing  not  only  the  county, 
but  the  Dutch  dynasty,  what  waa  the  difference  between  the  Reformed 
Dutch  church  and  Preshyteriana  ?  The  reply  could  not  have  been  im- 
proved by  Dederick  himself;  aa  veracious  as  anything  contained  in  the 
bistoi-y  of  his  venerable  ancestor,  he  swd ;  '  The  one  aang  long  metre,  the 
other  sang  short  metre.' "  ' 

'  Eepresentatives  of  ttc  state  of  New  York  In  the  13tb  Congreaa :  JohuLeflerts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Egbert  Benson,  Jotliam  Post,  Jun.,  Peter  De  Noyelles,  Thomas 
J.  Oakley,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Samuel 
Sherwood,  John  Lovett,  Hosea  Moffltt ;  Oliver  C.  Comstook,  Samuel  M.  Hopkins, 
Monia  8.  Miller,  Daniol  Avery,  Nathaniel  W.  HoweU,  James  Qeddas,  Moses 
Kent,  Alexander  Boyd,  &.,  &c. 
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-Hiw.  John.  Loveit  to  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer. 
My  dear  Colonel,  Washington,  June  22,  1813. 

A  thousand  times  jou  have  esolaimed,  "  Why  Id  the  name  of  friend- 
ship, don't  Lovett  write  me  ?  "  AL  !  and  two  thousaad  times,  Lovett  says, 
"  to  day,  I  will  write  the  Colonel."  Bnt,  precisely  what  old  Doctor  Plavel 
said  of  his  oonduet  in  a  shipwreck,  any  member  of  Congress  might,  with 
great  propriety,  say  here  :  "  We  were  all  busy  in  doing  nothing,  and  did, 
we  knew  not  what."  Again,  I  did  not  like  to  write  you,  until  I  could 
aay  something  aa  to  the  material  point:  and,  aa  to  that,  T  assure  you, 
there  is  such  diversity  of  sentiment,  aa  really  embarrasses  me.  Mistake 
me  not.  All  admit  the  merit,  the  claim,  the  justice,  the  talents :  all  are 
willing,  and  wish  to  serve ;  but  most  doubt  aa  to  what  will  really  serve. 
Judge  Benson  aays,  "  0  yes,  Sir — yes,  yes.  Sir — -something  must  bo 
done  in  that  huainesa :  but,  Lord,  Sir,  you  aee  nothing  can  he  done,  Sir, 
this  Session  :  not  atall,  Sir,  that  matter.  Sir,  must  rest  until  the  Winter 
Session,  Sir,  yes;  nothing,  now.  Sir." 

German  says,  "  I  hardly  know  what  is  best,  we  must  consult  'round  a 
little  and  see  how  matters  are  like  to  turn."  I  could  have  wished  to  see 
Mr.  King  [Rufus  King]  on  the  subject,  for  I  can  assure  you  he  is,  here, 
the  very  Orach  even  with  Democracy.  I  think  they  would  be  heartily 
glad  to  hustle  poor  Madison,  [James  Madison  President]  and  this  scant- 
patterned  old  skeleton  of  a  French  Barber  Gerry  [LIbridge  G-erry,  Vice 
President]  off  hand  and  make  Mr.  King  factotum  in  all  things.  But  un- 
fortunately, I  missed  the  General,  in  Philadelphia,  and  missed  a  single 
line  to  Mr.  King,  which  I  had  intended  to  aulioit  The  plain  truth  is, 
that  Federalists  do  not  like  to  have  you  go  into  the  Army;  especially  as 
they  calculate,  with  moral  certainty  thtt  the  campaign  is  to  close  with 
defeat,  and  total  disgrace.  One  thing  haa  '.ettled  my  mind  as  to  the  course 
I  ought  to  pursue  ;  it  is  asserted,  upon  high  authority,  that  WiUciimon  is 
soon  to  be  here.  Dearborn's  blunders  in  this  Campaign,  particularly  in 
suffering  the  little  army  at  Fort  George  to  escape,  thereby  laying  the 
foundation  for  the  capture  of  Gens.  Winder  and  Chandler  on  June  6th, 
and  leaving  the  way  open  for  Proctor's  Retreat,  and  junction  with  the 
army  at  the  head  of  the  Lake,  create  great  heart  burnings  hero  :  and  you 
may  reat  aaaured  T  make  the  most  of  them.^  indeed  some  say,  that  my 
particular  knowledge  of  the  country  enabled  me  to  begin  them.  But  you 
will  instantly  say,  "  what  can  jou  say  on  the  subject?"  Why,  Sir,  people 
here,  love  Fork»o  well  that  they  eat  Pig-Yokes:  not  a  man,  here,  will 
dispute  a  Military  opinion  advanced  by  a  soldier  who  has  served  three 
months  under  General  Van  Kenssblabr  and  served  as  half  a  Second, 
in  more  than  half  a  Duel  with  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  !  Zounds,  Sir,  this  is 
thought  service,  complete  Military  Education  at  Washington.  But,  to 
the  point,  Wilkinson  did  make  every  effort  for  yon,  here,  last  spring  :  he 
did  assure  the  Administration  that  there  was  not  an  Officer  in  the  United 
States  ao  competent,  as  yourself,  to  Command  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons. 
I  shall  wait  Wilkinson's  arrival,  and  although  I  despise  the  wretch,  in 
my  soul,  will  try  to  use  him.  You  know  that  no  calculations  can  be  made 
as  to  the  movements  of  ■'  the  Powers  that  be:"  the  whole  play  is  Blunder 
upon  Blunder ;  and  who  can  tell  where  a  blunderer  will  fall  ?  But  from 
present  appearances,  I  think  it  very  probable  that  Wilkinson  will  super- 
sede Dearborn  r  I  shall  watch  this  movement ;  for  if  Wilkinson  goes 
to  the  North,  you  will    doubtless,  I  thiok,  go  with   him  :  and  you  will 
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both  :  — — —  but  I  had  better  reserve  my  prophecy  until  I  see  you.  At 
present,  I  will  only  quote  the  expressions  of  old  Colonel  Lewis,  the  St, 
feogis  Chief!  when  last  winter  with  us;  "  Crooked  ■<na.r  —  crooked  war  — 
this  is  a  DREADEUL  CEOOKBD  WAR  !  " 

Althongh  you  write  me  aothing,  still  I  know  your  movements,  on  the 
14tb  instant,  in  the  morning,  you  and  your  Daughter  left  New  London ; 
and  what  do  think  the  fools  here  say  you  went  for  ?  Why,  to  fight  Ad- 
miral Hardy  !  [of  the  British  Squadron.]  "  Ah,  ha ; "  say  they,  "  Hardy 
will  have  wit  enough,  to  keep  off  as  lon^  as  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Decatur, 
and  Huntington  are  there  with  Continental  TroofS."  On  the  whole,  if 
you  were  not,  constitutionally,  just  as  you  are,  absolutely  insatiable  of 
military  fame,  I  should  most  heartily  advise  you  never  again  to  step  foot 
in  the  field  of  Mars  ;  for  you  must  have  great  good  fortune  ever  to  get  a 
single  peg  higher;  to  say  nothing  of  the  chances  of  falling  lower.  I 
think  any  modest  man  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  place  you  hold  in 
the  Battle  of  Queenstown,  as  it  ia  now  exhibited  in  Boston.  Do  you  know 
why  they  didn't  put  me  in  too  ?  Why,  the  poor  stupid  devils  eouid  find 
no  Artist  who  knew  how  to  represent  &  Deaf  Taa.a\  Curse  their  stu- 
pidity :  why,  could  not  they  have  represented  me  as  I  sit  in  the  House, 
here,  with  one  hand  behind  my  ear,  with  my  neck  twisted  one  way,  and 
my  eyes  the  other  ?  And,  if  that  were  not  sufficiently  ioteUigible,  hang 
a  Label  upon  my  ear  with  a  "  this  is  the  Deaf  <M  Soldier."  But,  to  be 
serious ;  I  hear  something  bette^  than  I  did,  but  almost  despair  of  my 
right  ear  coming  to ;  at  any  rate,  I  would  at  a  venture  commute  my  left 

I  can  assure  you,  Sir,  that  could  I  lay  aside  the  solicitude  inseparably 
connected  with  the  deplorable  state  of  our  country  I  should  find  my  situa- 
tion this  summer  very  difi^erent  from  the  last.  I  have  located  myself,  by 
myself;  I  mess  with  no  one  ;  have  an  escellent  cool  chamber  ;  a  never 
failing  fountain  of  good  water  at  the  foot  of  the  piazza  stairs  ;  cold  and 
warm  baths  only  twenty  rods  off  at  the  moderate  rate  of  f5  for  the  Session. 
The  furniture  of  my  ctamber  was  the  British  Minister  Jacksons ;  then 
used  by  Mr.  Quincy  and  now  mine.  There  are  a  number  of  Democrats 
who  lodge  under  the  same  roof.  I  am  sociable  with,  but  we  neither  eat 
nor  drink  together.  Among  them  is  old  Gen,  Tannehil!  and  Col.  Piper 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  who  were  at  Buffalo  last  fall;  they  possess  the 
highest  esteem  for  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  wonder  how  he  ever  got 
along  so  well  as  he  did.  Indeed  I  have  neverheard  the  tongue  of  man  speak 
oftbeGeneralbere,  but  with  great  respect.  The  other  day,  when  Stephen's 
presentation  to  the  Empress  of  France  was  announced,  they  came  all  cack- 
ling round  me  to  ask  if  he  was  not  the  Son  of  the  General  V.  11.  General 

now  of  Pittsburgb,  fomerly  Quarter- Master  of  Wayne's  Army,  was 

lately  here,  and  charged  me  to  mention  him  to  you.    Let  me  hear  from  you. 

Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Lovett. 

Adjutant  General,  Albany, 

John  Lovett  to  Sol.  Van,  Benaselaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  Washington,  July  16,  1813. 

1  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant.  I  have 
but  a  single  minute  to  answer  it,  nor  am  I  in  writing  mood  —  after  we  had 
been  steeped  in  Tas  Bills  for  five  hours,  the  doors  were  closed  and  we 
were  boiled  and  roasted  three  hours  longer ;  almost  to  suffocation ;  and 

'  St.  Be^s  wasiut  Indian  villageon  the  '  Line 'attacked  Oct.  1813. 
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tte  ouraed  old  fashioned  Militia  popping  of  the  "^entioela,  through  the 
DLght,  depriyed  me  of  sleep.  You  know  we  Lj,d  wii  all  day  jesterdaj  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  :  to  day  we  have  prettj  peaoeable  times  again. 
As  to  the  main  point  Wilkinson  is  constantly  expected  here;  and  the 
voice  of  all  here  is  that  he  must  command  at  the  I^orth.  I  advocate  it, 
provided  that  So^d  and  you  will  serve  under  him  I  can  make  a  power- 
ful party  for  this,  should  Wilkinson  arrive  before  I  leave  this. 

In  a  Democratic  Paper  published  at  Alexandria,  to  day,  I  saw  from  an 
English  account,  the  character  of  Brock  —  comments  on  his  glorious  fall ; 
and  the  desperate  valor  o/those  who  made  the  attach  I  can't,  again,  find 
the  paper.     I  think  we  shall  adjourn  in  ten  days 

Don't  you  know  that  in  the  Panorama,  at  Boston,  they  have  the  Battle 
of  Queenstown;  and  the  full  length  Portrait  of  Youhself  ?  Do  yon  under- 
stand ? 

Stop —  Slap  r  here  comes  closed  doors  again  at  4  oclocfc.  We  shall  all  get 
thin  at  any  rate,  steeping  8  hours  per  day.    y^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^,^^ 

Col.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer.  John  Lovett. 


CHAPTER  XrV. 

Intbrbstiks  Letters  from  "WASHiNaroN. 

John  Lovett  to  Joseph  Almander. 
My  dear  Sir,  Washington,  July  17,  1813. 

1  shall  write  you  but  a  line  to  day.  We  have  for  several  days  been 
bamboozled  for  7  or  8  hours  per  day  with  closed  doors  &c,  &o.  And  as 
many  nights  by  the  yells  and  popping  of  our  undisciplined  Patrols ;  this 
kind  of  life  has  thrown  a  number  of  us  aback  and  myself  among  the  rest. 
I  am  not  slch,  hut  so  far  from  being  well,  that  for  the  first  time  during 
the  Session,  I  had  to  hire  myself  hacked  to  the  Capitol.  I  shall  be  well 
in  two  days,  probably  in  one.  As  to  our  alarm,  it  has  not  entirely  sub- 
sided :  the  enemy's  ships,  five  or  six  of  them,  lay  about  70  miles  below 
us  —  at  anchor — wind  ahead.  I  have  always  supposed  that  if  an  attack, 
should  be  made  upon  this  place,  it  would  be  from  the  vicinity  of  Annapolis.. 
It  is  said  the  enemy  are  now,  in  considerable  force  In  that  neighborhood,  I 
therefore  think  it  rather  probable  that  an  attack  is  still  intended,  and  that 
the  two  movements  are  in  concert.  Notwithstanding  the  Report  of  our 
Com.  on  Military  Affairs,  we  are,  here,  almost  as  defenceless  as  Albany. 
A  few  hours  will  probably  decide  whether  we  shall  sit,  run,  arjiyht.  The 
enemy  back  of  Fort  George  have  lately  driven  in  our  Picket  Guard,  killed 
some,  and  took  40  or  50  men  attempting  to  reinforce  the  guards.  They 
have  also  crossed  over  to  Black  Bock  and  destroyed  the  stores  we  had  ther& 
and  done  other  mischief  The  Post  Master  General,  this  morning  relating 
these  things  exclaimed  ' '  /(  does  seem  as  if  the  very  Devil  is  our  hick !" 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Com,  on  Naval  Affairs  has  this  morning  introduced 
a  Resolution  to  hold  out  strong  encourage  me  nt  to  private  armed  ships  :  or 
Btript  of  disguise,  to  bore  a  hole  through  the  Non  importation  Law,  large 
enough  to  throw  a  Utile  monmf  (enough  to  pay  funeval  ohargea_)  in  the  hands 
of  the  Admin,  and,  the  Monopolff  into  the  hands  of  Ships  Gousins.  And 
DOW  we  come  to  a  Division  on  the  adoption  of  the  Kesolution  —  Ayes 
56  — Noes  62. 

Thia  ResolntioD  embraces  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  and  when  it  shall  some 
in  there  will  be  kicking.  We  want  Peace,  or  War,  no  mungrel  state  of 
~"  lie  Commerce,  ealcalated  at  once  to  debase  ourselves,  and  to  answer, 
jly,  the  object  of  Great  Britain.  I  don't  know  but  I  deceive  myself, 
appears  to  mo  this  is  going  to  open  a  hole  to  crawi  out.  Only  ad- 
vert to  the  practicability  of  an  understanding  between  Importers  and  Pri- 
vateers &c  &c. 

Ques  :  Is  this  the  way  to  get  Bianketa  and  Coats  for  our  Soldiers  ?  Good 
Moses  I  if  a  man  wants  to  learn  about  a  Dilemma  place  him  in  a  situation 
like  the  present.  On  a  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this 
Bill,  Grosvenor  rises  again,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  by  a  peculiar 
species  of  candor,  faoetiousness  and  accommodation  :  a  sort  of  indescribable 
mixture  of  tenderness  and  severity;  of  nettles  and  cookies;  daggers  and 
balsam  he  is  heard  with  great  attention,  and  if  any  body  could  be  regarded 
Ae  would  gain  headway.  18(A.  Although  I  verily  believe  there  is  not 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  a  nation  which  would  feel  less  solicitude  at  the 
jeopardy  of  their  Capitol  than  the  U-  S,,  still  as  I  cannot  be  sure  that  you 
all  feel  a  perfent  indifference,  I  endeavor  to  keep  you  apprised  of  the  wag 
of  the  war.  As  yet  the  Capitol  is  standing,  and  Congress  are  neither 
killed  nor  taken  ;  but  many,  I  may  say  a  disgraceful  number  are  missing, 
I  have  all  along  said,  if  the  enemy  meant  to  attack  this  place  at  all,  it 
would  be  from  the  vicinity  of  Annapolis,  and  that  the  iounding,  and  bouy- 
ing  the  Potomac  was  a  preparatory  measure  for  securing  their  Retreat  by 
that  route  should  it  be  necessary.  Now,  Sir,  the  enemy  are  all  out  of  the 
Potomac.  Possibly  before  t  close  this  letter,  at  evening,  we  may  hear 
more  on  this  subject,  If  the  Dogs  are  coming  at  all,  I  hope  it  may  be 
before  adjonrnment,  that  we  may  at  least  get  the  honor  of  a  peep  at  them. 
We  shall  probably  adjourn  the  2nd.  of  August,  I  think  present  appear- 
ances, in  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  rather  warrant  the  conclusion,  that 
they  mean  to  harrass,  weaken  and  wear  down,  rather  than  risk  much  in 
bold  and  hazzardous  dashes ;  they  will  try  to  tucker  out  the  Antient  Dom- 
inion. I  understand  they  have  an  excellent  Rendezvous  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Potomac,  on  an  Island,  where  they  have  plenty  of  Beeves,  Sheep  &o. 
All  accounts  agree  that  they  are  recruiting  rapidly  from  the  Plantations; 
the  Negroes  desert  in  droves,  and  are  kindly  received,  put  in  companies, 
uniform,  armed  and  all.  Possibly  they  will,  by  and  by,  be  able  to  march  a 
Eegiment  through  some  sections  of  the  country  collecting  more  Volunteers. 
At  any  rate  there  begins  to  be  loud  howling  on  this  subject.  Ton  have 
seen  Coleman's  comments  upon  the  present  state  of  New  London.  I  was 
going  to  say  there  is  a  deep  game  playing  on  this  subject.  But  I  have  almost 
done  imputing  to  the  Heads  of  Departments  any  thing  like  de^  gam,e, 
scheme,  or  plot.  Every  day  their  movements  convince  me,  more  and  more, 
that  (excepting  some  plan  and  concert  as  to  the  preservation  of  their  Popu- 
larity) all  is  blunder  upon  blunder;  the  blind  result  of  sheer  ignorance, 
Btupiditj  and  total  incapacity. 
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Now  I  will  tell  you  what  1  know  as  to  the  arrangementa  at  New  London, 
Oq  the  11th  inst.  Gen.  Huntington  arrived  here  with  instruotiooa  from 
Gen.  Smith  to  enter  into  certain  arrangomenta  with  the  Secretary  at  War, 
as  to  the  fnture  defense  of  New  London  and  the  Squadron.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  12  th,  he  called  upon  the  Sec.  of  War,  to  kitoyi  when  the  subject 
would  be  taken  up.  9  oclook,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  waa  agreed 
upon.  Gen.  Huntington  with  Messrs  Dana  and  Dagget  of  the  Senate, 
attended.  Payment  to  the  State  of  Gonneetiout  for  the  Expedition  was 
pretty  readily  acceded  to  — the  Pay-master  was  to  be  immediately  sent  on, 
and  the  Commissary,  and  Quarter  Master's  accounts  to  be  adjusted  &c. 

The  proposition  from  Gen.  Smith  was  to  land  the  crews  of  the  Squad- 
rons ;  post  part  of  them  at  the  forts,  and  part  on  the  high  grounds  back 
of  the  Squadron,  and  dismiss  part  of  the  Militia,  retaining  part  still  in 
service.  The  Sec.  of  War  would  not  do  this  without  consulting  the  Sec. 
of  the  Navy  —  he  waa  called  in  ;  but  did  not  choose  to  decide  the  matter 
until  he  could  advise  with  Com.  Decatur.  And  so  the  Council  broke  up ; 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  14tb,  Gen.  Huntington  left  this  for  New  York 
and  Poughkeepsie,  from  there  to  cross  over  to  Sharon,  and  report  to  Gen, 
Smith.  Now  you  find  that  on  the  ls(  of  this  month,  the  See.  of  War  had 
ordered  the  commanding  officer  at  New  London  to  dismiss  aUihe  Militia ; 
and  that,  too,  while  the  State  of  Connecticut  was  actually  drafting  a  new 
iJetachment  to  relieve  the  old.  I  have  been  the  more  particular  on  this 
subject  that  you  may  be  prepared  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  Conn,  and 
place  the  blame  where  it  ought  to  fall,  should  any  disaster  befal  the  squad- 
ron, as  present  appearances  warrant  apprehensions.  Conn,  don't  mean  to 
defend  the  Navy  without  money  that's  the  business.  I  believe  there  is 
no  doubt  of  the  affair  at  Fort  George  and  Black  Rock  ;  old  Varnum  has 
got  a  squally  letter  from  his  son  at  Niagara,  but  he  will  tell  none  of  us 
the  particulars. 

2.  p.  M,  —  Trouble,  trouble,  (j-oufi&again.  Here  oomesafoaming  Express ! 
the  enemy's  fleet,  strongly  reinforced,  "  48  Sail  are  standing  up  the  Po- 
tomac with  a  fair  wind  1 "  The  President  and  Secretary  of  War  [Gen. 
Armstrong]  both  wrote  answers  —  and  away  went  the  return  Express,  full 
speed ;  And  to  enhance  the  terror,  the  natural  world  seemed  to  lend  its 
aid  to  the  military ;  for  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  tremendous  thunder 
gust.  I  said,  "  I  mean  to  keep  cool  at  least  until  I  can  see  the  enemy ;  and 
then  I  wil!  promise  oneof  three  things;  to  fight ;  run;  or  adopt  San  cho' a 
creed,  and  take  care  of  my  wallet."  I  think  the  latter  corps  will  get  the 
moat  Volunteers  from  Congress.  To  show  how  well  we  manage  every 
thing,  we  need  only  observe  movements ;  an  excellent  Company  of  Rich- 
mond Volunteers  marched  by,  an  hour  ago,  on  their  way  to  Sacketts 
Haeboe.  There  may  be  a  aquaJly  night  abead  —but  thank  heavens, not 
worse  than  I  have  seen  and  much  less  responsibility. 

Yours  ever  truly 

Mr.  Joseph  Alexander,  Albany.  John  Lovbtt. 

John  L&oetl  to  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Dear  Colonel,  Washington  July  27,  1S13. 

I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  recollect  that  I  am  literally  buried 
up  in  correspondence  and  other  duties.  We  may  adjourn  within  a  week. 
Itismy  determination  to  wait  here  until  Wilkinson  arrives ;  vihiuh  will  proba- 
bly be  by  the  lUth  August  —  it  may  be  before.     It  is  time,  both  on  account 


•d  by  Google 


806  Legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings. 

of  your  years,  interest,  inclination,  and  every  thing,  tfl  have  the  matter  set- 
tled whether  you  shall  be  restored  to  the  Army,  or  confine  all  your  future 
vipws  and  arrangements  to  civil  life.  Vibrating  between  the  two,  has  long 
injured  yon  essentially,  and  will  continue  to  injure  you  until  settled.  You 
may  think  me  raah  to  attempt  this  affair  alone,  but  after  all  is  said  and 
done,  I  am.  the  only  one  who  knmnsyou,  and  that  insatiable  thirst/or  MHi- 
tary  Fame  with  which  Nature  has  blest,  or  curst,  {call  it  as  you  please)  j/ou. 
What  may  be  the  influence  of  Tompkins,  Spencer,  and  Jenkins  here,  I 
know  not;  I  shall  try  it. 

You  will  notice  in  the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday,  Gales  animadversions 
upon  the  conduct  ofthe  Democrats  in  the  Senate,  relative  to  Gallatin  — this 
is  a  Are  brand  —  they  call  Gales  ad  —  d  little  mischief  making  "  English- 
man." "  Tha's  na  look  about  the  oose,"  to  day.  Nelson  and  Eppes  are 
by  the  ears  — Nelson,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  has 
brought  in  a  Bill  for  remitting  duties  on  goods  taken  by  "  Private  Armed 
Vessels."  He  thunders,  and  stamps,  and  slaps  his  desk,  and  tells  us  the 
*'  spirit  of  PrivateeTing  is  paralyzed,  and  never  wiU  rise  without  GKEAT  en- 
couragement." Now  all  this  is  admitted.  Alarm  haa  blown  over;  our 
troops  returned  from  below  to  day.  We  have  passed  the  Bil!  authorizing 
another  Loan  of  87,500,000.  As  this  bill  sailed  thro'  the  house  it  was  raked 
fore  and  aft,  until. hardly  a  Democrat  would  stay  at  his  quarters.  Pitkin 
entered,  at  length,  into  the  sitnation  of  onr  Finances.  The  awful  tale  made 
long  faces.  The  poor,  poor,  poor  devils  do  not  know  what  to  do.  When 
pressed  on  every  side  with  damning  truths,  the  usual  expedient  is  for  some 
Eawler  to  rise,  strain  his  eyes  open,  slap  his  desk,  and  in  distracted  Screams 
to  appeal  to  us  all  to  know  if  we  wilJgive  up  our  rights  — surrender  ouv 
Independence,  and  become  eternal  slaves  to  Britain  ?  I  think  they  will 
adopt  the  sentiment  in  Armstrong's  toast:  "  Sink  the  Ship  rather  than 
give  itup."     Wilkinson  will  command  the  Northern  Army. 

Chapin,!  see,  has  made  his  escape  with  his  company,  Ae  may  tell  us  some 
truths.  On  a  number  of  pretty  important  party  questions  lately  decided, 
Taylor,  Rasbrook  and  Cometoci,  of  our  State  —  Ihiroll,&fm&  spunky 
little  fellow  from  Kentucky  —  Calhoun  and  some  of  their  cyphers  voted  with 
us  —  nay  they  fov^fit  their  brethren  Black  Snake  and  Crow.  In  one  very 
important  instance  (no  matter  what  or  when)  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Kelations  reported  in  the  very  teeth  of  a  Recommendation  of  the  President  I 
This  was  the  d  —  1.  Mr  Speaker  stared  —  expressed  his  astonishment.  So 
servile  are  the  Majority,  that  the  little  booby  at  the  palace,  is  as  much  a 
despot  as  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  Our  Bouse  have  this  day  agreed  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  Direct  Tax  bill  as  respects  the 
City  of  New  York ;  the  Senate  took  off  about  $70,000  from  the  City  and 
divided  it  among  the  counties,  1  think  it  will  remain  aa  it  is  —  on  New 
York  :  alias  on  De  Witt  Clinton.  The  News,  confirmed,  from  Europe,  re- 
lative to  Armistice,  you  doubtless  have. 
July  27tk. 

"  And  all  la  husli, 
"  Save  the  dull  roar,  which  previous  to  the  storm, 
"  Rolls  o'er  the  earth,  disturbs  the  flood,  and  shakes 
"  The  forest  leaf  without  a  single  breath." 

So  the  sweet  Bard,  Thompson,  sung  of  the  Natv.ral  world  :  and  so  the 
Supaan-fed  bard  would  this  morning  sing  of  the  Military  and  FoUticdl 
world.  Nothing  stirring.  The  Senate  sat  all  day  yesterday  with  closed 
doors  —  we  are  every  moment  expecting  to  hear  from  them. 
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.  Now  let's  yott  and  I.  oid  soldiers,  talk  war  a  little.  You  know  (for  I  take 
it  vou  know  every  thing  which  I  do,  and  a  great  deal  more.)  Here  comes 
a  Daah!  go  on — go  on  —  go  on  —  and  borrow  money  — 116,000,000, 
$7, 500,000 — and  as  much  more  as  you  please,  and  the  "  Skips  Cousins" 
will  take  a  liberal  Toll  of  every  grist.  Here  comes  a  Bill  making  appro- 
priation for  the  Outfit oi  on-r  Minister  to  Russia;  aod  among  the  rest; 
"  ho ;  began,  Monsieur  y/tonipswi  come  again  I"  Aboutlheyear'98</oAw  Q. 
-irfaws  was  sent  to  Berlin  —  an  Ou(^(  of  $9000  :  then  to  Ruasia,  an  0«(/( 
of  $9000 ;  and  now,  while  the  same  Scamp  J.  Q.  A.  is  natnrally  It^fitted 
at  Eussia  at  a  salary  of  89000  per  annum,  he  must  have  an  OuT/i  of 
$9000  more  !  While  this  same  Brat  was  Charge  de  Affairs  at  Holland 
he  had  a  semi  out  fit  of  $4,500.  President  Washington  appointed  him  as 
Minister  to  Lisbon :  hia  father.  Old  John,  came  into  power,  and  changed 
the  destination  of  his  son  ;  he  sent  him  to  Berlin  —  his  other  halfoi  the 
outfit  was  then  added,  to  wit,  84,500  more,  and  this  same  J.  Q.  A.,  ex- 
pressed his  entire  satisfaction  therewith,  and  this  good  old  Timothy 
swears.  When  Mr.  Thomas  Pinokney  was  sent,  after  Jay's  Treaty,  to 
Spain,  to  adjust  with  the  Spaniards  the  Navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Deposit  at  New  Orleans,  then  he  had  an  additional  salary,  but  no  outfit. 
The  Ooastitution  speaks  of  outfit  to  a  Minister  going  from,  the  U.  S. 
When,  in  1795,  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  have  a  Itlinister  in  England 
to  exchange  the  Treaty  then  lately  negotiated,  President  Washington 
ordered  Old  John  Adams  from  the  Hague  to  London  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid.  Money  was  then  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Banker  to  pay  Old 
John's  JSxpENSBS ;  but  no  OuTpii'.  After  being  beat  and  banged  all 
round  by  the  few  stiff  barked  Feds  who  remain,  the  Bill  passes  to  allow 
Adams  14600,  for  just  a  great  0.  Thank  Heaven,  the  House  adjourns, 
and  no  news  from  the  Senate  !  every  day  counts. 

This  afternoon,  ^dsoji,  otherwise  called  j^olus  moved  a  Kcsolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  report  the  Honors  to  be  conferred  on 
the  Memory  of  the  Heroes,  who  laid  down  their  lives  for  their  oountry, 
and  Provision  to  be  made  for  their  'Families.  Bnt  as  we  had  previously 
voted  all  our  money  away  to  buy  Furniture  for  Mrs.  Madison,  and  gew 
gaws  for  J.  Q.  A.,  we  let  Nelsons  Resolution  He  on  the  Table. 

Hear  ye  —  hear  ye  —  hear  ye ! 
All  grades  of  Heroes  who  wish  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  their  country 
in  this  righteous  and  honorable  war,  are  desired  to  repair  immediately  to 
the  Standard  of  their  Country  and  repeat  the  creed  of  the  noble  Scotch 
Laird  Lovat  "  Dalce  ef  decorwm  estpro  patria  mori;  "  then  back  their 
creed  by  death,  and  they  shall  share  the  same  fate  with  LaWBBNCB  and 
Pike. 

My  dear  Colonel,  Washington  August  2,  1813. 

We  adjourn  to  day  — every  thing  is  in  such  buzK  that  I  can  write  you 
nothing  of  general  concerns,  indeed  we  have  nothing  new.  Let  me,  how- 
ever, teli  you  and  our  friends  a  great  truth  in  a  very  few  words.  I  know 
you  will  only  say  Lovett  is  always  too  ardent,  and  credulous;  but  my  life 
for  it  yoa  will  find  me  correct.  Never  have  the  weights  been  so  rapidly 
shifted  from  the  bad  to  the  giood  scale  as  within  the  last  week.  While 
Executive  Omnipotence  could  hurl  the  bolts  of  destruction  to  any  man  who 
dared  resist,  men  dared  not  speak,  or  vote  their  opinions.  But  now,  since 
the  Embargo  Law  ["  Which  prohibited  the  sailing  of  any  vessel  for  any 
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foreign  portj  except  foreign  vessels,  with  sucli  cargoes  as  tliey  had  on 
board  when  Dotified  of  the  aet,  was  epeedilj  followed  by  a  supplement 

ErohibitJDg  asportations  by  land,  whether  of  goods  or  specie"]  has  been 
illed,  and  the  cursed  substitute,  Mon  Exportation  Act  strangled,  in  our 
house,  Bemocrate  do  talk  and  act  like  men  I  assure  you.  Not  another  act 
for  Gom/mereial  Restriction  can  be  carried.  The  Bow  has  been  over- 
strained, and  mark  me,  will  never  carry  again.  Duvall,  of  Kentucky,  one 
of  the  noblest  fellows  they  have,  and  Bibbs  the  Senator,  agreed  that  it 
wonld  not  do  to  oppose  Commerce  any  longer,  and  say  that  now,  nine- 
tenths  of  the  Western  and  Southern  People  will  vote  Navy  and  Commerce, 
General  Wilkinson  arrived  here  in  the  night  of  the  31at.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  (yesterday)  I  addressed  him  a  note,  petting  no  answer,  I 
this  morning  addressed  another  note  to  him,  I  received  the  answer  in- 
olosed.  ["  Genl.  Wilkinson  will  have  the  Honor  to  wait  on  Mr.  Lovett 
in  one  Hour,  or  perhaps  half  an  hour.  8  oclock,  Monday  Morning."] 

To  show  myself  very  graoious,  instead  of  waiting  his  call,  /  called  at 
his  lodgings  :  met  him  at  the  door,  on  his  way  to  my  lodgings.  He  was, 
in  a  moment  all  gaiety,  dobonair,  and  polite,  thoagh  pressed  with  com- 
pany, he  excused  himself  and  took  me  to  a  private  room.  He  would 
hardly  permit  me  to  introduce  you  to  him  ;  saying  that  I  must  permit  him 
to  say,  he  knew  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  better  than  any  other  man.  Par- 
ticulars are  needless;  suffice  it  to  say,  he  is  head,  heart  and  hand,  most 
devotedly  yours.  He  is  making  up  his  mind  as  to  taking  command  of  the 
Northern  Army,  considers  the  responsibility  infinite,  tliat  he  must  con- 
quer or  die  ;  lose  all  his  fame,  or  acquire  more ;  that  he  will  not  under- 
take until  he  can  be  assured  of  the  means  to  be  put  into  his  hands.  He 
says  thus,  "  If  I  am  to  assume  that  command  I  mast  have  1000  fine  fellows 
mounted,  with  Muskets,  and  commanded  by  just  such  an  Officer  as  Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer."  I  hinted  softly,  at  some  reasons  why  the  administration 
had  not  called  you  to  the  field ;  and  expressed  the  sense  you  entertained 
of  the  General's  regard  for  you  while  your  pretensions  were  under  con- 
sideration. He  said  he  would  avail  himself  of  an  early  opportunity  to 
inform  me  of  the  reason  io%  you  were  not  appointed.  Mutual  engage- 
ments parted  us,  be  will  call  on  me  this  evening.  Now  keep  yourself  cool, 
don't  espect  any  Ihing,  then  all  that's  gotten  will  be  clear  gain.  I  regret 
that  Wilkinson  had  not  been  here  a  day  or  two  sooner,  that  we  might 
have  so  modified  the  laws  we  have  been  passing  authorizing  more  force, 
as  to  have  embraced  such  a  Corps  as  he  contemplates;  but  I  believe  we 
have  an  act  that  will  substantially  embrace  it,  with  less  stretching  than  is 
customary  in  these  days.  At  any  rate  I  have  now  got  the  subject  fairly 
in  hand,  and  I  will  not  quit  it  until  I  have  seen  a  fair  trial  of  the  infiuence 
of  yonr  friends,  against  that  of  Tyburn.  I  told  you  I  would  try  it,  and 
tried  it  shall  be,  A&  I  may  stay  here  yet  several  days,  I  leave  it  to  you 
to  explain  the  reason  aa  far  as  yon  may  think  proper.  It  is  impossible  to 
write  —  all  is  bustle.  You  and  I  have  been  often  disappointed  that  once 
more,  will  bo  but  once  more,  therefore  keep  quiet  till  you  hear  from  me 
again  —  Interim,  Truly  Yours, 

Coi.  Sol,  Van  Rensselaer,  Mount  Hope,  Albany,         John  Lovett. 

General  Wilkinson  while  in  command  at  New  Orleans  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  John  Armstrong  —  to  proceed  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  to  the  head  quarters  of  Major  General  Dearborn. 
These  are  now  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  on  Lake  Ontario,  Gen.  W.  says,  I 
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obeyed  the  order  with  complacency,  and  did  not  waste  a  moment  in  my 
preparation,  to  take  a  long  farewell. 

Gov.  Tompkini  to  Sol.  Yam,  Renmdafff. 

Alhany  Sept.  3,  1813. 

The  Adjutant  Genera!  is  requested  to  Si^n  the  Commissions  and  Gen- 
eral Orders  organizing  the  Detachment  required  bj  General  Orders  of 
31st  July.  If  the  return  for  promotions  in  the  Chenango  Brigade  (Genl. 
German's)  are  in  his  posseasion,  the Commaader  in  Chief  wishes  to  see 
them  or  to  be  informed  whether  Col.  Balcom  of  that  Brigade  has  resigned  ? 

Solomon  V.  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Adjutant  General. 

"Every  history  has  one  quality  in  common  with  eternity.  Begin  where 
you  will,  there  is  always  a  beginning  back  of  the  beginning.  And,  for  that 
matter,  there  is  always  a  shadowy  ending  beyond  the  ending.  Only  be- 
cause men  may  not  always  begin,  like  our  Knickerbocker,  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world,  is  it  that  they  get  courage  to  break  somewhere  into  the 
interlaced  web  of  human  histories,  of  hopes  and  fears,  of  successes  and 
disappointments,  of  gettings  and  havings  and  spendings  and  losings.  Yet, 
break  in  where  they  may,  there  is  always  just  a  little  behind  the  begin- 
ning, something  that  needs  to  be  told.  " 

And  thus  it  was  after  the  re-election  of  Governor  Tompkins,  for  the 
nobly  re-instated  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  in  his  old  office  of  adjutant 
general,  being  as  he  well  knew  an  honest  man  of  elevated  and  untarnished 
character,  and  never  did  any  odium  fall  on  the  whole  State  by  reason  of 
his  personal  misdoings. 

I  have  preferred,  dear  Hattie,  in  compiling  the  narrative  of  the  war  of 
Queenston,  to  give  almost  exclusively  my  honored  father's  own  words,  as 
every  line  written  by  him  is  precious  to  his  children  ;  they  could  not  be 
improved.  These  truths  were  like  "  household  words."  I  could  scarcely 
have  recounted  it  differently;  they  cannot  be  contravened,  ibr  we  have 
all  the  requisite  papers  and  letters  in  our  possession  to  establish  every 
word  he  uttered.  He  entered  the  army  at  an  early  age,  bearing  himself, 
as  we  are  proud  to  know,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  country  and  ancient 
lineage.  In  the  last  brilliant  charge  at  the  Miami,  in  1794,  he  contri- 
buted something  to  the  sucoess  of  our  arms,  and  won  for  himself,  the 
entire  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  military  brethren.  His  conduct  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  the  services  which  he  rendered  at  that  important 
and  critical  period  in  the  memorable  contest,  are  written  in  the  history 
of  the  repubUo;  his  abilitiesas  a  military  leader,  and  his  courage  as  a 
soldier  alike  bore  the  scrutiny  and  secured  for  him  the  admiration  of  his 
countrymen.  He  retired  from  the  service,  disabled  for  labor ;  and  the 
a  wounds  he  bore  charactered  on  his  person  while  they  told  of  the 
jers  through  which  he  had  passed  in  the  service  of  his  country,  made 
sure  also  his  incapacity  for  the  active  business  of  life ;  crippled  his  re- 
sources and  left  him  a  poor  man  in  his  declining  years.  The  filial  devotion 
of  a  daughter,  that  prompts  this  labor  of  love  in  portraying,  even  in  this 
cursory  manner,  the  record  of  the  brilliant  military  and  civil  services  of 
one  so  eminently  distinguished,  as  Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  requires 
no  apology. 

"  His  military  deeds,  which  he  promptly  and  satisfactorily  executed  are 
part  of  the  imperishable  authentic  register  of  the  country  he  loved  so  well, 
served  so  long  and  defended  so  heroically."  Those  who  knew  him  best, 
loved  him  most,  for  those  noble  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  which  conspic- 
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uously  marked  him  io  all  his  domestic  relations  :  to  his  children,  he  was 
endeared  by  all  the  holiest  and  strongest  affections  of  the  human  heart ; 
his  estimable  private  character  and  his  worth  as  a  man,  they  knew  and 
appreciated.  Our  heroic  Father's  name  stands  second  to  none  in  self  aacri- 
fioing  true  patriotism  ;  and  in  noble  daring  deeds,  which  ga,ve  additional 
lustre  to  the  renown  and  glory  of  our  Arms;  he  was  an  illuatrious  scion 
ofhis  most  heroic  Sire.  Hisname  will  jastiystandrecorded  on  the  pages 
of  history  as  the  virtuous,  honorable,  and  valiant  defender,  or  asserter  of 
his  country's  rights;  and  posterity  will  read  of  his  exploits  with  delight. 
And  it  is  always  well  to  remember  that  to  transmit  the  honors  of  one  age 
to  another  is  our  duty  j  to  neglect  the  merits  of  our  fathers  is  a  direful 
disgrace.  Unfortunately,"  (AepwWicgroorf"  required  that  this  upright  jPet^e- 
ralist  should  be  saorifloed  to  the  Democrats,  being  the  dominant  party  of 
the  day,  and  to  that  party  he  became  obnoxious  because  he  defended  those 
who  were  wronged,  and  consequently,  justice  has  been  measured  out  with 
but  a  meagre  hand.  And  he  found  more  than  one  barrier  to  the  accom- 
plishment ofhis  wishes,  because  he  hel'd  in  utter  abhorrence  the  intrigues 
of  democracy  and  the  spirit  of  mob  government.  His  own  words  are  ro- 
oorded  thus  :  "  After  the  battle  of  Queenstown,  General  Dearborn,  profess- 
ing to  be  satisfied  and  pleased  with  my  conduct,  told  my  frieads  General 
Lewis  and  Van  Rensselaer,  at  Greenbush,  that  a  separate  corps  would  be 
organized  for  me,  of  which  they  informed  me  by  letter  while  stiil  confined 
with  my  wounds  at  Buffalo;  but  owing  to  the  public  defence,  which  as  a 
man  of  honour,  I  found  myself  obliged  to  set  up  against  the  political  attacks 
on  the  conduct  and  character  of  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  who 
then  was  a  candidate  for  the  governorship  against  Governor  Tompkins,  I 
became  obnoxious  to  the  dominant  party  of  the  day,  and  the  intention  was 
never  carried  into  effect, 

Dr  Eustis,  before  he  resigned  as  secretary  at  war,  entered  my  name  upon 
the  list  for  the  appointment  of  brigadier  General.  He  afterward  told  me, 
when  in  Congress  together,  that  he  was  astonished  that  his  successor 
General  John  Armstrong  had  not  appointed  me. 

The  present  venerable  Mayor  of  Baltimore,  Genera!  Samuel  Smith  and 
the  Hon.  D.  R.  Williams,  chairman  of  Commitee  on  Military  Affairs  ia 
Congress,  called  together  of  their  own  accord,  upon  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  urge  my  appointment  in  the  array.  General  Harrison,  with  whom  I 
had  served  in  General  Wayne's  army,  also  solicited  my  appointment,  as 
his  second  in  command  in  the  northwestern  army.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  I  never  resigned  my  commission  in  the  regular  service,  but  lost  it 
when  the  army  was  curtailed ;  my  claim  to  promotion,  therefore,  was  valid 
still,  whenever  any  augmentation  took  place.  Beside  this,  the  validity  of 
such  claims  was  admitted  in  the  case  of  other  officers  of  Wayne's  army, 
and  they  were  promoted  accordingly.  Harrison,  who  was  a  lieutenant 
when  I  commanded  a  troop,  was  commissioned  a  major-general ;  Covington, 
a  subaltern  in  our  corps,  a  brigadier-general ;  Ball,  my  cornet,  a  lieutenant 
colonei  &c.  &c.  Yet,  the  above  a ppU cations  in  my  behalf — and  they  were 
certainly  entitled  to  some  consideration,  on  the  score  of  the  character  of 
theapphcants  —  were  all  superciliously  denied,  on  the  ground  as  alleged  to 
Wilkinson  and  others  —  that  1  was  too  unpopular  to  raise  a  corps.  Where 
is  the  evidence  of  this  fact  ?  Was  Gov.  Tompkins,  with  whom,  unfortunately, 
I  had  been  at  political  variance,  aware  of  it  when  I  accepted  his  invitation, 
as  a  member  of  his  own  family,  to  assist  him  in  defending  the  city  of  Now 
York  from  an  espected  invasion  ?  [As  Adjutant  General,  Solomon  Van 
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s  superseded  for  a  few  months  antecedent  to  and  during  the 
late  War;  but  wheo  D.  D.  Tompkins,  Esq r.  reascended  the  gubernatorial 
chair,  he  was  re-instated  in  that  ofGce.]  Was  it  indicated  in  the  resolution 
unanimously  passed  b;  the  couocil  of  appointmeiit,  to  confirm  my  brevet 
as  Major  Genetal,  in  the  militia  of  this  state. 

Copy. 
■    "  The  commander  in  chief  having  raised  by  brevet  Solomon  Van  Rensse- 
laer to  the  rank  of  major  general  ia  the  militia  of  this  state,  oa  account  of 
Ms  distinguished  gallantry  and  public  spirit  in  the  military  service  of  hia 
country,  and  especially  during  the  late  war  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  there- 
fore resolved,  that  the  said  Brevet  be  confirmed,  and  that  a  ceinniission  be 
issued  to  him  as  major-general  accordingly,  in  the  militia  of  this  State. 
Dbwitt  Clinton,  Governor. 
(Signed)        Stephen  Barnum,     ^ 
William  Ross, 
George  Rosecrantz, 
Stephbn  Bates,         J 

Or  was  my  election  to  congress  by  my  neighbors,  without  opposition  in 
one  instance,  and  by  a  triumphant  majority  in  another,  any  evidence  of 
it  ?  No,  it  only  existed  in  the  brain  of  a  caluniDiator. 

General  Armstrong  was  at  that  time  governed  by  the  basest  of  feel- 
ings and  motives,  and  in  the  antipathies  engendered  in  times  long  past, 
and  by  circumstances  which  should  be  forgotten,  is  to  he  found  the  whole 
secret  of  his  present  peculiar  hostility,  both  to  General  Van  Rensselaer 
and  myself. 

When  the  much  persecuted  and  unfortunate  General  Wilkinson  was 
ordered  by  General  Armstrong,  then  Secretary  of  War,  from  New  Orleans 
to  take  command  of  the  Northern  army,  he  too  urged  my  appointment 
bnt  was  refused.  On  his  arrival  at  Albany,  however,  he  seat  for  me  and 
wished  me  to  accompany  him  to  the  frontiers.  I  replied  that  I  would 
willingly  do  so,  if  I  even  thought  he  had  the  least  chance  to  effect  any 
thing  of  consequence ;  but  knowing  that  the  deficiency  of  almost  every 
necessary  article,  and  the  want  of  a  proper  organization  in  any  department, 
of  the  army,  would  prevent  his  descent  upon  Montreal  that  season  I  de- 
clined. When  informed  by  me,  of  the  state  of  his  command,  he  could 
hardly  credit  it,  for  General  Armstrong,  in  reply  to  written  queries  put  to 
bim  on  the  subject,  had  stated  everything  to  be  in  complete  order;  after 
be  had  visited  his  line  of  posts,  however,  he  wrote  me  that  things  were 
not  only  as  bad  as  I  had  represented,  but  much  worse,  it  was  a  "wretched 
state  in  which  he  found  the  army  in  all  its  departments." 

Col.  Tan  Bsnsselaer  to  6e7i.  WilkiTison. 
My  Dear  Eriend.  Mount  Hope  3rd  October  1813. 

I  received  your  very  interesting  letter  several  days  since,  and  I  beg  yoti 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  impute  the  delay  of  my  answer  to  the  true  cause. 
It  is  hard  sitting  in  judgment  when  inclination  and  a  sense  of  duty  are 
opposing  ad vooat«B ;  it  requires  time,  and  mature  deliberation.  But  I  have 
made  my  decision  ;  and  after  tendering  you  the  renewed  assurances  of  my 
gratitude  and  respect  for  the  repeated  evidence  of  your  friendship  and 
honorable  notice,  I  will  state  that  decision,  and  the  considerations  which 
have  contrained  me  to  make  iL     A  Soldier's  candor  will  pardon  a  Soldier's 
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frankness.  After  the  most  cliaritable  review  I  can  make  of  the  relative 
discharge  of  duties  between  myself  and  Country,!  find  insuperable  bar- 
riers against  resuming  my  sword. 

You  Sir,  know  tbe  general  history  of  my  life ;  I  will  spare  you  the 
trouble  of  minute  detail  and  only  glance  at  prominent  points. 

The  sufferings  endured  by  my  Father  from  wounds  received  in  tbe 
Revolutionary  war,  was  one  of  tbe  first  serious  subjects  of  my  puerile  eon - 
temptation  and  why  it  should  have  been  so,  Nature  alone  must  tell ;  but 
tbe  more  I  witnessed  his  sufferings,  the  more  I  became  enamored  of  arms. 
As  I  advanced  in  years,  the  cbarma  of  a  Military  life  brightened  upon  my 
■view,  and  at  18  years  of  age,  I  resolved  on  tbe  Profession  of  a  Soldier,  and 
entered  upon  it.  In  the  School  of  tbe  gallant  Wayne  and  yourself  1  was 
bappy.  I  found  the  camp  was  my  home,  my  sword  my  companion,  and 
my  duty  my  pleasure  ;  particulars  are  unnecessary.  At  tbe  close  of  that 
War,  I  was  unfortunate  and  suffered  much  ;  bat  a  consciousness  tbat  tbe 
Sword,  bequeathed  me  by  tbe  brave  CampheU  was  sbealbed  untarnished ; 
and  tbat  my  Oommissions  which  bore  the  sacred  name  of  Washington  had 
never  been  dishonored,  bore  me  above  all  considerations  of  loss  of  property 
or  blood. 

It  is  true,  I  received  the  necessary  vouebers  to  entitle  me  to  tbat  re- 
muneration from  my  Country  which,  while  disabled  by  wounds  was  very 
necessary  for  the  support  of  myself  and  growing  family.  But,  intending 
to  devote  my  life  to  ray  Country,  in  my  profession,  I  disdained  to  ask  for 
the  pittance  allowed.  I  have  not  done  it.  I  loved  service,  but  bated 
the  Pension  List.  I  wished  only  tbe  restoration  of  my  Rank  when  my 
Country  might  call  for  service.  I  confess  I  thought  I  had  a  riffkt  to  ex- 
pect it,  but  in  vain, 

"  The  Administration  have  called  to  tbe  field,  and  honored  with  Colonel's 
and  even  Brigadier's  Commissions,  men  who  were  not  in  service,  and  some 
who  only  ranked  as  Subalterns  in  tbe  Army,  when  1  was  a  Major  of  Cav- 
alry 1  In  Silent  mortification  1  witnessed  the  progress  of  events ;  at  last, 
under  tbe  impression  that  the  Administration  might  still  have  supposed 
me  incapacitated  for  service  by  wounds,  I  took  measures  to  have  intimated 
to  them  both  my  ability  and  willingness  to  return  to  the  Army. 

The  result  you  know.  I  here  too  forbear  particulars  but  too  well  cal- 
culated to  add  indignation  to  mortification.  To  have  been  long  neglected 
was  enough  —  hut  to  be  proscribed,  and  that  too,  at  tbe  instance  of  pri- 
vate pique,  in  men  whose  lives  are  but  a  tissue  of  baseness  and  intrigue  is 
too  much.  Of  the  part  I  acted  during  the  last  Campaign  in  the  capacity 
of  Aid-de-Camp  to  Maj.  Gen,  Stephen  Van  Keusselaer,  suffice  it  to  say 
tbat  I  yielded  partly  to  tbe  earnest  request  of  a  friend,  whoso  wishes  with 
me,  could  have  no  less  influence  than  legitimate  command ;  and  partly  to 
the  universal  solicitation  of  the  Soldiery  who  bad  long  known  me  as  their 
friend  in  tbe  capacity  of  Adjutant  General,  Of  that  Campaign  I  will  only 
say  tbat  after  all  tbe  shameful  mismanagement  of  those  whose  imbecility 
attempted  to  direct  its  operations,  it  would  have  been  closed  with  a  splen- 
did victory  had  I  not,  in  the  hour  of  trial  been  deserted  in  the  most  das- 
tardly manner  by  wretches  who  had  pledged  every  thing  sacred  to  stand 
by  me  while  1  was  acting  in  obedience  to  tbeir  irresistible  iniportunitiea 
to  General  Van  Rensselaer.  Indeed  with  the  few  brave  lads  who  remained 
with  me,  I  oould  have  preserved  the  won  victory  batfor  thesevere  wounds 
which  compelled  me  to  quit  tbe  field.  Although  for  the  past  year  I 
have  nursed  my  wounds  in  silence,  yet  I  am  assured  through  sources  not 
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to  be  questioned,  that  the  claims  to  my  own  rank  in  the  Army  hare  been 
urged  upon  the  Administration  bj  influential  men,  without  distinction  of 
political  parties,  yet  the  decree  of  proscription  remains  unresoinded,  al- 
though at  the  close  of  the  late  Session  of  Congress,  the  Senate  was  "hter- 
ally  burned  up  with  nominations  !  "  This  my  dear  Sir,  is  a  compressed 
statement  of  my  aitoation  ;  and  the  faots  here  stated,  must  I  am  persuaded, 
in  yonr  judgment  justify  the  decision  I  have  made. 

it  oannot  hardly  be  neoesssary  for  me  to  add  that  self  respect  is  the  only 
soiid  base  which  can  possibly  support  the  respect  of  others,  A  Soldier 
must  be  a  Soldier,  or  he  is  nothing,  whose  character  like  the  walls  of  a 
.  safe  citadel  must  be  defensible  in  every  point!  a  single  vulnerable  aDgle 
will  destroy  that  proud  Spirit  of  conscious  worth,  which  is  of  the  very 
essence  of  an  officer,  and  which  alone  renders  his  character  worthy  of  imi- 
tation. 

My  brief  application  of  these  sentimente  are,  that  such  has  been  the 
treatment  of  the  Administration  towards  me,  that  m  their  service  I  cannot 
respect  'myself. 

Therefore  my  dear  old  friend,  I  must  once  more  beg  you  to  accept  my 
most  cordial  thanks  for  the  very  partial  notice  I  have  received  from  the 
Soldier  whom  the  general  voice  of  the  United  States  has  now  declared 
most  competent  to  Command  her  Armies. 

That  you  may  never  have  occasion  to  repine  at  the  ingratitude  of  your 
Country,  and  that  your  Career  may  be  honorable  to  the  end,  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of  Your  unalterable  &c.  Sincere  Friend. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaee, 

P.  S.  why  not  pass  Kingston,  throw  one  or  two  light  vessels  of  the  fleet 
in  a  situation  to  prevent  Sir  George  following  you  by  water,  descend  the 
Biver  and  carry  Montreal,  my  heart  is  with  you. 

Major  G-enl.  James  Wikinson,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  N.  A. 


Qon.  TowpTdns 
Sir,  Albany  January  12,  1814. 

I  have  notified  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  appointment  on  Saturday 
the  22nd  Instant  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them,  if  they  think  proper 
so  to  do,  to  make  the  Military  Appointments  which  were  omitted  at  their 
last  Session-  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  I  should  be  furnished  with  the 
returns  and  other  papers  touching  other  military  appointments  which  may 
be  in  your  possession,  in  time  to  submit  them  to  the  Council  on  the  before 
mentioned  day. 

I  am  Sir,  yours  &o. 


€^n^ 


Solomon  Van  Keneselaer  Esq.  Adjutant  Geueral. 


General  Hull  was  summoned  to  appear  before  a  court  martial  convened 
at  Albany,  New  York.     "It  met  on  the  3rd  of  January,  1814.     General 
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Dearborn  was  the  president,  and  he  was  assisted  hy  three  brigadier  gen- 
erals, four  colonels,  and  five  lieutenant  colonels.  General  Hull  was 
charged  with  treason,  cowariJice,  and  neglect  of  duty  and  unofficer  like 
conduct.  After  a  session  of  eighty  days,  the  court  decided  on  March  26th 
that  he  was  not  guilty  of  treason,  from  the  evidence  brought  forward,  hut 
found  him  guilty  of  all  the  other  charges.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  shot 
dead,  and  his  name  to  be  struck  from  the  rolls  of  the  army.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  approved  the  sentence  on  the  25th  of  April.  The 
court  recommended  him  to  the  mercjof  Mr.  Madison  who  pardoned  him." 

Hmi.  JbhnIiOi>ett  to  SoJ^rmOR  Van  Sensselaer. 
My  dear  Colonel,  Washington,  28th  Jany.,  1814. 

Don't  chido  my  silence,  I  do  declare  to  you  I  never  was  so  wholly 
buried  up  as  I  am  at  present.  I  have  to  aid  Harson  all  I  can  ;  there  are 
a  number  of  the  first  members  in  the  minority  who  really  seem  to  think 
much  more  of  my  poor  services  than  I  can  possibly  think  they  are  worth. 
Never  did  you  see  a  finer  corps  of  fellows  thao  our  Minority,  and  the  poor 
fellows  are  almost  worried  oat.  We  are  upon  the  Army  Bill  and  pre- 
paration for  a  great  campaign.  Argument  ht^for  some  days  past  assumed 
an  almost  unlimited  range,  and  every  one  says  pretty  much  what  he 
pleases.  The  day  before  yesterday,  Taylor,  of  Saratoga,  attempted  to 
prove  the  War  in  the  State  of  New  York  was  popular,  and  he  endeavored 
to  prove  it  by  the  great  partiality  which  had  been  manifested  towards 
Gen,  Van  Rensselaer  — yourself — andme.  He  noticed  the  manner  in  which 
the  General  was  received  on  his  return  ;  your  appointment  to  the  offioe  of 
Adjutant  General ;  and  my  election  to  Congress,  Clerk's  office  &c.  This 
of  oonrse,  drew  collaterally  the  afiair  of  Queenstown  into  debate.  Taylor 
and  Fisk  slapped  at  it  a  little.  You  know  I  have  for  many  reasons,  been 
very  desirous  to  keep  silence  on  this  subject.  But  the  discussion  now, 
assumed  such  shape  that  the  duty  I  owed  to  the  General,  yourself  and 
myself  would  no  longer  allow  me  to  be  silent.  I  refuted  all  Taylor's 
arguments,  and  then  touched,  not  minutely,  but  pretty  generally  at  the 
occurrences  of  the  Campaign  which  could  in  any  shape  invade  character. 
Upon  this  occasion  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words 
of  your  history,  merits,  wrongsand  sufferings.  I  perceived  I  waslistened 
to  with  much  attention  both  by  the  members  and  a  vastly  crowded  gallery, 
I  therefore  ventured  on  a  little  further,  and  stated  your  removal  by 
Tompkins ;  the  deaf  ear  of  the  Administration  to  all  applications  for  your 
appointment  —  pointed  out  the  real  caiise. 

But  I  must  close  ;  you  may  rest  assured  that  the  General  and  his  Aids 
stand  well  on  the  floor  ;  and  as  I  took  the  liberty  of  throwing  out  some 
pretty  bold  menaces  of  telling  ugly  tales,  I  think  they  will  be  willing  to 
let  us  alone  and  respect  us  in  future. 

Augustus  Porter  tells  me  his  Account  is  settled  ;  he  has  had  a  $7000 
writ  tucked  on  him  here. 

I  enclose  you  the  Intelligencer  —  see  the  Generals  and  Colonels  marked 
on  the  margin ;  Also  Armstrong's  project  for  Conscription. 
Ever  truly  yours, 
Col.  Solomgn  Van  Rensselaer.  JOHN  Lovktt. 

Dear  Colonel, 

I  have  not  a  moment  to  spare,  enclosed  is  a  Skeleton  of  what  was  said. 
No  one  attempted  a  Reply.     Suffice  to  say,  our  friends  here,  are  not  only 
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I,  but  gratified.  They  are  pleased  to  aay  it  was  delivered  \a  the 
spirit  of  a  soldier.  I  hope  I  have  said  nothing  whiah  joa  or  the  G-eneral 
wilt  disapprove.  If  aught  agreeahle,  use  it  as  you  please.  In  two  days  I 
hope  to  get  the  floor  in  my  own  way ;  not  complete. 

Ever  yours,  undaunted, 
Col.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany.  John  Lovbtt. 

Son.  John  Lotett  to  Solomon  Yam,  Rensselaer. 
My  dear  Colonel,  Washington,  Feb,  20,  1814. 

I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  13th.  As  our  friends  here 
have  expressed  their  high  gratification  at  the  matter  and  manner  of  the 
Re-fighting  of  the  Battle  of  Queenstown,  I  needed  nothing  more  to  put 
my  heart  at  rest,  on  that  subject,  but  the  approbation  of  the  "  littie  Mili- 
tary Family."  You  give  me  that ;  saying  that  "  the  members  of  it,  will 
on  ALL  occasions  support  each  other,  at  every  hazard,  with  truth  and  Jus- 
tice on  their  side."     My  heart  responds,  Amen,  I  am  satisfied, 

Tou  express  your  solicitude  lest  my  "  Speech  and  strictures  on  the  War 
may  bring  me  into  a  scrape;"  and  express  an  ardent  desire  to  he  with  me 
in  such  event.  Thank  ye  ;  In  such  event  you  shall  be  with  me.  Long 
ago  I  wrote  our  dear  General  that  plunging  in  among  a  set  of  rap-scallions 
wearing  long  swords  was  a  very  pokerish  kind  of  business  ;  but  that  in 
ease  of  emergency  my  privilege  would  protect  me  until  I  could  send  for 
Solomon  to  do  the  fighting.  The  truth  is  there  is  no  milksop,  middle 
course  left  for  us ;  the  rasoals  in  power  must  be  ousted,  ousted,  or  we  are 
undone.  This  is  my  sincere  opinion,  and  under  this  coavicfion  I  think, 
speak  and  act.  The  Federalist  that  will  not,  now,  keep  the  deck,  or 
mount  the  maintop,  to  give  or  receive  shot,  as  occasion  may  offer,  is  not 
worthy  of  his  hammock  on  board.  I  have  been  threatened,  but,  as  yet, 
remain  undisturbed.  The  truth  is  that  what  is  here  called  "  the  Albany 
Quill"  is  somewhat  dreaded.  "  Inchegum"  has  been  slain,  and  some 
others,  deservedly,  (we  wage  no  wanton  war)  been  severely  wounded. 
And,  being  a  companioii  of  yours,  they  all  think  I  may  fight  like  a  very 
devil !  In  short  I  do  not  apprehend  anything  serious  ;  should  that  happen 
you  will  know  it  of  course.  The  nearest  I  have  come  to  a  squabble  you 
may  learn  from  a  late  letter  I  wrote  the  Mayor.  I  capped  it  confidential, 
but  he  will  shew  to  you.  You  know  little  Briaban,  of  Bativia,  and  that 
cowhide  headed  Col.  Thomas  who  was  Dep.  Q.  Master  at  Buffalo.  Thomas 
and  his  Agent,  one  Simpson,  talked  saucy,  and  did  knock  poor  Brisban 
down :  but  they  graciously  spared  me,  and  have  fled,  but  I  am  pressing 
measures  to  have  thom  brought  back. 

Augustus  and  Peter  Belligerent  Porter,  are  here.  Augustus  is  very 
civil  —  says  Gren.  Van  Rensselaer  is  the  only  Commander  who  kept  things 
MI  order  upon  the  frontier.  Peter  B.  I  apprehend,  keeps  close.  I  have 
not  seen  him,  he  dreads  such  little  papers  as  Augustus  has  had  put  upon 
his  shoulders  since  here.  How  they  will  come  out  I  know  not.  I  have 
just  received  a  line  from  Gen.  Huntington,  he  says :  "  Who  is  the  Sero 
of  WaUamsack  that  dandled  Solomon  V.  R,  upon  his  wounded  knees ;  I 
never  understood  that?"  Never  mind,  thats  easily  esplained  —  I  in- 
tended to  have  transmitted  you  Morris  S.  Miller's  speech  upon  that  occa- 
sion. Southwick  will  show  you  a  pamphlet,  and  some  palriotic  efforts  I 
am  trying  to  make  in  Kentucky  —  I  say,  am  for  all,  these  fellows  must 
give  up  the  reigna  to  wisdom,  or  despotism  will  usurp  them, —  pull  away 
and  assert  your  creed  thus  expressed. 
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"  Thy  spirit,  Independenca,  let  me  share, 
Lord  of  the  Lion's  heart,  and  Eagle  eye, 
Thy  Bteps  I  follow,  with  my  bosom  bare, 
Nor  heed  the  storm,  tliat  howls  along  the  sky," 

Reapeets  to  tlie  familj  and  the  Bethlehem  Member  of  Assembly. 

John  Lovett. 

Dear  Colonel,  Waahingtoa  Feb.  23,  1814. 

You  know  I  have  been  laboring  all  winter  to  get  the  Administration 
and  their  Generals  to  play  a  game  of  Billiards,  and  to  use  Meads  for  Balls. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  game  has  commenced  two  hours  ago,  and  that  your 
old  friend  Wilkinson  is  the  first  ball  played  at;  but  whether  with  intent 
to  pocket  him  or  to  play  for  &  oannoo  at  Armstrong  and  Bmnpton,  I  know 
not.  But,  as  I  have  but  one  moment,  figures  must  be  dropt  and  I  will 
speak  plain.  I  do  not  understand  what  it  means,  but  an  Express  left 
here,  two  hours  ago,  to  arrest  General  Wilkinson  !  i  do  venly believe  it; 
I  may  be  deceived,  but  I  oanuot  believe  I  am.  My  Ariel  who  never  has 
deceived  me,  assures  me  it  is  so.     Tell  our  General  what  I  say. 

11  odock  P.  M. — My  dear  Colonel,  In  my  way  I  have  a  little  game 
blood  as  well  as  you :  Ton  love  powder,  ball  and  steel :  them  1  hate  aa 
poison;  but  /love  to  play  my  pen,  ink  and  paper  battling  with  success. 
We  both  aim  at  the  same  victory, 

I  dropped  you  a  hasty  line,  t«  day,  telling  jou  what  I  believed:  and 
late  as  the  hour  ia,  I  will  jog  once  more  to  the  Post  office  to  say  that  my 
opinion  is  every  hour  confirmed,  Uol.  Hawkins  has  been  with  me  this 
evening,  he  says  I  am  right.  And,  now,  one  word  more  :  Hawkins  has 
spent  the  winter  here ;  haa  generally,  kept  good  Federal  Compaoy  —  wants 
to  continue  in  service.  He  saya  General  Armstrong  will  have  not  aa  offi- 
cer under  him,  but  lick-epittles  and  toad-eaters.  He  quits  here  in  dis- 
gust—  he  hits  been  much  with  Van  Neaa.  I  think  Van  Neas  is  disgusted 
too.  I'll  bring  something  out  of  my  "  Strictures  "  yet !  One  word  more, 
fori  grow  sleepy:  Hawkins  is  your  great  friend  —  he  expects  you  are 
going  to  raise  4  Regiments  of  State  Troops.  He  wishes  ^ou  to  Command 
them,  and  he  wishes  to  serve  under  you  —  that's  all.  You  have  your  cue. 
Can't  /  go  Secretary,  the  old  white  Coat  is  good  yet  ? 

Yours  ever 

Col.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany.  John  Lovett. 

John  Lwett  to  Sol.  Vim,  Renaae!aer. 
My  dear  Colonel,  Washington,  March  11, 1814. 

Should  the  State  of  New  York  raise  the  Four  Eeffimmts,  I  will  never 
forgive  it,  if  you  are  not  appointed  to  command  them,  /am  too  old  to 
go  "  Secretary"  again,  but  I  am  authorized  to  promise  you  a  much  abler 
member  in  your  military  family,  should  you  command  that  Division.  Yoa 
shall  have,  by  your  aide,  a  aeholar,  a  soldier,  a  statesman  j  this  I  am  fully 
authorized  to  promise  you.  The  man  will  be  Thomas  P.  Qrosvenor  — 
of  this  you  may  rest  assured.  Xi  yoa  spend  the  ensuing  season  upon  the 
frontiers,  Se  will  spend  the  Campaign  in  your  family,  you  cannot  wish 
more.  I  write  this  at  his  request.  (This  never  will  be  allowed.  Two 
sach  Blood-hounds  should  never  be  trusted  together.  I  am  well,  and 
ever  yours. 

Col,  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer.  J.  Lovett. 
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Q&orge  M,  Bibb  to  John  J.  Orittenden. 
Dear  John,  Washington  City,  April  24,  1814. 

The  court-martial  sentenced  Hull  to  be  cashiered  and  shot,  hut  recom- 
mended him  to  the  mercy  of  the  President,  [on  account  of  his  age  and  his 
revolutionary  services,]  who,  I  understand,  intends  to  remit  the  sentence 
of  death.  What  weakness  !  If  cowardice  such  as  Hull's,  which  surrendered 
a  fortress,  an  army,  a  territory  without  firing  a  gun,  which  sarrender  was 
followed  iiy  such  loss  of  lives  and  treasure,  is  not  punished  with  death, 
but  pardoned  by  the  commander-in-chief,  what  can  we  expect?  No 
military  ofBcer  hereafter  can  be  punished  by  the  loss  of  commission  for 
cowardice.  A  negotiation  is  going  on  between  an  agent  on  our  part  and 
General  Prevost,  for  an  armistice.  Prevcet  is  willing  to  an  armistice  on 
land;  our  government  wishes  it  also  hy  sea.  The  negotiation,  may,  per- 
haps, terminate  in  an  armistice  on  the  land,  the  lakes,  and  on  our  sea- 
coast,  leaving  our  coast  to  be  blockaded,  and  the  war  upon  the  ocean  to 
progress,  that  is  to  say,  that  no  expedition  on  land,  nor  any  enterprise 
against  towns  or  foris,  shall  be  attempted,  such  an  armistice  to  be  con- 
tinued for  a  limited  time,  or  until  our  negotiations  at  Gottenburg  are  broken 
off,  or  until  either  party  shall  give  reasonable  notice  that  it  shall  cease.  I 
speak  of  the  probable  issue  from  what  our  government  would  agree  to, 
and  what  it  may  well  be  supposed  the  British  government  would  not  agree 
to.  The  mai'itime  superiority  of  Great  Britain  she  will  not  yield  by  an 
armistice.  Your  friend,  as  ever, 

Hon.  J,  J.  Crittenden.  Geohqe  M.  Bibb. 

Lt.  Col.  Jw>.  R.  Penmek  to  Col.  Sol,  Van.  Benssetaer. 
Mj  dear  Colonel,  New  York  May  9,  1814. 

It  would  appear  that  the  man,  who  draws  his  Sword  for  the  Defence  of 
his  Country's  honor  and  welfare  is  doomed  to  Suffer  in  Body,  Mind  and 
Fortune.  I  can  Smile  at  Pain,  created  in  the  path  of  Glory,  I  sought  it, 
'twas  my  duty.  I  can  submit  without  murmur  to  the  Severe  Decrees  of 
Justice,  but  I  abhor  Villainy,  and  Persecution.  The  Miscreants  who 
during  our  Western  Campaign,  in  vain  sat  their  Snares  to  entrap  me,  pur- 
sue me  now  even  to  the  threshold  of  power ;  and  under  tlie  base  Influence 
of  their  Avarice  are  determined,  since  they  cannot  assail  my  Reputation, 
to  attempt  my  Ruin  by  filching  me  of  my  property,  to  pay  for  that,  which 
they  never  owned,  and  if  they  did,  I  had  never  injured.  Secretly,  but 
audaciously  they  declare,  that  1  ordered  their  Salt  taken  possession  of,  to 
erect  that  Battery,  which  as  you  know  not  only  saved  Niagara,  but  pro- 
duced the  Destruction  of  Fort  George,  that  my  holding  possession  of  this 
Salt,  produced  to  Mr.  Augustus  B.  Porter  a  Loss  of  1400  Dollars.  Thus 
does  this  Man  insidiously  make  a  Declaration  to  the  Department  of  War, 
which  he  found  he  could  not  substantiate  in  a  Court  of  Justice.  You  so 
closely  connected  with  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  during  his  Command,  must 
bear  in  mind  all  the  Circumstances  whicb  relate  to  this  Case.  Yon  will 
therefore  confer  on  me  an  obligation  by  stating  to  me  all  you  know  con- 
cerning the  Salt  of  which  so  much  has  been  said  with  so  little  truth,  from 
the  hour  which  Porter  lays  his  Claim  to  500  Barrels  must  have  been  put 
in  duress  —  thus  these  people  impose  upon  honest  Folks  ! 

Have  you  lately  hoard  from  our  old  friend  Wilkinson  ?  Pray  write  to 
me  soon.  I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  Sincere  Esteem  and 
Regard.  JoHS  K.  Fenwick, 

Gol.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany. 
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'■  General  Wilkinson,  by  an  order  from  the  War  Department,  on  March 
24,  1814,  waa  relieved  of  the  command  uf  the  army  in  the  Department  of 
the  North,  and  his  conduct  while  in  command  of  that  district  was  subse- 

Suently  committed  to  the  seouring  of  &  court  martial.  He  proved  that 
uring  the  moi^t  important  operations  of  the  disastrous  campaign,  which 
ended  at  French  Mills,  the  War  Department,  in  the  person  of  Minister 
Armstrong,  nas  on  the  Northern  frontier,  and  that  he  acted  under  the 
secretary's  immediate  instructions.  These  proofs  being  positive,  Wilkinson 
was  acquitted,  and  the  public  placed  the  chief  blame,  where  it  seemed  to 
properly  belong,  on  the  War  Department.  Like  Harrison,  who  had  felt 
the  baneful  effects  of  the  administration  of  that  department,  Wilkinson 
threw  up  his  commission  in  disgust."  General  John  Armstrong  was 
called,  in  an  evil  hour,  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  the  government, 
during  the  arduous  and  eventful  period  of  our  second  war  with  Great 
Britain.  As  the  bead  of  the  war  department,  he  had  it  in  his  power  to 
perpetrate  the  most  extensive  mischief,  not  only  by  his  want  of  capacity, 
but  in  the  indulgence  of  an  unhappy,  restless,  and  malignant  temper;  a 
power  which  he  did  not  spare  to  use,  at  first  to  the  oppression  of  all  in- 
dividuals whom  he  honored  with  his  enmity,  and  finally  to  the  disgrace 
and  degradation  of  his  country.  His  interference  with  the  plans  of  General 
Wilkinson  may  serve  as  a  commentary  on  this  text. 

General  Wilkinson  wished  to  attack  Kingston,  and  there  rest  for  the 
winter  in  good  quarters,  to  organize  the  different  departments  of  the  army, 
build  boats,  &c.,  and  carry  Montreal  early  in  the  spring.  This  delay  could 
not  operate  against  us  ;  as  the  St.  Lawrence  opens  between  the  two  places 
before  it  does  below,  tbe  attack  could  have  been  made  before  any  reinforce- 
ments could  arrive  from  Europe.  If  Gen.  Wilkinson  had  been  suffered 
to  take  bis  course  the  British  fleet  at  Kingston  would  have  fallen  into  his 
hands,  and  the  millions  of  dollars  afterwards  expended  in  ship  building 
for  the  two  lakes  would  been  saved  the  country ;  but  the  secretary  was 
on  the  spot  and  manceuvered  to  defeat  bis  plain.  It  was  said  he  had  an 
eye  on  the  presidency,  and  if  Montreal  could  be  taken  that  season,  it 
would  facilitate  his  object,  for  if  successful  he  would  have  assumed  all  tbe 
credit;  as  it  was,  he  managed  to  avoid  the  responsibility  by  throwing  all 
the  blame  on  poor  Wilkinson. 

Our  country  was  fated  to  purchase  its  release  from  the  hand  of  this 
functionary,  at  no  less  a  sacrifice  than  tbe  overthrow  and  sacking  of  the 
national  capital,  by  a  feeble  and  insulting  foe.  Here  justice  did  overtake 
him ;  and,  finding  that  no  artifice  could  suffice  to  enable  him  to  throw  off 
the  just  responsibilities  of  the  position  he  had  oocupied,  he  passed  into 
retirement.  The  affair  at  Bladenshurgh,  August  24, 1814,  occurred  under 
General  Armstrong's  own  immediate  supervision  as  secretary  of  war. 

In  this  case,  although  an  attack  had  been  long  apprehended,  a  much 
larger  force,  it  is  true,  than  absolutely  required  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
it,  was  collected,  but  no  organization  or  system  of  defense  having  been 
arranged,  our  army,  composed  of  the  regular  cavalry,  artillery,  infantry, 
and  a  large  body  of  militia,  were  disgracefully  routed  without  a  show  of 
fight,  except  from  the  gallant  Commodore  Joshua  Barney,  by  oompara- 
tiveiy  a  handful  of  British  troops,  who  were  exhausted  by  the  fatigue  of  a 
long  forced  march.  Near  three  weeks  before  the  attack  was  made  upon 
Washington,  I  received  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  army, 
who  writes,  "  such  is  the  want  of  preparation  for  defense  at  this  place, 
that  three  thousand  men  can  destroy  it."     Can  it  be  supposed  for  a  moment 
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tbat  if  Gen.  Armstrong,  the  dispenser  tlien  of  honors  and  promotions  in 
the  armj,  had  identified  himself  with  our  troops,  they  would  have  re- 
treated on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ?  No  never  I  yet  he  was  among  (he 
firat  to  set  the  oowardJy  example.  If  a  more  manly  course  had  been 
pursued,  though  driven  from  the  first  stand,  the  road  passing  over  a  rolling 
country  skirted  by  woods,  afforded  many  positions,  equally  as  strong  and 
as  admirably  calculated  for  the  meat  effective  disposition  of  the  different 
kinds  of  troops  employed,  and  they  might  have  fallen  back  from  one 
position  to  another  with  equal  advantage  and  have  harrassed  even  a  larger 
force  of  the  enemy,  so  that  they  never  could  have  reached  Washington. 
But  had  evevy  effort  under  this  course  failed,  a  fern  hundred  men  thrown 
into  the  capitol,  would  have  saved  the  city.  The  six  pounders  used  by 
the  enemy,  could  have  made  no  impression  opon  the  walls  of  this  building 
while  a  brisk  fire  from  its  windows  and  from  the  stone  parapet  surround- 
ing its  roof,  would  effectually  have  arrested  their  progress.  The  same 
defenses  might  have  been  made  at  the  president's  house,  flanked  as  it  was 
by  the  state  and  treasury  offices  on  the  right,  and  by  the  war  and  navy 
on  the  left.     The  navy-yard  was  equally  susceptible  of  defense. 

The  official  report  of  Major-general  Ross,  the  British  commander,  saya: 
"  The  enemy's  army,  amounting  to  eight  or  nine  thousand  men,  with  three 
or  four  hundred  cavalry,  was  under  the  command  of  General  Winder, 
being  formed  of  troops  drawn  from  Baltimore  and  Pennsylvania.  His  artil- 
lery, ten  pieces  of  which  fell  into  our  hands,  was  commanded  by  Commodore 
Barney,  who  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  The  artillery  I  directed 
to  be  destroyed.  Having  halted  the  army  for  a  short  time,  1  determined 
to  march  upon  Washington,  and  reached  that  city  at  eight  o'clock  that 
night.  Judging  it  of  consequence  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings  with  the  least  possible  delay,  so  that  the  army  might  retire 
without  loss  of  time,  the  following  buildings  were  set  fire  to  and  consumed. 
The  Capitol,  including  the  Senate  House  and  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
the  Arsenal,  the  Dock-yard,  Treasury,  War-Office,  President's  Palace, 
Rope-walk,  and  the  great  Bridge  across  the  Potowmack  :  in  the  dock-yard,  a 
frigate  nearly  ready  to  bo  launched,  and  a  sloop  of  war,  were  consumed." 
The  British  destroyed  the  "  barracks  for  almost  three  thousand  troops, 
and  performed  deeds  worthy  of  barbarians;  after  remaining  till  the  ex- 
tent of  devastation  was  sufficient  to  satiate  even  their  vandalism,  in  their 
own  time  returned  unmolested  to  their  shipping." 

John  Lorrett  to  Solomon  Van  Sens&elaer. 
My  Dear  Colonel,  Washington  ISfov.  12,  1814. 

I  noticed  certain  great  MUitary  Characters,  last  winter  —  bear  them  the 
same  respect  still.  Have  commenced,  freely,  with  Majority  men,  on  that 
especial  subject.  Just  parted  at  this  late  hour,  H  o'clock  Saturday  night. 
Suppose,  on  Monday  next,  a  motion  to  dismiss  from  service  Generals 
Dearborn,  Wilkinson  and  Lewis &o,  &e.  !  !  ha,  ha;  what  then  !  If  /am 
not  deceived,  you  will  not  be  on  Monday  next,  I  try  to  do  all  the  good 
I  can.      Yov,  know  enough  of  all  these  wretched  leeches  —  Adieu. 

I  want  poor  Brock's  Seal  —  my  Son  has  it. 

Solomon  Vau  Rensselaer,  Adjutant  General.  John  Lovbtt. 

"The  invasion  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Washington  city,  the 
destruction  of  its.public  buldings  and  navy  yard,  the  surrender  and  plun- 
der of  Alexandria  was  simply  barbarous,  and  caused  the  profound  regret 
and  humiliation  of  the  American  people.     The  slight  resistance  offered 


db,Google 


hp  Va-n  y,  NwYkQ 

the  28thof  August,  three  days  after  that  aad  occurrence.  The  zeal  and  pat- 
riotism of  the  citiaena  were  increased  thereby.  In  General  Orders,  Dan- 
iel D,  Tompkins,  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York,  who  had  been  un- 
tiring in  his  exertions  for  the  public  good,  called  on  the  inhabitants  to 
send  arms  of  every  deacription  to  the  State  Arsenal,  where  all  fit  for  ser- 
vice wonld  he  paid  for.  The  call  was  promptly  answered.  New  York  was 
likewise  fearfully  excited  by  apprehensions  of  danger  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  of  1814.  The  mayor  of  the  eity,  De  Witt  Clinton,  iss.ued  a 
stirring  address  to  the  people.  He  recomended  the  militia  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  for  duty,  and  called  upon  the  citizens  to  offer  their 
personal  services  and  means  cheerfully  to  the  United  States,  officers  ia 
command  there,  to  aid  in  the  completion  of  the  unfinished  fortification 
around  the  city. 

Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  still  suffering  from  his  severe  wounds,  and 
had  only  been  able  to  leave  off  using  crutches  a  short  time  previous.  He  was 
not,  however,  placed  in  battle  array  against  the  enemy  again  at  this  place, 
as  the  expected  invasion  was  not  attempted,  he  therefore  returned  this 
time  without  any  additional  sears  to  his  family.  At  the  close  of  1814 
active  war  had  ceased  at  the  North  but  now  its  chief  theatre  of  operations 
was  in  Louisiana  and  on  the  ocean.  On  the  11th  of  September,  Sir 
George  Prevost  with  an  army  of  fourteen  thousand  men,  made  a  descent 
upon  Plattsburg  and  after  a  severe  engagment  was  compelled  to  retire 
with  great  loss.  The  Uritish  fleet,  under  Commodore  Downie,  was  capt- 
tured  by  Commodore  Maodonough,  on  the  same  day.  The  war  waa  ter- 
minated ty  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  signed  by  the  commissioners  of  both 
countries,  December  24th,  1814. 

Sd.  Van  Rensselaer  to  his  Wife. 
My  dear  Harriet,  New  York,  14th  November  1864. 

The  Governor  is  in  his  new  quarters  with  all  his  suit ;  we  have  an  elegant 
establishment;  live  in  perfect  harmony,  and  in  style;  much  to  do  and 
attend  strictly  to  all  duties.  "  Poney  "  as  you  call  him,  got  down  safe,  but 
was  eight  days  on  board  in  all  that  storm  :  he  is  the  finest  horse  here,  and 
much  admired,  as  well  as  his  cider  1  I  wish  our  poor  little  Mag's  broken 
arm  was  well,  kiss  her  for  me.  If  there  is  no  attack  on  this  place  this 
fall,  (and  noue  is  espeoted)  I  shall  be  with  you  in  a  few  weeks  when  the 
Governor  will  return  to  Albany.  The  MiUtia  are  sickly,  and  heartily  tired 
of  a  military  life,  desertions  are  frequent  and  furloughs  asked  for  by  doz- 
ens every  day.  We  have  visited  the  fortifloations  at  the  Hook,  Narrows, 
this  Island  and  on  the  3rd  while  on  this  duty  on  Long  Island  the  Gover- 
nor's horse  lell  with  him  in  the  ditch  of  Fort  Greene  a  hight  of  ten  feet, 
without  much  injury.  He  dislocated  his  thumb  and  otherwise  is  a  little 
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braised,  but  not  so  much  as  to  prevent  bim  from  attending  to  duty,  but 
he  made  a  very  narrow  eacape.  He  treats  me  Tery  oivilly,  and  insisted  that 
I  should  take  up  my  quarters  with  him,  which  I  did  on  the  5th  when  he 
began  to  keep  house;  my  horse  too  is  to  share  with  his,  free  of  expoDse; 
he  is  entitled  to'keep  sixteen,  and  intends  to  bave  only  two  ;  so  you  see 
mine  will  be  at  the  public  expense  and  the  forage  I  am  entitled  to.  All 
my  time  is  taken  up  in  my  profession.  I  act  as  Aid  and  not  as  Adjutant 
General.  All  express  their  satisfaction  at  my  being  here,  and  mucb  con- 
fidence is  placed  in  me  by  the  Inhabitante.  On  the  6th  I  diucd  with 
the  Recorder  Hoffman  with  a  large  party.  On  the  5th  with  King  the 
Sou-in-Law  of  Mr.  Ray  and  on  the  7th  with  Col,  Golden  (Gadwallader  D.) 
In  short,  calls  and  cards  in  abundance,  I  must  see  so  much  company  that 
I  have  laid  down  certain  rules  from  wbicb  I  shall  not  depart,  so  fear  noth- 
ing my  love. 

Geul.  Giles  of  this  City,  together  with  those  I  mentioned  iu  ray  former 
letter  to  you :  (Jbarles  King,  son  of  my  friend  Eufus  King,  and  many 
others  of  the  first  blood  in  tbe  Country  wish  for  Eegiments  on  condition 
that  I  command  their  Brigade.  I  have  not  asked  for  any  thing  and  I  am 
determined  not  to  do  so,  if  it  is  offered  and  J  can  retain  my  office  of  Ad- 
jutant General,  I  shall  accept.  The  last  from  the  conduct  of  Democrats 
towards  me,  will  be  safe  at  ali  events.  I  am  as  civil  as  thej  are.  Lewis 
has  gone  to  Washington  to  beg  to  be  retained.  Last  night  we  returned 
from  again  visiting  tbe  Troops  and  Fortifications  on  Long  Island  and  the 
Narrows,  a  tour  of  three  days  I  spent  very  pleasantly ;  in  which  time  we 
reviewed  three  Brigades ;  and  were  received  at  the  different  posts  with  a 
tremendous  roar  of  cannon.  The  review  of  General  Boyd's  Brigade  of 
Regulars  was  very  splendid,  tbe  troops  performed  well  and  looked  like 
Soldiers.  On  those  occasions  I  am  the  right  hand  man  of  the  Governor, 
who  from  my  nsefulness  to  him,  grows  daily  more  and  more  attached  to 
me,  I  reoeived  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinson,  he  is  again  at  Wash- 
ington, and  insists  on  his  trial,  which  will  take  place  the  ensuing  winter 
at  Utica  on  account  of  tbe  witnesses  being  at  tbe  North.  Wilkinson  is  in 
favor  at  Washington,  and  he  will  disgrace  Armstrong  more  than  he  already 
is.  I  receive  letters  very  frequently  from  Lovetfcj  they  are  as  much  pleased 
there  at  my  being  in  Service,  as  they  are  here.  Next  week,  on  the  25th 
will  be  a  splendid  day  for  New  York,  tbe  celebration  of  the  Evacuation  of 
this  City  by  the  British  in  the  last  war.  I  intend  to  send  for  Rensselaer 
from  School  and  gratify  him  with  the  sight,  his  best  clothes  you  can  let 
John  Berry  bring  down  here.  We  are  just  now  going  out  to  review  the 
Troops.  On  the  9th  we  visited  the  Forfca  in  the  Harbor,  a  grand  Salute 
was  fired  from  each  (3  in  number).  Our  Horses  are  at  tbe  door.  Adieu 
my  Harriot,  kiss  our  children  and  love  to  all. 

Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany.  SoL.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Gen.  Van  Beneselaer  to  his  Wife. 

New  York,  30th  November,  1814. 
Yesterday  my  dear  Harriot,  Rensselaer  left  in  tbe  Steam  Boat  for 
Poughkeepsie,  he  took  leave  of  the  Governor,  &c,,  like  a  man,  much 
satisfied  with  what  he  had  seen,  and  left  this  determined  to  attend  closely 
to  his  studies,  and  has  already  progressed  considerably  in  the  French. 
The  Governor  end  all  in  this  house  were  raucli  pleased  with  him,  he  is  a 
41 
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fine  boy.  RcDSselaer  arrived  here  on  the  24th  and  was  delighted  with 
the  Parade,  he  staid  with  ua  at  Head  quarters  and  on  the  26th  wept  down 
with  the  Governor  and  his  son  (who  are  very  civil  to  him)  to  Staten 
Island  to  see  the  fortifications ;  and  I  toot  him  to  see  every  thing  worth 
seeing  on  his  return.  On  the  25th  we  had  a  splendid  day ;  ten  thousand 
troopa  were  under  arms,  marched  through  the  City  and  were  reviewed  hy 
the  Governor,  after  which  we  dined  in  the  City  Hall  by  invitation  from 
the  Corporation.  I  wrote  you  that  in  two  or  three  weeks  the  Militia 
would  be  discharged  all  idea  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy  being  given  up ; 
after  which  Governor  Tompkins  would  return  to  Albany,  and  I  should  be 
made  once  more  happy  in  the  bosom  of  my  Harriet  and  our  little  ones. 
You  know  I  delight  in  a  Military  life,  but  never  can  I  he  at  ease  without 
you  —  my  Wife  and  my  Sword  must  go  hand  in  hand.  Tompkins  is  friendly 
and  sociable  as  ever,  and  although  our  separation  is  painful,  much  good 
will  come  out  of  it  I  am  sure.  As  the  Militia  are  now  all  discharged  ;  I 
asked  permi^ion,  last  night  of  the  Governor  to  return  home  on  Saturday, 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  now  not  much  to  do.  He  told  me  if  I  had 
business  of  Importance  to  attend  to,  he  had  no  objections,  but  he  preferred 
that  I  should  stay  until  the  following  Saturday.  He  wished  to  consult  as 
to  future  operations  after  his  dinner  parties,  (which  are  now  three  times 
a  week)  were  over,  and  then  we  would  go  together.  I  of  course  acquiesced 
as  he  is  every  thing  to  me  I  could  wish,  and  as  the  chain  between  him 
and  Tyburn  is  broke,  I  am  certain  he  will  act  a  manly  and  Independent 

Yesterday  about  twenty-two  officers  dined  with  us.  Armstrong  was 
one  of  the  party.  I  designedly  was  the  last  in  the  room,  and  entered  it 
after  most  of  the  Company  bad  taken  their  seats  in  Military  order  to  see 
if  my  place  at  the  Head  of  the  tabic  was  kept  vacant.  The  moment  I 
entered  the  Governor  asked  me  to  take  the  head  of  the  table.  I  had  him 
and  Armstrong  on  my  right;  the  latter  old  rascal  and  others  stared,  and 
all  who  knew  how  I  had  been  treated  by  him,  were  gratified.  Our  horses 
I  fear  will  have  a  bad  time  of  it  iu  this  storm ;  let  me  know  when  they 
reach  you;  and  I  will  thank  you  to  let  some  one  ride  my  horse  morn- 
ing and  evening  about  the  hill  in  view  of  the  house,  for  I  fear  he  will  be 
stiff.  Let  them  lead  him  out  of  the  back  stable  door,  as  he  may  get  injured 
in  front,  as  it  is  high  from  the  ground.  Give  directions  that  my  horse  ia 
not  brought  out  of  the  stable  to  water  until  my  return  as  be  is  fond  of 
play  he  may  get  hurt;  let  them  carry  water  to  him  and  they  must  not 
give  him  too  much  grain.  This  day  J.  R.  V.  Rensselaer  and  myself 
dined  at  Mr.  Coles,  and  I  have  invitations  for  every  day  ia  the  week  when 
the  Governor  has  no  company.  All  this  would  be  pleasant  if  you  were 
only  with  me ;  if  I  return  in  the  Spring  you  must  break  up  housekeeping, 
then  you  and  the  two  girJs  accompany  me  and  the  rest  go  to  school.  Tell 
Mag  I  have  her  Doll  and  other  pretty  things  for  her ;  how  happy  I  am  to 
find  by  your  letter  that  her  broken  arm  is  mending ;  kiss  the  dear  children 
for  me.     Adieu  for  a  few  days  longer  —  truly  yours 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Mrs.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Mount  Hope. 


db,Google 


Legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Honors  to  Maj.  Gen.  Richard  MomaoMBRY. 

Hon.  John  Lomtt  to  Sol.  Van  Benssdaer. 
My  dear  Colonel,  Washington  Feb.  11,  1815. 

You  are  darting  about  the  world  so  that  I  know  not  where  to  aim  at 
you —  and  now,  I  have  not  even  leisure  to  "  take  aim."  You  know  our 
General  always  told  us  to  write  "  short  letters."  I  must  now  obey.  The 
glorious  news  from  New  Orleans  has  thrown  all  into  hustle  here.  The 
British  defeated,  slaughtered,  vanquished,  disgraced,  have  abandoned  their 
enterprise  —  gone  —  gone  !  Oh  that  jom  only  could  have  been  with  Jack- 
son  !  But,  I  can  only  saj  a  word  —  see  particulars  in  a  hand-bill  to  Gov. 
Tompkins,  the  only  one  I  could  get. 

Military  Committee  in  a  squabble  —  we  are  noticing  instances  of  merii. 
Once  I  had  given  up  —  hopeless,  this  morning  I  rallied  again,  I  may  be 
vanquished  again,  but,  if  I  don't  get  you  a  Sword  I  shall  be  quite  dis- 
appointed.    As  for  myself,  I  ask  for  nothing  but  a  Pair  of  Ear&  ! 

Harrison  is  before  the  house,  for  honour.  You  need  not  be  at  all  con- 
cerned, you  stood  as  you  ought.  Before  the  Committee  —  the  great 
question  has  been,  whether  we  should  notice  any  officer  concerned  in  any 
a£Fair  not  otowned  with  complete  success !  This  monstrous  position  was 
once  agreed  to  —  I  have  this  day  reversed  it  —  at  least  I  think  so.  A.t  all 
events  you  will  stand  with  Honour.  I  think  also  with  a  Sword  of  your 
Country.  I  piouaaenotMnff  ;  therefore  don't  be  disappointed  at  WM^iAwi^. 
Albany,  I  presume,  is  all  buzz,  I  pray  God  the  bread  oi  your  children  may 
not  be  taken;  as  for  mine  I  have  not  a  word  to  say.  Conscions  of  faith- 
fulness to  all  I  stand  prepared  for  ray  fate.  I  cannot  hedge,  I  must  live 
or  die  honorably.  Dig  I  can,  as  you  know,  with  wife  and  eight  on  my 
back  ;  beg  I  cant.  Bank  passed  Senate  to  day,  Majority  two  I  It  may 
pass  our  house  —  what  then  ?     In  very  great  haste  —  ever  yours, 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  J.  Lovett, 

Hon.  John  Lovett  to  Sol.  Van  Senasdaer. 
My  dear  Colonel,  Washington,  20th  February,  1815. 

You  must  pardon  my  seeming  neglect  of  you.  Although  I  am  as  silent 
hero  as  a  seamstress,  I  am  by  no  means  idle  ;  and  since  our  glorious  change 
of  prospects  we  have  all  to  work  double  tides  at  the  heel  of  the  Session, 
instantly  to  place  the  N'ation  in  the  best  possible  situation  to  make  the 
most  of  our  happy  change  of  circumstances.  To  accomplish  this  great 
object,  every  committee  is  pulling  with  their  best  oara  ;  and,  happy  for 
the  country,  I  believe  we  are  pulling  with  zealous  and  hearty  unanimity ; 
at  any  rate  I  can  assure  you  this  is  the  case  in  Military  Committee,  we 
meet  morning  and  evening  and  work  like  brothers.  You  will  readily 
perceive  that  the  duties  of  this  committee  are  of  a  most  extensive  and  im- 
portant character  —  immediately  important  to  40,000  individuals,  and  ul- 
timately so  as  connected  with  all  those  deep  interests  involved  in  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  of  our  Country.  Part  of  the  Army  is  to  he 
disbanded,  and  satisfactory  provision  made  for  them  —  the  establishment 
to  be  kept  up,  must  be  effectually  organized  &c. 
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Ad  important  duty  remains  also  to 
gallant  dead,  and  to  the  living  who  ha 
is  a  most  delicate  and  trying  task  —  w 


John  Loybtt. 


be  performed  to  memories  of  the 
■e  distinguished  themselves.  This 
e  knov)  we  cannot  do  justice:  hut 
we  must  do  as  well  as  we  can. 
Upon  this  subject  we  have  already 
submitted  some  resolutions  to  the 
house ;  tomorrow  we  shall  submit 
more.  Suffice  it  for^oM  to  know 
that  yoar  name  will  appear  at  the 
head  of  a  catalogue  in  which  the 
names  of  Gibson  —  Wood  —  Ferir- 
viick —  Montgow-ery  &c.  wii!  fol- 
low. What  will  be  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  house,  remains  to  be 
seen  —  it  is  happy  for  me  that  in 
committee  there  is  no  diversity  of 
sentiment  respecting  my  friend. 
One  thing  I  venture  to  assure 
you,  you  will  go  ou(  of  the  house 
as  you  go  in :  with  HONOR ;  but, 
whether  with,  or  without  a  Sword 
I  can't  predict.  Nor  is  it  of  first 
importance;  you  know  that /made 
a  most  excellent  officer  WITHOUT  a 
Bword.  To  be  sure  the  British 
Flag  Officers  used  to  stare  a  little, 
and  I  (in  my  sleeve)  laughed  alittle ;  but  I  did  my  duty,  that  was  enough. 
As  to  the  compenaatioD  to  be  made  to  that  party  of  the  army  which  will  be 
disbanded ;  aud  the  namerioal  force  of  our  peace  establishment,  there  are 
many  various  and  conflicting  opinions.  Some  moat  extravagant  ones  have 
been  submitted,  one  of  these  proposes  40  skeleton  regimenis  of  Infantry, 
and  of  Artillery  one  !  Fine  apportionment  for  Garrison  duty. 
-  On  these  several  subjects  I  can  only  give  you  a  sketch  of  what  has  just 
been  unanimously  agreed  upon  in  our  committee,  this  evening,  and  we 
shall  report  a  Bill,  subject  to  amendments  in  the  house  as  usual.  To  the 
part  of  the  army  to  be  disbanded  immediately,  we  give  three  months  Pay. 
Their  grants  of  Land  in  the  following  proportion  :  To  all  those  Ofiioera 
who  have  been  six  months  in  service  (you  know  many  have  been  appointed 
within  that  period)  we  give  :  Major  &ens.  25S0  Acres.  Brig.  Genls. 
1920  Acres.  Cols,  and  Lieut.  Cols.  1280  Acres.  Majors  960  Acres, 
(While  this  subject  was  under  discussion,  I  could  have  wished  you  in  tho 
corner.  Depend  upon  it,  all  parlies  think  alike  of  some  Old  Fudges.) 
Captains  640  Acres.  Lieuts.  and  Ens.  480  Acres.  Privates  320  Acres. 
You  see  we  have  not  preserved  the  relative  proportions  either  to  rank  or 
pay;  we  could  not.  The  fact  is  the  enormous  bounty  given  to  out  soldiers 
destroys,  of  necessity,  all  just  proportion ;  for  had  we  undertaken  to  carry 
the  thing  out  per  scale,  we  must  have  purchased  the  Moon  and,  for  aught 
I  know,  even  Mercury  to  have  made  out  premises.  I  confess  I  think  the 
latter  planet  would  afford  eseelleat  location  for  soldiers.  Indeed  I  think 
1/ourt.el/ \foa\d  mightily  enjoy  a  snug  Manor,  and  a  Mount  Hope  farm  up 

The  Committee  propose  to  continue  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  at 
10,000,  leaving  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  how  it  shall  be  apportioned. 
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Thus  Hnieh,  my  dear  Sir,  for  the  Military  ;  and  this  is  about  all  I  oaa 
write  to  jou  about ;  for  in  the  remaioing  scrap  of  the  evening,  I  have  to 
write  to  half  a  dozen  more,  upon  subjects  just  as  different  as  their  hobbies 
are  from  your  Hobbies.  I  have  just  had  my  second  cruel  tax  to  their 
epidemic  sore  throat,  it  is  a  horrid  disorder  I  have  barely  been  able  to 
keep  my  seat  for  8ome  days  —  indeed,  I  Dever  yet  quit  it  a  smi/le  day 
since  I  was  honored  with  it.     I  am  now  nearly  well. 

My  honored  old  Father  has  sent  me  his  commands  to  return  by  Con- 
necticut, but  I  think  I'll  be  with  you  about  the  12th  March.  Whether 
with  or  without  my  Head,  time  must  decide.     I've  done  my  duty  ;  that's 

eno'  for  An  old  Soldier.     In  haste  —  ever  yours,  t  t 

■'        '  John  Lovett. 

Colonel  Solomon  Van  Kensaelaer,  Adjutant  General. 

Eon.  John  Lonett  to  Solomon  Van  Benssdaer. 
Bear  Colonel,  Washington  Feb,  22d,  1815. 

Here  we  have  ye  all,  Heroes,  huddled  up  like  so  many  Eabbits  in  a 
market  basket.'  Don't  be  elated  any  of  you,  for  I  think  it  most  likdy  that 
we  Hepresentativea  of  the  Sovereign  People  will  shake  ye  all  to  the  wind 
yet.  Probably  my  friend  will  hang  in  the  basket  at  least  as  long  as  any 
of  his  class.  At  any  rate  no  one  will  have  more  friends  to  help  him  hold  on. 
Among  others,         John  Lovett. 

Resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  Gal- 
lantry and  Good  Conduct  with  which  the  Reputation  of  the  Arms  of  the 
United  States  has.becn  sustained  during  the  Late  War  by  Certain  Officers 
therein  named.  February  21,  1815.  Bead  the  first  and  second  time  and 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house.  The  Fonrth  Besolutiou 
reads  thus : 

Besolved,  That  congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  gallantry  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been  sustained, 
in  various  combats,  during  the  late  war,  by  colonel  Van  Rensselaer, 
colonel  Fen  wick,  colonel  Newman,  colonel  Keed,  lieuteoant  colonel 
Appling,  lieutenant  colonel  Mitchell,  colonel  Williams  and  captain  Z. 
Taylor  J  and  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause 
an  elegant  sword  to  be  presented  to  each  of  the  aforesaid  officers.' 

Judge  Van  Ness  to  Sol.  Van  Sensaelagr. 
Dear  Sir,  New  York,  October  17,  1815, 

I  wrote  to  you  from  Claverach  on  the  4tli,  I  wished  to  have  seen  you 
when  I  was  at  Albany  a  few  days  before,  and  expected  to  have  had  that 
pleasure  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Abraham  V.  Vechtens.  I  wanted  to  have  said 
a  few  words  to  you  in  relation  to  a  certain  question  which  is  again  pressed 
upon  me  with  renewed  earnestness  and  zeal.  I  am  urged  to  consent  to  a 
measure  which  I  know  will  ruin  tne  if  it  succeeds,  and  I  am  told  the 
party  will  be  ruined  if  I  don't  consent.  I  take  it  for  granted  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  yield  contrary  to  my  wishes  —  my  feelings  —  my  interest  — 
and  my  judgment.  As  you  are  among  the  earliest  of  my  friends,  as  welt  as 
of  the  number  who  have  never  wavered  in  this  attachment  or  confidence, 
I  think  it  due  to  you  to  make  this  communication.  It  is  at  the  same  time 
expedient  that  nothing  should  be  said  about  it  as  coming  from  me. 

Your  letter  was  handed  to  me  in  the  City  this  morning.     As  far  as  I 

'  The  "  elegant  sword,"  however,  was  never  presented  to  Col.  Van 
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oan  contribute  to  getpatroDagefor  Wilkinson's  work,'  I  will  do  it  —  my 
efforts  will  be  ciroumscribed  however,  for  reasons  which  I  will  detail  when 
I  see  you.  The  course  1  am  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the  next  Election, 
will  be  decided  in  a  few  days  here.  1  think  from  present  appearances,  it 
is  afler  all,  not  improbable  that  I  shall  be  let  off.  fou  may  rely  upon  it, 
that  W  —  s  views  in  relation  to  the  Presidential  question  are  wholly  incor- 
rect and  his  plana  completely  impracticable.  We  never  oan  support 
Tompkins  and  ae  for  Clinton  be  is  so  perfectly  torpid  that  nothing  can  be 
done  by  or  for  him.  I  would  prefer  Monroe  to  Tompkins.  Wilkinson  is 
a  better  Soldier  than  Politician.  Hia  plans  are  visionary  you  may  rely 
upon  it.     I  enclose  his  letter  which  is  a  very  interesting  one. 

Yours  very  sincerely,  in  groat  haste, 

W.  W.  Van  Ness. 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esqr.,  Adjutant  General,  Albany. 

Gen.  Stephen  Van  Mensselaer  to  Sol.  Yarn,  Mensselam: 
My  Dear  Friend,  New  York-Peb.  18,  1816. 

I  owe  you  an  apology  for  not  sooner  answering  your  letter.  I  assure 
yon  it  was  not  from  want  of  attachment.  You  will  believe  me  when  I 
assure  you,  that  nest  to  my  own  family  you  are  most  dear  to  me.  I  have 
been  engaged  in  a  round  of  company,  and  part  of  the  time  the  children 
have  been  indisposed  with  severe  colds.  Nothing  would  give  me  greater 
pleasure  than  to  see  you  rewarded  by  our  Country,  for  your  services,  at 
least  our  Country  ought  to  take  the  lead  in  placing  you  in  Congress  or 
the  Legislature  as  you  may  select.  I  have  long  since  determined  to  retire, 
at  least  for  the  present  from  the  bustle  of  public  life.  I  return  Wilkin- 
son's letter  —  I  hope  he  will  give  an  impartial  account  of  our  affair  and  I 
do  not  fear  the  investigation  either  as  it  respects  courage  or  conduct.  I 
am  conscious  of  our  having  acted  from  the  best  of  motives  and  feel  proud 
that  our  enemies  cannot  attach  any  disgrace  on  either  of  us  notwithstand- 
ing their  endeavours,  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  Rensselaer  improves  — 
keep  him  to  his  studies.  I  want  him  to  have  a  regular  education.  Re- 
member me  to  your  good  wife  and  daughters  and  believe  me 

Ool.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, )  Yours  truly 

Ad.  General,  Albany.  J  8.  V.  I^ 


i.a. 

Died  — This  morning— Monday,  Sept.  9,  1816.  G-enoral  Henet  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age.  His  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, are  requested  to  attend  his  funeral,  tomorrow  afternoon,  at  3  ociock, 
from  his  late  residence. 

On  Tuesday  the  10th,  his  funeral  solemnities  were  attended,  by  a  large 
concourse  of  citizens,  and  by  a  masonic  and  military  procession  in  the 
following  order: 

Capt.  Olmsted's  City  Guards, 

Capt.  Judson's  Volunteer  Infantry 

Capt.  Stiiwell's  Artillery 

Under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ira  Jenkins,  and  Adjutant  Gilbert, 

and  accompanied  by  the  Albany  Band  of  Muaio 

with  drums  muffled,  &c. 
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Albany  Military  Association  in  full  uniform 
Masonic  Procession 
Consisting  of  Masters,  Temple  and  Mount  Vernon  Lodges. 
The  Pall  supported  by  eight  ofBcers  of  the 
"War  of  Independence,  Viz  ; 
John  Lansing  Junr,  .  Mattbew  Trotter, 

Stephen  Lush,  g,         Isaac  Bogart, 

Daniel  Hale,  g  Matthew  Gregory, 

John  H.  Wendell,  '^  S.  AV.  Johnson. 

Gen.  Van  Rensselaer's  Horse, 
Suitably  comparisoned,  and  led  by  two  servants  dressed 
in  mourning  with  white  turbans. 
Monrners. — Clergy. —  Physicians. —  Citizens. 

After  a  solemn  and  eloquent  prayer  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Bradford,  the  pro- 
cession moved  from  the  house  of  Adjutant  General  Solomon  Van  Rensse- 
laer, son  of  the  deceased,  in  North  Pearl  street,  through  South  Pearl 
street,  to  Cherry  Hill,  the  family  seat,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  the 
oity,  the  Bands  playing  a  solemn  dirge,  and  the  artillery  discharging 
minut*  guns,  until  the  body  was  deposited  in  the  family  burying  place, 
when  the  usual  masonic  solemnities  were  performed  by  Isaac  Hempstead, 
Master  of  Master's  Lodge,  and  the  ceremonies  were  closed  by  the  firing 
of  vollies,  by  the  Military  over  the  grave. 

The  scene  was  throughout  solemn  and  impressive.  The  ceremonies  were 
conducted  with  great  order  and  decorum  —  the  military  arrangements, 
though  made  on  short  notice,  were  executed  in  a  very  handsome  manner 
under  the  superintendence  of  Col.  Sebastian  Visscher,  and  weremuch  ad- 
mired and  applauded  by  the  very  great  concourse  of  peraons  who  were 
present  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  an  old  friend,  neighbor  and 
revolutionary  Soldier. 

General  Van  Rensselaer  went  early  into  the  Army  during  the  War  of 
Independence,  and  was  very  much  distinguished  for  his  bravery  and  good 
conduct,  conduct  which  secured  him  the  esteem,  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
Officers,  and  particularly  of  the  Commander  In  Chief.  He  was  in  several 
engagements,  during  which  he  uniformly  discovered  the  greatest  coolness 
and  courage.  In  July  1777  he  was  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  the  Enemy,  at 
Bort  Ann,  but  with  a  very  unequal  force  be  resisted  them  with  great  obsti- 
nacy and  success  until  he  learned  that  Ticonderoga  had  been  abandoned  by 
our  troops,  when  he  brought  his  men  off. 

On  that  occasion  he  received  a  wound  from  a  musket  shot,  the  effects  of 
which  he  severely  felt  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  ball  en- 
tered his  thigh,  broke  the  bone,  passed  by  and  lodged  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  limb.  The  wound  caused  him  a  great  deal  of  pain  and  distress  for 
many  years.  The  ball  was  never  extracted  until  since  his  death,  when  it 
was  taken  out  by  Dr.  WilliamBay,ofthisCity,  after  having  been  carried  by 
the  deceased  upwards  of  thirty-aineyears.  fuwroftbenienof  Gen.VanKens- 
selaer's  own  regiment-who  carried  htm  on  their  shoulders,  after  he  was 
wounded,  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles,  officiated  as  pall  bearers  at  his  funeral. 
[Genera!  Van  Rensselaer's  widow  Mrs,  Nanoy  G.  Van  Rensselaer  celebrated 
her  ninety-ninth  birth  day  on  the  25th  day  of  October  1874,  at  her  son's 
residence  in  Randolph,  N,  Y.  and  expresses  her  belief  that  she  will  live  to  see 
her  centennial  birth  day  and  meet  five  generations  at  this  grand  reunion 
Oct.  25, 1875.] 
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Geji.  Stephen  Van  Henaselaer  to  Soi.  Van,  Bensselaef. 
My  Dear  Sir,  New  York  Nov.  22d,  1816. 

Your  letter  and  the  enclosed  General  Order  was  received.  Will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  ask  Sutherland  to  issue  a  Division  Order  respecting 
the  Uniform.  [Under  new  General  Orders.]  I  have  determined  to  adopt 
the  Uniform  of  the  United  States  as  the  most  plain  and  less  expensive 
than  the  present  fashion.  Perhaps  you  had  better  give  him  a  draft  in 
the  regulations  for  the  several  departments  of  the  Army  of  the  U,  States, 
the  uniform  is  minutely  described.'  I  agree  with  you  that  we  have  no 
choice  between  the  contending  parties  farther  than  the  promotion  of  the 
public  good  may  demand  when  we  are  called  to  act.  Let  me  hear  from 
you  often,  I  will  send  Wilkinson's  letter.  Your  friend 

Adjt.  General  Van  Rensselaer,  Alhany.  S.  V,  Rensselaer. 

Gmieral  Letds  to  Sol.  Van  Bensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Staatsburg  Nov.  17,  1817. 

I  have  been  rather  dilatory  in  performing  my  promise,  though  I  hope 
the  inclosed  will  reach  you  in  time  for  your  purpose.  I  wish  you  a  success- 
ful result  to  your  Application,  and  that  your  allowance  may  be  adequate 
to  your  merits.  Present  my  best  respects  to  your  Wife  and  family,  to 
whom  also  Mrs,  Lewis  sends  her  love.  Your  friend, 


K.^^'T, 


Adjt.  Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany. 
Qqv.  Clinton  to  Qen.  i 
Dear  Sir,  Albany  29  Nov.  1817. 

No  man  in  this  State  has  a  deeper  hold  on  the  public  sympathies  for 
his  sufferings  by  wounds  received  in  1794  and  in  1812  than  the  present 
Adjt.  Genl.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  and  no  man  is  better  entitled  to  a 
liberal  compensation  from  the  National  Government.  His  case  will  be 
laid  before  the  President,  and  his  remuneration  ought  not  only  to  be  liberal, 
but  retrospeutive.  Let  me  solicit  the  earnest  interposition  of  you  and  your 
Colleagues  in  his  behalf.  I  am  yours  with  great  regard, 

DeWitt  Clinton. 

Major  Genera!  James  Talmadge,  M.  C.  Washington. 

Hufu^  King  to  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Senate  Chamber,  Mar,  17,  1818. 

I  may  have  omitted,  but  I  think  I  did  not,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Communication  of  the  13  of  feb?,  it  come  to  hand  in  due  course,  and 
is  in  the  possession  of  a  Comtc  of  the  H.  R.  which,  as  I  have  been  encour- 
aged to  hope  will  report  a  Bill  in  your  Favor. 

I  beg  you  to  be  persuaded  my  dear  Sir,  that  your  friends  here,  and  they 
are  many,  are  doing  what  they  are  able  to  accomplish  your  very  just  Expect- 
ations. Very  faithfully  and  respectfuily  Yr.  oh.  Servant, 

Col.  S.  Van  Rensselaer.  EuFus  King, 

'The  uniform  of  the  Divieion  of  Cavalry  by  aGunecalOrdoc  of  the  Otli  Novemlier 
1816  of  the  late  Commander  in  Cliiof  (Gov.  Tompkins)  was  left  by  Gov.  Clinton 
to  be  flsed  by  Major  Qen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 
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April  11,  1818.  Since  the  determination  of  the  friends  of  the  Adju- 
tant General,  —  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  —  to  eleot  this  gentleman  a  repre- 
sentative to  Congress  has  been  mentioned,  and  particularlj  siuoe  his  nomi- 
nation by  the  County  Coavention,  we  have  heard  many  doubts  suggested 
whether  it  mould  be  either  prudent  or  expedient  for  him  to  jeopardize 
the  office  which  he  now  fills  with  so  much  credit  to  himself,  and  honor 
and  advantage  to  the  state,  by  accepting  another  which  cannot  be  a  source 
of  profit.  If  there  is  a  man  in  the  Republic  who  has  claims  upon  the 
gratitude  and  support  of  his  country,  that  man  is  Solomon  Van  Rensse- 
laer. But  as  our  present  object  is  not  panegyric,  we  forbear  to  recount 
the  services,  the  exploits  and  the  sufferings  of  this  honorable  and  high 
minded  citizen  soldier.  They  are  well  known,  and  will  brighten  the 
pages  of  our  history,  when  many  of  those  dmeUed  insects  whom  chance 
has  elevated  within  a  few  years,  to  the  highest  stations  in  our  country, 
will  be  forgotten,  or  remembered  only  to  be  despised.  But,  he  is  a  Fede- 
ralist. And  it  is  a  truth  of  notoriety,  that  owing  to  the  narrow  policy 
of  the  General  Government,  sinoe  the  days  of  G-en.  Washington,  instead 
of  bestowing  upon  him  those  honors  and  rewards  which  he  has  earned 
with  his  blood,  he  has  been  singled  out  as  an  object  of  persecution,  envy 
and  chilling  neglect. 

As  the  General  advances  in  years,  the  wound  through  his  lungs  becomes 
more  troublesome,  and  it  is  feared  will  take  him  prematurely  to  his  grave. 
Bis  Physicians  have  repeatedly  recommended  to  him  a  temporary  change 
of  climate;  and  in  consequence  of  this  recommendation,  the  General  is 
induced  to  accept  the  nomination,  in  order  to  try  the  effect  of  the  climate 
at  Washington.  His  Physicians  are  of  opinion  that  the  most  salutary 
effects  upon  his  constitution,  will  flow  from  this  measure. 

With  respect  to  his  office  as  Adjutant  General,  the  matter  is  satisfactorily 
arranged,  so  that  the  public  service  will  not  suffer  by  his  absence  during 
the  session  or  that  the  State  will  be  deprived  of  his  invaluable  services  in 
consequence.  His  duties  and  arrangements  can  principally  be  attended 
to  before  he  will  be  obliged  to  leave  this  city;  and  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  impressed  with  a  full  belief  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  has 
magnanimously  offered  to  perform  himself  the  incidental  duties  of  his  office 
during  his  absence,  it  is  a  noble  and  generous  proffer  of  Governor  Clinton. 

April  24th  of  this  year,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer's  appointment  as  Adju- 
tant General,  an  office  retained,  so  long,  in  times  when  there  was  much 
party  spirit  and  much  acrimony  on  both  sides,  was  confirmed  for  still 
another  term ;  and  in  May  there  was  no  opposition  to  the  election  of  the 
Adjutant  General  as  a  member  of  Congress. 

Oar  Father's  politcal  and  civil  services  rendered  to  his  Country  and 
Stat«  irrespective  of  party  or  personal  considerations,  are  entitled  to  as 
great  a  celebrity  as  his  Military  career.  Viewed  from  either  stand  point, 
he  established  for  himself,  a  character  as  exalted,  honorable  and  high 
minded  as  his  children  could  desire,  and  equally  as  gratifying,  of  which 
they  may  well  feel  proud. 

A  friend  writes :  "  Prom  an  early  day  I  learned  to  admire  Qenl. 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer's  heroic  qualities,  high  order  of  talent  and, 
amiable  disposition.  And  knowing  him  as  I  did  from  boyhood  upward, 
my  eye  has  been  upon  him.  A  nobler  looking  man,  a  more  indulgent 
'     '       '  md  father  or  kinder  hearted  friend  I  never  knew." 
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"DKWiTTCLiNTONiGovernorof  the  State  of  New  York,  Genera!  and  Com- 

inander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia,  and  Admiial  of  the  Nay  j  of  the  same : 

To  Solomon  Van  Rbnsselaee  —  Greeting ; 

Kepoaing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence  in  jour  Conduct,  Patriotism, 
and  Valour,  I  do,  by  these  Presents,  Commission  by  Brevet,  and  assign 
you,  the  said  SotOMON  Van  Rensselabr  to  be  A  Major  General  in 
the  Militia  of  the  said  State,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment in  the  premise  shall  be  signified  and  made  known.  You  are  there- 
fore, in  the  mean  time,  pursuant  to  the  trust  hereby  reposed  in  jou,  to  take 
the  said  Militia  into  jour  care,  as  Major  General  thereof  and  faithfully 
to  observe  and  foUoiy  all  Instructions,  Directions,  and  Orders,  which  you 
may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  said 
State  for  the  time  being,  and  from  others  jour  superior  Offioers,  according 
to  the  Laws  organizing  and  regulating  the  Militia,  and  the  Rules  and  Dis- 
cipline of  War. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  Seal  for  Military  Commis- 
sions to  be  hereunto  af&sed,  at  the  City  of  Albany,  the  twentj-fourth  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen 
and  in  the  f     y  d  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States. 

De  Witt  Clinton. 

This  C  mm  n  1  a  the  Seal  with  the  word  "  Excelsior"  —  State  of 
New  Yo  k  —  p  d  it,  and  was  given  June  24,  1818.  The  Commis- 
sion of  M  J      G  n    al  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Council  of  Ap- 

"In  consequence  of  an  act  passed  at  the  session  of  the  leigislature  of 
New  York  state,  entitled  "an  act  of  honor  to  General  Richard  Mont- 
gomery," authorizing  the  governor  to  take  such  measures  as  he  should 
deem  expedient  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  government  of  Canada,  to 
the  removal  of  the  remains  of  the  general,  it  was  expected  that  a  formal 
delegation  would  have  been  sent  by  his  excellency  to  Quebec.  Infor- 
mation, however,  had  been  received  that  the  provincial  government  deter- 
mined not  to  comply  with  any  formal  request  from  the  government  of  this 
State  upon  the  subject ;  although  the  governor-in-ohief  (Sir  John  Sher- 
brooke)  had  expressed  &  perfect  willingness  to  surrender  the  remains  at  the 
request  of  the  widow  of  the  lamented  general.  In  order,  therefore,  to  efi'eot 
thobeBevolentatidpatrioticobjeet,  Col.  Lewis  Livingston,a  nephew  of  Gen. 
Montgomery  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Montgomery,  and  with  the  approbation 
of  the  governor  of  NewYork  state,  proceeded  a  few  weeks  since  to  Quebec 
for  that  purpose.  The  request  of  Mra.  Montgomery  to  Governor  Sher- 
brooke,  to  allow  his  remains  to  be  disinterred  and  conveyed  to  New  York, 
was  readily  complied  with,  and  Col,  Livingston  was  treated  with  much 
politeness  and  attention   on  this  interesting  occasion  in  the  year  1818. 

Mr.  James  Thompson  of  Quebec  who  was  one  of  the  chief  engineers  at 
the  time  of  the  storming. of  the  city,  and  assisted  in  burying  the  general, 
also  assisted  in  the  disinterraeut,  making  an  affidavit  to  the  identitj  of  the 
body  ;  he  was  ninety  years  of  age  when  the  remains  were  taken  up.  Richard 
Montgomery  was  horn  in  Ireland  in  1737,  was  with  Gen.  Wolfe  at  the 
storming  of  Quebec  in  1759  when  both  Wolfe  and  the  French  General 
Montcalm  fell,  he  then  quitted  his  re^ment  and  returoed  to  England. 
In  1772  he  again  came  to  America,  espoused  the  cause  of  the  colonists  and 
in  1775  he  left  on  the  rock  of  Quebec  his  blood,  and  tohisoonntry  the 
legacy  of  his  fame ;  purchased  at  the  sad  moment  when,  with   his  sword 
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waving  over  his  head,  he  rushed  forward  to  the  pickets  to  meet  the  dia- 
charge  of  a  wall-piece  from  a  neighboring  bouae  which  stretched  the  truly 
nobleinanlifelesson  the  bloody  snow.  His  mangled  body  had  been  carefully 
deposited  in  tho  sepulchral  vault,  where  itrested  unmindful  of  the  stormy 
strife  of  conteudiug  armies.  But  now,  after  a  lapse  of  forty-three 
years,  the  precious  relics  were  to  be  restored  to  hia  country's  care  and  re- 
ceive the  honors  so  justly  his  due.  Having  obtained  and  with  great  care 
secured  the  remains.  Col.  Livingston  repaired  without  parade,  and  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible  to  Whitehall,  from  whence  he  im me  " 
nounoed  his  arrival  and  sucess  to  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Qao.  Clinton  to  Sol.  Van  EeneaelasT. 
Dear  Sir,  Staten  Island  16  June,  1818. 

My  knee  ie  much  better.  Dr.  Hosaok  says  that  every  thing  is  in  its 
proper  place,  and  that  I  will  recover,  Mrs  C's  health  is  rather  worse.  I 
send  you  all  the  brevets  in  my  possesaion.  On  the  book  ease  in  my  front 
office  there  is  a  large  parcel.  Will  you  get  the  key  from  the  Recorder, 
[Philip  S,  Parker]  procure  and  forward  the  whole  to  me  to  the  care  of 
Ool.  Ferris  Pell,  New  York.  I  approve  of  your  arrangement  relative  to 
Capt.  William's  Compan^y.  I  return  the  paper  ;  as  soon  as  possible  I  will 
issue  the  G-eneral  order  m  the  case  of  Montgomery's  remains. 

Ever  Yours  Sincerely, 

DeWitt  Clinton. 

Amongst  my  other  afflictions  it  is  some  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that 
Drs.  Post,  Rodgers,  Francis  and  others  oonour  in  the  opinion  that  every 
thing  about  my  knee  is  in  its  proper  place  and  that  time  will  effect  a  per- 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer  —  Adjutant  General,  Albany. 

Head  Quarters,  Albany,  29th  June  1818. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  received  intelligence  from  Ool.  L. 
Livingston,  that  the  remains  of  Gbneeal  Richard  MoNTQoMEaT  have 
been,  agreeably  to  instructions  given  to  him,  conveyed  from  the  city  of 
Quebec  to  the  village  of  White  Ha!I,  in  this  state;  and  being  desirous  of 
manifesting  all  proper  respect  for  the  memory  of  a  distinguished  hero, 
who  fell  glorioEsly  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  America,  has  thought  pro- 
per to  direct  the  following  arrangements  on  this  solemn  occasion.  The  re- 
mains of  General  Montgomery  will  be  conveyed  to  the  city  of  New  York 
and  deposited  near  the  monument  erected  to  his  memory  in  St,  Panls 
church:  and  in  order  that  this  may  be  done  in  the  moat  respectful  aod- 
honorable  manner,  the  Adjutant  General  is  specially  charged  with  its  es- 
eoution  and  will  proceed  immediately  to  White  Hall  for  that  purpose. 

Brigadier  General  Weaterlo  will  give  orders  for  suitable  escorts  of  cav- 
alry to  attend  the  remains.  The  cavalry  of  Washington,  Rensselaer  and 
Albany  counties  will  perform  this  service  in  their  respective  counties. 

The  remains  will  be  received  by  the  militia  of  the  city  of  Albany  with 
military  honors,  at  the  north  line  of  the  city,  on  the  4th  of  July,  escorted 
to  the  Capitol  and  deposited  in  the  Council  Chamber  under  a  guard :  min- 
ute guns  will  be  fired  on  the  entrance  of  the  procession. 

Col.  Ganaevoort  and  Col.  Henry  Livingston,  aids  of  the  commander-in- 
Chief,  will  in  oonjuQction  with  Ool.  L.  Livingston,  proceed  on  the  6th  of 
July  from  the  city  of  Albany  with  the  remains  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
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and  cause  them  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Grovetnor's  room  in  the  City  Hall ; 
and  on  W-ednesday  the  8th  of  July,  the  funeril  solemnities  will  take  place, 
tinder  the  directiou  of  the  Society  of  the  Oineinnati,  who  will  select  offi- 
cers of  the   revolutionary  army  to  beat  tte  pall. 

Major  General  Morton  will  direct  the  military  arrangements  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  The  Commissary  General  and  the  Commissary  of  the 
Division  of  Artillery,  will  see  to  the  necessary  issues  of  ammuQition.  The 
municipal  authorities  of  the  cities  of  New  York,  Alhany  and  Troy,  are 
respectfully  invited  to  co-operate  ;  and  the  Coram  a  nder-in- Chief  takes 
pleasure  in  the  persuiaion,  that  all  his  fellow  eitizeas  will  unite  with 
alacrity  and  cheerfulness  in  these  solemn  demonstrations  of  respect.  In 
rendering  due  honor  to  illustrious  heroes  and  statesmen,  we  not  only 
reward  distinguished  merit,  hut  excite  to  new  achievements  of  patriotism 
and  glory ;  and  an  enlightened  and  public-spirited  people,  under  the 
guardian  of  justice  and  policy,  will  never  withhold  their  cordial  co-ope- 
ration. 

By  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjutant  General. 

Oeneral  Orders. 

Head  Quarters,  Alhany  June  29th,  1818. 

Ool.  John  Williams  will  order  out  a  Troop  of  Dragoons  from  his  Eegi- 
ment  to  assemble  at  Whitehall  in  Washington  County  precisely  at  six 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  nest  Thursday,  to  escort  the  remains  of  the 
gallant  but  unfortunate  Montgomery,  by  the  way  of  Salem  to  Buskirk'a 
Bridge,  where  the  troop  mill  be  relieved  by  one  from  Col.  Knickerbocker's 
Regiment. 

The  adjutant  general's  official  report,  to  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton, 
on  the  occasion,  will  be  found  very  interesting. 

"In  conformity  to  the  ordera  of  your  Excellency  of  29th  Inst.  I  pro- 
ceeded on  for  White  Hall  in  Washington  County,  and  after  making  on 
my  rout  some  preliminary  arrangements  with  Cols.  Knickerbocker  and 
Williams  in  relation  to  an  escort  of  Dragoons  for  removal  of  the  remains 
of  the  gallant  but  unfortunate  Gen.  Montgomery,  I  reached  that  place 
early  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday  1st  July,  where  I  found  Lewis  Liv- 
ingston Esqr.,towhom  I  delivered  the  brevet  Colonel's  Commissions  with 
wbieh  your  Excellency  bad  intrusted  to  my  charge.  The  remains  of 
Gcnl.  Montgomery  were  safely  lodged  in  a  store  house  on  the  steamboat 
wharf.  That  evening  Col.  John  Williams  of  8alem  appeared  at  the  head 
of  two  troops  of  Dragoons  of  his  Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tains McClelland  and  Cook,  and  early  the  next  morning  this  detachment 
paraded  to  perform  the  solemn  duty  for  which  they  were  assigned.  The 
line  of  March  was  taken,  precisely  at  7  o'clock  in  the  following  order : 
First,  Col.  WiHiama  Dragoons.  Next,  the  Corpse,  followed  by  Col.  Liv- 
ingston and  myself.  3d  Citizens;  and  lastly  a  rear  guard  of  Dragoons. 
Minute-guns  were  fired  from  Navy  Point  by  order  of  the  gallant  Lieut. 
Budd,  who  with  a  great  number  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  White 
Hall  accompanied  the  procession  to  West  Granville,  a  distance  of  nine 
miles;  where  I  found  a  great  concourse  of  people,  and  salutes  were  fired 
on  the  occasion. 

At  East  Granville  a  large  collection  of  people,  and  a  fine  Band  of  Music 
were  in  waiting  and  the  usual  espression  of  regret  for  the  unfortunate 
dead  waa  shown.     At  about  5  o'clock  that  afternoon  we  reached  Salem 
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and  were  eseoTted  into  the  Town  bj  the  Military  and  Citizens  with  inoara- 
ing  badges  on  the  left  arm  ;  their  Colors  and  Drums  dressed  in  the  like 
manner,  and  by  request,  the  Coffin  was  oonvejed  to  the  house  of  Judge 
Blanchard  and  guarded  for  the  night  by  the  Military.  At  sis  o'clock  the 
nest  morniag  the  escort  resumed  its  march,  in  a  steady  rain,  which  coa- 
tinned  all  day.  At  ten  o'clock  reached  the  division  line  between  Wash- 
ington and  Rensselaer  Counties,  where  Col.  Williams  and  his  detachment 
were  relieved  by  Captains  Ford  and  Follitt's  Troops  of  Dragoons  com- 
manded by  Col.  Harman  Koiokerbooker  who  was  to  have  been  accompanied 
by  about  20  respectable  and  wealthy  old  farmers  from  Scbaghticoke, 
headed  by  Cols.  Knickerbocker  and  Groesbeck  from  75  to  90  years  of  ago, 
whose  farms  are  all  adjoining,  and  who  still  retain  the  habits  and  customs 
of  their  fathers,  bat  were  prevented  by  the  incessant  rain  of  that  day,  a 
grievance  to  the  old  veterans.  Before  I  reached  Lansingbnrg,  I  was  met 
by  Majors  Marcy  and  Deforest,  and  the  Officers  of  Colonel  yates'  Regi- 
ment in  uniform,  with  a  number  of  Citizens  in  carriages  and  on  horseback. 

At  5  o'clock  I  found  the  Corporation  of  Troy,  headed  by  the  venerable 
old  soldier  Col,  Paulding  (the  Mayor)  and  a  great  collection  of  the  Citi- 
aens  at  the  north  bounds  of  that  City,  among  whom  were  Genls.  Van 
Ness  and  Thomas;  Col,  Lane  and  many  other  worthies  of  those  trying 
days  when  Montgomery  fell.     The  cavalcade  was  unusually  fine. 

Hia  reniaios  were  deposited  in  the  Court  bouse  protected  by  a  Military 
guard,  where  I  found  Mr,  Mead  of  Albany,  with  the  superb  Coffin  made 
under  the  direction  of  your  Bscellency  and  in  which  the  remains  of  Gen . 
Montgomery  were  deposited  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Corporation.  The  arrangements  of  the  Corporation  of  Troy  were 
so  perfect,  and  the  military  part  under  the  command  of  Col.  H.  Koicker- 
booker  so  well  executed,  that  the  procession  was  in  motion  before  7  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  and  by  eight  o'clock,  the  berse,  with  the 
remains  of  Genl.  Montgomery,  moved  into  the  boat,  under  the  discharge 
of  Minute-guns,  and  attended  to  the  waters  edge  by  the  Corporation,' an 
immense  number  of  Citizens,  and  the  Military  drawn  up  in  open  order  in 
great  style.  While  at  Gibbonsville  (West  Troy),  in  passing  the  U.  S. 
Arsenal,  minute-guns  also  were  fired  and  Major  Larahy  had  bis  detach- 
ment drawn  up  on  each  side  of  the  road,  I  feel  under  great  obligation  to 
him  for  the  escort  he  furnished  and  his  own  personal  attendance. 

The  Corporation  of  Albany,  the  Citizens  and  MiHtary,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut,  Ool.  Lagrange  as  Marshal  of  the  day,  were  drawn  up  in 
order  at  the  North  bounds  of  the  City  at  10  o'clock,  and  precisely  at  that 
hour  we  met  them.  As  the  movement  here,  was  under  the  eye  of  your 
Excellency,  I  shull  not  pretend  to  go  into  particulars  The  p  11  wSs 
borne  by  patriots  of  the  Kevolution,  two  of  those —  Cols  John  \  ssi-her 
and  Nicholas  Van  Uensselaer,  were  with  the  gallant  min  whose  remains 
have  been  treated  with  so  much  respect  and  veneration  from  White  Hall 
to  this  place,  when  he  fell  at  Quebec.  Captain  Ten  Fyck  Lansma  s 
Company  had  the  honor  of  guarding  the  Council  Chambei  from  Saturday 
until  this  morning,  and  fired  the  minute  guns.  Captains  Judson  and 
Williams'  company  performed  as  usual,  well.  In  appearance  ind  conduct 
the  Companies  of  those  gallant  officers,  Majors  Worth  and  Birdsall  of 
U,  S.  Army,!  were  such  as  would  naturally  be  expected  from  such  dis 
tinguished    Officers,     A  detachment  of  a    Subalterns    gujtd  of    Maior 

'  July  13th,  Major  Birdaall 
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Worth's  Com  pan  y,  under  the  Commaad  of  Lieut. performs  the  military 

duty  on  board  of  the  Steamboat. 

I  have  ooly  to  add,  the  arrangements  this  morning,  under  Major  Ten 
Eyek,  my  Aid-deOamp,  were  prompt  and  military,  and  that  he  gives  evi- 
dence of  fature  promise.  Before  I  close  this  hasty  report,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  repeating  the  great  obligation  I  feel  myself  under  to  Cots.  Williams, 
Knickerbocker  and  Livingston,  for  their  zealous  support  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duty  your  Escellency  entrusted  to  me. 
I  am,  with  great  respect 

Your  Excellency's  Obedt  &  humble  Servt. 
To  His  Excellency,      >  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adj.  General. 

De  Witt  Chnton,  j      Albany,  July  6,  1818. 

On  the  lid  of  the  splendid  cofEn  was  placed  a  superb  piece  of  silver 
plate,  engraved  by  Messrs.  Shepherd  and  Boyd  of  Albany,  with  the  fol- 
lowing inscription ;  a!so  another  plate  of  gold,  bearing  the  arms  of  the 

"  The  State  or  New  York 
In  Honor  of 
Geneeal  Richard  Montgomery, 
who  fell  gloriously  fighting  for  the  independence  and 
liberty  of  the  United  States  before  the  walls  of  Quebec, 
the  31st  of  December,  1776,  caused  these  remains  of 
the  distinguished  hero  to  he  conveyed  from  Quebec,  and 
deposited,  on  the  8th  day  of  Jaly,  1818,  in  St.  Paul's 
Church,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  near  the  monument 
erected  to  his  memory  by  the  United  States." 

The  bearers  were,  John  Lansing,  jun.  (chancellor),  Stephen  Lnsh, 
John  H,  Wendell,  John  Gates  [was  also  at  Quebec],  John  Visscher, 
Matthew  Trotter,  Wilhelmus  Ryckman,  Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer,  EUas 
WiHard,  John  Shaw,  Samuel  Lewis  of  Saratoga,  and  John  Ten  Broeck  of 
Hudson,  On  Monday  the  pall  was  borne  to  the  steamboat  by  the  same 
gentlemen,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Lewis  and  Col.  Ten  Broeck,  and 
with  the  addition  of  Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  and  Matthew  G-regory,  also 
revolutionary  soldiers. 

During  the  movement  of  the  proeessicfn  to  the  Capitol,  minute-guns 
were  fired  and  the  bells  of  the  eity  tolled.  The  remains  were  kept  at  the 
Capitol,  guarded  by  Capt.  Lansings's  company  of  artillery,  until  Monday 
morning,  when  they  were  removed,  escorted  by  the  military,  and  attended 
by  the  corporation,  and  a  great  number  of  citizens,  to  the  steamboat  Rich- 
mond, and  Cols  H.  Livingston  and  Peter  Gansevoort  (aids  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor)  and  Col.  L,  Livingsten,  accompanied  them  to  New 
York,  escorted  by  a  subaltern's  guard  of  United  States  troops  from  Major 
Worth's  detachment.     On  Sunday,  the  adjutant  general,  very  obligingly 


attended  several  hours  at  the  Capi 
"  our  citizens  who  desired  it,  witi 
The  whole  proceedings  from  Whi 
id  the  eagerness  displayed  by  all  olaasea  and  description  of  people,  to  testify 


tol,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  thoa 
itehall  to  this  place,  upon  this  ' 


r  profoand  respect  and  veneration  for.  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  is 
highly  creditable  to  the  feelings,  patriotism  and  character  of  our  citizens. 
The  peculiarly  appropriate  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  remains,  rendered  the 
ooeasiou  doubly  interesting  —  it  being  the  anniversary  of  that  Freedom, 
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for  the  achievement  of  which  Montgomeev  Fell  !  The  respect  due 
to  the  meniorj  of  so  exalted  a  character  as  that  of  Gen.  Montgomery,  was 
paid  to  his  remains  by  the  citizens  of  Hudson  as  the  steamboat  passed  on 
her  way  to  New  Yorlc.  The  military  and  citizens,  to  the  number  of  about 
8000  asaembled  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  an  appropriate  number  of  miniite- 
guns  were  fired  as  the  boat  moved  gently  down  with  the  current.  The 
flag  was  suspended  half  way  up  the  flag-staff,  and  the  shipping  at  the 
wharfs  also  appeared  with  their  colors  at  half-mast.  At  New  York  the 
remains  of  General  Montgomery  were  deposited  with  citic  and  military 
honors.  The  funeral  service  was  read  in  a  solemn  and  impressive  man- 
ner by  the  Eight  Rev.  Bishop  Hobart,  and  a  short  but  eloquent  eulogium 
pronounced  by  the  Rev,  Dr.  Mason.  The  remains  were  then  committed 
to  the  ground,  and  volties  of  mnsketrj  fired  in  the  churchyard  by  de- 
tachments from  the  artillery,  acting  as  infantry,  and  from  the  governor's 
guard.  In  New  York  city  the  pall-bearers  were  Ool  Variek  (president 
of  the  Cincinnati,)  Col.  Trumbnll,  Col.  North  fien  M  Clarkson,  Col. 
M.  Willett,  Col.  Fish,  Capt.  Trebout  and  Gen   Ulei, 

The  hearse  and  coffin  were  very  splendid  and  were  flanked  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  United  States  Infantry,  under  Lieut  Belknap  followed  by  a 
horse  caparisoned  in  black,  and  with  the  usual  aoLompaniments  of  military 
mourning.     The  exhibition  was  in^posing,  magnificent  iind  solemn. 

The  annexed  inscription  was  copied  from  the  Monument  in  St.  Paul's 
church-yard,  placed  in  front  of  the  church  itself.  "  This  monument  is 
erected  by  the  order  of  congress,  25th  Jan.,  1776,  to  transmit  to  posterity 
a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  patriotism,  conduct,  enterprise,  and  perse- 
Teranee,  of  Maj.  Gen.  Riohabd  Montgomery,  who  after  a  series  of 
successes  amid  the  most  discouraging  difficulties,  fell  in  the  attack  on 
Quebec,  31st  Dec,  1775  aged  37  years.  The  state  of  New  York  caused 
the  remains  of  Maj.  Gen  Richard  Montgomery  to  be  conveyed  from  Quebee 
and  deposited  beneath  this  monaraent  the  8th  day  of  July,  1818."  ' 

Son.  John  Lovett  to  Solomon  Van  B^naaetmr. 
My  dear  Sir,  Schuyler's  Hill,  Thursday  morniog. 

Time,  place,  and  circumstances  prevented  last  evening  my  direct  reply 
to  your  verbal  communication.  The  solicitude  you  have  long  manifested 
for  a  reeoneiliation  between  Judge  William  W.  Van  Ness  and  myself, 
afi'ords  anew,  but  needless  pledge  of  your  honorable  friendship.  Misfor- 
tune must,  I  think,  have  exhausted  nearly  her  whole  quiver  of  keen  arrows 
at  me ;  but  no  one  ever  pierced  deeper,,  than  that  which  severed  the  cord 
of  intimacy  between  Judge  Van  Ness  and  myself.  Ipondered;  wondered; 
and  regretted ;  and,  had  it  been  possible  to  persuade  myself  that  I  was 
not  injured,  I  should  have  done  it.  I  could  not.  I  could  not  thus  murder 
the  friend  in  my  own  bosom,  honestly  testifying  in  the  cause  of  my  honor. 
The  evidence  of  injury  was,  to  me,  conclusive  :  and  painful  as  was  the 
task,  I  decided  by  it.  Of  the  facts,  /am  a  competent  judge;  of  the 
motives,  Judge  Van  Ness  must  judge  alone.     If  it  was  intention,  I  lament 

'  Albany  July  4th,  1818. 

General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Dr.  To  Henry  Shaw. 

To  Making  Wads  at  tke  time  General  Montgomery's  Btaies  Arrived  at 

Albany $4.50 

Cash  Paid  for  Horse  hire  to  go  to  Gibbonsville  to  see  after  Cannon, 1.35 

Caali  paid  to  Carman  for  carrying  Wads  on  the  Hill, , , .       0. 35 

Eeod.  payment  C.  A.  TenEyck  for  Henry  Shaw.  |0.0O 
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and  resent  it;  if  inadvertence,  I  am  sorry  it  was  not  promptly  avowed. 
M  SI  premimption,  too  far  urged  upon  good  nature,  I  grieve  that  the  shaft 
was  not  withdrawn,  when  it  was  manifest  that  the  wound  fostered. 
Whether  I  was  riglit,  ov  wrong,  Judge  Van  Ness  ought  to  have  spoken  to 
mo.  If  I  was  right,  the  path  was  clear  —  he  owed  me  an  apology.  If 
wrong,  it  waa  the  duty  of  his  friendship  to  chide  me.  Tov,  know,  that  I 
seek  not  to  multiply  the  thorns  which  beset  my  path  :  and  G-OD  knows, 
that  my  mangled  heart  can  bear  but  few  more  thrusts.  But  my  life  and 
my  honor  must  make  a  contemporaneous  exit.  I  would  never  press  a 
friend,  in  error,  to  the  extreme  of  apology  ;  to  know  that  he  is  satisfied 
thereof,  and  regrets  the  circumsla/nce,  is  enough  for  me.  /aak  no  more  : 
honor  cannot  ask  less.  On  that  ground  I  will  give  Judge  Van  Ness  my 
hand,  and  my  heart  will  warm  it.  I  seek  friendship  with  all  men  ;  hut 
mostly  those  who  are  my  Couatry'a  friends  ;  yet  I  cannot  reach  so  far  for 
friendship  as  to  lose  my  balance  and  plunge  into  disgrace.  I  cannot  he- 
come  the  object  of  ray  own  contempt ;  'tis  the  worst  of  suicide ;  nor  can 
I  play  the  hypocrite,  and  reach  my  hancf  while  my  heart  says  no.  I  writ« 
this  in  haste  (7  o'clock  a.  m.),  as  I  must  go  early  to  my  office.  If  I  ad- 
vance a  single  incorrect  sentiment,  be  you  my  impartial  judge,  and  point 
to  it  with  the  finger  of  friendship.  Yours  most  truly. 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Cherry  Hill.  John  Lovbtt. 

"la  June,  1817,  Mr.  Lovett  went  on  an  e^cnrsion  to  the  western 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  re.'^idence  for  himself  and  family 
ftom  which  he  never  returned.  He  located  at  Fort  Meigs  on  the  river 
Maumee;  the  hank  of  the  river  at  the  little  village  of  Perrysburg  —  oom- 
menoed  by  Mr,  Lovett  and  named  after  Commodore  0.  H.  Perry  —  is 
almost  one  hundred  feet  in  height.  The  chaoge  in  the  manner  of  living 
and  the  hardships  incident  to  an  unsettled  country,  proved  too  severe 
at  so  late  a  period  of  life,  aod  brought  on  a  degree  of  debility,  under 
^hich  he  languished  many  months,  and  to  which  he  finally  fell  a  victim  : 
Died.  At  Fort  Meigs,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  August  1818,  the  Hon.  John 
Lovett  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  aged  68  years.  As  a  companion  and  friend, 
rarely  has  the  world  beheld  one  bis  superior.  His  coloquial  powers  were 
almost  unrivaled,  his  wit  flashed  on  every  occasion,  his  humor  was  proba- 
bly never  excelled.  He  twice  represented  the  district  in  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States.  In  that  situation  he  discharged  his 
duties  with  great  fidelity  and  punctuality.  His  devotion  to  his  country 
was  unbounded,  and  he  was  ever  deeply  interested  in  its  prosperity.  He 
was  a  staunch  federalist,  but  went  with  his  party  when  in  1812  the  Fede- 
ralists coalesced  with  the  CHntonian  Democrats  beca  e  consc  ous  f  the  r 
inability  to  elect  a  candidate  of  their  own." 

6e>i.  Stephen.  F«ft  Rensselaev  to  Sol  V     Se  s  1/  er 
My  dear  Sir,  Charleston   Jaoy  9th   1819 

Your  letter  was  very  interesting  to  me  at  th  &  d  stance  irom  all  whom  I 
hold  dear.  I  am  happy  to  find  our  Agricultural  S  c  ety  was  gan  zed  so 
harmoniously  and  I  am  satisfied  with  the  jud  c  oat  cl  o  ce  f  Managers 
with  one  exception  —  myself.  Watson  has  wr  tte  to  me  that  now  he  s 
going  to  organize  one  in  Rensselaer  County  and  n  odestly  asks  from  me 
the  same  patronage  that  I  afibrd  to  Albany  and  al  to  offe  a  Farm  n 
fee  to  the  best  Cultivator  of  a  Farm  &c.  &c.  I  shall  not  b  backward  n 
subscribing  provided  it  ie  supported  by  Men  of  P  operty  n  Troy  and 
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LanaiQgburgh.  Your  Bill  T  am  advised  will  pass  the  Senate  —  aa  well  as 
the  other  branch  as  honorably, ^  Pray  write  to  me  what  is  doing  at  Albany, 
who  will  be  Senator  and  who  Judges  &c.,  all  the  intrigues,  aod  how 
Clinton  stands.  I  am  pleased  that  he  is  to  he  married  so  well.  Mrs.  S. 
unites  with  me  in  regards  to  your  good  Lady  and  amiable  Daughters  — 
tell  Rensselaer  I  hope  he  is  very  studious.  Kespeets  to  Jacob  and  all 
friends  from  Your  friend, 

My  health  is  improved  in  this  mild  climate.         8.  V.  Rensselaer. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjt.  General,  Albany  N.  Y. 

Judge  Vttn  JPm  to  8ol.  Van  Rensselaer. 
My  dear  Solomon,  Hudson,  14th  July,  1819. 

I  received  your  letter  &  thank  you  for  it. 

The  Council  has  done  nobly,  tho'  there  are  several  removals  which 
ought  to  have  been  made,  as  wellin  this  County  as  elsewhere,  at  the  same 
time  I  must  not  be  considered  as  a  grumbler  —  much  good  has  been  doue, 
and  the  effect  I  do  not  doubt,  will  be  extensively  useful  and  beneflcial. 
The  Governor  has  certainly  acted  with  the  utmost  liberality  &  firmness, 
and  given  a  character  to  his  administration  which  is  very  much  needed. 
The  battle  is  however  but  barely  begun,  and  unless  he  himself  and  his 
friends  at  Albany  are  indefatigable  va  their  esertions,  you  may  rely  upon 
it,  all  may  yet  be  lost. 

I  have  just  understood  that  Van  Buren  [Martin  Van  Buren,  attorney- 
general,]  has  left  Albany  on  an  excursion  which  will  take  him  about  a 
fortnight  —  where  has  he  gone  ?  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  on  a  visit  to  such 
of  the  Democratic  members  in  Montgomery  &  elsewhere  as  he  can  welt 
operate  upon.  It  ought  to  be  counteracted  at  once  by  the  friends  of  the 
Governor.     I  will  see  you  at  the  August  term. 

Yours  affectionately, 

Gea.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer.  W.  W.  Van  Ness. 

The  coimcil  of  revision  consisted  of  the  governor,  chancellor,  chief 
justice,  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court.  At  this  time  James  Kent  was 
the  chancellor ;  Smith  Thompson,  chief  justice;  Ambrose  Spencer,  William 
W.  Van  Ness,  Joseph  0.  Vates,  Jouas  Piatt  were  justices  of  the  supreme 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  had  received  his  commission  to  be  a  major 
general,  from  the  council  of  appointment  in  March,  and  subsequently  we 
find  him  laboring  on  the  political  arena  at  Washington.  He  served  the 
two  consecutive  sessions  as  a  member  in  congress  faithfully  and  ably, 
giving,  during  the  whole  of  his  congressional  career,  general  satisfaction. 
He  left  Albany  November  29,  1819,  and  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of 
December,  being  the  Jirsl  session  of  tJie  sixteenth  congress  held  under 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  took  his 
seat,  having  been  unanimously  elected  representative,  from  the  ninth 
district  without  opposition,  in  the  house  of  representatives.  "  After  a 
statesmanlike  and  comprehensive  survey  of  ttie  respective  spheres  of 
the  political  bodies,  he  took  his  stand  on  the  platform  of  the  party  he 
represented  and  became  a  '  working  man.'  He  was  conscious  of  the 
abases  of  political  life,  and  in  his  daily  routine  exercised  much  practical 
vrisdom."     Again  in   1821  the  same  distinguished  honor  was  conferred 

' "  Stephen  Van  RcuKielaec  haa  tlie  credit  of  carrying  the  important  bill  for  the 
eneouragem.ent  and  improvement  of  agriculture,  through,  the  legislature.  He 
was  elected  president  of  the  hoard  of  agriculture  in  1830." 
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npon  him,  by  ao  overwhelmiDg  majority  over  his  Democratic  competitor, 
and  fellow  townsman,  the  Hon.  Harmanua  Bleecker,  who  was,  in  the  jear 
1839,  appointed  United  States  minister  to  the  Hague.  He  well  knew 
and  could  say  "  the  more  I  have  obeeryed  of  the  world,  the  more  I  am 
satiBfled  that  little  reliance  is  ever  to  be  placed  on  what  is  ca]\ed  friends. 
When  the  hour  of  trouble  comes,  and  you  call  upon  these  friends,  and 
request  a  little  sacrifice  to  be  made,  in  ninety  cases  out  of  a  hundred, 
they  turn  their  backs  upon  you,  and  desert  you  with  all  imaginable  in- 
difference." It  was  clear  to  him,  that  every  one's  duty  was  to  try  to  be 
in  a  situation,  where  he  would  have  no  favors  to  ask  and  such  he  wished 
to  obtain. 

Officers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States :  James  Monroe,  presi- 
dent; Danie!  D.  Tompkins,  vice  president;  John  Q.  Adams,  secretary 
of  stal« ;  William  H.  Crawford,  secretary  of  the  treasury  :  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, secretary  of  war;  Smith  Thompson,  secretary  of  the  navy;  Return 
J.  Meigs,  postmaster  genera] ;  William  Wirt,  attorney  general. 

Represenlatives  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  Congress;  xvith  CoN- 
QREes.  —  Silas  Wood,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Henry  Meigs,  Peter  H.  Wendover, 
Caleb  Tompkins,  Eandell  S.  Street,  James  Strong,  Walter  Case,  Jacob 
H,  De  Witt,  Robert  Clark,  Solomon  Van  B«nsaelaer,  John  D.  Dickinson, 
John  W.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Ezra  C.  Gross,  Harmanua  Peck, 
John  Fay,  Robert  Morrell,  Joseph  S.  Lyman,  Henry  R.  Storra,  Aaron 
Hackky,  Jun.,  William  D,  Ford,  G-eorge  Hall,  Jonathan  Richmond,  Caleb 
Baker,  Nathaniel  Allen,  Robert  H.  Tracy. 

Senators,  Nathan  Sanford,  Rufus  King, 

1820.  Officers  of  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Nev>  York:  His 
Excellency  De  Witt  Clinton,  governor;  Hon,  John  Tayler,  lieut  gov.; 
James  Kent,  chancellor;  Ambrose  Spencer,  chief  justice;  William  W. 
Van  Ness,  Joseph  C.  Yates,  Jonas  Piatt,  John  Woodwortb,  justices  of  the 
supreme  court,  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  judge  of  the  court  of  probates ;  John 
V.N.  Tates,  secretary  of  state  ;  Archibald  M'Intyre,  comptroller;  Garret 
E.  Dox,  treasurer;  Simeon  De  Witt,  surveyor-general;  Thomas  J.  Oak- 
ley, attorney-geaeral ;  Anthony  Lamb,  commissary  general. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  adjutant-general. 

Peter  Gansevoort,  judge  advocate  general. 

Samuel  L.  Mitohill,  surgeon  general. 

Q&a.  Van  Smeeelaer  to  kis  Wife, 
My  Dear  Harriot.  Washington,  Dec.  18,  1819. 

I  have  been  so  much  pressed  with  calls  and  calling  on  others,  dispatch- 
ing papers  and  documents,  that  I  have  not  been  able  before  to  give  you  an 
account  of  our  Mess.  There  are  ten  of  us  together,  Bucktaiis,  Democrats, 
and  Federalists;  Wendover  of  New  York,  and  Tompkins  of  Westchester 
(brother  of  Vice  President)  are  among  the  number,  all  political  discussions 
are  prohibited.  We  pay  ten  dollars  a  week  for  our  board ;  older  and  ale 
are  the  only  drinks  at  our  table  which  are  at  our  cost,  and  as  to  eatables 
we  are  well  furnished.  My  expenses  including  everything  will  fall  short 
of  what  I  contemplated. 

The  climate  is  fine  and  well  calculated  for  my  shattered  frame,  we  have 
neither  had  snow  or  rain  since  I  have  been  here,  and  the  weather  is  al- 
most like  June  with  us  at  the  north.  I  wish  Elizabeth  would  send  me, 
without  delay  the  printed  orders  organizing  the  Militia  into  twenty-five 
Divisions;  if  there  is  no  order  to  be  found  in  my  office,  let  her  take  it 
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from  the  OnJerly  Book.  I  only  want  the  Major- Generals  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  brigades  attached  to  each.  I  am  one  of  the  Military  Committee 
and  my  military  duty  will  be  this  winter  amusing  to  me.  Let  Rensselaer 
request  Major  Clinton  to  send  me  any  Military  papers  which  may  be  in  hia 
Father's  office.  I  am  in  high  repute  hero;  Mr.  Clay,  the  Speaker,  Mr. 
Randolph  and  other  great  men  are  very  friendly  to  rae.  Clay  wished  to 
place  me  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  upon  jMilEtary  Affairs,  the  duties 
of  which  are  very  extensive,  and  I  could  only  get  rid  of  it,  by  saying  that 
the  Military  duties  of  my  own  State  (as  Adjutant  General)  wodd  not 
allow  me  to  pay  the  attention  that  was  necessary.  He  then  appointed  the 
noted  General  Smyth  who  is  every  thing  my  ideas  had  formed  of  him — a 
very  great  fool  I  I  attend  a  party  at  the  French  Ministers  to  night  and 
have  been  to  the  party  of  Mrs.  Adams. 

Your  affectionate  Husband,        Soi..  Van  Rensselabk. 

Qen.  Lewis  to  Sol.  F«n.  Renssdaer. 
My  dear  General,  Staatsburg  31  Decern,,  1819. 

Accept  my  unfeigned  thanks  for  your  polite  attention  in  transmitting 
me  a  copy  of  the  President's  Message,  and  accompanying  documents,  relat- 
ing to  the  Spanish  Negotiations.  I  feel  the  obligation  the  more  sensibly, 
by  contrasting  it  with  the  conduct  of  some  pretended  friends,  who  were 
assiduous,  on  every  occasion,  to  load  me  with  civilities,  as  long  as  I  had 
the  power  of  serving  them,  and  no  longer.  SeJf'ia,  so  generally,  the  great 
incentive  to  human  action,  and  so  few  have  been  the  esceptioos  I  have 
met  with,  through  the  course  of  a  long  life,  that  when  they  do  occur  the 
gratification  is  much  heightened  by  the  reflection. 

Congress  have,  at  this  Session,  to  act  on  two  very  interesting  Subjects. 
The  final  issue  of  which  I  look  for  with  no  small  anxiety.  I  need  scarcely 
flay,  I  allude  to  our  Affairs  with  Spain,  and  the  question  of  admitting  the 
new  States,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  into  the  Union,  on  condition  of  their 
prohibiting  Slavery,  I  hope  to  see  the  first  conducted,  with  firmness  and 
moderation.  The  Second,  I  view,  as  far  the  most  important.  My  feelings 
are  in  favor  of  freedom  —  and  I  have  uniformly  indulged  them,  with  respect 
to  my  own  Slaves  —  having  liberated  all  that  were  old  enough.  But  all 
that  has  been  said,  and  written  on  the  Subject,  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
satisfy  my  mind,  of  the  rightof  Congress,  to  impose  conditions  of  admission 
into  the  Union,  unknown  to  the  constitution,  and  repugnant  to  the  Idea 
o^  EgvalUy.  Should  it  be  persisted  in,  it  requires  no  Prophet  to  forsee 
that  it  will  terminate  in  a  Severance  of  Empire. 

How  stand  opinions  at  Washington,  among  men  who  do  not  sacrifice 
every  consideration  to  parly  (if  any  such  you  are  acquainted  with)  as  to 
the  Question  between  the  Vice  President  [Daniel  D.  Tompkins]  and  the 
Comptroller  [Archibald  Mclntyre]  of  this  State?  Much  pains  has  been 
taken  here,  to  make  it  altogether  a  party  Question,  particularly  by  those 
whowishtobringforwardthe  Vice  Presidentas  the  Opponent  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
at  the  next  election  for  President  j  under  the  idea  that  he  will  be  the  most 
poieerjul  opponent,  I  have  little,  if  any  thing,  to  do  with  politicks  ;  and 
am  pretty  much  surrounded  by  persons  very  hostile  to  Mr.  Clinton.  Tet, 
among  those,  I  can  discover  that  the  Comptroller's  Statements,  of  defalca- 
tion, have  made  a  deep  Impression. 

Accept  assurances  of  sincere  friendship  from     Your  faithful 

Morgan  Lewis. 

Genl.  Solomon  Van  EensseJaer,  in  Congress,  Washington. 
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General  Jackson  had  been  very  demonstrative  respecting  our  Spanish 
affairs;  his  conduct  was  censured  by  very  many  but  approved  of  by  the 
president.  He  bad  marched  into  Florida,  taken  possession  of  St.  Marks  ; 
and  two  of  the  principal  men  in  the  Spanish  garrison  being  accused  of  excit^ 
ing  the  Seminole  Indians  to  hostilities,  were  tried  by  a  oourt  martial,  and 
esecut«d  by  his  orders. 

ffen.  Van  Bensadaer  to  Ms  W^e. 

Washington  Jany.  3,  1820. 

I  thank  you  my  dear  Harriot  for  your  affectionate  letter,  nothing  since 
I  left  home  has  given  me  half  the  pleasure.  Indeed  if  it  was  not  for  the 
interest  of  you  and  our  dear  ones,  nothing  would  induce  me  to  be  here, 
the  sacrifice  of  feeling  and  comfort  are  too  great  in  being  separated. 
Were  you  with  me  I  should  be  perfectly  happy,  this  would  be  my  home 
as  well  as  Albany  or  any  other  plaoe,  and  if  fortune  smiles  on  us,  you 
must  accompany  me  nest  Session,  and  divest  yourself  of  the  cares  of  a 
family  at  least  for  a  season;  iny  heart  is  now,  as  it  always  has  been  entirely 
devoted  to  you.  I  told  you  of  my  fixed  resolution  to  go  only  once  to  the 
parties  of  the  Head  of  Departments,  the  foreign  Ministers  and  to  Col. 
Taylor,  who  formerly  belonged  to  the  Dragoons  with  ma,  and  then  I  halt. 
I  have  nearly  finished  thc«e  I  intended  to  go  to  —  the  Presidents,  the 
Secretary's  of  War  and  Treasury  are  the  last,  excepting  the  one  for  to 
morrow,  and  there  I  shall  go  out  of  curiosity ;  was  yon  to  see  me  at  those 
places,  as  well  as  all  others,  you  would  be  gratified.  Tell  the  girls  as  soon 
as  I  have  time,  I  will  give  them  an  account  of  those  parties  —  but  of 
course  (Aey  would  think  them  not  equal  to  those  at  Albany.  How  grati- 
fied I  feel  at  the  good  conduct  of  Rensselaer,  nothing  can  be  more  grateful  to 
the  heart  of  a  parent  which  you  do  and  can  feel.  I  have  procured  you  a 
fine  pair  of  Speota,cles,  and  a  pair  for  myself,  as  I  can  only  write  at  night 
and  now  can  do  so  as  well  as  in  the  day.  From  the  inclosed  letter  to  the 
Patroon  —  which  I  wish,  you  to  read — you  will  see  how  my  time  is  taken 
up;  seal  and  send  it  by  Rensselaer.  I  now  return  Margaretta's  honora- 
ble school  Certificate,  and  inclose  a  little  present  for  her.  I  am  much 
gratified.  Good  night  my  dear  Harriot,  kiss  our  flock  for  me. 
Yours  Unalterably 

Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer.  SoL.  Van  T 


Judge  Van  Ness  to  Sol.  ] 
My  dear  Friend,  Albany  5th  January  1820. 


,y  obtained  a  glorious  victory.  John  C.  Spencer  is  Speaker 
by  a  majority  of  13  —  our  actual  majority  is  about  17  in  the  Assembly  and 
I  think  we  shall  increase  it  in  a  few  days.  Every  thing  here  at  present 
looks  well ;  and  of  one  thing  you  may  rest  assured  that  Daniel  D.  Tomkina 
is  utterly  and  totally  disgraced  and  annihilated.  Yet  I  believe  he  will  be 
the  Jacobin  Candidate,  but  we  shall  beat  him  from  ten  to  fifteen  thous- 
and. We  are  however  obliged  to  be  industrious.  The  powerful  Bucktail 
Corps  is  here  in  all  their  strength.  They  are  violent  and  abusive  be- 
yond example,  the  great  attack  on  me  is  to  be  made  in  the  Assembly  in  a 
day  or  two.  [As  to  legislative  corruption,  in  regard  to  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  America,  which  was  bought  through,  it  was  said,  in  which  trans- 
action Btisha  Williams,  WilUam  W.  Van  Ness,  and  other  eminent  men 
were  thought  to  be  disgracefully  implicated.]  I  am  ready  for  them.  I 
wish  you  was  here.     The  Patroon  has  behaved  like  a  man.     Why  don't 
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yon  write  to  me  ?  There  is  a  report  here  that  .J  D.  Dickenson  is  hostile 
and  that  he  has  become  more  so  at  Wasbiagton,  I  know  this  is  a  false- 
hood, but  I  want  you  to  see  him  and  to  let  me  hear  from  you.  Speak 
boldly  at  Washington,  about  Clinton.  My  federal  friends  in  the  Assembly 
haye  behoved  nobly.  We  are  nearly  unanimous.  In  fact  there  are  but 
about  four  apostates,  George  Tibbits  andElisha  B.  Strong  of  Ontario 
are  the  only  unexpected  apostates.  Rufus  King  will  be  chosen  Senator, 
though  many  of  tlie  bucbtaila  are  violently  opposed  to  him.  It  would  be 
very  easy  to  defeat  him,  but  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  his  appointment. 
We  feel  well  and  strong,  but  we  may  be  deceived,  I  want  you  to  be- 
come acquaint ed  with  Henry  R.  Storrs  of  Columbia  County,  a  member  of 
your  house.  He  is  a  clever  fine  fellow  and  one  of  our  most  eloquent  men  in 
Congress.  W.  W,  Van  Ness. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  In  Congress,  Washington. 

This  eminent  jurist,  Judge  Van  Ness,  was  just  and  discriminating  and 
possessed  high  intellectual  elements  which  enabled  him  to  adorn  the 
bench,  and  made  him  very  careful  of  the  reputation  of  otters.  Politt. 
oal  parties,  however,  then  as  now,  in  the  zeal  of  heated  contests,  greatly 
exaggerated  the  consequences  for  good  or  evil,  which  were  to  result  from 
their  success  or  failure. 

The  Patroon  to  Sol.  Van  Senmelaer. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Watervliet  Jan  11,  1820. 

This  morning  Mr,  Clinton's  Council  was  elected.  Mr.  Dudley  [Charles 
B.]  obtained  several  Federal  vot«8,  Mc  Kown  [James]  among  the  number, 
and  George  Tibbits  I  understand  voted  the  whole  Bucktail  ticket.  John 
Lounsberry  has  eight  more  votes  than  Dudley.  The  Clintonians  are  in 
high  spirits.  The  Vice  President,  it  is  said,  will  be  too  heavy  a  weight 
and  it  is  probable  Judge  Yates  will  be  the  Candidate.  I  think  it  very  doubt- 
ful who  win  succeed.  Pray  tell  me  how  you  are  pleased  at  Washington. 
Remember  me  to  my  friend  Randolph.  I  hope  you  have  visited  Colonel 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  he  was  our  friend. 

ening  elected  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  one 


tremly  vexed  at  his  failure. 

S.  V.  Rensselaer. 
Major  Gen,  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  M.  0.  Washington. 

Judge  Van  JVes«  to  Sol.  Van  RenMelaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  Albany  ISth  Jany,  1820. 

I  have  just  received  yours  and  thank  you  for  it.  The  state  of  things 
here  is  daily  and  hourly  improving.  It  is  with  equal  pride  and  exulta- 
tion that  I  confidently  assert,  that  I  have  never  known  any  administration 
surrounded  and  supported  by  such  a  combination  of  talent  —  virtue  — 
and  patriotism  as  Governor  Clintons.  There  is  not  now  an  influential  or 
respectable  federalist  who  is  not  with  us.  The  few  who  have  gone  ofi^  are 
objects  of  disgust  and  contempt.  We  are  erecting  upon  the  most  solid 
basis,  a  glorious  edifice  which  will  I  trust  long  remain  the  boast  and  orna- 
ment of  our  Stat«  and  elevate  its  character  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  parricides  from  our  State  at  Washington  last  winter  I  know  have 
done  much,  too  much,  to  misrepresent  and  degrade  us,  but  we  shall  give 
the  lie  to  our  calumniators,  by  such  a  demonstration  of  moral  power  and 
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wisdom,  as  will  estort  applause,  when  otherwise  it  would  be  withheld  by 
envy,  meanoess,  or  malif^nity.  I  repeat,  the  good  and  great  of  all  nations 
are  rallying  about  our  State  Administration  with  a  vigor  and  zeal  that  is 
unesampled,  while  you  see  collected  in  the  opposite  ranks  every  specula- 
tive-disgraced petifogger  and  public  defaulter.  The  whole  phalanx  of 
Eublie  plunderers,  who,  under  the  great  leader  of  all  that  ia  base  and  dis- 
onorable  —  Tompkins,  lived  upon  the  treasury,  ia  in  dismay,  and  shudder 
at  the  appalling  denunciation  which  now  thunders  from  the  Capitol  "  the 
day  of  plunder  shall  be  no  more."  I  rejoice  to  hear  my  worthy  friend 
Dickinson  feels  as  I  knew  he  would  feel.  He  is  not  the  only  honest  man 
who  has  been  claimed  by  the  apostates  among  us.  John  W.  Wheeler  has 
been  wavering,  but  \  believe  he  is  now  settled  down  with  us.  It  is  yet 
doubtful  who  will  be  the  opposing  Candidate.  Tompkins  is  daily  expected 
here,  and  I  suspect  will  finally  be  nominated.  Crreat  efforts  are  made  to 
induce  Thompson  to  stand,  hut  he  is  too  wise  I  hope  to  consent,  tho'  don't 
however  care  a  rush  who  is  taken  up,  we  challenge  the  whole  field,  and 
will  beat  any  man  by  more  than  10,000  majority.  Our  friend  McKown 
does  not  behave  well.  He  split  his  ticket  in  the  question  of  Council,  and 
separates  himself  from  all  those  to  whom  he  owes  his  election  aa  Member 
of  Assembly.  However  we  don't  give  him  up  —  he  is  a  man  of  honor 
and  will,  we  hope,  finally  do  what  is  right.  Your  family  is  well.  In  great 
haste  my  Dear  Solomon,  I  am  yours,  W.  W.  Van  Ness. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  In  Congress,  Washington. 

"  The  New  York  legislature  about  these  times  had  some  few  members 
to  represent  their  constituents  who  eared  but  little  for  etiquette.  Among 
these  was  a  major  who  manifested  his  singular  indifferenoe  co  the  most 
common  observances  of  cultivated  life,  by  his  inveterate  habit  of  spitting 
in  every  direction  upon  the  carpet.  One  day  when  preparing  a  speech  to 
be  delivered  before  the  august  body  of  bis  peers,  a  servant  came  into  his 
room  to  perform  some  ofEee,  and  observing  this  filthy  habit,  shoved  the 
spittoon  in  front  of  him  :  the  major  was  oblivions,  and  out  went  another 
mouthful  to  the  left;  the  servant  moved  the  polished  receptacle  of  filth  to 
the  left.  The  eyes  of  the  major  were  still  bent  upon  his  paper,  and  his 
mouth  was  working  nervously ;  it  soon  filled,  and  away  went  another 
copious  ejectment,  this  time  to  the  right.  The  major's  salivary  glands 
rapidly  secreted  again,  and  while  his  lips  were  gathering  for  one  grand 
discharge  in  front,  the  servant  gave  the  appurtenance  a  desperate  shove 
with  the  broom  in  that  direction.     'Now,  see  here!'  said  the  major,  'do 

you  take  that  d d  thing  right  out  of  the  way,  or  I'll  spit  in  it!'     This 

story  soon  leaked  out." 

Oea.  Van  Rensselaer  tn  his  Wife. 
My  dear  Harriet,  Washington,  Jany  22d,  1820. 

I  this  evening  received  your  letter  of  Jany.  iTtk ;  thanks  to  my 
Spectacles  or  I  could  not  answer  it.  I  hail  that  day  [the  anniversary  of 
marriage]  as  the  happiest  of  my  life  ;  if  some  part  of  the  time  siuoe  has 
been  checkered,  it  was  owing  to  Rascals  who  have  injured  me  in  private 
as  well  as  in  public  life.  No  young  man  who  started  in  life  as  I  did,  has 
made  greater  exertions,  in  public  or  private  life,  to  provide  for  a  wife  I 
adored  and  her  children,  than  I  have  done.  And  after  surmounting  alt 
dilEculties  to  be  cut  short  in  both  —  the  one  purchased  with  my  blood, 
and  the  other  with  the  sweat  of  my  brow  —  had  neariy  overcome  my 
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reason  ;  and  I  know  the  effeots  of  whicli  bad  nearly  dcstrojed  me.  Those, 
too,  for  whom  those  feeUnga  were  excited  on  some  occasions,  I  regret  were 
the  sufierera,  but  it  is  past,  forget  my  love  those  occurrences.  I  shail  do 
al]  I  can  for  jou  and  ours;  if  mj  means  were  only  equal  to  my  wishes, 
jou  should  be  completely  happy.  You  and  tbej  deserve  and  possess  the 
tenderest  feelings  of  husband  and  father ;  dismiss  then  oil  fears,  and  make 
yourself  as  happy  as  our  separation  will  admit  of.  This  advice  I  give  you 
without  being  able  to  practice  it  myself,  for  I  assure  you  that  I  feel  as  if 
I  was  alone  in  the  world  without  you.  If  you  was  only  with  me,  mysitua- 
tion  would  be  enviable,  for  in  every  other  respect  I  am  comfortable.  In 
my  dear  wife  and  children  my  attachment  and  every  wish  upon  earth  is 
centred.  If  I  return  to  this  place,  I  pray  to  God  to  be  enabled  to  bring 
JOU  with  me,  I  shall  then  be  perfectly  happy,  and  make  you  so  too.  Write 
to  me  as  often  as  you  can,  I  look  with  anxiety  for  every  mail  and  feel 
disappointed  if  I  do  not  get  a  letter  from  one  of  you.  I  cannot  write  as 
frequently  as  I  wish,  for  independent  of  my  duties  here,  I  have  communi- 
cations from  every  part  of  the  State  and  even  out  of  it,  they  must  con- 
sider me  a  great  man  and  that  I  can  force  through  any  thing  for  them, 
I  attend  to  all  as  iar  as  I  can,  at  all  events  I  answer  them,  I  have  now 
got  through  with  the  parties  at  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  Foreign 
Ministers.  All  the  dinner  and  evening  parties  I  have  declined  on  account 
of  my  wounds;  while  this  excites  sympathy,  it  saves  me  much  time  and 
expense  in  hack  hire.     *     *     * 

I  received  your  letter  of  last  Monday  [March  20th,  1820,]  for  which  I 
thank  you.  The  account  of  the  winking  and  nodding  of  my  dear  little 
pete  was  very  interesting  and  very  gratifying  to  "  papa."  Kiss  the  little 
dears  for  me.  Write  as  often  as  you  can,  which  will  be  reciprocated 
by  me  as  often  as  our  business,  which  is  beginning  to  press,  will 
allow.  Tell  Rensselaer  to  act  prudently  and  attend  closely  to  his 
studies  and  the  coooerDs  of  the  family.  Let  me  know  how  things  are 
going  on  in  relation  to  the  farm,  I  am  very  pleasantly  situated  in  a  pru- 
dent Mess,  but  it  is  nothing  like  home.  How  I  wish  to  see  our  little  ones, 
tell  Harriet  Maria  and  "Dada,"  that  I  will  bring  them  a  pretty  doll.  Is 
your  River  closed  1  the  weather  here  is  quite  warm.  If  you  want  anything 
let  me  know.  Ever  and  Sincerely  your  affectionate  husband, 

Mrs.  Solomon  Van  Benaselaer,  SoL,  Van  Eensselaeb. 

In  the  letter  above  referred  to,  my  mother  liad  written  :  "  The  prattle  of 
our  little  pets  is  incessant.  Catharina  tells  everybody  that  you  have  sent  me 
'  two  Eyes  from  W^ashington.'  You  can  have  no  idea  how  she  does 
chatter;  she  came  out  froyi  the  front  room,  the  other  day  and  said,  '  Papa 
did  wMe  at  me.'  Then  Harriet  Maria  replied,  '  Me  did  shake  his  head 
Jar  me.'  They  look  at  your  portrait  so  long  that  they  really  fancy  as 
true,  what  they  entertain  each  other  with,"-  While  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer was  in  Washington,  a  large  portrait,  painted  on  canvas  by  the 
celebrated  Ezra  Ames,  and  just  completed,  was  brought  home.  Your 
mother,  dear  Hattie,  then  a  child  of  not  four  years,  had  not  seen  our 
father  for  many  months ;  she  was  present  when  the  strikingly  correct 
picture  was  uncovered.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  till  the  little  one  clapped 
her  hands,  and  then  after  gazing  at  it  for  a  moment  with  a  surprised  ex- 
pression, exclaimed  in  a  grieved  tone  of  voice,  after  running  to  our  mother  — 
"  Poor  papa  got  no  legs!"  All  of  the  interested  family  present,  were  de- 


db,Google 


844  Legacy  op  Historical  Gleaninqs. 


lighted  with  the  child's  naivete,  and  Mr.  Ames  d 

hotter  evidenco  of  its  being  a  perfect  likeness  and  a  beautiful  painting, 

"  Mr,  Amea  took  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  for  his  guide  in  early  life,  and 
through  him  became  acquainted  with  every  really  eminent  painter, 
ancient  or  modern  ;"  and  many  years  previous  to  this  satisfactory  produc- 
tion, it  waa  said  "  friends  have  witnessed  the  mighty  efforta  of  Amea's 
genius  in  the  line  of  his  noble  profession,  and  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  brush  of  Stuart  shall  meet  ita  rival  in  Albany,  An  elegant 
portrait  of  the  Hon.  Qeorob  Clinton  when  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  painted  just  before  his  death  in  1812,  by  Mr.  Ames  of  Albany, 
was  sent  to  the  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  in  Philadelphia."  [See  frontis- 
piece for  portrait,] 

Judge  Spencer  to  Sol.  Van  Sensselaer. 
Dear  Sir :  Albany,  Feb.  15,  1820. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  hand  the  enclosed  to  Gen.  Brown,  it 
will  reach  him  safer  in  this  channel.  So  Tompkins  stands  his  hand  —  and 
thus  ends  thedeceptiou  practised  upon  the  federal  tamnaniesat  the  beginning; 
of  the  Session,  We  will  cure  his  itch  to  come  before  the  people  —  rely 
upon  it  he  will  fail  by  many  thouaands,  Isittruethathe  wasagainst  any  re- 
striction in  regard  to  slavery  in  Missouri  f  It  ia  very  important  that  we  should 
be  able  to  fix  that  charge  upon  him  if  it  be  true  —  let  me  know  as  soon  as 
possible.  You  may  remember  that  we  conversed  about  some  Mangle 
Wurtzel  seed  before  you  went  on  —  don't  forget  to  procure  me  a  pound  of 
it  as  you  return  thro'  Phikdelphia,  enquire  Tor  the  best  kind.  Is  there 
such  a  thing  to  be  procured  in  Philadelphia  as  Orchard  Grass  seed  ? 
What  ia  the  price  and  when  ia  it  to  be  sowed  ? 

Your  friend  Judge  Van  Ness,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  eome  out  as  pure  aa 
gold  from  the  refiners  hand.  Yours  Sincerely 

Genl.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  A.  Spencer. 

Representative  in  Congress,  Washington. 

The  late  Chief  Justice  Ambrose  Spencer  was  a  severe  and  stern,  but 
also  a  jusE  and  humane  judge.  His  mind  was  remakabtc  for  the  quickness 
of  ita  perceptions,  for  its   penetration    and   ita    compreher  '  " 

died  March  13,  1848,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

The  Missouki  Compromise. 


Jtidge  Van  JVess  to  Sol.  Van  I 
My  Dear  Friend,  Albany,  Feb.  20,  1820. 

I  have  no  time  to  say  any  thing  more  about  politics,  except  that  we 
shall  carry  the  election,  and  as  I  verily  believe  by  au  immense  majority. 
The  residue  of  my  letter  must  be  short  and  relate  to  my  own  concerns, 
[Hia  Impeachment.]  You  mentioned  to  me  a  conversation  you  had  with 
Mr.  Fowler  of  Newburgh,  in  which  he  stated  to  you  the  reasons  assigned 
by  B.  for  attacking  and  endeavouring  to  destroy  me.    The  testimony  of 
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■Mr.  Fowler  maj  be  important  to  me,  and  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  yon 
to  give  me  a  detailed  statement  of  what  Mr.  Fowler  communicated  to  you, 
your  name  shall  not  be  revealed.  I  understand  iMr.  King  speaks  dis- 
respectfully of  me,  and  injures  me  when  he  can.  Do  you  know  any  thing 
of  this  ?  I  hear  too  Dickinson  is  more  than  oold  towards  me  and  for  that 
reason.  I  am  afraid  to  write  to  him  as  I  had  intended  to  do.  How  do  you 
understand  him  ?  I  hear  he  is  a  violent  Tammany  man  and  regret  it. 
One  word  more  and  I  have  done  —  my  enemies  are  malignant  —  inde- 
fatigable —  and  profligate  — ■  I  set  them  at  defiance  ;  and  tho'  I  feel 
mortifled  and  indignant  at  the  base  attempts  made  to  destroy  me,  I  am 
tranquil  and  firm  in  the  midst  of  persecution.  I  hope  my.  friends  will 
have  reason  to  say  I  meet  the  shock  like  a  mail,  and  that  I  have  never 
wavered,  nor  faultered  for  a  single  moment.  I  wish  it  had  so  happened 
that  jou  could  be  here — but  that  is  out  of  the  question — one  of  the 
principal  witnesses  against  mo,  I  understand  is  Gat.  Van  Wie. 
Yours  affectionately, 
Hon.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  In  Congress.         W.  W.  Van  Ness 

Dr.  Van  Benssdaer  (o  Sol.  Van  Bertsselaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  Green  Bush,  March  1,  1820. 

You  will  excuse  me  for  intruding  a  few  moments  upon  your  time, 
when  you  have  so  many  important  concerns  on  hand,  if  I  say  that  you 
may  do  me  a  favor.  In  1814,  I  had  employed  Mr.  Q.  V.  Denniston  iu 
some  business  relative  to  my  deceased  brother  John  —  and  had  supposed 
that  it  was  all  settled  —  when  he  told  me  yesterday  that  by  requesting 
your  attention  I  could  recover  some  considerable  pay  that  was  due  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  says,  that  the  only  thing  requisite  would  be  an 
Examination  of  the  Returns  of  the  23rd  Eegt.  (of  Infantry  I  think)  in 
which  he  enlisted  on  the  25th  of  April,  1814.  It  will  be  there  seen  how 
much  pay  he  had  received  and  what  balance  was  still  due.  Your  atten- 
tion lo  this  will  much  oblige  me.  Will  you  inform  me  if  any,  and  what 
other  steps  may  be  necessary  ?  Since  my  return  home  from  Europe,  it 
ias  often  been  my  intention,  and  stiil  oftener  my  wish  to  write  to  you. 
I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  the  Genius  of  Laziness  seems  to  claim  as  vota- 
ries all  those  who  reside  at  Green  Bush,  and  to  throw  her  spells  over  all 
visitors.  .  Indeed  for  a  non-resident  there  are  so  few  attractions  in  this 
place  that  I  should  be  half  dead,  if  it  was  not  for  your  good  family.  Yours 
is  the. only  house,  in  Albany  I  visit,  and  I  see  the  folks  often  and  always 
with  renewed  pleasure.  Poor  little  Harriet  Maria  has  suffered  greatly, 
■but  everything  has  assumed  a  more  favorable  appearance  than  when  I 
first  saw  her.  Inclosed  is  a  slip  from  the  news-paper  containing  an  ac- 
count of  part  of  my  trip  —  ascent  to  Mount  Vesuvius, 

If  the  domestic  circle  is  quiet, .the  Political  world  is  all  in  confusion 
and  tumult.  The  Nominations  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  and  Genl.  Moore's 
you  have  doubtless  seen  in  the  public  prints.  Of  their  addresses  to  the 
Electors  I  say  nothing  —  hut  that  they  were  penned  by  the  fellows  who 
alone  voted  against  Eufus  King  as  our  Senator.  Their  last  Meeting  is 
Baid  to  be  the  largest  that  has  ever  assembled  in  Albany  —  Query  —  How 
many  of  them  were  entitled  to  vote  for  Governor?  The  arraignment  of 
Judge  Van  Ness  has,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  made  an  unfavorable  impression 
in  the  minds  of  many  good  federalists  —  and  thus  their  infernal  schemes 
are  succeeding,  even  when  they  shall  be  forced  to  acquit  him.  One  of 
44 
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their  party  lately  told  me,  "  if  we  can't  prove  him  guilty,  his  reputation 
will  at  any  rate  be  damned."  I  trust  however  that  hia  character  will 
stand  still  unhlemished  in  the  minda  of  the  most  respectable  part  of  the 
community.  For  the  present  adieu  —  If  your  time  allows,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  hear  from  you  —  to  ask  it,  is  almost  too  much  when  you  have 
so  many  demands  upon  you.     We  are  all  well  here,  thank  God. 

I  remaio,  yours  Most  Sincerely, 

Jer.  Yak  Rensselaer. 
Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  M.  C,  Washington. 

While  Dr.  Van  Ren^elaer  was  traveling  in  Europe,  his  instructive  and 
pleasant  lett«rs  were  frequently  puhlished  in  the  leading  journals  of  the 
day.  He  subsequently  took  his  family  abroad,  remaining  many  years,  and 
in  1852  moved  into  what  was  once  called  the  "  Grah  Fort "  at  Green- 
bush, 

"  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  is  from  Dr.  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer, 
of  Greenbush,  NewTork  —  a  young  gentleman  now  in  Europe,  and  where 
he  has  been  for  several  years,  to  complete  his  studies  in  the  medical  art." 
April  20,  1819.  I  begin  my  letter  to  you  on  the  crater  of  Mount  Vesuvius. 
The  extreme  heat  of  the  river  of  lava,  by  the  light  of  which  1  wrote  the 
above,  prevented  my  continuing.  We  have  descended  about  150  feet — 
our  guides  would  go  no  farther.  Our  company  have  gone  to  Naples.  H. 
and  myself  have  determined  to  pass  this  night  here,  and  are  now  writing 
by  the  light  of  a  torch  on  warm  lava,  that  flowed  seven  days  ago.  An 
eruption  of  some  consequence  took  place  last  night,  and  the  lava  is  running 
in  a  stream  of  about  7  feet  ^ide,  at  the  rate  of  about  three  miles  an  hour. 
Nothing  can  possibly  be  imagined  more  sublime  —  the  smoke  issuing  from 
the  glowing  torrent,  is  like  a  cloud  of  fire  —  part  of  the  mount  seems  on 
fire,  while  below  it  appears  the  very  centre  of  desolation  and  gloom.  At 
break  of  day  we  mount  again,  to  descend  further  into  the  crater,  and  see 
the  sun  rise  from  its  mouth.  I  may  perhaps  try  more  experiments.  I  have 
written  your  name  in  the  burning  lava,  and  it  has  cooled  —  the  piece  is 
beside  me.  I  also  put  in  a  five  franc  piece  —  the  impression  is  good,  and 
you  shall  one  day  see  it.  Our  torch  is  about  going  out,  and  I  must  stop 
to  finish  to  morrow  at  Naples.  Two  distinct  eruptions  have  just  taken 
place,  and  cast  out  heated  stones  to  the  height  of  100  or  150  feet.  Naples, 
22d.  I  scarcely  know  what  jou  will  think  when  jou  open  this  letter.  If 
it  was  not  for  the  sake  of  the  place  where  I  began  it,  jou  should  never  see 
it.  We  passed  the  night  very  well  on  the  mountain.  Our  guides  cleared 
away  the  larger  stones,  and  left  us  none  bigger  than  eggs  —  we  spread  our 
great  coats  in  this  little  hollow,  and  were  comfortable  enough.  We  re- 
quired no  covering  —  at  our  feet  issued  a  small  column  of  heated  air  — 
beneath  us  too  warm  air  oozed  up  ;  but  the  great  coats  prevented  our  being 
steamed.  H.  found  that  he  was  too  warm,  and  got  up  to  walk  about.  I  laid 
quiet,  to  enjoy  the  superb  sight  before  me.  Some  provisions  were  sent  to  ua 
by  the  party — it  arrived  about  eleven  o'clock.  Fatigue  was  a  good  opiate, 
and  our  sleep  was  sweet.  Our  guides  slept  on  the  bare  stones  beside  us. 
At  3  o'clock  we  took  some  bread  and  wine,  and  began  again  the  ascent. 
Our  route  now  lay  in  another  direction.  It  was  not  so  dif&cult  as  what  wa 
had  ascended  the  evening  before.  Before  5  we  were  at  the  top,  and  waited 
only  a  few  minutes  to  see  the  purple  tinge  of  the  horizon  gradually  change 
inlo  brightened  gold.  A  sea  of  clouds  floated  far  beneath  us  —  it  resem- 
bled an  undulated  plain  of  cotton,  whose  edges  were  tinged  and  burnished 
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by  tho  first  rays  of  the  morning.  The  scenery  below  was  lost  —  nought 
appeared  but  the  fiery  summit  on  which  we  stood,  and  the  tops  of  lofty 
mountains  around  that  rose  above  the  clouds  that  settled  on  their  sides. 

We  continued  our  labor  and  got  near  the  mouth  of  the  crater  —  the 
wiad  drove  the  smoke  w  ds  u  and  we  we  obliged  to  descend  and  try 
the  other  side.  We  s  to  he  h  h  st  p  int,  and  thence  a  gradual 
descent  took  us  to  th  m  u  f  he  a  e  c  ater.  Its  shape  constantly 
varied  —  at  present  the  eae  w  fun^n  whence  issue  the  smoke  and 
Atones.     We  could  n       bse         h  a     e  y  plainly  —  to  descend  was 

impossible.  The  sma  e  c  ate  ha,,  h  ee  f  these  nostrils  or  breathing 
holes,  smaller  than  the  firat,  but  more  active.  The  wind  drove  the  smoke 
in  such  a  manner,  that  we  saw  the  bottom  on  the  other  side.  Our  guides 
were  urging  us  to  descend  —  a  shower  of  hot  stones  and  cinder  had  more 
influence  than  their  entreaties.  The  lava  is  seen  in  neither  crater,  but 
flows  through  a  subterranean  canal,  almost  horizontal ;  and  does  not  appear 
till  it  forces  through  the  crust  about  150  yards  from  the  crater.  It  forms 
at  once  a  river  about  seven  feet  wide,  and  flows  at  the  rate  of  between  2J 
and  3  miles  an  hour ;  its  depth  cannot  be  told.  The  present  stream 
issued  in  this  spot  seven  days  ago,  and  continues  still  running  —  it  re- 
sembles flowing  liquid  iron,  running  in  a  gutter,  which  it  seems  to  have 
formed,  having  on  either  side  a  perpendicular  wall  of  lava,  about  three 
inches  thick,  serving  as  a  kind  of  raceway.  About  a  mile  from  the  orifice, 
it  spreads  into  a  large  bed  or  lake,  and  there  cools,  gradually  becoming 
black  on  the  surface,  and  still  glowing  beneath.  Occasionally  the  river 
changes  its  course  —  this  gave  an  opportunity  of  bveakiag  several  times 
the  crust  that  covers  the  stream,  to  see  the  hot  lava  below.     In  some 

E laces,  where  all  was  cold,  we  broke  it  and  found  it  quite  hollow  beneath, 
y  the  extrication  of  the  gas.  Usually  a  heavy  wind  breaks  the  crusts, 
and  then  they  fall  in  every  direction,  giving  the  whole  mountain  a  terrific 
appearance.  At  a  distance  it  looks  like  new  ploughed  land,  and  of  the 
same  colour  :  as  we  approach,  it  is  much  more  rough  and  hideous.  Having 
taken  some  more  impressions  in  the  lava,  we  turned  to  survey  the  scene 
around  us.  The  clouds  hung  on  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  only  per- 
mitted us  to  see  the  gloomy  cone  on  which  we  stood.  The  genius  of 
desolation  may  be  said  to  reign  over  this  dreary  realm ;  not  a  sign  of 
vegetation  relieves  the  eye,  wearied  and  sad  with  the  horrible  and  bleak 
expansb  that  environed  us  :  How  melancholy  are  the  feelings  excited  in 
such  a  situation !  How  much  more  so  are  the  recollections  it  recalls!  I 
felt  as  if  we  alone  stood  on  the  ruins  of  the  universe  —  as  if  chaos  was 
come  again  ;  nor  can  I  think  of  it  without  emotion.  A  long  and  distress- 
ing walk  on  the  broken  lava  brought  us  to  the  place  where  we  had  slept. 
Our  last  descent  began  here,  and  when  once  at  the  foot  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  mountain,  we  rapidly  went  in  seven  minutes,  the  same  distance 
that  wo  were  an  hour  in  ascending  the  day  before.  The  fathers  received 
us  kindly  at  the  hermitage,  where  we  breakfasted  on  bread  and  wine. 
The  clouds  had  now  dispersed,  and  we  enjoyed  a  view  of  the  superb  bay  of 
Naples.  I  must  say  (nor  do  I  know  how  far  prejudice  influences  my 
saying  so),  that  it  is  inferior  to  the  bay  of  New  York.  The  famed  places 
that  skirt  its  shores,  give  to  it  a  reputation  anda  classic  interest  that  New 
York  cannot  boast  —  and  as  long  as  Homer,  Virgil,  Horace  and  Pliuy 
are  read  so  long  will  this  bay  be  the  most  interesting  in  the  world.  In- 
dependent of  these  writers,  the  fertile  soil  that  envelopes  the  foot  of 
Vesuvine,  with  its  burning  craters,  the  number  of  cities  and  villages  de- 
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stroyed  by  its  dreadful  worltings,  will  ever  attract  the  lover  of  li 
aod  the  studeot  of  nature.  The  cities  over  which  we  walk  —  the  palaces 
over  which  we  sail  — the  lakes,  half  swallowed  —  and  mountains  ejected 
in  a  single  night —  all  add  to  the  interest  of  the  place. 

Such  were  my  thoughts  as  my  mule  came  down  the  base  of  the  mount- 
ain, at  the  Httle  village  of  Eescina,  from  whence  we  had  descended  the 
day  before  into  Herenlaneam.  The  theatre  alone  is  now  shown  ;  some 
persona  having  been  lost  lu  the  excavations,  they  are  closed  to  the  public  — 
and  through  the  inadvertency  of  others,  we  are  deprived  of  p3eas«re  and 
instruction.  To  Pompeii  ia  8  miles,  and  we  took  a  kind  of  chaise  for  the 
day.  The  Neapolitan  chaiae,  or  cabriolet,  is  a  very  small  gig,  into  which 
two  very  small  persona  may  squeeze;  one  of  them  drives,  and  the  coach- 
man stands  behind  to  whip  the  horse,  which  is  exolusivelj  his  prerogative, 
and  the  passenger  cannot  prevent  him  from  making  the  horse  run  all  the 
distance.  Pompeii,  aa  it  is  shown  to  visitors,  is  more  interesting  than 
Heroutaneum  ;  since  it  is  part  of  a  city  exposed  to  light,  and  open  to  day. 
We  walk  by  daylight  in  ihe  streets  ;  enter  the  houses  and  temples  and 
visit  the  forum  and  tombs,  the  same  as  any  ancient  town  —  hut  cannot 
forget,  that  since  the  year  79,  till  within  a  short  time,  the  ashes  of  Vesu- 
vius have  hid  it  from  the  day.  The  temple  of  Isis  is  the  most  complete  ; 
few  houses  have  the  second  story ;  the  first  are  perfect,  and  are  easily 
known.  Thus  aeveral  cook-shops,  a  bake-house,  a  snrgeon's  or  druggist's, 
a  milkman's  &c.,  are  at  once  recognized  by  the  signs  painted  on  the  walls, 
and  frequently  the  name  ia  seen  too.  One  of  the  atreets  muat  have  been 
superb ;  it  yet  exhibits  the  marfca  of  carriage  wheels.  The  workmen  and 
guides  are  very  strict;  I  wanted  a  small  square  piece  of  marble,  which 
served  as  a  floor  to  one  of  the  courts  —  although  it  laid  loose  on  the  ashos, 
yet  they  replaced  it ;  nor  had  a  bribe  far  beyond  its  intrinsic  value,  any 
effect.  They  gave  me  to  understand  that  both  their  necks  would  answer 
for  it. 

I  wrote  to  you  from  Leghorn.  We  went  from  thence  to  Pisa,  Lucca, 
and  Florence;  the  latter  is  a  beautiful  and  interesting  place,  in  the  vale 
of  Arno,  one  of  the  most  luxuriant  in  the  world.  From  Florence  to  Rome 
is  200  miles,  we  arrived  in  the  Holy  Week,  and  saw  the  ceremonies  of 
Easter,  The  religious  ceremonies  were  the  most  splendid  I  ever  saw. 
The  pope,  20  cardinals,  30  bishops,  and  lots  of  deacons  officiated  —  about 
30,000  persons  were  in  St.  Peter'a  during  the  service.  We  got  by  chance 
with  the  ambassadors ;  but  though  luck  favored  us  in  the  cathedral,  it  left 
us  to  shift  for  ourselves  at  the  door,  and  we  mingled  in  a  crowd  of  160,000 
persons,  who  knelt  to  receive  the  beoediction  of  his  holiness. 

The  illumination  of  St.  Peter'a,  and  the  fire  works,  were  superb  beyond 
description.  They  are  said  to  have  cost  more  than  onemilhon  of  dollars, 
and  still  hia  holiness  oannot  clear  hia  dominions  of  banditti  —  he  is  too 
poor  I  Part  of  the  way  from  Rome  to  this  place,  guard  houses  are  built 
every  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  we  had  frequently  a  soldier  on  each  aide  of 
the  carriage  to  protect  us  from  robbers.  Still  the  traveller  sees  every  mile 
crosses  erected  on  the  grave  of  some  murdered  traveller,  or  the  limb  of 
some  wretched  victim  of  the  law. 

From  Rome  we  crossed  the  Pontine  marshes  —  the  travelling  is  10  miles 
an  hour — the  people  look  as  if  nature  was  sinking  to  rest ;  still  they  are 
the  only  contented  folks  I  have  seen  in  Italy.  Formerly  felons  were  con- 
demned to  act  here  aa  postillions;  at  present  things  are  not  so  bad,  and 
only  want  proper  management. 
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"  The  above  interesting  estraot  was  penned  by  Dr.  JeremiaL  VanRensae- 
laer,  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  distinguished  for  his  large-hearted 
charity  and  courteous  bearing  towards  all,  the  fragrance  of  his  gentle 
Christian  character  will  long  remain  to  justify  the  appropriate  inscription 
upon  his  tomb  -™'  the  memory  of  the  just  is  ble^ed.'  He  was  the  son 
of  John  J.  Yan  !Rensselaer,  who  died  in  1828,  and  occupied  the  quaint 
'  Old  Van  Sensselaer  Mansion'  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson  river, 
juat  below  the  village  of  Greenbnah,  opposite  the  city  of  Albany.  It  is 
a.  fine  old  mansion,  delightful  in  location,  with  the  broad,  silvery  Hudson 
washing  its  bank,  and  the  sad  and  joyous  associations  of  more  than  two 
eentaries  clustering  around  it.  A  dense  hedge  of  Hlaes,  rich  in  the  pro- 
fusion of  spring  flowers,  borders  and  overtops  the  pioket-fenoe  which  fronts 
tlie  house  and  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  road  and  river.  Within  the 
hedge,  a  lawn  kept  with  cultivated  taste,  attracts  the  attention  of  the  pass- 
ing traveler,  as  he  looks  through  the  openings  with  a  longing  deaiie  to 
enjoy  the  cool  ind  quiet  seclusion  of  its  retreat  The  building  was  erected 
as  early  as  1C63  and  no  doubt  wa^  used  in  those  early  times  as  a  tort, 
some  of  the  <<t  ine  port  boles  still  remain  visible  in  the  walls 

"  Around  the  fireplace  in  the  upper  chambers  are  a  number  of  tiles, 
of  a  dull  purple  cohr  containing  Scripture  illustrations  One  represents 
the  flight  of  Joseph  into  Egypt  Another  is  that  of  Dives  and  Lazarus ; 
another  of  the  tiles  represents  the  baptism  of  Christ  in  the  river  Jordan. 
There  are  altogether  between  forty  and  fifty  of  theso  tiles  all  of  which  have 
Scripture  subjects  upon  them.  Here,  too,  was  seen  the  heavy  wooden 
chest,  in  which  the  linen  of  our  ancestors  was  sent  to  Holland  to  be 
washed,  showing  how  exclusive  was  their  entire  dependence  on  the  mother 
country  during  their  early  residence  in  this  western  wilderness.  After 
this  old  mansion  had  been  built  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  years, 
a  few  very  enterprising  Now  Englanders  passed  by  and  made  a  settlement 
of  the  village  of  Troy.  We  may  imagine  the  mingled  surprise  and  indig- 
nation of  the  good  old  burghers  of  staid  Albany,  when  they  found  that 
'  Big  Jacob,'  grandson  of  the  venerated  Derick  Van  Derhejden,  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Philistines  and  sold  a  portion  of  the  farm  of  490 
acres,  leased  from  the  Patroon,  at  an  annual  rent  of  three  bushels  and 
three  pecks  of  wheat  and  four  fat  fowls," 

GvB.  GHnton  to  Sol.  Van  Bensselaer. 
pear  Sir,  .  Albany,  17  March,  1820. 

I  intend  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  at  their  request  evidence  of  the 
interference  of  the  General  Grovt.  in  our  Elections.  With  this  view  I  am 
anxious  to  have  authenticated  accounts  of  the  Post  Master  General's 
[Return  J.  Meigs]  conduct  on  Van  Buren's  [Martin  Van  Buren,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Senate]  Letter,  and  for  this  purpose,  I  have  written 
to  Messrs.  Munell  and  Lyman.  Cannot  V.  B's  letter  be  procured  by  a 
call  of  the  House  ?  Will  you  see  to  this  and  also  prooare  such  other 
testimony  on  this  Subject  as  may  be  iu  your  power  ?  We  stand  well  here. 
Thousands  and  thousands  of  office  seekers  under  the  new  Council. 
Yours  truly, 

De  Witt  Clinton. 
Hon.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  In  Congress,  Washington. 


•d  by  Google 


350  Leoaoy  of  Historical  Glbanings. 

Thi  Patromi  Co  Sol.  Van  R&asmlaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  W.  Vliet,  March  17,  1820. 

Your  letter  and  the  documents  I  received  and  handed  them  to  the 
Governor.  Both  parties  are  very  sanguine.  I  think  however  the  Buck- 
tails  are  rather  below  par —  if  the  Western  District  give  Clinton  their  votes 
his  party  calculate  on,  then  he  succeeds.  The  Federals  in  the  State 
except  N-  York  will  give  him  their  support,  some  however  reluctantly. 
We  are  determined  to  rally  under  our  old  banner  and  support  McKown 
against  Duer  (for  Assembly)  who  has  joined  the  Bucktails  and  Gibbons. 
You  have  seen  E.  Clark's  letter  to  Morris  Miller.  I  think  he  will  feel 
small  when  heuieets  his  old  friends.  What  do  you  think  of  our  address 
to  the  Agricultural  Societies  f  I  sent  one  to  Randolph,  has  he  received 
it?  We  have  excellent  sleighing  yet.  I  hope  to  see  you  the  beginning 
of  next  month.  Mrs.  R.  on  Tuesday  presented  me  with  a  fine  boy,  she 
is  as  well  as  usual  on  those  occasions.         Your  friend, 

S.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer,  Washington. 

Oen.  Van  BetiiselaeT  to  Ma  Wife. 
My  dear  Wife,  Washington,  March  20,  1820. 

I  wrote  you  we  had  made  up  a  party  to  go  to  Alexandria  and  Mount 
Vernon,  we  returned  on  Saturday  evening,  in  a  fine  moonlight,  at  10 
o'clock,  from  the  Seat  of  the  Father  of  his  Country.  My  time  will  not 
allow  me  to  give  you  a  description  of  the  place  or  of  my  feelings  ;  these 
must  be  reserved  for  a  happy  fireside  chat,  in  the  midst  of  all  I  love  dearly, 
sometime  about  the  first  of  May.  Ask  the  young  farmer  whether  it  will 
not  be  best  to  sow  the  bach  lot  with  peas,  and  the  low  land  with  barley 
and  oats.  If  he  has  not  been  able  to  get  manure  on  the  back  lot, this  crop 
will  be  the  moat  profitable  there.  If  the  peas  are  rolled  in  plaster,  and 
plaster  sowed  over  them,  the  ground  will  produce  a  good  crop,  and  will  be 
handy  to  turn  in  the  hogs.  The  ground  should  be  handsomely  turned 
over  and  lightly  harrowed  before  sowing,  or,  if  it  is  well  plowed,  perhaps 
first  harrowing  will  be  unnecessary.  He  should  sow  twenty  bushels  upon 
this  lot,  or  at  least  two  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  get  them  in  as  early  as 
possible.     Three  ploughs  will  soon  turn  it  over,  *  *  * 

Dear  Harriot,  Washington,  March  22,  1820. 

I  have  only  time,  after  writing  to  several,  to  say  that  an  affair  of  honor 
took  place  this  morning  between  Commodores  Decatur  and  Barron,  in 
which  both  fell  at  the  first  fire.  The  ball  entered  Decatur's  body  two 
inches  above  the  hip,  and  lodged  against  the  opposite  side.  I  just  came 
from  hia  house.  He  yet  lives,  but  will  never  see  another  sun.  Barron's 
wound  is  severe,  hut  not  dangerous.  The  ball  struck  the  upper  part  of 
his  hip,  and  turned  to  the  rear.  He  is  ruined  in  public  estimation.  The 
excitement  is  very  great.  Kiss  all  my  Coveys  for  me.  In  haste. 
Truly  yours, 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Mrs.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N,  Y. 


Washington,  March  22, 1820.     A  duel  was  fought  this  morning  bi 
Commodore  Stephen  Decatur  —  one  of  the  first  officers  of  our  navy  —  the 
pride  of  his  country  and  Commodore  James  Barron.     Commodore  Decatur 
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3  by  Com.  Eodgers  ia  whose  arms  he  was  sustained  from  the 
battle  ground  to  hia  residence.  Evening:  Com.  Decatur  still  lives.  His 
surgeon,  however  sajs  that  lie  cannot  live  until  morning.  I  walked  to 
his  dwelling  this  afternoon  to  enquire  about  him.  Every  person  in  the 
city  appears  dejeoted  at  this  unfortunate  and  melancholy  affair,  Orief 
and  sorrow  are  depicted  in  the  countenances  of  all,  for  the  late  of  poor 
Decatur.  Barron  is  severely  wounded  and  had  the  ball  struck  one  inch 
above  his  hip  bone  instead  of  on  it,  he  would  have  been  now  in  the  same 
situation  with  Decatur.  The  quarrel  has  been  of  about  five  months  stand- 
ing and  grew  out  of  the  old  Chesapeake  affair.  Barron  it  appears 
applied  to  command  the  Columbus.  Deoatur  opposed  his  application, 
■which  gave  offence  to  Barron  —  Com.  Bainbridge  was  the  friend  to 
Decatur,  Captain  Elliott  the  friend  to  Barron.  They  fought  at  the  dis- 
tance of  eight  paces  on  the  celebrated  battle  ground  near  Bladensburg. 
"  The  fatal  wound  was  given  on  Wednesday  morning  and  the  noble  Naval 
Hero  expired  in  agony  at  11  o'clock  the  same  night.  The  sad  news  of 
the  duel  created  unusual  feeling  and  sensation  in  the  House  ;  so  generally 
was  Com.  Deoatur  beloved  by  the  members  and  so  anxious  were  they  to 
hear  the  particulars,  that  it  was  difficult  for  the  speaker  to  keep  tliem  in 
order.  The  funeral  was  attended  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday  24th  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect  and  due  Military  honors.  The  volleys  of 
musketry  which  announced  the  consignment  of  the  hero's  remains  to  the 
tomb,  sounded  as  the  knell  of  departed  chivalry.  Mrs.  Decatur  was  in  an 
agony  of  despair,  distressed  beyond  expr^sion,  thej  have  no  childreo. 
Mrs.  D.  died  at  Georgetown  D.  C,  in  1860." 

Judge  Me  Eovm,  to  Sol.  Van  Sensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany    22nd  March  1820. 

You  have  no  doubt  seen  the  report  of  our  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  subject  of  the  Vice  President's  affair.  Last  night  his  Excellency, 
the  ci-devant  and  would  be  Governor,  transmitted  to  the  House,  a  corres- 
pondence which  he  had  entered  into  with  the  Committee  pending  the  En- 
quiry. The  whole  of  the  Correspondence  goes  deoidedly  to  shew  that  be 
bad  determined,  and  such  was  his  object,  not  to  do  or  say  any  thing  de- 
cidedly on  any  special  part  of  the  subject,  but  to  throw  a  mist  over  it,  that 
might  leave  him  some  kind  of  pretences  of  complaint  of  unfair  treatmeat 
before  the  Committee.  But  the  strangest  thing  of  all  was,  that  one  of  his 
minions,  it  appeared,  had  got  or  stolen  a  private  letter  written  by  the 
Chairman  of  Committee,  to  one  of  his  Country  friends,  in  which  he  had 
expressed  an  opinion  pretty  harshly  against  Tompkins,  and  a  copy  with  the 
official  correspondence  of  the  Committee  was  sent  to  the  House  by  T  —  in 
apparent  great  triumph.  But  he  did  not  stop  here.  In  one  of  his  letters 
to  the  Committee,  which  he  had  the  audacity  to  send  to  the  house,  he  said 
substantially,  that  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Committee  made 
an  unfavorable  report,  as  some  of  them  had  prejudged  his  case,  and  that 
the  source  which  appointed  them  was  personally  and  politically  hostile  to 
him  i !  Directly  insulting  the  House  by  saying,  in  very  plain  terms,  they 
were  a  set  of  perjured  rascals  who  had  determined  to  act  corruptly  and 
judge  partially.  How  his  advisers,  who  certainly  are  shrewd  men,  ever 
permitted  Tompkins  to  overshoot  his  mark  in  this  way  I  cannot  conceive. 
I  must  believe  he  did  this  without  advice  of  his  friends.  Every  one  was 
astonished,  and  you  may  suppose  the  majority  of  the  House  was  at  once 
in  a  flame.    Of  consequence  they  refused  to  have  his  communication  printed 
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or  have  any  fhing  to  do  witli  it ;  and  ordered  the  Clork  to  deliver  his  papers 
to  him  again.  -   '  ,      .   '. 

Our  Committee  of  enquiry  enter  on  Van  Ness  conduct,  after  an  inter- 
val of  aboat  two  weeks,  to  re-cominence  the  examiuation  of  witnesses  thia 
day.  I  believe  about  a  dozen  fiew  witij«sses  have  arrived  from  New 
York.     I  hope  we  may  be  able  io  finish  the  esaniination  this  week. 

The  Hon.  Sol.  Van  Rensseiaer,        ^  ^"'  ^^^  Sir  Yours  truly, 
House  of  Representatives,  Washington.  ^"'^"^^  MoKown. 

[Hon.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  vice  presideiit  of  the  United  States 
under  President  Monroe;  he  had  many  opponents  in  his  political  career. 
Still  he  had  many  valuable  points,  and  as  a  firm,  efBcieut,  and  zealous 
friend  to  bis  country,  in  times  of  great  di£Gcu]ty  and  need,  he  was  not 
excelled.  He  died  in  the  year  1825.  Judge  William  W.  Van  Neas  was 
strangely  misunderstood ;  but  now  that  the  feverish  state  of  things  haa 
pikssed  away,  and  selfishness  no  longer  warps  the  minds  of  men  regarding 
those  events  in  a  most  remarkable  period  of  time,  full  justice  is  awarded 
to  as  noble  a  man  as  ever  lived.  He  ever  was  distinguished  for  his  high 
intellectual  endowments  and  his  courteous  bearing  in  all  the  relations  of 
life,  and  the  voice  of  history  mourns  over  the  strange  infatuation  that  then 
prevailed.] 

Gm.  CUnton  to  Gen,.  Vam.  Benasdaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany,  27th  March,  1820. 

I  have  received  a  copy  of  Van  Buren's  famous  letter  on  the  "  Rascally 
P.  Masters."  It  is  equally  offensive  to  grammar  and  truth.  It  is  per- 
fectly satisfactory  and  will  produce  a  great  effect.  When  were  the  P. 
Masters  mentioned  in  his  letter  removed  i*  They  are  — Holt  of  Her- 
kimer —  Howell  of  Bath  —  Smith  of  Little  Falls  —  Chamberlin  of  Oxford. 
Why  is  Hoit  retained  if  so  ?  I  had  a  hint  about  the  inaneuvre  to  remove 
P.  Masters  in  Jefferson  and  have  written  to  your  Colleague,  William  D. 
Ford,  on  the  subject.  As  letters  on  file  are  public  documents,  why  not 
boldly  request  a  copy  —  let  it  by  ail  means  be  attended  to,  An  idea  of 
importance  has  struck  me.  Suppose  that  you  and  a  Colleague  desired  a 
private  interview  with  the  President  [James  Monroe,]  stated  the  conduct 
of  the  P.  M.  General  in  removing  Post  Masters  on  the  eve  of  the  elec- 
tion—  that  it  was  reported  that  this  measure  had  met  his  approbation. 
That  you  wished  to  give  a  liberal  support  to  his  administration  and  to 
guard  him  against  misrepresentation,  that  you  respectfully  desiied  to 
know  whether  he  had  or  had  not  sanctioned  and  whether  he  did  or  did 
not  approve  of  the  measure.  Id  either  case  it  was  due  to  his  candor  and 
magnanimity  to  remove  all  doubt  on  this  at  once.  If  I  were  with  you  I 
would  do  this  at  once.  If  he  denied,  it  will  be  well,  if  he  admits,  then 
the  charge  can  be  brought  directly  home  to  him.  If  he  is  silent  so  much 
the  better.  In  all  respects  the  step  is  proper,  decorous  and  respectful ; 
will  do  you  honor  and  is  worthy  of  a  Representative  of  the  people. 

Col.  Livingston,  of  Saratoga  has  a  claim  which  has  been  transmitted  to 
the  Speaker.  Will  you  tell  him  to  notioe  it  and  to  write  to  his  consti- 
tuents frequently.  He  stands  well  there  and  our  friends  are  making 
favorable  demonstrations  in  that  quarter.  Cramer  is  full  of  bitter  de- 
nunciations against  the  Speaker.  Our  accounts  from  the  Counties  are 
very  favorable.  I  am  yours  truly, 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  - 
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"  April  6,  1820.  Report  of  the  Committee  in  the  Case  of  Judge  Van 
Ness.  After  a,  long,  faithful,  and  impartial  investigation,  the  oomniittee 
appointed  for  the  parpose  of  examining  the  official  conduct  of  the  Hou, 
William  W.  Van  Ness,  made  their  satisfactory  Keport  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  we  feel  a  sincere  gratification  in  saying,  that  the  elevated 
chiiracter  of  our  judiciary  stands  unimpaired,  and  the  reputation  and  in- 
tegrity of  one  of  its  most  useful  ornaments,  untouched  and  unsullied. 
The  report  although  brief,  is  full,  satisfactory  and  conclusive.  He  has 
passed  through  the  ordeal  unharmed  — and  that  too,  at  a  period  of  party 
excitement  almost  without  a  parallel.  Every  engine  that  party  rage, 
wealth,  and  influence  could  command,  has  been  set  on  motion  to  impeach 
his  conduct — with  certain  charges  preferred  against  him  by  the  editors. 
of  the  American — but,  after  tbe  strictest  scrutiny  NoTHiNa  could  be 
proved  against  him.  On  the  contrary  his  Innocence  has  been  completely 
established,  and  the  purity  of  the  bench  declared  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  the  people  through  their  representatives.  We  congratulate  the  public 
upon  the  honorable  exculpation  of  this  distinguished  eitizeuj  and  brilliant 
ornament  of  the  bench." 

Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  to  his  Wife. 
My  dear  Harriot,  "Washington,  April  20,  1320. 

Instead  of  the  first  of  May,  I  fear  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Spanish  Minister,  Congress  will  not  adjourn  until  the  eighth.  The  Patrooii 
is  with  us,  and  is  much  improved  in  health,  is  also  in  very  good  spirits. 
He  is  highly  pleased  and  gratified  with  the  standing  and  conduct  oF  his 
Aid,  and  very  affectionate  to  him  ;  ray  neat  quarters  he  is  pleased  with  &c. 

Mr.  Gracey  of  New  York  —  Rodgers  of  the  same  place,  together  with 
G-reigg  from  Ontario  and  the  Patroon  dined  with  me  yesterday  ;  we  had 
a  neat,  substantial  dinner  and  pleasant  jovial  little  party.  Last  night  I 
introduced  them  into  the  Queen's  drawing-room,  she  was  a  Miss  Kortright, 
distinguished  alike  for  her  beauty  and  accomplishments,  and  to  night  we 
take  tea  with  Mrs.  Senator  Brown,  an  old  auquainCanoe  from  Kentucky. 
The  Patroon  leaves  this  on  Saturday,  would  to  heavens,  I  could  accompany 
him,  but  fear  we  shall  not  adjourn  until  the  eighth  of  May,  if  we  do  then. 
I  regret  our  dear  little  patient  Hat  suffers  so  much,  I  was  in  hopes  she 
was  better.  Tel!  her  and  the  little  one,  I  will  bring  them  each  a  dolt,  an 
orange  and  sugar-plums  —  kiss  them  for  me. 

Washington,  May  4th.  You  will  see  my  dear  Wife,  by  these  papers, 

that  both  Houses  of  Congress  have  agreed  to  adjourn  on  the  15th  Instant, 

Although  the  day  is  more  distant  than  I  could  wish,  yet  I  am  delighted 

to  know  the  time  when  I  shall  press  to  my  heart  those  I  love  so  dearly. 

Affectionately  Yours, 

Sol.  Van  RENesELAEii. 

Mrs.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Just  before  the  hour  of  meeting  on  Friday  evening  May  12th,  an  inci- 
dent took  place  in  the  chamber  of  representatives,  worthy  of  note,  from 
not  having  been  fatal  in  its  consequences.  The  chain  by  which  was 
suspended  the  massive  brass  chandelier,  hanging  ia  the  center  of  the  hall, 
gave  way,  as  one  of  the  attendants  on  the  house  was  lighting  the  lamps,  and 
fell  with  a  force  proportioned  Co  its  great  weight,  The  servant  was  thrown 
some  distance  from  tbe  ladder,  and  escaped  unhurt;  and,  although  the  mem- 
45 
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bers  were  gatliering  fast  in  the  hall,  and  tho  fragments  of  the  chandelier 
covered  a  coDsiderahle  space,  it  happened  the  seats  immediately  within  its 
reach  were  not  jet  occupied,  and  no  member  was  seriously  hurt.  A  more 
provideutial  escape  can  scarcely  be  imagined,  the  weight  of  the  chandelier 
being  several  hundred  pounds.  The  chandelier  was  imported  from  Eng- 
land, and  cost  1,  300  dollars. 

The  first  session  of  the  sixteenth  congress,  was  terminated,  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  May  15th,  by  the  adjournment  of  the  two  houses 
until  the  second  Monday  of  November  nest,  being  the  18th  day  of  the 
month.  The  session  closed  in  perfoet  harmony.  No  seasion  of  congress 
has  been  marked  by  more  deliberation  and  coolness  in  its  closing  scene. 

Monday,  Nov.  13,  1820,  the  second  session  of  the  sixteenth  congress 
began.  Wednesday  Nov.  15.  The  house  then  again  proceeded  by  ballot 
to  the  election  of  a  speaker,  and  upon  an  examination  of  the  twenty-second 
ballot,  it  appeared  that  John  W.  Taylor,  one  of  the  representatives  from 
the  state  of  New  York,  was  duly  elected  Spkaker. 

In  Senate  on  NoTember  16, 1820,  "  Keeolved  that  his  excellency,  the 
governor  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  senate  ail  the  information  that  he 
may  possess  in  relation  to  that  part  of  his  speech  which  alludes  to  tho 
general  government,  or  its  officers,  '  as  an  organized  and  disciplined  corpa 
in  our  elections.' 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  said  resolution  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor.  By  order, 

John  F.  Bacon,  Clerk. 
To  the  Senate, 

G-entlemen  :  Fully  appreciating  the  patriotic  solicitude  of  the  senate  to 
prevent  all  unwarrantable  intrusions  in  tlje  political  affairs  of  the  state,  I 
have  received  their  application  for  information  on  this  subject  with  plea- 
sure, and  I  shall,  in  due  time  make  them  a  communication,  which,  I  trust, 
will  be  satisfactory  in  its  nature  and  salutary  in  its  tendency. 

Albany,  Nov.  16,  1820.  DeWitt  Clinton. 

Got),  Clinton  lo  Qen.  Yam  Rensselaer. 

Dear  Sir,  Albany  18  Nov.,  1820. 

Can  you  procure  for  me  a  statement  of  the  whole  number  of  Post  Offices 
in  this  State,  and  the  aggregate  of  compensation  ? 

We  have  received  the  President's  Message,  but  no  account,  as  yet,  of 
the  Election  of  Speaker  in  Mr.  Clay's  place.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Tay- 
lor [John  W.  Taylor]  has  succeeded.  Our  Legislature  are  yet  in  Session. 
Everything  is  working  right-  Yours  Sincerely, 

DeWitt  Clinion, 

Honorable  So!.  Van  Rensselaer,  In  Congress,  Washington. 
Charles  Q.  Moines  to  Gen.  Tan  Mensselaer. 
Dear  General,  New  York  Nov.  20,  1820. 

The  recent  triumph  of  Northern  politics  has  imparted  joy  and  congrat- 
ulations, among  all  our  friends  in  this  City.  To  you  great  Credit  is  given. 
We  feel  confident  that  you  boldly  and  persevcringly  led  the  way  to  victory, 
and  animated  tho  courage  of  the  timid  and  desponding.  Next  comes  the 
Missouri  Constitution.  For  God's  sake  stand  firm,  and  reject  this  odious 
and  abominable  instrument.  If  it  is  received  by  Congress  in  its  present 
shape,  I  would  not  give  a  single  farthing  for  the  American  Confederacy. 
It  will  be  trampled  under  foot,  openly  violated,  and  virtually  destroyed. 
There  is  a  great  sensibility  here  on  this  subject.     A  few  of  ua,  including 
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all  parties  combining  men  of  oandor  and  reason,  met  on  Saturday  Evening 
laBt  to  consnit  on  tlie  propriety  of  calling  a  general  meeting;  but  upon 
the  whole,  after  fall  debate,  it  was  concluded  not  to  do  it.  But  we  stand 
strong,  firm  and  resolute.  If  Civil  War  and  division  of  the  Union  come, 
ao  be  it  I  Eathev  have  these,  than  the  esteuded  horrors  of  Slavery.  How 
do  the  Southern  People  feel  ?  If  we  do  oar  duty,  nothing  can  resist  the 
tide  of  Northern  feeling  and  Northern  independence  that  has  set  in.  The 
Uuoktails  stand  mute  and  thunderstruck.  My  opinion  is,  that  Governor 
Clinton's  Administration  stands  stronger  than  it  did  one  year  ago,  hy  many 
thousands.  Our  triumph  nextSpring  is  certain  if  we  do  any  thing  worthy 
of  our  cause.  In  all  your  operations  at  Washington,  I  hope  nothing  will 
be  said  of  making  Mr.  Clinton  our  President.  My  feelings  towards  him 
you  know  and  God  knows;  but  we  must  embrace  the  whole  ground,  and 
this  cannot  be  done,  if  we  build  upon  the  name  and  merits  of  any  particu- 
lar individual.  This  is  Gtov.  Clinton's  owa  opinion,  as  well  as  my  own. 
Do  let  me  hear  from  you  and  send  me  any  Document  that  may  be  interest- 
ing.    When  will  Crawford  make  hia  Report? 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 
Gen.  Solomon  Van  RensBelaer,  Ch.  G.  Haines. 

Member  U.  S.  Congress,  Washington. 

The  Patroon  U>  Sol.  Van  Sensadaer. 

Dear  Sir,  Albany  Nov.  20,  1820. 

I  regret  that  I  was  disappointed  in  not  seeing  you  in  N.  York.  I  called 
several  times  at  your  Hotel  and  you  was  out. 

Mr  Taylor's  cEection  shews  that  the  North  have  Strength,  if  united. 
We  had  a  tumultuous  Session,  parties  very  violent.  I  pray  that  when  they 
assemble  again,  they  will  be  more  moderate.  Make  my  respects  to  Mr. 
Calhoun  and  remind  him  of  the  Son  of  the  old  Soldier  who  wishes  a  place 
at  West  Point;  he  is  now  at  our  Academy  and  improves  in  Mathematics 
daily  ;  his  name  is  S.V.E.  E.jan.  Kev.  Dr.  Bradford's  defence  was  opened 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Henry  in  very  strong  language.  I  thought  it  had  aa 
effect.  Make  my  respects  lo  Mr.  Bcechor,  Brush  and  rest  of  your  old  mesa. 
I  hope  to  see  you  in  January  for  a  few  days.     Your  friend. 

8.  V.  Rensselaee. 

Major  Genl.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  M.  Congress,  Washington. 

Gov.  C'UiiUm  to  Gen.   Van  Msnaaelaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany  22  Nov.,  1820. 

The  Session  has  passed  over  to  the  mortification  of  the  Jacobins.  The 
Convention  bill  was  modeled  for  the  express  purpose  of  sustaining  them 
in  power  —  Election  in  February  —  Session  in  June.  You  ought  to  write 
to  all  your  friends  urging  them  to  active  exertions.  The  victory  is  certainly 
ours  if  we  act  nobly.  Th  election  of  Speaker  is  very  gratifying.  I  see  in 
Force's  National  Calender  that  compensation  is  still  allowed  to  the  Col- 
lectors of  Internal  Revenue.  Is  this  true  ?  Write  to  me  on  the  subject. 
Can  you  furnish  me  with  any  evidence  about  the  interference  of  Jacobins 
in  stat«  concerns  ?  Yours  Truly  — 0— 

Hon,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  In  Congress,  Washington. 

"The  legislature  of  1820  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  many  re- 
spects ever  convened  in  this  State.  De  Witt  Clinton,  aa  governor,  bad 
such  a  large  majority  of  the  members  who  were  personal  friends  of  his  and 
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pledged  to  snpport  hia  c^inal  policy,  tliat  it  was  familiarly    calleiJ  the 
'ClintODian  House.' 

.  "AdditioDal  interest  is  also  attached  to  this  legislature  from  the  fact  of 
the  impeachment,  trial  and  triumphant  acq uital  of  the  Judge  W.  W.  Van 
NegB,  of  Olaveraok,  Columbia  county,  in  the  conduct  of  which  the  names 
of  Erastus  Root,  Thomas  J.  Oakley  and  Elisha  Williams  figure  conspicu- 
ously, and  which  called  out  the  famous  mathematical  speech  of  Mr.  Boot, 
as  well  as  some  of  the  most  htilliant  speeches  ever  heard  in  the  old  Assem- 
bly Chamber." 

Qen.  Van  Rensselaer  to  his  Wife. 
My  dear  Wife.  Washington  Nov.  24,  1820. 

The  Mail  has  removed  from  my  heart  a  load,  which  I  have  sustained 
with  difficulty,  and  the  nest  I  hope  will  entirely  remove.  Our  dear 
Adeline's  letter  is  before  me,  if  your  sore  flager  only  preventsyour  not  writ- 
ing, and  not  sickness,  I  am  satisfied,  but  let  me  beg  of  you  to  remove  anx- 
iety SB  soon  as  possible. 

Every  thing  is  going  on  well  here,  we  have  received  one  great  victory 
in  the  choice  of  Speaker,  which  like  the  Allies  over  Bonaparte,  has  given 
our  ranks  confidence  ;  and  I  hope  and  believe  we  will  put  down  the 
Missouri  Conntitution,  Our  opposers  treat  us  with  great  civility,  for  they 
have  been  made  to  understand  that  they  are  men  no  better  than  ourselv^, 
and  that  their  blustering  and  swaggering  will  be  promptly  met.  I  have 
received  several  congratulatory  letters  from  the  City  of  New  York  in  which 
they  do  me  more  credit  than  I  deserve,  for  doing  my  duty.  I  wish  our 
friends  to  act  mildly,  bat  they  shall  not  yield  one  inch  of  ground  if  I  o 
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Unalterably  Yours, 

Mrs.  Solomon 

Van  Eenssel 

.aer,  Albany 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

The  slavery  question,  as  connected  with  the  Missouri  Con 
this  time,  distracted  the  whole  country.  "Good  citizens  were  appalled, 
and  painful  feelings  were  inspired  that  the  traffic  in  public  offices  became 
the  most  formidable  auxiliary  of  the  supremacy  of  the  slave  oligarchy, 
many  were'  controlled  by  it,  almost  despotically.  The  poUticians  of  the 
tory  and  slavery  school  would  never  have  had  such  a  long  lease  of  power, 
if  they  had  not  been  able  to  hold  out  the  bait  of  office  to  their  most  unscru- 
pulous camp  followers,  from  their  acquired  influences."  The  speaker, 
Henry  Olay  wrote  to  John  J,  Crittenden  as  follows :  "  The  Missouri  sub- 
ject monopolizes  all  our  conversation,  ail  our  thoughts  and,  for  three  weeks 
at  least,  to  come,  will  occupy  all  our  time.  Nobody  seems  to  think  of  or 
care  about  anytbing  else.  The  issue  of  the  question  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  doubtful.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  itwill  be  finally  com' 
promised." 

James  W.  Barbour  in  a  letter  to  the  same  person  says ;  "  you  have  been 
relieved  from  one  of  the  most  irksome  tasks  I  have  ever  esperieoced,  the 
discussion  of  the  Missouri  question.  Who  could  have  thought,  last  session, 
thatthe  little  «^«c£  we  then  saw  waste  be  swelled  into  the  importance  it  has 
now  assumed,  and  that  upon  its  decision  depended  the  duration  of  the 
XJnioD  ?'  The  dissolution  is  one  of  the  alternatives  spoken  of,  rather  than 
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submit  to  tte  spirit  of  aggression  which  inaTia  the  course  of  our  antago- 
uists.  A  proposition  has  now  been  made  for  a  eompromise,  the  flnjend- 
nient  proposed  bj  Thomas,  whioii,  I  believe,  unpleasant  ae  it  is,  will  be  ac- 
ceded to,  as  a  lesser  evil  than  either  dividing  the  Union,  or  throwing  it 
into  confusion.  The  great  movers  of  this  question  are  against  all  eompro- 
mise." 

If.  U.  Go/Hcr  to  Gen.  Yam,  Mensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany,  24th  No¥,  1820. 

By  your  politeness  and  that  of  your  friend  Br.  Bay,  who  called  at  my 
room  on  Wednesday  Evening,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  your  last 
letter ;  and  now  take  the  liberty  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction  I  de- 
rived from  a  perusal  of  its  contents,  Permit  me  to  reciprocate  your 
congratulations  on  the  election  of  the  Speaker  —  Mr.  Taylor.  It  is  indeed 
a  glorious  triumph,  in  whatever  point  of  view  we  consider  it,  whether  as 
citizens  of  this  State  —  of  the  Northern  States  —  or  as  friends  of  our  own 
Executive.  The  intelligence  created  a  burst  of  joy  among  us  all.  and 
utter  dismay  among  our  opponents.  The  Post-Office  was  thronged  for  an 
hour  before  the  mail  was  opened,  and  every  one  stood  on  tip  toe,  while 
waiting  for  the  news  of  Taylor's  fate.  There  was  a  great  eoJlection  at 
Cook's  Reading  Room;  and  when  it  was  announced  that  Taylor  had  sue- 
ceeded,  some  of  "  the  high-minded  gentlemen"  gave  vent  to  their  feelings 
of  disappointment  and  chagrin.  William  A.  Duer,  John  A.  King,  and 
Gulian  Verplank  publicly  denounoed  Mr.  Taylor  as  a  man  of  no  talents, 
no  qualifications  for  the  office,  and  a  miserable  tool  of  De  Witt  Clinton  ! 
But  as  our  friend  Van  Buren  says,  this  will  have  a  good  effect,  and  indeed 
its  effects  ate  already  visible. 

It  gave  me  siocere  pleasure  to  learn  that  you  had  called  on  the  Post 
Master  General,  and  demanded  a  sight  of  the  letter  of  Van  Buren  about 
the  "  Rascally  Post  Masleri,"  I  want  to  see  this  subject  probed  to  the 
bottom,  that  we  may  know  precisely  on  whose  shoulders  the  respoDsibility 
rests.  You  will  greatly  obhge  me  by  eommunieating  any  information 
you  may  be  able  to  obtain  in  relation  to  this  t  t'  T     w'll        by 

the  Statesman  of  to-day,  that  the  proceedings        h       g  h        p 

dueed  a  very  great  degree  of  political  excitem  h      Sta         A  b     y 

is  in  a  complete  ferment.     Men  who  have  b  h  w 

speak  out.     I  am  told  that  Mr.  A.  Van  Ve  h        h  d  p    as  d 

himself  very  decidedly  against  the  outrageous  p  h     S 

and  Assembly.     Public  sentiment,  so  far  as  I  h 

Governor  and  the  Council  of  Revision.     Dep     d  p 

proceedings  at  the  close  of  the  Session  will  re  h     B  P     7 

and  produce  a  strong  reaetion  in  our  favour,     b  C  fi  m 

and  unshaken  as  Atlas,  and  our  friends  will  m  b 

to  the  shock.     We  will  "  in  due  time"  defeat  p  d 

glorious  triumph. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  passing  last  evening  in  mp  y  w  h  u  d 
ters  at  Judge  Spencer's,  and  lest  they  should  not  write  you,  I  have  the 
satisfaction  to  add,  that  your  family  and  friends  are  in  good  health.  If 
you  find  a  leisure  moment  to  spare,  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  a  line  frOm 
you  would  be  very  gratefully  received.  I  have  the  honor  tfl  be  very 
respeotfnlly  and  sincerely,  Your  friend  and  obedt.  sorvt. 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  N.  H.  Carter. 

!3,  Washington  City. 
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Oharles  O.  Hainea  to  Gen.  Van  Benaaelaer. 
Mj  Dear  Sir,  New  York  Nov.  28,  1820. 

I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter.  I  reciprocate  tte  noble 
sentiments  which  it  breathes,  with  pride  and  with  pleasure.  Lowndes  Re- 
port has  reached  us.  It  esoites  astonishment,  and  kindles  indignation,  I 
never  saw  amore  pitiful,  stupid  Document.  It  calls  down  execrations  on 
the  head  of  the  honorable  Chairman.  [Hon.  William  Lowndes  of  South 
Carolina  one  of  the  Oouimittee  in  charge  of  the  Missouri  constitution.] 
We  stand  better  in  this  Stat«,  in  my  opinion,  than  we  did  a  month  ago. 
The  Buektails  are  aidingour  cause  by  their  violence  and  Jacobinism.  The 
Council  of  Revision  are  right,  Woodworth  shamefully  deserted  ua.  I  think 
that  Adams  is  gaining  ground,  and  Crawford  losing  his  hold.  The  South- 
ern people  will  kill  him.    Stand  firm  and  G-od  bless  jou ! 

Sincerely  yours,  Ch.  G.  Haines. 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Eensselaer,  M.  C,  Washington. 

Gm&mor  Clinton  to  Gen.  Van  Sensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany  29  November,  1820. 

In  Buel's  paper,  of  last  Spring,  there  is  a  letter  from  the  Post  Master- 
General  to  Mr.  Martin  Van  Bnreu  in  answer  to  a  complaint  about  "Eas- 
caily  Post  Masters, "  which  letter  of  eompiaint  does  not  appear.  Now  it 
is  important  to  have  the  ichoh  correspond  en  oe,  wbioh  can  be  done  only  by 
the  consent  of  the  P.  M  Gr.  or  by  a  call  of  Congress.  The  preceding  let- 
ters of  Van  Buren  will  fis  a  connexion  and  give  a  character  to  the  whole 
transaction.  Charles  wrote  to  you  about  the  allegation  in  the  Argus  re- 
specting the  Speaker.  This  ought  to  be  met.  It  will  injure  Aim  essen- 
tially and  not  the  Governor.  Great  efforts  are  making  to  frnatrate  him. 
Cramer  swears  vengeance  &o.  Every  thing  is  proceeding  nobly  in  our 
quarter,  Yoars  Sincerely 

De  Witt  Clinton. 
Hon.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  In  Congress,  Washington. 

Gen.  Van  Renmelaer  to  his  Wife. 
My  dear  Harriot,  Washington  Dee.  1,  1820. 

I  feel  much  fatij;ued  but  cannot  let  the  mail  close  without  informing 
you  that  I  reached  this  place  this  evening  in  perfect  health  and  without 
injury,  although  our  stage  turned  over  imce  between  New  York  aad  Phil- 
adelphia without  detriment  to  any  one.  And  to  day,  when  withio  a  few 
miles  of  this  city,  the  tung  broke  and  we  were  nearly  going  over  a  bridge 
of  about  12  or  14  feet  high;  the  stage  was  full,  and  for  a  time  we  were 
doubtful  of  our  personal  safety,  but  all  escaped  destruotion,  and  nothing 
was  injured  but  one  of  the  horses.  It  has  been  a  tedious  ride,  jolting  over 
very  bad  roads,  though  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  scanning  the  tine  scenery 
and  enjoying  the  jollity  of  pleasant  companions.  I  again  occupy  my  old 
room  where  every  thing  is  snag  and  comfortable  for  me. 

Your  affectionate  Husband, 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Mrs.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

I'.  Pell  to  Gen.  Tan  Rensselaer. 
Dear  General,  New  York  Deer.  1,  1820. 

You  have  doubtless  long  ere  this  received  the  warm  expression  of  thanks 
from  our  friends  in  this  City  for  your  intrepid  and  "independent  conduct 
in  respect  to  the  Letter.     It  gave  us  all  a  spur  here,  and  since  that  time 
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we  have  been  very  alert  in  collecting  information.  I  believe  the  Governor 
will  give  them  a  stomacher.  Never  were  our  frieods  in  better  heart  than 
at  this  moment.  We  hear  of  no  defections.  The  office  holders  know  they 
will  be  turned  out  if  they  persevere,  and  not  a  man  flinches  from  his  post. 
The  Tammanies  are  to  have  a  great  meeting  to  night  at  Tammany  Hall, 
to  denounoe,  and  urge  a  Convention. 

Our  friends  met  last  night  in  confidence,  appointed  acommittee  to  pre- 
pare resolutions  and  an  address  for  a  general  meeting  to  be  called,  ap- 
proving the  conduct  of  the  Council  of  Revision,  and  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall  have  an  overwhelming  meeting  in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  days 
Be  assured  the  Southern  distrust  will  show  a  different  tone  nest  spring. 
All  our  friends  hope  the  question  on  the  A'ssown^iKwill  behard  pressed. 
It  is  idle  now  to  talk  of  concihation  —  nothing  but  sheer  strength  must 
carry  the  day  — and  we  are  only  waiting  a  fair  signal  to  second  the  attack. 
That  signal  must  come  from  Washington.  I  am  collecting  information 
here  about  the  Navy  Yard  at  Brooklyn  —  and  am  under  the  impression 
that  a  large  sum  of  money  is  expended  and  a  considerable  body  of  men 
in  the  Service  of  the  U.  S.  employed  there  steadily.  Of  the  men  I  can 
learn  here,  but  not  of  the  amount  of  money.  What  I  want  is,  the  annual 
expense,  and  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  applied.  Can  you  afford  meany 
aid,  through  the  Naval  Committee  or  otherwise  ?  If  I  could  also  get  the 
amount  expended  in  this  harbour  for  the  support  of  the  troops,  and  of 
the  officers  through  whose  hands  it  passes,  it  may  be  turned  here  to  good 
account.  We  are  determined  to  sift  this  matter  of  government  interfer- 
ence to  the  bottom,  and  we  ahalJ  show,  why  the  City  of  New  York  is  so 
hostile  to  Governor  Clinton.  We  shall  follow  it  up  all  winter,  and  if  pos- 
sible trace  the  channel  through  which  every  dollar  passes.  I  shall  be 
obliged  by  any  communication  from  you ;  and  any  hints  jou  may  suggest 
of  the  course  to  be  pursued  here,  will  be  attended  to. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  Very  respty.  Yours, 

Hon,  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Washington.  Fekris  Pell. 

Qov.  Clinton  to  Gen.  Van  Eeyumelaer. 

My  dear  Sir,  _  Albany  30  December,  1820. 

After  the  compliments  of  the  New  Year,  lam  desirous  of  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  Several  interesting  communications  from  you.  Munell  has 
also  come  safely  to  hand.  The  proof  I  think,  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 
whole  Nation.  No  well  informed  man  denies  the  existence  of  extrsneoua 
influence,  but  it  has  been  a  very  laborious  work  to  collect  testimony. 

I  want  to  know  the  expense  of  M.  S.  Miller's  abortive  attempt  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  Seneca  Indians  two  or  three  years  ago.  His  compensation  — 
that  of  his  Secretary  and  other  incidental  espenses,  as  specific  as  possible. 
As  one  of  the  Military  Committee  you  are  peculiarly  entitled  to  this.  The 
Governor  will  have  to  make  a  direct  attack  on  the  P.  M.  General.  Facts 
will  warrant  it,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  How  far  will  he  be  autho- 
rized to  implicate  the  Head  of  the  Executive  in  the  execution  of  Van 
Buren's  Mandate?  Depend  on  it  —  we  are  doing  well  —  and  we  improve 
every  day.     Whatever  you  have  to  communicate,  let  it  bo  done  imuiedi- 

The  JTonorahle 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  In  Congress,  Washington. 

"  There  is  a  species  of  curiosity  which,  in  great  and  cultivated  minds, 
leads  to  substantial  good  and  lasting  benefit  to  the  community  because 
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eases  of  corruption  are  gaining  strength  and  should  be  investigated.  It  is 
never  right  to  countenance  a  departure  from  those  safe  and  sure  princi- 
ples of  moral  rectitude  which  have  stood  the  test  of  tiiue  and  received  the 
approbation  of  the  good." 

Gen.  Tan  Remmlaer  to  Sis  Wife. 
My  Dear  Harriet,  Washington,  Janj  17,  1821. 

Our  House  eat  until  after  sunset  to  day.  General  Smyth's  euhstitute 
for  our  bill  was  rejected  by  a  very  large  Majority.  The  question  was  to 
strike  out  the  first  Section  of  the  Bill  to  reduce  the  Army  —  which  was  iii 
effect  to  destroy  it,  this  wily  maneuver,  however,  was  negatived  by  an 
overwhelming  Majority.  The  Bill  is  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  and  fix 
the  military  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States."  It  is  to  cut  dowu 
the  Army  to  one  Brig.  Genl.  aod  six  thousand  men,  and  of  course  will 
pass.  Yesterday  —  Tuesday  16th  —  another  member  from  Kentucky  — 
Henry  Clay  —  appeared  and  took  his  seat,  no  doubt  to  labor  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union  with  her  constitution  to  legalize  slavery 
and  perpetuate  that  cursed  institution.  Jacob  H.  De  Witt  ia  still  very 
weak,  but  out  of  danger.  *  *  * 

["  Mr.  Olay,  with  all  his  power,  urged  the  admission,  on  the  ground  that 
to  Missouri  alone  belonged  the  subject  of  her  domestic  slavery ;  declaring 
at  the  same  time,  that,  so  great  was  his  detestation  of  the  system,  were  he 
a  citizen  of  that  state,  he  would  never  consent  to  a  State  Constitution 
which  should  not  provide  for  its  extinction.]  After  the  adoption  of  the 
'  Missouri  Compromise '  of  1820  that  '  Pandora's  box,'  which  held  the 
seeds  of  deadliest  mischief  and  misery  the  whole  country  fell  into  a  deep 
slumber  over  the  question  of  slavery.  The  fires  of  discussion  and  agitation, 
which  had  blazed  so  fiercely  and  furiously  during  the  Missouri  struggle, 
had  died  out,  and  been  followed  by  a  general  stupor  so  profound  that  the 
few  persons  who  still  '  remembered  that  God  was  just,  and  that  his  justice 
would  not  sleep  forever '  were  paralyzed  by  discouragement  and  fearful 
foreboding  of  evil  days  to  come." 

Judge  Van  Ness  to  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer. 
My  Dear  Friend,  Claverack,  24th  Jany.,  1821. 

It  has  been  my  intention  to  write  to  you  for  many  weeks,  but  I  have 
been  so  much  engaged  and  in  so  many  different  ways  that  I  have  not  had 
time  to  attend  to  it.  Your  letters  directed  to  me,  while  I  was  at  New 
York,  were  all  duly  received,  and  I  return  you  my  best  acknowledgments 
for  them.  I  would  have  written  from  New  York,  but  I  was  so  incessantly 
engaged,  that  I  had  no  opportunity  to  frame  such  a  letter  as  I  wished  to 
address  to  you,  and  as  you  would  expect  (o  receive.  The  vote  on  the 
Missouri  Constitution  was  a  proud  victory  of  principle  over  cupidity  and 
selfishness.  It  has  done  more  to  restore  the  North  to  its  just  weight  and 
influence  in  the  National  Councils  than  any  event  which  has  occurred  for 
twenty  years.  Let  ushut  be  faithful  to  ourselves  in  the  further  progress  of 
this  question  and  we  shall  be  redeemed  from  the  contempt  which  was 
brought  upon  us  by  that  miserable  Sycophant  who  betrayed  us  to  the 
lords  of  the  South,  to  enable  him  to  subserve  his  own  purposes.  I  allude 
to  that  smallest  of  small  men  Daniel  D.  Tompkins.  He  has  dofle  more 
to  disgrace  the  character  of  the  North  than  all  the  other  men  who  con- 
spired together  to  barter  away  our  rights  to  the  usurpers  at  Washington. 
In  looking  over  the  proceedings  of  your  house,  lately,  I  confess  that  I  am 
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by  a  vast  majority  of  the  people.  Let  the  Dominant  party  but  go  on  with 
removals  and  appointments  and  there  will  he  a  larger  majority  with  the 
Qovernor  in  the  Legislature  next  winter,  than  he  has  had  any  time  since 
his  Election.  ,  What  do  you  think  of  the  message  of  the  Goveruor  to  the 
Assembly,  respecting  the  interferenoe  of  the  U.  S.  Officers  with  oar 
local  elections  ?  It  ie  a  noble  State  paper,  worthy  of  its  Author,  and  which 
will  produce  more  good  than  any  thing  that  has  been  said  or  written  since 
1800.  The  Bucktails  are  outrageous,  and  in  absolute  dismay.  They  had 
no  conception  of  such  an  exposure.  I  should  like  to  know  what  impres- 
sion this  message  makes  at  Washington.  If  I  am  not  mistaken.  President 
Monroe  will  never  cease  to  regret  that  he  has  lent  himself  to  Martin  Van 
Buren  and  his  coadjutors.  We  feel  well  about  our  own  affairs.  The 
Governor  commands,  more  and  more,  the  confidence  of  all  the  reflecting 
portion  of  the  people.  As  the  views  of  his  opponents  are  unfolded,  the 
more  general  becomes  the  conviction  that  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
State  is  identified  with  his  continuance  in  office.  I  was  a  good  deal 
alarmed  at  a  report,  which  was  circulated  in  Albany,  that  you  was  sick. 
Your  family  was  very  much  terrified,  but  their  fears  as  well  as  my  own 
were  allayed  before  I  left  Albany.  How  does  Henry  R.  Storra  act  ?  to 
what  party  does  he  profess  to  belong  ?  How  very  foolishly  this  young 
man  has  thrown  himself  away.  Make  my  best  respects  to  my  friend 
James  Strong,  he  is  a  good  and  true  man.  What  has  become  of  my  friend 
John  D.  Dickenson  and  family?  I  have  not  heard  from  him  this  winter. 
One  word  more  and  my  paper  ia  full.  Affectionately  Yours, 

Sol.  Van  Eensselaer,  In  Congress,  Washington.        W.  W.  Van  Ness. 
46 
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Qov.  Clinton  to  Qen,  Van  Bensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany,  31  January,  1821. 

I  think  that  you  had  better  forward  the  returns  of  which  you  apeak  in 
your  letter,  as  soon  as  possible.  Boot  [Brastus  Root]  is  muzzled  by  the 
promise  of  being  your  successor.  The  whole  Slate  is  alive  for  office,  and 
next  week  will  exhibit  a  scene  of  office-hunting,  heretofore  unknown  in 
the  annals  of  the  Community. 

I  am  in  favor  of  retrenchment  because  I  believe  that  the  pecuniary 
pressure  of  the  Country  requires  it,  and  because  I  conceive  ihat  the 
national  administration  have  grossly  abused  their  patronage  for  the  pur- 
pose of  individual  aggrandizement.  When  Mr.  Calhoun  gave  in 
his  project  for  the  reduction  of  the  army,  he  knew  the  chances  for  a 
general  retrenchment.  I  am  very  unwilling,  however,  to  carry  this  System 
too  far  or  to  such  an  extent  aa  to  exalt  unworthy  men,  or  to  injure  the 
substantial  defence  of  the  Country.  You  know  my  opinion  of  Scott,  And 
my  high  estimation  of  Brown  and  Jackson.  [Maj.  Uens.  Jacob  Brown 
and  Andrew  Jackson.]  Calhoun  is  unquestionably  the  only  great  man  in 
the  cabinet,  the  only  one  possessed  of  an  intuitive  mind.  On  military 
principles  you  ought  to  retain  one  Major  G-eneral  at  least. 

You  may  let  Colonel  Pell  see  this  letter,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  hand 
him  the  accompanying.  Yours  truly, 

The  Honorable,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  D.  W.  0. 

In  Congress,  Washington. 

Judge  Van  Ness  to  Gen.  Van  Benaselaer. 
My  Dear  Friend,  Claverack  7th  Feb.  1821. 

I  perceive  that  you  have  again  had  the  Missouri  question  under  discus- 
sion. My  solicitude  on  this  subject  increases  the  more  I  reflect  upon  it, 
I  perceive  Mr.  Clay  has  taken  a  part  in  the  debate,  and  I  presume  it  was 
with  a  view  to  this  question  that  he  came  to  Washington.  He  is  an  able 
man,  and  I  understand  a  clever  fellow,  but  I  hope  he  may  not  be  able  to 
delude  any  of  the  friends  of  freedom  in  this  momentous  subject.  I  fear 
not  his  eloqaenoe  or  arguments,  however,  half  as  much  as  I  do  the  over- 
whelming influence  of  the  Cabinet.  Press  a  final  decision  of  this  affair, 
as  soon  as  you  can,  I  have  no  doubt  the  friends  of  the  resolution  will 
endeavor  to  protract  the  discussion,  so  as  to  defeat  a  rejection  of  it  by  the 
present  Congress,  in  the  hopes  that  they  may  have  a  better  chance  with 
the  next.  You  must  bear  in  mind  too,  that  we  have  no  right  to  calculate 
upon  so  unanimous  a  vote  of  the  nest  delegafion  from  this  State.  Several 
Bucktails  will  be  elected  in  districts  now  represented  by  firm  and  in- 
dependent men.  I  have  seen  with  great  satisfaction  that  ^owr  Army  bill 
has  passed  the  House  of  Kepreaentatives  by  a  triumphant  majority.  This 
augurs  well  —  one  source  of  corruption  will  I  hope  now  be  cut  up.  Until 
within  a  few  days,  I  never  read  the  bill — and  I  was  not  therefore  fully 
apprised  of  all  its  detaiK  It  has  occurred  to  me  on  esaraiaing  it,  that  it 
is  hardly  in  the  nature  of  things  that  such  a  thorough  reform  can  be 
effected  at  a  single  stroke.  The  whole  influence  of  the  Army  will  now  be 
exerted  to  prevail  upon  the  Senate  to  introduce  such  modifications  into  the 
bill  as  to  produce  a  reconsideration  of  the  whole  project  in  your  house. 
The  Senate  seeing  the  immense  majority  by  which  the  bill  was  sent  to 
them,  will  no  doubt  be  cautious;  but  that  some  material  amendments  will 
be  made  —  I  can  hardly  doubt.     The  majority  of  the  Senate  are  more 
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purely  party  men  than  in  the  house  of  Representatives  —  they  are 
disciplined  — and  the  power  of  the  cabinet  can  be  brought  to  bea 
them  with  better  effect,  and  [greater  facility  thaa  upon  the  more  nu 
branch  of  the  legislature..  True  wisdom  and  policy  would  seem  therefore 
to  dictate  a  mild  and  temperate,  but  at  the  same  time  a  firm  course  to  your 
house. 

It  would  he  expedient  to  adopt  such  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate,  as  do  not  essentially  affect  the  principles  of  the  bill,  as  you  have 
passed  it.  I  mean  such  amendments  as  your  honor  aud  your  duty  will 
allow  you  to  sanction.  Any  alteration  calculated  to  divide  your  friends 
and  in  the  end  to  frustrate  your  whole  plan  should  be  promptly  and  in- 
dignantly rejected.  By  attempting  to  affect  too  much,  I  have  frequently 
found  that  a  whole  measure  has  been  jeopardised  and  sometimes  lost.  On 
reading  a  New  York  paper,  a  day  or  two  ago,  I  observe  that  a  fear  ex- 
pressed that  15  case  of  the  discharge  of  the  Major  Gl*nerals,  the  Command 
of  the  whole  Army  will  be  committed  to  Gen.  Scott  —  of  whom  you  know 
I  entertain  the  utmost  contempt.  Now  suppose  the  Senate  should  pro- 
poae  that  one,  or  both  the  Major  Generals  should  be  retained,  what  would 
It  be  proper  for  your  hoase  to  do  1*  I  am  speaking  of  a  subject  I  confess 
which  I  do  not  profess  to  understand  half  as  well  as  you  do,  and  therefore 
Bpeak  with  diffidence.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  in  the  event  I  have 
supposed,  that  the  house  ought  to  recede,  provided  you  are  satisfied  the 
Senate  is  in  earnest,  and  resolved  to  suffer  the  whole  measure  to  fall  to 
the  ground  unless  this  point  shall  be  yielded  to  tbem.  Indeed  it  rather 
appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  propriety  in  having  an  Officer  at  the  head 
of  the  Army  of  superior  rank.  If  the  Senate  should  insist  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief should  be  a  Major  General,  the  question  arises  whether 
in  preference  to  hazarding  the  whole  bill  this  proposition  should  not  be 
conceded.  On  these  points  however,  you  are  better  able  to  form  just  con- 
clusions than  I  am,  and  whatever  you  may  judge  to  be  beat  calculated  to 
promote  the  public  interest,  and  to  establish  a  just  economy,  you  will  find 
your  friends  will  approbate.  Let  me  hear  from  you  on  this  aubjeot.  I 
go  to  Albany  tu  the  Court  of  Errora,  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  you  direct 
your  letters  to  that  place.  Martin  Van  Buren  was  yesterday,  no  doubt, 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  U.  8.,  in  the  place  of  Sanford.  The  latter 
in  the  Bucktail  Caucus  had  24  votes  and  V.  B.  58.  Had  Sanford's  friends 
been  true  to  him,  he  might  have  been  chosen  with  the  utmost  ease.  I 
suspect  our  friends  have  not  even  voted  for  him.  They  probably  have 
thrown  away  their  votes  upon  a  man,  they  will  find,  who  has  a  decided 
political  character.  The  new  Council  meets  to  day  and  the  nest  mail  will 
probably  bring  you  the  news  of  your  removal,  as  Adjutant  General,  and 
of  Roots  appointment  in  your  place.  Rely  upon  it  the  nest  Election  will 
set  every  thing  right  again.  Moat  affectionately  Tours, 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  M.  C,  Washington.      ^'  ^'  ^^"  ^^^^' 

Gov.  Olmton,  to  Gm.  Tan  Renseeia&r. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Albany  14th  Feb.  1821. 

I  have  received  your  three  packages  of  Military  Returns  by  this  day's 

Your  removal,  from  Adjutant  General,  is  generally  and  justly  obnos~ 
ious.  There  is  no  doubt  of  your  re-nomination  for  Congress,  and  there  is 
nodoubt  but  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  have  prostrated  the  faction. 

Charles  E.  Dudley  is  appointed  Mayor  of  Albany.     All  their  appoiut- 
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ments  are  injudicious  and  many  of  ttem  very  Scandalous.  The  dis- 
satiaiaction  among  the  Bucktails  is  general.  "We  think  that  the  Army 
ought  to  stand  on  the  Senate  Bill :  so  say  all  judicious  friends.  John  Brush 
a  valuable  friend  wishes  the  appointment  of  Post  Master  in  Poughkecpsie. 
He  has  a  hrother  in  your  house  from  Ohio.  Can  you  promote  the  object 
and  confer  with  him  on  this  subject?  Yours  Sincerely, 

De  Witt  Clinton. 
Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  in  Congress,  Washington. 

Oen.  Van  Bensaelaer  to  his  Wife. 
My  Dear  Harriot,  Washington  Feb.  17.  1821. 

Before  the  Mail  closes,  I  must  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mag's,  Ade- 
line's and  your  Setter  of  11th  Inst,  dismiss  my  loye,  all  fears  about  me. 
I  am  io  perfect  health  and  only  wish  for  the  happy  moment  when  I  shall 
embrace  you  ;  this  life  of  separation  is  a  horrid  one  to  me.  ,  If  I  return  to 
this  place,  I  pray  to  God  to  be  enabled  to  bring  you  with  me.  I  shall 
then  be  perfectly  happy,  and  make  you  so  too;  my  every  happiness  is 
centred  in  you ;  you  first  warmed  my  heart,  which  love  has  increased  with 
time  until  you  have  became  part  of  myself.  I  now  feel  in  high  spirits 
that  two  weeks  from  this  day  will  close  the  Session,     ,jt     *     * 

Gluu.  Q.  Haines  to  G»n.  Van  Bensselaer, 
Dear  Genl.  New  York,  27  Feb.,  1821. 

Yon  will  this  day  receive  a  Letter  from  a  Committee,  requesting  in- 
formation as  to  your  return  to  this  City  from  Washington.  A  public 
Dinner  has  been  decreed  to  you,  and  on  no  ground  must  you  shrink  or 
disappoint  us.  I  had  the  honor  of  bringing  Ibrward  the  proposition  to  a 
number  of  highly  respectable  Citizens  at  Washington  Hall,  and  it  was  re- 
ceived with  unbounded  enthusiasm.  It  has  gone  through  the  City  and 
inspired  the  same  elevated  and  honourable  feelings.  This  will  not  be  a 
party  Dinner.  The  Committee  of  Arrangements  are  taken  from  various 
quarters.  It  will  be  strictly  a  citizens  dinner,  and  one  of  the  most  re- 
spectable that  has  ever  been  given  in  this  City.  Ouv  political  prospects 
are  glorious.  With  one  bold  effort  we  can  prostrate  the  Jacobins.  I  am 
glad  to  see  tlie  old  North  behave  so  nobly  on  the  Missouri  question. 
Stand  firm  :  God  and  the  Nation  are  with  you.  Again  I  say,  you  must 
not  disappoint  your  friends.  Sincerely  Yours, 

Hon.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Washington,         Chas,  G.  Haines. 

The  Musouri  Compromise  allowed  slavery  south  of  36°  30'  north  lati- 
tude, and  in  that  state.  "  Missouri  had  applied  for  admission.  The  ques- 
tion arose  should  she  be  admitted  as  a  slave  state  ?  After  a  strong  debate, 
it  was  decided  that  slavery  should  be  tolerated  in  Missouri,  but  prohibited 
in  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  north  and  west  of  Arkansas. 

"  March  3,  1821.  A  resolution  providing  for  the  admission  of  the  state 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a  certiiin  condition  was  approved  and  signed 
by  the  president." 

Oen.  Van  Benmdaer  to  his  Wife. 
My  dear  Harriet,  Washington,  March  3,  1821. 

We  have  this  evening  finished  the  Missouri  question,  and  have  been 
beaten  by  a  Majority  of  Three.  The  subject  was  so  warmly  contested  that 
to  allay  the  terrible  storm,  that  was  brewing  with  danger  to  the  Union, 
Mr.  Clay  proposed  the  "  Missouri  Compromise,"  which  allows  slavery  in 
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that  State  even  after  admitted,  but  prohibits  it  north  of  36°  30'.  The 
contemptible  hargaining  Yankees  were  frighteued  hy  the  braggadocio 
Southern  Nahohs,  some  bolted,  and  others  voted  against  na.  Thej  are  a 
deapicable  set,  and  instead  of  governing,  which  they  had  the  opportunity 
to  do,  they  gave  all  up.  They  are  not  fit  for  negro  drivers  to  the  people 
of  the  South,  aod  even  they  despise  such  vacillation  and  political  servi- 
tude. I  am  reapeoted  even  by  the  Southerners  because  I  have  ever 
opposed  them  manfully.  We  would  have  defeated  the  whole  clique,  had 
the  three  members  from  our  State  acted  as  firmly  as  they  said  they  would, 
never  to  give  up  the  question  whatever  might  be  the  consequence.  Those 
three  firm,  men  :  Caleb  Tompkins  (a  brother  of  the  Vice-President) 
"Walter  Case  and  Earmanus  Peck  of  Schenectady  bolted  upon  the  last 
question.  We  sat  without  dinner  every  day  this  week  until  nine  o'clock 
at  night.  Our  caucus,  in  which  a  strenuous  effort  was  vigorously  put 
forth  against  Slavery  in  any  shape  whatsoever,  might  have  won  honorable 
fame  to  itself,  and  greatly  benefited  the  country  if.they  had  only  acted 
with  firmness  and  courtesy.  But  with  an  impetuous  and  inconsiderate 
rashness  our  Government  is  being  placed  in  an  attitude  of  peril,  and  from 
this  critical  emergenoy  we  have  tried  to  save  her  by  wholesome  measures 
which  have  been  frustrated.  Mr.  Clay  as  a  sagacious  counsellor  and 
statesman  has  exerted  his  influence  to  bring  around  the  practical  measure 
upon  which  this  amicable  agreement  between  the  North  and  South  has 
now  been  adjusted,  and  the  honor,  if  there  is  any  in  this  affair,  belongs 
to  him  for  a  successful  issue  to  his  well  moant  efforts.  The  House  does 
not  meet  tomorrow,  therefore  I  shall  take  a  ride  on  horseback  for  ten  or 
twelve  miles  out  into  the  country.  I  have  been  so  much  confined  that  I 
maeh  need  the  diversion,  but  I  am  in  perfect  health  of  body,  only  just 
heartily  home-sick  and  never  wished  so  much  to  see  you;  but  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  say  when  that  wished  for  moment  will  arrive.  Write  me  how 
Tompkins  and  politics  come  on ;  about  my  friend  Judge  Van  Ness  &c., 
with  all  the  items  of  home  news.  I  received  Adeline's  letter  yesterday, 
and  one  to  day  from  a  Gentleman  saying  he  had  attended  our  girls  splendid 
party,  and  that  all  the  guests  were  pleased.  This  gentleman  is  Peter 
Gansevoort;  I  wish  much  I  could  have  made  one  of  the  happy  number. 
Good  night  my  Love,  kiss  our  little  ones  for  me  and  big  ones  too.  Believe 
me  unalterably  your  affectionate  Husband,  SoL.  Van  Kensselaee. 
Mrs.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

"  The  admission  of  Missouri  as  a  state  into  the  Union,  was  made,  by 
its  connection  with  the  subject  of  slavery,  one  of  the  most  violently  con- 
tested questions  that  ever  agitated  the  councils  of  the  nation.  A  bill  had 
been  introduced  into  congress,  providing  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  on 
the  condition,  that  all  children  of  slaves,  born  after  the  passage  of  the  net, 
should  be  free,  after  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  that  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  should  be  prohibited.  The  excitement  in 
congress  infected  the  people  when  this  bill  was  dofeated  and  the  north  was 
arrayed  against  by  the  south." 
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CHAPTER  XVn. 

Appointment  of  Albany  Post  Master. 
Tribute  of  Respect. 

The  following  letters  were  copied  ia  the  jVew  York  Columbian  prefaced 
by  these  remarks : 

"  We  have  obtained  from  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  subscribed  to 
the  following  correspondence,  copies  thereof  for  publication.  The  senti- 
ments contained  in  the  letter  to  Gen.  Van  RensBelaer,  as  well  as  his 
answer,  do  honor  to  the  parties,  and  cannot  fail  to  sink  deep  into  the 
minds  of  all  good  men.  It  is  probable  that  this  correspondence  would 
never  bafe  met  the  eyes  of  the  public,  had  it  not  been  for  the  calumnies 
on  the  character  of  Goo.  Van  Eensselaer,  which  have  recently  appeared 
in  the  factious  papers  of  this  city." 

To  Gen.  Solomon  Van  Renemlaer. 
Sir,  New  York,  March  5,  1821. 

As  friends  to  personal  merit  — -  aa  friends  to  elevated  and  manly  prin- 
ciples—  and  as  friends  to  the  honor  and  credit  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
a  large  and  respectable  number  of  your  fellow  citizens,  in  this  city,  are 
anxious  to  f;reet  your  return  from  the  seat  of  government  by  some  public 
testimony  of  esteem  and  respect  compatible  with  the  tone  of  popular  feel- 
ing, inspired  by  your  removal  from  the  office  of  adjutant  general;  and 
the  just  appreciation  of  your  important  services  to  the  state  and  to  tho 
nation.  They  have  agreed  to  give  you  a  public  dinner,  and  only  wait 
your  acceptance  of  this  proffered  tribute  of  regard,  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements.  In  times  when  worth,  valor  and  talent  are  proscribed  in 
the  civil  commotions  of  a  state,  there  is  a  gratification  in  seeing  a  free  and 
intelligent  people- indicate  their  regard  and  attachment  for  the  victims  of 
party  exclusion  — for  men  who  deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  present  age, 
and  the  gratitude  of  posterity  for  men,  whose  deeds  of  bravery  will  ever 
form  an  illustrious  example  on  the  page  of  history,  and  whose  political 
course  has  been  distinguished  by  integrity,  honor,  firmness  and  decision. 

Your  early  military  services,  your  brilliant  exploits,  during  the  late 
war,  your  scars  and  your  wounds,  nobly  received  in  tho  defence  of  your 
country,  as  well  as  your  recent  services  on  the  floor  of  Congress  deserve 
far  more  than  any  homage  which  we  can  render  you.  Please  to  inform 
us  on  what  day  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you, 

ROBT.   BOGARDUS,  BeNJ.  G.  MiNTUBN, 

Benj.  Ferris,  Chas.  G.  Haines, 

Isaac  M.  Ely,  Jonas  Mapes, 

J.  Le  Roy,  Committee. 

Gentlemen,  City  Hotel  New  York,  March  6,  1821. 

Your  flattering  demonstration  of  public  regard  has  been  received  with 
the  most  grateful  sensibility.  However  little  I  may  deserve,  for  any  serv- 
ices rendered,  so  distinguished  a  mark  of  approbation,  or  be  entitled  to 
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5                                     m  eflect,  that  mj  motives  have 
b                    P              d 

p  b        ta  wh    h     have  been  called  by  the  in- 

d    g             fid    ce       my         w  has  ever  beeo  my  amhitioo  to 

p    m  te         p      p               dm  h    h   lor  of  the  State.     And  their 

a  p                                    b    m      w  m       ward  for  past,  and  the  noblest 

h      m    bea  h  mp       d  b    recent  fatigue,  as  t<i  compel 

m        d  fl    te  Be  pleased  to  accept  on  behalf 

0  es      d  w  ssuranee  of  my  most  grateful 

respect.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer. 

To  Robert  Bogardus,  Bonj.  G.    Minturu,  Benjamin  Ferris,  Charles  6. 
Haines,  Isaac  M.  Ely,  Jonas  Mapes,  J.  Le  Roy,  Committee. 

"March  14,  1821.  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  was  yesterday 
unanimously  nominated  for  a  re-election  ro  Congress  by  the  Albany  County 
Federal  Rupublican  Convention  for  Representative  to  Congress."  On 
February  12th,  while  General  Van  Rensselaer  was  attending  to  his  oon- 
gressional  duties  at  Washington,  he  was  removed  by  the  new  Council  of 
AppointmeiU  from  the  office  of  adjutant  general  —  a  situation  he  had 
been  allowed  to  retain  during  the  administration  of  Governors  Jay, 
George  Clinton,  Lewis,  Tompkins  and  De  Witt  Clinton's  till  this  year, 
having  fulfilled  the  duties  of  the  responsible  station  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  the  country.  Upon  being  superseded  by  William  L.  Marcy,  Esq., 
the  above  re-nomination  was  immediately  made.  At  the  time  of  election  — 
by  an  overwhelming  majority  over  the  Democratic  candidate,  Hon.  Har- 
manus  Bleecker,  it  was  oertifled  that  :  "Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  by  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  in  the  Ninth  District  was  elected  Representative 
for  this  state  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Seventeenth  Congress 
of  the  United  States,"  This  official  return  was  hailed  with  great  joy  by 
s  friends. 


Judge  Vam.  Nem  to  Gen.  Van  Renssetner. 
Dear  Sir,  New  York  May  16, 1821. 

I  saw  the  Chancellor  [James  Kent]  yesterday  and  had  a  long  talk  with 
him  on  the  subject  of  the  Convention.  I  am  authorized  in  saying  that  if 
you  think  proper  to  nominate  him  as  one  of  your  candidates,  he  will  not 
decline.  We  all  here  think  he  ought  to  be  in  the  convention  and  I  hope 
you  will  send  him  if  you  can.  I  also  think,  it  of  the  highest  importance 
that  the  Chief  Justice  [Ambrose  Spencer]  should  be  in  the  convention. 

I  have  this  day  written  to  the  Patroon  in  relation  to  the  Chancellor.. 
It  would  be  well  enough  for  you  to  mention  this  to  a  few  confidential 
friends.  You  may  say  jou  are  authorized  to  declare  that  if  the  Chancellor 
is  nominated  he  will  not  decline  —  my  name  need  not  be  mentioned.  I 
wrote  to  Dr.  Bay  on  these  subjects.  I  shall  be  at  home  on  Sunday.  God 
bless  you.  W.  W.  Van  Ness. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer  Albany. 

"  This  convention  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  assembJed  at 
Albany,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  1821,pursuant  to  an  act  of  the 
legialatureof  the  saidstate,  entitled 'an  act  recommending  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  passed  March  13th.'  The  object  of  this  convention  was 
to  decide,  by  a  majority  of  votes  as  given  against  the  amended  constitution, 
then  it  should  be  deemed  rejected  by  the  citizens  of  this  state  i  But  if  & 
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majority  of  the  said  votes  are  for  the  amended  constitution,  then  the  same 

shall  be  deemed  to  be  ratified,  and  confirmed,  hy  the  citizens  of  the  state." 

The  First  Sesston  of  the  seuEnteerUh  congress  began   December  3,  1821, 

and  Q-eneral  Van  Bensselaer  entered  upon  his  second  oongfessional  term. 

Representatives  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  Congress ;  XViIth  CON- 
GRESS.—  Cadwallader  D.  Golden,  Silas  Wood,  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  John 
I.  Morgan,  Jeremiah  H.  Pierson,  William  W,  Van  Wyok,  Walter  Patter- 
son, Silas  Tuthill,  Charles  H.  Rugglea,  Richard  MoCarty,  Solomon  Van 
Rensselaer,  John  D,  Dickinson,  John  W.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Eeu- 
bsn  H,  Walworth,  John  .Gebhard,  Alfred  Coukling,  Samuei  Campbell, 
James  Hawks,  Joseph  Kirkland,  Thomas  H.  Hubbard,  Micah  Sterling, 
Elijah  Litchfield  William  B,  Rochester,  David  Woodcock,  Elijah  Spen- 
cer, Bonjmain  Ellioott.     Senators  —  Rufus  King,  Martin  Van  Buren. 

Philip  P.  Barbour  of  Virginia  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house. 

Oncers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States :  James  Monroe, 
president,  Daniel  D,  Tompkins,  vice  president;  John  Q.  Adams,  secre- 
tary of  state ;  William  H.  Crawford,  secretary  of  the  treasury ;  John 
C.  Calhoun,  secretary  at  war;  Smith  Thompson,  secretary  of  the  navy; 
Return  J.  Meigs,  post-master  general ;  John  Marshall,  chief  justice. 

Officers  of  the  Government  of  the  State  of  New  York  :  His  Excellency 
De  Witt  Clinton,  governor ;  John  Taylor,  lieutenant  gov- ;  James  Kent, 
chancellor;  Ambrose  Spencer,  chief  justice;  William  W.  Van  Nesa, 
Joseph  C.  Yates,  Jonas  Piatt,  John  Woodworth,  justices  of  8.  C.  John 
V.  N.  Yatea  secretary  of  state ;  John  Savage,  comptroller  ;  Benjamin 
Knower,  treasurer;  Simeon  De  Witt,  surveyof  general;  Samuel  A.  Tal- 
cott,  attorney  gen.;  William  L.  Maroy,  adjutant,  genera!;  Gerrit  V. 
Denniaton,  judge  advocate  general;  Archibald  Campbell,  deputy  secre- 

DiED.  At  his  seat  in  Greenbush,  Rensselaer  county  on  Tuesday  evening 
December  11th,  1821,  Major  Nanning  I.  Vibscher  aged  forty-nine. 
Major  Visscher  received  his  first  commission,  aa  ensign,  in  the  United  States 
army  under  Pre8identWashington,at  the  early  age  of  nineteen,  and  entered 
into  immediate  service.  He  received  regular  promotion  in  our  then  small 
military  establishment,  and  served  under  Gen.  Wayne  during  the  whole 
of  that  dangerous  warfare,  until  our  Indian  enemies  were  driven  back  and 
peace  was  made  with  them.  Possessing  an  ardent  aeal  for  the  service,  and 
being  rigidly  eiact  in  the  performance  of  every  military  duty,  he  was  en- 
trusted by  bis  general  with  the  command  of  several  important  military 
posta,  and  often  placed  in  highly  responsible  situations,  where  his  bravery 
and  prudence  rendered  him  essentially  useful.  He  was  again  promoted 
by  President  Adams  ia  the  second  regiment  of  infantry,  in  1801,  where 
he  remained  till  1810,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  rifle  regiment. 
Having  obtained  permission  to  go  to  England,  ou  his  private  affairs,  about 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  he  hastened  the  settlement  of  hia  buai- 
nesB  in  that  country,  and,  on  his  return,  solicited  from  government  employ- 
ment, with  a  rank  to  which  he  justly  deemed  his  long  service,  and  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  army  entitled  him.  The  places  he  had  a  right  to  expect, 
however,  having  been  filled  up  with  officers  who  had  been  junior  to  him 
in  rank,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  tender  bis  resignation,  fljajor  Visscher 
was  ever  considered  a  valuable  officer  and  a  worthy  citizen.  His  urbanity 
of  manners  and  gentlemanly  deportment,  gave  him  many  friends.  Those 
who  were  more  particularly  intimate  with  him,  and  had  an  opportunity  to 
know  hiis  unaffected  generosity  and  genuine  goodness  of  heart,  will  long 
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remember  him  with  siocere  affection.  His  death  will  he  deeply  felt  by 
an  extensive  circle  of  friends  and  connections,  hut  hy  none  so  aontely,  as 
his  afBicted  widow.  Respect  for  his  memory  was  marked  hy  the  numbers 
who  attended  his  funeral  on  Thursday,  13th  instant.  Several  of  the  uni- 
form companies  of  Albany,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  state  of  the 
weather  and  dangerous  crossing,  with  their  characteristic  promptness, 
volunteered  in  paying  the  last  honors  to  the  deceasted  fellow-soldier. 


Got.  OUnion  to  Gen,  Fan  £ 
My  dear  Sir,  Albany,  25  December,  1821. 

Knowing  your  indisposition  to  an  Epistolary  Correspondence,  I  did  not 
intend  to  trouble  you  with  any  of  my  letters  until  something  should  occur 
of  considerable  interest,  and  a  rumor  which  has  just  reached  me  has 
prompted  this  communication.  It  is  said  that  the  Post  Master  General 
has  notified  the  Post  Master  of  this  City,  thatif  he  does  not  make  good  his 
defaults  by  the  first  of  January,  he  will  be  removed.  And  as  this  will  be 
out  of  his  power,  a  Scramble  will  take  place  for  the  spoils.  Judge  Howe 
it  is  said  is  already  at  work.  Can  you  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  and  let 
me  know  who  the  Sureties  are  and  whether  we  ought  to  stir  in  this  affair, 
as  we  are  all  concerned  in  having  a  good  post  master.  Our  Legislature  meet 
on  the  1st  of  January.  The  Speech  will  be  sent  to  you  immediately  after 
it  is  delivered.  The  public  mind  is  in  a  &¥oumble  tone,  and  1  think  that 
great  events  are  yet  in  store  and  will  in  time  be_  realized.  Send  the  docu- 
ments regularly. 

One  of  your  Daughters  sustained  an  injury  by  a  fall  but  she  is  now 
almost  well  and  the  rest  of  your  family  entirely  so. 

I  am  dear  Sir,  Your  sincere  friend, 

De  Witt  Clinton. 
The  Honorable  Solomon  Van  Eensaelaer,  In  Congress,  Washington. 

Sol.  Van  Bemaselaer  to  the  Patro&n. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Washington  Dec.  26,  1821. 

I  have  just  reoeived  yonr  letter  for  which  I  thank  you.  Your  congratu- 
lations on  my  escape  in  the  stage,  and  your  pious  thanks  to  Him  who  has 
so  often  protected  me  in  danger,  calls  forth  feelings  which  are  easier  felt 
than  expressed.  To  that  All-powerfal  Being  I  also  feel  grateful,  in  which 
ao  interesting  and  affectionate  family  have  reason  to  participate.  This 
warm  expression  of  your  feelings  is  the  more  grateful  to  my  heart,  as  I 
feared  from  some  circumstanoes  that  I  had  been  mis-represented.  It  was 
my  intention  to  have  spoken  to  you,  on  this  subject,  that  I  might  meet 
my  calumniator  before  you,  but  a  conscious  pride  that  I  had,  at  the  risk 
of  promotion,  office  and  more  serious  consequences  at  this  place  —  defended 
you,  kept  me  silent.  I  never  wrote  or  urged  any  person  living  in  favor 
of  my  nomination  [to  Congress],  which  teok  place  three  days  after  I  got 
home.  When  Mr  Schuyler  called  upon  and  urged  me  to  decline,  and  after 
I  told  him  that  it  was  not  from  ambition,  but  to  save  something  for  my 
family  that  I  could  not,  he  spoke  o£  my pecjotiarf/  obligations  io  thu  fojmily  t 
it  roused  my  indignant  feelings.  I  told  him  if  ymt,  had  of  your  own  accord 
paid  money  for  me,  1  had  Uaki'd  ray  ii/e,  and  spent  my  blood  in  dejence 
o/todr  honor  and  reputation.  I  regretted  I  had  said  so  much  but,  the 
indelicate  manner  in  which  he  treated  me,  at  the  moment,  called  it  forth ; 
besides  from  what  passed  between  us  at  this  place,  I  was  satisfied  ^ou  knew 
47 
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nothing  of  the  project.  At  this  criaia  too  I  had  been  removed,  [from  being 
Adjutant  General]  and  one  charge  against  me  was  for  pushing  the  pro- 
motion of  the  very  man  who  wished  my  place  here  [in  Congress.] 

You  have  formed  a  proper  opinion  of  Eustia,  he  is  amiable,  weak  and 
honeat,  he  is  particularly  I'riendly  to  me,  before  he  left  the  War  office,  he 
put  me  down  as  a  Brigadier-G-eneral.  He  is  easily  managed,  has  no 
opinion  of  his  own.  The  Committee  will  go  with  me,  and  as  that  is  well 
known  I  receive  every  attention.  We  have  bad  three  meetings,  I  waved 
the  subject  of  the  army  ;  we  meet  again  tomorrow  when  I  shal!  be  ready 
to  act.  I  rejoice  that  our  opinions  on  this  subject  coincide,  but  my  opinion 
shall  not  be  known  before  hand.  Calhoun  called  and  set  with  me  an  hour, 
this  morning,  to  explain  the  difficulty  at  West  Point.  He  asked  me  to 
take  a  family  dinner  with  him,  but  wbich  I  declined  as  I  was  engaged  at 
the  Presidents  —  out  of  alphabetical  order. 

Van  Buren  is  very  civil,  he  and  all  the  Backtails  have  been  to  see  me. 
I  am  upon  good  terma  with  them  all,  but  they  are  detested  by  the  very 
men  they  voted  with  on  the  subject  of  the  Speaker.  Van  Buren  stays 
with  Dickinson,  Patterson  and  others  at  Strothers ;  he  spoke  at  the  table 
in  handsome  terms  of  me.  He  knows  nothing  of  the  object  I  have  in 
view.  The  office  of  Post  Master  at  Albany  will  become  vacant  unless  he 
makes  deposits  to  a  large  amount  in  the  State  Bank  without  delay.  He 
has  been  written  to  more  than  a  fortnight  since,  and  up  to  this  day  the 
Post  Master  General  has  received  no  answer  from  Southwiek.  The  Post 
Master  General  is  my  decided  friend,  I  will  also  have  the  support  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  [John  C.  Calhoun].  I  think  also  all  the  members  from 
our  State  in  our  House,  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Tenneaaee  will  vote  that 
office  to  me;  and  if  a  strong  recommendation  comes  from  Albany.and  yon 
write  to  King  and  Van  Buren  in  such  terms  as  the  occasion  will  warrant, 
I  think  by  abandoning  politics,  with  a  strict  regard  to  my  duty,  I  may  sit 
down  in  comfort,  peace  and  quietness  with  an  affectionate  family  the  rest 
of  my  precarious  days,     I  have  indeed,  as  you  say,  made  sacrifices  enough. 

Without  any  trouble  I  will  procure  the  nomination  of  Stephen.  What- 
ever interesting  occurs  you  shall  be  made  acquainted  with.  I  stay  at  the 
same  house,  and  in  the  same  room  you  found  me,  opposite  to  Calhouns, 
where  I  shall  be  rejoiced  to  see  you.  Randolph  —  he  is  aa  crazy  as  ever, 
but  very  friendly,  and  many  others  asked  about  you. 

Whatever  Providence  has  decreed  for  me,  I  never  shall  be  wanting  in 
gratitude  or  affection  for  you. 

Southwioks  fixed  Salary,  free  of  expenses  is  $2000,  his  son  who  is 
dead  got  $800  and  another  son,  a  little  boy  ?1&0,  besides  two  clerks  at 
1300  each.     I  have  written  to  Denniston  and  McKown  on  this  subject. 
Your  Obt.  Servt. 

Sol.  Van  Eensselaeb. 
Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Denniston  told  me  before  I  left  home,  that  Southwiek  was  much  in 
arrears  and  wished  me  to  enquire  about  it.  I  think  it  very  probable  that 
he  would  like  the  situation  for  his  soa-in-law  Robert  Elliott  who  was  teller 
in  the  Bank  but  has  resigned  his  situation. 

Judge  MeKaiBih  to  Oen.  Van  li^isselaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  Albany,  26  Dec,  1821. 

Mr  Denniston  has  shewn  me  your  letter  to  him.  I  believe  he  writes 
himself  by  this  mail,  bat  immediately  on  reading  your  letter  he  did  not 
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heaifate  to  say  instantly  that  he  would  not  make  any  interest  for  himself, 
biit  would  cordially  assist  in  every  way  you  might  point  out  or  that  he 
could  himaelf  suggest  to  give  effect  to  your  application.  And  he  desires 
by  all  means  that  you  should  not  let  any  circumstance  escape  you  at 
Washington  that  might  farther  your  prospects.  I  do  not  understand 
you  to  say  In  yonr  letter  that  I  shall  communicate  with  our  friends 
Alexander  and  Van  Vechten  on  the  subject  at  present,  aad  I  shall  wait 
your  instructions,  lest  by  doing  so  I  shall  be  premature.  I  hazard 
nothing  when  I  say  we  can  raise  the  united  voice  of  tiie  vieaUk,  character, 
aad  bmness  of 'Our  City  in  your  favor.  As  to  those  who  do  not  pay  12^ 
cents  postage  a  year,  they  may  be  induced  to  recommend  the  first  Specu- 
lator and  adventurer  that  applies.  But  the  P.  M.  Genl.  and  the  heads 
of  Department  know  full  well  how  to  estimate  those  who  apply  by  numbers 
of  those  who  recommend. 

The  Government  were  imposed  upon  in  the  appointment  of  the  present 
incumbent,  and  I  should  suppose  they  would  rather  take  a  man  they  did 
know,  and  who  the  country  knew,  than  one  recommended  by  others,  no 
matter  tow  high  in  office  those  were  v(ko  solicited  for  him.  If  there  was 
Dot  a  defalcation,  the  great  dissatisfaotion  and  distrust  of  the  office  that 
at  present  exist  bere  among  the  business  part  of  the  Citizens  of  every 
denomination,  ought  to  induce  the  removal  of  the  Incumbent  without 
hesitation.  I  take  it  for  granted  it  must  be  so.  Now  for  Mr.  Van  Burea 
to  think  of  the  appointment  of  Chancellor  Lansing  is  perfectly  idle,  for 
reasons  which  he  knows  as  well  as  any  one.  That  Chancellor  L.  is  poor 
or  insolvent  ought  never,  to  say  the  least,  be  made  a  claim  for  such  an 
office  where  there  is  so  much  responsibility.  Indeed  with  reflecting  men 
it  would,  I  should  think,  operate  against  his  application.  But  he  is  too 
old  —  between  65  and  75,  can  it  be  expected  infirm  as  he  is,  he  can  go  into 
such  an  office  to  do  business?  And  let  me  say  our  Citizens  will  never  be 
satisfied. unless  the  head  of  the  office  shows  himself  in  it.  If  Chancellor 
Lansing  gets  the  office,  no  doubt  it  is  to  go  into  the  hands  of  his  Son-in 
Law  Livingston,  a  young  Lawyer  from  Dutchess  County,  who  is  an 
entire  stranger  here.  And  what  can  Mr.  Van  Buren  hope  eaa  be 
gained  in  a  party  point  of  view  by  such  an  appointment  ?  Chancellor 
Lansing  has  no  longer  any  personal  or  family  influence.  There's  not  a 
man  of  any  talent  in  the  whole  concern,  except  Mr.  Sutherland,  who  is 
already  well  provided  for,  and  therefore  no  danger  of  their  losing  him. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  and  give  me  instructions.  I  say  nothing  to  any 
one  till  I  hear  from  you. 

Our  Legislature  meets  you  know  on  the  first  day  of  January.  As  poor 
D —  of  the  minority  wUl  of  course  have  but  little  to  say  in  organising 
the  House  —  Romeyn  of  New  York  and  Burt  of  Orange  are  canvassing 
for  Speaker  on  the  Bucktail  side.  I  write  in  a  hurry  to  enable  me  to  get 
this  in  the  mail  this  evening.  Yours  truly 

Hon.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Jambs  MoKown. 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington  City. 

To  The  Hon,  KETDU^f  J.  Meiqs   Post   Master  General   or  the 
United  States. 


date  for  the  appointment ; 
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We  the  subscribers  deem  it  a  duty  due  to  merit  to  state,  that  we  are 
well  acquainted  with  GeQera!  Van  Rensselaer.  That  he  served  several 
years  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  the  Western  country.  That  he 
bore  B.  distinguished  part  in  the  memorable  campaign  that  liberated  the 
western  countrj  from  the  scourge  of  Indian  warfare.  That  he  was  dfetin- 
guished  for  his  courage  and  conduct  on  all  occasioDS,  that  the  place  of 
danger  was  with  him  the  post  of  honor,  and  that  he  there  received  a 
wound  through  the  lungs  which  will  probably  affect  him  through  life. 

That  his  patriotism,  without  office,  prompted  him  in  the  late  war  to  vol- 
unteer hia  services  for  the  benefit  of  his  country,  and  that  his  services, 
Lis  wounds,  and  his  sufferings  at  Queens  Town  will  never  be  forgotten 
while  the  record  of  the  memorable  events  of  that  war  shall  adorn  the 
history  of  our  country. 

And  we  heg  leave  to  add  that  G-en.  Van  Rensselaer  has  the  honor  of 
being  descended  fromarevolutiona.ry  patriot  and  hero — who  contributed  by 
his  patriotism,  his  courage,  and  his  arms  to  the  achievement  of  our  inde- 
pendence, and  who  —  as  will  be  the  case  with  his  son  —  carried  the  ball 
of  the  enemy  in  his  body  to  the  grave. 

Without  any  other  motive  tlian  a  regard  for  a  meritorious  officer  who 
has  spent  the  flower  of  his  days  in  toils  and  dangers,  and  who  has  sustained 
an  unusual  share  of  sufferings  in  his  country's  service  —  do  we  take  an 
interest  iu  the  Appointment  of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer.  And  with  an  ar- 
dent wish  that  a  brave  and  wounded  soldier  may  be  sheltered  from  the 
storms  of  adversity,  and  may  with  his  familj'  find  a  solace  to  his  afBictions 
in  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  do  we  most  cordially  recommend  him  to 
the  favourable  notice  of  the  Post  Master  General. 

Washington  December  Slat,  1821..  Thomas  R.  Ross. 

"Twenty-two  out  of  twenty-eight  members  of  the  New  York  delegation, 
of  both  branches  of  congress  joined  in  a  request  that  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer might  be  the  one  to  supersede  Mr.  Southwick  (since  his  removal  . 
was  absolutely  decided  upon),  I  know  that  a  more  exact  republican  does 
not  belong  to  the  executive  branch  of  this  government  than  the  post 
master  general.  Wherever  and  whenever  he  can  ascertain  the  will  of 
the  people,  he  respects  it.  The  people  can  not  be  deceived  much  longer 
by  empty  and  sinister  professions.  They  begin  to  discover  that  real  pat- 
riotism mustbe  exemplified  by  men's  actions,  and  not  merely  by  their  profes- 
sions. Mr,  Van  Rensselaer's  actions  have  established  his  reputation  as  a 
patriot.  The  evidences  of  hispatriotismare  indelibly  fixed  upon  his  person, 
by  the  hostile  weapons  of  the  enemies  of  his  country.  Where  shall  we 
took  for  evidences  among  the  most  assuming  leaders  of  the  bucktail  party 
and  their  most  noisy  adherents?  This  appointment  will  be  a  salutary 
administration,  and  prove  that  proscription  for  nonconformity  to  their 
political  tenets  is  not  the  true  test  of  republicanism." 

The  PatToon  to  Sol.  Yan  Rermselaev. 
My  dear  Sir,  Albany,  Jan.  2d,  1822. 

I  have  this  moment  returned  from  the  Capitol,  the  Governor  delivered 
a  very  long  and  interesting  speech  which  you  will  receive  by  the  next 
mail.  It  is  said,  for  I  could  not,  owing  to  the  crowd  remain,  the  ablest 
he  ever  spoke,  and  I  suspect  his  last,  I  learned  this  morning  that  Chan- 
cellor Lansing  expects  the  Post  Office,  and  that  Van  Buren  and  King  are 
his  friends  —  do  not  mention  from  whom  you  received  the  information,    I 
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malte  the  suggestioQ  that  jou  may  be  on  your  guard.  The  merchants 
have  promised  to  represent  to  tlie  Post  Master  General  that  they  have  re- 
quested their  corrMpondents  not  to  remit  money  through  the  Albany 
Post-Office.  You  must  therefore  depend  on  your  own  esertioDS  with  our 
Members  before  thej  are  engaged  by  Van  Buren.  I  will  be  with  jou 
this  month. 

I  was  sorry  to  find  your  good  Wife  this  morning  so  unwell,  Elizabeth 
told  me,  she  coughed  violently  last  night.     I  hope  however,  nothing  seri- 

Rooiain  is  Speaker,  and  Livingston  Clerk.  V.  D.  Heyden  is  very 
wrotb,  so  is  Major  Hall  and  Ksleek,  they  say,  they  are  a  perfidious  set  of 
fellows.  We  had  a  delightful  day  yesterday  for  visiting.  I  had  the  house 
full,  the  Military  and  Militia  all  called  to  see  me.  I  told  Dalaby  that  I 
hoped  the  Congre^  would  not  disturb  them  this  Session  and  he  espeots 
you  will  be  the  friend  of  the  Army.  Receive  my  congratulations  and 
many  happy  returns  of  the  Season.  Yours  iSincerely, 

8,  V.  EENSSELAEa. 

Major  Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Washington  City. 

TM  Vice  Preddeni  to  Mr.  Thompson. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  January  4,  1822. 

IJ'or  the  first  T  learned  this  day  that  Solomon  Southwiok  was  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  post-office  in  Albany,  and  the  only  person  recommended 
was  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  late  adjutant-generaJ  of  New  York,  and 
now  a  federal  member  of  congress  from  that  district.  Upon  the  develop- 
mentof  this  circumstance,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  myself  addressed 
a  note  immediately  to  the  postmaster- general  requesting  him  to  suspend 
any  appointment  for  a  fortnight,  that  our  friends  in  Albany  might  be 
advised  of  the  contemplated  removal,  and  be  enabled  to  recommend  a  suo- 
cessor.  To  that  communication  we  have  this  moment  received  the  en- 
closed answer.  Mr.  King  is  at  Georgetown  ;  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  dining  at 
the  navy  barracks  with  Col.  Henderson.  I  have,  therefore,  as  the  answer 
was  directed  to  me,  taken  the  liberty  of  advising  you  of  the  contemplated 
change  and  of  requesting  you  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Dudley,  the  mayor 
of  Albany,  Judge  Skinner  and  Treasurer  Knower,  the  faot  of  change  and 
recommendation,  bnd  desire  them  to  communicate  as  soon  as  possible  the 
wishes  of  the  republicans  of  Albany  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  ;  and  it  would  be 
advisable  that  they  should  send  it  part  of  the  way  by  private  conveyance 
or  TTtail  their  communication  this  side  of  Albany.  As  the  other  gentle- 
men cannot  unite  in  this  communication  by  the  mornings  mail,  I  have 
thought  the  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  write  alone,  and  will  unite 
with  them  to  morrow.  If  the  president  shall  decline  to  postpone  for  a 
fortnight,  as  we  have  requested,  the  necessity  of  the  case  will  induce  us  to 
recommend  Chancellor  Lansing,  without  knowing  the  wishes  of  our  friends 
in  Albany,  and  for  which  we  shall  of  course  be  pardoned  if  we  err.  It 
will  surprise  you  to  know  that  sixteen  of  our  representatives  have  recom- 
mended Mr.  Van  Rensselaer.  "  Whip  me  such  republicans  !"  Do  not 
fail  to  communicate  this  intelligence,  which  I  would  have  communicated 
directly  to  the  gentlemen  above  named,  but  for  causes  with  which  you  are 
acquainted,  and  which  have  not  ceased  even  at  this  session  —  I  mean  the 
opening  of  letters  addressed  to  or  franked  by  me. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 
Jonathan  Thompson,  Esq.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 
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The  above  letter  was  sent  by  the  vice  president  under  cover  to  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  Jonathan  Thompson,  and  by  him  for- 
warded to  the  mayor  of  Albany.  In  the  note  which  aooompanied  the 
document  Mr.  Thompson  says ;  "  Are  copies  of  letters  which  I  received 
thia  morning  from  the  vice  president.  I  hasten  to  give  you  their  contents, 
that  yoa  may  bo  enabled  to  make  use  of  the  information  in  the  way  sug- 
gested by  the  vice  president.  With  the  assurance  of  my  respect  and 
esteem,  Jonathan  Thompson. 

"  Oharl^  E.  Dudley,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Albany." 

Great  esertions  bad  been  made  by  the  contending  parties  for  success, 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  opponents  of  General  Van  Rensselaer, 
could  conceal  their  chagrin  and  regret  at  what  they  feared  would  eventu- 
ally prove  the  suboesslul  result,  of  the  determined  efforts  of  his  numerous 
and  influential  friends,  and  which  soon  culminated  in  his  appointment  to 
the  coveted  position.  He  fortunately  could  rank  among  his  supporters 
"  men,  whose  firmness  and  patriotism  would  have  done  honor  to  the  best 
days  of  Greece  and  Rome;"  who  could  understand  when  proper  checks 
and  balances  were  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  liberty,  and  did  not 
fear  to  adopt  bold  and  energetic  measures. 

Governor  OMntim  to  Gen.  Vnn  Rensadaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  Albany  5  January  1823. 

As  the  best  mode  of  promoting  your  object  and  at  the  same  time  of 
cousuiting  my  own  self  respect,  I  have  thought  it  most  advisable  to  avoid 
a  direct  application  to  the  P.  M.  General,  either  by  letter  or  by  signing  a 
Memorial.  I  however  send  an  open  letter  directed  to  Col.  Pell  —  which 
you  can  send  immediately  to  the  Post  Master  General  —  or  in  concurrence 
with  the  latter  make  such  uBe  of  it  as  you  may  think  best  calculated  to 
effect  an  object  so  anxiously  desired  by  me  because  so  important  to  you. 
A  petition  is  in  circulation  for  you  —  it  will  be  well  signed.  I  have  spoken 
to  Major  Smith  (the  Brother-in-law  of  Judge  Howe)  he  is  decidedly 
friendly  to  your  views  and  will  not  only  sign,  but  endeavour  to  get  signa- 
tures. He  says  that  the  whole  City  will  come  out  in  your  favor.  I  shall 
■urge  this  measure  on  other  friends.  Your  Wife  is  convalescent  and  the 
rest  of  your  family  well.     Let  lae  hear  from  you  often. 

I  am  yours  truly  D.  W.  C. 

The  Honorable  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  In  Congress,  Washingt^jn. 

Governor  Clinton  possessed  a  truly  warm  heart  and  his  esertions  were 
never  limited  when  the  welfare  of  those  he  loved  was  the  incentive  for 
action.  "  In  the  conflict  of  honest  opinions  he  boldly  took  his  part,  and 
if  his  zeal  at  times  e?cited  the  fears  of  his  followers,  his  patriotism  won 
the  hearts  of  his  opponents;"  and  he  was  ever  unremitting  in  his  earnest 
efforts  to  benefit  the  oppressed  and  deserving  citiBen. 

Mr.  Van  Bvren  to  Mr.  Knaaer  and  Others. 
Gentlemen   ;  Washington  January  5,  1822. 

The  aocompaning  letter  will  show  you  what  has  been  done  in  regard  to 
the  post-office  and  the  present  slate  of  this  question.  If  I  could  have  sup- 
posed that  our  members  could  have  recommended  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  I 
would  have  expostulated  with  them  on  the  subject.  I  have  no  doubt  they 
are  as  much  mortiSed  about  it  now  as  I  am.  Before  I  knew  about  it  the 
postmaster  general  had  committed  hin^elf  to  V.  K.  In  that  state  of  the 
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qn^tioD,  we  thouglit  proper  to  present  the  name  of  Chancellor  Lansing, 
By  we,  I  mean  the  t  ice-president,  Mr.  King  and  mysell'.  The  president 
being  personally  acquainted  with  the  chancellor,  and  entertaining  a  per- 
sonal regard  for  him,  we  thought  it  the  most  likely  mode  to  defeat  the  ap- 
pointment of  V.  R.  independent  of  a  desire  on  our  part  to  do  something 
for  the  chancellor.  In  the  course  you  pursue  you  should  have  regard  to 
the  circumstance  that  the  post-master  general  is  committed,  &c.,  (was  so 
before  I  knew  that  Southwick  would  be  removed)  on  two  points,  viz.,  the 
removal  of  Southwick  and  the  appointment  of  V.  E,,  and  not  only  commit- 
ted, but  evidently  desirous  that  it  should  take  place,  and  that  nothing 
but  the  positive  interference  of  the  president  can  arrest  the  proceeding. 
In  this  view  of  the  matter  you  wil!  see  the  propriety  of  uniting  on  your 
candidate  and  of  making  as  impressive  an  appeal  to  the  president  as  prac- 
ticable. The  measures  I  advise  are  the  following :  Ist.  Let  the  republi- 
cans of  the  city  send  a  memorial  to  the  president  recommending  the  chan- 
cellor, if  that  is  agreeabie  to  them,  or  if  tliey  should  think  as  we  do,  that 
a  change  of  the  candidate  would  be  at  this  moment  extremely  hazardous 
if  not  decisive  against  us.  It  is  proper,  however,  that  yuu  should  know  that 
no  application  upon  this  subject  director  indirect  has  come. from  the 
chancellor  on  this  subject,  nor  do  I  know  that  he  is  apprised  of  what  is 
done  here.  In  this  memorial  I  would  state  simply  the  respectability,  &c., 
of  the  chancellor,  and  the  desire  to  see  him  provided  for.  Such  a  petition 
I  suppose  would  be  signed  by  as  many  federalists  as  would  apply  for  V. 
R.  It  has  been  insinuated  here  that  tbe  place  is  desired  for  young  Mr. 
Livingston  and  not  for  the  chancellor.  Upon  this  subject  there  ought  to 
be  an  understanding.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Livingston  has  any  such  claim 
upon  the  party,  and  if  the  office  was  not  desired  and  desirable  for  the 
chancellor  himself,  I  would  not  advocate  it.  2d,  I  would  have  prepared 
and  addressed  tbe  president  a  memorial  to  be  signed  by  all  the  republican 
members  of  the  senate  and  assembly  setting  forth  :  1st,  why  the  office  is 
a  matter  of  state  coneern  the  reasons  for  which  will  readily  occur  to  you. 
2d,  I  would  admit  V.  Il.'s  services,  but  stale  what  the  general  and  state 
governments  have  already  done  for  him  and  that  his  removal  was  in  con- 
sequence of  his  becoming  an  inveterate  partisan,  when  he  was  made  to 
share  the  fate  of  others,  and  that  tbe  government  of  tbe  state  have  been 
justified  by  its  people  in  the  act.  3d.  That  whatever  may  be  deemed  a 
fit  course  at  this  time  on  tbe  question  of  removing  federalists  from  office 
on  the  ground  of  their  politics,  you  think  that  all  other  matters  equal,  a 
republican  should  he  preferred  for  a  new  appointment  on  that  ground  only. 
I  would  present  tiiat  question  distinctly  to  the  president,  that  we  may 
know  hereafter  what  we  are  to  expect.  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  for 
me  to  say,  tliat  that  should  be  done  with  the  utmost  deUcacy  and  respect. 
This  is  extremely  important.  If  the  petition  should  in  the  least  degree 
wear  the  aspect  of  threatening  or  scolding,  it  would  be  ruinous.  At  the- 
same  time  let  them  speak  with  firmness,  and  as  if  conscious  of  their  rights 
and  regardful  of  their  duties;  and,  lastly,  I  would  send  a  letter  to  those 
repubhcan  members,  who  have  subscribed  V,  R.'s  petition,  viz.,  Messrs. 
Oambrelling,  IHorgan,  Pearson,  Borland,  Hawks,  Campbell,  Spencer, 
Bochester,  Hubbard,  Woodcock,  and  Van  Wyck,  to  be  signed  by  all  tbe 
members  of  the  legislature,  setting  forth  the  strong  reasons  against  having 
a  federalist  in  the  office  at  ilhany. 

The  regrets  that  are  felt  that  they  have  acted  as  they  have,  and 
requesting  them  to  withdraw  their  recommendation.     This  letter  will 
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furniah  them  with  good  ground  for  doing  what  I  am  persuaded  will  be  very 
agreeable  to  them,  provided  the  request  is  oouohed  in  suoh  terms  as  are 
not  offeasive,  which  must  not  he  lost  sight  of.  They  undoubtedly  did  it 
through  personal  solicitations  and  without  appreciating  at  the  moment 
the  importaace  of  the  place  in  a  political  point  of  view.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  utmost  delicacy  will  be  observed  towards  them,  aa 
they  are  as  worthy  and  honest  fellows  as  ever  lived.  Especially  I 
wish  you  to  remember  that  dispatch  is  all  important.  By  this  means  I 
propose  we  may  defeat  V.  R's  appointment.  I  say  may,  for  I  cannot 
speak  with  eoofidence,  as  the  post-master-general  is  evidently  determined 
on  his  appointment.  It  issaid  here  that  he  has  written  to  Mr.  Southwicb 
that  V.  R.  is  his  suoeessor.  Certain  it  is  that  he  has  decided  in  his 
favor,  and  that  had  it  not  been  for  our  note  to  him  V.  E.  would  have 
been  with  you  as  soon  as  this  letter.  V.  R.  says  that  two  of  the  heads 
of  department  are  in  his  favor,  of  whom  Mr.  Calhoun  is  said  to  be  one. 
I  have  not  inquired  with  what  correctness,  but  it  would  not  be  amisa 
for  Judge  Skinner  to  write  him  on  the  subject.  I  have  been  thus 
particular  because  I  believed  it  to  be  a  question  in  which  our  friends 
would  take  a  deep  interest.  Should  we  be  unsuccessful,  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  hereafter  the  course  I  would  advise  to  obtain 
redress,  or  rather  to  improve  our  condition.        ' 

I  wish  Mr.  Knower  would  show  Mr.  Southwick  the  correspondence  be- 
tween us  and  Mr.  Meigs  that  he  may  know  that  we  had  not  sought  his 
removal.  As  this  is  true  it  is  but  right  that  he  should  know  it.  Since 
writing  the  preceding ,  I  see  that  Mr.  Livingston  is  chosen  clerk.  This 
may  lead  to  a  wish  to  change  our  candidate  here.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
would  not  have  that  effect  upon  me  if  I  was  not  morally  certain  that  an 
attempt  to  get  another  man  under  the  circumstances  would  be  abortive. 
The  circumstances  of  the  president's  personal  knowledge  of  and  regard 
for  the  chancellor  is  decisive  with  me  as  to  the  expediency  of  pressing 
him.  I  am,  however,  under  the  direction  of  my  friends,  and  will  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  ia  what  they  advise.     la  great  haste. 

Yours  Sincerely, 

M.  Van  Buren. 

To  Benjamin  Knower,  Cbarles  E.  Dudley,  Koger  Skinner,  Wm.  A. 
Duer,  M.  J.  Gautine,  Esqrs, 

Martin  Van.  Buren  to  B.  Knower  wnd  Othevt. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  Jan'y  6,  1823. 

The  enclosed  letter  was  written  under  an  expectation  that  the  question 
of  postponement  raised  by  us  would  have  been  decided  yesterday.  It  is 
now  sent  on  for  the  purpose  of  apprising  you  what  is  doing  and  not  for 
you  to  act  upon  unless  and  until  you  hear  further  from  me.  In  addition 
to  the  letters  inclosed  there  are  the  following  which  are  now  in  possession 
of  the  president,  viz.,  a  letter  from  the  vice-president,  Mr.  King,  and 
myself  to  Mr.  Moigs  asking  a  postponement  until  we  could  communicate 
with  you.  His  answer  tons  saying  in  substance  that  unless  the  president 
directs,  the  postponement  will  not  take  place. 

My  appeal  to  the  president  who  has  treated  the  matter  with  the  im- 
portance and  the  delicacy  it  deserves,  and  I  am  well  satisfied  that  if  the 
matter  rested  with  him  we  should  have  no  difficulty.  By  the  post  office 
law  the  post  master  general  has  complete  oontrol.  The  question  of  post- 
ponement has  been  before  the  cabinet  for  two  days,  and  I  espect  an  answer 
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d,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  to  be  in  favor 
)  explicit  iaformatioQ  of  tbis  fact  that  I 

To-morrow  moruing  I  will  receive  an  answer  from  the  president,  which 
will  probably  be  that  he  must  leave  the  poat-m aster-general  to  his  course. 
If  so,  he  will  bo  disposed  to  make  the  appointment  of  V.  Rensselaer  im- 
mcdiatelj.  To  guard  against  that,  the  vice-president  and  myself  have  in 
writing  requested  that  in  that  event  he  would  afford  us  an  opportunity  to 
make  one  more  communication  to  him,  in  which  we  will  recommend  Chan- 
oellov  Lansing,  and  put  the  question  on  such  political  ground  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  may  distinctly  understand  what  principles 
prevail  in  that  department  of  the  government,  and,  may  take  the  measures 
necessary  to  a  wholesome  reform.  This  point  must  be  settled  one  time  or 
other,  and  no  time  more  opportune  than  the  present.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  departments  of  the  government,  and  instead  of  spending  oar 
time  in  small  matters,  I  am  fur  takmg  the  bull  by  the  horns  at  o. 
if  our  friends  at  home  will  sustain  us  we  will  effect  it. 
a  meeting  of  the  republicans  who  have  sitjned  V.  Rensselaer's  petition  to 
night.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  excite  their  jealousy  on  account  of 
my  interference,  but  I  am  persuaded  they  will  in  the  end  behave  well.  I 
will  write  you  again  ti  moriow      lours  cordially.  M,  V.  Bueen. 

To  Benjamin  Knower,  Esq  ,  and  others. 

OJiailtsA  Chniun  tu  Qen.  Van  Seneselaer. 
Dear  General,  Albany,  January  6th,  1822. 

The  contemplated  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Post  master  in  this  oity  has 
induced  great  exertion')  on  the  part  of  your  friends,  to  effect  your  appoint- 
ment. Tour  claims  will  be  supported  by  a  powerful  petition,  comprising 
the  most  respectable  inhabitants  and  most  of  the  merchants.  The  other 
candidates.  I  am  told,  are  not  inactive,  but  are  circulating  subseriptians 
in  every  direction.  They  are  Chancellor  Lansing;  the  old  treasurer  Dox, 
and  I  am  told  —  Ely  (the  one  in  the  comptrollers  office).  Your  ex- 
ertions at  Washington  must  correspond  with  those  making  here ;  and 
you  will  be  successful  in  your  application,  I  am  induced  to  mention 
this  to  you  so  that  you  may  second  your  friends,  and  not  be  induced  upon 
any  consideration  to  slacken  your  efforts. 

Ten  Ejck  is  very  active,  aa  is  Dr.  Bay. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  success 
Sincerely  yours 

0-  A.  Clinton. 

Honble.  Solom.  Van  Rensselaer,  Member  Congress,  Washington. 

"  It  behooves  the  boasting  friends  of  the  general  government  amongst 
us,  to  suppress  their  impotent  wratli  and  profit  by  the  magnanimous 
example  which  the  post  master  genera!  will  set  before  them  in  the  new 
appointment ;  and  we  are  authorized  to  say,  in  contradiction  to  the  asser- 
tion made,  that  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  never  received  any  grant  or  gratuity 
of  land  whatever,  either  from  the  general  or  state  government  for  his  mili- 


Sim.  WilUum  B.  Mockesier  to  Gen.  Van  h 
Bear  Sir,  H.  of  Rep.  7  January  1822. 

I  deem  it  a  duty  always  to  be  frank  and  especially  so  in  our  intercourse 
with  those  we  esteem.     In  observance  of  that  spirit,  I  have  to  inform  you 
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that  having  recently  learned  from  an  unquestionable  source,  that  the  pro- 
posed appointment  of  a  successor  to  Solomon  Southwick  Esq.  1^  M.  at 
Albany,  was  giving  rise  to  much  speculation,  not  to  say  excitement  in  that 
oitj.  I  have  united  with  several  of  my  colleagues  in  a  request  that  a  post- 
ponement of  the  appointment  might  take  place  (in  case  Mr  South  wick's 
dismissal  were  determined  on)  until  the  citizens  of  Albany  could  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  consulted  on  the  subject :  Reflection  satisfied  me  that 
this  course  was  due  from  all  parties  to  the  respectable  citizens  of  that  popu- 
lous town ;  and  this  conviction  was  strengthened  by  a  positive  assurance 
from  two  or  three  of  my  colleagues,  that  it  was  in  perfect  accordance  with 
your  own  expressed  wishes,  at  the  time  they  subscribed  the  paper,  in  your 
behalf,  to  which  I  signed  my  name  also,  out  of  respect  to  your  merit  and 
for  your  sufferings  as  a  Soldier.  I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully  &c. 
Hon.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer.  W.  B.  Rochestee. 

"  Hon.  William  B.  Rochester  was  subsequently  appointed  president  of 
the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  located  at  Buffalo.  No  man  is  better 
acquainted  with  the  waufs  and  abilities  of  the  people  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  He  is  deservedly  popular,  and  we  hesitate  not  to  say  that  the 
appointment  is  the  very  best  that  could  have  been  made." 

Gen.  Van  Bensselaer  to  Dr.  Bay.     ' 
Bear  Sir,  Washington,  Jany  7th,  1822. 

Last  B'riday  my  appointment  as  Post-Master  at  Albany  was  to  have 
been  made,  but  owing  to  the  officious  interference  of  King,  Tompkins, 
Thompson  and  Van  Buren,  the  matter  was  laid  before  the  President  who 
called,  on  Saturday,  a  Cabinet  Council  on  the  subject.  The  Post  Master 
General  [Return  J.  Meigs,]  was  requested  to  attend,  and  after  having  the 
papers  read,  the  President  asked  him,  "  if  he  was  left  to  himself,  who 
would  he  appoint?"  He  promptly  replied — General  Van  RENSSELAEa, 
and  then  gave  his  reasons :  On  account  of  my  gallant  services  in  two  wars, 
and  that  I  represented  the  district,  as  it  were,  by  unanimous  consent. 
"  These  are  strong  grounds,"  observed  Crawford  and  Calhoun.  Thompson 
[Smith  Thompson,  secretary  of  the  Navy,]  urged  the  claims  of  Chancellor 
Lansing,  but  without  success. 

It  was  said  by  some  of  the  mejubers,  in  reply  to  a  remark  made  in  rela- 
tion to  my  politics,  that  it  had  no  weight,  particularly  when  I  had  so 
heroically  distinguished  myself.  Much  passed,  and  the  unanimous  opi- 
nion (in  which  T — was  obliged  to  concur),  was,  that  the  Post  Master 
General  should  be  at  liberty  to  do  as  he  pleased. 

Yesterday  the  President  communicated  this  to  Van  Buren,  who  by 
threats  and  every  other  means  procured  a  meeting  of  the  Bucktails,  last 
evening.  He  attempted  to  persuade  them  to  recant,  on  political  grounds, 
that  "  it  was  not  expedient  to  have  such  a  rank  federalist  as  Gen.  Van 
Rensselaer  in  the  Albany  Post  Office."  However  all  the  clique's  personal 
effort  and  expostulations  could  only  get  seven,  out  of  the  eleven  re  pub' 
lican  members,  to  sign  a  request  that  the  appointment  should  be  delayed, 
until  tlie  Citizens  of  Albany  could  be  consulted,  and  it  has  taken  that 
course,  and  now  they  must  decide.  There  were  eleven  names  annexed  to 
the  Republicans  request  of  the  5th  instant. 

There  is  much  secret  manoeuvring  going  on  both  here  and  in  Albany, 
Van  JJuren  and  Co.  coming  out  in  this  manner  against  the  united  voice 
of  the  Cabinet,  has  excited  very  great  indignation,  and  King  has  ruined 
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timself  in  the  estimattOD  of  al3.  The  fact  is  well  known  here,  that  I 
risked  my  office  of  Adjutant  General,  in  support  of  King  againat  the 
very  two  men  he  has,  nowmost  singularly,  joined  to  ruin  me  11  Speneer  — 
Cambreleag — Morgan  &o.  would  not  rescind  the  step  taken  in  my  hehalf 
although  pressed  to  do  so  by  Van  Buren  and  Tompkins.  They  have 
tried  hard  to  co-6roe  the  Post  Master  General — without  the  desired 
effect,  and  are  at  the  same  time  hand  and  glove  with  Charles  E.  Dudley, 
Benjamin  Knower,  and  Colleotor  Thompson  of  New  York  to  prevent  my 
appointment.  It  will  indeed  be  a  consolation  to  me  through  life  that  I 
have  been  able,  single-handed,  to  defeat  them,  even  if  Albany  under 
these  adverse  circumstances  turns  a  cold  shoulder,  and  deserts  me. 

Several  of  our  friends  will  write,  there  is  much  excitement  in  my  favor 
to  day;  before  this  our  delegation  did  not  interfere,  I  managed  the 
matter  in  my  own  way.  To  my  gallant  fellow  sufferer  Colonel  Richard 
M.  Johnson  and  other  friends  from  the  West,  I  owe  every  thing.  Joho 
D.  Dickinson  acts  nobly,  though  Van  Buren  belongs  to  his  mess.  Dickin- 
8on  stated  to  Van  Buren  at  the  table,  that  it  was  strange  they  should  put 
out  one  pauper  and  put  another  in.  Van  Buren  replied  warmly,  whea 
Dickinson  said  he  could  prove  all  he  affirmed,  which  he  also  mentioned 
this  morning  to  the  I'ost  Master  General.  Golden  [Cadwallader  D.] 
behaves  well  like  the  rest,  he  also  writes.  Yesterday  1  flattered  myself 
that  to-morrow  I  would  have  been  on  the  way  to  Albany.  I  am  in  great  haste. 
Show  this  to  my  poor  wife,  the  Patroon,  McKown,  Denniston  and  such 
other  friends  as  you  please.  That  you  at  Albany  may  conquer  as  I  have 
here  is  my  prayer.  Sol.  Van  Sensselaer. 

Dr.  William  Bay,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Qeaeral  Post  Ogiee. 
Sir,  Washington  City,  7  Jany,,  1822. , 

Believing  that  the  public  interest  will  he  promoted  by  the  appointment . 
of  a  new  Post-master  at  Albany,  N.  Y.  I  have  accordingly  appointed 
Mr.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  Post-master  at  that  place  j  to  whom,  on  the 
receipt  of  this,  you  will  deliver  all  the  Post-office  property  in  your  pos- 
session, taking  his  receipt  therefor,  if  you  desire  it. 

You  will  forward  your  accounts  up  to  the  time  when  you  deliver  over 
the  Office.  I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully. 

To  Mr.  Solomon  Southwick.  R.  J.  Meios,  Jr. 

"  In  June  1793,  Return  J.  Meigs  (post  master  general)  had  a  very 
Barrow  escape,  when  attacked  by  two  Indians,  In  company  with  him, 
were  a  Mr.  Symonds  and  a  black  boy,  who  had  been  hoeing  in  a  corn 
field.  The  Indians  had  secreted  themselves  behind  the  path,  near  the 
Muskingum,  on  its  west  bank,  where  they  had  the  river  to  cross.  At  a 
turn  in  the  road  our  laborers  having  their  backs  towards  the  Indians, 
were  flred  upon.  Symonds  was  shot  in  the  shoulder,  when  Meigs  rushed 
on  the  largest  Indian  with  his  tomahawk  raised  to  throw  it.  He  attempted 
to  fire  his  gun  at  the  savage,  which  missed  fire.  Mr.  Meigs  then  partly 
knocked  down  the  Indian,  and  escaped  by  plunging  into  the  river  and 
swimming  it.  The  Indian  threw  his  tomahawk  at  Meigs,  which  grazed 
ite  object.  Symonds  plunged  into  the  river,  and  floated  down  to  the  fort, 
though  one  arm  was  useless  in  swimming.  He  was  taken  up  by  the  men 
of  Fort  Harmar,  and  eventually  recovered  of  his  wound.    The  black  boy. 
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twelve  jeara  old,  attempted  to  escape,  but  was  tomahawked,  killed  and 
scalped  liy  the  Indiana.  Mr.  Meigs  saved  his  life  by  his  dauntless  attack 
of  the  Indian,  aad  when  his  gun  missed  Are,  by  knocking  down  his  an- 
tagonist, and  then  out  running  the  other  Indian." 

Mxtnmt  qfa  Letter  from  the  Evening  Post's  Correipondmit. 

Washington,  Janj.  7,  1822. 

With  unfeigned  pleasure,  I  inform  you  that  the  postmaster  general  has 
this  day  appointed  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  postmaster  at  Albany, 
vice  Solomon  Southwiok  removed. 

This  affair  I  presume,  will  cause  some  little  excitement  in  New  York, 
and  your  readers  will  doubtless  be  desirous  of  learning  some  of  the  par- 
ticulars relating:  to  it.  It  having  been  determined  that  Mr.  Southwick 
should  be  removed,  the  only  question  with  the  Cabinet  was,  who  should 
be  his  successor?  The  late  Chancellor  Lansing's  name  was  brought  for- 
ward by  his  friends,  and  backed  by  the  influence  of  the  vice  president, 
and  your  two  senators  Messrs.  Van  Buren  and  King;  Gen.  Van  Hensse- 
iaer  was  also  nominated,  aod  he  was  backed  by  the  influence  of  the  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio  members,  particularly  by  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  former 
state.  When  the  question  was  first  put  to  the  members  of  the  cabinet 
they  were  all  in  favor  of  General  Von  RensseJaer,  except  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  [Smith  Thompson]  who  objected  on  account  of  politics ;  but  he 
was  answered  by  Mr.  Wirt,  [William  Wirt,  attorney- general]  who  said 
that  such  considerations  were  out  of  the  question  now ;  there  was  no 
longer  any  polities.  On  which  the  secretary  of  the  navy  is  said  to  have 
acquiesced,  and  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  appointment.  When  it 
was  known  to  your  senators,  that  it  was  determined,  that  it  should  be  made 
on  Saturday,  they  requested  that  it  might  be  postponed  till  Monday  after- 
Dooo,  and  in  the  mean  time  they  drew  up  a  formal  memorial  against  it, 
which  was  read,  but  the  appointment  was  then  made.  It  was  thought  by 
the  president  and  by  all  the  cabinet,  that  the  services  the  General  had 
rendered  bis  country  in  two  wars,  with  the  severe  and  dangerous  wounds 
he  had  received  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  were  paramount  considera- 
tions to  every  other,  and  ought  to  outweigh  all  the  petty  local  objections 
of  a  party  nature  that  could  be  mentioned.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  add, 
that  nothing  that  has  transpired  here,  for  a  long  time,  of  a  similar  nature, 
has  given  such  satisfaction  as  this  appointment.  General  Van  Rensselaer 
has  been  waited  on  by  a  great  number  of  members  of  congress,  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  the  event.  I  hope  the  appointment  may  aflbrd  him  an 
honorable  and  liberal  provision  for  old  age. 

Gov.  Clinton  to  Sen.  Ycm  Benmelner. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany  7  January  1822. 

Spencer  Stafford  as  one  of  the  Sureties  of  Mr.  Southwick,  (and  a  very 
worthy  man  as  you  know  him  to  be)  b  desirous  of  removing  or  alleviating 
the  pressure  produced  by  this  involvement.  I  recommend  him  and  his 
interests  to  your  earnest  and  powerful  intercession.      Yours  truly 

Hon.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  M.  C.  Washington,      DbWitt  Clinton. 


All  these  original  letters  written  by  distinguished  men,  and  relating  to 
an  interesting  period  in  our  local  and  political  history  manifest  the  struggle 
which  took  place  flfty-two  years  ago  for  the  Albany  post  office.  It  was 
regarded  as  a  position  of  great  political  importance,  and  the  contest  for  it 
between  the  democratic  republicans,  whose  candidate  was  ex-Chancellor 
Lansing,  and  the  federalists,  whose  candidate  was  Gen.  Solomon  Van  Reus- 
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selaer,  was  fierce.  These  old  letters  throw  a  flood  of  liglit  on  the  political 
life  of  that  period  of  President  Monroe's  adminiatration  to  which  they 
relate. 

Addine  Van  Benssdaer  to  her  Father. 
Mj  Dear  Father,  Albany  January  8,  1822. 

Yonr  political  friends  in  Albany  are  very  active,  of  which  fact  you  will 
be  satisfied  very  soon  ;  but  some  of  the  Bucktaih  are  also  very  busy  this 
evening,  and  will  defeat  you  if  they  can.  They  evidently  have  had  their 
secret  instructions  from  Washington,  and  are  laying  some  plans  to  check- 
mate my  old  daddy  if  possible.  There  are,  however,  several  respectable 
democratic  republicans  on  the  List  for  you ;  the  recommendation  from 
the  Citizens  of  dear  Albany  is  very  strong.  All  the  gentlemen  who  have 
been  around,  are  to  meet  at  James  M'  Kown's,  at  seven  o'clock  this  even- 
ing to  report.  If  they  are  a!l  ready  with  the  requisite  number  of  signa- 
tures, the  List  will  go  on  to  Washington  by  this  Mail,  or  if  not  completed, 
by  the  nest.  If  a  powerful  commendation  and  array  of  names  will  procure 
you  the  Albany  Post  Office,  you  are  sure  of  it;  though  your  opponents  will 
not  relax  their  efforts  to  over-reach  the  Post  Master  G-enerai. 

Judge  Van  Neas,  who  arrived  to  day,  Dr.  Bay  and  others  think  the 
Clique  at  Washingten  will  make  a  party  question  of  it ;  the  Mayor  [Char- 
lea  E.  Dudley.]  Benjamin  Knower,  D.  D.  Tompkins,  Kufus  King  and 
the  wik/  Martin  Van  Buren  are  cJosely  leagued  together  ;  but  you  are  on 
the  spot  which  will  make  a  material  difference  in  your  favor.  G.  A,  Worth  — 
the  former  Cashier  of  the  Farmer's  Bank  —  is  to  be  a  new  competitor,  he  left 
this  several  days  since,  and  must  be  there  by  this  time.  Chancellor  Lan- 
sing has  resigned  in  his  favor,  and  if  Worth  succeeda,  Lansing's  son-in- 
law  Livingston  ia  to  be  the  Deputy.  They  say  he  will  have  Van  Buren'a 
influence,  so  take  care  of  him.  Such  a  struggle  and  scramble  for  the  office 
is  perfectly  surprising.  Mama  and  all  join  in  much  love. 
Your  affectionate  daughter, 

Abeline  Van  Rensselaer. 

Hon  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  M.  0.,  Washington. 

Charlei  A.  OUnton  to  Gen.  Van  RBnsaetaer. 
Dear  General,  Albany  January  9ih  1822. 

Southwick's  Iriends  (principally  Bucktails)  had  a  meeting  last  night 
(Tuesday)  and  with  3  dissenting  voices  passed  resolutions  approving  of 
his  conduct  as  postmaster.  It  is  satd  EHsha  Dow  was  in  the  chair  and 
Mr.  Alderman  Esleeok  [Welcome  Esleeok]  was  Secretary. 

lam  told  there  are  4  or  5  new  candidates  for  the  office :  ,viz  John  Stillwell ; 
Judge  Howe ;  Mr.  Phelps  &c.  &c.     Southwick  has  gone  on  to  Washington. 
Sincerely  jours,  0. 

Honble.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Member  Congress,  Washington. 

"  Solomon  South  wick.  Esq  has  been  removed  from  the  office  of  postmaster, 
in  this  city,  [Albany.]  and  G-en.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaee,  the  repre- 
sentative in  congress  from  this  county,  has  been  appointed  in  his  place. 

General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  passed  through  New  York  January 
10th  on  his  way  to  Albany  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  as  post- 
master, and  Mr.  Southwick  passed  through  the  city,  that  same  Thursday,  on 
hisway  to  Washington.  Mr.  Southwick  published  a  short  address  to  thepub- 
lic,  before  he  left  Albany,  in  relation  to  the  attempt  then  making  to  effect  his 
removal.  He  says  the  grounds  alleged  by  some  were,  that  he  was  a  defaulter, 
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and  that  he  did  not  attend  to  Uis  basineas.     Botli  accusations,  he  saya,  are 
false  and  malicious." 

"  General  Van  Rensselaer  arrived  in  Albany,  from  WashingtoD  oq  Satur- 
day evening  12th,  and  will  probably  immediately  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  appointment."  Someoneaays:  "  The  parties  coQcernedbeingall  dead, 
the  pablioation  and  revival  of  reminiscences  will  be  a  valuable  contribntion, 
giving  an  insight  into  the  political  management  and  secret  political  history 
of  New  York." 

General  Van  Rensselaer  had  now  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  Colonel  Robert  Elliott  was  selected  as  his  deputy  in  this  trust.  Among 
the  subordinate  clerks,  one  of  the  first  appointed  was  the  notable  William 
B.  Winne  as  the  city  penny  post,  or  as  he  was  more  familiarly  called 
"  Billy  Winne  the  Pemi^  Post,"  who  was  ever  an  active,  vigilant  officer, 
and  retained  his  situation  through  a  bng  series  of  years  till  in  extreme 
old  age  death  claimed  another  victim.  Mr.  Winne  was,  previous  to  this,  for 
some  time  captain  of  the  city  watch.  On  the  night  of  December  21, 
1808,  an  attempted  robbery  and  murder  was  made  by  a  highwayman  — 
Robert  Johnson  — at  the  Ino  of  one  John  Pye  on  the  WatervHefc  turn- 
pike—  the  half-way  house  between  Albany  and  Troy.  The  house  is  still 
standing  a  short  distance  south  of  the  entrance  to  the  Cemetery.  Mr. 
Pye  was  badly  wounded  and  fell  back  fainting  on  the  bed,  buJ  Mrs.  Pye 
resolutely  defended  her  property  and  shot  the  robber  who  was  of  "  a  tall 
and  athletic  form."  After  being  wounded  the  desperado  made  his  escape, 
without  getting  the  toll-gate  money,  to  the  city.  He  was  finally  cap- 
tured by  Captain  Winne.  "  This  man,  on  finding  the  track  of  the  robber's 
horse  in  the  snow  (he  had  made  a  dreadful  leap  from  the  foot  of  Colum- 
bia street  to  the  ice  of  the  Hndson,  escaping  to  Greenbuah  and  thence  to 
Aikins'a  mills),  in  an  instant  sprang  ofi^  after  him  on  a  full  run,  and  was 
heard  to  exclaim  to  himself  in  good  old  Dutch  and  English  mixed 
together  :  '  Mine  Cot !  vat  leeps  de  horse  has  mate,  vull  twenty  veets. 
Dunder  en  bliksem  !  he's  been  de  duyfel  vor  running.'  Captain  Winne 
soon  got  the  start  of  all  other  pursuers  ;  Winne  was  an  uncommon  active 
man,  which  his  sprightly  step  still  evinced  even  in  old  age.  He  had  per- 
formed many  a  feat,  both  in  pursuit  of  and  in  flight  from  Indians  in  the 
time  of  the  revolution.  Before  the  outlaw  was  secured,  by  a  powerful 
blow  he  had  dashed  all  the  officer's  front  teeth  into  his  mouth.  He  died 
from  his  wounds." 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  BvMey. 
Dear  Sir:  [Private.]     Washington,  Jan.  10,  1822. 

The  great  weight  wbieb  the  New  York  delegation  is  now  capable  of  having 
from  its  members  of  ooagreas,  the  almost  absolute  certainty  that  the  presi- 
dential question  will  be  settled  in  caucus,  and  the  immense  weight  her  in- 
creased representation  will  give  her  there,  give  her  an  influence  and  con- 
sideration which  you  cannot  so  well  appreciate  at  home  as  here.  The 
disjointed  state  of  parties  here,  the  distractions  which  are  produced  by 
the  approaching  contest  for  president,  and  the  genera!  conviction  in  the 
minds  of  honest  but  prudent  men,  that  a  radical  reform  in  the  political 
feelings  of  this  place  has  become  necessary,  render  this  the  proper  moment 
to  commence  the  work  of  a  general  resuscitation  of  the  old  democratic 
party ;  and  circumstances  imperiously  point  to  New  York  as  the  source 
from  which  the  good  work  o.ugbt  to  emanate.  With  prudence  here  and 
firmness  at  Albany,  this  can  efieetively  he  done,  and  our  state  be  placed 
on  higher  ground  than  she  has  ever  stood.     There  are  at  this  moment  two 
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subjects  which  might  be  laid  hold  of  hy  the  republican  members  of  our 
state  legislature  with  great  credit  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  the 
ooutitrj.  Tbe _^rs(  is  the  presidential  question.  On  this  subject  I  refer 
you  to  an  article  in  a  late  Intelligencer  as  containing  a  triie  description  of 
the  state  of  feeling  here  in  regard  to  it,  and  a  tolerable  view  of  the  mis- 
chiefs which  are  growing  out  of  the  premature  agitation  of  this  question. 
In  congress  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Adams  and  Calhoun  have  eaeh  decided 
and  have  aotive  friends  ;  every  day  produces  some  resolution  aimed  at  the 
one  or  the  other  of  the  departments  they  represent.  These  resolutions 
are  discussed  with  great  bitterness.  Every  good  man  deplores  the  state 
of  things  which  haa  grown  and  is  growing  out  of  it,  and  would  hail  with 
gratitude  any  measure  having  a  tendency  to  avert  the  evils  it  must  pro- 
duce. 

If  the  republican  members  of  our  state  legislature  should  hold  a  meet- 
ing and  express  their  regrets  at  the  early  agitation  of  this  matter,  and  in 
a  well-drawn  resolution  express  their  convictions  of  the  mischief  which 
must  iuevitably  flow  from  it,  and  their  hopes  that  their  members  will  not 
mingle  in  the  fray,  they  would,  in  my  humble  opinion,  do  themselves  high 
honor  and  not  be  regarded  by  any  one  as  acting  out  of  the  line  of  their 
duty.  The  South  Carolina  meeting  may  be  referred  to  as  proof,  &c.  The 
other  subject  is  that  of  postmaster  at  Albany,  We  have  been  shamefully 
treated  by  the  post-master-general  in  this  matter.  I  have  no  reason  to 
complain  of  Mr.  Monroe.  On  the  receipt  of  my  letter  he  called  a  cabinet 
council,  and  the  course  he  took  was  in  pursuance  of  their  opinion  on  the 
abstract  question  of  his  right  to  interfere.  He  has  throughout  shown 
great  anxiety  on  the  subject,  and  would,  I  am  convinced,  if  the  question 
had  laid  with  him,  have  done  u3  justice.  He  estimates  fully  the  probable 
effect  it  will  have  on  the  feelings  of  our  friends,  and  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed at  any  excitement  it  may  produce  with  us.  You  will  doubtless 
hear  many  things  about  the  views  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet. 
On  that  head  I  mast  for  the  present  leave  yon  to  such  information  as  yoii 
may  casually  get.  The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  conducted  himself  with 
great  spirit  in  the  matter,  and  is  alive  to  its  effect  with  you.  Our  represent- 
atives who  signed  Van  Rensselaer's  petition  acted  without  reflection.  They 
are  very  unhappy,  and  it  would  be  unwise  to  mortify  them  more.  It  will  also 
be  seen  that  all  of  them,  except  Morgan  and  CambrelHng  and  Spencer  and 
Borland,  did  all  they  could  with  propriety  to  correct  their  error.  These 
signatures  did  not,  in  my  judgment,  influence  the  post-master-generai  in 
any  other  way  than  to  furnish  him  with  an  excuse  to  make  an  appoint- 
ment he  was  anxious  to  make,  but  which,  without  these,  he  would  not 
like  to  venture  upon.  Before  I  was  apprised  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
matter  had  gone,  Mr.  Meigs  had  committed  himself,  and  when  he  gave 
the  president  the  papers  he  told  him  he  bad  made  up  his  mind  to  appoint 
V.  U.  unless  he  was  directed  to  the  contrary  by  the  president. 

All  good  democrats  have  who  understand  the  matter  sympathized  with 
us,  and  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  vice-president  and  myself  have  held  a 
language  on  the  subject  which,  though  obsolete  here,  must  again  come  in 
fashion  before  a  situation  here  can  be  in  any  sense  useful  or  desirable, 
and  such  I  am  well  convinced  will  be  the  feelings  of  the  democrats  through- 
out the  Union.  If  you  submit  tamely  to  this  decision  you  must  expect 
hereafter  to  employ  soft,  soothing  milk  and  water  petitions  to  get  a  ropub- 
lican  preferred  to  a  federalist  by  the  government  instead  of  that  manly 
simplicity  and  characteristic  boldness  which  distinguished  the  conduct  of 
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our  public  men  id  the  early  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration.  This 
is  not  a  dispute  between  UB  and  the  president,  and  furnishes  us  with  an 
opportunity  to  hold  language  which  it  will  harm  nobody  in  the  govern- 
ment tfl  hear,  and  will  induce  al!  who  look  to  the  presidency  to  ponder 
tipOQ.  I  propose  nothing  to  be  done  by  you  because  what  ought  to  be 
done  is  for  yoa  to  decide.  But  if  the  republican  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture should  think  that  the  ocoasioa  calls  for  an  unequivocal  expression 
of  their  sentiments,  that  they  should  speak  uovv  or  hereafter  be  silent, 
then  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  they  need  not  have  any 
appreheiisious  that  they  will  injure  themselves  here  by  a  bold  bub  respect- 
ful espression  of  their  sentiments,  that  they  may  with  entire  confidence 
rely  on  the  support  and  sympathy  of  their  republican  friends  in  the  Union. 

That  the  most  proper  course  would  be  to  regard  this  appointment  as  a. 
decision  of  that  department  that  the.  wishes  of  the  great  republican  party 
of  the  Union  should  not  be  carried  into  effect,  and  in  addition  to  an  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  on  the  matter  to  appoint  a  respectable  committee 
to  correspond  with  the  republican  members  of  other  legislatures,  now  in 
session,  to  secure  co-operation  and  unity  of  sentiment  to  affect  a  remedy. 
In  that  correspondenco  much  talent  might  be  shown,  and  I  fully  believe 
that  an  application  for  the  removal  of  the  post-master  general  would  be 
acquiesced  iu  by  many  of  the  states.  But  all  measures  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  might  be  left  to  subsequent  reflection  and  advise- 
ment. It  is  only  in  the  event  of  the  members  thinking  proper  to  take 
such  a  coarse  that  the  vice-president  and  myself  think  our  letters  ought 
to  be  published.  WUh  you  we  will  go  all  proper  lengths.  Without  you 
it  might  look  like  a  disposition  to  be  querulous.  If  our  letters  are  pub- 
lished, strike  out  that  part  of  our  letter  to  you  which  asks  that  we  be  not 
requested  to  have  further  communication  with  the  post  master  general. 
Upon  reflection  it  strikes  me  that  if  you  should  deem  it  best  to  publish 
that  letter,  that  part  had  better  be  left  out.  An  espression  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  citizens  would  be  important.  If  you  shou  Id  think  it  wise  to 
adopt  those  measures  your  representatives  may  herealter  speak  with  some 
Confidence.  If  not  the  most  supple  will  be  the  most  favored.  Show  this 
confidentially  to  such  of  our  friends  as  you  may  think  proper. 
In  haste,  yours  truly, 

Charles  E.  Dudley,  Esq.  M.  Van  Buken. 

Chm-lei  E.  DwUe;/  to  M.  Van  Buren. 
Dear  Sir  :  Albany,  Jan.  14,  1822. 

Your  several  communications  on  the  subject  of  the  po^t  of&ee  in  this 
city  have  been  received,  and  our  d  h    h  fi       w        the 

course  that  the  vice-president  and  p  T        esult 

has  indeed  been  mortifying  to  us,  te  d  by 

the  members  of  the  republican  p  h  h  were 

glad  te  find  that  seven  of  the  ele         m  mb  wh       com- 

mended Van  Kensseluer  were  willi  mm  to  the 

president,  and  the  oitiaens  of  Alba        w        m    h  m        p    nt  of 

feeling  on  this  score.     The  New  Y        mm         p    b  h  m  elves 

so  far  committed  as  it  regarded  t  p       m  p  te     or  a 

city  160  miles  distant  from  them,  d  h       con- 

duct towards  the  republicans  of  Albany  savors  a  httle  of  the  spirit  which 
actuated  some  of  the  delegates  to  the  convention  from  their  city.  How 
would   they  have  relished  your  recommendation  of  one  of  their   most 
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obnoxious  political  opponents  to  £11  the  station  dow  occupied  bj  G-en. 
Bailey?  No  other  atonement  can  be  made,  ia  my  opinion,  to  the  injured 
feelings  of  the  republicans  of  this  state  than  by  the  president's  removing 
the  post-m aster-general  from  office.  I  indulge  the  hope  that  this  measure 
is  already  determined  oa  by  Mr,  Monroe.  He  mast  be  sensible  of  the 
great  importance  that  the  republican  party  ia  this  state  have  been  to  his 
administration.  Although  he  may  not  know  the  difficulties  we  have  had 
to  encounter  the  faction  which  has  been  so  triumphantly  opposed,  to  main- 
tain him.  in  the  presidency,  and  to  shield  the  general  government  from  the 
attack  of  a  bold  but  by  no  means  despicable  enemy.  Nor  have  you  been 
well  treated  by  the  post-master  general,  and  through  you  retribution 
ought  to  reach  him.  Our  opponents  here  esult,  but  I  do  not  appretend 
the  political  effects  will  be  such  as  they  imagine.  We  shall  not  relax ;  new 
vigor  will  be  infused  into  the  party,  and  there  will,  I  trust,  be  a  decided 
and  universal  expression  of  disgust  at  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Meigs. 

Mr.  Kmjwer  has  your  letter  inclosing  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  at  Washington,  and  will  this  evening  consult  oar  friends  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  proceeding.  We  shall  wish  to  treat  the  administration  of 
the  general  government  with  great  delicacy,  but  there  will  bo  no  half-way 
expressions  as  to  the  postof&co  department.  The  postmaster  general  must 
be  denounced.  You  alluded  ia  your  letter  of  the  Sbh,  to  a  confldential 
letter  which  yoa  proposed  to  write  by  the  nest  mail.  I  hope  it  may  con- 
tain something  as  to  the  decision  of  the  president  upon  the  removal  of 
Meigs,  or  that  it  may  give  some  intimation  of  movements  which  may  lead 
to  it.  At  any  rate  we  have  nothing  more  mortifying  to  hear  than  what 
you  have  already  oommunieated. 

AH  that  comes  after  this  must  be  of  an  encouraging  character. 

Hon.  Martin  "Van  Buren.  Youra,         C.  E.  Dudley. 

The  mock  drama  performed  at  Albany  by  puppets  was  quite  aa  exciting 
affair.  The  wires  of  this  political  puppet-show  were  all  pulled  afc  Wash- 
ington by  the  invisible  but  skillful  band  of  the  crafty  magician.  The  in- 
teresting letters  of  Mr,  Van  Buren  were  all  suggestive  as  to  the  republican 
meeting  to  be  held  at  Albany,  and  an  urgent  request  that  the  post  master 
general  should  be  removed  !  !  ! 

Solomon  Van  Eensselaer  to  PMUp  P.  Barbour. 
Sir,  Albany  14th  Jany.,  1822. 

The  ill  health  of  my  family,  and  the  necessity  of  attending  to  my  private 
concerns,  I  hope  in  peace  and  quietness  the  residue  of  \aj  precarious  days, 
have  compelled  me  to  retire  from  Congress,  and  to  resign  my  seat  in  the  hon- 
orable body  over  which  you  preside  with  so  much  honor  to  yourself  and  use- 
fulness to  the  public.  In  taking  this  step,  I  would  do  injustice  to  my  feel- 
ings, were  I  not  to  express  the  sentiments  of  profound  respect  which  I 
entertain  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  grateful  sentiments 
cherished  towards  its  members,  for  the  uniform  kindness  I  have  experienced 
from  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bfe,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Solomon  Van  Kensselaer. 

Hon.  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  February  11th,  the  speaker  communicated  to  the  house  the  above 
letter,  and  it  was:  "Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  lie  on  the  table,  and 
that  the  speaker  do  communicate  the  fact  of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Van 
Hensselaer  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  New  York." 
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Proelairtalion  iy  Be  Witf  Clinton,  ffovemoT  of  the  Slate  of  New  Fork. 

"  Whereas  in  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer 
Esquire,  a  Representative  in  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  Ninth  District,  composed  of  the  County  of 
Albany,  a  vacsncy  has  occurred  in  the  said  office,  I  do  therefore  appoint 
Monday  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February  next  for  commencing  and  hold- 
ing an  Election  of  Representative  in  Congress,  to  supply  the  said  vacancy 
in  the  said  district." 

Son.  John  D.  SicMnson  to  Gen.  Van  Eendsda&f. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  Jany.  15th,  1822. 

I  have  this  morning  for  the  first,  been  able  to  leave  my  Room  since 
you  left  this  place,  and  have  this  moment  returned  from  the  palace  from 
complying  with  your  request.  I  was  not  in  the  house  so  early  as  to  be 
able  to  ask  leave  of  absence  for  you  during  the  Session  to  day  and  on  re- 
flection have  determined  not  to  do  it  until  some  arrangement  is  made  for 
filling  up  vour  place  on  the  military  committee,  indeed  I  find  ffi)m  observ- 
ations by  Eome  friends,  that  it  is  thought  you  ouf^ht  to  send  your  resigna- 
tion to  the  Speaker  instead  of  asking  leave  of  absence.  This  course,  unless 
you  have  reasons  for  wilh-holding  your  resignation,  would  appear  the 
more  correct  course.  Should  you  send  your  resignation,  I  wish,  for  par- 
ticular reasons  that  you  would  send  it  to  me.  The  different  publications 
respecting  your  appointment  have  excited  considerable  feeling  among 
some  of  our  delegation  who  are  attacked  for  their  signing  your  petition, 
they  have  —  many  of  them,  become  indignant  and  openly  justify  their 
conduct  and  I  am  in  hopes  will  come  out  in  answer  to  the  attack  of  Noah 
and  others.  The  Mail  has  just  arrived  and  brin^  yours  of  11th  instant. 
Southwick  is  not,  that  I  have  yet  heard,  in  town. 

I  will  attend  to  your  wishes  and  am.         Yours  Sincerely 

Genl.  Sol.  Van  Kensselaer,  Jno.  D,  Dickinson, 

Albany,  New  York. 

"  It  was  truly  wonderful  to  took  at  General  Van  Rensselaer  and  see  with 
what  indomitable  energy  the  venerable  man  had  mastered  so  many  dis- 
agreeable obstacles." 

Henry  V.  R.  Schermerhom  to  Oen.  Van  Renmdaer. 
Dear  Uncle,  Ueneva  Jan.  16,  1822. 

The  account  of  your  recent  appointment  has  just  reached  me,  and  I 
know  I  need  not  assure  you  that  I  heard  it  with  the  most  heartfelt  grati- 
fication, for  never  in  my  life  have  I  rejoiced  at  any  event  with  more  sin- 
cere pleasure.  You  have  now,  moat  unexpectedly  to  your  friends  in  the 
country  and  very  much  to  their  delight,  been  rewarded  in  some  measure 
by  the  General  Government  of  your  country,  for  services  which  have  long 
since  entitled  you  to  this,  or  a  greater  manifestation  of  'Vs  justice  and 
gratitude,  and  I  lose  no  time  in  congratulating  you.  The  Bucktails  say  ; 
"We  admit  that  Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  is  an  honest  man,  is  cap- 
able of  being  deputy  postmaster  at  Albany;  that  he  is  the  son  of  a  revolu- 
tionary officer,  that  he  is  a  man  of  great  personal  bravery,  that  he  loves 
his  country,  that  he  has  repeatedly  exposed  his  life  and  shed  his  blood  in 
defence  of  bis  country,  that  he  was  several  times  wounded  under  General 
Anthony  Wayne  in  defending  the  men,  women  and  children  who  first 
settled  our  fine  western  country,  from  the  torch,  the  tomahawk  and  the 
scalping  knife  of  the  savage  Indians,  but,  he  was  ever  an  uncompromising 
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opponent  of  onr  party,  therefore  we  strove  against  his  appointment,"  Tou 
are  no  doubt  truly  appreciative  of  all  indications  of  p;rateful  recollection 
on  the  part  of  jour  countrymen,  and  now  having  received  this,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  an  invalid  soldier  may  live  long  to  enjoy  the  comfort  it  affords 
his  declining  days.  Desiring  to  be  remembered  to  the  whole  of  your  family 
I  remain  as  ever,  Your  affectionate  Nephew, 

H.   v.    R.   SCHBEMERHOBN. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensslaer,  P.  M.,  Albany. 

Hon.  WalterFaUersan  to  Gen.  Van  Bensselaer. 

Washington,  Jany.  20,  1822. 
id  the  enclosed  to  you,  with  the  request  that  if  the  Judge  is  not  in 
■,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  forward  it  to  him.     Mr.  Dickinson 


My  dear  8i 


Albany, 


has  J 


md  dot 


with  send  to  the  Post  Master 
General.  The  delegation 
aremuch  irritated  at  Martin 
Van  Buren  and  the  Vice 
Pres.  Cambrelliag  [Chur- 
chill C.  Oambreliug]  h^ 
written  a  letter  in  defence 
of  their  conduct,  which  will 
be  published  if  more  is  said 
on  the  subject.  The  Ad- 
ministration are  satisfied 
with  the  decision  of  the 
PoBtMasterGeoeral.  The 
threats  of  Van  Buren  to 
the  CO  trary  notw  thstand- 
ing  Southw  ckishere  hut 
can  do  noth  ng  Mr  Cal- 
houn 1  qes  n  favor  da  ly. 
If  I  can  do  any  tl   ng  for 


hope    yon 
Patroon  to  i 


send    the 


Yours  truly  \,c 

W    P^TTERtiON. 


General  Sol.  Van  Ren 


Albany  N  \ 


On  January  21st,  a  pul  1  c  meet  ng  was  called  at  All  anj  f  r  tl  o  pur- 
pose of  expressing  much  d  ss  t  sfact  o  w  th  tl  e  pr  cee  1  ngs  f  th  gene- 
ral government  at  Wash  ngton  n  relat  on  to  the  ajpo  ntment  of  tl  e  post- 
master in  that  city.  The  office  s  of  the  government  of  tl  e  I  ited  Stat  s 
were  condemned,  and  many  v  ulent  express  ons  used,  wh  le  they  jbs  me  1 
to  be  amaaed  at  the  extraordinary,  unwarrantable,  and  unscrupulous  acts 
of  the  administration.  On  this  occasion  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  at  Washington,  relative  to  the  office,  was  laid  before  the  meeting. 
Mr.  Rufua  King  joined  his  colleague  Martin  Van  Buren  in  the  first  note, 
ftttd  the  vice  president  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  second.  Here  Mr. 
King's  interference  appears  to  have  ceased. 
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Gbmbral  Stephen  Yah  Rensselaer  Elected  to  Congress. 

Corregportdence  about  Albany  Post  0£iee. 

Sir,  Washington,  Jany  3,  1822. 

Wc  hayo  been  informed  that  it  is  in  cOEtemplation  to  vacate  the  office 
of  Deputy  Post  Master  for  the  City  of  Albany.  The  imporUnce  of  the 
atation  not  only  to  the  citizens  of  Alhany  (but  from  the  circumstance  of 
its  being  the  principal  distributing  office  in  the  State)  to  our  citizens 
generally,  induced  us  to  request  that  we  may  be  informed  of  the  deter- 
mination of  your  department  before  the  vacancy  is  supplied;  our  object 
is  to  secure  a  fit  and  full  opportunity  to  all  concerned,  to  make  their  re- 
presentations to  you,  on  the  subject.  Will  there  be  any  objectioa  to  a 
compliance  with  our  request  ?  Yours  respectfully, 

R.  Kino,  M.  Van  Bihien. 

Hon.  Return  J.  Meigs,  Post  Master  General. 

Gentlemen,  General  Post  Office,  Jany  4,  1822. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yours  of  yesterday.  It  has  become  neces- 
sary to  appoint  a  new  Post  Master  at  Albany.  An  application  made  by 
the  friends  of  General  Van  E«nsselaer,  is  now  before  the  President  for 
his  consideration. 

It  is  desirable  that  an  appointment  shall  be  made  without  delay.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be.  With  respect  your  obt.  ser.,  R.  J.  Meigs  Jr. 

Hon.  Rufus  King,  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren. 

Sir,  Washington,  Jan,  4,  1822. 

Having  been  informed  by  your  note  of  this  morning,  that  your  present 
deputy  Post  Master  of  Albany  is  to  be  removed,  we  have  to  request  that 
the  appointment  of  his  successor  may  be  delayed  long  enough  to  enable 
the  citizens  of  the  place  to  express  their  wishes  on  the  subject.  We  do 
this  in  consideration  of  the  importance  of  the  appointment,  and  under  a 
oonvietion  that  they  are  not  apprised  that  a  new  appointment  is  at  this 
time  to  be  made.  Should  you  think  proper  to  comply  with  our  request, 
we  propose  two  weeks  as  the  requisite  time,  and  in  that  event  you  will 
please  inform  us  whether  the  consideration  of  the  question  is  still  with  the 
president,  in  order  that  the  citizens  of  Albany  may  be  informed  to  whom 
their  communications  may  be  addressed.  We  request  the  favor  of  your 
answer  in  time  to  enable  us  to  make  the  requisite  communication  by  the 
nest  mail. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Rupus  King,  Martin  Van  Bueen. 

Hon.  Return  J.  Meigs,  Post  Master  General. 

Gentlemen,  General  Post  Office,  Jany.  4,  1822.  _ 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  yours  of  this  date,  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  not  decided  or  directed  in  the  case  of  the  expected  vacancy  of 
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the  Post  Master  at  Albany.  It  is  desirable  that  a  new  Post  Master  should 
be  appointed  without  much  delay.  If  the  President  thinks  proper  to  have 
the  appointment  delayed,  it  will  be  so.  The  president  this  day  referred 
me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  [Smith  Thompson]  upon  whom  I  called, 
who  informed  me  that  he  would  communicate  with  me  to  morrow. 
Very  Bespectfully  yr  Obt  and  humble  Servt, 

Hon.  D.  D.  Tompkins,  E.  J.  Meigs,  Jr, 

Hon.  Rufus  King,  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren. 

Sir,  Washington  Jan.  5,  1822. 

The  enclosed  letters  explain  our  wishes  and  the  object  of  this  applica- 
tion. If  the  delay  we  ask  can  he  granted,  we  would  be  much  obliged  by 
being  apprized  in  season  to  write  home  by  tomorrows  mail.  Sensible  of 
the  deep  interest  which  our  citizens  will,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  take  in 
the  question,  I  would  much  regret  a  decision  without  affording  them  an 
opportunity  to  be  further  heard.     With  great  respect.    M.  Van  Buren. 

P.  S.  If  proper,  I  wish  the  letters  may  be  returned  to  me. 

To  tke  President  oftM  United  Slates. 
Sir, 

We  nnite  in  the  request  which  has  been  made  for  the  postponement  of 
the  appointment  of  deputy  Post  Master  for  the  City  of  Albany  (in  case 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Southwiok  is  determined  on)  until  an  opportunity  can 
'  e  afforded   to  the  citizens  of  that  place  to  express  their  wishes  o 


subject,  and  e 

arnestly  solicit  that  the  same  be  complied  with. 

We  hay 

e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  yr  obt.  Servants, 

James  Hawks,               T.  H.  Hubbard, 

■     Nathaniel  Pitcher,      E.  Litchfield, 

W.  B.  EocHESTEE,          W.  W.  Van  Wyck. 

Richard  M'Carty,         R.  H.  Walworth, 

Jer.  H.  Peirson,            Sam.  Campbell. 

D.  Woodcock, 

Sir,  Washington,  Jan.  7, 1822. 

I  have  received  your  letter  requesting  a  postponement  of  any  ap- 
pointment  to  the  vacancy  in  the  Post  office  at  Albany  for  a  specific 
time.  As  this  case  is  connected  with  others,  and  involves  a  principle  in 
the  administration  of  the  Post  office  department,  I  have  on  that  account 
as  well  as  mj  respect  tor  you  and  the  other  gentlemen,  who  have  united 
in  making  the  request,  bestowed  on  it  all  the  oonsideratioo  which  it  justly 
merited.  By  the  law,  establishing  the  Post  Office  department,  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  the  officers  employed  in  it,  under  the  Post  Master  General,  is 
exclusively  vested  in  him,  without  reference  to  the  President.  Had  it 
been  intended  that  the  President  should  control  the  appointments  in  de- 
tail, or  take  any  agency  in  them,  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  the  powers 
granted  by  it,  would  have  been  different.  Such  also  according  to  my  ex- 
perience and  information  on  the  subject,  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of 
the  executive.  For  these  reasons  I  deem  it  improper  to  interfere.  I  am 
Sir  with  great  respect,         Your  very  obt.  Sevt.,  Jambs  Monroe. 

Sir,  Washington,  Jany.  6, 1822. 

If  an  application  for  delay  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  deputy  Post 
Master  at  Albany  be  denied,  we  have  to  request  that  you  will  indulge  ua 
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with  an  opportunity  of  making  furthei'  communication  to  joa  on  the  sub- 
ject before  the  ultimate  decision  be  made. 

We  have  the  honor  to  beyourobt.  and  very  humble  Servt's. 

D.  D.  ToMi'KiNS,  Mahtin  Van  Bueen. 
Hon.  Return  J.  Meigs,  Post  Master  C 


Genera!  Post  Office,  Jan.  7,  1822. 
I  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  delay  the  appointment  of  a  Post  Master 
at  Albany.     I  can  have  certainly  no  objections  to  receive  from  you  any 
00 mmnni cations  which  you  may  be  pleaaed-to  make  on  that  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully  your  obt.  servt., 

B.  J.  MBIQ9. 

Hon.  D.  D.  Tompkins,  Hon.  M.  Van  Bnren.  (Eeoeived  at  Sun  Rising, 
Jany.  7,  182:i.) 

These  letters  with  those  foil  owing  were  sent  to  Albany  to  the  committee. 
"  Immediately  wrote  him  a  note  that  as  the  delay  solicited  could  not  be 
granted,  he  would  receive  the  communication  contemplated  by  the  note 
of  Mti  Van  Buren  and  myself  of  Saturday  by  1  o'clock.  Mr.  Stevenson 
delivered  the  note  personally,  and  Mr.  Meigs  was  pleased  to  say  be  would 
wait  accordingly.  D,  D.  Tompkins." 

A  Letter  to  the  Post  Master  Qenwal. 
Sir,  Washington.  Jany.  7,  1322. 

Having  understood  from  you,  that  the  P.  M.  at  Albany,  was  at  all 
events  to  bo  removed,  and  sensible  that  such  an  event  was  not  so  known 
Or  espected  by  the  citizens  of  that  place,  as  to  afford  them  an  opportunity 
to  express  their  wishes  as  to  his  successor,  we  on  Friday  last  handed  in  a 
request  for  a  postponement  on  the  subject  until  they  could  be  apprized  of 
the  determination  of  your  department.  In  reply  to  our  note  you  was 
pleased  to  say,  that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and  that  if  he  directed  the  postponement  it  might  be  granted. 
Under  an  impression  that,  that  question  was  still  open  with  the  President, 
we  applied  to  him,  and  it  appears  by  note,  which  he  this  moment  eoeloaed 
to  us,  and  which  we  here  transmit  to  you,  that  a  great  proportion  also  of 
the  representatives  of  our  State,  most  of  whom  had  signed  Mr.  V.  R.'s 
application,  to  you,  addressed  a  note  to  the  President  earnestly  soHciting 
the  delay  asked  for  by  us.  At  an  early  hour  this  morning,  we  were  in- 
formed by  you,  that  you  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  delay  the  appoint- 
ment, but  declaring  your  readiness  to  receive  the  communication,  we  had 
requested  an  opportunity  to  mate,  before  your  ultimate  decision  on  the 
question  was  made.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  to  you  for  the  appointment  of  deputy  at  Albany,  John 
Lansing  Jun.  Esqr.  Mr.  L,  is  one  of  the  few  surviving  patriots  of  the 
revolution;  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which  formed  the  con- 
stitution of  the  U.  S.,and  of  that  which  adopted  it  in  the  Stato  of  N.  Y.; 
has  been  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Chancellor  of  the  State, 
which  latter  place  he  held  until  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty,  when,  by  the 
Constitution  he  was  disqualified  from  continuing  in  it  and  reduced  to  the 
station  of  a  private  citizen.  His  integrity  and  capacity  are  unquestion- 
able, and  the  appointment  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  would  perhaps 
be  important  to  him,  and  to  a  numerous  and  amiable  family.  We  feel 
Sir,  that  we  speak  correctly,  when  we  say,  that  nothing  would  be  more 
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grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  our  State,  than  to  see  an  old 
patriot  thus  provided  ibr  in  the  eveuiog  of  his  days. 

Of  General  Van  Kensaelaer  we  have  no  desire  to  say  any  thing  whioh 
might  eacite  personal  prejudice  ;  that  hia  conduct  hasbeen  that  of  a  gallant 
man,  we  cheerfully  admit.  But  we  Buhmit  to  jour  consideration,  how  far 
he  has  partaken  of  the  justice  of  hia  country.  It  cannot  be  unknown  to 
you,  that  the  U.  S.  have  granted  him  a  liberal  pension  for  life,  which 
with  becoming  munificence  was  allowed  to  commence  many  years  back; 
independent  of  which,  he  has  for  a  long  time  held  a  lucrative  office  in  the 
State  of  N.  York,  under  several  successive  administrations  of  different 
and  hostile  political  sentiments. 

Mr.  Lansing  is  now,  and  always  has  been,  a  firm  and  inflexible  republi- 
can, zealously  devoted  to  the  maintenanoe  of  the  great  repubUcan  party 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Van  R.  has  throughout  been  a  warm,  active  and  indefatigable  op- 
ponent of  that  party. 

We  will  not  discriminate  between  the  pretonsioas  of  the  two  gentlemen, 
on  the  score  of  capacity  and  integrity,  hut  assume  that  we  feel  confident 
will  not  be  denied  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  V.  R.  that  Mr,  Lansing's  are  at 
least  equal  to  his.  In  this  view  of  the  subject  we  wish  to  submit  to  you, 
whether  the  preference  ought  not  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Lansing,  because  he 
belongs  to  the  republican  party,  and  to  secure  a  decision  upon  that  ques- 
tion by  your  department,  we  now  propose,  that  if  any  objections  are  made 
to  Mr.  Lansing  which  have  weight  with  you,  we  will  sugjreat  the  name 
or  names  of  other  respectable  republicans  of  the  City  of  Albany,  to  whom 
the  appointment  will  be  acceptable. 

Knowing  as  we  do  that  the  republicans  of  the  State  of  New  York,  will 
regard  it  as  a  matter  of  great  importance,  that  the  Post  Office  at  the  seat 
of  government  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  of  the  same 
political  character  with  themselves ;  and  anxious  that  they  should 
fully  understand  the  principle  which  in  this  particular  governs  your 
department,  we  have  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  and  our  right  to  pre- 
sent, on  this  occasion,  that  question  respectfully  but  distinctly  to  your 
decision.  We  forbear  discussion  on  the  matter  and  therefore  content 
ourselves  with  observing,  that  whatever  might  be  the  correct  course 
as  to  removals  from  office,  at  this  time  when  the  feelings  of  party  are 
in  some  degree  relaxed,  we  had  flattered  ourselves,  with  the  hope  that 
for  new  appointments  at  least  fall  other  matters  equal)  a  preference  would 
he  given  by  every  department  of  a  republican  administration  to  irs  repub- 
lican supporters.  Tbere  is  one  more  point  of  view  on  which  we  wish  to 
present  the  matter  to  your  consideration.  Geo.  Van  Rensselaer  held  the 
office  of  Adjutant  General  of  oar  State  for  many  years,  and  as  we  have 
before  stated  under  difierent  administrations.  In  the  severe  and  trying 
contest  in  which  the  republicans  of  that  State  have  for  some  years  past 
been  involved,  he  yielded  his  undivided  exertions  against  them,  and  was 
a  zealous  and  efficient  partisan.  Having  succeeded  in  wrestingthe  power 
from  the  hands  of  their  adversaries,  the  government  of  that  State  only  last 
winter  thought  proper  to  extend  to  him  the  rule  which  had  with  an  un- 
sparing hand,  been  applied  to  their  Mends,  by  removing  him  from  office. 
The  people  of  the  State  have  at  two  successive  elections  by  large  and  de- 
cisive majorities,  approved  the  course  of  those  whom  they  entrusted  with 
the  power  of  the  state.  You  can  very  readily  estimate  the  feelings  with 
which  they  will  learn,  that  a  department  of  the  general  government  has 
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so  sooD,  and  under  such  eireum stances,  conferred  an  office  which  will  give 
him  much  more  political  influence  and  consideration  among  them,  that 
the  one  of  which  they  have  deemed  fit  to  deprive  him  ;  and  will  deter- 
mine to  what  respect  those  feelings  are  entitled. 

With  respect :  yr,  obfc.  Servants, 

Danl.  D.  Tompkins, 
M.  Van  Btjuen. 
To  Hon.  Return  J.  Meigs,  Post  Master  General. 

Post  Master  Oemr<d  to  tlie.  Vine  PresidfM  oind  Martin  Van  Burm. 
Gentlemen,  Genl.  P.  Office,  Jaoy  8,  1822. 

Your  communication  of  yesterday,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  to 
give  it  an  attentive  perusal,  and  a  respectful  consideration.  I  regret  that 
on  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  I  have  not  been  able  to  accord  with  your 
views  and  opinions. 

With  high  respect,  I  am  your  most  obt.  Servant. 
The  Hon.  D.  T).  Tompkins,  I  K,  J.  Meigs. 

The  Hon.  M.  Van  Buren,     } 

Extract  "  January  22,  1832.  It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  Mr  Rufus 
King  [U.S.  Senator]  the  last  federal  candidate  for  Governor  in  this  State, 
and  the  man  to  whom  his  friends  looked  as  the  standard  of  orthodoxy, 
Bhould  object  to  the  appointment  of  General  Van  Rensselaer  because  he 
is  a  federalist;  and  it  ia  still  more  strange,  that  the  Vice  President  and 
others,  should  elaim  the  post  office  department  as  an  appendage  to  their 
party.  I  was  the  most  surprised  at  the  monstrous  attempt  to  pursuade 
the  President  and  the  Post  Master  General,  that  the  dominant  party  in 
this  state,  had  a  right  to  the  Post  Office  in  Albany  as  a  party  engine,  for 
I  can  make  nothing  less  of  their  proceedings. 

"  No  want  of  capacity  or  integrity  is  alleged  against  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer —  yet  he  stands  denounced  by  the  very  men  who  declare  that  he 
has  been  sustained  in  office  by  them  for  many  years,  when  he  was  at  the 
eame  time  their  active  and  efficient  opponent.  This  is  the  highest  com- 
pliment they  could  pass  upon  him,  and  yet  the  same  men  have  the  effront- 
ery to  denounce  this  veteran  at  Washington,  and  not  only  this,  but  to 
demand  the  removal  of  the  Post  Master  General  or  the  appointment  of  a 
Post  Master  at  Albany  who  will  make  his  office  subservient  to  the  party 
views.  The  reason  they  assign  for  their  efforts  to  defeat  this  appointment 
of  the  General's  was,  because  he  ever  openly  was  adverse  and  opposed  to 
the  party  which  they  represented.  I  had  imagined  and  supposed  the 
sentiment  was  general  that  post  offices  and  mail  routes  were  established 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  at  large  without  reference  to  political  parties 
and  I  never  before  heard  any  party  claim  as  a  right  the  appointment  of 
the  agents  employed  to  transact  the  business  in  which  every  party  had  au 
equal  interest." 

Hon.  John  D.  Die/dnson.  to  Gen.  Van  Renaaelaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington  22d  Jany,  1822. 

I  have  received  your  two  packets  containing  Letters  and  recommenda- 
tion which  had  been  sent  back  to  you  at  Albany,  and  have  personally  de- 
livered them  to  the  Post  Master  General.  You  may  rest  entirely  at  ease 
as  to  any  effort  in  the  power  of  Southwick  to  make  here.  I  have  this 
morning  had  a  conversation  with  the  Post  Master  General  on  the  subject  j 
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lie  remains  perfectly  satisfied  and  gratified  in  the  oourse  he  has  taken. 
We  are  engaged  in  the  discussion  of  the  Baokrupt  Law,  Mr.  Sergeant  the 
last  evening  delivered  a  verj  able  argument  in  favour.  We  are  very  much 
gratified  with  the  information  that  the  Patroon  is  to  be  your  Successor, 
and  should  be  much  pleased  if  he  should  be  disposed  to  join  us  at  y trothers. 
Let  me  intreat  you  to  write  me  often  and  keep  me  informed  what  is  going 
forward.  I  am  yours  sincerely. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  P.  M.  Albany.    Jno.  D.  Dickinson. 

The  Bankrupt  Law  was  "An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  Bank- 
ruptoy  throughout  the  United  States."  This  act  was  not  finally  passed  till 
the  first  session  of  the  27th  congress  in  1841.  "  At  the  moment  the  pre- 
sident (John  Tyler)  had  signed  the  Bankrupt  act,  a  stranger  burst  into  his 
room,  and  entreated  the  president  to  give  him  the  pen  with  which  he  had 
signed  the  bill.  The  request  was  readily  granted,  and  the  stranger  took 
it  away  with  him  to  preserve  it  as  the  instrument  with  which  an  act  of 
glorious  benefieenoe  had  been  executed.  It  is  a  triumph  of  Civilization  ; 
of  Justice,  and  of  True  Libeety." 

Expreamn  of  Thanks  from  the  Albany  Delegation. 
Albany  January  23,  1822.     It  appearing  by  the  proclamation  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  has  re- 
signed his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Unitd  States  ;  there- 


in Unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  the  Delegates  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Albany  be  presented  to  GeneraIj  Solomon  Van  Rens- 
selaer for  his  faithful  services  as  their  Representative  in  Congress.  And 
that  while  this  Convention  regret  his  resignation,  they  are  gratified  in 
knowing  that  the  General  Government,  in  the  exercise  of  an  enlightened 
and  liberal  policy  have  rewarded  his  valuable  services  to  his  country  by 
conferring  upon  him  a  respectable  office —  the  duties  of  which  he  is  emi- 
nently qualified  to  discharge. 

"  On  motion  resolved  ananimously :  That  the  Hon,  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  electors  of  the  city 
and  connty  of  Albany  as  a  suitable  person  to  represent  the  said  city  and 
connty  in  the  house  of  the  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

By  order  of  the  Committee 
William  D.  Houostaling,  Chairman. 
W.  W.  Dougherty,  See. 

To  Hon.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  Present. 

Genbeal  Stephen  Van  Rensbelaee  was  elected  over  Solomon  South- 
wick,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Gen.  Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer,  with  a  majority  of  1759.  S,  Van  Renssselaer  had  2258 
votes  and  Southwick  499. 

"It  is  mentioned  as  illustrative  of  the  influence  formerly  exercised  by  the 
Dutch  landed  proprietors,  that  during  the  first  forty  years  following  the 
organization  of  the  federal  government  under  the  Constitution  (from  1789 
to  1829)  the  district  embracing  Albany  was  represented  for  twenty. two yeav& 
by  gentlemen  bearing  the  name  of  Van  Rensselaer  and  connected  with 
the  family  of  the  Patroon,  that  is  to  say,  Jeremiah  Van  Kensselaer, 
two  years,  Killian  K,  ten  years;  Solomon  and  Stephen  ten  years  in 
the  aggregate. " 

50 
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Albany  January  24tli.  "  Our  bucktail  fellow  citizens  appear  to  be  ex- 
tremely offended  at  the  post  maater  general's  hardihood  in  presuming  to 
appoint  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  post  master,  in  this  city,  without  their 
approbation.  What  Mr.  Meigs  can  do  to  appease  their  wrath  I  do  not 
know.  It  seems  he  was  duly  apprised  of  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer's  sin  of  feder- 
alism and  oppugnation  to  the  present  demooratio  party  here,  and  that  he, 
notwithstanding  hnowingly  and  wilfully  made  the  appointment;  but  what 
is  worse,  the  heads  of  departments  it  Washington  gave  it  their  unequivo- 
cal sanction.  The  inference  is  that  the  administration  ofthe  federal  govern- 
ment do  not  consider  the  politioal  creed  of  the  bucktails  to  be  perfectly 
orthodox,  or  else  that  it  savors  too  much  of  intolerance  to  meet  the  liberal 
views  and  enlightened  policy  which  prevails  at  Washington,  In  either  ease 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Van  Kensselaer  furnishes  a  piedge  that  an  honest 
difference  of  opinions  on  political  questions  is  not  an  insuperable  objection  to 
preferment  under  the  United  States  government."  "  Substantially  the 
facts  in  the  case  are,  that  Mr.  Southwiok  as  post-master  has  fallen  several 
thousand  dollars  in  arrears  to  the  department,  that  every  opportunity, 
time  and  indulgence  had  been  allowed  him  to  make  up  the  defalcation  ; 
that  the  patience  of  the  department  having  literally  became  exhausted 
upon  the  subject,  the  post- master-general  determined  to  remove  him  and 
to  appoint  a  successor.  The  vacancy  being  known  to  the  delegation  in 
congress  from  New  York,  twenty-lwo  members  from,  that  state,  a  large 
majority  of  them  repuhUeam,  recomrniended  Genekal  Van  RenbselaER 
to  the  poet-ma  ster-ffeneral  a»  a  suitable  person  to  fiUit,  In  addition  to  ita 
being  the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  people,  made  on  this  occasion 
through  the  representatives  in  favor  of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  it  was  con- 
sidered that  his  appointment  was  called  for  on  the  ground  of  the  distin- 
guished military  services  he  has  rendered  to  his  country  at  different 
times." 

"A  Republican  Meeting  was  held  January  25,  1822,  at  Skinner'a 
mansion  house  at  which  the  venerable  John  Tayler,  lieut.  governor 
was  called  to  the  chair,  upon  which  he  addressed  the  meeting  to  the 
following  effect ;  My  frie    1        1  f  11  w      '  y      h        b        plea    d 

call  me  to  preside  over  th     m  w  m  h 

age  of  four  score,  but  nowhn  m  hppn  d 

welfare  of  my  country,  itiswh  g  Ih  wt- 

nessed  meetings  in  this       y  to  &  h     g 

government  for  exercising  d  g 

of  this  kind  can  have   nohff         hto  tedkpbh 

angry  feelings  in  society  wh    h  m     m  h     h 

country,  been  subsiding.  h        b        p       d    n    h    p 

master  general  for  appoin     gad  h  d  P     <^ 

ence  with  him  and  the  pdn  hb  db  hp 

which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  does  not  redound  to  the  credit  of  those  to 
wboni  the  people  have  confided  other  duties.  If  appointments  made  by 
the  government,  are  to  pass  in  review  before  meetings  called  to  approve 
or  ceosure,  then  we  shall  be  continually  engaged  in  political  contentions, 
and  society  will  never  be  at  rest.  I  would  beseech  you  to  beware  of  pre- 
tenders for  the  public  good,  who  have  continually  the  people,  the  peopkin 
their  months,  when  ambition,  and  self  aggrandizement  are  the  true  mo- 
tives for  their  action.  In  a  republican  government,  it  is  the  duty  of  its 
citizens  to  submit  to,  and  obey  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  the  legiti- 
mate acts  of  the  government ;  and  if  any  of  them  are  burdensome  and 


•d  by  Google 


LBaAor  OE  Historical  Gleanihss.  395 

oppressive,  they  are  to  be  redressed  and  removed  by  means  amply  provided 
for  by  the  constitution  of  our  country.  When  the  late  war  was  deolared, 
I  was  opposed  to  the  measure  because  I  thought  we  were  not  properly 
prepared  to  contend  with  so  powerful  a  nation,  and  that  it  might  have 
been  avoided  by  negotiation;  but  when  it  was  determined  by  lawfulautbority, 
I  gave  it  my  warm  and  zealous  support.  Its  result  was  glorious  to  our 
oouiitry,  it  gave  us  an  eminent  rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  and 
Eecured  to  us  a  military  fame  that  wiJl  be  lasting  and  beneficial." 

General  Peter  Gansevoort  was  then  appointed  secretary.  The  objects 
of  the  loeeting  were  then  explained  by  Philip  S.  Parker,  Esq.,  in  a  speech 
of  some  ieugth,  in  which  Mr.  Parker  stated  the  very  extraordinary 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at  Bookwell's  Mansion  House,  on  the 
21st,  in  which  the  post  master  general  was  in  direct  terms  denounced, 
and  the  heads  of  departments  of  genera!  government  unjustly  denounced, 
on  account  of  the  recent  appointment  of  a  deputy  post  master  for  this 
city.  That  meeting  had  produced  so  much  excitement  in  the  public 
mind,  that  many  of  the  republicans  of  the  city  had  been  induced  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  citizens  friendly  to  the  general  and  state  administrations. 
Mr.  Parker  remarked  with  great  force  on  the  impropriety  of  enlisting 
and  engaging  the  general  government  in  the  petty  party  feuds  in  a  state, 
county  or  town,  and  he  could  not  believe  that  any  man  who  would  urge 
such  a  measure  and  endeavor  to  draw  the  heads  of  department  into  it, 
oould  be  actuated  by  friendly  motives  for  the  government  and  its  per- 
petuity; but  on  the  contrary,  must  be  governed  by  narrow,  selfish  and 
interested  views.  That  the  manifest  inconsistency  of  the  vice  president 
and  the  senators  from  this  state,  in  relation  to  the  same  appointment, 
was  so  great  that  he  was  astonished  at  their  conduct.  That  Mr.  King,  a 
high  toned  federalist  and  ci-devant  leader  of  the  party,  should  object  to 
the  appointment  of  General  Van  Rensselaer  as  a  deputy  post  master 
because  he  was  a,  fedeealUt,  is  truly  remarkable.  Mr.  Parker  stated  as  a 
fact  very  notorious,  in  this  city  and  state,  that  the  vice  president  and 
Mr.  Van  Buren  were  zealous  and  active  supporters,  and  contributed  much 
to  the  election  of  Mr.  King  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  notwith- 
etanding  he  wim  a  federalist!  And  that  very  many  of  that  party  who 
during  the  late  war,  used  every  exertion  to  thwart  the  views  and  opera- 
tions of  the  general,  as  well  as  the  government  of  this  state,  while 
General  Van  Rensselaer  was  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country  and 
spilliog  his  blood  in  its  defense,  having  been  taken  by  Mr.  Van  Buren 
into  full  confidence,  and  through  his  controlling  influence  over  the 
council  of  appointment  of  this  state,  have  been  appointed  to  honor- 
able and  lucrative  offices.  That  the  inconsistency  of  the  vice  president 
was  still  more  glaring.  During  the  late  war,  the  same  General  Van 
Rensselaer  held  the  office  of  adjutant  general;  and  at  the  most  import- 
ant crisis,  and  when  his  services  were  considered  essential  in  military 
operations,  and  as  soon  as  the  wounds  which  he  had  then  received,  so 
recently  in  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country,  would  enable  him  to  act, 
he  was  taken  into  the  vice  president's  military  family  (then  commander- 
in-chief  of  this  state)  and  placed  at  the  head  of  his  personal  staff  as 
adjutant  general,  and  continued  in  that  office  during  the  vice  president's 
administration  of  the  government  of  this  state,  and  when  he  accepted  the 
office  of  vice  president  left  the  adjutant  general  in  office.  Mr.  Parker 
observed,  that  there  was  one  fact  in  relation  to  this  transaction,  which 
rendered   the   vice  president  stiil  more  inconsistent,  and  that  was,  his 
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signing  a  reoommendation  in  favor  of  the  Hon.  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  aa 
deputy  post  master,  in  which  he  declares  that  Mr.  Lansing  "is  now  and 
always  has  been  a  firm  and  inflexible  republican" — the  vice  president 
must  have  forgotten  that  a  few  weeks  since,  he  stated  in  public  debate  in 
the  convention  of  this  state,  that  Mr.  Lansing  was  a  guuf-,  and  that  the 
quids  acted  in  concert  with  the  federalists  in  oppoaition  to  the  republican 
party. 

Mr.  Parker  alluded  in  a  very  handsome  manner  to  the  valuable  services 
rendered  by  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  to  his  country,  of  his  readiness  at  all 
times  to  risk  his  life  in  defense  of  its  rights  and  honor;  of  the  severe 
wounds  he  had  received  in  the  two  wars  in  which  he  had  served,  and  that 
the  post  master  general  was  actuated  by  the  inost  noble  and  honorable 
feelings  in  preferring  such  a  companion  in  arms,  a  brother  soldier  with 
whom  he  had  served,  and  one  whom  he  knew  to  be  honest,  brave  and 
fikillful.  Mr.  Parker  said  he  coold  not  refrain  from  declaring  his  gratifi- 
cation that  such  a  man,  so  deserving  (by  whatever  political  name  he  may 
be  distinguished),  the  he.ro  of  two  wars,  bad  received  from  the  government 
of  his  country  an  appointment,  the  income  of  which  would  enable  him  to 
support  an  amiable  and  numerous  family,  which  in  consequence  of  his 
wounds,  at  this  period  of  his  life,  he  is  otherwise  unable  to  furnish. 

Of  the  resolutions,  among  others  read  to  the  meeting  by  the  secretary 
and  unanimously  adopted  :  Kjjsolved,  that  the  obtrusive  and  persevering 
interference  of  the  vice  president  of  the  United  States  and  the  Senators 
from  this  state  in  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  post  master  for  this  city, 
were  not  warranted  by  any  importance  or  influence,  which  the  office  con- 
ferred ;  and  was  incompatible  with  official  decorum ;  and  foreign  from 
their  legitimate  duties ;  and  that  it  received  a  merited  rebuke  in  the  prompt- 
ness of  the  measures  which  were  adopted  by  the  genera!  government ; 
and  that  the  subsequent  transmission  to  this  city  of  the  communications 
which  took  place  on  that  occasion  by  Daniel  D,  Tompkins  and  Martin 
Van  Buren,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  dissatisfaction  with  the  national 
administration  and  producing  an  angry  appeal  to  the  people,  was-  an  act 
greatly  to  be  deprecated,  as  well  from  its  intrinsic  demerits,  as  the  per- 
nicious example  of  insubordination  and  contumely  which  it  exhibits  to  the 
community.  John  Tatler,  Chairman. 

Peter  Ganaevoort,  Secretary. 

Federal  Meeting  on  Jam.tUKry  %Uh. 
"Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  Solomon  Van  Rens- 
selaer, our  late  representative  of  this  city,  is  highly  gratifying  to  our 
feelings;  that  we  view  it  as  an  evidence  of  honorable  and  patriotic  senti- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  administration  of  the  general  government,  and 
that  in  our  opinion,  the  manifestation  of  the  same  spirit  of  independence 
in  future  appointments,  will,  in  a  great  measure  allay  the  unhappy  dis- 
sensions which  have  heretofore  prevailed  in  our  country,  will  elevate  the 
character  of  our  government,  and  give  stability  to  our  republican  institu- 
tions." 
Henry  B.  Davis,  Seo'ry.  Matthew  Trotter,  Ch'n. 

The  nomination  of  the  Hon.  Stephen  Van  Renssei:.aer  met  their 
cordial  approbation  and  he  was  ho  informed  by  the  secretary. 
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Hon.  John  D.  BiiMnion  to  Gen,  Fa«  Rengidaer. 
Hear  Sir,  Washington  Jany.  29,  iH22. 

I  am  this  evening  favored  with  yours  of  22ii,  including  the  Argus  — 
and  shall  impatiently  wait  the  arrival  of  the ' proceedings  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Citizens  yon  mention  in  Support  of  the  Administration  —  nothing 
Bhall  be,  omitted  on  my  part  —  but  I  am  very  anxious  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  show  the  fallacy  of  the  Statements  of  the  Strength  against  you. 
I  will  see  the  Secretary  at  War  and  Col.  Johnson  in  the  morning.  Van 
Buren  has  left  us  and  gone  with  Mr.  King  to  Georgetown  to  reside. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Yours  Sincerely. 

Post  Master,  Albany,  N.  Y.  Jno.  D.  Dickinson. 

Hon.  Walt^  Patterscm.  to  Gen.  Van  Smsselaer. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Washington  Jany.  29,  1822. 

Mr,  Calhoun,  this  morning,  requested  me  to  urge  your  sending  your 
resignation  to  the  Speaker,  to  enable  him  to  supply  your  place  on  the 
Military  Committee.  This  gentleman  told  me  that  the  administration 
cared  nothing  about  the  Albany  resolutions  of  Messrs  Savage  and  Co. 
And  Gales  said  to  me,  that  they  were  disgraceful  to  the  parties  concerned, 
you  will  please  to  consider  this  confidential  for  the  present.  The  Batio 
will  probably  be  40,000  —  possibly  under  that  number.  Van  Buren  is 
determined,  if  possible,  to  remove  the  Post  Master  General,  hut  he  has 
not  the  power,  though  he  possesses  the  will.         Yours  truly  &c.  . 

Gen,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany.  W.  Patterson. 

John  S.  BvMnton  to  Gen.  Van  Sensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington  Peb.,  4  1822. 

We   were  the  last  evening  favored  with  the  proceedings  of  the    last 
meeting  in  Albany  the   address  of  the   venerable   Chairman  i 
mired  by  all  persons.     I  do  not  think  from  what  I  hear  on  t 
that  you  have  any  thing  to  apprehend   from  the  effect  of  the 
and  remonstrances  of  your  opponents  as  yet  presented  — buti 
regret  that  anything  should  have  induced  you  to  delay  so  long  yo 
tion  and  sending  it  to  the  Speaker,      It  has  the  appearance 
part,  of  intentionally  aiding   the  radicals  on  the  military    coo 
harrass  the   Secretary  at  War,  and  President,  by  maturing  am 
forward    measures  hostile  to  the  army.      This  you  will  howt 
citly  understand  I  am  perfectly  certain  would  not  have  been  youi 
but  the  circumstance  is  very   generally  regretted  by  your  frie. .-..=.     ^.^u 
Military  Committee  have  this  morning  reported  a  Bill  similar  to  the  one 
of  the  last  session  and  are  engaged  in  other  measures  of  a  similar  import.  I 
amasked,  "niAy  did   Mr.   V.  R.  take  so    irregular   a  course  as  to  send 
his  reaignaion  to  the  Gov.  of  New  York  when  the  regular  and  universal 
course  is  to  send  it  to  the  Speaker,  and  for  the  house  to  give  the  informa- 
tion to  the  Governor."     I  give  it  to  you  as  I  very  frequently  receive  it.. 
Your  memorial  of  Sundry  Merchants  and  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
and  Merchants  of  your  City  on  the  subject  of  the  manufactory  of  Iron 
have  been  presented  and  referred.     Let  me  ask  you  to  write  me  often  and 
keep  me  informed  of  the  state  of  party  feelings  and  proceedings  in  your 
city   and  command  me  freely  if  I  can  be  of  service  to  you  here. 

Yours  Sincerely,        Jno.  i).  Dickinson, 
Gen.  Solomon  Van  " 
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Son.  Jos!ma  Ouahman  to  Oen.  Van  Rinsselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washinston  Feb  14, 1822. 

Though  I  sincerely  regretted  your  retirement  from  otir  House,  yet  I 
was  more  than  oonsrfied  by  the  reflection,  that  you  were  placed  in  the 
bosom  of  your  family  with  an  office,  the  emoluments  of  which  would  afford 
you  an  honorable  subsistence,  The  sentiments  which  I  felt  and  now 
express,  were,  I  presume,  responded  by  your  numerous  friends  in  both 
branches  of  the  national  Legislature,  Every  one  thought  your  appoint- 
ment well  merited  on  your  part,  and  judicious  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Judge  then  of  our  Surprise,  when  we  learned  that  certain  char- 
acters high  in  office,  on  the  spot,  had  been  conspiring  against  you,  and  that 
assemblages  nearer  home,  were  excited  to   an  extraordinary  procedure. 

You  know  that  I  am  a  Republican,  that  I  came  into  public  life  through 
republican  auspices ;  and  that  I  am  most  devoted  to  republican  principles 
of  Government — but  never  did  I,  for  a  moment,  believe  that  true,  genu- 
ine, substancial  Republicanism  consisted  in  depressing  men  of  talente  and 
virtue,  in  a  spirit  of  dictation  to  the  powers  that  be,  or  in  restraining  these 
powers  in  the  regular  CKeroises  of  their  authority.  Granting  Sir,  that 
you  have  not  approved  all  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  all 
our  Administrations  —  yet  I  have  always  conceived  your  raind  deeply  im- 
bued with  the  sentiments  and  maxims  of  the  WashiBgton  School,  which 
being  again  reduced  to  practice,  are  restoring  respectability  and  harmony 
to  the  nation.  Allowing  also  that,  with  many  patriots  and  Statesmen, 
you  entertained  the  opinions  that  the  lade  war  might  have  been  avoided — 
yet,  when  that  war  was  declared,  like  a  loyal  citizen,  you  yielded  your 
judgment  to  that  of  the  constituted  Authorities;  and  like  a  brave  man, 
you  fought  and  bled,  and  did  all  that  was  in  your  power  to  give  it  success 
and  to  carry  it  on  with  efficiency.  Surely  greater  partriotism  hath  no 
man  than  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  country.  In  reflecting  on  the  treat- 
ment, which  you  have  received,  or  the  excitement  caused  by  your  ap- 
pointment, I  know  not  what  sensations  to  indulge,  whether  of  grief  or 
indignation. 

I  am  overwhelmed  with  sorrow,  and  sunk  under  a  weight  of  humilia- 
tion, to  find  men  wearing  the  name  of  Republicans,  and  yet  offering 
violence  to  every  civil  virtue,  and  assuming  an  air  of  importance  which 
would  ill  become  an  absolute  and  perpetual  Dictator. 

In  the  midst  of  my  griefs  and  pdnful  emotions,  I  have  a  solace,  arising 
from  the  belief  that  Republicans  such  as  these,  however  they  may  prevail 
in  some  sections,  are  far  from  being  the  majority  in  our  country,  and  that 
the  good  sense  of  the  people  will  counteract  their  designs  and  defeat  their 
machinations, 

.  I  do  believe,  notwithstanding  the  clamors  of  a  few,  the  nation,  in  general, 
rejoices  in  your  preferment,  and  also  conceives  this,  and  more  than  this, 
due  to  your  patriotism  and  valor.  You  are  no  stranger  to  the  aspect 
and  the  bearing  of  things  in  onr  country.  Notwithstanding  appearances 
of  health  and  soundness,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  there  is  something  rotten 
in  Denmark. 

When  the  whole  head  is  sick,  the  whole  heart  cannot  but  be  faint ; 
languor  seizes  on  the  hmbs.  At  a  crisis  like  the  approaching,  what  could 
be  more  desirable  than  to  place  such  a  character  [De  Witt  Clinton]  as 
New  York  could  furnish  at  the  head  of  our  Republic,  to  give  it  new  life, 
spirit  aad.  vigor  ?  It  is  with  you  to  make  the  comment. 
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Tou  are  acquainted  with  my  feelings  — and  I  beg  jou  to  b 
my  most  cordial  wishes  for  the  health  and  felicity  of  yourself  and  family. 
Joshua  Oitshman  [of  Maine.] 
Hon.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  State  of  New  York. 

These  congratuiatory  letters  were  not  few  or  far  between,  another 
friend  writes  to  him  :  "  I  know  dear  General,  yoa  will  probably  smile, 
when  you  get  my  letter  that  I  should  write  to  you,  but  I  know  you  so 
wel!  that  I  koow  wherever  you  are,  you  must  be  respected,  and,  of  course 
possess  that  degree  of  influence  whioh  is  your  due.  I  also  know  your 
nobleness  of  nature  will  ever  prompt  you,  with  an  unremitting  perseve- 
rance, to  assist  your  friends  ;  nay,  I  have  known  you  aaeriflce  your  inte- 
rests, and  almost  yovfrself  to  them,  without  hope  of  reward,  or  expectation 
of  even  a  grateful  return.  I  thank  heaven  you  are  now  quietly  seated  in 
a  prosperous  situation  and  may  live  as  you  please.  You  are  entitled  to 
my  gratitude  as  a  friend  not  only,  but  you  have  just  claims  upon  my 
reverence,  as  a  Patriot  also  ;  of  whom  I  feel  proud.  Our  visit  to  you  still 
furnishes  many  pleasing  reflections,  and  elicits  repeated  acknowledge- 
ments of  your  gentlemanly  attentions,  and  the  kind  hospitality  of  your 
interesting  family.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say,  that  my  house  will 
ever  be  open  to  them  all ;  and  that  I  shall  esteem  a  visitfrom  yourself,  or 
them,  either  long,  or  short,  at  all  times,  not  only  a  pleasure,  but  an  honor. 
With  kindest  regards,  I  must  say  farewell." 

"  We  extremely  regret  to  mention  that  on  Saturday  night,  Feb.  16, 
1822,  the  dwelling  house,  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  one  mile  south  of 
the  city  at  Mouot  Hope,  was  consumed  by  fire,  with  much  valuable  property 
which  was  in  it  at  the  time.  It  was  the  work  of  incendiaries,  who  after 
having  set  fire  to  the  bouse,  broke  into  the  room  in  which  the  general's 
son,  Rensselaer  Van  Rensselaer,  slept  (the  rest  of  the  family  residing  in 
town)  with  intention  no  doubt  to  murder  him,  but  who,  being  awakened 
by  the  noise,  sprang  from  his  bed,  and  seizing  hia  musket,  placed  himself 
in  a  corner  of  the  room,  and  with  uncommon  presence  of  mind,  as  the 
villains  entered,  called  out,  "  Pire  -my  lads !  "  and  at  the  same  time  dis- 
charging his  piece,  and  rushing  upon  them,  so  alarmed  them  with  the 
idea  that  he  had  friends  with  him,  that  they  fled  with  great  precipitation, 
but  in  passing  through  a  narrow  hall  he  was  knocked  down  by  one  of 
them,  and  lay  for  some  minutes  stunned  on  the  floor,  where  he  was  found 
by  his  hired  man,  who  slept  in  an  adjacent  apartment  and  who  alarmed 
by  the  report  of  a  musket,  now  flew  to  his  aid.  The  flames  were  already 
bursting  from  the  house  in  several  directions,  and  their  attention  was 
called  to  saving  the  property  instead  of  pursuing  the  villains  who  had 
disappeared,  but  whose  track  through  the  snow  plainly  pointed  out  the 
coarse  they  had  taken.  In  addition  to  the  reward  of  |500  offered  in  the 
proclamation  of  his  excellency  the  governor  [De  Witt  Olinton]  on  the 
occasion  ;  General  Van  Rensselaer  offers  the  like  reward  of  8500  for  the 
discovery  of  the  person  or  persons  who  were  concerned  in  this  most  ne- 
farious transaction.  Tracks  of  blood  were  discovered  the  next  morning  to 
the  turnpike  and  three  men  were  seen  running  down  the  hill  by  the  hired 
men.  The  object  of  the  attack  was  probably  to  gain  possession  of  the 
aum  $500  which  he  was  to  pay  into  the  Baak." 
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Thi  Patroon  to  Sol.  Van  Bejaidaer. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Georgetown  Feb.  19,  1822. 

I  just  vecoived  from  Mr.  Davis  a  letter  aanounoing  the  concurrence  of  a 
Meeting  of  my  fellow  Citizens  of  Albaoy  with  the  County  Convention  as 
their  representative. 

The  letter  was  deposited  in  your  Bos  and  aeoidentally  I  diaoovered  it. 
Ton  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  this  apology  for  me  to  Mr.  Davis,  the 
Secretary  and  my  friends  for  my  apparent  neglect  in  not  answering  the 
communication,  it  is  now  too  late.  Van  Bnren  told  me  Hammond  of 
Cherry  Valley  had  written  to  him,  that  the  G-overnor  would  decline. 

I  conjecture  he  has  forwarded  to  B —  his  adhesion. 

Pray  write  to  me  the  news  and  who  will  be  the  next  Candidate  for  the 
Chair.  How  would  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  [Smith  Thompson]  go  down  ? 
V.  Bnren  thinks  and  speaks  of  Judge  Yates. 

Offer  my  respects  to  all  my  friends.  Your  friend, 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany.  S.  V.  Rensselaer. 

"In  1822  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton  declining  a  re-election,  he  was 
succeeded  by  Joseph  C.  Yates.  During  this  year  (1822),  the  constitution 
of  the  state  having  been  revised  by  a  convention  at  Albany  the  preceding 
year,  was  accepted  by  the  people  in  January.  During  the  summer  of  1822 
theye/fow  /ever  made  great  depredations  in  New  York  city.  From  the 
13th  day  of  July  to  the  2d  of  November,  twelve  hundred  and  thirty-six 
persons  died.  On  the  24th  of  August,  the  city  presented  the  appearance 
of  a  town  beseiged.  From  daybreak  till  night,  one  line  of  carts,  contain- 
ing boxes,  merchandise  and  effects,  were  seen  moving  towards  Greenwich 
village  or  other  country  places." 

Joseph  Beiaplaine  to  Gen.  Van  Eenaaelaer. 
Bear  Sir,  Philadelphia,  Feb.  28,  1822. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  soliciting  the  favour  of  you  to  furnish  me  within 
a  few  weeks,  should  you  have  leisure,  a  very  brief  account  of  such  subjects, 
in  relation  to  your  Section  of  our  country  as  you  feel  interested  to  see  in 
the  picture  of  the  U.  States,  and  for  which  I  shall  give  you  credit  in  the 
publication,  unless  you  direct  otherwise.  Deriving  no  emolument  from 
this  work,  I  respectfully  request  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  favour  me  so 
much  as  to  transmit  whatever  I  may  be  honoured  with,  by  such  convey- 
ance as  will  be  attended  with  no  expense.  Should  jou  decline  giving  at- 
tention to  the  Subject,  I  trust  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  place  it  into 
the  hands  of  some  competent  individual.  Albany  merits  a  very  particular 
account  in  the  work.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  mention,  that  yoiw  Portrait 
in  my  Gallery  is  recognized  by  all  who  know  you.  With  every  Sentiment 
of  respect,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  Your  obodt,  Svt. 

Joseph  DELAPLAI^E, 

Genl.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Post  Master,  Albany. 

The  above  mentioned  portrait  was  the  most  strikingly  correct  likeness, 
ever  taken  of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  for  many  years  was  in  Philadel- 
phia, but  subsequently  purchased  by  P.  T.  Barnura,  Esq.  Different 
members  of  Gen.  Van  Reneselaer'a  family,  when  in  New  York,  repeatedly 
tried  to  obtain  possession  of  this  valuable  picture,  but  they  were  told  by 
the  proprietor  that  "  money  could  not  buy  it." 
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A  few  yeara  since,  when  "  Barnum's  Museum"  waa  destroyed  by  fire, 
unfortunately  this  cherished  portrait  with  the  rest  of  his  truly  valuable 
collection  was  reduced  to  ashes. 

"WashiugtoQ,  March  12,  1822.  A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  the 
state  of  New  York  —  Stbphbs  Van  Rensselaer,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 
appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat;  the  oath  to 
support  the  constitutioa  of  the  United  States  being  first  administered  to 
him  by  the  speater." 

"The  venerable  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  is  a  man  whose  head  is  now 
whitened  by  the  frosts  of  many  winters,  who  has  held  many  important 
trusts,  both  in  the  general  and  state  governments,  with  credit  to  himself 
and  honor  to  the  state,  and  a  man  whom,  in  the  most  bitter  party  times, 
the  voice  of  disapprobation  has  never  followed  from  any  of  the  public 
stations,  to  which  he  had  been  elevated  by  the  confidence  of  his  fellow 
citizens :  a  man  of  the  most  unblemished  character,  whose  purse  strings 
have  never  been  known  to  be  drawn  against  the  cries  of  want  and  distress  : 
a  man  whose  estreiue  liberality  has  long  since  become  proverbial,  and  is 
universally  known  thronghout  the  country  as  the  most  efficient  protector 
and  supporter  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  whose  name  is  identified  with 
many  of  the  most  valuable  seminaries  of  learning  in  our  state  :  and  is  in 
fact  the  most  unexceptionable  man.  whom  our  state  affords,  whose  judg- 
ment and  discretion  have  never  been  called  in  question  until  a  party  of 
Anti-Masons  sought  to  empty  their  vials  of  wrath  upon  his  head  and  to 
immolate  upon  their  altar  because  he  announced  his  acceptance  of  the 
office  of  grandmaster."  General  Van  Rensselaer  was  now  fifty-eight  years 
of  age,  and  the  Almanac  of  life,  in  the  progressive  stage  of  his  existence, 
showed  this  to  be,  the  month  of  September  when  the  season  of  labor  is 
nearly  over.  "  The  harvest  of  life  is  gathered  in,  and  the  days  are  consi- 
derably shortened,  and  his  toil  ended." 

Beiiben  T<tu>er  to  Ben.  Tan  Eensmlaer. 
Sir,  Sangerfield,  Oneida  Co.,  March  25,  1822. 

A  week  ago  to-day  a  man  came  to  my  Distillery  and  offered  to  work  for 
me.  Wishing  to  employ  help  I  set  him  to  work  at  |10  a  month  to  work 
for  a  year  if  he  suited  me.  In  the  course  of  the  week  I  found  he  would 
drink  to  excess,  and  at  the  end  of  the  week  I  dismissed  him.  Since  he 
went  away,  from  what  he  told  my  workmen  I  am  pretty  well  persuaded 
that  he  may  have  been  wounded  in  setting  fire  to  yonr  house  and  other 
acts  of  violence  on  your  son.  He  called  hia  name  George  Edge  ;  said  he 
"  lived  when  at  home  within  t  of  a  mile  of  your  house  that  was  burnt," 
and  that  his  "  wife  now  kept  a  tavern,"  that  he  "  had  been  from  home 
about  5  weeks."  That  he  had  been  on  the  Delaware  river,  ami  went  to 
the  great  bend  on  the  Susquehanna  and  from  thence  be  came  up  the  Che- 
nango to  this  place.  His  having  left  home  about  the  time  your  house 
was  burnt  and  having  straggled  about  in  this  manner  raised  the  suspicion 
in  my  mind  for  he  is  a  very  suspicious  person.  He  professes  to  be  a 
miller  by  trade,  is  very  well  clad  —  indeed  his  clothes  are  better  considera- 
bly than  most  of  people  who  labor  for  a  living.  He  is  a  stout  built  robust 
looking  fellow  about  5  ft.  10  inches  in  height  of  light  complexion,  said 
he  was  born  in  England.  Although  a  stranger  to  jou  I  am  induced  to 
give  you  this  information,  it  may  and  it  may  not  amount  to  much.  You 
51 
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probalily  may  recollect  who  I  am,  when  I  relate  to  you  that  in  1812, 
when  you  went  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  Oswego  in  company  with  Gen. 
Stephen  Van  Renaselaer  in  a  clam-shell  of  a  boat,  that  I  then  had  the 
oare  of  the  guard  of  about  |  dozen  men  who  went  with  you.  We  went 
ashore  at  the  mouth  of  Salmon  River  late  at  night  and  your  Hon.  friend 
John  Lovett  slept  in  an  Oven, 

1  am  Dear  Sir,  youra  Very  RespeotfuHy, 
Solomon.  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  P.  M.,  Albany.        Reuben  Tower. 


The  Pairoon  to  Sol.  Van  5 
Dear  SJr,  Washington,  April  9,  1822. 

The  reason  of  my  locating  myself  at  Georgetown  was  the  Company  : 
Otis  —  Mills  —  Gorham  —  Mercer  —  Warfteld  —  all  very  fine  fellows  and 
the  exercise  I  should  be  obliged  to  take  in  consequence  of  the  distance 
would  contribute  to  my  health.  Van  Buren,  1  understood,  was  at 
Strothera,  but  found  him  at  Bradly's  contrary  to  my  expectations,  and  the 
mees  would  not  consent  to  my  removing. 

I  made  your  ftiendly  regards  to  Cols.  Williams  and  Johnson;  they 
often  speak  of  you  and  hope  you  will  discover  the  incendiaries.  Col. 
Williams  is  in  favor  of  Crawford,  he  is  the  favourite  at  present  being  a 
Virginian  ;  that  State  will  be  in  his  favor  unless  they  see  a  prospect  for 
Clay  as  President.  V.  Buren  was,  when  he  arrived  here,  a  Calhoun  man, 
but  he  is  at  present,  I  fancy,  in  Crawford's  interest.  Skinner  is  here, 
they  are  assailing  him  and  suspect  they  will  change  him.-  Sterling  tells 
me,  that  the  Pennsylvania  members  are  generally  for  Calhoun,  but  their 
Senators  are  for  Crawford  and  I  think  Findley  will  bring  them  over  ;  they 
talk  of  Lowrie  for  Governor.  Governor  Clinton  I  think  is  rising  in 
public  estimation  the  more  they  appreciate  his  character.  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  remove  their  objections ;  they  represent  him  as  an  intriguer 
and  as  dangerous  a  man  as  Burr  was.  If  he  retires  a  few  years,  his  weight 
of  Character  will  be  acknowledged  and  hewill  rise. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  the  news  as  often  as  you  have  leisure. 
Your  friend, 

S.  V.  Rensselaee. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Judge  Conklmg  to  Qmi.  Van  Benaseiaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Canajoharie  Sept.  27,  1822. 

The  friendly  interest  which  you  manifested  when  I  last  saw  you  in 
Albany  in  regard  to  my  re-election  to  Congress,  induces  me  to  take  this 
early  occasion  to  apprise  you  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  John  W.  Cady  as 
my  successor,  at  a  meeting  of  our  delegates  on  yesterday  in  Johnstown. 
Considering  what  passed  between  you  and  Mr.  Daniel  Cady  at  the  August 
term,  you  will,  I  think,  notwithstanding  your  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  nature  of  mankind,  be  a  little  surprised  at  this  result.  These  gentle- 
men are  kinsmen  and  partners.  There  was  a  strong  disposition  among 
our  friends  to  nominate  Mr.  Daniel  (Jady  for  Senator,  but  on  being  spoken 
to  a  week  or  two  ago  upon  the  subject,  he  declined  the  honor;  and  it  may 
perhaps  increase  your  surprise  to  learn,  that  the  motive  ascribed  to  him 
for  so  doing,  was  a  desire  to  favor  the  views  of  my  rival.  In  this  how- 
ever, great  injustice  may  have  been  done  him  —  for  it  is  nothing  less  than 
the  imputation  of  gross  hypocrisy,  practiced  not  toward  you  alone,  but 
some  of  my  friends  in  this  county  also. 
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What  I  have  said  of  him  therefore,  I  desire  that  yoa  will,  for  the  prea- 
CQt,  consider  confidential,  Aa  it  regards  ray  own  feelings  in  this  matter, 
I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  niy  power  Co  say,  that  I  am  not  mortified,  nor 
much  disappointed.  I  have  known  for  some  time  that  Mr,  Cady  was 
making  great  exertions  in  different  parts  of  the  county  to  ensuie  his  sue 
eess,  and  delegates  have  heen  selected  with  a  special  view  to  that  object 
For  myself,  I  early  determined  to  abstain  altogether,  from  any  such  luter- 
ferenoe,  eveu  in  my  own  town,  and  have  iaaiated  upon  the  same  comae  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  my  friends ;  and  I  have  the  aatiafaotion  to  be  well 
assured,  that  public  sentiment,  could  it  have  been  brought  to  act  spontan- 
eously, would  have  produced  a  difi'erent  result.  Mr.  Fiah  is  nominated 
for  Senator,  and,  what  I  am  highly  gratified  with,  Mr,  Huntington  for 
Lieutenant  Governor.  It  is  understood  that  he  will  not  decline,  and  that 
his  nomination  will  be  promptly  concurred  in,  in  several  other  coaDties 
With  mucli  esteem  and  respect,  I  remain 

dear  Sir,  Tour  friend  and  humble  Servt, 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany.  A.  Conklinq. 

8&e/retmy  of  State  to  Gen,.  Van  Benaselaer. 
Sir,  Department  of  State,  Washington,  2d  ffovember  1822. 

I  have  forwarded  to  you  a  Oopy  of  the  Additional  Census  of  Alabama, 
in  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  Ptlarch  last;  the  receipt  of 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  acknowledge.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very 
respectfully,  Sir,  Tour  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Albany,  N.  T.  J.  Q.  Adams. 

"  Hon,  John  Quincy  Adama  is  one  of  the  intellectual  prodigies  whose 
character  distinguishes  Bras  of  time.  A  hundred  years  hence  the  Ame- 
rioan  aanals  will  show  only  two  names,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  G-eorge 
Washington,  brighter  than  that  of  the  '  old  man  eloquent,'  the  illustrious 
statesman.  The  tender  little  prayer,  '  Now  I  lay  mb  down  to  sleep,' 
the  first  one  taught  John  Quincy  Adams  by  the  mother  whose  memory 
was  so  dear  to  him  to  the  last,  was  repeated  by  him  every  night  when  he 
went  to  bed ;  and  he  continued  to  do  so  till  the  day  of  his  death." 

Jiidge  Van  Ness  to  Qen.  Van  Benaaelaer  and  Dr.  Bay. 
My  dear  friends,  New  York  Monday  Dec.  30th,  1832. 

This  year  is  about  drawing  to  a  close,  and  I  wish  to  terminate  it  in 
peace  with  all  mankind  if  I  can.  I  wrote  yoa  a  letter  some  time  ago  con- 
taining no  doubt  many  expressions  highly  improper,  cruel  and  unjust; 
the  only  atonement  I  can  make  is  to  ask  your  pardon  and  forgiveness. 

My  Wife,  myself  and  servant  (by  the  advice  of  Dr.  Post)  sail  for  Char- 
leston on  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  or  Sunday  depending  on  wind  and 
weather.  K  you  should  become  reconciled  to  me  let  me  hear  from  you 
both  every  onoe  in  a  while.  May  God  enable  you,  may  God  suffer  yon  to 
enjoy  many  happy  returns  of  the  season.     Your  sincere  friend. 

W.  W.  Yak  Ness. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  and  William  Bay,  Albany. 

The  above  letter  was  the  last  epistolary  record  we  find  of  this  noble 
man.  "  WiUiam  W.  Van  Ness  was  born  at  Claverack,  in  the  county  of 
Columbia,  in  1776,  and  died  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on  Thursday, 
27th  of  February,  1823,  in  the  fdrty-cighth  year  of  his  age. 
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"  He  studied  law  with  John  Bay,  Esq.,  of  Claverack,  (His  son,  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Bay,  married  a  sister  of  Judge  Van  Ness.  There  was  a  slight  mis- 
understanding between  the  gentlemen.)  Mr.  Van  Ness  was  licensed  an 
attorney  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  was  elected  to  the  assembly  in 
1806  and  in  1807  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  where 
he  ofBciated  about  fifteen  years.  He  possessed  talents  and  acquirements 
fitted  to  adorn  the  most  exalted  stations.  At  the  close  of  his  judicial 
labors  he  opened  a  law-office  in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  his  health  soon 
declined,  and  he  traveled  south  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  Alas,  it 
was  in  vain,  the  hand  of  death  fixed  upon  his  vitals,  and  he  breathed  his 
last  sigh  far  from  the  scenes  of  his  triumphs  and  delights,  the  endearments 
of  liome,  and  the  sympathetic  condolence  of  his  weeping  friends,  in  a  land 
of  strangers,  yet  soothed  by  the  ministrations  of  his  gentle  wife. 

"  Only  those  that  were  intimately  acquainted  with  his  character,  who 
knew  the  magnanimity  of  his  soul,  the  dignity  and  purity  of  hia  publlo 
deportment,  and  the  amiable  virtues  of  his  private  life,  can  fully  appieoiate 
bis  worth.  It  is  only  those  who  have  listened  with  admiration  at  his  elo- 
qnence,  who  have  been  astonished  at  the  vast  comprehension  of  his  mind 
on  the  bench,  or  have  hung  with  rapture  upon  his  words  in  the  senate, 
can  tel!  the  extent  and  brilliancy  of  his  talents.  He  was  beloved  and  ad- 
mired by  Hamilton.  That  great  and  immortal  man  was  heard  to  say, 
that  be  ever  derived  relief  and  pleasure  from  association  with  him  in  pro- 
fessional avocations.  Commanding  indeed,  must  have  been  that  eloquence, 
great  and  comprehensive  that  intellect,  which  could  insure  to  a  youth  a 
parallel  rank  with  the  eminent  Hamilton.  As  an  advocate,  equally  dis- 
tinguished for  the  splendor  of  his  genius  and  strength  of  judgment,-  he 
stood  at  an  early  age  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession.  Discriminating 
in  the  elicitation  of  truth,  no  sophistry  could  withstand,  no  .art  elude  hia 
intuitive  penetration.  Careless  of  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  he  left  little 
of  it  to  his  bereaved  family.  But  be  has  left  to  them  and  to  posterity,  a 
legacy  more  valuable  than  riches,  more  durable  than  marble. 

"  Hia  remains  were  brought  from  Charleston  and  buried  in  the  church 
yard  at  Claverack,  a  plain,  simple  stone  marks  the  spot  where  his  sacred 
relics  sleep.  The  memory  of  his  virtues  will  long  be  frenh  and  green  in 
the  midst  of  us." 

Jv^e  Alfred  GonkUng  to  Gen.  Van  Sensielaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  Jany.  11,  1823. 

The  more  I  have  reflected  upon  the  subject  of  fixing  my  future  resi- 
dence in  your  city,  the  more  unwilling  I  have  become  to  abandon  my  pro- 
ject of  doiog  30.  But  I  entertain  so  many  doubts  about  the  expediency 
or  rather  safety  of  the  measure,  that  I  have  become  very  anxious  to  learn 
from  you  the  result  of  the  inquiries  you  so  obligingly  offered  to  make  in 
regard  to  it,  I  am  particularly  desirous  of  ascertaining  whother  a  part- 
nership would  be  agreeable  to  Mr.  Parker.  [Philip  S.  Parker.]  As  it  re- 
spects Mr.  Hammond,  I  have  recently  received  a  letter  from  him,  in 
which  he  mentioned  some  circumatacoes  relating  to  his  views,  that  render 
it  improbable  that  any  such  connexion  will  be  formed  between  him  and 
me.  If  therefore  you  have  not  already  sounded  him  upon  the  subject, 
you  need  not  give  yourself  the  trouble  of  doing  so.  But  let  me  hear  from 
you  my  dear  Sir,  as  soon  as  convenient.  We  are  beginning  to  look  with 
great  interest  for  news  from  Albany.  I  hope  we  will  receive  the  Gover- 
nor's Message,  tomorrow.      It  was  very  much  in    character   for  General 
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Koot  to  insist  upon  commencing  the  session  on  the  first  of  January 
in  opposition  to  the  chief  j nstiee.  The  General,  I  suppose,  will  be  for 
radical  measures,  and  if  his  influence  should  be  predominant  in  the  Senate 
I  think  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  much  mischief  from  it. 

Before  this  reaches  jou,  jou  will  probably  Lave  heard  of  the  nomina- 
tion of  Mr.  Clinton  on  the  24th  of  last  month  by  the  citizens  of  Cincin- 
nati, at  a  meeting  of  which  the  Mayor  of  that  city  was  chairman.  They 
have  given  a  very  able  and  well  written  exposition  of  their  reasons  for 
prefering  Mr.  Clinton  to  the  other  candidates,  which  I  have  jnst  read. 

Cannon's  favorite  bill,  providing  for  the  encampment  of  the  militia  offi- 
cer, aiter  two  days  debate  is  laid  upon  the  table,  where  I  thiulc  its  sleep 
will  he  eternal.  Thus  far  things  have  gone  on  in  onr  house  smoothly  and 
well.  No  calls  for  information  for  the  purpose  of  implicating  presidential 
candidates  and  less  idle  tallc.  You  will  he  gratified  to  learn  that  our  friend 
Mr.  Golden  [Cadwallader  D.  Golden],  though  still  indiscreet,  occupies 
much  more  advantageous  ground  than  he  did  last  session.  Mr.  Wood 
rSUas  Wood]  is  as  indefatigable  as  ever  and  talks  as  much  about  LaSale, 
Clavigero  &e.  Tracy  [Albert  H.  Tracy]  still  insists  that  there  is  no 
honesty  in  the  world,  and  nothing  worthy  of  ambition.  General  Gook  re- 
lumed a  few  days  since  from  a  visit  to  the  Rip-Kaps  and  has  become  a 
convert.  With  perfect  truth,  I  remain  dear  Sir, 

Your  friend  and  hum  Servt., 

A.  CONKLINQ. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  Esqr.,  P.  M.  Albany,  N,  Y. 

"  Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  (to  the  seventeenth  congress  in  which 
his  recognized  talenta  gave  him  honoraljle  rank)  the  Hon.  Alfred  Conkling 
removed  to  the  city  of  Albany  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. It  was  while  residing  here  in  1825  that  President  John  Quiney 
Adams  nominated  and  Ihe  senate  unanimously  confirmed  him  as  judge  of 
the  United  States  district  court  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York. 
This  office  he  held  for  more  than  a  quarterof  a  century.  Hia  strong  judi- 
cial faculties,  his  high  sense  of  honor  and  ample  culture  well  fitted  him 
for  it." 

Hon.  Henry  Glay  to  Oen.  Van  Beneselaer. 
Dear  General,  Washington  March  18,  1823. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  to  your  care  a  letter  for  Gea,  Porter,  not 
knowing  whether  he  may  not  have  left  Albany,  in  which  case  I  pray  you 
to  have  the  goodness  to  give  it  the  proper  destination  to  rench  him. 

I  seize  the  occasion  to  assure  you  of  my  continued  esteem  and  regard 
for  you,  and  to  say  that  I  have  derived  great  pleasure  from  learning  that 
your  friendly  sentiments  towards  me,  inspired  during  our  mutual  service  in 
the  H.  of  R.  remain  unabated. 

Be  pleased  to  say  to  the  Patroon  that  I  hope  he  found  on  hia  arrival  at 
home,  every  thing  as  he  would  have  it. 

I  am  faithfV  &  Cordially  yr,  ob.  Servt. 

H.  Clay. 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  P.  M,  Albany,  New  York. 

It  was  during  this  session  that  the  resolution,  introduced  by  the  Hon. 
Daniel  Webster,  was  discussed,  and  urged  by  him  in  one  of  the  ablest 
speeches  ever  pronounced  in  congress,  providing  for  the  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  Greece.     It  received  the  most  cordial  support  of  Mr, 
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Clay,  but  failed  of  success.  "Although  between  Mr.  Clay  and  President 
Monroe,  upon  many  important  questions, asetious  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
isted, he  had  been  offered  a,  seat  in  the  Cabinet  and  a  carle  blanche  of  all 
the  foreign  misssions.  He  declined  all  these  proffered  honors,  from  aset- 
tled  conviction  that  he  could  be  better  employed  for  his  country  in  con- 
gress. James  Monroe  was  a  kind  man,  and  a  safe  one.  He  might  possi- 
bly have  been  elected  president  for  the  third  time  had  he  suffered  himself 
to  be  a  candidate.  His  public  ambition  was  gratified  bv  seeing  bis  coun- 
tryman prosperous,  at  peace,  and  happy,  while  as  for  private  ambition  he 
had  none  at  all." 

An  interesting  reminiscence  of  this  time  was  the  Opening  of  the  Ekie 
Canal.  "Governor  De  Witt  Clinton  is  the  only  highly  responsible  politi. 
cal  man  who  oan  justly  lay  claim  to  be  the  parent  of  the  project.  For 
many  years  he  was  persecuted  as  a  visionary  projector ;  he  became  a  strong 
uartizan  in  favor  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  it  is  owing  Co  the  bold  stand  which 
he  took  in  favor  of  this  great  enterprise  that  his  popularity  in  a  measure 
was  owing.  In  the  summer  of  1810,  he  went  on  a  tour,  with  other  com- 
missioners, for  exploring  the  route  of  this  work.  The  great  enterprise 
was  commeqoed  July  4,  1817  and  finished  October  26,  1825,  a  canat  of 
363  miles  long,  built  in  eight  years,  and  so  eminently  successful,  has  it 
proved,  that  it  has  given  rise  to  a  multitude  of  similar  works.  To  Gov. 
Clinton  was  assigned  the  compliment  of  removing  the  first  earth  of  the 
escavation. 

"  When  the  eastern  section  of  the  canal  was  completed  j  the  passage  of 
the  first  boats,  from  the  Genesee  river  at  the  west,  and  from  Whitehall 
at  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain  on  the  north,  into  the  tide  water  of  the 
Hudson  river,  was  celebrated  at  Albany  October  8,  1823,  with  some  cere- 
mony. Large  committees,  from  New  York  city  and  other  places  on  the 
canal  route,  attended  at  Albany  on  this  interesting  and  memorable  occasion. 
The  first  boat  which  entered  the  lock  was  the  De  Witt  Clinton ;  having 
on  board,  the  governor  [De  Witt  Clinton],  the  mayor  [Charles  E.  Dudley], 
and  corporation  of  Albany,  cana!  commissioners  with  many  other  citizens. 
Another  boat  followed  filled  with  ladi^. 

"  The  cap-stone  of  the  lock  was  laid  with  masonic  ceremonies,  by  the 
fraternity  who  appeared  in  great  numbers,  robed  in  very  grand  costume. 
The  waters  of  the  Genesee  river,  Lake  Champlain  and  of  the  ocean  were  then 
mingled,  after  which  the  lock  gates  were  opened  and  the  '  De  Witt  Clinton ' 
majestically  sunk  upon  the  bosom  of  the  Hudson. 

"  After  the  military  and  civic  procession  the  day  was  concluded  with  a 
banquet  at  which  there  was  '  the  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul.' 
These  festivities  were  concluded  with  a  splendid  ball  on  Thursday,  Octo- 
ber 9th ;  on  which  occasion ,  the  grand  military  band  from  West  Point 
officiated  to  the  manifest  delight  of  the  fair  sex. 

"  The  entire  community  are  now  fully  satisfied  that  the  funds  subscribed, 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal,  have  beea  a  profitable  investment. 
The  difference  of  level  and  the  face  of  the  country  were  such  as  to  justify 
a  belief  that  the  opening  of  this  canal  will  not  be  less  practicable  than 
useful;  and  they  now  anxiously  look  forward  to  its  entire  completion, 
with  a  well  founded  hope,  that  this  water  communication  for  conveying 
produce  to  market  will  be  a  vast  acquisition  to  the  commerce  of  this  state. 
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8.  Thayer  to  Gen.  Van  Rensselat/r. 
Sir,  Militarj  Academy,  West  Point  Oct.  3,  1823. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  joar  polite  invitation  to  a  Dinner  and 
ball  on  the  8th  of  October  in  celebration  of  the  passage  of  the  firat  boats 
from  the  Erie  and  Chaniplain  Canals  into  the  Hudson,  and  regret  that  it 
will  not  be  in  my  power  to  be  present  on  this  interesting  and  memorable 
occasion.  The  Military  Band  will  proceed  to  Albany  agreeably  to  your 
request  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  Your  obed't  Servt. 

Major  General  Solomon  Van  Eensselaer,  Albany.  S.  Thayer. 

Governor  Van  Neas  to  Gen.  Van  Itensgelaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Burlington,  Vermont.  Nov.  12,  1823. 

I  have  for  some  time  past  bad  it  in  view  to  write  you  on  the  delay  of 
the  letters  between  New  York  and  this  place,  but  owing  to  hurry  of  busi- 
ness and  absence  from  home,  it  has  hitherto  been  neglected.  Letters 
sent  from  New  York  for  Burlington,  are  generally  from  6  to  8  days  by  the 
way,  when,  as  it  appears  to  me,  they  should  in  no  instance  be  over  4  days. 
I  have  thought  the  delay  was  occasioned  at  your  office, and  in  this  way,  that 
the  letters  which  arrive  from  New  York  at  your  office  on  Tuesday  evenings 
are  not  forwarded  to  this  place  by  Wednesday  morning's  mail,  but  lay 
over  till  Priday  morning ;  and  the  same  with  those  that  arrive  Thurs- 
days and  Sundays,  that  is,  that  the  former  lay  over  till  Monday  morning, 
and  the  latter  till  Wednesday  morning.  Perhaps  I  am  mistaken,  but  I 
have  not  been  able  lo  account  for  the  delay  in  any  other  'way.  Being 
perfectly  satisfied  however,  that  if  it  is  in  your  power  to  remedy  the  diffi- 
culty, it  will  be  cheerfully  and  promptly  done,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
address  yon  on  the  subject. 

I  have  lately  been  informed  that  your  General  —  Stephen  Vau  Rensse- 
laer not  long  since  stated  to  a  Gentleman  from  this  State  that  the  Ver- 
monters  did  not  know  the  Dutchman  they  had  elected,  or  were  about  to 
elect  their  Governor,  but  that  they  would  find  him  out.  As  I  have  never 
injured  the  General  in  thought,  word  or  deed,  and  have  not  even  the 
honour  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  I  am  bound  to  suppose  that, 
in  making  these  insinuations,  he  was  governed  by  other  than  personal 
.  motives,  and  if  he  thinks  he  can  support  a,ay  fact  giving  a  different  com- 
plexion to  my  character  from  what  it  now  bears  to  the  people  of  this  State, 
I  have  no  objections  to  his  making  the  attempt.  I  shrink  from  no  in- 
vestigation of  my  public  or  private  character. 

I  am  with  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Obt.  Servt. 

The  Hon.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer.  C.  P.  VAN  NeSS. 

Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness  was  a  younger  brother  of  Hon.  W.  P.  Van  Ness. 
"In  1806  he  emigrated  to  the  state  of  Vermont  and  fixed  his  residence  at 
St.  Albans,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  Canada  frontier ;  be  there 
commenced  the  study  of  law.  In  1809  he  removed  to  Burlington,  the 
largest  and  roost  important  town  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  for  the  purpose 
of  pursuing  his  profession.  In  1818,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  state  for  the  town  of  Barlingtoa,  ) 
elected  the  three  following  years.  During  the  last  year  of  hi[ 
service  (1821,)  he  was  appointed  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  tue 
State  of  Vermont;  this  office  he  held  for  two  years,  when  he  was  elected 
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chair  three  yeai'f, 
decliued  a  reelection  ar 
practice  of  hi'i  profewioQ  In  the  yeir  18J9  he  was  appointed,  by 
President  JacLion  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  to 
Spain.  After  an  absence  of  ten  years  from  his  native  country,  he  re- 
turned to  Vermont  Mr  Va,n  Ness  possessed  talontB  of  a  high  order,  and 
he  occupied  for  a  lon^  time  a  large  space  in  the  public  mind;  he  had  ft 
celebrated  and  ^loriouB  career 

The  Patroon  to  bol    Van,  Ikn''''e!air. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  Dec.  1,  1823. 

We  assembled  this  morning  and  expected  a  contested  Election  for 
Speaker's  chair.  Taylor  behaved  like  a  man,  and  when  the  Clerk  oailed 
for  the  Ballots  for  Speaker  he  made  a  Speech  and  declined,  he  wonld 
have  been  elected  on  the  second  Ballot  but  chose  to  disgrace  Barbour  I 
presuiTie.  I  have  had  no  conversation  with  him  on  his  declining.  Poor 
Barbour  had  only  42  Votes.  Pennsylvania  agreed  unanimously  to  vote 
on  the  Second  Ballot  for  Taylor.  Our  State  generally  for  Clay,  the  former 
officer  elected  unanimou.sly.  Pray  inform  the  Governor  of  Vermont,  with 
whom  I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  that  his  informant  is  mistaken. 
I  never  heard  any  imputation  on  his  Character,  and  rather  thought  well 
of  the  Vermontera  for  their  liberality  in  electing  a  Dutchman,  of  which 
I  was  proud.     I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  conversing  on  the  subject. 

Many  enquiries  are  made  with  respects  &o.,  for  you.  Love  to  your 
family  and  be  assured  of  my  esteem. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany.  S.  V.  Eensselaee. 

"  In  the  summer  of  1823  Eon.  Henry  Clay  was  reelected  to  congress, 
without  opposition ;  and  on  taking  his  seat^  upon  the  first  ballot  be  was 
chosen  speaker  —  receiving  139  votes,  while  Hon.  P.  P.  Barbour,  his  op- 
ponent, received  but  42.  It  was  at  this  session  that  the  recognition  of 
South  American  independence  and  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  in  the  passage 
of  which  Mr.  Clay  had  taken  a  prominent  and  most  efficient  part,  were 
effected  and  with  it  the  establishment  of  the  protective  system." 

&onernoT  Tan  Ness  to  Gen.  Tan  Mensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Burlington  December  16th,  1823. 

Your  letter  of  the  27th  of  November  was  duly  received,  and  would  have 
been  sooner  noticed,  but  for  the  hurry  of  some  particular  business.  The 
Honi"!*  W.  C.  Bradly  a  member  of  Congress  from  this  State,  and  now  at 
Washington,  gave  me  the  information  of  what  Gen'  Stephen  V.  R.  has 
said  of  me,  though  the  remarks  were  not  made  to  Mr.  Kradly  but  to  a 
Gentleman  who  repeated  them  to  him.  The  Geni  may  therefore  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Bradly, 

You  may  rest  assured,  my  dear  Sir  —  that  the  circumstances  of  former 
days  to  which  you  allude  in  your  letter,  have  never  been  forgotten  by  me, 
and  that  the  feelings  which  you  express  are  fully  reciprocated,  I  have 
always  taken  an  interest  in  your  welfare,  though  we  have  bad  but  little 
personal  intercourse;  and  I  felt  a  peculiar  anxiety  for  your  success  pend- 
ing the  contest  for  the  office  you  now  hold.  And  if  it  should  ever  be 
my  fortune  to  be  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  I  can  render  you  any 
service,  you  will  not  find  me  backward  in  proving  the  Sincerity  of  these 
professions.  Yours  very  cordially. 

The  Hon,  Solomon  Van  Kensselaer,  Albany,  C.  P.  Van  Ness. 
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"  There  13  no  wound  so  deadly  as  tbat  which  oalumny  inflicts  :  there  is 
no  curse  more  bitter  than  that  which  rests  upoa  the  defamer  of  innocence. 
They  who  can  invent  or  repeat  a  lie  to  injure  another's  fame,  are  the  basest 
and  most  exeorable  of  hitman  beings,  because  you  never  can  cope  with  it." 

TM  Patroon  to  Sol.  Van  Jtensselaer. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Washington  Dec.  27,  1823. 

I  enclose  the  letter  from  your  friend  and  shall  giye  myself  no  further 
trouble  on  the  subject.  1  have  had  an  unpleasant  interview  with  the 
Post  Mast.  Genl.,  he  regrets  the  ooeurrenoe  and  has  promised  me  not  to 
report  without  giving  us  notice.  You  will  reeollect  that  I  wrote  to  you 
last  winter  that  Crawford  would  be  the  Demooratic  Candidate  and  would 
succeed.  I  think  so  still.  I  have  taken  no  part  and  have  mentioned  the 
reason  to  Calhoun  and  Clay.  I  am  in  the  confidence  of  all  the  Candidates. 
I  took  an  active  part  for  Clay  at  the  opening  of  the  Session  and  we  suc- 
ceeded, for  which  he  has  manifested  his  good  will  on  several  occasions. 
I  am  too  old  to  engage  in  any  active  Electioneering  business.  1  have 
worked  against  the  Stream  till  I  am  exhausted  and  am  now  disposed  to 
glide  with  the  stream.  I  should  advocate  Mr.  Clinton  if  I  saw  any  pros- 
pect of  Buocess,  but  as  he  is  out  of  the  question  here,  I  am  satisfied  with 
either  of  the  Candidates,  Crawford  is  still  ill,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  he  is 
ever, a  well  man  again  ;  he  is  confined  to  his  room  and  often  to  his  bed ; 
his  eyes  are  inflamed.  His  Physicians  have  changed  his  treatment  and 
if  that  fails,  his  friends  will  despond.  I  saw  him  iast  week,  he  looks 
wretched  and  emaciated  but  speaks  strong.  New  England  it  is  supposed 
will  support  Calhoun  if  Adams  is  out  of  the  question.  Pennsylvania  will 
go  for  Jackson,  efi'orts  are  making  for  Crawford  by  the  Governor  and  Gal- 
latin to  induce  the  Members  to  attend  a  Caucus  to  nominate  Crawford,  A 
nomination  will  be  made  next  month  or  the  beginning  of  February :  it 
is  reported  here  that  Gov.  Yates  will  be  offered  the  Vice  President's  chair 
if  he  does  not  recommend  an  election  by  the  people.  Let  me  hear  from 
you  often.  Conkling  requested  me  to  mention  him  with  his  respects,  J. 
WUliamsalso;  he  speaks  frequently  of  having  written  to  you  and  received 
no  answer.     I  am  in  great  favor  with  all  your  friends. 

Ever  yours  Sincerely 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  llensselaer,  Albany.  '  S.  V.  Eewsbelabb. 

J.  B.  Mower  to  Qea.  Van  Benaselaer. 

My  dear  Sir,  Washington,  Jany.  5,  1824. 

Will  you  give  me  a  letter  of  introduction,  to  your  friend  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Senator  from  Kentucky  ?  I  want  one  from  you,  because  you  and 
I,  are  New  Yorkers.  I  shali  have  one  from  J^  C.  Calhoun  also.  I  want 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  Colonel  Johnson.  The  talk  here  yesterday 
was,  that  Crawford  was  going  tfl  die  (he  is  better  to  day),  that  should  he 
die,  then  Mr.  Adams  would  receive  the  benefit  of  Mr,  Crawford's  death. 
The  Caucus  is  dead,  and  you  may  say  so  as  strong  as  you  please.  If  the 
Legislature  passes  the  law  (electoral)  De  Witt  Clinton  is  a  strong  man, 
you  may  depend.     Look  out  for  Combinations.     Your  friend, 

Gen.  Sol,  Van  Kensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y.  J.  B.  Mowbe. 

Zewis  Williams  to  Orni.   Vcn  Rensselaer. 

Dear  Sir,  Washington,  Jany,  13,  1824. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  letter  with  its  inclosure  received  on 
yesterday  by  the  mail.     New  York  and  Virginia  ought  to  resist  the  com- 
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liination  among  the  smsll  States  to  throw  the  eleotion  info  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives.  If  the  small  States  determine  to  bring  things  to  that 
issue,  the  larger  States  owe  it  to  themselves  to  prevent  it  if  possible. 
From  all  the  indications  received  I  think  Mr.  Crawford's  election  as  sure 
as  any  event  of  the  kind  can  be.  In  Congress  he  has  twice  as  many 
friends  as  any  other  candidate.  But  it  is  the  object  of  his  opponents  to 
distract  and  divide  the  Electoral  vote,  so  as  to  defeat  him  if  possibly  they 
can.  But  I  trust  they  will  be  disappointed  in  this  calculation.  Every 
man  acquainted  with  Crawford  knows  his  worth,  and  as  you  are  among 
the  number  of  his  acquaintances  jou  will  be  able  to  correct  many  of  the 
falsehoods  and  misrepresentations  which  have  gone  abroad.  I  am  glad 
to  be  able  to  say  to  you  that  Crawford  is  getting  well  fast.  He  will  be 
able  to  go  abroad  shortly.  Your  friend  truly  and  Sincerely, 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Eensselaer,  Albany,  N.  T,  Lewis  Williams. 

J.  B.  Mower  to  Gen.  Van  Sensgelaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington  City,  Feb.  6,  1824. 

I  am  favored  with  your  polite  letter  to  Col.  Johnson  and  I  thank  you 
for  it.  That  part  of  the  President's  Message  respecting  'Postmasters,' 
will  not  even  get  into  the  new  bill,  give  yourself  no  trouble  my  friend, 
^ou  are  safe.  Do  inform  me  about  the  law,  my  letters  and  those  of 
others,  are  very  opposite.  For  instance,  Eoot,  Peter  B.  Porter,  and  Gen, 
McClnre  all  write  here,  that  the  Electoral  law  will  not  pass;  mine  say  it 
will.  Ihave  mi/ fears.  It  is  confidently  asserted  here,  Sir,  that  General 
Jackson  will  be  the  strongest  man  at  the  Convention  at  Harrisburgh  on 
the  4th  of  March.  Your  friend         J.  B,  Mower. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Eensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany. 

"The  presidential  election  was  now  near  at  hand,  and  very  early,  pre- 
ferences had  been  avowed  for  particular  candidates  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  The  legislatures  of  several  states  had  brought  forward  their 
favored  ones  as  competitors." 

T?ie  Patroon  to  Sol.  Van  Eensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  _  Washington  Feb,  15,  1824. 

I  give  the  result  of  the  miserable  Caucus  which  was  held  last  night  in 
the  Halt  of  the  Eep.  Chamber;  the  Gallery  was  crowded  and  overflowing. 
When  the  Ballot  was  declared  there  were  heavy  groans  in  the  Gallery  I 
was  told.  What  effect  it  will  have  io  our  State  among  the  legislature 
write  to  me.  Jackson  gains  ground  daily.  Your  friend  Coeke  did  not 
attend  although  in  favor  of  Crawford,  he  is  denounced  already.  Judge 
Euggles  in  the  Chair.  E.  Calling,  Sec.  16  of  our  delegation  attended. 
President  —  Crawford  62  votes:  Adams  2  :  Macon  1  r  Jackson  1. 
Tice-Preiident  —  Gallatin  67  :  Boot  2  :  Adams  2  :  Eush  1  :  Lowrie  I. 
Your  friend,  S.  V.  Rensselaer. 

Dear  Sir,  Washington  Feb.  19,  1824, 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  are  suffering  from  your  exertions  at  the 
Fire,  and  am  glad  you  succeeded,  and  hope  you  wil!  soon  be  convalescent. 
I  forwarded  to  you  through  the  Post  Office  the  Post  Office  Bill  and  will 
advise  you  of  its  progress,  it  is  committed  to  a  Com'tee  of  the  whole. 
The  new  Tariff  Bill,  will  occupy  the  bouse  for  a  week  or  two  longer.  I 
believe  there  is  no  disposition  to  remove  you  by  your  old  opponent.  We 
are  all  waiting  anxiously  to  hear  what  effect  the  Caucus  will  have  in  the 
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N.  York  Legislature.  It  is  expected  Crawford  will  be  nominated  by  them. 
Mr.  Clay's  frieoda  expect  the  same  ;  poor  Calhoun  it  is  thought  will  have 
to  with-draw  if  Pennsylvania  goes  for  Jaekson,  who  it  is  said  has  a  ma- 
jority of  the  norainatory  com' tee  to  meet  the  4th  of  March  at  Harrisburgh. 
Write  to  me  the  oewa  —  if  any  occurs.     Your  friend. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y.  8.  V-  Kensselaer. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Visii  OF  Geseral  the  Marquis  db  La  Fayette, 

Oener^  Orders. 

"  Navy  Department,  17th  August,  1824. 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  G-eneral  La  Fayette 
when  he  arrivos  in  this  country,  be  received  at  all  the  United  States* 
Naval  Stations,  and  bj  all  the  United  States '  ships  in  commission,  with 
honora  due  to  the  highest  rank  in  our  service." 

In  tbe  year  1824  great  preparations  were  making  for  some  important 
event,  and  the  cry  —  '■  La  Fayetli^i  coming  —  La  Fayettiii  coming  "  — 
was  eoboed  far  and  wide,  and  I  —  a  little  girl  not  yet  seven  years  old  — 
was  as  much  interested  as  any  one  to  see  the  revolutionary  hero,  the 
valorous  champion  for  our  liberty.  General  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette 
had  been  invited  to  visit  the  United  States  as  the  guest  of  the  nation,  and 
a  fine  ship  of  war  placed  at  his  disposal.  The  invitation  was  accepted, 
but  he  had  selected  an  ordinary  saihng  vessel  —  the  ship  Cadmus, 
Captain  AUyn,  with  commendable  respect  had  given  up  his  freight  and 
passengers  for  the  better  accommodation  of  La  Fayette.  After  a  pleasant 
passage  of  31  days  the  vessel  arrived  at  the  quarantine  ground,  New  York, 
on  Saturday  evening  August  14th,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  a 
grand  public  entry  into  that  city  on  Monday;  when  he  was  received  with 
the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  affection,  by  a  grateful  people  who 
remembered,  that  48  years  before  be  had  fought  by  the  side  of  Gea. 
Washington.  The  corporation  had  chartered  the  Chancellor  Livingston 
steamboat  to  receive  the  general,  together  with  three  other  steamboats 
dressed  elegantly  with  flags  and  streamers ;  they  were  all  filled  with  Jadies 
and  gentlemen,  and  each  boat  had  a  fine  band  of  music.  On  board  the 
Chancellor  was  the  superior  band  from  West  Point,  which  Oapt.  Center 
brought  down.  The  general  was  accompanied  by  his  son,  George 
Washington  La  Fayette  —  a  very  fine  looking  man  somewhat  advanced 
in  years  —  and  his  secretary. 

The  most  interesting  sight  was  the  reception  of  the  welcome  visitor  by 
his  old  companions  in  arms.  Col.  Marinue  Willett,  now  ia  bis  eighth-fifth 
year  —  General  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Gen.  Clarkson,  Col.  Richard  Varick, 
Gol.  Piatt,  Col.  Trumbull,  and  several  members  of  the  society  of  Cinoin- 
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nati.  He  embKaeed  them  all  affectionately  and  remembered  all  with 
wonderful  precision  ;  it  was  a  re-union  of  a  long  separated  family.  A 
splendid  ball  was  given  in  tbe  theatre  and  every  honor  heaped  upon  the 
nobleman,  who  was  particularly  gratified  with  bis  visit  at  the  navy  yard 
and  other  engaging  local  sites.  He  called  on  the  widow  of  General  Ham- 
ilton ;  with  her  to  dwell  upon  the  recollections  of  his  public  services  and 
condole  upon  the  loss  sustained  in  his  death  by  his  country.  There  is  a 
tender  delicacy  and  character  in  such  marks  of  attention,  which  render 
them  truly  valuable,  also  most  credible  to  heart  and  mind.  "  On  Friday 
20th,  the  general  left  New  York  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  Bos- 
ton, in  a  coach  drawn  by  four  beautiful  white  horses.  In  the  coaoh  was  his 
son  and  suite;  be  was  accompanied  by  four  other  carriages  and  a  military 
escort.  He  announced  his  intention  of  returning  to  New  York  during  the 
early  part  of  September,  and  in  a  few  days  after  he  will  proceed  to  Phila- 
delphia, extending  his  tour  south  and  to  the  far  west.  John  H.  Wendell 
and  Matthew  Gregory,  two  revolutionary  patriots,  have  been  appointed  by 
the  corporation  of  Albany,  to  repair  to  New  York,  and  deliver  to  La 
Fayette,  a  letter  of  invitation  from  the  common  council  to  visit  Albany." 

Colonel  EUiott  to  Gen.  Yan  Benaselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Albany  Augt.,  24,  1824. 

The  Marquis  De  La  Fayette  is  expected  here  early  next  week.     Mr. 

John  Townsend  one  of  the  Committee  of  the  Corporation,  desired  me  to 

say  to  you,  that  you  were  much  wanted  in  making  the  Arrangements  — ■ 

the  Citizens  are  to  meet  for  this  purpose  to-morrow  Evening. 

Yours  Sincerely, 

Gen.  Sol,  Van  Rensselaer.  Robt.  Elliott. 

The  mayor,  Ambrose  Spencer,  received  a  letter  from  Gen.  La  Fayette, 
accepting  the  invitation  of  the  common  council  to  visit  Albany  and  stated 
that  "  in  a  few  days  after  September  6th  he  will  have  the  gratification  of 
offering  to  the  citizens  of  this  place  his  high  respects  and  affectionate 
gratitude,"     Great  preparations  were  accordingly  made  to  do  him  proper 

"  Albany  September  13,  1824.  Major  Genl.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 
having  been  requested  to  act  as  marshal  of  the  day,  appointed  for  render- 
ing honors  to  Gen.  La  Fayette,  the  illustrious  guest  of  the  nation,  and  the 
uniform  friend  of  liberty,  cordially  accepts  of  the  office,  and  appoints 
Majors  C.  Humphrey  and  John  0.  Cole,  his  assistants  on  this  occasion." 

General  La  Fayette  in  company  with  a  large  party  of  friends  left  New 
York  on  Tuesday  September  14tb  and  had  a  most  enjoyable  entertainment 
throughout  his  entire  trip  coming  up  the  Hudson  river.  At  West  Point 
he  was  received  by  the  commandant  of  the  post,  Col.  Thayer,  and  re- 
mained during  the  entire  day.  The  passage  up  the  river  from  New  York 
to  Newburgh  was  interesting  beyond  all  description  ;  every  mile  of  it  was 
consecrated  by  some  revolutionary  event.  General  La  Fayette  pointed 
out  the  house  occupied  by  Arnold  and  related  all  the  circumstances  of  his 
detestable  treason  and  escape. 

"After  leaving  Poughkeepsie  the  boat  proceeded  a  few  miles,  and  at  ten 
A.  M.|  the  party  from  it,  landed  and  rode  to  the  mansion  of  General 
Morgan  Lewis,  where  refreshments  were  received.  At  twelve  o'clock,  on 
returning  to  the  boat,  they  found  baskets  of  choice  grapes  and  peaches 
which  the  ladies  of  Governor  Lewis's  household  had  sent.     At  Kingston 
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Colonel  Harry  Liringaton  came  on  board  to  greet  his  old  friend.  At 
Khiiiebeck,  a  bouquet  of  beautiful  flowers  acid  a  basket  of  delicious  La 
Fayette  peaobea  were  sent  on  board  for  the  General  by  Mra.  Thompson, 
attentions  were  constantly  received.  At  Olermont  a  splendid  reception 
awaited  General  La  Fayette.  Robert  L.  Liviogston,  Esq.,  had  been 
several  weeks  preparing  to  give  the  general  a  moat  munificent  entertain' 
ment,  and  as  the  steamer  approached,  Mr.  LiviDgstoD  stood  upou  his 
wharf  to  receive  the  hero,  who  fared  aumptuoasly.  He  also  attended  a 
very  brilliant  bail  which  was  graced  by  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Eichard 
Montgomery  and  many  of  his  oldest  friends.  At  Catekill  and  Hudson 
the  general  landed  amid  a  roar  of  cannon  and  the  heartiest  cheers  of 
assembled  thousands.  Extensive  preparations  had  been  made  at  Albany 
for  the  welcome  of  the  visitor  by  daylight,  but  owing  to  the  low  state  of 
the  tide  the  steamboat  could  make  but  slow  advance.  Accordingly 
leaving  the  company  of  cavalry  at  the  bar,  the  littie  "  Fire  Fly  "  waa 
called  into  requisition  and,  having  on  board  Major  General  Solomon  Van 
Bensselaer  with  his  suite  and  several  other  gentlemen,  met  tbe  espected 
party  at  New  Baltimore. 

"  Three  hearty  cheers  were  esohanged  when  these  gentlemen  came  on 
board  the  Kent.  General  La  Fayette  landed  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  three  miles  below  Albany,  where  he 
waa  met-by  an  escort  of  carriages  and  mounted  dragoons  from  this  city 
u  d     tl     d  n  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  marshal  of  the  day.     The 

h  d     u    t       tered  a  stylish  vehicle,  and  with  Gen,  Van  Rensselaer 

ted  by  h  d  they  proceeded  up  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the  village 
f  G  nbush  where  from  an  elevated  staff  waved  a  large  national  flag, 
ad     spl  nd  t  a    h  of  thirty  feet  span  was  thrown  over  the  street  resting 

tw  lum  t  each  end.  Tbe  space  upon  each  side  of  the  street  was 
fill  d  w  h  1  t  ees  of  evergreen.  The  arch  was  surmounted  with  flags 
a  d  t  t  fully  d  orat«d  with  evergreens,  and  festooned  with  garlands  of 
b  ht  fi  w  rs  1 1  the  rear  of  the  arch  was  pitched  a  general's  marquee, 
d  t  d  w  tl  fl  gs,  carpeted  and  bung  round  with  fine  national  paintings ; 
t  w  1  fu  !  cd  with  side-hoard,  tables,  &c.  Upon  a  table  was  set  a 
h  d  m  1  g  pyramid  of  cake,  furnished  by  Mra.  Nanning  I.  Vissoher, 
add  t  d  w  h  boughs  of  mountain  ash,  filled  with  red  clusters.  In 
Alb  ny  w  w  he  procession,  marshaled  by  General  Solomon  Van  Rens- 
sel  nd  t  d  by  Majors  Humphrey  and  Cole,  coming  \ip  South 

M  k  t  t  t  nd  a  more  beautifnl  one  was  never  witnessed.  The  dark- 
n  fth  ht  acher  increased  than  diminished  theeffeot.  The  escort 
consisted  of  three  companies  of  cavalry  and  eight  companies  of  infantry. 

"  The  band  of  Colonel  Jenkins's  regiment  played  most  delightfully  they 
discoursed  in  eloquent  strains  and  in  a  style  but  rarely  surpassed.  After 
tbis  came  the  Military  Association  and  next  a  very  beautiful  chariot,  the 
top  thrown  back,  drawn  by  four  milk  white  horses,  containing  the  venerated, 
much  loved  hero,  and  Stephen  Lush  Esq.,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  who 
had  received,  at  the  south  ferry,  and  welcomed  him  in  behalf  of  the 
corporation,  on  his  landing  in  the  city.  On  arriving  at  the  park  —  in 
front  of  tbe  Capitol,  the  general  left  his  carriage ;  he  was  then  conducted 
to  the  Capitol  and  introduced  to  the  mayor  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  by 
General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  the  chief  marshal  of  the  day.  The 
mayor  then  addressed  his  guest,  after  which  the  mayor  eondueted  him  to 
the  governor's  room  who  welcomed  him  with  another  address.  They  then 
proceeded  toCruttenden'sandsatdowntoa  sumptuous  and  bountiful  repast 
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"  The  following  day  the  general  was  invited  to  take  a  trip  on  the  canal, 
and  after  an  interesting  visit  at  the  United  States'  arsenal  the  party  pro- 
ceeded to  Troy,  where  they  were  most  cordially  received  and  addressed  by 
George  Tibbits,  Esq.  The  Capitol  was,  for  this  momentous  event, 
superbly  decorated  with  greens  and  flowers,  the  pillars  of  the  porch  were 
entwined,  and  the  hall  was  elegantly  embellished  with  flags  while  the 
national  standard  was  displayed  from  the  cupola.  On  Saturday  Even- 
ing, at  8  o'clock,  General  La  Fayette,  escorted  by  the  horse,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Cooper,  and  accompanied  by  the  mayor  and  other  citizens, 
visited  DeWitt  Clinton,  and  remained  at  his  house  nearly  an  hour.  He 
then  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  his  respects  to  his  family,  and  particularly  to  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  the  venerable  widow  of  Colonel 
Philip  Van  Rensselaer  of  Cherry  Hill.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation 
the  general  facetiously  reminded  her  of  a  certain  time  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  when,  as  a  dashing  young  officer,  he  arrived  in  the  city  on 
Ha  way  to  Schenectady,  on  a  oold  winter's  day,  clad  in  his  regimental 
small  olotbes,  with  white  silk  stockings  and  shoes,  when  she  remonstrated 
against  his  veuturing  out  thus  and  prevailed  on  him  to  wear,  over  both 
shoe  and  stocking,  a  coarse  but  thick,  comfortable  pair  of  woolen  hose  that 
came  above  the  knee,  and  in  that  style  he  gaily  pursued  his  journey. 
We  mention  sueii  things  merely  as  the  reminiscences  of  days  long  gone 
by,  and  as  interesting  to  those  who  lived  in  those  perilous  times."  [I  have 
a  vivid  reooUeotionof  this  interesting  incident.  The  mirqu is  selected  out 
our  venerated  maternal  grandmother  for  a  friendly  chat ;  and  with  me,  a 
child  of  seven  summers  on  his  knee,  reminded  the  old  lady,  in  his  genial 
way  of  "  the  warm  woolen,  koussen,"  and  acknowledged  the  great  comfort 
they  gave  him,  that  they  were  invaluable,  and  his  indebtedness  for  her 
thoughtful  consideration  in  those  truly  hazardous  days.  The  solution  of 
this  grateful  emotion  was  this:  When  Lafayette  accompanied  James 
Duane  to  the  Indian  council  at  Johnstown  in  1778,  he  visited  Colonel 
Philip  Van  Rensselaer  at  Cherry  Hill.  There  was  still  much  snow  on 
the  ground,  and  being  intensely  cold,  my  grandmother  feared  he  would 
freeze  before  reaching  Schenectady.  She  therefore,  with  a  mother's  love, 
insisted  upon  his  accepting  a  pair  of  thick  woolen  long  stockings,  the 
work  of  her  own  hands,  to  draw  over  his  silk  hose,  that  his  feet  might  be 
better  protected  from  the  biting  frost.  The  mind  of  the  noble  man  seemed 
dee.ply  retentive  to  such  little  acts  of  kindness.] 

"  General  La  Fayette  also  called  at  the  mansion  of  the  venerable  Lt. 
Governor  Tayler,  another  patriot  of  the  revolution-  He  then  returned 
to  Cruttenden's  and  received  a  deputation  from  Temple  Koyal  Arch 
Chapter,  with  an  address  delivered  by  Dr.  Eights,  high  priest  of  said 
Chapter. 

"  Having  made  arrangements  for  his  departure,  the  escort  moved  to 
Governor  Yates's  house,  where  the  general  also  paid  a  visit.  When  the 
procession  returned  from  the  Governor  Yates,  South  Market  street  was 
illumined  from  one  end  to  the  other  ;  while  whole  barrels  of  tar  blazed 
along  the  streete  in  honor  of  the  noble  and  loved  visitor.  He  was  escorted 
to  the  steam  boat  landing  when  he  departed.  General  La  Fayette  reached 
Clermont,  where  he  intended  to  pass  the  Sabbath,  very  early  on  Sunday 
morning.  It  was  also  his  design  to  dine  with  the  widow  of  General 
Montgomery  before  he  returned  to  New  York  city. 

It  was  a  proud  day  for  Albany,  long  to  be  remembered.     The  mayor  — 
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the  oorporation — General  Van  Rensselaer — ColoDelCooper — the  cavalry 
and  tlie  foot  —all  vied  in  showing  respectful  kiodnesa  and  attention  to 
the  great  chief. 

"Albany,  iSspfemfeerlS,  1824.  Major  General  Solomon  Van  Eenaselaer, 
is  charged  bj  the  illustrtoua  La  Fajette,  the  guest  of  the  nation,  to  espross 
his  grateful  feelings  for  the  kind  and  distinguished  reception  which  he 
experienced  from  all  quarters  on  his  recent  visit,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
state  his  regret  for  the  unexpected  dela;  in  the  time  of  his  arrival. 

■'  General  Van  Hensaelaer  prays  leave  to  add,  the  expresaioo  of  his  re- 
Bpectfiil  approbation  for  the  good  coudnct  of  the  military  and  all  other 
classes  of  citizens  on  this  auspicious  occaeiou.  The  denionstration^  of 
gratitude  and  respect,  so  cordially  and  universally  evinced  for  the  hero  of 
liberty  and  the  friend  of  the  human  race,  reflect  honor  on  the  American 
people,  and  elevate  the  character  of  man." 

The  Pafroon  to  Sol.  Van  Senasdaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  Washington,  Jany.  22,  1825. 

Tour  recommendation  I  presented  to  the  Post-Master  General,  I  sent 
to  him  the  letter,  his  answer  I  enclosed  to  H.  Bleeoker,  Esq.,  if  avacancy 
occur  our  friend  will  receive  the  appointment.  McLean  told  me  he  had 
received  no  complaints  yet.  Our  Presidential  question  is  drawing  to  a 
close.  Itlr.  Clay  baa  taken  his  ground  in  favor  of  Adama,  this  will  ensure 
his  election  without  doubt  it  is  said  on  the  first  ballot;  but  I  doubt  this, 
the  second  or  third  certainly.  The  Western  people  —  Ohio  and  Kentucky 
at  their  head  —  are  for  Adams.  We  may  be  divided  in  our  delegation  at 
first,  but  Taylor,  Stores  and  Tracy  think  not.  I  feel  inclined  for  "  Old 
Hickory  "  myself.  Our  Winter  has  been  very  mild  —  no  ice,  and  but  one 
flight  of  SQOW.  I  enjoy  good  health,  and  wish  jou  and  yours  many  happy 
returns  of  New  Year.  Ever  yours, 

Gen.  So!.  Van  R«nsselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany.  8.  V.  Kbnsselaee. 

"  At  the  presidential  election  the  most  intense  political  excitement  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  country.  The  candidates  were  Messrs.  Adama, 
Crawford,  Jackson  and  Clay.  Neither  of  these  candidates  having  received 
a  majority,  the  house  of  representatives  was  called  upon  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion. Mf,  Clay,  as  speater  of  the  house,  was  placed  in  a  delicate  and  respon- 
sible position.  He  was  required  to  designate  whioh  of  the  three,  who  had 
been  his  rivals,  should  be  elected.  To  his  personal  friends  his  preference 
had  long  been  known.  But  obvious  propriety  prevented  hia  proclaiming 
it  in  public;  and  he  accordingly  maintained  a  decorous  silenoe  about  it." 

J.  B.  8tua/rt  to  Gen.  Van  Sensaelaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington  City,  8th  March,  1825. 

I  am  authorized  to  aay  to  you,  in  confidence,  that  the  mission  to  London 
will  be  kept  open  3  weeks  to  enable  Mr.  Clinton  to  reverse  his  first  de- 
cision on  this  subject.  It  is,  I  believe,  the  unanimous  wish  of  Mr.  Clintons 
friends  here,  that  he  should  accept  it.  Mr.  Adams  made  it  in  good  faith, 
and  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Clay  have  any  political  object  in  view  in  sending 
Mr.  Clinton  out  of  the  country. 

But  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  —  the  recognition  of  South 
America  by  the  British —  and  the  suspicion  of  Piracy  require  an  able  man 
to  represent  this  country,  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  in  London.  Mr. 
Clinton  in  the  estimation  of  both  Adams  and  Clay  is  thatmao.  Wiil  he 
not  accept? 
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Mr.  Olay  and  Genl.  Hari-ison  send  tlioirbost  regards  to  you;  and  Ham- 
soQ  in  true  soldier  style  says,  while  he  is  in  the  Senate,  if  he  has  thepower 
you  shall  continue  to  be  Post  Master,  or  any  thing  else  you  may  want. 
Yours  truly, 

Gen,  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  Post  Master,  Albany.  J.  B.  Stuaet. 

Mr,  Clinton  did  not  accept  the  mission  to  London, and  itwas  at  this  time 
the  enemies  of  Mr.  Clay  were  very  active  in  their  attacks.  "On  the  8th  of 
March  a  letter  was  published,  written  by  a  Mr.  Beverly,  purporting  to 
state  the  substance  of  a  conversation  held  by  the  writer  with  Gen.  Jack- 
son, at  his  own  house,  in  which  the  latter  distinctly  said,  that  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Clay  had  made  to  him,  explicitly,  the  offer  of  their  support,  on  con- 
dition, that  he  should  not  continue  Mr.  Adams  as  secretary  of  state." 

That  Mr.  Clay  would  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson,  notwithstanding  the  at- 
tempt tx>  dragoon  him  into  his  support,  no  one  who  remembered  the  man- 
ner iu  which  he  had  arraigned  bis  conduct  in  the  Seminole  campaign, 
and  the  grounds  on  which  he  had  then  based  his  violent  censure,  could 
for  one  moment  anticipate.  He  had  repeatedly  declared,  that  in  no  case, 
short  of  absolute  necessity,  would  be  do  it.  General  Jackson  himself  did 
not  expect  it.  Mr.  Crawford  he  did  not  choose  to  support,  for  the  simple 
reason,  that,  as  he  had  satisfied  himself,  by  a  personal  visit,  his  health  and 
physical  abilities  were  not  competent  to  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties 
of  the  office.  He  bad  been  a  paralytic  for  more  than  two  years,  and  there- 
fore seemod  out  of  the  question  to  Mr.  Clay.  Accordingly  he  decided  to 
vot«  for  Mr.  Adama,  He  had  long  known  him  as  a  statesman  of  rare 
ability  and  of  undoubted  integrity.  He  knew  him  also,  as  the  unwavering 
friend  of  the  system  of  protection  and  of  Internal  Improvements,  and  he 
had  no  objections  to  him.  John  Quincy  Adams  of  Massachusetts  was  elected 
president  of  the  United  States;  and  John  C.  Caihoun  of  South  Carolina, 
vice  president.  The  president  immediately  offered  Mr.  Clay  a  seat  in  the 
cabinet  and  Henry  Clay  became  the  secretary  of  the  state,  though  many 
attempts  were  made  to  terrify  him  from  accepting  the  office.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  inaugurating  of  President  Adams,  the  canvi^s  for  the  next 
presidential  contest  of  1828  was  comraenoed  by  the  friends  of  General 
Jackson  and  it  was  foreseen  at  an  early  day  that  Mr.  Adams  could  not  be 
reelected.  He  would  have  been  if  he  could,  but  all  the  signs  were  against 
him,  and  consequently  he  drew  out  of  the  race.  James  Monroe  having 
been  for  fifty  years  in  public  life,  found  the  quiet  of  his  home  in  Virginia 
peculiarly  acceptable.  Mr.  Monroe  came  in  as  asort  of  compromise  candidate, 
after  Madison's  retirement,  and  his  administration  was  eonduotod  during 
a  long  era  of  "peace  and  good  will."  He  went  into  the  office  a  poor  man, 
and  came  out  of  it  a  poor  man. 

Sr.  Van  Eenaaelaer  to  Gen-  Van  Seneeelaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  New  York  March  19,  1825. 

I  intended  to  have  written  to  you  yesterday,  but  was  so  hurried  that  I 
had  not  time.  I  requested  Adeline  to  tell  you  of  it.  You  are,  as  we  all 
know,  a  Member  of  the  "  MUilary  Philosophical  Society"  which  for  years 
has  been  defunct.  This  Society  had  a  fund  arising  from  the  initiation  fee 
of  Members  —  and  which  has  for  many  years  laid  idle.  The  Lyceum  of 
Natural  History,  beingmuch  in  want  of  a  Library,  appointed  a  Committee 
to  gain  the  consent  of  the  Members  of  the  "  Military  Philosophical  Society" 
to  have  that  fund  delivered  to  the  Lyceum  for  that  purpose.     The  indi- 
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viduala  of  your  Societj  have'  mostly  given  their  consent,  on  the  espress 
condition,  that  the  fund  be  appropriated  to  purchase  of  books  merely.  The 
original  namber  of  the  Society  was  about  200 ;  of  which  40  remain  to  be 
heard  from,  and  the  Committee  have  reserved  yourself  and  some  few  Mem- 
bers, who  were  near  to  New  York,  to  apply  to  for  the  final  Sanction,  But 
one  Gtentleman  has  deoHnecl  the  request.  Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon 
as  convenient.  Remember  me  to  the  family  and  believe  me  —  Yours  very 
Truly  Jer:  Tan  Rensselabr. 

My  Dear  Sir,  New  York  Tuesday  April  5,  1825. 

Your  several  letters  have  been  received  and  the  contents  duly  forwarded. 
The  "  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  "  have  returned  you  a  Vote  of  Tkankg 
for  your  ready  acquiescence  in  their  wishes.  The  fund  alluded  to  has  laid 
idle  for  many  years  —  and  the  Military  Philosophical  Society  has  not  met 
in  nine  or  ten  years.  Should  you  sec  any  of  the  folks  from  the  Greenbush 
bank,  say  that  we  are  well.     Yours  Truly.     Jer  :  Tan  Rensselaer. 

G-en.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany. 

"  Genera!  La  Fayette,  accompanied  by  his  son  and  secretary,  traveled 
through  every  state  and  was  welcomed  with  the  strongest  eshibitions  of 
appreciation  and  respect,  his  journey  among  us  was  aeontioued  ovation  to  the 
oldhero  who  was  now  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  He  was  every  where  received 
with  honor  as  the  cation's  guest,  and  he  found  that  forty  years  had  made 
great  ohanges  in  every  thing  but  the  hearts  of  the  people,  they  still  loved 
him  even  as  their  fathers  had  done  for  the  interest  he  had  ever  felt.  At 
Mount  Vernon  he  had  wept  over  the  dust  of  his  beloved  Washington  and 
now  he  was  approaching  Albany  era  route  tfl  Boston  that  he  might  lay  the 
corner-stone  of  the  great  monument,  at  Bunker-Hill,  on  the  17th  of  June, 
1825.  As  a  token  of  their  regard,  congress  had  also  presented  him  the 
sum  of  $200,000  and  a  township  of  land,  being  a  slight  return  for  his 
self-denial  and  loss  of  his  own  fortune  in  our  behalf.  Even  when  he 
finally  left  our  shores,  so  far  from  the  warmth  and  cordiality  of  his  recep- 
tion having  in  the  least  abated,  he  was  just  as  much  the  object  of  affec- 
tionate and  sincere  attention  as  he  was  the  hour  he  landed  for  the  third 
time  on  our  coast.  On  the  arrival  at  Albany  in  June  1825  of  the  distin- 
guished traveling  party  from  the  West,  they  were  again  received  with 
repeated  cheers,  and  with  patriotic  aira  from  the  Albany  band." 

The  long  and  short  La  Fayette  kid  gloves,  waist-ribbons,  badges,  &o. 
(ornamented  with  aa  elegant  portrait  of  the  general,  an  excellent  likeness, 
which  were  worn  at  the  grand  ball  that  was  given  at  the  Capitol  on  the 
arrival  of  the  (/M^si  oy^Aemaiion  on  the  previous  visit),  were  now  again 
called  in  requisition.  The  line  of  troops  and  processions  of  citizens  as  an 
escort  was  as  brilliant  a  cortege  as  any  person  could  desire. 

MooTt  of  Gen.  La,  Fayette  —  General  Orders. 

Head  Quarters,  June  11th,  1825. 
On  the  Departure  of  General  La  Payette  from  this  City,  He  will  be  es- 
corted to  the  line  of  the  State  by  Captain  Spencer's  company  of  Albany 
Light  Dragoons,  accompanied  by  the  Staff  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

Major  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
this  escort  and  his  orders  will  be  respected  accordingly. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

Charles  A.  Clinton,  Actg.  Adjt.  Genl. 
63 
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Departure  of  Lafayette  —  On  Monday,  June  13,  at  early  dawn  our  citi- 
zens were  roused  from  their  alumbera  by  tlie  thunder  of  caanon,  a  na- 
tional salute  in  honor  of  the  guest  of  the  nation  —  the  bells  gave  a  merry' 
peal  to  call  forth  old  and  young  to  take  leave  of  the  hero  who  oame  from 
a  foreign  land  and  spent  his  treasurea  and  periled  liis  life  to  redeem  our 
country  from  thraldom  to  tyranta.  In  a  ahort  time  our  streets  were  ail 
bustle  and  animation  ;  the  proud  charger  with  military  trappings  dashed 
over  the  pavement  with  his  gallant  rider  clad  in  all  the  panoply  of  war, 
while  the  noddingplumea  of  the  foot  soldiery  spake  that  each  man  was  eager 
to  honor  the  brave.  At  8  o'clock  the  procession  was  formed  along  the 
park  and  in  front  of  Cruttenden's,  when  the  general  entered  his  carriage 
supported  by  General  Solomon  Van  Renaselaer,  marahal  of  the  day,  and 
preceded  by  the  military.  The  Albany  Military  Asaociation,  under  their 
preaident,  Colonel  John  T.  Cooper,  escorted  the  general  to  the  ferry  with 
drawn  swords,  an  honor  never  before  paid  by  them  to  any  other  individual. 

The  mayor  (Ambrose  Speneer)  and  board  of  corporation  followed  in 
carriages  and  a  long  line  of  citizens  on  foot  conducted  through  many  streets 
t«  the  south  ferry  under  a  discharge  of  cannon  and  ringing  of  bells,  where 
he  received  the  affectionate  farewell  of  thousands.  On  leaving  the  shore 
at  Albany,  the  ferry  boat  which  contained  the  eacort  was  saluted  with 
music  and  the  roar  of  artillery.  The  general  and  suite,  en  route  for  Bos- 
ton, escorted  by  a  detachment  of  cavalry  —  and  accompanied  by  the  acting 
adjutantgeneral  (Charles  A.  Clinton),  one  of  the  governor's  aids,  and  the 
Military  Association  of  the  city  went  as  far  as  the  MassachusetteSine.  The 
escort  proceeded  to  Sohodack  and  Nassau.  At  Brainard's  Bridge  a  collation 
had  been  provided  and  a  committee  from  Lebanon  also  waited  upon  him. 
As  the  escort  approached  Lebanon  Springs,  crowds  of  horsemen  and  foot- 
men followed.  At  the  state  line  an  escort  from  Pittsfield  received  the  gene- 
ral aud  suite  and  the  escort  from  Albany  took  leave.  He  was  taken  by  the 
Massachusetts  committee  to  a  carriage  adorned  with  wreaths  of  beautiful 
flowers.  The  elegant  carriage,  in  which  the  honored  hero  had  jooroeyed 
from  Albany  to  the  state  line,  was  the  same  one  that  had  been  osed  oq 
his  first  arrival  at  the  bar  below  Graenbush.  It  was  a  very  stylish  barouche 
of  English  manufacture;  the  property  of  the  late  lamented  Colonel  Nan- 
ning  I.  Visscher  purchased  in  London,  while  on  his  visit  to  Great  Britain, 
and  brought  by  him  to  this  country.  It  was  kindly  loaned  by  the  widow 
of  Colonel  Visscher  to  General  Van  Rensselaer  for  these  occasions. 

The  Hudson,  Register  says  an  object  of  curiosity  and  interest  as  his- 
toricnl  is  presented  to  the  visitors  at  Colombia  Hall,  Lebanon  Springs,  in 
an  old  and  time  worn  Hotel  Register,  the  first  volume  dating  back  to'1820. 

During  the  summer  of  1826  Gen.  La  Payette,  in  his  tour  through  the 
states  whose  independence  he  had  materially  assisted  to  achieve,  tarried 
for  a  brief  period  at  the  springs,  accompanied  thither  by  a  lot  of  dignitaries. 

The  following  is  a  verbatim  transcript  from  the  register  aforesaid  under 
dateof  June  13, 1825-:  "  Marquis  De  La  Fayette  and  Son;  General  Solo- 
mon Van  Rensselaer;  Col.  Clinton ;  Oapt.  Spencer,  Lady  and  two  children ; 
Mr.  Horton,  A.  D.  C.  to  his  Excellency;  Col.  Bloodgood;  Major  J.  B. 
Van  Schaaek  ;  Col.  John  T.  Cooper ;  Major  P.  Seaton  Henry  ;  Major  R. 
V.DeWitt;  Lieut  Col.  Kuowlton;  Maj.T.  A.  Bridgen,  Surrogate;  Capt. 
S.  V.  R.  Bteecker ;  Capt.  Osborn  ;  Capt.  Hendrickson ;  Lieut.  Webster  j 
Lieut.  P,  H.  Van  Valkenburg  Kirkland;  Adjutant  JJazard;  Adjutant 
Brush  ;  Dr.  James  Eights,  Surgeon  89th  Infantry.  " 

Out  of  all  this  number  only  two  or  three  are  still  living.     "  The  sorrow 
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for  tlie  dead  is  the  only  sorrow  from  which  we  refuse  tobedivoroed.  There 
is  a  remembranae  of  the  dead  to  which  we  ever  gladly  turn. " 

The  Last  Visit. —  "  General  La  Fayette  returned  to  Albany  from  his 
visit  to  the  eastern  states  on  Friday  July  1, 1825,  en  fouie  to  New  York, 
at  which  place  he  had  engaged  to  spend  the  national  holiday  of  July  4th. 
The  '  Nation's  Gaest'  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  dinner  in  the  hall  of  the 
Capitol ;  it  was  a  well  spread  board, '  wit  walked  the  round,  songs  filled  the 
air.'  The  military  escort  from  Troy  and  a  committee  of  our  citizens  who 
went  to  bring  him  in,  sat  down  with  him.  The  general's  arrival  at  the 
city  bounds  was  announced  by  a  discharge  of  cannon.  In  various  parts 
of  the  city,  bright  flags  were  flying  through  the  day  in  honor  of  the 
pleasant  occasion.  At  the  dinner,  Hev.  Dr.  Chester  asked  a  blessing  from 
the  Throne  of  Grace.  The  toast  of  General  La  Fayette  was  :  '  Albany  as 
I  have  known  it,  and  Albany  as  it  is  now  —  a  comparative  standard 
between  royal  guardianship,  and  the  self  government  of  the  people  —  may 
this  difference  be  more  and  more  illustrated  at  home,  and  understood 
abroad.'  After  dinner,  at  eight  o'clock,  the  general  and  suite,  together 
with  the  Military  Association  visited  the  theatre.  After  the  play  was  over, 
the  honored  party  in  carriages  preceded  by  a  fine  band  of  music,  were  escorted, 
to  the  steamboat  Bolivar.;  he  embarked  on  board  and  proceeded  down  the 
river  as  far  as  West  Point.  This  was  his  last  visit.  The  marquis  was 
much  gratified  with  the  exhibition  of  regard  and  the  attention  shown  him 
throughout  the  entire  land  whose  cause  he  had  adopted  in  its  darkest 
hours,  and  whose  liberties  he  had  assisted  so  much  in  establishing." 

It  was  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  the  governor  of  the  stat«  —  De 
Witt  Clinton  —  was  necessarily  absent  on  the  occasion  of  both  visits,  buli 
Gen.  La  Fayette  was  received  by  the  acting  adjutant  general,  Charles  A. 
Clinton,  private  secretary, 

"  Preparatory  mea.^ures  were  on  foot  leading  to  the  Ohio  canals,  of 
opening  and  rendering  permanent  a  navigable  water  communication  be- 
tween Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river.  The  completion  of  the  Erie  or 
Grand  canal  in  New  York  state  had  dispelled  all  doubts  about  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  one  in  Ohio,  Governor  Clinton  had  favored  the  admis- 
sion of  Ohio  into  the  Union,  and  had  always  been  friendly  to  its  advance- 
ment. The  commissioners,  early  in  the  year  1825,  determined  on  the 
route  commencing  at  Cleveland  and  ending  at  Portsmouth  on  the  Ohio 
river.  Every  preparation  being  made,  the  constituted  authorities  invited 
De  Witt  Clinton,  governor  of  New  York,  to  be  present  at  the  commence- 
inent  of  making  the  oanal.  Accordingly  Governor  Clinton  attended  by 
his  aids,  Colonels  Jones  and  Reed;  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  of 
Albany,  Who  had  traversed  the  state  when  a  wilderness,  as  an  officer  under 
General  Wayne  ;  Judge  Conkling,  United  States  district  judge,  and  a  few 
others,  started  from  Albany,  New  York,  and  landed  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
in  June  1825.  They  arrived  at  Newark  near  the  Licking  summit,  on  the 
third  day  of  July  on  a  beautiful  afternoon.  Here  were  assembled  to  meet, 
welcome  and  receive  these  distinguished  friends  of  Ohio,  the  governor  of 
Ohio,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  with  the  other  state  functionaries  and  military, 
dressed  in  their  best  attire  with  all  their  arms.  As  soon  as  Governor 
Clinton's  carriage  appeared  on  the  public  square,  the  many  thousands  of 
persons  present  rent  the  air  with  their  loud  huzzas  of  welcome  to  De  Witt 
CliiNTON,  '  the  father  of  internal  imp  rove  men  I*.'  Four  companies  of  ar- 
tillery fired  one  hundred  guns  in  honor  of  the  state's  guest.  Of  this  great 
assemblage,  many  of  them  were  his  personal  friends,  with  many  of  whom 
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he  had  all  along  corresponded  on  the  subject  which  had  brought  them 
together.  The  meeting  of  so  many  old  friends  on  an  occasion  so  dear  to 
all  their  hearts,  was  deeply  affecting  to  all  present. 

"  On  the  4th  day  of  July,  1825,  forty-nine  years  after  the  declaration  of 
independence,  this  great  work  of  connecting  Lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio 
river,  by  a  navigable  canal,  was  commenced,  by  the  sons  of  those  who 
achieved  the  independence  of  their  country.  The  day  waa  as  fair  as 
heart  could  desire,  and  the  summit  where  the  first  shovel  full  of  earth 
was  to  be  excavated,  was  three  miles  or  more  westwardly  of  Newark.  The 
underbrush  was  cleared  off  from  an  acre  or  more  in  the  woods,  near  the 
summit,  where,  under  many  wide  spreading  beech  trees,  tables  and  seats 
were  placed  for  the  assemblage  to  dine.  At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning 
of  the  4th,  the  whole  company  moved  from  Newark,  on  to  the  ground 
which  had  been  prepared  for  them.  Governor  Clinton,  Governor  Morrow, 
and  the  state  officers  went  to  the 
eavated  each  a  few  shovelfuUs  of  ea 
formed,  these  officers  retired  to  a  rude  platform,  i 
being  seated,  Thomas  Ewing,  Esq.,  dehvered  £ 
was  replied  to  hj  Governor 
the  loud  huzzas  of  the  thousi 
was  finished,  one  hurst  of  universal  applause  from  all  present,  followed  it. 
One  hundred  guns  told  the  world  that  the  oanal  was  begun.  The  ad- 
dresses having  been  delivered,  the  company  sat  down  to  dine  in  the  shade 
of  wide  spreading  beeches.  The  governors  of  Ohio  and  New  York  oo- 
oupied  the  highest  places  at  the  table,  and  the  state  officers  of  both  states 
sat  nest  to  them.  Toasts  were  drank,  in  honor  of  the  day,  and  of  the 
particular  oocasion.  One  of  these  was  as  follows  :  By  Mr.  M.  Selej  — 
'  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer.  He  this  day  vm^  a  rich  reward  foe 
his  toils  in  the  wilderness  in  1796.' 

"  On  the  5th  of  July,  Governor  Clinton  was  escorted  to  Lancaster  where 
he  tarried  over  night.  On  the  nest  day,  he  and  a  great  concourse  who 
followed  and  accompanied  him,  went  to  Columbus  the  seat  of  the  state 
government.  Here,  on  the  next  day,  in  the  Capitol,  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  state  officers  and  of  a  large  assemblage  of  both  sexes,  Governor  Morrow 
delivered  an  address  to  Governor  Clinton,  which  the  latter  answered  in 
an  appropriate  and  eloquent  manner.  A  public  dinner  ended  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  day.  Escorted  from  Columbus,  to  Springfield,  hy  a  large 
number  of  gentlemen,. either  in  carriages  or  on  horse-back,  Governor 
Clinton  was  received  by  the  people  of  the  town  last  named  as  he  had  been, 
by  those  of  Columbus,  The  governor  of  New  York  was  addressed  by 
Charles  Anthony,  Esquire,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Springfield.  Oq 
the  nest  day,  alter  partaking  of  a  public  dinner,  the  two  governors  and 
their  escort,  moved  forward.  At  Cincinnati  a  dinner  had  been  gotten  up 
for  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky.  This  the  governors  of  Ohio  and 
New  York  attended  as  invited  guests.  At  this  period  there  was  no  canal 
around  the  ialls  of  the  Ohio,  and  there  were  two  chartered  companies, 
one  by  Kentucky  and  the  other  by  Indiana,  each  disputing  about  which 
side  of  the  river  was  best  adapted  to  a  canal.  These  companies  invited 
Governor  Clinton  to  visit  the  falls  and  settle  the  dispute.  The  two 
governors  assented  to  visit  Louisville  and  after  a  patient  and  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  ground  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  Clinton  gave  his  de- 
cided preference  to  the  Louisville  side  of  the  Ohio.  To  this  decision  all 
parties  assented,  and  on  that  side,  since  theD,  a  canal  has  been  made.     At 


•d  by  Google 


Legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings.  421 

Pitfetmrg  a  large  aud  beautiful  steamer  was  lauDched  in  his  preaenoe 
named  De  Witt  Clinton.  He  then  passed  through  Pennsjlvania  and 
New  Jersey  to  New  York  city.  Throughout  the  entire  trip  he  and  hia 
escort  were  guests  of  the  state." 

Dinner  to  Qen.  Van  Rensselaer  at  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Detroit  Herald,  July  19,  1825.  The  arrival  of  General  Solomon  Van 
BeDsselaer  iu  this  city  [Detroit]  was  an  event  whiob  could  not  be  suffered 
to  pass  in  silence  by  its  patriotic  and  enlightened  citizens.  The  tide  of 
time  which  is  rapidly  aweeping  the  buay  actors  in  this  drama  of  life  to 
"that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveller  returns,"  hasleftbut  few  of  the  dis- 
tinguished officers,  who,  under  the  command  of  Gen,  Wayne,  contributed 
to  wrest  this  territory  from  the  British  power.  This  event  was  effected 
by  the  victory  of  Miami  ol'  the  lake,  near  our  own  borders  ;  and  here  was 
the  earliest  theatre  of  Genl.  Van  Rensaelaer'a  military  fame  Ther  are 
among  us,  at  this  day,  many  to  whom  the  chivalrous  d  f  h    y       fj 

officer  of  cavalry,  and  the  desperate  wounds  he  receiv  d  f  1 

charge  upon  the  enemy,  on  the  20th  of  August,  1794,  mb      1 

a  nursery  tale.     This  same  individual,  however,  has  m  tly  b 

presented  to  our  view,  in  the  memorable  and  sanguin    y        t    t     n  th 
■   Heights  of  Queenaton.     We  could  not  fail  to  reoogn       th      d     t  ty    f 
character,  which  has  marked  hia  life,  and  the  same  ohi    1  t  mpt  f 

danger,  the  same  indifference  to  the  reward  which  uau  lly  t  11  w    u 
ful  valor.     Hence  the  oitizena  of  Detroit,  could  not  but  b    d  i    hted  w   h 
the  opportunity  of  expresaing  their  high  regard  for  th      1        t       f 
whose  life,  may  truly  be  aaid  to  have  been  "without  fear  and  without  re- 
proach." 

Tribitte  to  Merit. —  Prooee^Jings  relating  to  a  public  dinner,  given  to 
Gen.  Solomon  Van  Renaaelaer  at  Detroit  on  Tuesday  July  12th. 

Sir.  Monday.  July  11,  1825. 

The  citizens  of  Detroit  desirous  of  offering  a  small  tribute  to  your  patri- 
otism and  gallant  services,  and  as  an  expression  of  the  high  respect  which 
they  entertain  for  your  estimable  oharacter,  solioit  the  favour  of  your  com- 
pany at  a  public  dinner,  at  Woodworth's  Hotel,  tomorrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, with  great  respect;  jour  obd't  Serv't. 
To  Major  Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer.  Jko,  R.  Willxams,  Mayor. 

Sir,  ^^P'y-  Detroit  July  11,  1825. 

I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  polite  invitation  to  a  pub- 
lic dinner,  to  be  given  by  the  Citizens  of  Detroit,  to  mgrrow  at  2  o'clock. 
Under  the  impression  that  I  cannot  better  evince  the  high  sense  which  I 
entertain  of  this  distinguished,  but  most  unexpected  mark  of  respect  than 
by  its  prompt  and  cheerful  acceptance,  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  decline 
it.  Permit  me  to  express,  through  you,  to  the  worthy  citizens  of 
Detroit  the  deep  obligation  under  which  they  have  thus  laid  me,  and  for 
the  very  flattering  expressions  contained  in  your  note,  I  entreat  you  to 
accept  my  most  cordial  thanks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  your  obt.  humble  Servant, 

Sol.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Hon.  John  E.  Williams,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Detroit. 

Col.  John  E.  Wool,  Col.  J.  Snelling,  the  Hon.  A.  Conkling,  and  Capt. 
J.  Sherman  jun.,  were  also  invited  as  guests  to  the  dinner. 
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To  Col.  John  E.  Wool,  Monday  July  11,  1825. 

Sir  —  The  oitiaens  of  Detroit  having  coaoluded  to  give  a  public  diriiior 
to  Maj.  G-ea.  S6I.  Van  Rousselaer,  oa  his  first  visit  to  Detroit,  as  &  mark 
of  the  high  respect  entertaiued  for  his  character,  patriotism  and  public 
services,  considering  Sir,  the  gallant  part  which  yoa  acted  in  conjunction 
with  him,  in  the  affair  of  Queenston  Heights,  odc  of  the  scenes  of  his  military 
career,  the  favor  of  your  company  ia  solicited  at  a  public  dinner,  at  Wood- 
worth's  Hotel  at  2  p.  M.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  Sir, 
jour  obt  Servt,  J.  R.  Williams,  Mayor. 

My  Dear  Sir,  ^P'?"  Detroit,  July  12,  1825. 

Tour  favor  of  yesterday  was  received  last  evening.  Under  any  ciroum- 
Btances  it  would  afford  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  dine  with  the  Citizens  of 
Detroit,  but  on  the  present  occasion,  an  additional  inducement  is  ofl'ered 
to  accept  of  the  proffered  honor ;  in  the  circumstance  that  a  distinguished 
mark  of  respect,  is  intended  for  one,  who  was  once  a  companion  in  arms, 
when  his  civil  and  military  command  was  as  conspicuous  as  his  blood 
flowed  copiously  in  the  cause  of  his  country.  With  the  most  respectful 
consideration  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  obt.  servant 

To  Col.  J.  R.  Williams,  Major.  Johm  E.  Wool. 

Hon.  Alfred  Conkling'a  Reply. 
Sir,  Monday,  July  11,  1825. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  invitation  of  the  citizens 
of  Detroit,  to  a  public  dinner  to  be  given  to-morrow  to  Gen.  S.  Van 
Rensselaer.  As  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York,  I  oannot  but  feel 
flattered  by  this  distinguished  tribute  of  respect,  to  one  of  her  moat  gallant 
and  favorite  sons,  with  great  pleasure  accept  the  invitation.  With  the 
highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  yr.  obt.  humble  servant, 

A.  CONKLING. 

Hon.  John  K.  Williams,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Detroit. 

Tuesday  July  12.  At  two  o'clock,  agreeably  to  arrangements  made  with 
Capt.  Woodworth,  the  worthy  proprietor  of  the  Steam  Boat  Hotel,  a  large 
number  of  the  respectable  citizens  of  Detroit,  after  having  been  introduced 
by  the  mayor  to  General  Van  Rensselaer  and  to  the  Hon.  A.  Conkling, 
sat  down  to  an  elegant  and  plentiful  dinner.  J.  R.  Williams,  mayor  of 
the  city,  presided,  and  the  Hon.  Solomon  Sibley,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  assisted  as  vice  president.  After  the  cloth  had  been  re- 
moved, the  mayor  rose  and  after  soliciting  the  attention  of  the  company, 
delivered  the  following  address:  Major  G-eneral  Solomon  Van  Rensse- 
laer, sir,  connected  as  your  military  career  is  with  the  iatroduetion  of  lib- 
erty to  this  land,  we  hail  your  first  visit  with  sentiments  of  heartfelt 
pleasure.  In  the  darkest  period  of  the  western  settlement  of  the  Union , 
after  the  defeat  of  Harmar  and  St.  Clair  in  their  attempt  to  give  protec- 
tion and  security  to  those  frontiers;  when  the  ruthless  and  merciless  savage 
with  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  reeking  with  the  hlood  of  thousands 
of  defeocelcsB  victims,  then  it  was  that  the  discriminating  judgment  of 
the  illustrious  Washington  selected  the  gallant  General  Wayne  he  m 
panion  of  his  toils  in  the  great  struggle  for  independence,  to  th  mmand 
of  an  army,  destined  in  its  victorious  career  to  achieve  to  th  w 
states  peaoe  and  permanent  security,  and  to  the  brave  and  her  ffi 
and  soldiers  who  composed  it,  unfading  laurels — and  trophie  11 
lasting,  perpetuated  in  the  national  glory  and  gratitude. 
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The  signal  victory  gained  bj  the  AmericaD  arms,  o^er  tlie  combined 
Indian  nations,  and  their  British  Canadian  auxiliaries  on  t):e  20th  August, 
1794,  at  the  Miami  rapids,  opens  to  our  view  one  of  the  scenes  of  jonr 
gallant  deeds.  Impelled  by  the  force  of  that  patriotic  fire  which  you 
justly  inherited  from  your  gallant  and  revoiutionarj  sit  y  u  was  1 1 
before  you  became  a  man.  The  nineteenth  year  of  j  u  1  i  sh  h  t  d 
your  brave  conduct  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  legioD  y  1  y  wh  1 
signalized  itself  by  one  of  the  most  brillmnt  and  eff  tn  1  1  e 
made  against  the  savage  nations  of  this  hemisphere  H  y  a  fi  t 
blood  was  shed  for  your  country,  and  although  your  wound  w  e  b  1  d 
to  be  mortal,  you  tenaciously  refused  to  be  dismounted  from  your  charter, 
grasping  sti  1  tighter  the  steel  that  bad  been  so  gloriously  and  successfully 
wielded  against  the  enemies  of  your  country,  i'vom  the  victorioufl  cam- 
paign we  now  f  How  you  to  the  walks  of  private  life,  everywhere  and 
unit  rmly  meriting  bj  your  virtues,  your  generous  hospitality,  and  your  gen- 
tlemanly and  unassuming  deportment,  the  love  and  admiration  of  all  who 
have  come  within  the  range  of  your  acquaintance.  Yet,  »otwithataoding 
these  amiable  quilities  and  your  just  claims  on  the  afieetions  <^  your 
fellow  citizens  theie  was  a  time  when  the  system  of  p rose eiptio a-,  which 
unhappily  reigned  m  youi  native  state,  marked  you,  among  other  distin- 
guished men  as  one  of  its  victims.  But  the  truly  sovereign  people,  in  the 
majesty  ot  their  might,  have  prostrated  in  the  dust,  and  blotted  out  from 
political  sway,  those  men  and  fciiose  principles, which, while  they  prevailed, 
could  only  be  viewed  as  monunientB  of  discredit  and  disgraee  to  the  first 
state  of  the  Union. 

Ever  ready  at  your  country's  call,  we  see  you  nest  on  the  great  monu- 
mental Niagara.  The  stain  which  our  national  glory  sustained  by  tbo 
disgraceful  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull  and  the  army  under  his  eommaod,  t» 
the  inferior  forces  under  Gen.  Brock,  had  its  effect  upon  the  morad  and 
physical  energies  of  the  nation.  Some  act  of  noble  daring  was  req,uiBit» 
to  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  nation,  and  to  wipe  away  the  foul  blot 
which  had  been  cast  upon  our  land  forces.  The  battle  of  Queenatoa 
Heights  may  be  considered  as  a  lesson  to  an  exulting  foe;  the  daring  of 
the  enterprize  —  the  boldness  in  which  it  was  planned  —  the  undaunted 
gallantry  displayed  in  the  attack,  the  majestic  scenery  which  enveloped 
the  noble  warriors,  when  performing  their  various  parts,  will,  ever- 
remain  as  one  of  the  imperishable  monuments  of  our  national  glory. 
Here  again.  Sir,  we  behold  you,  leading  your  younger  and  less  esperieneed 
companions  in  arms  on  to  glory,  to  death  or  to  victory  —  until  ye»  fall 
covered  with  honorable  wounds.  For  such  services  your  country  owes  to 
you  honor  and  admiration;  and  for  the  blood  which  you  have  thus  gene- 
rously shed,  there  is  due  to  you  the  lasting  gratitude  of  a  nation,  With. 
our  best  wishes  for  the  preservation  of  a  life  rendered  thus  dear  to  your 
Country,  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  evening  of  your  days  be  attended 
with  health  and  happiness."  Then  the  following  sentiment  was  offered  by 
the  president  of  the  table  and  drank  —  "the  brave  and  gallant  officers, 
and  soldiers  of  our  country.  May  the  national  gratitude  towards  them,, 
be  coeval  with  the  glory  and  splendor  of  their  actions." 

6»n.  Van  Sensselaer's  Beply, 

"  Sir  ^  I  should  do  violence  to  my  feelings,  were  I  to  refrain   from' 

giving  utterance  to  the  deep  emotions  of  gratitude  which  it  is  impossible' 

that  I  should  not  most  sensibly  feel  upon  this  occasion.     If  in  an  honest 
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endeavor  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  citizen  to  his  couatry,  it  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  render  some  service  to  the  repubhc,  the  approbation  of 
my  fellow  citizens,  of  which  1  am  this  day  receiving  so  signal  and  ao  flat- 
tering a  proof,  is  an  ample  reward  for  any  sufferings  which  I  may  have 
endured  in  the  service  of  my  country,  lie  assured  that  I  shall  retain,  as 
long  as  I  live,  a  grateful  and  lively  recollection  of  this  distinguished  and 
unexpected  honor,  and  shall  never  cease  to  regard  this,  as  one  of  the 
happiest  and  proudest  days  of  my  Hie." 

Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  then  gave  the  following  highly  compHraentary 
toast :  "  The  City  of  Detroit  —  the  headquarters  of  hospitality  and  patriot- 
ism." By  Judge  Sibley  the  vice  president  at  the  table  —  "The  President 
of  the  United  States."  By  Col.  John  B.  Wool  —  "  The  People  and  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  united  in  the  support  of  principles  which 
saved  America  and  will  save  the  world."  The  following  are  a  few  among 
the  many  toasts: — By  Maj.  D.  Baker,  Gom't  of  the  United  States  forces 
at  Detroit  —  "  The  Heroes  of  '94,  who  first  taught  the  savages  the  immuta- 
bility of  American  valor."  By  Alderman  T.  Rowland  —  "  Gen.  Van  Rens- 
selaer our  esteemed  guest:  On  the  banks  of  the  Miami  and  the  Heights 
of  Queeostou,  his  blood  flowed  with  no  stinted  tide,  may  the  gratitude  of 
his  country  flow  as  fr6e!y."  By  Major  Biddle  —  "  The  13th  Oct.  1812 ;  its 
events  conferred  honor  upon  more  than  one  of  our  guests."  After  Col. 
Wool  had  retired. 

By  Lieut.  J.  W.  Webb  — "Col.  John  E.  Wool,  while  the  events  of 
Queenston  Heights  have  a  place  upon  the  page  of  history  his  gallantry 
will  be  remembered."  By  Judge  Sibley  —  "The  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  the  patriot  and  the  statesman,  may  his  country  duly  appreciate 
his  worth."  After  the  dinner  was  over,  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  Col.  Wool, 
and  the  Hon,  A.  Oonkling  took  an  afiectionate  leave  of  the  company,  who 
accompanied  thera  on  board  the  steam  brig  Superior  with  emotions  which 
may  be  better  conceived  than  expressed. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Erie  Canal  Celebration. 


The  com/pletion  of  the  Erie  canal  and  the  celebration  of  the  joyful 
event  in  New  York  city  wa.^  a  splendid  exhibition  in  honor  of  the  entire- 
ness,  the  perfect  state  of  the  longest  canal  in  the  world.  The  Erie  canal, 
commenced  July  4,  1817,  was  finished  on  October  26, 1825.  It  connects 
the  great  lakes  of  North  America  with  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  passing  through 
the  state  of  New  York,  a  state  which  seventy  years  before  was  a  wilder- 
ness, thinly  peopled  by  a  little  more  than  100,000  souls.  The  work  has 
been  completed  in  the  short  apace  of  eight  years,  by  this  single  state,  and 
now  as  a  sequence  :  The  canal  celbbkation  took  place  on  Friday  No- 
vember 4,  1826.     For  several  days  previous,  strangers  from  every  part  of 
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the  surrounding  country  had  been  crowding  into  the  city  to  witness  the 
intareating  event  and  join  in  the  anticipated  festival. 

On  Wednesday  (October  26),  at  t«n  o'clock,  A.M.,  the  waters  of  Lake 
Erie  were  admitted  at  BuSalo,  and  the  first  boat  (Seneca  Chief)  from  the 
lake  cDmnienced  its  voyage  to  New  York,  an  objectof  very  great  interest. 

This  joyful  event  was  announced  to  the  citizens  of  the  state  by  the 
roar  of  cannon  planted  in  a  continued  line  along  the  banks  of  the  canal 
and  of  the  Hudson,  at  intervals  of  about  eight  miles,  and  extending  from 
Buffalo  to  Sandy  Hook,  a  distance  of  about  544  miles.  The  cannon  were 
fired  in  succession,  commencing  at  Buffalo  at  the  moment  of  the  entrance 
of  the  boat  into  the  canal,  and  the  intelligence  thus  communicated,  reached 
ttis  city  (New  York)  precisely  at  twenty  minutes  past  eleven  o'clock,  at 
which  time  a  national  salute  was  fired  from  the  battery,  and  this  acknow- 
ledgment that  we  bad  received  the  intelligence  was  then  immediately  re- 
turned by  the  same  line  of  cannon  to  Buffalo  as  telegraphic  movements. 
A  Bub-committee  had  been  appointed,  who  had  proceeded  to  Buffalo  for 
the  purpose  of  tendering  and  receiving  congratulations  in  behalf  of  the 
common  council  of  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  completion  of  the  grand 
Erie  canal ;  and  to  invite  a  committee  from  each  of  the  towns  and  villages 
on  the  route  to  unite  with  the  citizens  of  New  York  in  celebrating  that 
happy  event. 

On  Thursday,  November  3d,  at  Albany,  sis  steamboats  dressed  with 
the  flags  of  different  nations  were  put  under  the  direction  of  a  committee, 
at  whose  invitation  the  numerous  guests  of  the  corporation  repaired  on 
board,  at  about  ten  o'clock  ;  among  whom  were,  besides  the  committee  of 
the  west ;  the  governor  [De  Witt  Clinton]  and  lieutenant  governor  [James 
Tallmadge]  of  the  state. 

Generals  Stephen,  Solomon,  and  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer — Simeon 
De  Witt,  surveyor  general ;  Colonel  Schuyler ;  Judge  Spencer,  Judges 
Geddes  and  Conklin,  together  with  a  most  respectable  delegation  from 
Albany,  were  among  the  invited  guests.  When  the  guests  reached  a 
point  between  Weehawken  and  state  prison,  the  committee  from  New 
York  met  —  hailed  the  leading  boat  of  the  flotilla,  and  inquired  the  place 
from  where  she  was  and  her  destination,  to  which  the  cheering  an- 
swer was  returned  by  the  acting  admiral  she  was  "  from  Lake  Erie  and 
bound  for  Sandy  Hook."  The  newly  arrived  friends  were  greeted  at  New 
York  with  the  peal  of  hells,  martial  music  and  the  roar  of  cannon.  At  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.,  Friday,  November  4,  1825,  all  arrangements  being  com- 
pleted, the  grand  aquatic  proeession  commenced  and  proceeded  down  the 
bay.  The  fleet  consisted  of  thirty-seven  boats.  The  safety  barges,  Lady 
Clinton  and  Lady  Van  Rensselaer,  attached  to  the  steamboat  Commerce,  were 
superbly  decorated  and  most  tastefully  festooned  with  evergreens  and 
flowers,  and  were  exclusively  appropriated  to  and  crowded  with  ladies 
elegantly  attired,  presented  a  most  beautiful  spectacle. 

The  barge  with  the  ladies,  among  whom  was  Mrs.  De  Witt  Clinton, 
proceeded  to  the  ocean  in  the  line  of  the  fleet  and  returned  in  its  order. 
The  aquatic  display  transcended  al!  anticipations,  such  a  sight  was  never 
before  beheld. 

Twenty-nine  steamboats  so  gorgeously  dressed,  with  barges,  ships,  pilot 
boats,  canal  boats,  conveying  thousands  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  presented  a 
scene  which  cannot  be  described,  the  movement  of  the  whole  flotilla  ap- 
peared to  move  as  by  magic. 
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The  steamboat  WashiDfcton  took  the  lead,  on  board  of  whiefe  the 
honorable  the  corporation,  with  the  society  of  Cincinnati,  the  reverend  clergy, 
of  all  denominations,  the  army  and  naval  officers,  all  the  consuls  of  foreign 
nations,  the  judges  of  all  our  courts,  and  very  many  other  citizeDS  and 
strangers  were  guests. 

Aa  the  fleet  passed  the  battery  they  were  saluted  by  the  military,  the 
revenue  cutter,  and  the  castle  on  G-overnor's  island. 

Ab  they  proceeded,  they  were  joined  by  the'  ship  Hamlet  which 
had  previously  been  dressed  for  the  occasion  with  the  flags  of  all  nations, 
and  on  board  of  which  were  the  marine  and  nautical  societies.  As  the 
fleet  passed  the  narrows,  they  were  saluted  by  Forts  Lafayette  and  Tomp- 
kins. They  then  proceeded  to  the  United  States  schooner  Dolphin, 
moored  within  Sandy  Hook  at  a  point  in  the  Atlantic  south  of  Long  Is- 
land. Governor  Clinton  now  went  through  the  interesting  ceremony  of 
uniting  the  waters,  by  pouring  that  of  Lake  Erie  into  the  Atlantic.  Two 
barrels  of  Lake  Erie  water  bad  been  brought  from  Buffalo  on  the  canal- 
boat  Seneca  Chief,  which  was  towed  down  with  the  fleet.  Dr.  Mitchill 
also  performed  some  ceremonies  and  delivered  an  address.  After  which, 
the  bugle  then  announced  to  the  ladi^  that  dinner  was  ready,  and  they 
found  a  sumptuous  repast  was  prepared. 

Two  British  packets,  at  anchor  in  port,  saluted  and  cheered  the  line  of 
steamboats  as  they  passed  for  which  our  band  in  return  played  "God  save 
the  King." 

The  procession  on  land  was  formed  of  all  the  different  societies,  fire  de- 
partments, book  and  ladder  companies,  bands  of  musicians  in  dresses  of 
scarlet  and  gold ;  the  elegant  engine  of  the  eagle  flre  company,  was  mount- 
ed on  a.  oar  carpeted  and  beautifully  decorated  with  festoons,  and  drawn 
by  four  horses  led  by  four  colored  grooms,  dressed  in  Turkish  costume ;  on 
the  top  of  the  engine  was  the  American  flag  upon  the  engine-pipe  as  a  flag 
staff.  Standing  upon  the  car  was  a  fireman  flanked  on  either  side  by  a 
link  boy.  This  was  only  one  of  an  innumerable  specimen  of  ears  all  hand- 
somely decorated.  There  were  also  a  great  number  of  military  officers, 
soldiers  and  Free  Masons. 

The  festivities  of  the  great  day  of  consummation,  of  the  connecting  link 
between  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Lake  Erie,  were  very  appropriately  closed 
by  a  roost  brilliant  pyrotechnic  display  exhibited  upon  the  roof  of  the 
City  Hall,  which  building  was  illuminated  with  wax  candles  and  lamps 
total  2,  306. 

On  Monday,  November  seventh,  the  festivities  of  New  York  were  appro- 
priately concluded  by  a  Canal  Celebration  Ball,  which  was  a  very  splendid 
affair,  it  was  given  in  the  Lafayette  amphitheatre  by  the  militia  officers 
and  citizens  of  New  York. 

Medals  of  very  beautiful  design  and  workmanship  were  given  to  all  the 
invited  guests  of  the  corporation,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  On  one 
side  is  Pan  and  Neptune  in  loving  embrace  with  the  cornucopia,  showing 
fruits  of  the  laud,  the  sea,  and  shore  with  light-house,  etc.,  and  the  inscrip- 
tion "Union  of  Erie  with  the  Atlantic." 

The  reverse  showed  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  state,  with  a  section  of  the 
canal,  with  its  locks  and  tunnel,  the  bay  of  New  York,  ship  in  full  sail, 
and  the  city,  with  an  inscription,  "Erie  canal  commenced 4th  July,  1817. 
Completed  26th  October,  1825.  Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York." 
There  were  fifty-one  gold  medals  struck  and  sent  to  the  different  crowned 
heads  of  the  world  and  eminent  men ;  one  was  sent  to  Gen.  LaFayette. 
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There  were  also  several  Luiidreda  of  silver,  but  tlie  largest  number  were 
of  block  tin  or  white  metal.  The  boxes  coataiiiiug  the  silver  medals  were 
made  from  logs  of  cedar  brought  from  an  island  of  Lake  Erie,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Buffalo.  The  gold  medals  were  inclosed  in  elegant  square  red  mo- 
rocco cases.  The  citizens  from  Buffalo  were  furnished  with  a  keg  of  water 
taken  from  the  "briny  deep"  for  the  purpose  of  being  mingled  with  the 
waters  of  Lake  Erie,  The  keg  was  handsomely  ornamented  with  the  arms 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  over  which  were  the  words  in  letters  of  gold 
"  Neplune's  rulwrn  to  Pan"  and  under  the  same,  the  words  "  JVew  York 
4th  Nov.,  1825."  Upon  the  other  side  of  the  be^  were  the  words  "  Water 
of  Ihe  Atlantic."  The  manner  in  whicii  the  Sentoa  Chief  was  fitted 
up  by  the  committee  does  them  great  credit;  nor,  can  we  omit  a  more  par- 
ticular mention  of  two  paintings  which  were  executed  in  Buffalo  and  sent 
down  on  board.  One  was  a  view  of  Buffalo  harbor,  a  section  of  Lake  Erie, 
Buffalo  creek  and  its  junction  with  the  oanal,  &c,,  the  whole  representing 
the  scene  exhibited  at  the  moment  of  starting  the  Seneca  Chief,  The 
other  is  purely  a  classic  emblematical  production  of  the  pencil  and  is  an 
excellent  design  for  such  an  occasion.  The  piece  on  the  extreme  left  ex- 
hibit a  frame  of  Hercules  in  a  sitting  posture  leaning  upon  his  favorite 
club,  and  resting  from  the  severe  labor  just  completed.  The  centre  shows 
a  section  of  the  canal,  with  a  look,  and  in  the  foreground  is  a  full  length 
figure  of  Gov,  DeWitt  Clinton  clad,  like  a  Iloman,  in  the  toga  and  san- 
dals, with  head  uncovered  and  hair  out  short.  He  is  supposed  to  have 
just  flung  open  the  lock-gate,  and  with  the  right  hand  extended  (the  arm 
being  bare)  seems  in  the  act  of  inviting  Neptune,  who  appears  upon  the 
water,  to  pass  through  the  look  and  take  possession  of  the  watery  regions 
which  the  oanal  has  attached  to  his  dominions.  The  God  of  the  sea  is 
upon  the  right  of  the  piece,  and  stanifc  erect  in  his  chariot  of  shell,  which 
IB  drawn  by  sea-horses,  holding  his  trident,  and  is  in  the  act  of  recoiling 
with  his  body  as  if  confounded  by  the  fact  disclosed  at  the  opening  of  the 
lock.  Naiades  are  sporting  around  the  sea  horses,  in  the  water,  who,  Ss 
well  as  the  horses  themselves,  seem  hesitating  as  if  half  afraid  they  wore 
about  to  invade  forbidden  regions  not  their  own. 

Besides  the  paintings,  the  boat  carried  two  elegant  kegs,  each  with  an 
eagle  upon  it;  above  and  below  which,  were  the  words,  '  Water  of  Lake 
Erie.'  These  were  filled  from  the  lake  and  on  the  arrival  at  Sandy  Hook 
were  emptied  into  the  ocean.  The  cedar  logs  used  for  the  medal  boses 
were  brought  on  this  boat.  But  there  was  another  and  perhaps  the  most 
novel  of  all  the  boats,  which  started  about  two  hours  later,  and  overtook 
the  party  at  Lockport.  This  was  "  Noah's  ark"  literally  stored  with  creep- 
ing things ;  she  had  on  board  a  bear,  two  eagles,  two  fawns  with  a  great 
variety  of  other  animals  and  birds,  together  with  several  fish,  not  forgetting 
two  Indian  boys,  in  the  dress  of  their  nation,  all  being  products  of  the  great 
WeU. 

Mrs.  Sol.  Tin  BeMsekier  to  her  Daughters. 
My  Dear  Girls,  New  York  Monday  Eve,  Nov.  7, 1825. 

Your  dear  Father  and  Sisters  with  the  Doctor  and  his  Wife  [Dr.  Jere- 
miah V.  K.]  together  with  Case  [Oornelieus  G.  V,  R,]  have  gone  to  the 
Canal  Celebration  Bail,  given  by  the  Officers  and  Citizens.  Mary  Bay, 
too  was  one  of  the  party.  I  was  proof  against  all  persuasion  or  would 
not  be  80  well  employed  as  I  am  now,  and  surely  not  less  gratified.  If 
descriptive  powers  were  mine,  I  should  soon  fill  my  paper  with  incidents 
of  the  Grand  Canal  Celebratien;  but  it  would  be  a  hopeless  task,  so  I  refer 
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youto  thenewa-pspera — willonljaay,  I  think  it  almost  impossible  to  convey 
an  idea  of  such  au  impressive  splendid  scene.  The  representations  are  all 
■very  tame  when  recalling  the  actual  existence  of  the  complete  view.  I 
was  present  at  the  impressive  ceremony  of  uniting  the  fresh  water  of  Lake 
Erie  with  the  hriay,  blue  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  it  was  effected  by  the  Governor 
who  made  a  short  address.  Dr.  Mitchill  emptied  small  bottles  filled  with 
water  from  some  rivers  in  Europe.  Mr,  Colden  too,  gave  to  the  Mayor  a 
written  document,  the  history  of  the  canal  from  its  commencement.  But 
like  the  Cat  that  went  to  Holland,  I  saw  so  much,  can  say  no  more.  We 
dined  on  board  —  it  was  a  sumptuous  entertainment,  here  we  were  met  and 
welcomed  by  Dr.  Jeremiah  V.  R.  and  on  our  return  to  the  city  accompanied 
him  to  bis  house,  receiving  a  very  kind  reception  from  Charlotte.  The 
brilliant  fireworks  in  the  evening  at  Vaushall  Garden  and  City  Hall  were 
greatly  enjoyed.  Last  Saturday  morning,  your  Papa,  Elizabeth  and  Mar- 
garetta  called  at  Mr.  Jerard  Beekmans  and  promised  to  make  their  house 
our  temporary  borne  after  the  return  from  BelvilJe.  At  3  oolook  the  same 
day  we  started  from  the  Dr's,  arriving  at  Belville  just  at  candle-light  and 
were  most  cordially  received  by  every  inmate  of  the  family.  Mr.  John 
Van  Rensselaer  Tiad  been  on  the  lookout  for  us  the  day  before  in  New 
York,  but  in  that  multitudinous  sea,  it  was  a  vain  search.  Angelica, 
Henrietta  and  our  girls  were  in  high  glee,  and  General  Van  Cortland  (Ae 
Beau  among  all  others.     Sunday  our  party  attended  church. 

The  neighbors  joined  our  friends  and  kindly  urged  us  to  prolong  our 
stay,  which  we  would  gladly  have  done,  to  enjoy  the  amenities  of  their 
cheerful  home,  but  for  the  attractions  of  the  Canal  Ball.  Tomorrow  we 
spend  here  at  Dr.  V.  lis ;  the  day  after  are  engaged  at  Cousin  Caty  Beek- 
mans, and  bow  long,  or  shortly,  you  may  espcct  our  return,  the  one  who 
writes  next  will  tell.  Your  Aunt  Maria  promised  if  my  dear  old  mother 
continued  well  to  spend  much  of  her  time  with  you ;  it  is  a  great  comfort 
to  know  it  can  be  so.  Tell  your  Grandmama  that  the  thirty-one  years, 
since  I  was  here,  has  made  great  and  sad  havoc  among  my  acquaintances, 
and  as  her  old  friends  are  mine,  I  am  anxious  she  should  particularize, 
that  I  do  not  neglect  them  — ascertain  their  names.  Take  good  care  of  my 
little  ones,  be  particularly  careful  of  them,  and  of  every  thing  in  case  of 
another  illumination.  I  will  leave  this  open  for  them  to  add  a  line  on 
their  return.  May  God  bless  and  preserve  you  all  my  dear  ohildren  is 
the  fervent  prayer  of  your  affectionate  Mother,    A.  Van  Eenssblaer. 

After  ]ilidnig}it.  We  are  all  home  from  the  Ball  except  Oornclieus, 
and  no  accident  of  consequence,  though  Charlotte  says  she  has  some  ribs 
cracked  in  the  press.  We  met  the  world  and  his  wife  :  military  heroes, 
noble  statesmen,  artificial  and  natural  characters,  the  audacious,  the  clown- 
ish or  vulgarized,  the  polished  and  refined,  Mantua- makers.  Milliners, 
Tailors  and  Tailoress's,  stylish  ladies  and  courtly  gentlemen  and  a  few 
seemed  my  ideal  of  perfection.  But  we  were  squeezed  to  death,  are  sleepy 
and  heartily  tired.  The  Dr.  says  "  Utrele  Solomon  has  bad  a  good  Supper 
and  I  have  had  none."  We  enjoy  ourselves  much  in  this  great  and  splen- 
did City.  Good  Night,  Elizabeth  V,  R. 

Miss  Adeline  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Grand  Oanal  Bali. 

"  The  oelebration  of  the  completion  of  the  great  western  canal  was 

closed  on   Monday  evening,  November  7th  —  by  a  fBte,  equalled  only  in 

magnificence  by  that  given  in  honor  of  La  Fayette,     The  ceiling  of  the 
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spacious  amphitheatre  was  elegantly  decorated  with  festoons  of  evergreens, 
flags  and  buntings,  while  the  sides  were  hung  with  the  silk  banners  and 
emblematical  paintings  exhibited  in  the  proeession  on  Friday  last.  An 
immense  mirror,  consiflticg  of  thirty  pier  glasses  without  frames  and 
accurately  fitted  together,  was  elevated  on  the  wall  at  the  west  end,  while 
the  farther  end  was  occupied  by  boxes  filled  with  ladies.  Notwithstand- 
iDg  the  immense  size  of  the  room,  the  largest  in  the  United  States,  it  was 
filled  to  excess,  there  being,  as  is  supposed  not  less  than  three  thousand 
persona  present,  iacluiiing  one  hundred  and  fifty  guests,  among  whom 
were  Governor  Clinton  and  lady.  At  twelve  o'clock,  a  large  curtain 
which  was  suspended  between  the  rooms  was  withdrawn  and  disclosed 
an  elegantly  decorated  supper  table,  fully  covered  with  the  greatest  variety 
of  delicacies,  as  well  as  more  substantial  fare.  In  the  middle  of  the  table 
fancifully  floated  in  a  targe  vase,  acanalboat  most  beautifully  ornamented. 
In  one  of  the  rooms  aeollation  was  spread  for  the  invited  guesfs.  Every- 
thing was  conducted  with  the  greatest  regularity  and  attention  ;  the 
ladies  were  dressed  with  great  splendor ;  the  music  was  eseellent  and 
plenty  of  it;  and  every  one  seemed  to  participate  in  the  joy  of  the  occa- 
sion, where  beauty  vieing  conspicuously  with  elegance  and  wit,  contributed 
to  the  enlivening  and  genial  enjoyment  of  the  scene.  As  a  gratified 
participator  in  this  festal  scene  was  DeWitt  Clinton,  the  principal  sup- 
porter of  internal  improvements.  He,  the  earliest  advocate,  whose  suc- 
cessful career  drew  all  eyes  towards  him,  was  spared  to  see  the  completion 
of  his  cherished  scheme." 

Mr».  Yan  Setisselaer  to  her  C/dM/ren. 
My  dear  Children,  Bufi'alo,  June  26,  1826. 

*  *  *  We  spent  a  pleasant  day  at  General  Wadsworth's  charming  home 
in  Geneso,  our  reception  was  tculj  cordial  and  the  two  old  heroes  lived 
over  by  gone  days.  My  whole  trip  so  full  of  incidents  has  kept  me  in  a 
whirl  of  tumult.  I  have  gone  over  many  noted  places,  and  seen  many 
persons  both  at,  and  since  leaving  the  Falls,  adapted  to  excite  tbrilling 
emotion  in  my  heart. 

I  was  in  the  bouse  of  one  of  the  boatmen  who  rowed  your  Father  across 
the  Niagara,  the  morning  of  the  notable  battle ;  it  was  an  interesting 
meeting  for  both  parties.  We  rode  over  the  ground  where  he  was  en- 
oampt  ia  1812  and  halted  at  the  very  spot,  on  the  ridge  road,  to  which  he 
was  taken  after  be  was  wounded.  1  was  much  agitated  but  he  was  per- 
fectly calm  then  ;  but  once  as  we  lingered  on  the  battle  ground,  the  sudden 
outbreak  of,  "  Oh  if  I  only  had  not  been  wounded,  the  victory  gained 
would  have  been  triumphant"  —  showed  the  deep  workings  of  the  soldier's 
heart,  as  he  turned  away  with  agroan  and  his  hand  pressed  on  his  forehead. 
We  remained  all  night  at  Lewiston,  visited  the  old  Fort  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  ;  then  crossed  the  Niagara  and  went  to  the  British  Fort  George. 
I  could  almost  sec  that  body  of  Indians  sally  forth  to  join  in  the  battle. 
After  dining  at  Queenstown,  we  went  to  the  memorable  "  landing  place," 
and  stood  in  deep  thought  on  the  very  atone,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  on 
which  he  jumped  from  the  boat  to  ascend  those  almost  perpendicalar 
rooks  to  the  Heights.  The  evening  before,  I  had  walked  in  company  with 
your  Father  to  the  spot  where  he  embarked  from  the  American  side.  We 
strolled  along  leisurely  and  your  Father  staid  sufficiently  long  at  all  these 
celebrated  places  to  refresh  his  memory  with  every  circumstance  that  had 
occurred  on  that  memorable  day  \  and  as  we  retraced  our  steps,  you  oaa 
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iiuagine  how  mj  feelings  were  movQd  with  pleasurable  excitement,  and 
how  well  satisfied  I  was  with  the  hours  spent  at  these  wonderful  sites. 
We  made  a  solemn  halt  for  BOmetitne  at  Brock's  Monument  which  is  still 
unfinished  ;  every  thiug  was  so  foroiyy  snggestive  of  past  stirring  scenes, 
and  I  could  not  help  seeing  tow  vividly  all  seemed  to  oome  across  the 
noble  man's  remembrance.  The  extensive  view  from  this  summit  is  very 
grand,  having  a  sight  of  country  for  at  least  fifty  miles.  Our  nest  turn 
was  about  half  a  mile  west  to  the  battle  ground  at  Lundy's  Lane,  which 
left  us  just  time  enough  to  go  below  the  Falls  on,  the  Canada  side.  We 
had  a  good  view  of  the  Horse-shoe  Fall  with  its  mass  of  deep  emerald 
water,  it  was  indeed  magniScent ;  hut  the  spray  was  not  so  pleasant  to  us 
or  good  for  our  clothes.  The  following  morning  we  left  to  visit  the  Burn- 
ing Spring;  stopped  to  see  the  battle  ground  at  Chippewa  about  two  miles 
frojn  the  falls.  We  crossed  the  Niagara  river  in  the  same  ferry  boat,  to 
Black  Rook,  with  General  Peter  B.  Porter,  who  was  particularly  civil. 
I  was  very  happy  to  witness  such  a  cordial  meeting  between  the  two 
Generals ;  old  grievances  were  laid  aside,  and  seemed  entirely  forgotten 
by  both;  it  was  the  rare  triumph  of  magnanimous  minds,  which  gave  me 
pleasure.  In  a  day  or  two  we  leave  this  for  Ohio,  I  feel  well  repaid  for 
all  the  fatigue  of  our  journey;  and  we  felt  very  glad  to  meet  and  receive 
much  kindness  from  another  old  friend,  Dr.  Cyrenius  Chapin,  of  this 
pleasant  place.  *  *  *  Good  Night,  Your  afi^ectionate  Mother. 
Miss  Adeline  Van  Kensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y.    ^-  ^^'^  Rensselaer. 

Post  MagteF  General  to  &en.  Van  Benaselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  July  13,  1826. 

la  your  late  tour  you  have  probably  had  a  good  opportunity  to  learn 
eoraothing  of  the  public  seutimenta  on  various  interesting  topics.  Will 
not  Mr,  Clinton  be  elected  without  much  opposition  ?  If  the  State  should 
refuse  to  do  this,  its  loss  of  character  would  be  greater  than  his.  I  am 
sure  that  the  Bucktails  are  not  hostile  to  him,  at  least  they  like  him  much 
better  than  some  of  the  members  of  the  family  at  Washington.  The  Clay 
bubble  in  New  York,  in  making  a  government  is  not  to  be  feared.  The 
pow&r  only  ie  wantimj.  How  does  the  administration  stand  in  New  York  '{ 
Would  Mr,  Adams  take  the  vote  of  the  State  if  the  election  were  at  hand  ? 
What  ia  his  prospect  of  taking  it  when  the  proper  time  shall  arrive? 
Will  the  mode  of  your  election  be  changed  to  a  genera!  ticket  ?  If  no 
change  should  be  made,  will  not  the  vote  be  divided  1"  Who  stands  in 
the  way  of  Mr.  Adams  ?  What  is  the  standing  and  prospects  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  New  York  [John  Van  Ness  Yates  Secretary  of 
State].  Has  Mr.  Calhoun  suffered,  much  from  the  events  of  the  last  ses- 
sion r  Your  friend, 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany,  N.  Y,       '^'^^'^  McLean. 

"  Our  principles  are  those  of  Republican  Americans,  we  love  our 
country,  we  venerate  its  institutions,  and  our  whole  hope  and  wish  arid 
thought  of  glory,  is  centered  in  their  success.  In  our  dreams  have  we 
seen  our  National  Standabd,  '  flag  of  the  free-hearfs  only  home,'  wav- 
ing aloft  in  the  aaure  sky,  flaunting  its  stripes  and  its  stars  above  the 
wreathed  clouds  and  floating  proudly  o'er  their  silvery  folds,  the  beacoQ 
light  to  guide  the  world  to  liberty  and  ii  ' 
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Post  Master  Gene^<d  to  Gen.  Van  BenimlaeT. 
Dear  Sir.  .  Washington,  Sept.  14,  1826. 

Tu  your  privat*  note  I  should  be  at  a  loss  to  reply,  had  not  a  gentle- 
man told  me  the  other  day,  that  this  same  Cakh  Attoater,  who  is  the  most 
profligate  creature  in  regard  to  (ruth,  within  mj  knowledge,  was  giving 
currency  to  a  report,  which  he  originated,  that  I  was  eserting  myself  in 
behalf  of  Gen.  Jackson  and  was  circulating  the  Telegraph  paper,  to  aid 
his  election,  throughout  the  State  of  Ohio  I  A  more  infamous  falsehood 
was  never  uttered.  To  Atwater  I  have  never  written  one  word  on  this 
subject,  or  to  any  one  else  in  Ohio,  or  out  of  it,  which  I  would  not  be 
willing  to  have  published  to  the  world,  I  have  sent  the  Telegraph 
aionally  to  my  two  brothers  in  Ohio,  one  of  whom  was  on  Adams'  elei 
ticket,  and  the  other  voted  for  him  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
have  sent  this  paper  to  no  other  persons.  No  man  in  Ohio  has  heard  me 
express  a  wish  on  the  presidential  election,  in  favor  of  any  one  caatlidate. 
In  fact,  I  have  been  specially  guarded  on  this  subject,  knowing  that  Mr. 
Clay  and  some  of  his  friends  are  very  hostile  to  me,  and  would  willingly 
assail  me  with  effect;  they  denounce  all,  who  do  not  support  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  [Henry  Clay]  for  President  next  term. 

Long  before  the  late  election,  I  broke  off  all  correspondence  with  At- 
water, except  once  or  twice  to  make  a  general  reply  to  several  long  letters 
he  wrote  me.  He  is  a  man,  who  pays  not  the  slightest  regard  to  truth. 
Tou  may  recollect,  that  a  few  days  before  the  late  election,  he  had  hand 
bills  printed  and  circulated  through  many  parts  of  Ohio,  charging  Mr. 
Adams  with  being  a  gambler,  and  that  he  played  cards  constantly  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  was  addicted  to  many  of  the  most  abominable  vices.  1  think 
his  name  was  signed  to  the  hand  bill.  Where  he  is  known,  nobody 
believes  him.  He  has  no  influence,  and  so  far  as  his  conduct  may  have 
.an  effect  on  the  nest  election,  it  must  be  unfavorable  to  the  candidate 
whose  election  he  espouses.  I  have  said  more  about  this  foolish  report 
than  I  intended.  Perhaps,  I  may  be  mistaken,  and  he  has  assailed  me 
as  prostituting  m  j  office  to  advance  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams.  Here  he 
would  be  equally  at  fault.  I  have  a  higher  object,  than  to  become  the 
tool  of  any  man,  a  sense  of  duty,  I  trust,  will  ever  influence  me. 
Your  friend, 

John  McLean. 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Eaqr.,  Albany,  New  York, 

P.  Master  GeneraX  to  Gen.  Tan  Sensselaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Washington,  28  November,  1826. 

I  find  a  letter  writer  in  New  York,  agrees  with  you,  that  Mr.  Adams 
will  take  the  Vote  of  your  State  —  the  letter  is  published  in  the  enclosed 
paper.  Your  friend. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Albany,  N.  Y.         John  McLean. 

Hon.  Caleb  Atwater  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  Ohio.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  on  schools  and  school  lands. 
In  May,  1822,  he  was  appointed  by  Alden  Trimble,  Esquire,  the  then 
governor  of  Ohio,  one  of  seven  commissioners  in  regard  to  schools,  he 
was  appointed  for  congress  lands.  The  seven  commissioners  accepted  and 
five  of  them  entered  on  their  duties,  and  assembled  at  Columbus,  the  seat 
of  government,  in  June,  1822.  They  organized  their  board,  with  Oaleb 
Atwater  aa  their  chairman.     The  board  proceeded  in  their  labors,  day 
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after  day;  their  room  became  the  ceotre  of  attraction  for  all  the  lovers 
of  learning,  who  visited  the  seat  of  government,  during  that  session  of  the 
state  legislature,  and  a,  system  of  education  foV  common  schools  was  es- 
tablished for  the  new  state  of  Ohio. 

MorribU:  AsaasHnation. 

"  One  of  the  most  horrible  instances  of  deliberate  asaassiaation  that  wa 
have  ever  been  called  upon  to  record  was  committed  in  this  vicinity  on 
Monday  eveniug  May  7th,  1827.  The  particulars  of  this  transaction  are 
as  follows.  Mr.  John  Whipple,  of  this  city,  whilst  writing  at  a  table, 
about  nine  feet  from  the  window,  in  a  back  room  in  the  second  story  of 
the  dwelling  house  on  Cherry  Hill,  a  mile  below  the  city,  between  nine  and 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  was  £red  at  through  the  sash  with  a  pistol.  The  ball 
passed. through  and  shattered  a  pane  of  glass,  entered  the  body  of  Mr. 
Whipple  through  the  blade  hone  of  his  left  shoulder,  cut  one  of  the 
principal  arteries  of  the  heart,  and  lodged  in  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs  ; 
he  barely  exclaimed,  "  My  God  !"  rose  and  walked  a  few  steps  to  the  head 
of  the  stairs,  and  there  fell  and  immediately  expired.  The  murderer  ap- 
proached his  victim  by  clambering  on  the  roof  of  a  back  stoop,  and  firing 
from  it  diagonally  at  the  short  distance.  A  young  gentlemen  —  Mr. 
Abraham  L.  Van  Rensselaer  —  was  sitting  in  the  room  with  the  deceased; 
but  in  the  confusion  of  the  moment  no  pursuit  could  be  made,  nor  were 
any  measures  taken  until  information  was  conveyed  to  the  poHoe  of  the 
city.  The  steps  of  the  villain  are  plainly  visible  on  the  roof  of  the  porch, 
as  is  also  the  flash  of  the  powder  on  the  frame  of  the  sash. 

Mr.  Whipple  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  industrious,  enterprising,  and 
fair  in  all  his  transactions.  He  was  respected  as  a  valuable  and  intelligent 
citizen.  Ho  has  been  out  off  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  leaving  a 
bereaved  widow  and  an  interesting  young  son  to  lament  his  untimely  fate. 

Mr.  Whipple  returned  from  New  York  on  Sunday  night,  where  he 
had  completed  an  advantageoiis  contract,  connected  with  the  Hudson  and 
Delaware  canal,  in  the  construction  of  which  ho  had  participated  largely  ; 
and  was  at  the  moment  of  his  death  arranging  his  papers  for  a  departure 
from  the  city  yesterday  morning  (Tuesday").  He  was  often  from  home 
for  weeks  engaged  in  his  business  transactions.  As  it  may  well  be  con- 
ceived an  affair  so  atrocious  and  so  unusual  amongst  us,  has  excited  great 
feeiing  and  indignation. 

A  person  by  the  assumed  name  of  Joseph  Orton,  arrested  on  suspicion 
of  being  the  murderer  of  Mr.  Whipple,  was  fully  committed  for  trial.  The 
trial  commenced  on  the  26th  of  July  and  concluded  on  the  2Tth,  when 
the  jury  rendered  a  verdict  of  guilty.  On  the  4th  of  August  he  was 
brought  in  and  sentenced  to  be  bung  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month  be- 
tween the  hours  of  twelve  M.  and  three  P,  M.  Joseph  Orton  confessed  his 
real  name  of  Strang  to  John  V.  N.  Yates  whom  be  desired  for  his  counsel. 
Mr.  Yates,  however,  declined.  He  then  employed  Mr.  Calvin  Pepper, 
an  eminent  and  able  lawyer,  to  whom  he  made  a  confession,  whom  he  re- 
quested to  go  and  remove  the  rifle,  lest  it  should  be  found.  He  confessed 
to  the  jailer,  Mr.  Becker,  that  he  had  committed  the  murder  and  that 
Mrs.  Whipple  was  the  whole  caitse  and  projector  of  it. 

Jesse  Strang,  the  son  of  a  respectable  farmer  of  Westchester  county,  N. 
Y.,  deserted  his  wife  and  two  children  the  latter  end  of  June,  1826,  and 
arrived  at  Albany  under  the  assumed  name  of  Joseph  Orton.  In  the 
latter  part  of  August  he  hired  himself  to  Mr.  Philip  P.  Van  Rensselaer  — 
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of  their  new  Constitution  many  ineongruitiea  and  inconveniences  were  man- 
ifested. The  dif&eulttea  and  expeasos  of  traveling  through  such  a  very 
mountainous  country,  for  the  high  court  resident  at  the  capital,  it  appeared 
BO  formidable  to  applicants  for  claims  or  for  justice,  as  to  be  deemed  equi- 
valent to  a  denial.  A  spirit  of  disoontent  was  thus  early  engendered  in 
several  portions  of  the  republic,  and  the  host  of  military  officers  (who 
for  near  a  dozen  years  had  enjoyed  the  fascinating  pomp  and  circumstance 
of  war,  either  cloyed  with  the  monotonous  duties  of  the  peace  establish- 
ment, or  piqued  at  the  fancied  slights  evinced  towards  themselves  in  the 
distribution  of  the  lucrative  offices),  did  al!  in  their  power  to  enoourage 
it,  in  order,  as  they  hoped,  to  promote  their  own  ambitious  views.  Conse- 
quently, instead  of  being  at  leisure  to  remedy  their  defects,  the  govern- 
ment were  harassed  by  a  succession  of  conspiracies,  for  the  suppression  of 
which  nearly  all  their  time  and  resources  were  requisite.  In  the  intervals, 
however,  conventions,  for  the  purpose  of  compromising  the  causes  of  colli- 
sion between  the  different  states,  or  between  state  and  government,  were 
called.  Owing,  however,  to  the  extreme  diversity  of  sectional  interests, 
and  to  invincible  jealousy,  it  was  apparent  that  nothing  effectvio  could 
be  done  and  that  the  integrity  of  the  confederacy  could  not  last.  Vene- 
Kueltt  first  seceded  and  formed  a  government  by  itself.  The  south  western 
states  of  New  Grenada  next  promulgated  their  act  of  separation,  and 
designated  as  the  "government  of  the  Ecuader,"  under  their  President 
General  Flores,  are  now  waging  a  ruinous  war  against  Colombia. 

B&niMlaer  Van  Benaaelaer  to  7dg  Father. 

Carthageaa  8.  A.  December  28,  1828. 
jhore  by  the  pilot,  left  our  staunch  little 
brig  scudding  away  finely  past  Sandy  Hook  at  the  rate  of  9  knots  per 
hour.  We  lost  sight  of  the  noted  Highlands  of  Navesink  at  twilight;  the 
wind  continuing  fair  we  reached  the  Galf  Stream  on  the  8th  and  9th. 
There  we  had  a  touch  of  what  the  sailors  call  "dirty  weather,"  and  were  tost 
about  handsomely ;  the  few  sails  we  had  set,  gave  a  rapid  headway.  The 
pitching  and  rolling  motion  of  the  vessel,  increased  the  sea^sickness  which 
Had  first  grappled  with  me  at  Sandy-Hook,  and  held  on  for  several  days. 
I  was  not  well  during  the  whole  voyage,  and  at  times  was  truly  most  ex- 
quisitely sick.  But  as  I  took  the  Captain's  advice,  in  "  taking  aboard  all 
the  provisions  I  could  stow  away,"  as  soon  as  the  taste  arising  from  the 
discharge  of  the  old  stock  was  forgotten,  I  did  not  loose  so  very  much 
strength  or  flesh  as  might  have  been  expected.  And  now  a  residence  in 
the  harbor  in  still  water,  or  on  shore,  has  awakened  a  most  voracious  ap- 
petite, an  indulgence  of  which  has  made  me  feel  as  strong  as  I  ever  did. 
Cato  was  sick  but  once,  and  that  was,  during  the  height  of  the  gale.  Af- 
ter the  9th  we  had  passed  the  Gulf  Stream  and  found  smoother  wafer, 
with  light  winds.  Indeed  we  were  often  becalmed  for  a  short  time,  but 
made  head-way  every  day;  the  Hghest  day's  work  was  45  miles.  On  the 
14th  we  had  the  gatifioation  of  speaking  a  brig,  in  Lat.  25°  50',  Lon.  65° 
S(y,  a  pleasure  it  was  indeed  to  see  others,  besides  ourselves  on  the  wild 
traokless  ocean.  Deo.  17th  and  18th  found  usnearing  the  dreaded  Mona 
passage  ;  all  hands  were  now  earnestly  employed  in  putting  our  armory  in 
condition  to  give  any  Pirates,  that  might  be  there,  a  suitable  reception  in 
case  of  any  attempt  to  molest  us.  We  had  two  sis  pounders  aboard,  but  I 
owned  most  of  the  small  arms;  however,  we  passed  close  by  the  shore  of 
St.  Domingo  on  the  18th  without  interruption. 
56 
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The  beach  is  very  similar  to  ttat  of  hong  Island,  flat  land  of  &  light 
sandy  soil ;  on  the  side  we  passed,  was  hiHj,  covered  with  a  growth  of  low 
verdant  bushes,  they  looked  well  to  us.  After  reaching  the  Mona,  we 
were  favored  by  the  trade  winds,  which  wafted  as  gaily  on  our  course. 
While  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  West  Indies  we  had  frequent  rain 
storms  accompanied  with  dangerous  gusts,  sudden  and  violent  tempests  of 
wind,  rain,  thunder  and  lightning,  but  a  sharp  lookout  enabled  the 
experienced  oaptaia  to  foresee  their  approach,  in  time  to  avoid  the  effect  of 
the  furious  swelling  of  the  sea.  On  the  22od  we  reached  the  port  of 
Carthagena,  of.  which,  the  town,  vicinity  &c.  I  will  write  from  Barran- 

S|nilla.  Edward  Glen  was  in  town,  but  just  in  the  act  of  leaving,  with  a 
ot  of  goods,  when  the  Captain  and  Custom  House  officers  went  ashore 
with  the  letter-bag;  but  as  part  of  his  horses  had  already  started,  and 
being  anxious  to  overtake  them,  be  was  obliged  to  leave  without 
seeing  me.  He  yesterday  sent  back  horses  for  me,  with  which  I  start 
to  day,  immediately  after  dinner  which  is  now  coming  on  the  table, 
i  intended  to  have,  deferred  writing  to  you  till  after  reaching  Glen's 
residence,  as  the  Tampieo  does  not  leave  here  till  the  10th  proximo; 
but  as  a  letter  might  misoarry,  I  thought  best  to  have  two  "white 
winged  messengers"  on  the  way  for  your  satisfaction.  This  one  I'll 
leave  with  the  Captain  and  send  the  other  by  mail  express.  They  are 
loading  the  horses  so  I  must  hurry.  The  Climate  within  the 
tropics  is  hot  enough  here  in  all  conscience,  a  continual  and  scorching 
heat,  but  just  now  the  weather  is  as  moderate  as  with  us  the  last  of  June. 
The  genera!  character  of  the  people  is  as  described  by  John  Glen  ;  as  far 
as  I  now  see  they  have  a  mixture  of  pride  and  laziness  combined  with 
avariee;  but  I  feel  as  sanguine  as  ever  of  doing  well  here.  My  love  to 
all.  Yours  ae  ever,         Eens.  Van  Ebnbsblaer. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

MwMelasf  V(tn  Seneselaer  to  his  WatTwr. 
My  Dear  Father,  Barranquilla  8.  A.  Jany  1,  1829. 

I  little  thought  two  months  since  that  the  last  day  of  1828  would  leave 
me  at  Barrankelia,  hut  so  it  is,  and  now  having  told  yon  where  I  am, 
after  wishing  you  my  honored  Father,  my  own  dear  Mother,  Sisters  and 
kind  friends  a  great  many  happy  returns  of  this  day,  will  (as  my  letter 
from  Carthagena  was  written  in  such  hasto)  waft  you  back  again  to  Lat. 
2&°.50\  Lon.  68''.30',  where  we  were  Sunday  Dec.  14tb  ult,  speaking  the 
brig  "  Louisa  of  St.  Johns,"  from  Trinidad  bound  home ;  the  wind  was 
fresh,  we  barely  had  time  to  exchange  the  usual  inquiries  of  "  What's 
your  name  ?"  "  What's  your  Longitude  ?■'  "  Where  from  ?"  "  Where 
bound  ?"  we  passed  each  other  so  rapidly.  Our  hailing  first,  gave  John 
Bull  the  last  word  and  though  be  improved  his  time,  I  eonld  not  under- 
stand a  word  of  the  long  yarn  he  was  spinning  when  leaving  us,  but  our 
Captain  thought  he  said  something  about  the  Mona  passage,  and  supposed 
he  might  have  warned  us  against  pirates.  The  next  day  the  sea  was  too 
rough  to  allow  us  to  overhaul  our  armory,  but  the  day  after,  the  oariridges 
were  made  for  the  2  six  pounders,  for  my  fire  arms  &a.  The  only  sword 
on  hoard  was  put  in  my  hands ;  in  Cato's  a  Spanish  knife  about  two  feet 
long,  which  with  another  knife  and  pistol,  comprised  our  means  of  defence, 
under  the  management  of  ten  men,  and  a  Frenchm-an.  The  night  before 
we  reached  the  passage,  the  Mate  came  below,  and  told  us  of  a  black  look- 
ing schooner  on  our  lee  quarter.     He  had  seen  her  some  time,  but  did  not 
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call  the  Captain  until  he  was  sure  of  its  being  a  vessel ;  we  all  watched 
her  cioaely  but  the  Frenchman  who  was  sich  in  his  herth. 

Says  the  Captain  to  his  Mate,  "  Does  she  gain  on  you  ?  "  —  "  Yea  sir." 
Capt.  "  Well  then  Sir,  we'll  try  her  speed,  out  with  the  studding  sails." 
Mate," Aye,  aye  sir" — "Out  with  the  studding  sails  boys,  he  lively  now." 
"  Aye,  aye,  Sir,"  the  crew  respond,  and  the  additional  sails  were  soon  spread. 

Our  brig,  which  em  passant,  is  a  good  sailor,  yielding  to  the  impulse  left 
the  stranger,  merchant  or  piratical  craft,  in  a  short  time  and  just  then  the 
trade  wind  struck  and  was  fair  for  us  till  we  reached  Colombia.  We  passed 
so  close  to  the  Island  of  Hispaniola  or  St.  Domingo  that  we  eould  see 
nothing  of  Porto  Bioo  or  the  Mona  Islands.  The  squalls  of  wind, 
accompanied  by  heavy  showers  of  rain,  are  very  freqaent  and  dangerous 
in  the  West  Indies  at  all  seasons,  the  duration  is  short  but  if  not  guarded 
against  in  time  the  effect  ia  fatal.  On  the  18th  we  lost  sight  of  St, 
Domingo,  and  on  Sunday  21st  the  high  peaks  of  the  Nahuango  mountains 
in  South  America  appeared  bearing  south  of  us  (our  course  being  South 
West).  There  are  visible  an  immense  distance  at  sea,  rising  above  the 
mist  or  fog  that  hides  i(s  base  from  the  sight ;  their  sombre  shade  con- 
trasted with  the  beautiful  aaure  sky,  and  the  white  mist  spreading  below 
till  it  reaches  the  dark  blue  ocean,  gives  it  a  very  singular  appearance,  to 
persons  accustomed  to  the  monotonous  view  on  only  the  boundless  main. 
As  we  proceeded  on  our  course,  the  Sierra  or  mountains  of  St.  Martha, 
(from  the  sight  of  which  we  had  been  excluded  by  the  intervening 
Nahuange)  meets  our  view.  They  are  14,229  feet  high,  their  tops  covered 
with  perpetual  ice  and  snow ;  upon  which  the  sun  shines,  in  all  hta 
splendor,  long  after  he  has  buried  himself  from  our  gaze  in  the  deep, 
giving  them  a  resemblance  to  immense  bodies  of  crystals  suspended  in  the 
air.  Those  glaciers  reflecting  back  the  prismatic  colors  caused  by  the  rays 
of  the  sun  at  twilight,  from  high  above  the  clouds  which  clothe  its  base 
and  rests  upon  the  deep  blue  ocean,  has  a  magical  effect  upon  the  eye  of 
the  seasick  wanderer.  Z2,nd.  Out  course  after  first  making  land  ia  parallel 
with  the  coast,  bat  we  did  not  keep  near  enough  to  distinguish  any  thing 
save  the  moantains,  until  we  approached  Carthagona,  where  La  Papa  tho 
only  hill  of  consequence  in  the  vicinity,  shows  itself  about  a  mile  North 
East  from  the  City  crowned  with  the  remains  of  a  dilapidated  Nunnery. 

We  passed  the  City  about  4  o'clock,  on  our  way  to  Boca  Chioa,  or  the 
small  entrance  to  the  harbor,  nine  miles  South  West  of  it.  Boea-&rande 
or  the  large  entrance  three  miles  from  the  Town,  was  closed  by  the 
Spaniards  during  the  revolution  sa  the  width  of  the  passage  rendered  ite 
defence  very  difBoult. 

Carthagena  looks  extremely  well  in  passing  by,  its  appearance  from  sea 
is  better  than  from  any  other  quarter,  it  is  the  principal  seaport  town. 
The  wind  was  very  light  when  approaching  the  land,  which  was  a  fortu- 
nate thing  for  us  ;  although  there  ia  a  good  anchorage  for  vessels  in  the 
bay,  which  is  aeven  miles  wide,  yet  there  are  many  shallows  and  hazardous 
spots.  In  consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the  night  we  struck  on  a  reef, 
about  9  o'clock,  near  Boca  Chica,  and  the  vessel  heaving  and  sinking 
with  the  light  swells  of  the  aea  would  have  soon  beat  to  pieces  if  those 
waves  had  been  heavier.  As  it  was  the  Captain,  although  alarmed  for 
the  safety  of  his  vessel,  displayed  the  same  equanimity  of  mind  that  he 
did  "  when  floods  of  water  poured  from  the  elouds  with  a  prodigious  im- 
petuosity," and  the  same  composure  eshibited  during  the  whole  passage. 
At  the  same  time  his  orders  were  obeyed  with  a  right  good  will  by  the 
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entire  crew,  I  had  never  seen  even  our  Frenchman  display  so  much 
alacrity,  he  was  out  of  cabin  in  an  instant  after  the  first  thump ;  and  wlien 
the  boat  was  let  down,  to  carry  out  an  anchor  by  which  to  warp  the  brig 
out,  he  was  the  first  man  in  it;  and  in  spite  of  the  assurance  of  the  Mate 
that  he  should  not  be  left  behind,  in  case  we  went  to  pieces,  he  remained 
there  till  the  heavy  anchor  was  dropped  in  deep  water,  and  did  not  come 
aboard  again  til!  the  last  of  the  men  had  left  the  boat.  The  poor  fellow 
was  in  real  trouble,  but  for  my  life,  I  could  not  bat  laugh  at  him  whilst 
he  was  in  the  boat. 

Cato  had  tried  the  pumps  as  directed,  and  they  soon  sucked  and  the 
vessel  was  proved  stanch.  Monsieur  Bosquet  was  standing  by  thepumpa 
and  shortly  after  hearing  the  noise  caused  by  the  air  rushing  in  to  fill  up 
the  vaciium  caused  by  the  receding  water,  he  made  a  spring  towards  me, 
and  getting  hold  of  my  arm,  esclaimed  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "  0  wion. 
Dwv.1  Mr.  Yoleiioia^  Monsieur  Valencia,  nous  serous  perdu  1 "  i.  e.,  "O 
my  God  1  Monsieur  Valencia  (as  he  called  me)  we  will  be  lost." 

I  explained  the  cause  of  the  noise  he  had  heard  and  pointing  out  the 
short  distance  we  were  from  land  said  we  would  be  saved.  The  rising 
mooD  enabled  us  now  to  distinguish  the  shore,  but  that  would  not  pacify 
him,  he  could  not  swim,  and  we  were  on  a  sharp  rocky  bottom,  that  some 
of  the  shaggy  points  could  certainly  go  through  the  vessel  and  sink  us  he 
was  quite  sure.  Just  then  I  found  by  the  lead,  which  I  was  holding, 
that  the  heaving  on  the  anchor  started  the  brig  and  passed  the  word  to 
the  Captain  "  sAe  moves."  "She  moves  boys,  heave  away,"  says  the 
captain  from  one  end  of  the  capstan  ;  "  She  moves,  my  bullies,"  says  the 
Mate  from  the  other.  All  hands  now  appeared  to  have  received  new 
vigor  from  the  news  I  had  imparted  and  exerted  themselves  accordingly. 
The  Captain  who  had  taken  the  lead  corroborated  my  report,  and  a  new 
band  at  the  pumps  pronounced  her  a  "  sound  ship."  The  cry  was  echoed 
aloud,  and  all  hands  on  board,  but  the  Fjenohman,  manning  the  windlass 
brought  the  vessel  up  to  the  second  anchor,  when  a  favoring  blast  filhng 
onr  sails  we  soon  left  onr  dangerous  berth.  A.t  eleven  o'clock  we  came 
to  anchor  under  the  guns  of  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of  Boco-Chica,  The 
Fort^  are  about  half  a  mile  apart,  strongly  built,  well  garrisoned  and  stored, 
of  a  circular  shape,  mounted  with  two  tiers  of  heavy  guns.  The  Spaniards 
have  confined  in  them  a  number  of  persons  supposed  to  have  been  con- 
cerned in  the  disturbances  at  Bogota,  among  whom  is  General  Santander, 
Vice  President. 

Having  I'ur  eighteen  days  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  roaring  of  the 
elements,  and  hum  of  the  seamen  about  mc  only,  on  that  night  the  period- 
ical cry  of  the  Sentries  on  the  walls  of  the  cashes,  the  tolling  of  the  bells, 
the  twittering  of  the  pelican  and  other  birds,  the  barking  of  dogs,  together 
with  the  melodious  tones  of  the  jackass  on  shore,  formed  such  "a 
combination  of  sweet  sounds,"  that  I  being  naturally  fond  of  music,  conld 
not  think  of  sleeping  five  minutes  at  a  time  during  the  night,  although  I 
felt  fatigued  not  only  from  my  exertions  the  evening  before,  but  from  the 
operation  of  a  heavy  dose  of  salts,  of  which  /  had  taken  a  good  one,  (not 
by  any  means  forgetting  to  give  the  same  to  Cato.)  On  December  23rd  at 
7  P.  M.  a  Pilot  came  on  board  and  conducted  us  into  the  harbor  as  the 
assistance  of  a  good  pilot,  amid  all  the  many  shoals,  is  quite  necessary. 
We  passed  the  64  gun  ship  "Columbia"  fitting  out  for  the  coast  of  Peru, 
(since  gone),  another  national  vessel  of  the  same  size,  together  with  three 
other  smaller  ones  lie  in  the  harbor  dismantled  and  going  to  decay.     The 
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water  here  is  so  smootli  that  ships  feel  no  more  motion  than  they  would  in 
a  river,  while  a  great  variety  of  good  fish  ahonnd  in  the  bay.  Near  one 
of  the  forts  on  Island  Tierra  Bomba  (  or  Round  Land  )  which  forms  one 
side  of  the  fortress,  is  a  small  hamlet,  three  miles  off  is  another  containing 
a  Lazaretto  and  a'  Monastery,  Back  of  the  first,  the  ruins  of  an  old  oastle 
tends  to  diversify  the  scene;  near  the  last,  the  first  indication  we  have  seea 
of  cultivation  is  manifested  in  a  field  or  two  of  maize  and  yams.  To  give 
you  Cato's  description  of  the  village  houses,  they  look  like  "  so  many 
'straw  thatched  barns."  The  port  is  nine  miles  long,  varying  from 
one  to  three  miles  wide,  is  a  good  harbor  for  shipping  with  plenty 
of  water  and  land  locked.  The  land  surrounding  it,  though  uneven,  does 
not  in  any  point  attain  a  great  elevation. 

At  eleven  o'clock  we  dropped  anchor  one  mile  from  the  town,  a  nearer 
approach  being  impracticable  for  large  vessels  from  the  shallowness  of 
the  water.  A  boat  of  revenue  officers  soon  came  aboard;  after  examining 
the  Captain's  papers,  and  sealing  up  the  hatches  departed  leaving  one  of 
the  number  on  board  to  prevent  smuggling,  also  directing  pissengeis  not  to 
land  without  a  holeta  or  permit  from  the  police  That  day  I  sent  a  letter 
of  introduction  from  John  Glen  to  an  Irish  imithmon  by  the  name 
of  Kinsella,  as  Mr.  Glen  had  led  me  to  suppose  that  he  would  do  any 
thing  for  a  friend  of  his,  but  being  engaged  on  a  courtint;  expedition  is 
too  much  of  a  soldier  to  forsake  his  post,  to  procure  boleta's  tor  strangers 
I  therefore  after  sealing  up  a  second  letter  to  McPherson  the  Amenocin 
Consul,  sent  that  ashore,  who  having  had  some  difficulty  with  the  civil 
authorities  there  (He  had  been  imprisoned  by  them,  the  corr  capon  deuce 
arising  from  that  circumstance  with  Geneial  Montillo  President  Bolivar 
and  Mr.  Ctay,  he  afterwards  showed  me  and  is  prepaiing  a  statement  for 
me  to  take  on  to  Gen,  Harrison),  could  not  attend  personally  to  it,  but 
gave  the  business  in  the  hands  of  a  New  Yorker  by  name  of  Kelly,  who 
took  all  the  steps  for  getting  me  ashore  Whilst  waiting  for  my  holpta, 
I  observed  the  manner  of  discharging  a  vessels  cargo  The  freight  i? 
taken  to  the  Custom  House  (where  everything  landed  is  es^mmed)  in 
large  canoes  or  bungos  —  bunglers  would  be  a  more  appropriate  name  for 
they  are  sueii  clumsy  looking  things;  are  manned  by  Apatron  or  oaptain 
with  three  or  four  men,  will  carry  from  1  to  8  tons.  The  natives  when 
at  work  wear  pantaloons  only,  frequently  they  substitute  for  the  "fig 
leaf"  a  handkerchief  their  whole  dress  —  many  of  these  strong  limbed 
fellows  would  serve  as  good  models  to  the  sculptor  lor  his  chisel  to  form 
from  stone. 

On  Christmas  morning  I  first  landed  in  Colombia,  and  had  the  honor  of 
a  presentation  to  all  the  police  magistrates,  and  to  the  Commandant  Gen. 
Montillo.  After  having  passed  through  with  that  ceremony,  my  own  per- 
sonal access  to  the  shore  was  secured,  but  the  grand  difficulty  was  to  pro- 
cure the  same  privilege  for  my  baggage.  An  order,  for  that,  was  necessary 
from  the  Custom  House,  and  a  passport  for  my  departure  from  the  City 
into  the  interior.  All  of  which  was  accomplished  by  aid  of  Mr,  Kelly, 
together  with  M.  Juliet  (formerly  of  the  Troy  Seminary)  and  a  Monsieur 
La  Batte  (entire  strangers  to  me),  after  waiting  in  vain  for  the  promises 
of  Kinsella  to  procure  them  for  me  to  be  fullfilied.  During  the  time  I  was 
employed  in  getting  my  papers,  I  heard  of  a  gentleman's — called  Burke, 
intention  of  going  on  to  Barranquilla,  and  sent  him  word  that  I  would  be 
happy  to  accompany  him.  He  returned  as  answer,  that  he  designed  to 
start  on  Saturday  evening  the  27th]  and  would  be  extremely  glad  of  my 
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company.  In  conaequeoee  of  which  I  detained  the  horses  and  gniAe, 
that  Jidward  Glen  had  procured  for  me,  at  a  heavy  espense  ;  however, 
when  the  day  arrived  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  neither  thought  proper  to  call 
upon,  or  send  me  word  ahout  it,  was  not  yet  ready ;  and  as  I  did  not  know 
when  he  would  be,  I  left  Oarthagena  the  next  day  alone.  I  was  advised 
to  wait  for  him,  but  I  told  McPheraon  and  others  that  Mr,  Burke's  com- 
pany was  as  little  desirable  to  me  aa  mine  appeared  to  be  to  him,  and  that 
I  could  travel  without  putting  myself  under  any  obligations  to  him,  that 
if  our  situations  had  been  reversed,  my  conduct  under  the  same  oircum- 
Btanoes  would  have  been  different.  The  grand  difficulty  in  procuring  my 
certiticat«8  was  in  eonaeijuence  of  the  holidays,  a  gala  season  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  when  the  entire  community  engage  in  feasting  and 
masquerading  to  the  exclusion  of  attention  to  business.  My  papers  were 
given  as  a  matter  of  very  great  favor. 

Oarthagenia  is  situated  on  what  was  formerly  a  Peninsula,  but  the 
Spauiards  in  fortifying  it  dug  a  ditch,  35  or  40  feet  wide  across  the 
Isthmus,,  to  prevent  sapping  quite  deep,  inside  of  which  the  walla  of  stone 
arise  30  feet  high  and  from  10  to  15  feet  in  thickness.  The  suburbs  aa 
called  though  larger  than  the  city,  are  secured  in  the  same  manner  well 
fortified  with  wall  and  ditch.  One  bridge  across  each  ditch  s 
connect  it  with  the  mainland,  these  are  of  wood  and  can  be  d 
with  ease  when  neoessary.  The  whole  line  of  fortification  is  ornamented 
with  24  pounders  of  copper,  elegant  workmanship,  besides  mortars  &c. 
Half  a  mile  from  the  City  walls,  is  the  Oastie  of  St,  Philippe,  it  is  situated 
on  an  eminence  150  feet  high,  it  is  also  strongly  fortifisd  and  commands 
the  town,  it  presents  a  grand  appearance.  Half  a  mile  further  in  the 
aame  direction  from  the  City,  the  hill  of  La  Papa,  rears  its  coronated  head 
upwards  of  500  feet  above  the  sea.  With  a  singular  oversight  the 
Spaniards,  in  their  wisdom,  when  erecting  works  for  the  defence  of  the 
City  did  not  think  of  fortifying  it,  in  consequence  the  troops  of  G-en. 
Bolivar  became  its  masters  without  much  trouble  during  the  revolution. 
From  whence  they  securely  cannonaded  San  Philippe,  till  battered  walls 
0(1  the  land  side  affording  no  protection  to  the  famished  garrison,  they 
were  compelled  to  strike  to  the  Colombian  flag  ;  after  which  its  guns  in 
oonjunction  with  those  on  La  Papa  were  directed  upon  the  City.  Whilst 
those  land  operations  were  going  on,  General  Padilla  (since  shot  iu  Bogota) 
taking  advantage  of  a  favorable  breeze,  run  by  the  Forts  at  Boca  Chica, 
in  a  small  sloop  of  war,  at  night,  anchored  in  the  harbor  and  thereby  cut 
off  the  inhabitants  from  the  only  remaining  source  of  procuring  supplies. 
Shortly  after  the  City  yielded  to  its  assiulants;  but  with  provisions  plenty 
the  place  is  impregnable. 

After  reporting  myself  to  the  civil  authorities,  being  at  liberty  to  follow 
the  dictates  of  my  fancy,  I  yielded  to  its  impulse  and  followed  the  crowd 
to  the  public  square  in  the  heart  of  the  City,  Here  the  Magistrates  had 
assembled  to  dispense  Liberty,  the  greatest  blessing  of  man,  as  a  Christmas 
present  to  about  thirty  slaves  of  both  sex  and  al!  ages.  It  was  a  roost 
interesting  sight;  when  the  Cap  of  Freedom  was  presented  to  them,  the 
poor  mortals  could  not  restrain  their  tears  and  theory  of  Viva  el LUrator 
and  Viva  la  Republica,  burst  from  the  crowd  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
ceremony.  The  delighted  freed-men  doffed  their  ordinary  hats  and  having 
mounted  their  tri-oolored  caps,  paraded  the  streets  with  the  most  grotesque 
demonstrations  of  joy.  It  was  laughable  to  witness  the  ludicrous  expres- 
sion with  a  broad  grin  on  their  comical  faces  and  the  spring  halt  sort  of 
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step  with  ■which    they  skipped   along  leeeiTins  the  n     of 

friends.     The  sight  gave  a  favorable  impression  of  the  m         p    pie, 

particularly  of  the  Maaumission  Society,  with  whose  fu  d  d  m  of 

those  slaves  had  been  procured.     At  the  conclusion,  my  d        d      ed 

me  to  hia  house  where  I  remained  till  the  sea  breea  h     w  nd 

comes  only  from  two  points  of  the  compass  and  is  almo     as  as  he 

sun.     This  sea  breeze  sets  Id  about  11  A.  M.,  and  con  ea     un 

set,  when  it  is  succeeded  by  the  land  bieeze,  which  h    w  8       9  a. 

M.     Between  the  changes  the  air  is  calm,  while  the  d    d  w    his 

almost  perpendicular  rays  with  such  vehement  heat,  th       h    m  y  of 

the  inhabitants  seek  the  shelter  of  their  houses,  the  th    m  m  oh 

times  will  rise  in  the  sun  to  150°,  in  the  shade  to  80  0        Th     gh 

I  have  been  exceedingly    careful  of  self,  still  in  trav       g  b    n  at 

times  necessarily  exposed  to  the  heat,  at  all  hours  ot  h  d  y  b  have 
not  subsequently,  so  far,  experienced  any  injurious  ff  ts  m  ex- 
posure ;  on  the  contrary,  I  leel  stronger  and  more  rug  h  I  h  for 
the  five  or  six  last  years.     The  pain  in  my  breast  which  w  b!e- 

8ome  to  me  at  home  for  that  period,  has  not  effected  m      d    h  I 

know  not  whether  'b  te    h'  my  k  the 

climate,  but  imagin    bhh  hdh  h^d  Cto, 

too,  is  as  hearty  as     b     k  g 

The  houses  of  C     h  g  h    !      f  1  ed  with  tile 

roofs;  those  of  th     w    1  by     1  w  h    h  w   h  balconies, 

hanging  over  the  w   h  1  f  w    d      Th  tory  houses 

generally  have  two     p     m  f  wh    h  d  p  rlor,  eating 

and  working  room      II  g  '    1    P  p        ent  for  the 

family.     The  hamm    kf  n         a  pdd  n  the  parlor, 

or  in  a  shed  at  the  bk         hh  yh  h        yrd  attached 

to  it,  io  the  rear  of  wh    h  f  k  d  f  nts.     There 

are  no  ceilings  and        fl  p    b     k  m  d  f   quently  only 

ground  fioors  in  tl      1  w  y      Thes  y     ngular  and 

antique :  the  latti  1  h  dwdwwbul  ghts  he  immense 
thick  walls  and  he        d  h  h      pp  fa  castle  or 

dungeon,  but  when  y  h  y  y        1      d    1  The  public 

edifices  have  thesml       yas  hChdl  y  riohly  em- 

bellished with  furn  h    m  ly  les     p     n      Th     treets  are  in 

regular  squares,  hut  not  very  wide  ;  not  paved  and  of  course,  as  the  soil 
is  sand,  they  are  very  dusty  in  the  dry  season.  The  Population  is  about 
25  or  30,000  of  every  shade  from  the  pure  white  to  the  real  Guinea  negro, 
the  Creoles  or  contaminated  class  predominate  over  the  unmixed,  though 
the  aborigines  form  the  largest  numbers;  there  is  a  commingling  of  a  few 
Europeans  with  Negroes,  Indians  and  Creoles.  The  latter  are  the  busi- 
ness class  and  generally  thrifty.  Color  does  not  seem  to  deteriorate  from, 
or  augment  the  respectability  of  any  person,  all  as  far  as  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  observe  are  equal,  provided  they  have  the  necessary  shitiers 
here  as  with  us  "  money  m^es  the  mare  go." 

The  Festivities  of  the  hoWd&ys,  Las  Jiesla,  commence  just  before  Christ- 
mas and  continue  tenor  twelve  days,  during  which  there  is  almost  an 
entire  cessation  from  labor,  indeed  for  certain  periods  the  law  prohibits 
the  transaction  of  busiuess.  Dancing  and  masquerading  are  kept  up  every 
night  till  dawn  during  the  holidays  on  the  public  square,  private  balls 
are  not  then  allowed.  On  the  Square  under  the  canopy  of  a  large  awning 
Stretched  on  poles,  spread  for  their  accommodation,  such  a  commingling 
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of  the  "  black  spirits  and  white,  blue  spirits  'and  gray,"  iD  their  fanciful 
disguises  is  most  astonishing.  There  surrounded  by  the  mob  who  have 
free  access,  you  see  hundreds  "  trip  it  on  the  light  fantastic  toe,''  engaged 
in  the  giddy  waltz,  and  at  intervals  breaking  off  to  witness  the  explosion 
of  some  splendid  pyrotechnical  exhibitions.  The  richest  class  alone  as- 
sume the  mask,  and  probably  the  greater  proportion  attend  without  being 
able  to  bear  the  expense.  Most  of  the  ordinary  dresses  for  the  ladies  are 
very  costly  and  elegant ;  the  prevailing  head-gear  is  a  large  figured  tortoise 
shell  comb  covered  with  a  rioh  black  lace  veil;  gold  neck  ornaments, 
white  gowns,  figured  silk  stockings  and  satin  slippers  constitute  the 
dress  for  all  kinds  of  weather  ;  bonnets  are  never  worn  because  the  climate 
hero  is  extremely  hot,  and  sultry  during  the  whole  year.  The  gentle- 
men's dress  is  a  complete  suit  of  white  material  with  pumps.  The  young 
of  the  poorer  classes  run  about  the  streets,  with  all  the  clothes  that  Nature 
gave  them  and  no  more.  The  ladies,  in  masqueradinf;,  appear  more  de- 
sirous to  remain  incog  than  to  support  any  character  as  they  do  in  Europe. 
For  that  reason  I  was  not  as  well  pleased  as  I  had  thought  I  would  be  ; 
some  few  of  the  Masks,  however  did  sustain  a  character  tolerably  well. 
Among  those  was  aNorth  American  Indian  with  his  tomahawk,  wampum- 
bett,  knife  and  rifle,  a  very  demure  looking  Nun  ;  a  gouty  Sexagenarian 
with  two  pretty  daughters,  both  of  the  Seiioras  evidently  were  watching 
an  opportunity  of  running  away  with  some  handsome  lover.  When  they 
were  dancing,  the  poor  old  man,  scarcely  able  to  see  across  his  nose,  would 
hunt  for  them  till  his  cough  compelled  him  to  be  seated.  There  was  also 
a  Monkey  with  his  two  keepers.  The  best  of  the  whole  company  was  a 
Bashaw  with  his  Sultana ;  they  were  richly  dressed  in  Oriental  robes 
and  supported  their  characters  to  a  nicety.  I  remarked  to  (!apt.  Fish  as 
they  passed  by  us,  what  I  thought  of  them,  and  added,  I  did  not  wonder 
at  hfs  taste  in  confining  himself  to  the  society  of  one  Sefiora,  who  could 
move  and  act  the  Sultana  so  well.  In  the  nest  turn  the  Mask  addressed 
me  in  Spanish  with  "  How  do  you  do  Senor  Ingl&s,"  from  which  I  in- 
ferred that  he  had  understood  my  remark.  I  could  not  find  out  who  it 
was,  but  from  the  height  and  figure  supposed  him  to  be  a  Mr.  Bunch,  the 
richest  Englishman  in  the  place,  to  whom  I  had  been  introduced.  The 
masks  seldom  hail  a  stranger,  or  a  person  unknown  to  them,  hut  always 
return  a  salutation.  Sunday  is  the  grand  gala  day  for  the  amusements  at 
which  t\a\e  a  more  general  muster  is  made  with  much  smoking  of  cigars. 
A  corner  of  the  same  square  is  appropriated  to  the  slaves  for  their  use 
during  the  "  Fiestas,"  who  imitating  the  example  of  their  betters,  have 
their  own  fun  in  dancing  the  monotonous  "  fandangos  "  while  the  festivi- 
ties last. 

There  is  one  custom  in  Colombia  that  does  not  suit  my  Yankee  stomach 
at  all !  at  all,  and  that  is  to  he  content  with  two  meals  per  day.  It  is  a 
universal  practice  to  swallow  a  cup  of  coffee  at  first  rising  in  the  morning  ; 
the  regular  breakfast  is  taken  at  10  o'clock  it  generally  consists  of  coffee, 
hollos,  fish,  a  mixed  dish  (made  of  salt  meat,  yams,  plantains,  potatoes  and 
other  roots  called  San  CocAo),  poultry  &c.  At  6  o'clock  P.  M.  you  are 
called  to  dinner  of  innumerable  dishes  of  soup,  fish,  turtle,  poultry,  pork, 
and  other  meats  which  are  served  up  in  succession  with  a  change  of  plates 
for  each  variety.  Instead  of  bread  and  potatoes,  we  have  fine  yams  and 
the  "hollos,"  which  is  the  substitute  for  bread  where  flour  cannot  be  obtained , 
(it  is  a  preparation  from  maize  and  is  quite  palatable,  though  not  equal  to 
our  "staff  of  life.")     The  meal  is  finished  with  oranges,  papaws,  plantains 
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and  other  kinds  of  fruit,  wines  and  a  cup  of  chocolate,  which  is  served  up 
in  a  BiuftU  quantity  and  is  perfectly  delicious.  There  is  scarcelj  any  twi- 
light owing  to  the  vertical  position  of  the  sun,  therefore  our  dinner  is 
uBTer  finished  till  after  dark,  wbiob  sets  in  almost  immediately  at  sunset, 
but  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meal  we  are  furnished  with  cigars,  which  are 
here  used  by  men,  women  and  children  of  every  rank,  even  in  the  ball- 
room, without  regard  to  time  or  place  from  the  cradle  to  the  senile  crutch. 
The  road  for  a  mile  or  two  from  the  suburbs  is  well  enough  for  carriages 
in  use,  and  indeed  the  only  one  kind  that  can  traverse  these  highways. 
Even  these  are  used  only  by  the  most  wealthy ;  they  are  very  clumsy  sort 
of  gigs,  drawn  by  one  horse,  on  which  the  driver  is  mounted  ;  the  gig  is 
calculated  to  carry  three  persons  on  its  only  seat,  and  it  is  well  for  the 
poor  horses  that  the  route  extends  no  farther,  as  the  weight  of  the  ma- 
chine is  load  enough  without  a  passenger.  But  poor  as  the  conveyance 
is,  the  bare  headed  ladies  seem  to  enjoy  the  drive  very  much. 

And  now  having  for  some  days  enjoyed  the  pleasant  breeze  from  the 
Caribean  Sea  we  will  return  to  the  starting  point.  On  Sunday  28th  at 
4  P.  M.  I  left  the  strongly  fortified  Cartbageoa,  Lat.  10°  26',  W,  Lon.  75° 
26',  aoeompanied  to  the  outer  gales  by  six  or  seven  young  Americans, 
where  we  found  that  the  guards  had  stopped  the  gaide  with  Gato  and  my 
baggage  ;  also  had  demanded  a  search  (an  operation  it  had  undergone  in 
passing  through  the  Custom  House,)  but  after  producing  my  Passport  we 
were  allowed  to  proceed  without  any  further  detention.  After  hearty 
adios  from  my  Countrymen,  who  had  kindly  given  every  instruction  they 
supposed  my  guide  might  require  I  soon  lost  sight  of  the  dusty  streets, 
lofty  domes,  the  splendid  Cathedra!,  the  unfinished  deoaying  Inquisition, 
handsome  turrets  and  very  thick  walla  of  the  principal  seaport  town  in 
Terra  Firma.  ["This  country  was  called  Terra  Firma,  by  Columbus,  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  the  first  part  of  the  continent  which  was  discovered,  all 
the  lands  discovered  previous  to  this  being  islands."] 

The  load  past  Saa  Phillipe  and  La  Papa  (with  its  dilapidated  Nud- 
nery,  whosa  sanctity  was  not  regarded  by  the  Patriots)  ,  is  very  fine,  but 
after  that,  this  publio  road  is  worse  and  worse.  Two  miles  from  the  walls 
it  contracts  until  it  becomes  no  better  than  a  sheep-path  through  the 
woods,  than  like  the  great  source  of  communication  between  a  large  sea- 
port and  the  grand  interior.  In  many  places  the  pools  of  water  standing 
in  the  main  road  compel  us  to  leave  it,  in  doing  so,  we  meander  about 
among  the  stumps  and  trees  before  we  regain  the  forsaken  path,  till  we 
eke  out  the  distance  to  four  times  the  length  it  otherwise  would  have  been. 
Of  course  our  progress  was  slow,  well !  so  much  the  better,  for  now  we  can 
look  at  ourselves  and  our  animals.  Pirst  in  line  is  the  Patron  or  guide, 
he  sits  "  in  all  his  pride  of  place,"  between  my  two  trunks  with  his  legs 
crossed  over  the  neck  of  his  horse,  looking  more  fit  to  carry  the  horse  than 
the  horse  him,  the  tawny  dog  I  Next  in  rank  is  my  noble  self  in  oorduroy 
pantaloons  and  short  jacket,  boots  and  spurs  with  holsters  and  pistols,  be- 
fore me;  not  forgetting  the  indispensable /an  in  my  pocket,  with  a  small 
portmanteau  behind  my  borrowed  saddle  from  Keily.  I  was  rigged  out  in 
style,  for  American  saddles  are  as  scarce  as  good  horses.  Cato  brings  up 
the  rear ;  his  poney  is  of  the  same  tough,  ambling  breed  as  mine  and  the 
guides.  On  each  side  of  his  native  saddle,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a 
eawbuck  placed  on  mats,  are  my  two  bags.  He  does  not  like  the  way  of 
riding  these  horses,  but  has  his  legs  straddling  without  the  cross ;  under 
57 
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him  is  my  hammock  iind  his  mat,  oa  his  shoulders  the  gun.  Our  guns 
are  all  loaded.  Oa,to  has  had  his  lesson,  and  being  fully  prepared  in  case 
of  trouble  we  shall  he  able  to  show  a  pretty  good  fight.  Now  that  you 
know  how  we  look,  we  mast  tell  you  how  we  feel,  strangers  in  a  strange 
land,  very  much  like  cats  in  a  strange  garret. 

As  I  had  never  been  in  the  country  since  landing  in  South  America, 
every  object  was  novel  to  me  ;  nothing  at  all  that  meets  our  view  is  like 
what  we  have  seen  before.  The  houses  are  bu  It  f  ed  hatched  with 
palm  leaves ;  goats  are  substituted  for  cows  ja  k  f  horaes  ;  (horses 
are  as  rare  here  as  jacks  are  with  us).  T)  1  k  !  ke  wolves  and  cats 
like  skeletons  of  things  thathave  been.  Bird      a  e  ta  I  foliage,  man- 

ners, language,  all,  all  is  new,  but  then  be  n^  t  ango     ad  I  of  such 

a  contemplative  genius,  the  whole   assembi  ge  es  as  f  od  for  amuse- 

ment and  pour  passer  le  temps.  The  guide  lau^h  and  wears  by  turns 
because  I  do  not  understand  his  Spanish  iingo,  but  then  I  laugh  when 
it  pleases  me  because  the  stupid  jacknapes  knows  nothing  of  pure  English  ; 
my  revery  is  frequently  broken  in  upon  by  his  guarding  me  against  some 
projecting  branch  whilst  dodging  among  the  trees.  Our  ponies  are  going 
on  while  I  am  moralizing,  and  ten  o'clock  at  night  finds  us  five  leagues 
[15  miles]  from  Oarthagena  at  the  village  of  Turbacoo,  but  the  evening 
was  too  far  advanced  to  be  able  to  distinguish  what  kind  of  a  place  it  was. 
I  was  both  hungry  and  fatigued  ;  at  first  there  was  some  difficulty  in 
making  my  wants  known,  but  what  with  my  Spanish,  signs,  the  landlord's 
broken  French  and  the  ditto  English  of  a  young  gentleman,  whose  di- 
rection is  Senor  Buenaventura  De  Aleazer,  (Phosbus  I  what  a  name  I) 
I  finally  succeeded  very  well.  SeSor  De  Aleazer  was  very  polite ;  after 
inspecdng  my  Passport  he  informed  me  he  was  going  to  the  United  States 
as  Secretary  of  the  Colombian  Legation.  He  gave  me  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction to  his  brother  who  was  a  Secretary  at  Bogota,  expressing  a  wish  for 
a  letter  from  Barranquiila  to  my  parents,  which  I  agreed  to  give.  Hia 
instructions  to  my  guide  had  the  efiect  of  making  my  journey  muoh  more 
pleasant  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been. 

At  3  oclook  A.  M.  when  I  arose  to  pursue  my  journey,  my  stranger 
friend  also  got  np  and  over  a  glass  of  his  anise  cordial  bade  me  a  kind 
"  adios  "  and  away  I  started  by  moonlight  with  grateful  feelings  that 
persons  seldom  experience  after  so  short  an  acquaintance.  About  daylight 
we  passed  through  the  hamlet  of  Bebollera,  one  league  from  Turbacoo  aa 
the  roud  runs,  but  owing  to  the  damage  it  had  sustained  from  previous 
rains,  we  were  obliged  to  take  so  many  circuitous  turns,  that  we  trebled 
the  distance.  Two  leagues  further  on  we  stopped  to  breakfast  at  Cafla- 
veral,  another  pretty  little  hamlet.  The  road  was  better  but  still  compelled 
to  deviate  from  the  direct  path  so  frequently  that  it  was  ten  oolook  before 
we  reached  the  little  village  of  Sipacoa  distant  about  two  leagues.  There 
are  no  intermediate  houses  between  these  hamlets  or  villages,  the  space  is 
covered  with  impenetrable  forests,  without  water,  which  undoubtedly  is 
the  grand  cause  of  its  uncultivated  state  for  the  soil  appears  to  be  good. 
Wherever  water  can  be  obtained  you  find  as  many  inhabitants  settled 
round,  as  it  will  supply  through  the  dry  season,  and  the  whole  stock  of 
the  little  hamlet  will  consist  of  Jacks,  goats,  fowls  and  occasionally  a  hog. 
On  leaving  a  village  my  guide  always  procured  a  good  supply  of  the  Cocoa- 
nuts  for  the  sake  of  the  water  with  which  they  are  filled  ;  we  found  it  a 
very  necessary  precaution  for  without  the  liquor  of  the  nuts  we  might 
have  wished  in  vain  for  a  cooling  nutritious  beverage  to  quench  our  thirst 
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while  crossing  this  savanna  or  extensivo  plain.  The  road  improves  aa 
we  advance  through  forests  of  immensely  large  treea  of  which  Mahogany 
elaima  pre-eminence,  it  drops  its  leaves  twice  a  year,  ia  hare  now ;  the 
hark  ia  amooth,  of  a  brown  color ;  the  majority  of  these  treea  are  larger 
in  circumference  than  a  hogstead,  running  up  without  much  tapering  to 
the  height  of  from  80  to  100  feet  before  it  throwa  out  a  branch. 

I  was  much  interested  at  ohserving  quite  a  cavalcade  of  jaoka  pass  us 
loaded  with  planks  of  mahogany  about  twenty  feet  long,  three  inches  thick ; 
two  of  those  planks  constituted  a  load  for  a  pair  of  jacks.  The  patient 
brutea,  with  the  ends  lashed  on  either  side  of  their  respective  pack  saddlea 
were  jogging  along  in  their  sober  pace,  eight  or  ten  in  number,  the  driver 
on  the  last  one  bringing  up  the  rear.  It  is  aurpriaing  the  weight  and 
magnitude  these  poor  animals  carry  for  so  great  a  distance  without  stop- 
ping—  fourteen  leagues  without  food  or  water  !  I !  The  Palm-tree  beara 
off  the  crown  of  beauty  from  the  other  forest  trees;  it  does  not  often  attain 
to  a  great  height,  but  its  elegant  leaves  emerging  from  the  very  top  of  a 
straight,  smooth  and  tapering  body,  assuming  an  oval  shape  of  evergreen 
contraata  well  with  the  naked  branches  of  some  of  the  lordly  trees  around. 
The  leaves  of  the  palm  tree  areuaed  here  for  thatching  houses,  but  at  home 
aa  fans  for  the  ladies.  The  perpetual  verdure  of  the  woods  with  ita  bright 
green  foliage  always  adorn  these  grounds  and  ia  a  most  refreshing  sight. 
At  Sipacoa,  the  first  Coooa-treea  are  seen  after  leaving  Carthagena,  but 
now  we  meet  with  them  in  every  village.  The  body  of  the  Cocoa  resem- 
bles at  a  distance  the  palm,  entirely  without  branohea ;  it  rises  from  the 
ground  with  a  smooth  and  slightly  tapering  trunk  from  30  to  50 
feet.  They  exactly  resemble  the  feather  of  a  fowl  -—but  rather  larger 
you  will  suppoae  —  as  they  measure  from  the  point  to  the  end  of  the  stem 
from  ten  to  fourteen  feet;  they  are  also  three  feet  broad  and  winged. 
Between  these  feathery  leaves  on  the  top  of  the  tree  the  fruit  is  seen  in  a 
cluster  of  about  a  dozen,  in  every  stage  of  vegetation  from  the  bud  to 
the  falling  cocoanuts. 

Black  cattle  and  horses  are  rarely  met  till  near  Barranquilla,  their  only 
fodder  is  corn-staika  and  a  speciea  of  rush,  hut  the  provision  for  man  is 
Boarcely  better. 

The  plumage  of  the  Birds  in  these  dense  forests  is  superb,  of  very 
many  varieties ;  the  macaw  or  "guayamayo"  is  the  most  elegant  of  all  others, 
but  its  hideous  acream  is  such  a  disagreeable  noise  as  oouaterhalances  its 
beauty.  The  many  different  species  of  the  parrot  kind  are  found  in  per- 
fection with  all  their  gaudy  plumes.  A  small  kiud  of  black  monkey  is 
constantly  seep.  A  small  apeeies  of  the  wild  turkey  (^acAeraca^  is  also  very 
common  and  is  fine  eating.  I  procured  a  number  with  my  fowling  piece  — 
which  by  the  way  is  an  excellent  article  for  travelers  in  this  country.  At 
7  oclock  we  dismounted  at  8an-Estanislado,  onthe  night  of  the  29th  a  large 
village  regularly  laid  out  in  squares,  on  one  of  the  months  of  the  River 
Magdalena,  containing  about  6  or  8000  souls.  This  place  ia  five  leagues 
from  Sipacoa;  here  we  swung  our  hammooks  for  the  night  after  supping. 
Dec.  30  at4  oclock  were  on  the  road  again,  and  though  it  waa  night  could 
not  but  be  struck  with  the  beautiful  appearance  of  the  coco  tree  with  its 
conical  figure  when  contrasted  with  the  white  washed  cottagea  with  thatched 
roofs.  At  Agua  Pablo  six  leagues  further  on  we  halted  for  breakfast. 
It  is  a  place  of  considerable  size,  the  houses  of  a  uniform  size  and  plastered 
over.  It  would  amuae  you  to  see  me  taking  my  meal  in  this  village,  the 
shed  in  which  I  am  eating  ia  detached  from  the  house,  in  one  corner  of  an 
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enclosure;  mj  landlord  is  one  of  tlie  riotest  men  in  tha  village.  His  stock 
of  all  kinds  is  half  stiirved,  and  all  have  free  access  to  mj  table,  which  is 
&  large  bowl  or  flat  bottonieiJ  "calaboza"  turned  upside  down  to  suit  the 
present  exigency,  nest  comes  a  ealaboza  pitcher  of  water,  a  calaboza  plate, 
a  calaboza  spoon  (  but  no  knives  or  forks;  they  recollect  that  fingers  were 
made  before  tbem,  and  do  not  tbink  it  worth  whiSe  to  atttempt  any  im- 
provement on  Nature),  calabozas  for  cups  and  calaboaaa  for  dishes  — 
now  we've  set  the  table,  we'll  show  the  "bill  of  fare." 

The  first  thing  the  guide  did  after  swinging  my  hammock  — whieh  is 
always  done  at  stopping  places — was  to  procure  a  fowl,  the  neck  waa 
twisted,  and  before  the  poor  thing  was  defunct  it  bad  lost  its  feathers;  in 
two  minutes  it  was  in  the  pot,  and  in  ten  more  on  my  table !  I 
was  too  hungry  to  atop  to  consider  the  chances  of  its  coming  to  life  again, 
but  ate  away  sans  cSr&monie,  my  hands  performing  the  duties  of  knife  and 
fork ;  a  oalaboaa  spoon  was  used  to  convey  the  contents  of  a  bowl  (it  was 
n  very  fashionable  dish  called  "  San-cooho  —  being  a  compound  of  salt 
meat,  plantains,  yams,  sweet  potatoes,  onions,  rice  and  juca)  to  the  mouth. 
While  the  operation  of  mastication  progressed,  was  very  much  annoyed 
by  the  group  of  naked  children,  famished  dogs,  eats  and  goats  which  were 
jostling  and  crowding  to  approach  as  near  as  possible  to  what  they  con- 
sidered my  sumptuous  banquet.  The  intrusion  at  last  became  so  unbear- 
able, that  to  rid  myself  of  the  nuisance,  I  threw  a  single  drumstick  to  be 
divided  among  the  curs  according  to  the  most  approved  rules  of  canine 
justice.  The  ruse  dv,  guerre  to  rid  myself  of  such  a  heterogeneous  mass  of 
foes  as  beset  me,  (now  increased  by  duoks,  turkeys,  hogs,  men  and  women) 
was  indeed  the  occasion  of  a  general  fight,  "  Oh  1  what  a  row,  what  a, 
rumpus  and  a  rioting"  —  the  "din  of  war"  was  long  and  loud. 
The  contending  hosts  went  pell-mell  out  of  one  end  of  the  hut  whilst  the 
"  bone  of  contention  "  was  removed  through  the  kindness  of  a  pig.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  battle,  much  to  my  relief  men,  women,  children, 
goats  and  eats  had  scampered  off  in  delectable  confusion  leaving  me  the 
sole  possessor  of  the  premises  and  the  undisturbed  partaker  of  my  meal. 

At  2  oelock  we  left  this  memorable  spot  and  at  5  drew  up  at  Sabana 
Larga  five  leagues  from  Aqua  Pabelo.  This  is  a  beautiful  large  place 
and  like  all  the  other  Colombian  villages  is  tastefully  laid  oat  at  right 
angles,  it  is  of  an  oblong  shape;  the  houses  of  a  uniform  size  and  equi- 
distant from  each  other,  covered  with  a  cement  and  whitewashed;  a  fine 
large  yard  is  attached  to  each  dwelling,  in  which  are  a  number  of  elegant 
coco's  groaning  with  fruit  in  clusters  between  the  loaves.  My  want  of 
the  Spanish  here,  was  the  cause  of  my  making  quite  a  mistake  in  directing 
the  guide,  when  I  wished  to  start  on  our  route  again.  I  meant  to  have 
said  we  will  go  at  two  oelock,  but  adding  a  word  more  than  was  necessary 
to  express  my  meaning,  be  came  to  me  two  hours  after  turning  in,  with 
word  that  he  was  all  ready  for  a  start,  and  away  we  went  at  eleven  oelock 
at  night,  but  as  the  road  was  good,  I  neither  regretted  our  short  rest  or 
speedy  start.  We  passed  through  the  Arrogo-Grande  which  is  now  nothing 
but  a  dry  bed,  but  in  the  rainy  season  a  turbid  dangerous  stream,  a  barrier 
to  all  travelers  on  this  road  We  met  a  large  body  of  Militia  going  to  the 
parade  ground,  at  Malambo  all  mounted  on  jackasses.  At  Soladad,  two 
leagues  further  on  we  saw  a  large  battalion  of  the  same  kind  of  troops, 
under  review  and  dull  It  is  two  leagues  from  here  to  Barranquilla, 
where  we  arrived  about  halt  jast  ei^ht  u  clock,  A.  M.,  fatigued,  hungry 
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and  sleepy,  haviDg  traveled  thirty-nine  milea  without  stoppage.  The 
same  ride  by  day  would  have  been  impracticable  from  the  heat  of  the  sun. 

The  guide  took  us  up  to  the  most  elegant  bouse  I  have  seen  in  South 
America  with  its  many  trees  for  use  and  ornament  as  Cocoa,  and  Tama- 
rind ;  after  dismounting  the  baggage  he  was  off,  which  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  premises. 

The  dwelling  is  built  of  stone,  with  a  terraced  roof  from  which  there  is 
a  fine  view  of  the  river  Magdalena,  of  the  distant  snow-capped  mountains 
of  San  Martha  with  its  white  peak  19000  feet  above  the  sea,  the  village 
and  surrounding  country.  The  front  of  the  building  is  of  a  chaste  con- 
struction covered  with  white  cenieat,  the  rooms  five  in  number  are  twelve 
or  fourteen  feet  high  with  stone  floors  —  cool  and  airy  —  there  is  no  second 
story.  I  was  asking  three  or  four  slaves  whohad  come  out  to  get  a  sight 
of  mo,  where  Serior  Glen  lived,  when  the  guide  returned  and  Edward  Glen 
with  him,  who  cordially  welcomed  me  to  his  house.  "  You  are  home  now," 
says  my  old  friend,  "  I  will  have  your  things  put  away  and  then  for  break- 
fast." After  which  he  showed  me  to  my  apartments,  where  I  found  a 
bath  ready  and  my  hammock  swung,  I  soon  passed  through  the  first,  and 
then  into  the  second  where  a  comfortable  snooze  carried  oif  all  the  effects 
of  my  fattgue- 

The  Glens  live  in  grand  style,  with  three  or  four  blacks  to  wait  on  the 
table  and  two  or  three  in  tlie  kitchen.  Edward  has  engaged  a  young  man 
to  give  me  lessons  in  Spanish,  to  commence  tomorrow  and  in  all  probabil- 
ity I  will  remain  here  till  John  Glen  comes  over.  J.  am  anxious  to  see 
him  again,  as  he  undoubtedly  will  bring  home  letters.  Barranquilla  is  a 
large  village  containing  about  3000  inhabitants.  The  houses  are  not  as 
compact,  nor  are  the  streets  as  regularly  laid  out  as  most  of  the  Colom- 
bian villages  are,  yet  the  place  looks  well,  a  number  of  tasty  mansions, 
belonging  to  foreigners,  built  of  stone  cemented  over  aad  white-washed, 
of  which  Glen's  is  the  most  conspicuous,  adds  together  with  its  orna- 
mental trees  to  the  beauty  of  tlie  place. 

A  branch  of  the  Magdalena  running  past  here  empties  in  the  sea  at 
Sanvanilla  seven  leagues  off ;  the  water  is  sufficiently  deep  to  bear  away 
loaded  vessels  of  60  tons,  a  number  of  which  belonging  Co  the  Gleus  are 
constantly  employed  by  them  in  transporting  goods  up  the  river  and  along 
the  sea  coast.  The  larger  boats  are  built  of  various  kinds  of  timber  in 
the  strongest  manner  ;  the  knees  are  stout  and  the  seams  are  well  caulked. 
The  smaller  sizes  are  from  20  to  80  feet  long  and  from  2  to  8  feet  wide  j 
they  are  all  flat  bottomed.  These  boats  are  propelled  in  absence  of  a  fair 
wind  by  the  Boga  or  boatmen's  long  setting  pole,  with  a  fork  at  the  end 
to  prevent  its  sinking  too  deep  in  the  mud.  I  need  not  ask  you  to  write 
by  every  packet,  for  you  must  be  aware  of  the  loneliness  of  my  situation 
here  till  the  language  becomes  familiar,  and  can  judge  of  my  anxiety  to 
hear  of  every  little  circumstance  connected  with  home,  every  letter  will 
be  a  treasure  to  mo. 

I  leave  this  with  Edward  Glen  in  a  week's  time  on  a  visit  to  St.  Martha, 
distance  30  leagues,  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  after  reaching  Bogota,  will 
have  sailed  all  of  the  navigable  Magdalena  River.  I  shall  write  you 
again  before  leaving  this  to  join  General  Harrison,  which  will  go  over  in 
the  packet  that  brings  John  Glen  ;  this  leaves  by  the  vessel  that  I  camo 
in.  Your  letters  after  the  receipt  of  this,  should  be  directed  to  Bogota. 
I  wrote  to  Gen.  Harrison  from  Carthagena  of  my  wish  to  remain  here 
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aometiine,  expressing,  however,  mj  readiiiess  to  joio  liim  sooner  than  I 
had  contemplated  if  he  required  it,  and  now  I  hold  myself  prepared  to 
"  pack  up  my  tatters,"  at  a  moment's  warning.  I  am  careful  of  my  health, 
but  fear  no  difficulties  nor  the  climate.  The  only  news  that  I  could  glean 
here  and  at  Carthagena  is,  that  there  are  more  persons  concerned  in  the 
late  disturbances  at  Bogota  than  was  at  first  snpposed,  the  arrests  are  still 
goinj;  on  ;  a  person  was  committed  to  prison  the  day  before  yesterday  in 
Carthageua.  Popayan  is  in  a  state  of  commotion,  the  Capital  in  the 
hands  of  the  rebels,  Bolivar  with  the  Soatliern  division  of  tbe  Army  is 
marching  down  to  defeat  them,  while  the  Peravians  in  large  force  are 
hastening  to. their  assistance.  500  men  left  Carthagena,  a  Few  days  since, 
to  join  the  Liberator.  All  this  makes  the  timely  arrival  of  General 
Harrison  at  Bogota,  a  very  desirable  thing  to  the  Americans  in  this  un- 
settled Country. 

In  traveling  through  this  new,  wild  and  comparatively  unknown  coun- 
try, I  keep  a  Journal  of  which  my  letters  home  are,  in  nil  important  points 
a  copy  ;  if  they  are  preserved,  they  may  be  amusing  hereafter  and  perhaps 
useful  in  case,  that  by  accident,  the  original  should  be  lost.  Perhaps  you 
will  think  it  a  meagie  joiirnal,  but  it  is  a  task  never  before  attempted  by 
me,  and  I  think  or  at  least  hope  the  numbers  will  improve.  I  will  en- 
deavor at  all  events  to  be  more  systematical  and  connected.  Long  letters 
will  keep  up  my  acquaintance  with  my  mother  tongue,  otherwise  I  might 
stand  a  chance  of  losing  all  knowledge  of  it,  since  tbe  Spanish  language 
now  engrosses  all  my  attention ;  by  the  way,  it  is  quite  as  easy  for  me  to 
acquire  as  I  anticipated,  the  pronounciation  is  tbe  most  difficult  part.  I 
must  now  close,  having —  as  I  hope  you  will  in  writing  to  me  —  filled 
my  paper.  I  can  only  get  letters  from  across  the  ocean  once  a  month, 
then  all  write,  Edward  Glen  is  a  fine,  noble  fellow ;  lie  says  and  also 
does  Oato  that  I  must  not  forget  them  in  writing  to  those  at  home. 

Remember  me  to  all.     Wishing  each  one  a  very  Happy  New  ¥ear  and 


iny  of  them. 


Most  truly  and  sincerely  yom 


General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M. 

Albany,  New  York.     Kstado  lluidos  del  Norte. 
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Gen.  Van  Sentselaer  to  his  Son. 
My  dear  Rensselaer,  Albany  January  18,  1829, 

Glen  sails  in  a  few  days  by  whom  I  send  this,  I  have  procured  jour 
Commission  and  inclose  it.  I  have  also  a  tin  bos  containing  your 
masonic  diplomas  from  the  encampment  at  Hudson,  this  I  will  send  down 
to  New  York  if  1  find  a  chance. 

Charles  E.  Dudley  is  appointed  a  Senator  to  CongreSB. 

Governor  Van  Buren's  trouble  is  commenoing ;  he  is  very  friendly  to 
me.  He  was  at  the  Jackson  dinner  and,  although  mj  seat  was  some  dis- 
tance from  him,  he  asked  nje  to  drink  wine  with  him  and  the  same  evening 
at  the  ball  was  very  sociable  with  me. 

Chauncey  Humphry,  Stiliwell,  Dr.  Staats  and  Mahar  are  candidates 
for  my  office,  poor  fellows  tbey  are  ridiculed  and  laughed  at ;  their  leadets, 
as  I  am  toid,  do  not  wish  for  a  change,  but  I  shall  not  trust  to  appear- 
ances. About  the  last  of  February  I  intend  to  visit  Washington  and 
trust  to  my  own  strength  and  influence  with  the  old  Hero.  1  may  also 
be  of  service  to  my  good  friend  Gen.  Harrison.  I  shall  at  least  know 
what  he  has  to  espect,  oppose  any  measure  that  may  be  hostile  to  him  and 
write  the  result  to  him,  from  thai  place.  As  they  ail  write  I  have  little 
more  to  say  than  to  remind  you  that  you  are  now  thrown,  as  I  was,  upon 
the  world  ;  you  have  powerful  friends  to  push  you  along  by  their  influence, 
but  all  must  now  depend  upon  yourself.  To  high  Heaven  I  commit  yoa, 
and  trust  that  jou  inay  be  a  credit  to  your  name  and  Country  is  the  prayer 
of  your  affectionate  father,  SoL.  Van  Hensselaer. 


Dear  Rensselaer,  my  heart  says  Amen  to  the  prayer  of  yi 
Father,  so  I  will  only  add,  my  greatest  desire  is  that  you  will  be  guidecl 
by  the  dictates  of  the  Third  Chapter  of  Proverbs.  Take  good  care  of 
Cato.     May  God  bless  and  preserve  jou  prays  your  Mother. 

Aeriet  Van  Rensselaer. 

Col  RcDS.  Van  Rensselaer,  Bogota,  S.  A. 


CHAPTER  XXn. 

South  American  Letters  Contintted. 

Senasdaer  Van  Benmela&r  to  Ms  Father. 

Dear  Father,  Barranquilla,  Feb,  6,  1829. 

You  see  that  I  have  given  this  letter  a  number  3,  which  will  be  done 
to  all  the  tegular  ones  I  write  home,  it  is  a  hint  taken  from  Carter 
Harrison,  by  it  you  will  know  if  any  miscarry.  I  have  sent  you  one 
from  Carthagena,  one  from  here  and  one  from  Santa  Martha,  the  last  is 
considered  a  kind  of  supplement  to  the  others  and  not  counted  a  r^alar 
one.     I  have  been  waiting  the  last  fortnight  with  much  anxiety  to  hear 
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from  home,  as  the  January  Packet  from  the  U.  8.  should  have  been  here 
then,  it  has  not  yet  arrived  and  hardly  knew  how  to  account  for  its  long 
passage.  We  have  bad  some  tempestuous  weather  here  lately;  a 
schooner's  wreck  with  sailor's  hats,  &g,,  was  driven  ashore  on  the  ooast 
near  this  three  weeks  since.  The  frigate  Colombia,  which  had  taken  to 
harbor  in  Santa  Martha,  was  obliged  to  cut  loose  her  ibur  heavy  anchors 
and  stand  out  to  sea,  to  avoid  going  to  pieces  on  the  breakers  towards 
which  she  was  driving  in  spite  of  all.  She  has  since  made  the  port  of 
Oarthagena  good  again.  I  hope  that  John  Qlen's  vessel  has  waited  for 
the  December  packet  &om  this,  if  she  has,  a  dangerous  gale  has  been 
avoided;  but  if  she  left  at  the  regular  time  I  should  hardly  think  she 
would  reach  her  pla«e  of  destination.  I  shall  rem^n  here  eight  or  ten  days 
more,  and  then  go  on  at  all  events.  Edward  G-len  does  every  thing  to  make 
my  residence  here  pleasant,  the  fact  of  my  staying  so  long  is  evidence  of  it, 
but  still  I  want  to  be  at  Bogota  as  soon  as  possible.  Since  my  arrival 
have  been  chiefly  employed  in  studying  the  language,  my  proficiency  is 
so  great  that  I  have  but  little  difficulty  in  reading  it,  howfever  my  Yankee 
and  French  brogue  in  a  measure  prevent  my  understanding  and  being 
understood  when  speaking,  yet  I  am  well  satisfied  with  my  pr<^ress. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  ult.  I  went  with  Sefior  Diego  De  Castro,  a 
fine  young  man  —  the  chief  clerk  of  Mr.  G-len,  to  Santa  Martha.  We 
left  this  in  one  of  Glen's  bungo  about  3  o'clock  a.  m.  Our  bogador  was 
a  good  one,  he  sent  us  along  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour ;  our  passage, 
a  north  east  course,  was  through  the  chain  of  canos  or  creeks  and  lakes 
(between  the  Island  Salamanca  and  the  mainland)  one  of  the  latter  is  21 
miles  long  and  is  called  Cienega  De  Santa  Marta.  The  land  on  the  banks 
■was  generally  too  low  and  flat  to  admit  of  cultivation  ;  but  within  8  or  10 
miles  of  Barranquilla  we  would  occasionally  pass  a  rosa  or  plantation  of  - 
plantains,  paw-paws  and  sugar  cane,  but  excepting  these,  the  ground  is 
covered  with  large  trees  of  which  the  Mangrove  is  the  most  numerous. 
The  water  on  this  route  is  covered  with  ducks,  awans,  herons,  gulls,  croco- 
diles, and  the  bittern,  which  stalks  among  the  leeds  with  its  long  legs 
and  neck  or  feeding  upon  fish,  it  makes  a  most  singular  booming  ory. 
The  land  is  covered  with  a  large  headed  red  monkey,  foxes,  turkeys,  the 
uoeturnal  guacharocas,  plovers,  snipe,  other  water  and  land  birds  of  every 
color  and  description  ;  not  forgetting  the  many  parrots  of  brilliant  plumage, 
with  their  hooked  bill  climbing  the  trees  in  every  direction.  These  forests 
are  also  filled  with  tigers,  deer,  wild  hogs,  armadillos  which  when  attacked 
roll  themselves  up  like  a  ball,  ant  eaters,  &o.  There  is  no  great  variety 
in  the  scenery  along  this  water  route,  but  on  all  the  low  ground  incapable 
of  tillage,  the  evergreen  Mangrove  tree  with  its  dense  foliage,  excluding 
all  other  kinds,  stands  thick  and  high  quite  to  the  water's  edge  rooting  in 
the  mud,  perfect  forests. 

Where  the  land  is  tillable  every  variety  of  trees  flourish  in  great  luxu- 
riance, the  very  largest  bearing  beautiful  flowers  at  certain  seasons ;  even 
now  although  many  of  the  trees  have  dropped  their  leaves,  yet  the  number 
of  evergreens  are  so  great  that  the  forests  are  perpetually  green  and  the 
aromatic  odor  of  the  blooming  ones  is  delightful.  The  cultivated  spots 
are  "  few  and  far  between."  We  passed  about  five  or  six  rosas  or  plan- 
tations and  (A^  are  quite  small;  the  largest  containing  about  fifteen 
acres.  The  one  at  which  we  stopped  after  daylight  to  cook  sancocko,  to 
last  us  through  the  day,  was  in  fine  order.  The  plantain  and  banana  trees 
grow  in  straight  rows,  the  large  clusters  of  fruit  hanging  on  all;  they 
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Btand  about  eiglit  or  ten  feet  apart ;  the  plantains  are  best  when  boiled  or 
roasted  and  quite  palatable,  but  the  bananas  have  a  more  esquisitely,  liia- 
eioua  taste,  and  are  eaten  raw,  though  sraalJei  they  are  of  the  same  species. 
The  trees  which  produce  them  are  of  soft  pithy  nature  growing  eight  or 
twelve  feet  high,  after  once  bearing  thej  are  out  down ;  the  suckers  that 
spring  up  from  its  roots  are  suffered  to  grow  up  and  bear,  after  which  they 
are  served  in  a  similar  manner.  The  glossy  leaves  are  about  six  feet  long 
and  one  foot  wide  —  the  fruit  is  four  or  more  inches  long  and  over  an  inch 
in  diameter,  covered  with  a  thiok  peel.  The  pap4yo  or  papaw-tree  grows 
eomething  like  the  plantain,  bearing  a  very  sweet  fruit  resembling  our 
musk-melon  ;  it  differs  from  the  plantain  in  bearing  perlodioally,  whereas 
plantain  produces  fruit  from  some  one  or  other  of  the  trees  all  the  year 
round.  Water  and  musk-melons  can  be  and  are  raised  here  with  a  little 
care,  as  well  as  salads  and  other  vegetables  so  as  to  have  a  constant  supply, 
but  the  natives  never  think  of  replanting  till  the  old  crop  is  exhausted. 

The  Juea  a  kind  of  potato  but  more  tasteless,  the  jams  ditto  are  here 
raised  as  well  as  corn,  and  sugar  cane ;  the  two  last  are  soarcely  distin- 
guished from  one]another  when  growing.  The  process  of  planting  here  is 
very  simple,  a  hole  is  made  in  the  ground  the  proper  depth,  the  seed 
dropped  in,  covered  and  then  left  to  itself;  it  would  be  a  novelty  here  to 
Bee  a  hoe  or  any  other  instrument  with  which  to  mellow  the  ground ;  they 
have  not  the  least  idea  of  a  systematic  mode  of  husbandry. 

I  missed  a  great  deal  of  fine  sport  by  not  having  my  gun  with  me,  for 
the  game  was  very  plentiful,  and  it  is  seldom  or  never  disturbed  by  the 
natives ;  it  is  quite  tame  suffering  us  to  pass  directly  under  them.  It  was 
very  aggravating  to  be  so  near  the  wild  turkeys  of  several  species,  some 
are  as  large  as  our  domestic  ones,  others  smaller,  the  least  about  the  size 
of  the  bantam  fowl.  Large  white,  grey  and  blue  cranes  are  very  plentiful 
and  tame,  now  and  then  a  grey  fos,  or  an  alligator  would  show  themselves 
close  by  us.  The  only  disturbance  we  met  with  was  on  the  water  from 
the  mosquitoes,  if  they  are  not  as  large  as  ours,  their  numbers  supply  the 
deficiency,  perfect  plagues.  When  in  the  larger  lakes  we  spread  our  little 
sail,  if  the  wind  proved  fair;  but  as  that  was  generally  against  us  the  boat- 
man was  obliged  to  set  us  along  with  a  pole  for  they  never  use  the  paddle 
unless  in  deep  water.  Twelve  o'clock  at  night  we  arrived  at  Peublo-Viejo, 
we  anchored  in  the  lake  and  spreading  out  our  mats  on  the  bottom  of  the 
boat  slept  soundly  till  day ;  then  we  landed  at  the  dirty  little  Indian  village 
standing  on  a  neck  of  land  between  the  lake  of  Santa  Martha  and  the  sea. 
We  were  terribly  annoyed  by  the  sand  flies,  their  numbers  here  are  very 
great,  and  until  an  hour  or  two  of  their  society  had  made  mo  a  little  ac- 
customed to  their  ways,  I  found  them  almost  insupportable,  they  are  the 
first  I  had  seen. 

This  is  65  miles  from  Barranquilla ;  we  now  hired  horses  preferring  that 
mode  of  going  the  remaining  part  of  the  route,  to  the  difficulty  of  proceed- 
ing by  sea  in  the  open  canoe  around  some  very  dangerous  points.  One 
miles  ride  brought  us  to  the  village  of  Gieoega  another  Indian  site,  it  was 
formerly  a  fine  town  but  is  now  a  wretched  place.  It  was  the  scene  of  a 
famous  battle  during  the  revolution  between  the  Patriots  under  Genh 
Montillo,  and  the  Iloyal  Indians ;  the  latter  were  beaten  and  their  village 
burnt  to  the  ground. 

Our  ride  from  here  to  the  hamlet  of  Gaira  —  sis  leagues,  is  mostly  on 
the  sea  beach,  excepting  in  some  few  places  where  the  passage  around 
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some  of  h    h    d  too  hazardous,  there  we  are  obliged  to  leave  the 

beach,  and  h    agh  tortuoua,  difficult,  and  narrow  defiles  over  the 

poiots  of  h    h  S     Martha.     These  hills  rise  up  very  abruptly,  close 

from  the  a  h  h  ght  of  from  6  to  1200  feet  and  nearly  barren,  the 
trees  be  m  d     ery  scarce.     The  Snow  mountains  that  we  saw 

from  sea  ick  in  the  interior.     Between  G-aira  and  Santa 

Martha,  w  on  p  t,  those  hills  are  crossed  over,  but  before  reaching 
the  piao  wh  h  h  aacent  begins,  you  go  through  a  narrow  vale  where, 
without     h       h    f  he  mid-day  sun  beat  vertically  down  upon  us  in 

full  stre  g  h  wh  h  white  sand  below  reflecting  back  such  au  over- 
powering, heat  gave  us  a  pretty  fair  idea  of  the  vigor  of  the  Sun  when  in 
the  zenith.  I  thought  it  hot  enough  to  roast  a  large  roaaA  a-la-mode-heef 
in  ten  minutes,  and  much  feared  part  of  my  under  lip  was  baked.  I  never 
enjoyed  the  fresh  breeze  so  much  as  I  did  after  leaving  those  sultry  vales ; 
as  we  rose  from  the  lower  regions  to  the  upper  ones  the  pure  air  and  fine 
prospect  enlivened  us  and  horses  so  much,  that  it  enabled  us  to  pass 
swiftly  through  a  similar  valley,  on  the  other  side,  without  feeling  the 
eflects  of  the  heat  so  sensibly.  A  prettv  little  stream  from  the  hills  to- 
gether with  the  bracing  sea  gales  made  the  remaining  half  mile  to  the 
city  very  pleasant.  We  were  delighted  with  the  prospectas  we  halted  on 
the  top  of  the  hills,  perhaps  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  but  it 
would  be  better  still  if  the  lands  were  as  well  cultivated  below  as  they  are 
under  Mt.  Holyoke  or  Catskill.  But  the  ground  is  all  in  a  state  of  nature ; 
its  tenants  are  fierce  tigers,  deer,  foses  &c.  Santa  Martha  is  situated  in 
a  sort  of  an  amphitheatre  formed  by  the  surrounding  hills,  the  inhabitants 
get  a  good  supply  of  fresh  hill  water  from  the  pretty  rivulet  which  empties 
into  the  sea  near  it.  The  City  is  about  one-fourth  the  size  of  Carthageua, 
the  houses  have  the  same  heavy  effect  as  those  of  that  seaport  but  not  in 
so  great  a  degree  ;  they  are  mostly  one  storied,  built  of  brick  or  stone  with 
veranda.  Santa  Martha  is  not  a  walled  town  but  there  are  heavy  batteries 
at  the  two  Forts  for  its  protection  ;  one  on  a  high  bluffy  island,  the  other 
on  the  main  shore  on  the  beach  ;  vessels  pass  on  either  side  of  the  island 
to  enter  the  harbor.  There  was  but  one  vessel  in  when  I  was  there,  a 
schooner  from  Boston.     I  gave  her  captain  a  letter  for  home. 

It  was  about  2  o'clock  p,  M.,  when  wo  arrived  here  where  we  remained 
till  the  nest  day  at  5  P.  M.  After  dining  twice  with  the  family  of  Sefior 
Mioio  and  breakfasting  ouee  with  Mr.  Severs  the  U.  S.  Consul,  we  started 
homeward;  our  journey  being  principally  in  the  night,  by  moonlight, 

,s  cool  and  pleasant.     Although  Peublo-Viejo,  where  we  left  our  boats, 

3  did  cot  reich  it  till  12  o'clock 

1  mb    k    g     g      d 
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the  trip.  I  ride  out  occasionally  with  Kdward  Glen  which  has  made  the 
geographical  situation  of  this  section  of  the  country  quite  familiar  to  me. 
Five  leagues  west  of  this  is  the  tidy  little  village  of  Gallapa  where  we 
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oneo  rode  to  dun  the  priest  for  cotton.  We  saw  oae  or  two  cotton  rosaa 
on  the  road,  they  are  badly  cultivated,  only  one  crop  is  taken  from  a  piece 
of  ground,  and  then  the  squatters  leave  it  for  another  virgin  piece.  Cotton 
and  Indigo  are  the  natural  products  of  this  sandy  country,  the  first  is 
raised  in  small  quantities,  the  last  not  at  all  in  this  province.  On  the 
20tli  went  with  my  very  good  friend  to  Savinilla  the  seaport  at  tlie  mouth 
of  this  river,  where  he  is  now  loading  a  Scotch  hrig  with  fustie  and  cotton ; 
in  going  we  passed  through  Camacho.  Laplaya  to  the  custom  house  in  the 
port  and  the  fort  at  Point  .Savinilla  terminated  our  ride.  The  Fort,  so 
called,  is  eight  leagues  from  home  and  nothing  hut  a  piece  of  ground 
leveled  at  the  mouth  of  the  port  in  a  "nod  situation  on  a  promontory 
which  not  only  comm     dh  hhbhhk  d 

a\so,  it  now  is  poor  fiddhd  dh  g 

cannon   mounted.     Cmh        dLp  wh         tshg 

dwellings  of  the  prjp  h      mm  h    d  B     k 

graze  on  the  plain  h  h  fid 

pasturage  for  the  c     or      ted  b  Www  d 

this  fort  and  were  i    h  p  g  h  m  L 

been  in  the  habit  la  p  h     C        m  H  b 

were  disappointed  i  ghmwhp  d  mhos 

officer. 

We  are  to  have  anhh  wdhp  b  pd 

of  Edward,  myself      d  whwhrsd         m  b 

scene  of  our  valorou  ta  d  h 

description  will  beadh  Ihwdh  d 

with,  great  numbers      w  d       m        m     g  wh    h  bb      h    -s 

deer  and  tigers.     T  d  h    g  d      u 

stook  —  it  is  quite  cm  hm  d  d  d  h 

booty  —  but  at  the  sight  of  a  man  they  flee  to  their  fastness  in  the  thorny 
nnderbiush  wheie  they  cannot  be  pursued  j  but  if  wounded  or  provoked 
they  defend  themselves  with  desperation  and  are  extremely  dangerous. 
I  was  much  amused  with  the  result  of  a  contest  between  one  of  these 
tigers  and  i  full  grown  buck  negro.  The  point  of  contention  was  a  oalf 
la  charge  of  the  negro  :  it  appears  that  the  depredator  impelled  by  severe 
hunger  could  not  lesist  the  passing  opportunity  of  a  fine  fat  yearling,  but 
immediately  reveising  his  usual  time  for  such  operations,  left  his  mid-day 
lair  for  the  onslaught.  The  coveted  prey  was  soon  on  bis  back,  and  the 
Tictor  marehinf.  off  in  triumph,  when  the  pursuing  negro  seized  the  bellow- 
ing victim  by  one  of  his  hind  legs,  upon  which  a  trial  of  strength  —  last- 
ing some  minutes,  took  place  between  the  two  champions.  The  four  legged 
hero  finding  his  course  impeded  by  the  woolly  headed  Sambo,  released  his 
captive  to  beat  off  the  intruder.  His  first  charge  or  leap  was  a  gallant  one, 
and  Cufiee's  story  would  have  been  a  short  and  dismal  one,  hut  that 
fortunately  he  had  a  quick  eye,  strong  arm,  and  the  circumstance  of  his 
having  a  blunderbuss  in  his  left  hand  occurring  to  him  at  the  moment  (a 
thing  it  appears  he  had  entirely  forgotten^  which  he  presented,  in  the 
TJgor  of  desperation  to  the  breast  of  the  raging  tiger,  with  sich  effect  that 
both  recoiled  back  s  m  f  t  th  t  y  ble  damage  to  either.  From 
the  attitude  of  each  f  tb  b  11  g  ts  n  w,  it  seemed  as  if  both  had 
acquired  a  formidabl  p  n  f  th  p  w  s  of  the  other  as  a  result  of 
the  last  attack.     Th    t  t    d       wl         m  nously  and  shewing  his  teeth 

at  the  disappointm  nt     th  tem     t  wh  ch  had   for  the   time  being 

usurped  the  place  of  f        n  th  t  tb    first  danger  of  his  calf,  now 
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left  him  and  for  the  first  time  he  realized  his  own  peril.  He  has  a  gun 
it  is  trne  bat  he  scarcely  knows  its  use ;  and  as  he  turns  to  flee,  the 
treacherous  tiger  perceiving  the  intention  makes  another  spring  at  him, 
»nd  the  affrighted  black  levels,  this  time  fires  and  by  a  miracle  shot  true, 
the  whole  charge  of  slugs  passing  directly  through  the  heart  of  the  monster. 
The  scene  of  this  action  was  on  the  island  of  Gomer  opposite  and  one  mile 
from  BarranquilJa.  The  slave  is  owned  by  Seaor  Antoaio  Mendoza  who 
keeps  Mr,  Grlen's  cattle ;  the  head  of  the  ferocious  animal  which  I  saw 

One  more  instance  occurred  in  that  vicinity  during  my  stay,  of  a  tiger's 
being  successsfully  encountered,  single  handed  and  that  loo  by  a  gallant 
boy  of  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  was  out  with  his  jackass  for  wood  hav- 
ing with  him  only  a  lance ;  while  engaged  in  loading  his  beast,  hearing 
his  two  little  curs  bark,  he  looked  round  and  perceived  a  large  tigress 
descending  a  gigantic  tree  which  stood  near  him.  With  the  decision  of  a 
man  he  ran  with  his  lance  and  pierced  her  through  before  she  could  reach 
the  ground,  and  then  went  to  discover  the  object  of  the  dogs'  attack  ;  it 
was  a  half  grown  cub,  which  after  a  furious  conflict  yielded  itself  prisoner 
to  the  young  Nimrod,  The  boy's  father  proved  himself  a  brute  by  kill- 
ing the  cub  and  flogging  the  lad  for  what  he  termed  his  temerity.  The 
hides  of  both  the  tigress  and  her  cub  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Edward 
S.  Glen.  The  dvoad  of  those  tigeri  appear  to  he  almost  universal,  I  never 
could  make  up  a  party  to  hunt  them  for  love  or  money,  I  once  went  out 
alone  for  six  or  eight  hours  but  without  any  sncceis.  The  extreme  dull- 
ness of  Barranquilla  which  I  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  testing  whilst 
waiting  three  months,  gave  me  plenty  of  fime  for  study,  writing  and 
gunning.  The  paucity  of  game,  among  the  shrubs  of  the  sandy  plains  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood,  compelled  me,  in  the  pursuit  of  my  favorite 
amusement,  to  cross  the  Magdalena  where  in  the  vicinity  of  Mr,  Glen's 
"  rosa  "  the  greatest  number  of  ducks  of  the  teal  species,  enliven  the 
numerous  lagoons  of  the  Savanna  groves,  together  with  plover,  snipes,  &e. 
Thero  I  would  frequently  hie  to  pass  an  idle  hour ;  the  beauty  of  the 
grove  was  enchanting  and  the  freshness  of  the  sea-breeze  waited  over  the 
little  lakes  destroyed  all  the  baneful  influence  of  the  midday  sun.  The 
rich  bed  of  grass,  with  which  the  whole  plain  was  covered,  afforded  the 
sportsman  a  fine  opportunity  of  approaching  unperceived  as  near  the  flocks 
of  devoted  ducks  as  he  could  desire,  one  or  two  shots  generally  gave  Cato 
and  myself  as  much  of  a  load  as  we  wished  to  carry  a  mile  to  the  river. 
This  place  was  visited  regularly  twice  or  thrice  a  week  for  a  month  or 
two,  and  every  time  with  success,  but  at  length  a  little  adventure  occurred 
which  induced  me,  through  motives  of  caution  to  discontinue  my  visits  to 
that  fascinating  spot. 

Being  one  day  intent  upon  getting  in  a  favorable  position  for  a  fair  shot 
at  a  fine  large  flock  of  ducks,  and  crawling  as  usual  in  the  grass  nearer 
the  pond  in  which  they  sported,  when  almost  within  the  desired  distance, 
I  was  surprised  and  alarmed  by  the  sudden  agitation  of  the  grass  under 
my  "  all/ours."  Withdrawing  my  attention  from  the  ducks  to  discover 
the  cause,  imagine  my  horror  at  discovering  a  very  large  snake  directly 
under  me.  The  ducks  of  course  were,  at  the  moment,  forgotten,  and  my 
first  idea  was  to  shoot  the  reptile  but  simultaneously  Gate's  machete  or 
chopping  knife  occurred  to  me,  for  which  I  called  and  saved  my  ammuai- 
tion.  Whilst  Cato  was  approaching  Jfrom  the  distance  with  his  weapon, 
the  snake  was  making  off,  but   I  followed  to  keep  him  in  sight,  till  Oat« 
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came  up.  The  serpent  tten  stopped  avid  threw  tiinself  in  attitude  for 
battle;  a  more  threatening  object  dould  scarce  preseatitaelf*.  Aboutthree 
feet  of  its  length  protruded  above  the  grass;  its  fiery  eye,  the  brandishing 
of  its  forked  tongue  with  the  quick  opening  and  shatting  of  its  ponderous 
jaws  proclaimed  its  deadly  rage.  Oato  made  one  mia-biow  with  the 
maohete,  the  snake  darted  at  him  in  return  with  like  success.  I  then  took 
the  tool  myself  and  was  lucky  enough  to  sever  the  head  from  its  body  at 
the  first  stroke.  The  color  was  a  beautiful  rich  cream  oolor,  studded  over 
with  small  gloeay  black  spots;  it  measured  eight  feet,  and  I  afterwards 
learned  that  its  bite  is  deadly  and  incurable.  How  I  escaped  touching  it 
in  passing  over  him  on  my  hands  and  knees  is  a  mystery  to  me,  he  thea 
was  basking  in  the  sun  and  probably  sleeping;  if  I  had  unfortunately 
touched  him,  one  bite  would  have  told  my  story.  The  danger  at  al!  events 
was  too  apparent  for  me  as  a  prudent  person  to  expose  myself  to  a  like 
hazard  the  second  time ;  I  never  went  there  for  ducks  again. 

On  February  1.5th  Edward  received  a  letter  from  his  brother  John 
dated  "  New  York  Dee.  24th,"  in  which  he  states  his  intention  of  retura- 
ing  by  way  of  St.  Thomas  and  Jamaica;  this  letter  came  via.  Chagres,  but 
does  not  lesson  my  apprehensions  for  his  sal'ety,  as  he  has  had  time  to  ac- 
complish all,  but  is  not  yet  here.  As  Edward  thinks  that  John  will 
certainly  go  on  immediately  to  Bogota  after  his  return,  and  being  so 
urgent  that  I  shall  wait  for  his  arrival,  I  will  now  remain  till  the  Febru- 
ary packet  from  New  York  arrives.  February  'Z&rd.  I  was  this  day  ex- 
tremely gratified  by  the  receipt  of  an  answer  to  my  letter  from  Carthagena , 
of  Dec.  25th  to  General  Harrison.  His  letter  dated  Bogota  Feb.  7tli  says  : 
"  Upon  my  arrival  hero  evening  before  last  I  received  yours  &o."  Ho 
mentions  that  his  lurnitare  had  not  yet  arrived  and  of  course  had  not  yet 
commenced  houBekeepmp,  he  concludes  with  If  this  letter  should  find 
you  still  at  Edrrnnquilla  yoa  can  use  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  time 
of  your  departure  Whenever  you  do  c  me  it  will  gue  me  much  pleasure 
to  receive  you  as  t!  e  son  ot  an  old  and  h  gbly  value!  friend."  That  let- 
ter has  confirmeJ  n  e  in  my  intention  of  remaining  some  time  longer  here, 
for  the  sake  of  John  trlen  s  company  up  the  river  The  General's  letter 
of  which  the  above  is  the  substance  suits  me  exactly ;  his  remark  about 
his  furniture  iB  intended  to  give  me  an  idea  of  hia  as  yet  unsettled  state, 
and  is  as  I  take  it  an  ndirect  way  of  aayin„  he  is  not  yet  ready  to  receive 
me,  but  notwithstanding  he  will  be  ^lad  to  see  me  for  your  sake  at  any 

March  Ard  Elward  Glen  list  eveninf,  reeened  a  package  of  letters 
from  his  triends  at  hon  e  by  the  brig  Me  1  ni  wh  ch  left  hia  brother  at 
St.  Domingo  and  is  now  in  '•anta  Martha  Our  fears  are  now  at  an  end 
respecting  John  Glen  he  will  gi  to  Jamaica  i  et  le  he  returns.  I  am  in 
hopes  of  he  ring  from  our  Consul  at  Carthagena  in  reply  to  mine,  regard- 
ing Gen.  Hairisons  furniture  still  detained  in  the  Custom  House  for 
duty,  if  my  information  is  correct  I  shall  put  it  in  a  train  to  be  sent  on 
before  I  leive  this  It  fakes  two  months  f  r  heavy  or  bulky  articles  to 
reach  Bogota  from  Carthagena  therefore  my  waiting  will  be  out  of  the 
question.  The  war  with  Peru  is  no  more  it  died  a  natural  death  after 
her  vessels  had  been  rcpuhed  in  an  attempt  against  Guayaquil  and  a  few 
companies  of  her  troops  were  beaten  on  land  by  a  similar  number  of 
Colombians.  The  insurrection  at  Popayan  headed  by  a  discontented  Colonel 
has  also  been  quashed.  The  Country  is  tranquil  and  its  affairs  evidently 
Improving,  a  proof  of  which  is  that  a  certain  proportion  of  its  Exchequer 
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bills  are  receivable  aow  at  the  Cuatom  House  fiir  duties,  a  thing  heretofore 
not  allowed,  and  General  Bolivar's  disposition  to  facilitate  the  commercial 
intercourse  with  this  country  is  manifested  in  his  lat«  order  opening  the 
Port  of  Savinilla  for  exportation.  In  consequence  of  Edward's  pressnre 
of  business  we  have  not  been  able  to  leave  home  for  our  lion  hunt,  and 
now  as  our  preparations  for  the  jaunt  up  the  river  takes  up  all  our  time, 
we  will  be  obliged  to  lay  that  resolution  on  the  table.  John  &len  has 
arrived  but  having  touched  at  Jamaica,  in  hia  passage,  he  sent  my  letters 
on  by  the  N.  Y.  packet  and  I  now  have  the  mortification  and  disappoint- 
ment to  know  they  have  gone  on  to  Bogota.  My  exposure  to  the  climate 
and  the  Sun  has  been  frequent  and  intentional ;  after  landing  I  used 
muoh  caution  in  going  out  scarcely  ever  without  my  nmbrella,  but  aa  I 
became  more  and  more  inured  was  less  guarded,  and  now  I  foel  as  safe  in 
■venturing  abroad  without  any  extraordinary  precautions  as  most  of  the 
natives.  The  only  indisposition  of  any  kind  that  I  have  experienced  here , 
was  a  slight  headache  at  Santa  Martha  after  crossing  its  hills  and  confined 
vales,  but  an  half  hour's  nap  made  me  strong  as  ever,  and  now  look  for- 
ward to  my  passage  np  the  river  with  pleasure. 

What  an  agreeable  diversity  I  will  experience  in  relaxation  from  study 
while  going  with  the  windings  of  the  River  Magdalena  a  distance  of  eighty 
miles  aod  new  objects  ooostantly  unfolded  to  my  vision.  This  journey  is 
8D  every  day  occurrence  with  Merchants,  from  several  of  whom  I  have  ob- 
tained much  valuable  information  in  regard  to  this  rout;  which  together 
with  the  assistance  of  my  good  friend  Edward  have  made  myself  familiar 
with  all  the  requisites  for  it,  and  am  now  amply  provided  with  every 
necessary  and  many  lusuries  for  the  trip.  My  boat  is  good  and  I  have 
three  of  Glen's  best  men  to  man  it,  Oato  and  myself  have  mats,  muaquito- 
bara  Ac ;  the  awning  of  the  boat  is  manufactured  of  leaves,  impervious  to 
sun  or  rain.  Not  having  Eoglish  or  Americans  aboard  save  Cato,  will  be 
an  advantage  to  my  Spanish  for  my  crew  speak  no  other  language-  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising  Cato  with  the  broad-sword,  by  which 
I  have  not  only  made  a  pretty  good  swordsman  of  him,  but  improved  my 

own  knowledge  of  '■""   "'" ''  ■"  " — implishment 

here,  as  every  nat  long  knife, 

without  it  he  couli  rush  of  tho 

forest ;  besides  th'  and  spade, 

being  therefore  an  t  is  not  at  all 

extraordinary  thai  0   generally 

wearing  them,sho  unfavorable 

impression  of  thei:  ■  long  beard 

of  some  of  these  f  interpart  of 

what  Fancy  would  i.     The  fact 

of  the  weapon  bei  d  to  destroy 

the  image.  I  have  often  when  passing  tiiem  at  nigiit  had  a  pistol  out  ready 
for  an  emergency,  but  I  have  never  bad  a  cross  word  or  look  from  any  of 
them  ;  on  the  contrary  have  found  them  to  posesB  much  of  that  obliging 
disposition  of  our  own  backwoodsmen,  but  more  ignorant;  they  are  great 
beggara,  nor  are  they  as  strong  or  as  bravo,  the  sight  of  a  firearm  will 
scatter  a  dozen. 

Notwithstanding  the  exaggerated  accounts  that  we  had  at  home  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  Country,  originating  in  a  measure  in  the  selfishness 
of  the  resident  merohants,  I  am  well  pleased  not  only  with  tho  people,  but 
with  the  country  which  is  now  tranquil. 
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I  hope  that  a  very  few  years  will  see  me  again  on  the  banks  of  the 
bonny  Hudaon  with  a  sufficient  fortune  to  make  you  all  happy.  I  have 
just  been  informed  that  the  person  to  whom  Gen.  Harrison's  iurniture  is 
consigned  is  only  waiting  for  orders  to  forward  it,  while  the  General  is  in 
daily  expectation  of  receiving  it  and  therefore  does  not  think  of  writing ; 
under  these  circumstances  I  shall  assume  the  responsibility  of  ordering  it 
on.  I  hope  that  my  good  old  Grandmother  and  all  my  friends  are  well. 
I  suppose  Aunt  Maria  by  this  time  is  Mrs.  Jacob  8.  Glen.  Give  my  best 
Jove  to  one  and  all.  Yours  as  ever, 

Rensselaer  Van  Rensselaer. 

Genl.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany,  New  York,  North  America. 

AnArms  Jackson. 
General  Andrew  Jackson  had  a  triumphant  election  and  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1829,  an  imposing  inauguration  to  the  of&ce  of  president.  "  Seve- 
ral surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  surrounded  the  old 
hero,  when  he  took  the  oath  of  office  as  the  seventh  president  of  the 
United  States."  In  this  presidential  oontest  there  had  been  alnwat  un- 
exampled malignity  of  party  feeling  which  diaeharged  heavy  guns ;  but 
the  successful  candidate  constructed  a  cabinet  wholly  of  his  political 
friends.  "  It  was  done  with  decision,  and  then  with  inflexible  honesty,  a 
strong  will,  incorruptible  integrity,  and  audacity  which  amazed  his  friends 
and  alarmed  his  opponents,  he  began  the  administration  of  public  affairs 
with  great  vigor."  Among  the  visitors  at  Washington  was  Gen.  Van 
Rensselaer  not  only  to  be  present  at  the  inauguration,  but  also  to  meet  any 
prescriptive  tendency  that  might  be  afloat.  "  General  Jackson  scrupulously 
rejected  all  party  or  personal  considerations  in  regard  to  Gen.  Van  Rens- 
selaer's politics,  and  behaved  most  honorably  in  his  distribution  of  official 
patronage.  When  introduced  by  Mr.  Livingston,  the  president  took  his 
hand  in  betti*of  his  own  remarking  that  he  had  long  wished  to  see  Gene- 
ral Van  Rensselaer,  and  continued  he  ;  'If  there  was  any  thing  he  could 
do  for  him,  besides  taking  care  of  the  present  Post  Office,  he  must  men- 
tion it  to  him,'  adding  '  I  well  recollect  your  decided  conduct  in  iny  state 
in  1797  (Tennessee)  at  the  head  of  your  noble  troop  of  'Dragoons,  the 
finest  in  the  service  —  that  jou  did  not  come  to  action  was  not  your  fault. 
You  were  also  the  first  to  draw  your  sword  and  shed  your  blood  after  the 
disgraceful  surrender  of  Hull,  the  fall  of  Brock  was  a  very  great  achieve- 
ment. Your  country  owes  you  much  Sir.'  A  miserable  set  of  democratio 
cormorants  at  Albany  applied  to  the  old  hero  for  the  removal  of  Gen. 
Van  Rensselaer  from  the  Albany  Post  Office,  but  that  splendid  type  of 
Revolutionary,  times  made  this  high  souled  and  patriotic  reply  :  '  By  the 
Eternal  I  will  remove  no  man  from  office  who  carries  British  lead  in  his 
body.'     He  would  not  be  guilty  of  such  a  wanton  outrage." 

A  Nem  AneedoU  c/  Gen.  Jaekson. 
After  Jackson's  first  election  in  1829,  a  strong  effort  was  made  to  re- 
move Gen. ,  an  old  revolutionary  soldier,  at  that  time  postmaster  in 

one  of  the  principal  New  York  towns.  He  had  been  so  fierce  an  Adams 
man  that  the  Jackson  men  determined  to  displace  him.  Silas  Wright 
had  just  left  his  seat  as  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  New  York, 
and  was  precisely  the  man  to  head  amovement  against  the  old  Postmaster. 
His  influence  with  Jackson  was  boundless.  His  force  in  debate  made 
him  a  match  ibr  the  giants  themselves;  and  as  Mr.  Van  Raren  was  then 
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Jaekstn's  Secretary  of  State  the  combination  was  powerful.  The  old 
Postmaster,  knowing  tbat  these  two  political  masters  were  against  him, 
went  to  Washington,  called  upon  the  President  imaiediatelj  upon  iiis 
arrival,  and  was  most  courteously  received  and  requested  to  call  again, 
which  he  did  geveral  times,  but  nothing  was  said  about  the  post  office. 
The  old  postmaster  now  heard  from  his  friends  at  home  that  the  important 
document  was  on  its  way,  so  he  resolved  on  a  coup  de  main.  The  nest 
day  there  was  a  presidential  receptioD,  and  among  the  early  visitors  was 

Gen. ,     After  a  cordial  greeting  by  Gen.  Jackson,  he  quietly  took 

his  seat  and  waited  until  the  long  train  of  visitors  had  duly  saluted  the 
nation's  chief  and  passed  through  the  grand  east  room  on  their  way 
home.  The  President  turned  to  his  venerable  guest  with  some  surprise, 
as  he  noticed  him  still  seated  on  one  of  the  sofas,  and  entered  into  fami- 
liar ooQYersation  with  him,  when,  to  his  amazement,  the  old  soldier  said, 
"  Gen.  Jackson,  I  have  come  here  to  talk  to  you  about  my  office.  The 
politicians  want  to  take  it  from  me,  and  they  know  I  have  nothing  else  to 
live  upon."  The  President  made  no  reply,  till  the  aged  postmaster  began 
to  take  off  bis  coat  in  the  most  excited  manner,  when  Old  Hickory  broke 
out  with  the  inquiry.  "  What  in  heaven's  name  are  you  going  to  do  ? 
Why  do  you  take  off  your  coat  in  this  public  place  ?  "  "  Well  Sir,  I 
am  going  to  show  you  my  wounds,  which  I  received  in  fighting  for  my 
Country  against  the  English."  "  Put  it  on  at  once  Sir  I "  was  the  reply, 
"  I  am  surprised  that  a  man  of  jour  age  should  make  such  an  exhibition 
of  himself,"  and  the  eyes  of  the  iron  President  were  suffused  with  tears, 
as  without  another  word  he  bade  his  ancient  foe  good  evening.  The  very 
next  night  the  crafty  and  able  New  York  politician  called  at  the  White 
House  and  sent  in  his  card.  He  was  immediately  ushered  into  the  pre- 
sence, and  found  Jackson  in  loose  gown  and  slippers,  seated  before  a 
blazing  wood  fire,  quietly  amokiag  his  long  pipe.  After  the  ordinary 
courtesies  had  been  exchanged,  the  politician  opened  his  budget.  He 
represented  the  district  from  which  the  venerable  post-master  hailed  ;  said 
the  latter  had  been  a  very  active  advocate  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  that 
he  had  literally  forfeited  his  place  by  his  earnest  opposition  to  the  Jack- 
eon  men,  and  that  if  he  were  not  removed  the  new  administration  would 
he  seriously  injured.  He  had  hardly  finished  the  last  sentence,  when 
Jackson  sprung  to  his  feet,  flung  his  pipe  into  the  fire,  and  exclaimed, 
with  great  vehemence,  '  I  take  the  consequences,  Sir,  I  take  the  conse- 
quences. I  will  not  remove  the  old  man.  I  cannot  remove  him.  Why, 
Mr.  Wright,  do  you  know  that  he  carries  more  than  a  pound  of  British 
lead  in  his  body  ?"  CoL.  FoRNEr. 

Benudaer  Van  Bensselaer  to  his  Faihm: 
My  Dear  Father,  Barranquilla,  March,  17,  1829. 

Mj  home  letters  sent  from  Jamacia  were  fowarded  from  St.  Martha  to 
Bogota,  it  is  truly  a  disappointment  not  to  receive  them  here,  but  then 
having  concluded  from  the  bearing  of  Mrs.  Visseher's  letter  to  Edward, 
of  February  1st,  that  nothing  extraordinary  has  occurred  in  our  fiimily  (ex- 
cepting the  marriage  to  take  place  on  the  17th)  I  endeavor  to  agree  with 
the  tourist  moralist  who  perhaps  under  like  circumstances  says :  "In  a 
fleeting  world  like  this  how  foolish  it  is  to  fret  and  over  worry  ourselves 
with  the  petty  vexations  of  such  a  transient  existence."  It  is  however 
some  consolation  to  know  those  letters  are  not  lost  but  await  my  joining 
General  Harrison,     I  was  misinformed  regarding  his  furniture,  it  was 
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forwarded  by  Mr.  Eunoh,  the  consignee,  immediately  after  ita  arrival  in 
Carthajijena,  and  must  by  this  time  be  near  or  at  its  journey's  end.  I  there- 
fore only  wait  John  Olen's  arrival,  in  his  own  home,  to  avail  myself  of  hia 
company  up  the  river ;  though  I  should  not  stay  if  it  was  not  certain  that 
either  himself  or  Edward  will  go  on,  T  suppose  the  snow,  of  which  I  un- 
derstand you  have  had  such  an  abundant  supply  this  winter,  has  made 
your  oity  quite  lively.  Often  times  when  pensively  admiring  the  resplen- 
dent beauty  of  the  moonlight  nights  in  my  tropical  abode,  do  I  think  of 
pleasant  scenes  at  home  at  such  moonlight  revels,  and  wish  for  the  power 
of  ubiquity  that  I  might  occasionally  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  those  sleigh 
rides,  behind  the  jingling  sleigh  bells,  in  the  society  of  "  loved  ones  "  who 
would  not  give  refinement  a  cause  to  blush.  Here  snow  is  out  of  the 
question,  nor  have  I  seen  a  drop  of  rain  as  yet;  the  Scheuectady 
road  will  give  you  an  idea  of  these  in  a  dry  time,  for  the  soil,  but  not  the 
width  as  these  roads  are  merely  sufficiently  wide  to  allow  two  loaded  jacks 
to  pass  each  other.  Having  spoken  of  the  roads  I  will  now  give  you  a  few 
of  the  phases  of  Society  as  eorae  under  my  observation. 

Being  invited  among  the  rest  of  Mr.  Glen's  family  I  attended  several 
parties,  one  of  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  describe.  It  is  customary  at 
every  Christening,  which  takes  place  at  the  eighth  day  after  the  birth  of 
an  infant,  to  invite  all  visiting  friends  and  to  close  the  evening  with  a 
dance.  On  this  occasion  Setter  Jose  Maria  Pefiez  the  "  Juea  Politico  " 
was  met  at  the  church  by  his  friends  at  the  baptism  ofa  son;  each  of  the 
guests  upon  entering  the  aisle  was  presented  with  a  lighted  candle  which 
he  held  in  his  hand  whilst  the  Curate  was  performing  the  ceremony,  of 
which  by  the  way,  not  one  word  could  be  distinguished  as  the  discordant 
sounds  of  the  organ  from  the  commencement,  absorbed  in  the  vortex  of 
its  own  notes  all  other  things,  otherwise  audible.  The  christening  over, 
all  the  guests  proceeded  in  regular  order,  two  and  two,  aocompaiiied  by 
guards  with  lanterns  to  the  dwelling,  where  the  congratulations  first  took 
place.  Th'en  the  guests  after  tasting  such  of  the  various  kinds  of  potables 
as  they  fancied,  partook  of  a  great  variety  of  cakes,  and  sugar  preserves, 
y'cleped  "  dvices"  after  which  they,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country 
fiUed  their  pockets.  Appetites  having  been  fully  satisOed  with  the  redun- 
dant stores  of  cakes,  candies,  liquors  and  cigars,  the  gentlemen  felt  them- 
selves  competent  to  perform  the  more  pleasing  part  of  their  duties,  on  this 
evening,  by  waiting  upon  the  ladies.  The  doors  of  the  adjoining  room 
were  accordingly  thrown  open  to  the  sound  of  music  from  a  very  good 
band,  and  lo  !  all  the  beauty  of  Barranquilla  was  discovered,  seated  round 
the  dancing  room  in  "dread  array."  I  have  frequently  seen  beauty  so 
displayed  at  home  in  the  same  systematic,  terrific  order ;  and  have  felt 
more  reluctance  in  encountering  them,  than  I  am  sure  I  would  so  many 
throat  cutting  banditti ;  but  on  this  occasion  the  beaus  entering  in  a  body 
were  countenanced  by  each  other  through  the  trying  ordeal  in  passing  by 
the  formidable  assemblage.  The  round  of  reverendas  were  made  to  the 
lovely  phalanx  while  filing  by  to  our  seats  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  room. 
J!ach  gentleman  bavin"'  selected  his  partner  takes  his  stand  on  the  floor 
and  when  all  dy  tl     mu>       t    ke    up  th  n  th    fa       n    m      h      up 

and  takes  he    pi         pp     te  h  (t  d  wh  n  th        dJy  wh    1    g 

and  twistin        mm  n  Tl     d  n      Uy         w  It        th  ugh  th  y 

have  what  11  1        nt  y  d  b      th  y  p       k  mu  h     f  th 

nature  of  w  It       tl   1 1      n  ly  d   t  n  u   h  th  m  ap    t 
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The  ladies  who  have  come  UDder  my  inspection,  in  this  province  of 
Carthagena,  are  of  an  olive  complexion,  with  featurea  regular,  small  and 
generally  handaome ;  their  teeth,  in  which  they  appear  to  take  much 
pride,  are  always  beautifully  white;  their  hands  and  feet  small ;  the  fatter 
are  e^er  drest  in  silk  or  satin  stockings  and  slippers.  Indeed  they  are 
more  extravagant  in  the  dress  of  their  feet  than  any  other  part  of  their 
person.  A  beautifully  figured  tortoise  shell  comb  is  an  indispensable 
ornament  to  their  fine  heads  of  hdir ,  a  fia;ured  ciape  ^hawl  thrown  loosely 
over  is  the  only  head-gear  in  douis  or  out ,  their  eyes  are  as  black  as 
their  hair.  I  bad  remarked  the  geneial  use  of  eigais  among  all  classes 
but  was  astonished  to  perceive  how  readily  the  elderly  ladies  could  puff 
the  nauseous  weed,  the  mimio  volcanoes  of  smoke  weie  using  in  every 
quarter  of  the  room.  A  great  mark  of  rivility  is  to  light  a  cigar  and  offer 
it  to  a  stranger,  if  not  accepted  and  smoked  it  is  considered  a  mark  of 
ill-breeding  or  contempt. 

A  little  girl  of  thirteen  years  danced  the  fandango,  a  sort  of  lively  jig 
or  hornpipe  which  threw  the  company  into  extaciesof  delight.  Theladiea 
do  not  look  with  that  feeling  of  indignation  upon  the  immorality  of  either 
Bes,  that  our  fair  skinned,  rosy  cheeks  at  home  do ;  their  ideas  of  delicacy 
are  less  fastidious  than  ours,  as  is  proved  not  only  in  manners  but  in  con- 
versation. Character  is  nothing,  money  here  is  everything  ;  but  though 
so  desirable  you  seldom  meet  rich  natives  ■  they  particuhrly  the  unedu 
oated  portion  which  is  very  g    a  h    mos    mp       d  w         he 

world.     Like  our  Indians  fhynyh  h       p       n  dhy 

care  not  for  the  future;  a    h  wy  nd  p    n  y  w        uffi 

Toreignera  taking  advantag  p  n         n     a        a  f     u 

from  their  idiosyncrasy.     Th    m  mm  n  m  f       a  a     wy  ap 

pearanoe  are  imported  and       ds  °    V  jdf  d 

calico,  for  instance,  sells  foi  81. 5U,  other  tbingo  in  proportion  at  fabulous 
gains.  The  people  are  ignorant  and  indolent,  they  work  for  very  low 
wages  hut  never  work  unless  they  want  money.  They  seldom  or  ever 
betray  a  trust,  though  their  promises  cannot  be  depended  on ;  they  are 
effeminate  and  timorous  not  easily  excited  to  quarrel ;  they  look  upon 
foreigners  as  "creatures  of  another  sphere,"  and  dislike  to  offend  them 
as  much  as  they  could  a  Sprite.  One  of  Mr.  Glen's  clerks,  a  very  clever 
native,  sometime  since  after  watching  Cato  and  myself  at  our  daily  exer- 
cise of  fencing,  very  civilly  asked,  if  I  would  object  to  try  my  skill  with 
him.  I  was  quite  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  trying  the  science  of  the 
natives,  and  this  man  particularly  as  he  had  boasted  frequently  at  table, 
of  the  superior  agility  of  his  countrymen  at  the  exercise  and  of  his  own 
skill,  I  wanted  to  know  how  my  broadsword  would  work  on  a  pinch  with 
the  mach&te.  The  tilting  match  was  against  him,  it  has  been  repeated 
frequently  with  the  same  result ;  he  could  guard  against  all  the  cuts  very 
well  but  two  and  five,  but  the  front  give  point  would  strike  him  every 
time.  The  trial  has  been  quite  satisfactory  to  me  and  to  him  too,  for  he 
is  now  taking  lessons  of  me;  but  I  hope  and  think  there  is  no  danger  of 
coming  to  the  real  test  of  my  skill.  Another  morning  while  Cato  and 
myself  were  engaged  in  our  gymnastic  exercise,  the  thumping  of  our 
sticks  collected  a  crowd  of  admiring  spectators  round  our  door ;  among 
the  number  two  expressed  a  desire  to  try  my  skill  against  their  machetta 
exercise.  I  consented  and  was  gratified  to  find  that  they  could  not  parry 
a  skillfully  planted  cut,  nor  guard  against  an  occasional  thrust.  I  was 
pleased  as  here  every  man  carrys  a  machete,  and  aa  they  alwaya  resort 
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to  it  in  a  fight,  the  idea  of  being  a  matoh  for  the  best  of  them  in  an  ex- 
tremicy  was  not  an  ungrateful  feeling, 

I  have  seen  a  funeral.  The  subject,  a  child  of  two  years,  a  neighbor 
of  mine,  died  about  ten  o'clock  at  night;  when  defunct,  all  its  female 
relatives  collected  and  a  wake  with  all  its  Irish  concomitants  :  drinking, 
howling,  praying  &e.  commenced  and  lasted  all  night  to  my  particular 
disquiet.  Very  early  in  the  morning  the  body  was  borne  to  the  church 
accompanied  by  the  aetiog  Curate- Padre  Cantillo  —  a  man  of  the  world, 
a  skillful  rake  and  gambler  —  stopping  at  each  crossing  of  the  streets 
where  the  funeral  service  was  ehant«d,  and  holy  water  profusely  scattered 
over  the  remains.  The  service  concluded  at  oburoh,  the  body  in  simply 
a  winding-sheet  (coffins  are  never  used  for  old  or  young)  was  again  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  those  who  are  hired  for  the  occasion  to  be  the  howl- 
ing mourners,  and  amid  their  noisy  wailing  was  borne  and  consigned  to 
its  last  resting  place.  The  pillow  on  which  a  person  breathes  his  last, 
though  carried  to  the  grave  with  him  is  never  interred,  but  being  an  un- 
hallowed article,  or  more  probably  the  object  of  superstitious  dread,  when 
wanted  no  more  is  thrown  over  the  sepulchral  wall  among  the  bushes, 
where  the  pillows  of  tlie  dead  hang  as  thick  as  blackberries. 

This  people  are  greatly  given  to  superstition,  which  is  much  encouraged 
by  their  spiritual  advisers  as  also  strengthened  by  their  religious  rites  and 
ceremonies.  One  of  the  good  women  of  this  town  set  the  whole  place  in 
commotion  by  reporting  her  house  to  be  haunted.  Her  story  was  that  on  a 
certain  night  a  "  bruxa"  or  Witch  entered  the  house  where  a  lady  friend 
and  herself  were  asleep  in  bed,  her  son  of  eighteen  years  in  his  hammock, 
and  after  daubing  herself  and  bedmate  over  with  patches  of  tar,  proceeded 
to  the  hammock  of  the  boy  giving  him  such  a  violent  blow  on  the  breast, 
with  the  flat  hand,  that  he  was  deprived  of  his  senses  and  did  not  recover 
till  noon  of  next  day.  She  averred  that  the  doors  were  all  locked,  and 
the  witch  consequently  must  have  entered  by  the  key-hole.  The  first  use 
the  boy  made  of  his  returning  senses  was  very  considerately  to  visit  the 
Padre  for  absolution.  The  toothless  bewitched  old  widow  applied  nest 
day  to  Mi:  G-len  for  a  servant  to  sleep  in  her  house  as  a  guard,  and  it 
was  full  a  week  before  any  clue  to  the  mystery  could  be  obtained.  It  waa 
finally  discovered  that  the  other  inmate  of  the  bewitched  room,  a  buxom 
lass  of  twenty  years,  having  silently  enjoyed  the  effects  of  the  scheme, 
could  keep  her  joke  no  longer,  but  avowed  herself  the  authoress  of  all  the 
witches  pranks,  to  the  confusion  of  the  sages  and  old  women  who  had 
made  so  many  profound  speculations  on  the  important  event. 

We  had  the  Feast  of  the  Carnival,  which  in  Italy  lasts  some  weeks,  but 
at  this  place  where  somany  are  dependent  upon  each  day's  labor,  they  bave 
been  wisely  reduced  to  three  days,  during  which  time  work  ia  out  of  the 
question,  for  all  are  full  of  fun  and  frolic.  Upon  what  occasion  the  festi- 
val originated,  I  cannot  now  tell,  whether  in  Paganism  or  some  Ecclesias 
tical  event.  Here  the  aborigines  of  the  country  iu  their  ancient  dress 
appear  to  bear  the  principal  parts,  as  it  will  be  my  part  to  shew  in  due 
order.  The  numerous  masks  who  passed  in  groups,  I  observed  to  beat  one 
another  with  sticks  and  in  the  scuffles,  that  would  occasionally  ensue  for 
some  bauble,  I  noticed  the  clothes  fly  in  tatters,  but  only  on  one  occasion 
an  instance  of  a  person's  falUng  out  of  humor,  and  he  poor  devil,  was  well 

Eiid  for  his  pettishness.  A  crowd  of  masks  seized  him  and  after  rubbing 
is  face,  with  a  very  rough  weed,  till  it  nearly  bled,  held  him  by  the  heels 
and  arms  extended  horizontally  in  the  air,  whilst  others  beat  him  umerci- 
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fully  on  an  an  mention  able  part.  This  tutoring  was  :5esigned  to  show  that 
as  DO  real  injury  was  intended  to  be  given,  therefore  no  person  should 
evince  anger  at  any  triok  played  npon  him.  I  recollected  this  lesson, 
when  as  incidentally  passing  out  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  a  mask  threw 
an  egg.  It  struek  me  fair  in  the  breast  on  my  immaculate  white  Haen 
and  broke,  hut  to  my  satisfaction  I  found  it  had  contained  nothing  but 
pure  water ;  the  meat  having  been  previously  extracted  for  the  purpose. 
This  trick  had  been  concerted  by  Edward  with  some  ladies  of  the  vicinity., 
who  recompensed  me  for  the  wetting,  by  calling  me  in  and  surprising  me 
with  a  shower  of  rose  and  cologne  water.  The  next  day  all  was  knocked 
aback  by  their'daubino' my  face  white  vest  and  pantaloons  with  red  yellow 
adbl  wtep  ttlillkdm  Ik  hlq  th  yh 
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Ot  d     b    q       tiy  I  h  1  m        th       th    f  11     i        1     t    t  t         f 
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themselves.  The  unsubdued  tribe  dressed  out  in  their  aboriginal  grandeur, 
each  warrior  bearing  his  bow  and  tjuiver,  would  occasionally  dance  through 
the  streets  to  the  sound  of  their  native  music,  which  is  produced  by  two 
players  on  a  kind  of  flute.  These  flutes  are  three  feet  long ;  the  flrst 
contains  four  finger  holes  and  yields  a  melodious,  wild  and  animating 
strain  of  which  the  people  are  excessively  fond.  The  other  or  second  flute 
has  but  one  or  two  finger-holes,  it  with  a  gourd  containing  beans  is  used 
by  the  second  person  as  an  accompaniment  to  the  other.  The  dances  to 
this  music  were  conducted  with  much  system  and  regularity;  a  war-whoop 
given  in  their  peculiar  tone,  would  sometimes  make  the  "  welkin  ring 
again."  The  showy  dresses  of  this  wild  tribe  rendered  still  more  gaudy 
by  a  profusion  of  brilliant  feathers,  over  which  was  displayed  their  pristine 
arms  —  the  bow  and  arrow  —  gave  them  a  grotesque  and  on  the  whole 
rather  a  splendid  appearance.  On  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  at  sun- 
set, the  troops  havingformed  a  junction,  with  the  body  of  friendly  Indians, 
the  combined  force  marched  out,  to  au  open  space,  where  the  wild  tribes 
had  assembled;  when  a  battle  took  place  between  the  forces,  in  which  the 
latter  were  completely  routed  and  made  prisoners,  when  the  show  ceased 
in  the  baptism  of  one  of  the  captives.  It  had  been  nothing  more  than  a 
burlesque  Sham-flght  with  a  few  blows  of  the  pikes  and  many  shouts  ; 
yet  the  show,  at  all  events,  awakened  a  train  of  ideas,  which  associated  as 
they  naturally  were  with  the  crnel  and  unaturai  treatment  which  the 
Ancestors  of  this  very  people  received,  from  their  blood-thirsty  subduers, 
left  an  impression  not  easily  eradicated. 

After  a  walk  of  two  miles  through  the  dust  to  see  the  mighty  conflict 
I  was  returning  home  quite  disappointed,  but  soon  was  amply  compensated 
for  my  trouble  by  learning  from  one  of  the  numerous  masqueraders  of  the 
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day,  the  way  to  relieve  a  wearj  jackass  of  his  hurden.  The  fellow,  dressed 
as  a  rough  lookiDg,  foolish  countryman,  came  along  on  his  beast  and  stopped 
just  before  me  sayiDg  his  poor  jack  was  tired,  and  that  he  meaat  to  relieve 
him  of  a  heavy  load,  then  dismounting  from  the  miserable  nag,  he  took 
ofF  the  saddle  and  the  load,  then  laced  it  on  his  own  back.  I  thought 
him  a  very  considerate  fellow  as  the  animal  was  scarcely  able  to  carry  its 
own  weight,  and  supposed  the  ci-devant  rider  intended  to  walk,  but  he 
mounted  again  saying  go  on  old  boy  you  see  I  carry  all  the  load,yoM  have 
nothing  to  carry  but  me.  It  would  have  passed  with  an  Irishman  as  a 
bull,  but  the  fellow's  compeers  took  it  as  a  superb  piece  of  humor  and 
laughed  at  it  heartily.  They  have  not  the  means  in  this  place  of  carrying 
a  day  of  this  kind  through  with  so  much  display  as  at  larger  towns ;  but 
the  Indian  part  of  the  ceremony  was  acted  to  life,  and  has  given  me  an 
idea  of  many  of  their  customs.  One  of  the  masqueraders  went  through 
the  streets  painted  jet  black,  with  horns  on  his  head,  having  a  negro 
dancing  drum  in  Lis  hand,  on  which  ever  and  anon  hd  would  tap  and  keep 
time  with  his  feet.  I  have  not  yet  received  proof  positive  of  its  not 
having  been  the  Old  Nick  himself,  it  was  a  good  fao-simile  at  all  events. 
Palm,  Svmday  is  the  occasion  of  another  feast,  at  which  time  all  people,  both 
yonng  and  old  able  to  walk,  are  seen  parading  the  streets  to  the  Cathedral, 
with  a  beautiful  large  mountain  or  cabbage  palm-leaf  on  their  shoulders. 
These  leaves  are  all  stacked  up  in  church  in  a  body,  the  priest  then  gives 
them  a  devout  benediction  and  sprinkles  them  over  with  a  profusion  of 
holy  water,  after  which  each  individual  bears  his  respective  leaf  off  to  his 
home.  Then  after  braiding  the  smaller  fibres  in  basket  work  fashion, 
suspends  the  truly  precious  article  up  in  a  secure  part  of  the  house,  where 
it  acts  till  another  year  as  an  infallible  charm  or  preventive  against  thunder 
bolts.  Still  another  one  of  the  great  days  is  the  Orudfixion  ofowr  Saviour, 
when,  by  the  aid  of  images,  it  is  acted  over  again  in  every  particular  as 
described  in  Scripture.  The  ceremony  commences  in  church  at  the  be- 
trayal of  Jndaa;  and  goes  through  with  the  nailing  on  the  cross,  the  taking 
down,  the  plaoiug  in  the  sepulchre,  the  resurrection  &c  j  during  which 
time  the  procession  of  civil  and  military  have  several  perambulations  around 
the  streets,  bearing  in  their  ranks  the  Images  representing  Christ,  of  tho 
Virgin  Mary  and  several  of  the  Apostles. 

In  their  progress  all  spectators  kneei  in  reverential  awe;  and  from  the 
houses  of  the  wealthy  the  fumes  of  incense  come  out  in  clouds  to  mingle 
with  that  rising  from  the  censers  of  the  boys  preoediug  the  images.  The 
streets  too  in  many  places  are  strewed  with  flowers,  whilst  every  person 
show  their  excessive  grief  for  the  event  they  commemorate  hy  the  black 
color  of  their  apparel.  During  the  continuation  of  these  festivities  gamb- 
ling tables  are  seen  every  night  post«d  around  all  parts  of  the  town,  at 
which  even  the  poorest  are  found  there  staking  their  quartiUo  or  three 
cent  piece.  Indeed  this  appeare  to  be  a  universal  vice;  at  Carthagena 
also  the  number  of  gaming  tables  were  very  conspicuous  and  I  was  struck 
with  the  many  votaries  patroniaing  them  especially  on  Sunday  which  was 
the  popular  festival  day  for  diversions  of  all  kinds. 

Besides  Cato's  faithful  attendance  on  me,  he  has 
desire,  employed  on  Mr.  Glen's  rosa,  so  that  he  felt  a 
he  expected,  though  an  eecasional  regret  would  break  forth  from  his  honest 
bosom  for  home.  The  day  was  at  length  determined  upon  when  Edward 
and  myself  were  to  embark  upon  the  Magdalena,  and  all  things  required 
were  in  readiness,  but  another  unavoidable  contre-teTtips  detains  us  a  short 
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time  louger.  I  enclose  a  letter  from  Edward  G-len  to  Mrs,  Vissclier,  he 
desires  me  to  remember  him  kindlj  to  you  all,  he  thinks  of  going  home 
within  a  year.  I  would  like  to  meet  him  there  with  all  my  goldea  hopes 
realized,  I  would  treat  him  as  a  brother. 

With  love  to  all,  Youra  most  truly, 
Gea.  Sol.  VaQ  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany.  E.  V.  Rensselaer. 

Post  Master  General  to  Oen.  Van  Bensaelaer. 
My  dear  Sir,  Washington,  19th  March,  1829. 

Mr.  Moore  has  assured  me  that  your  Son  would  be  continued.  Oa 
that  head  and  I  trust  upon  every  other  you  may  rest  easy  In  a  few  days 
I  shall  leave  Washington  for  the  West.  It  is  painful  to  separate  from  so 
many  friends  in  the  Post  Office  Department.  They  lay  very  near  to  my 
heart  and  shall  find  a  place  there  while  life  continues  From  the  faith- 
ful and  able  manner  in  which  your  duties  as  Po«t  Master  have  been  dis- 
charged, you  need  entertain  no  fear  of  being  molested 

Sincerely  your  friend. 

Gen.  8oL  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany  John  McIjEAN. 

Post-Master  General  John  McLean  was  succeeded  in  1829  by  William 
T.  Barry,  but  subsequently  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  ludges  of  the 
supreme  court  and  did  honor  to  his  exalted  station  "  A  ruthless  pro- 
scription of  political  opponents,  was  among  the  first  official  acts  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson  ;  the  executive  patronage  was  made  aa  engine  of  party 
warfare  ;  and  thus  was-  planted  the  root  of  political  depravity,  which  has 
since  sprnng  into  such  '  foul  flowering,'  and  oveispread  the  nation  with 
its  deadly  shade.  The  power  of  the  president  had  become,  in  congress, 
almost  resistless.  The  people  had  just  emerged  trom  one  of  the  warmest 
political  conflicts  in  which  they  ever  were  engaged.  The  victors  now  re- 
posed in  confidence  upon  their  almost  unprecedented  success,  aaJ  rest  from 
the  fatigues  of  the  action.  The  vanquished  peaceably  delivered  up  their 
arms  and  surrendered  themselves  to  the  caprice  of  fortune  with  patriotic 
feelings.  General  W.  li.  Harrison  was  one  of  the  first  victims  to  the 
new  administration." 

Gen.  Van  Beneselaer  to  Ma  Son. 
Mv  dear  Rensselaer,  Albany,  Monday,  March  23,  1829. 

With  this  I  write  to  Genl.  Harrison,  his  recall  I  do  most  sincerely 
regret,  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  and  from  the  kind 
and  friendly  manner  in  which  Greneral  Jackson  treated  me  and  the 
subject,  I  was  really  in  hopes  I  had  succeeded  :  He  observed,  "Hike  this, 
Hike  this,  'tis  an  amiable  feeling  we  soldiers  have  for  each  other,  I 
will  thiak  of  it,  I  must  see  you  to-morrow."  That  night  there  was  a 
consultation,  which  decided  my  friend's  recall,  and  when  I  called  the 
next  day,  the  result  was  made  known  to  moJ  My  friends  are  using  every 
exertion  with  Mr.  Moore  and  Van  Burea  for  you,  but  I  cannot  determine 
whether  they  will  be  successful  or  not.  If  they  are  not,  it  may  place 
you  in  an  unpleasant  situation  ;  at  this  distance  from  you,  I  cannot  give 
any  advice.  I  must  leave  you  to  your  own  resources  and  to  your  God. 
I  think  my  office  is  safe,  such  at  any  rate  is  the  opinion  at  Washington 
and  here ;  the  little  recreation  I  have  been  taking  in  my  visit  there,  no 
doubt  has  operated  in  my  favor.  Another  one  of  our  old  citizens  is 
dead  —  Governor  John  Tayler  —  and  is  to  be  buried  this  afternoon  with 
great  pomp.*  **  Mr.  Livingston  of  Louisiana  introduced  me  to  Genl.  Jack- 
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BOD  who  took  my  hand  in  both  of  hts  and  observed  he  knew  my  character, 
had  lon^  wished  to  see  me  and  was  then  happy  the  opportunity  had 
occurred.  Mr.  Livingston  handed  him  a  letter  from  Governor  Lewis,  in 
which  he  spoke  in  his  usual  strong  terms  about  me,  and  among  other 
things  said,  that  I  had  heen  Adjutant-General  under  all  the  Governors 
of  the  State,  mentioning  them  by  name.*  *  *  He  observedto  Mr.  Livingston, 
"  I  am  happy  to  hear  from  my  friend  Lewis,  but  it  was  unnecessary;"  he 
knew  that  I  held  the  Post  Office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  and  that 
they  wished  me  to  retain  it;  and  it  is  certainly  an  extraordinary 
circumstance  that  one  man  should  be  Adjutant  General  during  the 
Administration  of  those  great  men.  He  then  turned  tome  and  said : 
"  your  office  is  sacred,  your  Country  owe  you  much,"  and  he  invited  me  to 
call  and  see  him  frequently.  I  availed  myself  of  the  permission  hoping 
to  save  Harrison  for  his  own  sake  and  for  yours,  and  woald  have  succeeded 
had  it  depended  solely  upon  him  and  me,  but  there  was  interference. 

We  anxiously  are  looking  for  letters  from  you,  I  hope  we  will  be  gratified 
by  the  nest  arrival  of  the  vessel.  As  soon  as  I  hear  further  from  Wash- 
ington I  will  again  write,  at  any  rate  I  shall  write  by  Mr.  Moore  whenever 
he  leaves  the  United  States,  but  when  that  will  be  I  do  not  yet  know,  I 
hope  he  will  deal  honorably  to  all  concerned.  *  *  *  By  this  evening's  mail, 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  McLean  —  late  Post  Master 
General  —  informing  me  that  Mr.  Moore  promised  to  continue  you  in  the 
Diplomatic  service  in  Bogota.  This  removes  now  very  much  anxiety  from 
my  mind  on  your  account  in  that  strange  country.  Be  prudent,  be  careful. 
Trusting,  as  I  have  always  done  with  great  pride,  to  your  honor  and  in- 
tegrity, I  must  wait  for  future  developments  to  fully  understand  what 
may  be  the  position  assumed  by  Mr.  Moore  in  regard  to  your  case.  At 
the  time  your  last  welcome  package  of  letters  arrived,  the  girls  were  all 
busily  engaged  in  making  preparations  for  a  dinner  party  (I  had  invited 
a  number  of  gentlemen  to  dine  with  me  that  day)  and  amusing  indeed 
was  it  too  see  all  busy  with  allotted  tasks,  yet  listening  eagerly  to  every 
syllable  read  alternately  by  Richard  and  myself.  On  the  2tth  of  last 
month  our  dear  Elizabeth  had  another  little  daughter,  both  are  doing  very 
well.  Mag  writes  you  all  the  news.  To  high  Heaven  I  commit  you  my 
dear  Son,  with  a  Fathers  love  and  regard. 

Col.  E.  Van  Rensselaer,  Bogota,  S.  A.  Sol.  Van  Rensselasr. 

Gen.  John  Armtfrong  to  Judge  Sp&acer. 
My  dear  Judge,  Red  Hook,  N.  Y.,  April  28,  1829, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  17th,  in  course  of  the  mail,  and  wrote  im- 
mediately on  the  subject  of  it  to  the  person  you  indicated.  Mr.  E.  Liv- 
ingston returned  yesterday  from  the  South  and  passed  the  day  with  me. 
Having  mentioned  the  business  to  him,  he  assured  me  that  Gen.  Van 
Rensselaer  might  make  himself  perfectly  easy,  and  in  support  of  this 
opinion,  stated  the  following  facts,  via,  that  while  at  Washington  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Gen.  Lewis  regarding  it,  and  requesting  him  to  take 
an  interest  in  preventing  V.  R's  ejection  and  authoriaing  him  to  shew, 
or  to  read,  the  letter  to  the  President.  On  opening  the  subject,  the  Presi- 
dent stopped  him,  saying,  "  I  know  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer's  character  and 
services,  and  a  reocommendation  of  him  from  any  one,  is  quite  unneces- 
sary," Edward  adds,  that  no  one  has  a  better  memory,  in  cases  of  this 
kind,  than  Jackson,  and  that  a  promise  once  given  by  him  in  any  form, 
is  never  violated.     The  getters  up  of  petitions  may  therefore  as  well  be 
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quiet,  Bs  were  there  a  million  of  ttera,  he  would  fulfil  hia  own  engage- 
meat.  I  hope  this  temper  will  last  long  enouf^h  to  put  down  the  vile 
practice  we  have  got  into,  of  suffering  a  few  iutrigues,"  first  to  beguile  the 
Executive,  and  then  virtually  to  usurp  his  authority  in  making  appoint- 
ments. Barry,  I  understand ,  has  dismissed  all  suppliants,  in  persOD  or  by 
agents,  giving  them  to  understand,  that  absentees  only  should  get  appoint- 
ments, this  is  an  approach  to  the  golden  age.  I  suspected  and  feared,  Ed- 
ward goes  to  Prance.  He  has  not  yet  decided  in  favor,  but  I  predict  his 
acceptance  of  the  office.  Under  the  notice  you  gave  me,  I  cannot  well  be 
surprised  at  seeing  you  here,  but  were  it  otherwise,  I  need  not  say,  that 
no  more  agreeable  surprise  could  await  me.  Cordially  and  in  much  haste 
Yonr  friend  and  servant,  J.  Armstrong. 

Hon.  Ambrose  Spenoer  Esq.,  Albany. 

Ghmie»  A.  Clinton  to  Qen.  Van  Sensselaer. 
Dear  General,  New-York,  April  30,  1829. 

I  accidentally  heard  this  morning,  that  you  have  expressed  an  apprehen- 
sion lest  a  successful  attempt  should  be  made,  to  procure  your  removal 
from  the  office  you  now  hold ;  and  that  you  have  stated  that  an  endeavor 
is  making  to  procure  the  appointment  of  another  person.  Is  this  so  or 
not  ?  I  hope  that  there  is  some  mistake  in  it,  and  that,  if  you  have  so 
expressed  yourself,  you  have  been  needlessly  alarmed.  But  are  you  in 
any  danger  ?  If  so,  let  me  know  and  I  will  immediately  write  to  the  Pre- 
sident on  the  subject.  I  cannot  think  for  an  Instant  that  Gleneral  Jackson 
would  ever  consent  to  remove  you  from  office.  It  would  be  a  terrible  out- 
rage of  good  feeiing.  You  ought  to  be  recommended  to  his  favor,  not 
only  by  your  excellent  character  and  distinguished  services,  but  by  your 
warm,  uniform,  honorable  and  manly  friendship  for  my  father.  I  have 
one  word  more.  Dear  General,  on  this  subject.  I  was  told  some  days 
since,  that  I  had  been  named  in  Albany  conversations  as  a  candidate  for 
your  of&ce.  I  did  uot  think  that  such  ridiculous  gossip  was  worth  the 
attention  of  either  of  us.  I  felt  vesed  and  angry  when  I  first  heard  it, 
hilt  on  further  reflection,  I  was  rather  disposed  to  laugh  at  so  ridieolous 
an  invention,  than  to  put  myself  in  a  passion  about  it,  I  repeat,  as  I  said 
before,  that  I  cannot  believe  that  your  office  is  in  danger,  but  if  you  are 
of  a  contrary  opinion,  you  must  let  me  know,  and  I  will  adopt  the  most 
decided  measures  in  your  behalf     As  ever,  your  sincere  friend. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.M,,  Albany.  C.  A.  Olikton. 

Menaidaer  Van  Bm^selam-  to  Ids  FatJter. 
Dear  Father,  Barranquilla,  May  1,  1829. 

Before  my  departure  from  this,  which  is  to  be  to-morrow  I  sball  scrawl 
out  a  few  more  lines  for  you.  After  the  arrival  of  John  Glen  from  the 
United  States,  his  urgency  with  that  of  his  brother's  that  I  should  wait 
till  he  was  ready  to  go  up  the  river,  induced  me  to  make  up  my  then 
wavering  mind  to  do  so,  notwithstanding  my  anxiety  to  follow  on  after 
my  home  letters.  But  as  a  knowledge  of  the  language  or  good  company 
in  traveling  this  country  is  essential,  I  have  made  a  virtue  of  necessity 
by  aooepting  their  kind  invitation  and  now  I  hope  that  on  my  arrival  at 
Bogota  General  Harrison  will  be  ready  to  receive  me  in  his  own  house. 

A  variety  of  circumstances  have  compelled  John  Glen  to  delay  his 
jaunt,  one  of  which  was  waiting  the  arrival  of  over  150  tons  of  goods  from 
Jamaica,  which  he  had  contracted  to  deliver  in  Honda,  those  goods  are 
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now  all  shipped  id  four  boats  ;  the  last  one  starts  to-morrow.  The  owners, 
two  fine  young  men  of  Bogota  are  to  leave  at  the  same  time  in  one  small 
covered  boat;  Mr.  Glen,  myself  and  Dqti  Gato  ia  another.  At  Mompo, 
200  miles  above  this,  our  canoes  are  to  be  exchanged  for  a  Gkampan,  a 
sort  of  scow,  then  the  two  parties  are  to  unite  in  one  mess  for  the  rest  of 
the  rout.  I  auticipate  pleasure  and  information  from  the  society  of  my 
fellow  travelers.  The  names  of  the  two  Colombians  are  Don  Puis  the  5th 
Koxas,  and  Don  Antonio  Libre,  both  very  gentlemanly,  of  the  first  and 
richest  families  in  Bogota.  The  Uncle  of  the  latter  passed  through  this 
place  about  a  month  since  for  the  same  destination,  accompanied  by  a  very 
beautifnl,  fair  skinned,  delicate  wife  and  three  young  children  They 
were  obliged  to  stop  for  a  short  time  at  each  village  on  the  river  in  order 
to  ventilate  the  boat;  and  aa  the  tolda  or  covered  part  of  it  is  ao  sm^l 
they  were  terribly  cramped  for  room  when  under  headway,  there  was  but 
little  space  in  which  to  stretch  their  limbs ;  they  were  twelve  days  gomg 
to  Mom  pox. 

We  unencumbered  bachelors  expect  to  be  in  Honda  before  June,  and 
in  Bogota  before  you  receive  this.  I  know  your  anxiety  to  hedr  often 
from  me,  therefore  if  an  opportunity  of  writing  occurs  on  the  river,  shall 
Bend  another  letter  as  an  index  of  my  course  and  progress,  endeavoring 
always  to  have  letters  at  Carthagena  for  the  packets.  I  regret  the  irregu- 
larity and  long  intervals  of  time  between  their  departure ;  that  regret  finds 
sympathy  no  doubt  at  home  for  there  is  nothing  like  frequent  communi- 
eationa  to  allay  the  panj^"*  of  absence.  Of  the  two  parties  concerned  in 
the  last  sage  remark  those  whom  I  love  best  have  no  cause  to  complain 
if  they  have  received  all  my  long  letters  written  in  such  a  desultory  man- 
ner; but  I,  poor  morahzei,  must  defer  the  hope  of  knowing  how  you  all 
are,  in  the  ancient  Dutch  Beaver  town,  till  after  reaching  Bogota.  The 
fear  of  encountering  the  spring  rams  on  the  river,  when  the  flood-gates 
are  opened  "  And  oft.  whole  sheet'?  descend  of  sluiey  rain,"  was  one  cause 
for  consenting  to  remain  10  long,  hut  the  rain  is  now  over,  though  they 
have  had  plenty  of  it  np  stieim,  as  appears  from  the  rise  of  water;  we 
however,  had  only  one  slight  shower,  the  first  I  have  seen  since  landing 
in  South  America.  Notwithitandmg  the  drought,  this  land  of  perennial 
beauty  yields  every  thing  spontaneously  for  the  wants  of  man.  The  many 
varieties  of  fruits  are  astonishing  —  one  species  succeeds  another  through- 
out the  year ;  some  trees  such  a**  coooanuts,  oranges  &«.  are  constantly 
bearing ;  the  fruits  are  generjJly  luscious  and  very  delicious  but  as  perish- 
able as  the  melon  which  is  con'<tantIj  in  the  market;  lettuce  has  been  a 
standing  dish  at  Mr.  Ulen  s  table  ever  since  my  first  arrival.  The  ther- 
mometer has  not  varied  three  degrees  from  84°  in  the  shade  during  all 
this  time,  hut  uniformity  of  the  climate  is  peouliar  te  every  country  within 
the  tropics.  Any  great  difference  in  the  atmosphere  is  attributable  to  the 
peculiar  situation  of  the  country.  Bogota  though  some  half  dozen  degrees 
nearer  the  equator  than  Barranquilla,  is  about  15  or  16  degrees  cooler 
in  consequence  of  its  elevation  being  8,900  feet  above  the  sea,  a  circum- 
stance to  my  liking  as  I  would  prefer  a  little  less  warmth  than  we  have  at 
this  place.  I  find  as  little  difficulty  in  accommodating  myself  to  the  man- 
ners  of  the  people,  as  I  did  to  this  warm  climate,  but  am  often  obliged  to 
smother  a  laugh  at  seeing  the  men  embrace  each  other  at  meeting  after 
a  short  separation ;  the  manners  however,  shall  form  the  subject  of  one 
epistle  when  I  am  better  acquainted  with  the  masses. 
60 
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Before  leaving  home  I  had  receiTcd  an  impression  Jroin  prints,  that  the 
utmost  caution  .was  necessary  to  guard  against  the  uosious  and  venomous 
serpen  ta  of  the  country;  it  is  true  there  are  scorpions,  centipedes,  taceo  tula 
and  others,  but  their  sting  is  not  much  more  hurtful  than  of  the  bee.  The 
Vampire  too  of  which  we  have  heard  such  dismal  tales,  in  these  localities 
is  a  small  bat ;  it  never  wounds  in  a  vital  part,  but  desirously  nips  the 
extremity  of  ike  sleeper's  fingers  and  toes  to  banquet  on  his  blood.  My 
quondam  fellow  traveler,  Diego  De  Castro,  once  afforded  a  bountiful  supper 
to  one  of  these  ^emon  bats,  the  orifice  was  quite  small  and  he  never, 
suffered  any  inconvenience  from  his  bounty.  Man,  proud  man  need  never 
fear  the  atva"  of  insects  or  the  fanes  of  serpents  ■  they  all  fiy  on  his  ap- 
proach, hdddg  IhmTl  fears  or  ignorance  of 
'  m  y  h  elation  to  this  quarter 
f  resident  foreigners  are 
I  m  11  y  avail  myself  of  every 
1  p  d  ions  and  state  of  the 
f  ea  1  y  There  is  a  singular  fish 
V  wh  g  or  bite  is  very  poison- 
D  w  h  sick-list  from  wounds 
fi  y  nb  wh  1  the  men  were  wading 
1  dy  ppl  d  immediately,  the  poor 
inths  before  he  recovers  from  the  sting.  They  are 
avoided  by  keeping  out  of  the  mud.  In  oonsequence  of  these  torments  I 
always  go  out  in  a  boat  to  take  my  bath  and  as  a  prudential  measure  even 
then  apply  the  water  from  a  calabash  basin,  and  Cato  ditto.  Indeed  I 
endeavor  to  shun  all  real  danger,  for  I  look  upon  my  success  in  this  land 
as  a  thing  to  be  desired  by  all  our  family  —  if  I  am  fortunate,  the  anti- 
quated charm  that  binds  our  young  men  like  an  indigenous  plant  to  live 
and  die  on  the  soil  that  rears  them  will  be  broken,  and  a  new  spirit  of 
enterprise  will  induce  many  of  my  Dutch  acquaintances  to  break  away  while 
young,  and  seek  in  other  couotries  that  honorable  fortune  which  will  not 
only  give  comfort  to  their  old  age,  but  add  much  to  the  respectability  of 
their  name.  It  would  gratify  me  much  to  awaken  that  feeling  in  the 
youngsters  for  I  still  am  more  and  more  sanguine  of  having  good  grounds 
for  attempting  it;  but  I  roust  acquire  more  experience  for  myself  before 
feeling  competent  to  direct  others —  however  I  will  do  my  best  to  elevate 
the  fortunes  of  the  family.  If  I  succeed  in  the  attempt,  the  innate 
satisfaction  will  be  a  sufEcieot  recompense  for  all  the  ansietj,  trouble  and 
deprivation  that  may  attend  the  undertaking. 

All  foreigners  who  have  resided  here  from  five  to  ten  years  are  rich, 
the  greater  part  of  them  came  with  little  or  no  capital ;  the  profits  on  all 
kinds  of  foreign  goods  are  so  immensely  large  that  riches  must  follow 
prudent  sales.  John  Glen  has  lately  paid  up  the  last  of  a  dead  loss  on  a 
heavy  speculation  in  Brazil  wood  of  180,000  and  still  is  wealthy,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  is  now  making  money  as  fast  and  surer  than  ever.  The 
freight  of  his  four  boats  will  amount  to  over  85000,  they  will  be  home 
again  in  ten  weeks;  he  has  four  others  of  the  same  size  going  to  Honda, 
besides  five  or  six  smaller  ones  all  constantly  employed.  His  income 
must  be  immense  and  I  very  much  doubt  whether  he  can  make  up  his 
mind  to  leave  such  profitable  business  to  settle  in  cold  Canada,  He  is 
loved,  feared  and  respected ;  lives  it  is  true  in  bachelor's  style  but  fares 
like  a  nabob.  I  mention  this  simply  as  an  instance  of  what  judioious  en- 
terprise will  effect  in  a  land  where  ignorance  and  improvidence  so  gener- 
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ally  prevails.  Although  I  am  personally  knowiag  to  these  facta,  I  do  not 
suffer  the  brilliancy  of  any  money  mating  scheme  to  dazzle  me.  It  re- 
quires time  to  make  me  competent  to  undertake  the  accomplishment  in 
this  strange  clime ;  it  is  true  that  time  may  hear  away  the  present  oppor- 
tunities, but  I  think  not  at  all  events  till  another  generation. 

I  cannot  of  course  say  if  an  agriodtural  oecupatioa  would  answer,  but 
I  am  inclined  to  think  not ;  at  least  in  this  quarter  of  the  country  a  de- 
pendence on  the  articles  of  home  consumption  would  bo  a  futile  under- 
taking where  nature  is  so  beautiful ;  perhaps  the  raising  of  cotton,  indigo, 
rice  and  sugar  might  answer,  but  I  hope  fo  know  more  after  leaving 
General  Harrison.  The  General  is  now  expecting  me,  he  did  not  wiali 
to  increase  the  size  of.his  family  while  he  was  a  guest  in  another  gentle- 
man's house,  but  he  said  would  put  himself  to  any  inconvenience  for  the 
sake  of  the  son  of  his  old  friend.     I  think  I  shall  like  him  well. 

Edward  goes  home  again  in  August,  I  may  send  'some  little  nieknaoks 
by  him,  he  is  eternally  sighing  for  "Home,  sweet  home!"  and  is 
extremely  sorry  at  having  had  too  much  pressing  business  on  hands  to 
permit  his  making  up  a  grand  tiger  hunt  for  my  especial  gratification. 
I  am  sorry  too,  as  the  circumstance  of  having  been  in  at  the  death  of  a 
tiger  would  have  been  a  fine  little  theme  for  prattle  in  days  to  come. 
Poor  Glen  will  miss  my  company  very  muoh,  we  have  been  almost  con- 
stantly together,  and  /will  often  think  of  both  him  and  his  noble  brother, 
when  far  away.  Don  Cato  (as  Dr.  Van  fienaselaer  calls  him)  is  making 
rapid  progress  in  the  Spanish  langu^e,  I  think  one  year  more  will  give 
him  aa  glib  a  tongue  as  any  Oastilian,  he  has  such  a  fine  memory.  Uato 
is  the  prince  of  waiters  Iiere,  I  have  often  witnessed  with  satisfaction  the 
superiority,  he  is  so  fond  of  displaying,  over  Mr.  Glen's  servants  whilst 
attending  at  the  table;  betakes  much  pride  in  making  himself  useful. 
I  myself  have  but  little  trouble  in  getting  along  in  ordinary  small  talk. 
It  is  late  bat  I  must  toll  you  of  an  incident  which  occurred  to-day,  which 
it  will  be  well  enough  to  note  aa  an  instance  of  the  ways  of  the  world, 
and  as  a  record  of  tho  merited  punishment  of  an  overbearing  nincompoop. 

At  Carthagena  I  had  casually  been  introdaced  to  a  proud  young  Scotch- 
man by  name  of  Saunders,  but  he  then  thought  a  passing  salute  sufficient 
for  a  stranger  ;  however  some  time  afterwards,  he  came  to  Barranquilla  to 
purchase  cotton  and  fustic,  for  a  vessel  loading  at  Savinilla,  which  busi- 
ness detained  him  here  some  time.  Immediately  after  his  arrival,  finding 
the  place  rather  lonely,  he  called  upon  me,  but  I  remembering  his  cava- 
lierness  or  disdainful  manner  at  Carthagena,  treated  him  with  such  a  de- 
gree of  coldness,  that  he  did  not  repeat  the  call,  till  two  days  previous  to 
the  time,  on  which  he  understood  I  intended  starting.  At  this  visit  per- 
ceiving several  bunches  of  ehoioe  cigars  on  my  table,  which  I  had  provided 
for  use  oa  the  river,  he  took  up  one  parcel  containing  50,  stating  that  I 
had  more  than  I  required,  and  notwithstanding  my  strenuous  protestations 
contrary,  marched  off  with  my  property,  promising  at  the  same  time  to 
replace  them  tho  following  day.  That  day  arrived  and  had  almost  passed 
when  no  cigars  appearing  from  Saunders,  I  directed  Cato,  that  if  he 
happened  to  meet  the  gentleman,  to  give  him  my  compliments  and  ask  for 
them.  Cato  did  meet  him,  near  night  fall,  and  to  the  message  received 
for  answer,  in  presence  of  four  foreigners,  via,  two  British  sea  captains 
and  two  Americans  that  "  he  should  tell  his  master  from  him  to  go  to 
hell."  Cato  returned  to  me,  and  was  in  the  aat  of  delivering  the  message, 
as  I  was  then  standiDg  in  fiout  of  Mr.  Glen's  doot,  when  Saunders  came 
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riding  by  on  horse  hack,  and  supposing  be  had  not  given  his  very  p.olite 
advice  publicity  enough  to  suit  his  purpose,  repeated  to  me  what  he  had 
told  Cato,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Glen's  clerks  and  servants,  several  gentle- 
men were  also  standing  there,  he  then  spurred  on  his  horse  before  I  could 
reply.  He  knew  of  my  intention  to  depart  tomorrow  morning,  andsupposed 
the  difficulty  of  finding  him  to  night,  would  compel  me  to  forego  giving 
him  that  chastisement  he  deserved,  and  thus  he  would  enjoy  the  reputa- 
tion of  having  (without  risk)  insulted  a  Yankee !  I  But  unfortunately 
for  him,  I  learned  at  dinner  that  he  was  to  attend  a  ball,  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  street.  Our  dinner,  which  we  never  commenced  till  candie  light, 
being  over,  I  took  one  of  the  clerks,  who  had  heard  what  occurred  be- 
tween us,  along  with  me  and  walked  very  leisurely  down  to  the  ball  room 
and  beckoned  Saunders  out  to  the  doors.  He  then  had  the  meanness  to 
declare  he  had  meant  nothing  by  what  he  had  said.  But  when  I  told  him 
he  had  acted  like  a  puppy,  and  that  I  could  expect  no  other  language  than 
an  apology  from  a  puppy,  his  Scotch  imflammable  temper  or  spunk  arose 
and  he  threw  himself  in  a  scientific  pugilistic  attitude,  and  boldly  de- 
manded what  I  meant.  A  slap  with  the  flat  of  my  hand  against  the  chaps 
or  mouth,  gave  him  a  hint  of  my  meaning,  and  brought  the  whole  hall 
room  out  to  see  the  fracas;  among  the  rest  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  two  British  Captains.  In  the  meantime,  the  wary  Scot  was  preparing 
to  return  the  compliment  when  I  gave  him  one  of  Jim  Sanford's  settlers 
on  the  potatoe  trap,  and  he  reeled  back  in  the  arms  of  one  of  the  ahdldes 
or  justice  of  peace,  who  came  out  with  drawn  swords  at  the  commencement 
of  the  affray,  while  another  aicaldi  made  a  prisoner  of  me.  However, 
Edward  Gleu,  who  had  received  some  intimation  of  what  was  going  on, 
happened  to  come  along  and  at  his  opportune  interference  in  my  behalf, 
I  was  immediately  released  and  returned  home,  have  since  heard  nothing 
of  Saunders.  Yours  very  truly. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Ecnsselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y.        R.  Van  Rensselaer. 


CHAPTEE  SXm. 

South  Ambricah  Letters  Continued. 

SeTisselaer  Van  Sejisaelaer  to  hisffalher. 

Dear  Father,  Monjpos,  May  13,  1829. 

In  accordance  with  the  promise  made  in  my  last  from  Barranquilla,  I 
take  advantage  of  the  delay  of  our  boats  at  this  plaee  to  write  you  again. 
A  person  engaged  in  buBiness  is  neither  master  of  his  own  time  or  motions, 
he  must  be  governed  by  the  exigencies  of  the  moment,  and  those  design- 
ing to  travel  in  company  with  business  men  must  have  the  patience  of 
the  sainted  Job  to  endure  all  the  changes  and  postponements  incident  to 
the  projected  escursions.  My  patience  has  been  pretty  well  tiied,  at  all 
events  by  the  unavoidable  delays  of  the  Glens;  every  detention,  after  the 
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hope  of  receiving  letters  from  liome  at  Barranquilla  had  vanished,  was  an 
aggravating  addition  to  my  redundant  stock  of  disappointment,  and  if  I 
had  not  been  an  old  hand  at  stowing  away  that  kind  of  luggage  it  might 
have  lumbered  me  up  too  much.  When  however,  I  found  myself  em- 
barked with  Edward  and  Gato  early  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  after  bid- 
ding aSios  to  our  Barranquilla  friends  and  sailing  up  the  groat  River 
Magdalena,  much  of  that  cumbersome  luggage  was  pitched  overboard. 
John  Glen  being,  at  the  last  moment  detained  by  more  urgeot  businesa  at 
home  was  a  disappointment  and  my  parting  with  that  noble  minded  man 
was  not  without  a  "  tearfui  eye,"  and  now  as  I  am  about  leaving  him,  it 
may  be  proper  to  bestow  a  few  words  to  his  good  name.  He  came  to  this 
country  in  1809  — some  20  years  since  —  for  a  long  time  he  acted  as  a  elerk, 
in  a  house  at  Carthagena,  after  which  he  removed  to  Barvanquilla,  where 
he  opened  a  oommisBion  store,  receiving  for  his  share,  the  pitiful  allowance, 
half  of  five  per  cent.  He  was  in  Caraocaa  in  1812  when  that  splendid 
city  was  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  12,000  were  killed,  and  he  narrowly 
escaped  the  same  fate.  Hearing  the  subterraneous  rumbling  noise  which 
was  followed  by  a  slight  tremor  and  then  a  violent  rocking,  shaking  or 
heaving  of  the  earth,  he  attempted  to  leave  the  house.  He  soon  lay 
crushed  under  a  heavy  door  way  frame  from  which  he  was  extricated  by 
his  black  servant,  but  was  insensible  for  a  long  time  and  only  with  great 
care  was  restored  to  life  and  health.  But  perseverance,  industry  and 
economy  crowned  his  efforts  with  great  success,  and  he  was  blest  with  a 
moderate  share  of  wealth,  and  what  was  more  with  a  good  reputation.  He 
opened  a  eorrespoadence  with  the  Jamaica  merchants,  and  greater  wealth 
followed  his  increased  business.  But  reverses  occurred,  and  several  times 
he  lost  his  all,  but  never  in  his  greatest  dbtress  did  his  credit  forsake  him. 
His  island  correspondents  always  had  such  implieitfaith  in  his  honor,  that 
they  never  closed  their  books  against  him,  on  the  contrary  with  every  op- 
portunity they  were  sure  to  forward  him  a  fresh  assortment  of  goods ;  and 
through  them  he  has  always  been  enabled  to  battle  through  every  reverse. 
It  is  but  lately  that  he  paid  them  the  last  of  dead  losses  —  of  over  ^ElOO, 
000,  and  still  he  is  a  rich  man  ;  he  never  had  more  substantial  property. 
Notwithstanding  his  extensive  business,  he  has  been  of  great  service  to 
his  adopted  country,  having  been  personally  engaged  under  Gen.  Montillo 
in  campaigning  against  the  Spaniards  and  royalists.  He  was  at  the  taking 
and  burning  of  the  village  of  the  Cienega,  and  at  the  re-capture  of  Santa- 
Martha  from  the  Spaniards.  During  the  seige  of  Carthagena  when  the 
inhabitants  were  in  the  most  extreme  distress  for  want  of  provisions,  he 
made  a  handsome  fortune,  by  running  into  the  port,  through  the  Spanish 
blockading  squadron,  with  a  vessel  laden  with  flour  and  other  provisions. 
In  one  of  his  many  adventures,  he  was, captured  and  sent  to  Porto  Bello 
(one  of  the  chief  towns  close  to  the  sea  on  the  declivity  of  a  mountain 
which  encloses  the  whole  anchorage,  and  is  also  called  Fine  Harbor)  in 
chains,  where  he  remained  a  long  time.  His  many  services  have  been 
justly  rewarded  bv  government,  in  the  exclusive  right  of  esport  from  the 
port  of  Savinilla,  which  he  enjoyed  for  some  time.  He  now  owns  some 
six  or  eight  of  the  very  finest  and  largest  transportation  boalfl  on  the  Mag- 
dalena, and  his  "  hogas,"  or  boatmen  enjoy  the  best  reputation  of  any  on 
the  river.  He  employs  about  100  bogas  ;  the  most  of  whom  are  heads  of 
ianiilies ;  when  he  first  came  here,  they  were  a  wild,  uncivilized  set,  with 
little  or  no  care,  or  consideration  about  them,  scarcely  having  a  hut  to 
shelter  them.    However  by  his  upright  example  and  advice  —  this  worthy 
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scion  of  Quarter  Master  Genl.  John  Glen  (Eis  grandfather,  of  Revo- 
lutionary renown),  taught  them  to  economize,  and  now  they  all  have 
good  houses,  dress  well,  while  they,  as  well  as  their  wives  aad  children, 
always  look  neat.  Indeed  John  Glen  is  justly  regarded  as  the  patriarch 
of  the  village.  He  is  respected  by  every  body;  for  my  part,  his  disin- 
terested and  hospitable  conduct  has  so  endeared  him  to  me,  that  I  for  one 
will  not  soon  forget.  Edward  is  the  manager  of  his  brother's  heavy  busi- 
ness and  has  been  the  means  of  thcowing  much  information  in  my  way. 
At  their  repeated  solicitations  I  remained  and  could  have  but  little  delicacy 
in  so  doing  for  they  both  made  me  feel  perfectly  at  home.  At  my  request 
he  gave  Cato  plenty  of  work  on  the  plantation,  while  I  would  write  for 
him  or  occasionally  weigh  wood  or  cotton.  Cato  was  really  becoming 
every  day  more  useful,  but  when  there  was  nothing  better  to  do  we  would 
go  outrunning;  and  many  is  the  fioemeal  we  have  brought  home  of  ducks, 
turkeys  and  snipes. 

Now  after  this  long  digression  let  us  return.  Our  boat  was  one  of  about 
five  tons  burthen,  her  usual  complement  of  men  was  two  with  the  patriiti 
or  captain ;  but  on  this  occasion  we  took  with  us  two  extra  bogaddrs  or 
rowers  who  intend  taking  the  large  boats  which  have  preceded  us  at  Mora- 
pos.  Our  progress  of  course  with  these  estra  hands  was  pro  portion  ably 
great.  The  stern  of  our  boat  was  very  nicely  protected  from  sun  and  rain 
by  a  covering  of  palm  leaves  called  a  tdlda,  under  which  we  placed  our- 
selves on  some  boxes  of  merehandise  which  Glen  carried  with  him  on  spec- 
ulation. The  front  part,  comprising  two  thirds  of  the  heat's  length,  was 
boarded  over  for  the  accommodation  of  the  bogas ;  there  they  worked  to  a 
never  failing  humming  tune  with  their  long  paldnaas  or  setting  poles. 
These  palfincas  are  made  of  a  smooth,  straight,  light  stick  from  12  to  18 
feet  in  length,  with  a  crotch  or  cross  of  the  lignum-vitse  wood,  inserted 
in  the  end,  to  prevent  their  sinking  too  deep  in  the  mud.  The  other  end 
ds  applied  with  all  the  strength  of  tlie  owner,  to  his  naked  breast,  when 
running  with  a  quick  short  step  (in  which  when  more  than  one  is  employed 
they  invariably  keep  time)  from  the  bows  towards  the  stern,  propels  the 
boat  along  quite  rapidly.  As  the  channel  of  the  river  is  too  deep  to  admit 
the  palfincas  reaching  bottom,  the  boat  is  obliged  to  keep  close  to  the  bank, 
let  it  wind  ever  so  much,  in  order  that  the  bogas  may  avail  themselves  of 
it  as  a  setting  place  for  their  poles.  But  as  they  are  all  compelled  to  work 
on  one  side  of  the  boat,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  one  another,  they  divide 
themselves  in  two  parties.  The  division  which  has  reached  the  stern, 
withdrawing  their  poles  always  from  the  water,  and  raising  them  high, 
enough  to  allow  the  division  who  are  giving  the  boat  headway,  room  to 
pass  under,  and  so  on  alternately.  The  Patr:Sn's  station  of  courae  is  in 
the  stern. 

At  nine  o'clock  Cato  who  had  been  assigned  to  attend  to  the  duties  of 
the  essential  and  truly  honorable  department  of  Cookery,  gave  word  that 
all  was  completed  and  breakfast  ready.  The  welcome  news  immediately 
brought  our  boat  to  an  anchor  or  rather  to  a  fast  against  the  bank  and 
the  preparations  for  gormandizing  were  forthwith  made.  Edward's  coffee 
cups,  sugar  bowl,  plates  &c,  were  out  on  deck  in  a  jiffy  :  but  conceive 
mj'  horror,  when  the  cover  was  removed  from  Cato's  smoking  pot,  to  per- 
ceive the  never- to- be- forgotten  mess  of  San  Gocho.  However  an  outrage- 
ous appetite  conquered  my  antipathy  and  I  made  a  prodigious  fine  meal, 
nor  did  the  sight  of  that  standing  dish  of  our  voyage  alterwards  give  rise 
to  any  scruples  against  eating,  I  found  I  could  do  my  share.     Sometimes 
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ill  place  of  coffee,  Cato  gives  us  very  fine  Chocolate  for  our  breakfast. 
The  natives  pound  the  dried  and  roasted  berry  or  seed  of  the  cocoa  tree 
into  a  paste,  which  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  sugar,  vanilla,  cinnanioQ 
and  sometimes  a  little  Bour  is  then  ready  for  another  process,  'i'he  oil 
of  the  kernel  affords  adhesive  matter  enough  to  keep  the  ingredients  to- 
gctherj  after  being  thoroughly  mised,  it  is  kneaded  into  small  balk  or 
cakes  of  a  requisite  size  for  one  cup,  after  which  the  slightest  degree  of 
boiling  renders  it  fit  for  use.  To  have  it  superlatively  fine,  he  would  boil 
the  cakes  in  milk  instead  of  water,  but  that  luxury  is  not  always  to  be 
commanded,  only  occasiooany  can  we  procure  milk  at  the  villages  as  the 
calves  are  permitted  to  consume  all  the  milk  of  their  dams. 
■  One  morning  Edward  went  ashore  at  a  village  to  deliver  a  letter  from 
his  bookkeeper  Diego  De  Castro  to  his  mother  ;  shortly  after  his  return 
on  board,  Mrs.  De  Castro's  servant  appeared  with  a  fine  large  fish,  a 
roasted  fowl,  a  bak«d  rice  pudding  which  with  some  wine  gave  us  a 
sumptuous  banquet.  The  river  water  was  so  muddy  as  to  be  unpalatable 
without  a  little  alum  to  clacify  it,  owing  to  the  loose  nature  of  the  soil 
through  which  the  river  flows  causing  the  banks  constantly  to  cave  in, 
also  is  frequently  dangerous  for  the  passing  boats.  Near  one  of  the  vil- 
lages a  spot  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  having  once  been  an  Indian  burying 
place;  the  rapid  current  had  washed  away  the  bank,  uncovering  and 
displaying  to  view  the  many  mouldering  bones,  with  cooking  utensils  and 
war  implements.  These  are  being  gradually  loosened  from  the  place  in 
which  they  had  rested  many  ages  in  peace,  but  now  through  the  changes 
of  time  tumbling  into  the  turbulent  Magdalena  and  hurried  oW  to  the  wide 
ocean. 

It  is  the  fashion  among  travelers  in  this  country  to  sleep  under  their  (^i?<zs 
whether  in  or  far  from  villages  or  huts.  These  bars  are  made  of  a,  gauze- 
like  material  in  the  shape  of  a  tent,  the  length  and  breadth  to  suit  the 
owner,  about  five  or  sis  feet  high  ;  it  is  fastened  up  by  means  of^a  cord 
attached  to  the  upper  part  of  the  boat  between  two  stakes.  There  stretched 
out  at  length  on  his  mat,  the  balmy  air  soon  lulls  his  senses  into  forgetful- 
neas;  theu  the  maddened  trumpet,  of  that  blood-thirsty  foe  of  his  comfort — 
the  musquito — sounds  without  like  the  strain  of  aerial  music  to  the  ear  of 
the  dreamiag  and  secure  sleeper.  But  if  he  is  aroused  by  the  midnight 
shower  (as  happened  to  us  in  one  of  the  five  nights  we  encamped  out  in 
coming  up  the  river)  against  which  the  open  texture  of  his  toldo  is  no 
protection,  the  blanket  then  thrown  over  the  tent  protects  him  over  head, 
but  not  from  the  running  water  below.  Let  the  ducking,  however  reach  him 
as  itiaaj,  the  efi^ecthero  is  nothing,  five  minutes  of  the  morning  sun  dries  his 
clothes  and  the  rain  storm  is  forgotten.  To  encamp  out  in  the  changeable 
climate  of  my  native  land,  would  be  to  me  in  the  strong  and  healthy  state 
I  now  enjoy  an  acceptable  incident  for  its  novelty,  though  prudence  might 
assign  a  house  as  a  more  healthful  dormitory.  Here  bowever.  the  con- 
fined air  of  a  house  could  almost  render  every  effort  to  sleep  nugatory,  whilst 
the  refreshing  night  breeze,  stealing  through  the  minute  meshes  of  the 
mosquito  bars,  cools  after  a  sultry  day  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  body  and 
makes  the  spirit  forget  in  healthy  slumber  all  its  real  or  imaginary  ills. 
We  were  glad  whenever  the  sea  breeze  overtook  us  for  then  the  toilsome 
palancas  were  dropped  and  the  sail  spread  to  the  "favoring  gale,"  which 
gave  us  an  opportunity  of  crawling  out  from  our  lurking  hole  to  see  the 
country.  But  on  "  what  side  soever  I  turn  my  eyes  I  beheld"  nothing 
but  a  verdant  level  oouutry,  the  dark  woods,  the  turbid  stream  moving 
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sinootrhly  beneath  us;  oocasionally  a  rosa  would  peep  out  from  the  sombre 
forest  like  a  suobeam  from  the  stormy  sky,  hut  they  like  angel  visits  weve 
"few  and  far  between,"  it  was  a  wearisome  moBotouy.  We  stopped  one 
night  at  a  village  on  the  East  side  of  the  river  at  a  Roaa,  it  was  dark 
when  we  landed,  and  a  large  flock  of  yelping  curs  gave  notice  of  onr  ap- 
proach, but  we  made  good  onr  resting  place  in  apjte  of  their  teeth.  The 
unceasing  din  of  the  myriads  musqnitoes  which  kept  the  air  alive  made  us 
anxious  to  escape  their  sting  accordingly  we  pitched  our  tents  between 
the  dog  kennel  and  hogsty  on  one  side  and  a  hen  roost  on  the  other,  with- 
out even  noticing  our  dangerous  quarters.  In  the  course  of  the  night  a 
most  intolerable  itching,  gave  us  notice  that  the  uninvited  prying  flea,  had 
got  through  under  our  mats;  whilst  the  messengers  from  the  hen-roost 
had  got  through  in  every  direction  and  were  making  free,  not  only  with  our 
bed  but  with  our  blood.  However  a  good  bath  in  the  morning  and  a 
frequent  repetition  soon  relieved  us  of  the  annoyance  ;  and  we  were  more 
select  in  our  lodgings  for  the  future  as  you  may  suppose, 

Punta  Gorda  was  a  neat  village  in  view;  it,  as  its  name  indicates,  is  a 
fine  rich  point  without  a  great  many  houses,  Tefion  Bajo  comes  nest  in 
order,  it  is  a  fine  large  place  delightfully  and  romantically  situated  on  a 
nice  clean  plain  ;  from  it  is  shipped  a  great  quantity  of  fustic  (a  species  of 
wood  used  in  dyeing  yellow).  Glen  has  an  agent  here  to  procure  that 
artiole  for  him.  The  name  it  bears,  is  applied  by  the  bogds  to  all  convex 
angles  at  the  turns  in  the  river,  or  to  any  point  jutting  out  in  the  stream  ; 
these  points  or peiidns  the  poor  fellows  have  much  labor  and  difGculty  in 
doubling;  for  the  current  running  at  the  rate  of  three  or  four  miles  an 
hour,  comes  sweeping  along  with  such  force  and  being  so  suddenly  im- 
peded, forms  a  raging  renwKfio  or  whirlpool  against  which  it  is  so  hard  to 
contend  to  pass  and  through  which,  nothing  but  the  most  consummate  skill 
and  united  efforts  on  part  of  the  Bogaddrs  would  succeed.  If  the  bow  is 
by  accident  kept  too  far  out,  or  if  the  boat  has  not  enough  headway,  she 
is  struck  by  the  vortex  and  carried  out  in  the  stream,  when  the  paddles 
must  be  resorted  to,  that  the  shore  may  be  gained  where  the  same  trouble 
still  awaits  you.  The  bogas  would  always  make  use  of  a  tow  rope  if  the 
nature  of  the  bank  would  admit  it,  but  that  is  seldom  practicable,  as  the 
bank  by  the  constant  friction  of  the  water  is  continually  undermining. 
They  likewise  are  generally  too  high,  perpendicular  and  so  covered  with 
vines  and  briers  that  a  landing  oannot  be  effected.  These  boatmen,  how- 
ever, are  so  skillful  that  they  never  lose  their  course  unless  a  pole  breaks, 
or  a  sunken  snag  drives  the  boat  from  the  shore. 

Occasionally  we  stopped  at  the  Sugar  rosas  for  the  newly  expressed 
juice  of  the  sugar  cane.  I  found  the  banks  of  the  river  were  gradually 
increasing  in  height  as  we  advanced,  and  whenever  we  landed  had  reason 
to  admire  the  apparent  fertility  of  the  soil,  it  as  yet,  all  appeared  to  be  of 
an  alluvial  nature ;  the  trees  were  very  large  in  the  branohes  of  which 
sport«d  many  a  drove  of  playful  Monkeys.  Don  Oato  was  particularly 
pleased  with  the  antic  tricks  of  the  various  species,  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  their  long  tails  wound  around  the  branch,  chattering  with  noisy 
mirth,  or  grinning  with  a  hideousness  that  gave  us  a  good  view  of  their 
formidable  teeth.  The  beautiful  Blacaws,  belonging  to  the  parrot  family, 
came  in  for  a  full  share  of  our  admiration,  with  their  most  brilliant  colors ; 
but  Cato  particularly  admired  the  rich  and  easily  worked  Button-tree  lands, 
of  which  such  extensive  tracts  yet  wild,  are  at  the  disposal  of  any  energetic 
fearless  squatter  who  might  choose  any  portion  of  them  and  make  his  own, 
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ht/  possession  —  an  indisputable  title.  We  had  a  glimpse  of  the  four  last 
of  a  drove  of  wild  hogs  that  were  scampering  off,  over  a  low  piece  of  Sa- 
vanna ;  the  boatmeo  called  us  too  late  to  see  all.  These  hogs  are  found 
in  great  numbers  on  the  Magdalena,  they  are  about  the  size  of  our  "  grass 
breeds"  at  home,  though  not  so  plamp.  Their  legs  are  longer,  more  deli- 
cate and  better  adapted  for  running;  their  color  is  gvej,  their  hair  or 
bristles  coarse  .and  not  very  thick  set.  I  had  seen  a  captured  wild  hog, 
hut  never  met  them  in  a  disorderly  drove  till  now. 

I  cannot  say  of  this  country  as  a  traveler  did  of  the  Floridas,  "that 
there  are  forty  bushels  of  frogs  to  the  acre  and  alligators  enough  in  the 
waters  to  fence  them  in,"  but  this  being  the  season  for  the  breeding  of 
the  alligator  or  American  crocodile  we  passed  a  great  many  of  them.  I 
might  say  that  they  are  as  plenty  as  flies  in  the  dog-days,  and  marrow 
enough  in  the  musquitoes  bones,  hovering  over  their  heads  to  fatten  them. 
This  might  he  thought  by  the  uninformed,  an  exaggeration,  and  possibly 
bring  into  disrepute  the  hitherto  indisputable  veracity  of  all  travelers'  manu- 
eeripts,  yet  I  must  say  the  numbers  of  alligators  are  unlimited.  The  old 
ones  are  from  twelve  to  nineteen  feet  long,  yet  very  timid,  they  always 
elide  from  the  sunny  bank  into  the  water,  at  the  sight  of  a  boat  before  we 
could  get  to  them.  We  passed  many  a  brood  of  young  ones  (not  long  from 
the  shell,  being  from  sis  to  twelve  inches  long ;)  it  was  amusing  to  see 
them  huddling  close  against  the  sand  bank  when  they  heard  us  coming, 
and  then  to  follow  one  another  like  a  flock  of  young  ducks  into  the  water 
at  our  near  approach.  Pedraza  or  the  rooky  is  the  only  and  first  place  a 
stone  is  to  be  met  with,  of  any  size  soever  since  the  commencement  of  our 
voyage.  On  the  west  side  of  the  river  nearly  opposite  Pedraza,  stand  the 
two  villages  of  old  and  new  Barrencia,  through  this  place  runs  the  direct 
road  from  Oarthagena  to  Bogota. 

Early  nest  morning  we  reached  La  Travasea,  a  high  rocky  bluff,  the 
perpendicular  sides  of  which  displayed  strata  of  stone  of  many  different 
hues  and  kinds;  the  torrent  at  its  base  is  so  powerful  that  no  boats  can 
pass,  and  of  course  all  arriving  here  are  obliged  to  cross  over  to  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river ;  which  circumstance  gives  the  place  il«  name,  viz. 
the  ferry.  After  this  we  came  to  an  extensive  bed  of  genuine  Oyater-sAeSs, 
(alas  for  the  admiring  eyes  of  the  epicure,  the  luscious  fat  morsel  was  not 
there)  only  sJtells,  which  lay  imbedded  in  a  bank  of  twenty-five  or  thirty 
feet  height,  about  ten  feet  above  the  level  of  the.  water.  When  they  were 
deposited  there,  and  how  long  since  their  native  salt  element  receded  over 
one  hundred  miles  from  them  is  beyond,  at  least  my  conjecture.  We  pur- 
chased some  of  the  finest  oranges  I  ever  tasted,  for  a  reil,  a  Spanish  coin 
in  value  12i  ots,  per  hundred,  with  our  other  supplies  at  Teneriffe  which 
stands  on  a  rolling  piece  of  ground  on  the  east  side  in  the  province  of  Santa 
Martha,  During  the  revolution  it  was,  for  a  long  time,  the  strong  hold 
of  the  Koyalist  party  in  this  quarter,  but  eventually  was  taken,  plundered 
and  burnt  by  the  Patriots  in  1813.  The  walls  yet  standing  prove  it  to 
Lave  once  been  a  rich  and  flourishing  place,  but  the  torch  has  so  prostrated 
it,  that  it  never  has  and  perhaps  will  not  for  a  long  time  to  come,  recover 
its  pristine  prosperity. 

A  few  Indian  hovels  alone  have  risen  from  the  ashes  of  the  once  proud 
Teneriffe.  The  walls  of  the  Cathedral  remain  standing  entire;  from  their 
extent  and  specimens  of  stucco  work  &c.  still  remaining  inside,  it  un- 
doubtedly must  have  been  a  most  splendid  edifice;  the  fag  ad  e  is  designed 
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with  more  taste  than  any  other  buildiog  of  the  kind  that  I  have  seen  in  the 
country.  Curiosity  induced  me  to  examine  very  particularly  the  cot 
tiou  of  the  niches,  in  which  the  blessed  images  had  formerly  stood  ii 
pomp  to  receive  the  vows  of  the  devotees.  I  observed  an  open  con 
cation  or  channel,  leading  from  under  the  spot  that  must  have  been  covered 
by  the  pedestal  of  the  image,  through  the  wall  to  another  apartment,  a 
sort  of  speaking  trumpet,  by  whioh  the  zealoas  priest  has  perhaps  on  some 
special  occasions  put  words  in  the  moath  of  the  saints,  which  no  doubt  did 
much  to  edify  or  console  the  wounded  spirit  of  the  devout  parishioner, 
and  as  a  sequence  aid  the  cause  of  Christianity.  The  monastery  or  nun- 
nery and  private  buildings  have  not  been  able  so  effectually  to  resist  the 
force  of  the  conflagration  and  of  time,  their  scattered  fragments  mark  the 
ground  in  every  direction. 

The  Indian  inhabitants  realize  something  from  sale  of  the  crotches  of 
of  the  lignum-vitsB  tree  to  the  bogadors ;  they  always  keep  a  large  quantity 
on  hand,  and  all  boats  passing  by,  stop  to  replace  those  lost  from  their 
vessels  by  a  new  supply.  The  only  cultivated  patches  we  notice  are  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  little  villages ;  the  intervals  between  them 
are  the  great  Savannas  which  are  covered  with  a  long  coarse  grass  re- 
sembling cornstalks  in  height  and  appearance,  they  are  entirely  destitute 
of  trees  yet  their  rich  and  verdant  clothing  relieves  the  monotony  of  the 
scene  ;  they  are  never  visited  except  by  the  innumerable  wild  game  that 
flock  to  these  sunny  plains  for  nutriment,  I  had  a  wild  goose  chase  on 
one  of  these  Savannas  which  I  never  wanted  to  repeat.  In  passing  one 
of  them,  we  saw  a  very  large  flock  of  great  birds  about  the  size  of  a  com- 
mon goose,  sitting  on  some  trees,  on  the  further  side,  about  a  furlong  (i 
of  a  mile)  off,  and  as  our  provisions  were  getting  rather  low  it  was  deter- 
mined that  I  should  land  to  get  a  shot  at  them,  accordingly  I  started  to 
secure  some  game  for  our  dinner.  I  found  much  difficulty  in  making  my 
way  through  the  luxuriant  grass,  which  in  its  growth  had  fallen,  by  i^ 
own  weight  creating  an  endless  mat  of  great  thickness  ou  the  ground,  and 
then  again  rising  to  the  height  of  six  or  eight  feet,  making  an  almost  im- 
passible barrier  to  pedestrians.  Isucceeded,  however,  in  passing  through 
to  the  woods,  but  as  1  advanced  this  flock  of  birds,  containing  at  least 
one  thousand,  flew  from  tree  to  tree  leading  me  a  great  distance  from  my 
place  of  entraaoe  and  at  length  by  their  all  flying  off  in  a  body  I  lost  my 
shot.  That  was  not  all,  for  Ifound  I  had  hstini/sel/,  however,  by  taking 
an  observation  of  the  sun,  I  again  found  my  way  back  to  the  river  but 
far  from  the  boat,  wliioh  I  could  not  see  on  aoeount  of  the  height  of  the 
reeds  ;  and  there  I  stood  completely  exhausted  with  the  perspiration  roll- 
ing off  me  in  rivulets  from  my  exertions,  while  the  raging  hot  meridian 
Bun  poured  forth  his  burning  rays  on  my  unsheltered,  trembling  frame, 
with  the  most  unrelenting  rigor.  No  boat  was  in  sight  and  I  had  ample 
time  for  reflection  on  the  unpleasantness  of  my  situation,  but  at  length 
the  bogas  heard  my  hail,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  their  re- 
sponse ;  shortly  after  to  my  great  dehght  the  boat  came  along  from  below, 
hut  we  had  no  fat  goose  for  dinner.  The  next  morning  we  landed  at  a 
rosa  and  I  shot  two  small  turkeys  with  which  Cato  made  a  fine  soup, 
they  proved  a  timely  supply  as  our  meats  were  all  consumed.  We  ran  by 
St.  Fernando  with  other  places  and  at  night  were  hailed  by  the  guard  in 
the  outskirts  of  Mompox  with  "  Quien  viva"  (who  lives) ;  our  patron 
answered  "  Colombianos,"  when  we  were  ordered  ashore  and  detained  ac- 
cording to  custom  till  morning. 
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We  saw  twenty-four  towns  and  villartcs  from  the  river,  between  Barran- 
quilla  and  Mompox,  they  are  from  two  to  ten  leagues  apart;  the  land  is 
extremely  fertile,  and  well  timbered  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  those 
towns,  where  a  few  of  the  industrious  ones  have  plantations  to  supply  their 
more  indolent  fellow  beings  with  bananas,  yams,  jaoa  and  other  esculente. 
The  blacic  cattle,  the  principle  source  of  wealth  range  through  the  woods 
andsavannas,  where  nature  supplies  them  with  ueverfailing  and  abundant 
crops  of  grass  resembling  cornstalks.  The  owners  take  no  other  trouble  with 
them,  than  tomakea  general  collection  oneeayearifortliepurpi^e  of  marking 
the  calves  and  securing  such  as  they  intend  for  slaughtering  or  market; 
but  notwithstanding  the  uninterrupted  growth,  early  maturity  and 
consequently  little  trouble  of  rearing  cattle,  the  price  is  as  high  as  at 
home.  Flour  is  prepared  about  one  hundred  miles  above  this,  but  for 
want  of  good  mills,  is  black  though  sweet.  The  United  States  flour 
always  has  the  preference  in  market,  but  the  scarcity  is  so  great  here 
and  on  the  sea  coast  that  it  readily  brings  $45  per  barrel  now,  it  is 
never  less  here  than  $16.  These  facts  I  can  assure  you,  do  not  tend  in 
the  least  to  destroy  my  fondest  hopes ;  time  and  experience  will  show 
me  their  reality  or  falsity. 

Edward  took  the  place  of  his  brother  as  far  as  this,  whence  he 
returned  home  in  a  few  days,  whilst  I  for  the  convenience  of  plenty  of 
room  and  a  large  deck  for  promenada,  am  tomorrow  to  shift  my  baggage 
and  cooking  establishment  aboard  one  of  the  large  boats  which  are  now 
here,  and  which  in  ray  last  I  spoke  of  as  having  left  previous  to  us, 
I  shall  go  with  the  large  vessel  as  far  as  Nare  —  about  400  miles  —  the 
remaining  200  miles,  (to  Honda)  of  the  river  being  full  of  rapids,  I 
shall  for  the  sake  of  expedition  and  to  avoid  too  much  tediousne^,  take  a 
very  small  boat  and  push  on  with  all  speed.  My  provisions,  letters  and 
every  thing  that  is  required  is  being  prepared,  and  all  will  be  ready  before 
the  boats  are  dispatched,  which  is  a  bothersome  job  Irora  the  variety  of 
obstruotions  thrown  in  the  way  of  commerce  by  the  Laws  of  the  Country; 
it  requires  a  long  time  among  these  dilatory  officials  to  procure  passports 
&o.  Don  Antonio  Libre  joins  his  uncle,  aunt  and  family  here,  I  of  ooiirse 
did  not  wish  to  attach  myself  to  his  party  when  I  heard  of  tliat  arrange- 
ment, but  will  probably  be  in  Bogota  a  month  before  them.  I  have  an 
itinerary  attached  to  my  journal  of  the  places  through  and  by  which  I 
passed — but  an  enumeration  of  these  Spanish  and  Indian  names,  cannot 
be  at  all  interesting  to  the  reader,  I  therefore  leave  the  journal  to  tell  you 
at  some  future  day  of  all  the  cities,  village  or  hamlets,  its  writer  may  see, 
as  also  many  other  minor  things  tbat  escape  my  mind  when  scribbling  off 
my  unpremeditated  letters.  The  guard  who  put  a  veto  on  our  landing  at 
night,  IS  one  of  the  appendages  of  the  Custom  House  stationed  here  to 
prevent  smuggling.  It  being  nine  oclock  we  found  the  three  boats'  (dis- 
patched by  Glen  from  Barranquilla  with  merchandize)  decks  were  eovered 
with  the  toldos  of  the  bogas,  each  man  having  one,  and  by  the  light  of  a 
brilliant  moon  they  looked  most  elegantly.  The  following  morniag  we 
all  were  permitted  to  depart,  and  entered  the  City  about  the  same  time, 
a  large  company ;  the  bogas  of  all  the  boats  to  make  a  great  display,  sing- 
ing and  stamping  most  lustily.  The  great  arrival  brought  all  the  citizens 
out  to  view  the  sight.  Edward  landed  immediately  after  touching  at  the 
Custom  House  dock,  and  in  a  short  time  returned  with  Mr.  Kichard  R. 
Kicbolson  who  kindly  invited  us  to  land  and  make  his  house  our  quarters 
daring  our  stay  which  invitation  was  thankfully  accepted.     My  trunks 
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after  passing  the  superficial  exasnination  of  tte  Guiirda  Major  were 
carried  to  our  new  abode,  we  soon  followed  and  heartily  partook  of  a 
breakfast  which  was  awaiting  us.  This  being  finished  we  called  upon 
the  Governor  several  times,  bat  not  finding  him  in  we  left  our  passports 
while  Edward  went  about  his  busine^  and  I  to  see  the  town. 

Mompox  stands  on  an  island,  forming  a  province  by  itself;  it  does  not 
contain  much  breadth,  having  only  three  or  four  streete,  but  its  length  is 
between  two  and  three  miles.  The  length  lies  on  the  river,  and  has  all 
been  protected  by  a  substantial  brick  wall,  well  cemented,  of  Spanish 
erection  from  the  encroaehments  of  the  current.  This,  however,  is  suf- 
fered by  the  Colombians  to  decay ;  many  parts  of  it  having,  for  want  of  a 
little  precaution,  been  nndermined  and  now  lies  in  huge  maeses  in  the 
stream ;  while  the  bank  it  formerly  supported  is  by  piece-meal  following, 
and  the  houses  standing  on  it  must  eventually  pursue  the  same  course. 
The  part  of  the  wall  still  remaining  is  a  monument  of  Spanish  enterprize 
and  munificence ;  it  is  a  great  ornament  as  well  as  useful  to  the  place.  It, 
with  the  strong  fortificationg  of  Carthagena  and  other  public  works  give 
sufficient  evidence,  that  if  their  sway  was  a  severe  one,  they  did  not  send 
ail  the  revenues  of  the  country  to  Spain,  but  appropriated  a  part  to  the 
permanent  improvement  of  this  land,  which  is  more  than  the  natives  can 
boaat  of.  There  are  from  8  to  12000  inhabitants,  the  hou-'ses  generally 
built  of  stone  with  tile  roofs.  I  think  it  the  warmest  place  in  Colombia, 
I  have  been  advised  since  I  commenced  this  letter,  by  persons  who  have 
experience  on  the  river,  to  give  up  the  idea  of  going  in  the  large  boat  as 
her  motions  must  necessarily  be  so  slow  against  the  numerous  rapids,  that 
it  will  be  thrice  the  time  in  performing  the  journey  that  a  small  one 
would ;  also,  by  so  long  an  exposure  to  the  extreme  heat  the  efiect 
would  be  to  destroy  my  appetite  and  perhaps  sicken  me.  As  I  have  no 
very  particular  desire  for  any  sort  of  arrangement  like  that,  at  present,  I 
have  followed  the  well  meaning  advice  and  contracted  with  a  Don  Rod- 
riguea  for  a  boat  which  is  to  leave  to  morrow  and  land  me  in  Honda  in 
eighteen  days.  There  is  no  doubt  then  that  I  will,  long  before  you  receive 
this,  be  with  your  old  friend,  who  by  the  way,  is  at  housekeeping  with 
borrowed  furniture,  his  own  not  having  yet  arrived  when  my  informant 
left  him. 

Edward  succeeded  in  getting  his  boats  on  the  return  track  three  days 
after  his  arrival,  and  I  was  to  have  followed  the  next  day ;  but  when  the 
boat  in  which  I  was  to  have  embarked,  came  up  and  all  my  goods  and 
chattels  aboard,  it  was  discovered  that  the  old  rascally  patron  had  con- 
cealed, with  his  tatters,  a  hole  in  the  stern,  through  which  the  water  oozed 
so  fast  after  the  boat  felt  the  extra  weight,  that  we  would  have  sunk  in  tea 
minutes  if  we  had  proceeded.  We  of  course  refused  this  and  demanded 
another  boat,  it  was  two  days  before  the  other  made  its  appeatance.  To 
show  how  pun ctiho us.  these  officers  of  G-overument  are,  particularly  when 
they  imagine  the  leasttittleof  their  own  dignity  is  at  stake,  I'll  notea  little 
circumstance  that  took  place  hero  in  relation  tfl  myself.  I  had  scarcely  re- 
housed my  luggage  from  the  leaky  boat,  on  the  15th,  when  Nicholson 
came  and  told  me  that  the  Governor  had  sent  for  me.  I  immediately 
dressed  myself  and  aecompanied  Nicholson,  Edward  and  the  messenger. 
On  the  way  I  was  given  to  understand  by  my  friends  that  I  was  in  effeot 
a  prisoner,  though  His  Excellency  had  gone  to  work  in  his  most  polite 
manner  to  arrest  me,  by  dispatching  as  messenger  the  Guarda-Mayor 
with  a  broad  sward  instead  of  a  common  guard  j  however  you  may  suppose 
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I  did  not  feel  in  a  very  amiable  humor  when  informed  of  this  contre-temps. 
I  hurried  on  to  the  o£Eoial  room  where  Nicholaon  gave  me  an  introduction, 
on  wbioh  the  Governor  told  Nicholson  that  he  was  surprised  he,  who  so 
well  knew  the  regulations  in  those  matters,  had  not  oalled  with  his  guest 
to  pay  the  customary  visit  due  from  all  strangers,  and  that  he  had  exposed 
himself  and  Mr.  Van  R.  to  the  penalty  of  the  neglect,  in  not  reporting  me 
within  48  hours  after  my  arrival  {  $8  apiece  ).  I  replied  by  saying  in 
English,  which  language  he  well  understood,  that  I  for  my  part,  was 
equally  surprised  at  being  made  a  prisoner  on  that  ground,  as  I  had  made 
three  unsuccessful  attempts  to  obtain  an  interview  with  him.  With  which 
fact  I  had  presumed  him  to  have  been  acquainted  through  his  seoretaries, 
particularly  after  receiving  through  Mr.  G-len  this  passport  handing  him 
the  paper.  His  Escellency  was  quite  confused  when  he  saw  his  own  sig- 
nature (F,  Aldercrutz)  appended  to  it.  After  a  little  hesitation  he  as- 
sured me  that  it  was  all  a  mistake,  that  I  had  not  been  a  prisoner,  £hat  he 
had  merely  sent  for  me,  without  knowing  who  I  was,  upon  being  told  that 
an  Englishman,  whom  he  had  not  seen,  was  about  leaving  Mompox  to  go 
up  the  river  that  morning.  Upon  Nicholson  (who  by  the  way  was  happy 
to  get  rid  so  easily  of  the  fine)  telling  the  G-overnor  that  I  felt  so  indignant 
at  the  treatment,  that  I  would  probably  make  a  representation  of  the  case 
to  the  TJ.  States  Minister,  he  turned  round  and  assured  me  that  he  had 
great  respect  for  my  country  and  felt  friendly  towards  my  countrymen  and 
hoped  I  did  not  feel  hurt  at  the  detention,  repeating  his  regret  at  the  mis- 
take. This  Governor  is  a  Swede,  elevated,  as  all  the  principal  officers  here 
are,  for  his  military  services,  to  his  present  situation,  he  is  very  strict  in 
exacting  all  the  rules  of  etiquette  from  strangers,  but  on  the  whole  is  a 
fine  fellow.  I  came  off  quite  pleased  with  him.  I  must  close  as  I  am  to 
dine  with  Glen  at  a  Mr.  Traverse  formerly  of  Baltimore. 

My  love  to  all.     Yours  truly,  Rbns.  Van  KENSSEtABR. 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany. 

Governor  Van  JVess  to  Gerteral  Van  Semmlaer. 
My  Dear  Sir,  Washington  City  May  14, 1829. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  you  are  perfectly  safe.  What 
I  write  I  know.  But  I  mnst  however,  request  that  jou  will  consider  this 
letter,  for  the  present,  most  sacredly  confidential.  Do  not  even  mention 
or  expose  my  name  to  your  friends  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Mr.  Westerlo, 
as  tbey  are  both,  and  long  have  been  unfriendly  to  me,  and  would  injure 
me  whenever  it  should  be  in  their  power.  I  shall  see  you  in  a  few  days, 
when  I  will  give  you  particulars.  Yours  cordially. 

The  HonbJe.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.  Albany.        C.  P.  Van  Nebs. 

Governor  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness  was  at  this  time  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Jackson  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  to  Spain. 

Son.  Edwwrd  Lioingston,,  to  Gen.  Vam,  Bensselaer. 
My  Dear  Sir.  New  York,  May  18,  1829. 

Your  letter  reached  me  in  the  back  parts  of  Pennsylvania  some  con- 
siderable time  after.its  date,  and  I  did  not  answer  it  until  I  should  have 
in  some  efTectual  manner  complied  with  the  request  it  contained.  This  I 
did  not  do  by  writing  to  the  P.  M.  Geni.  with  whom  I  had  no  personal 
acquaintance,  but  by  an  interview  with  the  President  himself  in  a  short 
visit  from  which  I  have  just  returned.  And  I  am  Authorized  to  assure 
you,  that  no  circumstance  (I  have  used  his  own  expressions)  but  improper 
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couduct  which  he  well  knows  cannot  exist  in  jour  case,  and  which  he  has 
Dover  heard  charged,  would  induce  him  to  deprive  jou  of  the  office.  He 
spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  jour  Character  and  Services,  and  desired 
me  to  say,  that  you  might  be  perfectly  easy  on  the  subject,  I  am  happy 
Sir,  in  being  able  to  give  jou  so  satisfactory  an  accountof  the  Commission 
with  which  you  honored  me,  as  well  as  the  opportunity  it  affords  me  of 
assuring  you  of  my  high  Esteem  and  respect,  being  with  great  regard 
Your  most  ohedt.  Sevt.  Edw,  Livingston. 

Uenl.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.  Albany. 

The,  (Meeits  of  Albany  to  the  Post  Master  General. 
Sir,  Albany  May  20th,  1829. 

The  undersigned  Citizens  of  Albany,  have  heard  with  surprise  and  re- 
gret, that  repeated  efforts  have  been  made,  to  produce  the  removal  of 
General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  from  the  Office  of  Post  Master  of  this 
City. 

The  gallant  and  patriotic  services  of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  are  so  inti- 
mately blended  with  the  history  of  his  Country,  that  it  becomes  unneces- 
sary for  us  to  state  the  strong  claims  that  he  has  on  public  gratitude.  A 
Soldier  who  has  borne  forward  our  national  Eagle  triumphantly  in  two 
wars,  ought  not,  and  we  are  confident  wOl  not,  be  sacrificed  by  a  generous 
government  without  strong  and  good  cause. 

Since  G-enera!  Van  Rensselaer  has  held  the  appointment  of  Post  Master, 
the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  discharged  with  ability,  and  with  a  con- 
stant regard  to  the  public  convenience.  We  are  confident,  that  if  all  our 
fellow  Citizens  could  express  their  opinions,  a  great  majority  embracing 
the  intelligence,  character  and  wealth  of  the  City,  would  unite  with  us  in 
this  just  testimonial. 

It  has  however  been  urged  as  an  objection  to  General  Van  Rensselaer, 
that  he  was  an  opponent  of  the  present  administration,  and  that  party 
policy  therefore  requires  his  removal.  This  ungenerous  and  false  allega- 
tion has  chiefly  induced  the  undersigned  to  make  this  communication. 
They  well  know,  that  during  the  last  Presidential  election.  General  Van 
Rensselaer  accorded  with  them  in  sentiments,  and  was  friendly  to  the  elec- 
tion of  our  present  distinguished  Chief  Magistrate. 

He  felt  and  expressed  to  his  friends,  the  delicacy  of  his  situation  as 
Post  Master,  and  may  have  been  restrained  by  a  sense  of  duty,  from  suf- 
fering any  imputations  to  attach  to  him  as  a  public  officer  (clothed  with 
peculiar  and  delicate  powers)  by  embarking  as  a  zealous  partizan  in  the 
controversy.  On  all  proper  occasions  his  sentiments  and  preference  wore 
frankly  and  freely  avowed. 

Very  respectfully  your  Obedient  Servants, 

John  Townsend,  Isaiah  Townsend, 

Joseph  Alexander      G.  T.  Lansing, 
Ebenezae  Baldwin,    J.  L.  Viele, 
Herman  V.  Hart,        Simeon  De  Witt, 
William  James,  N.  F.  Beck, 

Abra.  G,  Lansing,  Johm  R.  Bleecker, 
Peter  Gansevoort,  Franois  Bloodgood, 
R.  V,  De  Witt,  Philip  S.  Parker. 

The  undersigned  has  seen  the  above  communication  and  would  have 
cheerfully  signed  It,  had  he  not  been  restrained  by  the  oireumstance  that 
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of  another  County.  He  most  fully  accords  in  the  senti- 
ments and  views  of  the  signers  and  bears  his  cheerful  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  the  facts  therein  stated.  Pieebe  Van  Cortlandt. 

To  the  Hon.  William  F.  Barry,  Post  Master  General  &c.,  Washington. 

Qen.  Van  Gor&andt  to  Gen.  Tan  Sensseiam: 
Dear  Sir,  New  York,  June  25,  1829. 

Mr.  Moore  the  Embassador  to  South  America  arrived  here  yesterday, 
he  sails  from  this  port  in  a  few  days.     I  think  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 
come  down  immediately  if  jou  wish  to  see  him  before  his  departure.     He 
has  put  up  at  Mrs.  Southards  in  BroadWay,  just  below  Grace  Church. 
Yours  truly. 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 

Solomon  Van  E«nsselaer  Esqr,  P.  M.  Albany. 

Oen.  Tan  Senaaelaer  to  Ids  Wife. 
Dear  Harriot,  New  York  June  29, 1829. 

I  have  not  seenenough  of  Moore  to  judge  of  him,  I  will  know  more  of  him 
before  I  leave  this,  but  he  appears  to  be  frank  and  candid.  I  could  not 
expect  that  he  would  have  said  more  than  he  did,  nor  would  I  have  done 
and  said  as  much  about  a  Stranger.  He  mentioned  that  Dr.  Davis,  Major 
Davis  and  Gen.  Van  Cortlandt  were  my  warm  friends,  and  that  he  had 
heard  enough  about  myself  at  Washington.  That  Van  Buren  and  his 
friends  might  as  well  keep  themselves  quiet  for  they  could  do  nothing  against 
me,  that  Van  Buren  wis  trying  to  make  a  party  of  his  own,  but  it  would 
not  do,  that  he  was  perfectly  understood.  Swarthowdt  the  Collector  of  this 
port,  ttild  me,  that  Van  Buren  had  opposed  his  appointment,  and  that  he 
had  heard,  that  they,  Van  Buren  &  oo  —  opposed  me  also.  He  has  written 
on  to  know  the  facts  and  if  any  thing  is  neeessary  to  be  done,  he  will  pro- 
cure for  me  an  overwhelming  petition  from  this  oity.  This  can  easily  be 
done,  Genls,  Colden,  Bogardus,  Morton,  Oakley,  Hoffman,  Jones,  Hones, 
the  Clinton  family  and  others  will  go  all  lengths.  Kiss  all  for  me. 
Yours  affectionately  and  Sincerely. 

Mrs.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y.      Sol.  Van^Rbnsselaer. 

Ben&&elaer  Tan  Benaselaer  to  Ma  Fatlier. 
Dear  Father,  Bogota  July  12,  1829. 


I..  5  at  Mompox  sooner  than  I  intended  in  order  to  make  O) 
at  a  Yankee  dinner  party,  which  I  can  assure  you  is  a  rare  thing  in  that 
part  of  the  world  ;  there  were  five  of  us  together  and  a  season  of  great 
enjoyment.  We  had  the  condescension  to  ooosider  Edward  Glen  a 
Yankee  pro.  tempore,  which  made  os  all  birds  of  a  feather,  and  enabled 
us  to  enjoy,  with  greater  relish,  the  ham,  codfish  and  minie  pie  importa- 
tions from  the  United  States.  Our  good  host  Mr.  Traverse  kindly  offered 
me  any  books  I  might  choose  to  amuse  myself  with  in  going  up  the  river. 
1  soon  selected  about  a  score  —  Scotts,  Coopers,  Fieldings  and  Irving'a 
works  —  which  he  sent  to  my  lodgings,  the  reperusal  of  them  I  found 
very  pleasant.  After  a  delay  at  Mompox,  ftom  May  11th,  I  got  under 
weigh  in  reality  on  the  17th,  and  was  quite  satisfied  with  fair  promises 
of  a  speedy  trip.  It  would  have  been  quite  laughable  to  a  disinterested 
person,  understanding  our  individual  feelings  to  have  witnessed  the  part- 
ing between  Edward  and  myself;  butto  have  felt  the  herculean  grasp  of  our 
hands,  and  to  have  contrasted  that  with  the  stoical  indifference  with  which 
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onr  adieus  were  pronouaced ;  he  would,  no  doubt  liave  given  ua  due  credit 
for  our  philosophy.  The  scene  recalled  a  similar  one  to  mind,  that  oc- 
curred between  a  gallant  old  friend  at  home  and  myself,  but  never  mind, 
let  thoae  who  enjoy  a  laugh  at  such  heart  trials,  grin  like  monkeys :  I 
always  recover  my  humor  in  admiring  their  vmdom  ox  folly,  as  it  may  be. 
My  boat,  for  the  sake  of  expedition,  was  one  of  the  smallest  used  on  the 
river  by  travelers;  it  was  manned  by  the  patron  and  two  bogad(irs,  just 
large  enough  to  accommodate  us  all,  and  nothing  to  spare. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  progress  of  large  boats,  I  will  mention  that 
I  passed  about  half  way  between  Mompos  and  Honda  621  miles  apart, 
three  champfins  with  merchandise  having  a  collective  crew  of  sixty  men, 
which  had  cleared  two  months  previous  from  the  former  place.  Their 
dilatoriness  is  owing  to  the  uncommonly  late  rising  of  the  river.  Bach 
man  receives  his  $14  per  trip ;  their  work  is  so  very  laborious  that  they 
are  allowed  the  privilege  of  recruiting  their  enervated  bodies  by  remain- 
ing a  certain  number  of  daysatspccified  places.  My  patron  and  bogadors, 
all  Indians,  had  made  this  trip  so  often,  and  knowing  now  all  the  stopping 
sites  as  well  as  stage  horses,  I  had  the  utmost  difficulty  to  prevent  their 
visiting  the  old  haunts.  Still,  however,  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts,  they 
did  manage  to  stop  three  different  times  by  falling  desperately  sick,  but 
that  sickness  always  left  them  by  the  next  morning,  when  they  would  go 
on  again  with  new  vigor  for  a  few  more  days.  We  had  passed,  two  days 
afterleavingPenon,  thethreeboatsof  thcGlenson  the  same  destination  with 
us,  in  one  of  which  I  had  expected  to  have  continued  my  journey. 
Many  of  the  crew  who  had  so  frequently  seen  me  during  my  stay  in 
Barvanquilla,  expressed  pleasure  at  our  meeting  and  regret  at  parting 
with  a  friend  of  their  employer's  house.  I  left  them  after  finding  that 
all  was  going  on  we!l ;  they  looked  really  so  sorrowful,  that  I  could  not 
but  pity  and  sympathize  with  them.  Some  of  the  number,  though  of  a 
"  lowly  condition "  were  genuine  worthy  fellows,  who  had  for  years, 
many  yeare  been  truly  faithful  to  their  masters.  Edward  had  stood  as 
Compidre  or  protector  at  his  marriage.  I  mas,  however,  thankful  not  to 
have  been  so  long  detained  even  with  the  advantages  of  more  space  in 
these  larger  boats. 

The  palm  leaf  toldo*— impenetrable  to  heat  or  rain,  was  scarcely  high 
enough  to  admit  of  my  sitting  upright,  but  then  my  baggage  was  so 
arranged  that  I  could  recline  back  upon  it  partly  in  a  sitting,  partly  in  a 
lying  posture  or  extended  full  length  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  with  my 
mat  underneath  engaged  in  reading  or  writing  or  my  Spanish  studies. 
As  the  boga  in  front  (assisted  ever  and  anon  by  Cato),  required  all  the 
space  between  my  toldo  and  the  prow,equipped  with  his  light  pole,  rounded 
slightly,  resting  gainst  his  naked  breast  as  with  the  old  boatmen  of  the 
Mississippi,  engaged  in  propelling  the  vessel,  and  as  the  cooking  utensils, 
boga's  baggage,  &c.,  lumbered  up  all  the  vacancy  in  the  stern  —  I  of  course 
was  obliged  to  remain  constantly  housed  while  under  headway.  This 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  choice,  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  the 
thermometer  ranges  over  100°,  hut  the  confinement  was  quite  irksome  in 
the  fine  mornings  and  evenings.  At  the  commencement  I  found  the 
movement  of  the  little  champdn  very  uncomfortable  ;  its  diminutive  size, 
BO  essential  to  speed,  was  against  its  stability  ;  every  motion  of  the  boat- 
men would  make  her  roll  so  much,  that  it  was  long  before  I  could  aoeustom 
myself  to  the  motion.  It  was  a  day  or  so  too,  before  I  could  abstract  my 
attention  from  the  stamping,  jarring  footsteps  so  immediately  overhead. 
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on  top  of  tbe  toldo  ;  this  together  with  the  constant,  unvaried  chant,  at 
first  an  inttilerable  nmsanoe,  soon  became  unnoticed,  habit  is  every  thing, 
and  could  teoeive  as  much  pleasure  in  the  perusal  of  an  entertaining,  book 
as  over,  for  you  know  my  disposition  is  generally  happy  in  accommodat- 
ing itself  to  every  situation  and  inconvenience.  The  first  night  we  only 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  romantic  little  Indian  hamlet  of  Minchiqueo, 
two  leagues  from  Mompox  in  the  same  province.  I  directed  my  "  Snow 
Ball "  (as  Uncle  Peter  oalls  Gato)  to  take  my  bedding,  &c.,  ashore  and 
I  rejoiced  in  an  opportunity  once  more  of  porambulating  after  my  close 
confinement  in  the  small  boat. 

The  gloomy,  wild,  impenetrable  forest,  inclosing  on  the  three  sides  the 
little  plot  of  ten  or  fifteen  acres  of  cleared  ground  on  whieh  the  hamlet 
stands,  gives  undisturbed  shelter  to  the  hordes  of  large  red  monkeys, 
whose  growl,  at  this  hour,  so  much  resembling  the  distant  roar  of  lions  ; 
together  with  the  occasional  peculiar  cry  of  the  hoarse  noted  macaws,  as 
flitting  overhead  in  pairs  and  exposing  to  view,  in  the  last  rays  of  the 
dipping  sun,  the  gaudiness  of  their  dress  they  wend  to  their  nightly  re- 
treat, were  the  only  interruptions  to  the  serenity  of  the  scene.  I  had 
often  admired  the  beanty  of  this  bird,  but  here  was  a  new  variety ;  many 
a  pair  with  deep  scarlet  plumage  passed  over  among  the  green,  bine  and 
parti-colored  ones.  I  had  never  before  seen  this  species  and  was  "  smitten 
at  first  sight,"  a  thing  Memory  aays  is  no  novelty  to  a  susceptive  youth 
as  myself  It  is  the  invariable  habit  of  the  gitaycamdyo  to  take  this  twi- 
light flight,  as  is  the  case  with  all  birds  of  the  genus,  belonging  to  the 
parrot  family,  from  this  the  chief  of  the  tribe  down  to  the  twittering 
little  p&roquet  and  thoy  tend  aofc  a  little  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  the  de- 
lightful evenings  of  this  tropical  climate.  These  birds  have  their  nests 
in  high  hollow  trees  and  subsist  on  the  grains  and  luscious  frnits.  Upon 
returning  from  my  walk,  I  found  Ciito  had  spread  my  mat  under  a  cluster 
of  Orange  trees,  with  the  tolda  hanging  over  it,  lashed  to  the  trunks  of 
two  others  of  the  same  kind.  I  of  course  applauded  his  taste  in  selecting 
so  fragrant  a  spot;  for  the  trees  though  loaded  with  fruit  in  every  stage, 
had  still  plenty  of  aromatic  blossoms  left  to  fill  the  air  with  "  balmy 
sweets,"  and  I  anticipated  the  delectable  sleep  I  subsequently  enjoyed  in 
so  odoriferous  a  resting  place.  The  orange  is  not  the  only  fruit  flourish- 
ing here,  for  in  the  intervals  between  the  scattering  huts,  sported  in  all 
its  pride  and  lofty  grandeur  the  Oocoa  tree,  whose  long  feathery  leaves 
wave  so  gracefully  to  the  gentle  evening  breeze,  and  whose  clusters  of 
fruit,  so  grateful  to  the  taste,  interspersed  amongst  those  leaves,  protected 
from  the  sun  and  rains  by  this  natural  umbrella,  ever  afford  such  a  temp- 
tation to  the  hungry  or  thirsty  gormandizer.  There  is  another  fruit  here, 
now  in  full  maturity,  is  of  a  very  perishable  nature,  inclosed  in  a  rustv 
coat,  having  two  black  seeds :  it  is  about  the  size  of  a  common  blue  plum, 
very  mellow  and  of  an  exquisite  flavor,  its  name  was  given  but  has  escaped 
me.  The  Bananas  abound  in  the  most  thrifty  style,  which  together  with 
limes,  succulent  lemons,  pine-apples  and  other  tropical  fruits  contribute  to 
form  the  best  collection  I  had  heretofore  met  with  at  any  one  place  in  the 
country.  The  pine-appie  appears  to  grow  best  in  the  shade,  I  found  it 
sheltered  under  the  broad  leaves  of  the  banana  plant ;  each  apple  is  nour- 
ished by  itself,  at  the  end  of  a  solitary  stem,  rising  from  the  centre  of  a 
tuft  of  long  dagger  like  shaped  grass ;  the  blade  is  very  thick  and  strong, 
pointed  with  a  thorn. 
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The  next  morning  we  were  under  headway  before  daylight,  and  tha 
bogaa  having  taken  to  their  task  with  too  much  zeal,  began  to  lay  in  their 
work  towards  the  afternoon,  and  about  4  oclock  came  to  a  stop  opposite  a 
lonely  hut.  They  soon  commenced  washing  out  the  boat,  securing  their 
palaneas  along  side,  &c.,  their  last  duties  at  the  close  of  a  day's  work.  I, 
however,  very  soon  broke  in  upon  these,  to  them  pleasant  duties,  hy  order- 
ing them  to  go  on  still  further;  but  they  did  not  like  this  interference  of 
mine,  with  their  avocations,  at  all.  They  told  me  that  there  was  no  other 
house  to  stop  at  for  leagues  ahead,  nothing  but  pla^a  (the  shore  or  strand) 
to  rest  upon.  To  all  their  murmurings  I  replied  that  I  did  not  want  a 
bouse  to  sleep  in.  I  had  slept  on  sandbars  before,  and  insisted  upon  their 
moving  on,  which  they  did  very  reluctaotiy  and  I  as  reluctantly  again 
embarked  having  a  severe  headache  and  feeling  excessively  tired.  But 
I  deemed  it  best  to  initiate  the  bogas  into  my  ways  as  soon  as  possible  and 
to  let  them  see  that  I  would  be  obeyed.  The  rascals  seeing  me  indisposed 
thought  to  punish  me  by  keeping  on  quite  late  now  they  were  again 
started  ;  and  under  a  pretence  of  not  being  able  to  find  a  place,  kept  on 
past  several  pluya  (as  Cato  told  me)  till  near  ten  oelock ;  and  then  came 
to,  along  side  of  what  had  ent  been  an  alligators  hatching  place  in  a  sand 
bank.  The  empty  and  curled  up  egg-ahells  of  this  reptile,  which  were 
strewed  about  in  such  quantities,  indicu.ted  this  to  have  really  been  the 
site  chosen,  by  the  female,  for  depositing  her  eggs  in  the  sand  and  trusting 
to  the  sun's  hot  rays  to  hatch  out  her  young  ones.  By  this  time  my 
fatigue  and  malady  had  increased  so  much  that  I  did  not  fee!  very  par- 
ticular as  to  my  place  of  lodging,  Cato  very  quickly  had  the  shells  brushed 
away  from  a  smooth  spot  and  the  tolda's  in  order  for  nestling  uuder,  and 
I  as  quickly  crawled  in  while  the  lower  edges  of  the  muaquito-bars  w^e 
carefully  tucked  under  my  mat.  I  had  previously  given  my  black  tn&w- 
hall  directions  to  call  me  when  the  moon,  now  in  its  last  quarter,  was  in 
a  lino  with  the  top  of  a  tree  which  I  designated ;  and  also  how  to  act,  in 
case  that  any  of  the  cdyman  or  alligators  should  pay  any  of  us  a  visit,  in 
the  night,  with  the  intention  of  making  a  meal  of  either  of  us;  a  thing 
which  the  negro  apprehended  more  than  anything  else  on  the  river. 

I  soon  felt  soundly  asleep,  but  how  long  I  had  been  in  that  state,  I  cannot 
tell,  I  only  know  thatwhenfairlyawake  I  found  myself  sitting  upright,under 
the  toldo  which  was  visibly  and  violently  agitated  by  some  external  agency ; 
my  pistols  were  in  one  hand  and  sword  in  the  other.  The  movement  of  my 
toldo  must,  .undoubtedly,  have  aroused  me,  and  instinct  caused  me  to  seize 
my  arms,  for  I  distinctly  recollect  that  surprise,  at  finding  myself  in  this 
warlike  attitude,  was  the  Jh'st  unmingled  emotion  of  my  waking  sense. 
Then  like  a  flash  of  lightning  the  idea  of  a  oayman's  visit  came  across  my 
mind  and  simultaneously  I  saw,  by  the  light  of  the  moon  just  rising  over 
the  top  of  the  trees,  through  the  thin  fabric  of  my  toldo,  a  dark  object 
e/awlin^  or  moving  and  stoutly  shaking  the  dark  side  of  Cato's  toldo,  one 
cord  of  which  being  fastened  to  the  same  stake  with  my  own  communicated 
all  its  motion  to  both.  My  idea  that  a  oayman  had  come  for  a  feast  was 
now  fully  confirmed  by  this  dark  looking  busy  apparition,  I  cocked  my 
pistols  but  the  distance  and  a  knowledge  of  the  cayman's  toughness  of  hide 
determined  me  to  change  my  plan  of  operations.  I  thought  it  the  better 
plan  to  throw  myself  between  the  toldos  and  the  river,  then  to  attack  the 
ir  in  his  retreat;  for  you  know  if  I  had  commenced  bombarding 
y  at  too  long  a  distance,  when  he  was  so  well  protected,  it  would 
re  than  probable  that  the  firing  would  have  been  without 
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e£feot  on  saeh  a  foe,  then  I  should  have  not  only  lost  my  ammunition  hut 
peradventure  my  negro  too.  I  was  out  of  the  tolda  as  quick:  aa  thought, 
but  wishing  to  ascertain,  before  commencing  the  attack,  after  gaining  my 
position,  where  Cato  was,  I  called  out  to  him.  When,  will  you  believe  it 
instead  of  coming  to  me  carrying  his  head  under  his  arm,  or  his  leg  on 
his  shoulder,  he  appeared  without  any  mart  of  a  coaiiot  with  an  alligator 
and  answered  "  Sir"  as  boldly  and  as  plainly  as  I  had  ever  heard  him 
speak  that  word.  A  thought  then  struck  me,  but  I  was  not  yet  sure  and 
I  soon  asked  "  what  the  devil  he  was  doing  there  ?"  He  answered  that 
"  the  musquitoes  had  got  under  his  toldo  and  that  he  had  been  shaking 
them  out,"  which  convinced  me  that  he  had  been  the  dark  object  under 
the  dark  side  of  the  t(ildo.  I  went  to  bed  again  somewhat  relieved  and 
ere  long  fast  asleep  but  was  once  more  awakened  by  the  sonorous  voice  of 
Cato  now  catling  out  to  the  bogas  "vayimonos  muchdohones,"  "let  us  go 
away  boys,"  and  the  moon  being  at  the  point  designated,  we  were  soon 
voyagers  along  the  winding  banks  of  the  river. 

At  Penon,  an  Indian  village  at  which  we  staid  over  night,  the  toldo  was 
pitched  under  the  trees  in  one  of  the  main  streets.  During  this  operation 
we  had  plenty  of  spectatois  who  came  to  offer  to  no  rare  a  customer  as  a 
hidnooor  white  man  their  bdllo — Indian  meil  b>iledin  plantain  leaves  — 
but  I  purchased  earthen  pofs  for  cookery  to  make  my  stock  of  kitchen 
furniture  complete  The  ciew  were  by  their  bargain  obliged  to  procure 
their  own  provisions  md  of  course  they  had  a  larder  of  their  own  On 
the  sisth  day  after  leaving  Mompos,  in  which  we  had  passed  nine  Indian 
hamlets,  we  reached  the  rather  large  village  of  Morales,  early  in  the  after- 
noon. This  place  is  beautifully  decorated  by  a  row  of  thrifty  eocoanut 
trees  on  the  river's  bank,  from  one  estremity  of  the  vili  to  the  other,  and 
is  one  of  the  regular  stopping  places  for  the  hard  working  bogas  who  man 
the  large  boats,  they  require  a  rest  of  one  or  two  days.  In  my  light  vessel 
this  repose  was  not  at  all  required  for  the  bogas,  but  one  of  them  landed 
here  on  pretence  of  business,  and  did  not  make  bis  appearance  till  the  next 
morning,  for  fear  I  would  compel  them  to  go  on  still  further;  but  I  did 
not  feel  at  ail  vexed,  for  the  change  was  as  pleasant  to  me  as  to  them. 

The  boatmen  are  always  paid  in  advance  for  their  jobs,  which  makes 
them  heedless  of  the  time  they  consume  in  performing  them  ;  owing  to 
this  many  of  the  large  boats  are  three  months  in  accomplishing  the 
voyage,  when  two  should  answer,  Notliing  seems  to  excite  the  ambition 
of  these  improvident  creatures.  In  the  course  of  my  rambles,  that  after- 
noon, I  came  across  two  foreigners,  passengers  in  one  of  the  seven 
charapans  lying  before  this  place;  they  were  three  weeks  from  Mompox 
and  both  bound  for  the  salt  mines  near  Bogofa.  One  was  a  Cornish 
miner,  the  other  a  Frenchman  but  he  spoke  better  English  than  the 
Britain.  They  have  been  here  detained  two  days  beyond  the  allotted 
time  for  resting,  in  consequence  of  a  row,  among  the  crews  of  the  different 
boats,  in  which  one  of  their  bog:^  was  completely  disabled  and  their 
patron  so  badly  wounded  by  mach&tes  that  they  could  not  go  on.  The 
cause  of  quarrel  was  some  trivial  thing,  which  will  cause  some  of  these 
fellows  to  draw  their  knives  and  set  them  at  cutting  and  slashing  each 
other  as  if  they  were  chopping  up  pampkins  for  a  stall  fed  ox.  Nor  do 
they  require  the  usual  stimulants  of  our  home  bullias — rum,  to  set  them 
at  lo^erheads,  for  they  scarcely  ever  get  drunk ;  indeed  abstinence  from 
strong  liquors  is  here  a  universal  virtue  —  necessity  rather — for  the 
climate  is  against  the  longevity  of  a  hard  drinker.     Our  Oornbh  miner. 
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one  of  your  little  fellows  only  one  inch  taller  than  myself,  (s\s.  feet  four 
inches  high)  and  proportionately  built,  had  heen  most  terribly  annoyed  by 
the  mosquitoes ;  his  arms  and  legs,  from  the  elbow  and  knee  down  to  the 
nails  of  fingers  and  toes  were  nearly  one  contianed  sore,  nor  was  his  face 
or  neck  in  a  much  better  plight.  I  asked  him  "why  he  had  not  provided 
himself  with  a  toldo."  "  Why  dang  it  zur,  I  had  un  till  the  dom  bogaa 
Btold  it  o'me  of  a  night  when  I  was  sleepin,"  "You  are  a  sound 
sleeper,"  says  I.  Izz  8ur,  I  duz  sleep  sound,  but  when  I  wakt  with  their 
pullin  it  fra'  under  me  and  ehassed  them,  I  tumblet  down,  and  they  run 
in  the  booshes  wi  the  t<51do,  an  thata  the  last  o'  it." 

Our  cvew  having  assembled  at  the  boat,  quite  early,  we  again  started 
and  on  the  fourth  day  after  that  came  to,  in  the  evening,  at  San  I'ablo 
where  we  remained  next  day  to  waab  our  clothe,  buy  provisions  and  to 
humor  the  bogaa  —  who  wished  me  to  allow  them  one  day  for  rest  at  this 
stopping  place,  and  then  they  would  go  on  to  Honda  without  applying  for 
the  same  favor  again.  '  Leaving  Cato  and  the  bogaa  cleansing  their  travel- 
ing clothea,  I  atarted  with  my  gun  on  my  shoulder,  machete  by  my  side, 
and  compass  in  my  hand  to  follow,  in  search  of  game  and  varie^,  a  little 
path  leading  into  the  forest,  which  here  as  at  all  other  Indian  villages 
approximates  so  near  and  euoloses  with  its  almost  impenetrable  wilds  those 
tiny  spots  of  human  cultivation  and  habitation.  A  walk  of  a  mile  along 
this  path  brought  me  to  a  cleared  site  of  some  thirty  acres,  formerly  a 
plantation,  but  now  the  free  grazing  ground  of  jaokasses,  goats  and  cows. 
The  heat  of  the  sun  in  this  close,  unsheltered  place,  compelled  me  to  add 
somewhat  to  the  speed  of  my  loitering  gait  in  crossing  over  to  gain  one 
of  the  many  sylvan  tracks  on  the  other  side,  where  I  le-assumed  my  lei- 
surely movements.  While  stretching  my  neck,  in  vain,  and  straining  my 
eyes  to  get  a  sight  of  the  "  pavo  "  (turkeys  and  wood-grouse)  which  at  times 
resort  here,  could  see  or  hear  nothing  save  macaws,  parrots,  and  monkeys. 
I  had  so  frequently  observed  these  interesting  things  that  it  seemed  but 
dull  sport.  Whilst  quenching  my  thirst  at  a  "  crystal  stream "  I  was 
suddenly  startled  by  a  rustling  in  the  underbrush  at  hand,  and  directly 
after  had  an  indistinct  glimpse  of  some  animal  running  along,  which, 
from  its  color,  1  supposed  to  be  a  deer.  Snatching  up  my  arms  I  followed 
the  road  he  took  which  led  me,  in  a  very  short  time,  to  a  little  open  vale, 
at  the  foot  of  a  murmuring  cascade.  As  soon  as  I  broke  into  it  from  the 
woods,  my  ears  were  saluted  by  a  stunning,  shrill,  unearthly  shriek  as 
piercing  and  uproarious  a  tumult  as  if  all  Bedlam  had  joined  in  a  full 
chorus  1  Jupiter  Ammon  1 1  I  nearly  fainted,  my  modesty  reoeived 
such  an  electrical  shock  ! ! !  My  surprise  may  easily  be  imagined  when 
I  discovered  in  the  little  pool  below  the  cascade  some  five  or  six  tawny 
females  up  to  their  waist  in  water  engaged  in  washing  their  soiled  clothes. 
Among  the  pack  of  dogs,  that  also  greeted  my  appearance  and  joined  in 
concert  to  the  female  yell,  was  one  whose  dun  color  had  led  me,  in  the 
pacing  glance,  to  mistake  him  for  a  deer,  I  qaickly  beat  a  retreat  and 
left  the  Naiads  wallowing,  in  theii  limpid  fountain  and  pursued  my  course 
hoatioard,  where  I  arrived  with  a  stomach  full  of  emptiness  and  legs  full 
of  weariness,  without  having  shed  any  blood  in  my  ramble  except  that  of 
a  pretty  green  snake  which  perished  by  decapitation.  Quite  satisfied  with 
the  exercise  I  had  taken,  the  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  by  me  in  reading 
and  fishing. 

This  last  amusement  had  heen  resorted  to  in  coming  up  the  river  only 
when  the  nature  of  the  ground,  at  the  resting  or  eating  places,  precluded 
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the  possibility  of  walking.  Many  such  had  turned  up,  and  then  we  always 
endeavored  to  forget  the  deprivation  from  exercbe,  in  the  pleasures  of  the 
ever  suocessftil  angling  rod.  We  never  made  use  of  our  hook  and  line 
without  procuring  at  least  a  dish  for  ourseJves,  and  very  frequently  we 
also  hauled  in  enough  for  the  bogaa.  The  only  kinds  that  took  our  bait 
were  of  the  catfish  tribe ;  of  the  two  species  that  we  caught,  one  greatly 
resembles  those  of  the  Hudson  river ;  the  other  differs  from  it  in  the  flat- 
ness of  its  head  and  in  the  construction  of  its  beard,  which  grows  the 
length  of  the  fishes'  body  and  from  the  circumstance  is  nailed  bdrba  by 
the  boatmen.  Both  kinds  are  very  plentiful,  fat  and  in  flavor  excel  any 
thing  of  the  flsh  kind  I  ever  tasted  ;  they  are  justly  considered  the  best 
in  the  river.  Some  of  them  attain  an  enormous  size,  the  largest  one  I 
ever  saw  was  two  feet  and  a  half  long ;  but  have  no  doubt  they  are  fre- 
quently as  large,  if  not  larger,  than  those  of  the  Mississippi  or  the  Lakes  j 
their  fat  is  like  that  of  mutton  to  the  eye  :  the  Indians  boil  without  skiu- 
ning  them.  There  is  nothing  particularly  interesting  on  the  lower  part 
of  this  river,  it  has  a  sameness  that  tires  the  traveler  —  a  trip  from  one 
village  to  another  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  whole  route.  The  village  houses 
axe  all  made  of  reeds  and  thatched  with  palmetto  leaves;  no  floors;  plenty 
of  children  and  barking  ours ;  all  looks  cUrty  around  them  for  they  are 
poor,  filthy  and  noisy.  The  only  marks  of  tillage  are  found  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  those  vills,  the  rest,  extending  as  far  as  the  vision  can 
trace,  is  a  wild  luxuriant  wilderness.  There  is  seldom  any  high  back 
scenery  to  relieve  the  eye ;  the  lofty  mountain  peaks  do  not  approach  the 
river  till  near  Honda,  at  which  place,  the  base  of  the  vast  eminence,  is  in 
places  laved  by  the  dimiaished  Magdalena,  while  the  summit  rises  hun- 
dreds of  feet  above  you,  clothed  with  flowers,  shrubs  and  all  the  brilliant 
trees  of  this  wild  region.  Often  when  our  boat  was  at  anchor,  while  the 
ceremony  of  cookins  was  going  on  both  morning  and  evening,  have  I 
wandered  over  the  flats  that  spread  out  from  the  bottom  of  those  hills  to 
admire  the  richness  of  the  soil,  the  perpetual  verdure  of  the  forests,  the 
beauty  of  the  birds  or  the  general  stillness  and  sublimity  of  the  scene,  to 
find  myself  chanting  —  when  awakened  from  a  revery  —  in  my  most  dulcet 
notes  those  expressive  words  of  Moore,  "  How  great  indeed  had  been  our 
bliss,  If  Heav'n  had  but  assign'd  us,  To  live  and.  die  in  scenes  like  this, 
With  some  we've  left  behind  us."  But  it  is  impossible  to  impress  on 
paper  the  strong  emotions  so  frequently  experienced  during  my  travels  in 
this  beautiful  country,  so  I  will  leave  these  romantic  sports  for  the  present. 
My  gun  afforded  me  not  only  plenty  of  sport,  but  was  an  indispensable 
implement  in  our  very  long  passage.  I  had  provided  more  than  enough 
yams,  tea,  coffee  &c.,  still  my  store  of  salt  wsait  as  also  that  of  the  bogadors 
was  only  calculated  for  a  trip  of  eighteen  or  twenty  days,  and  we  soon 
found  the  necessity  of  husbanding  it  as  much  as  possible.  The  Indian 
hamlets  affording  nothing  but  fruits,  rarely  eggs,  and  never  meats  of  any 
kind,  it  was  indeed  fortunate  a  remedy  was  ever  at  hand  in  my  trusty 
fusil.  It  was  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  us  to  have  three  or  four  wild 
turkeys,  ducks  or  any  other  large  unknown  birds  on  hand  at  one  time,  so 
you  may  well  suppose  then,  that  our  fare  was  none  of  the  worst.  My 
bogas  always  had  their  share  of  the  fine  game  w'hen  I  had'  a  larger  supply 
than  I  could  preserve  from  decay,  but  when,  as  it  sometimes  happened,  I 
had  but  a  single  bird  for  my  own  use  they  would  apply  to  me  for  a  gdrza 
or  crane.  These  could  always  be  obtained  as  the  river  abounds  with  them, 
they  are  quite  fat  and  are  eaten  by  the  bogas  with  much  gusto ;  but  I 
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never  could  OTorcome  my  prejudice  onongli  to  taste  them  but  once  and 
then  found  them  quite  an  agreeable  addition  to  the  impoverished  con- 
tents and  meagre  supply  of  oar  "oUas"  or  eartheru  cooking  pots.  We 
also  often  made  a  short  stop  to  allow  the  men  an  opportunity  of  gathering 
turtle's  eggs,  of  which  they  found  in  some  places  large  quantities. 

The  turkeys,  like  all  other  forest  birds  here,  are  tough  but  very  aweet 
meat;  the  ducks  assimilate  much  to  our  oanvaabaoks  but  in  siae  and  iavor 
are  superior.  The  unknown  bird  is  shaped  like  our  woodoook,  but  the 
body  is  larger  than  a  goose;  when  the  skin  ia  stripped  off  it  appearea  like 
a  solid  lump  of  fat  but  are  good  eating  and  very  tender  ;  they  fly  in  im- 
mense flocks  feeding  on  the  sand  bars.  On  the  3rd  of  June  I  secured 
among  my  little  crew  an  exalted  reputation  for  myself  as  one  of  the  med- 
ical sa  vans.  In  attempting  to  double  one  of  the  "penons"  or  points 
against  which  the  current  sets  with  so  much  force  as  to  make  it  very 
difficult,  the  boat  being  driven  back  as  frequently  occurs  at  those  places 
with  such  velocity  gainst  the  perpendicular  bank,  that  the  L'atrijn  was 
obliged  to  fend  off  with  both  hands  to  prevent  our  going  to  pieces.  In 
doing  which  ens  of  his  hands  was  stung  by  a  snake  or  some  other  reptile. 
The  subtile  poison  caused  the  wound  in  a  short  time  to  become  very  pain- 
ful, as  indicated  by  his  piteous  groans  and  pallid  hue,  likewise  so  much 
swollen  that  he  became  greatly  alarmed  and  stopped  the  boat,  I  could 
not  discover  where  the  fangs  had  entered,  and  was  aatonished  to  see  his 
hand  increase  in  size  so  rapidly ;  however  I  took  the  poor  fellow  under 
my  protecting  wing ;  and  whilst  I  was  engaged  in  applying  a  ligature  below 
the  elbow,  above  the  swelling,  Cato  was,  with  all  the  dispatch  of  one  who  saw 
the  necessity,  amalgamating  the  only  ingredients  I  possessed,  in  which  I 
had  any  confidence,  or  hope  of  proving  a  beneficial  unction  in  this  forlorn 
case.  A  cataplasm  of  sugar,  salt  and  turpentine  soap  waa  soon  well 
daubed  on  with  unsparing  hand,  and  then  to  obviate  the  neoesaity  of  re- 
maining in  the  wild,  cheerless  spot  at  which  we  then  were,  I  made  him 
orawl  under  the  part  of  the  toldo  appropriated  to  Oato,  that  he  might 
grunt  there  at  bia  leisure,  whilst  a  boga  took  his  place  and  Oato  the  pa- 
l^nca  of  the  latter.  Shortly  after  applying  the  soft  poultice  the  invalid 
fancied  the  pain  was  eased,  in  fact  the  next  day,  on  removing  the  band- 
agea,  the  swelling  had  all  disappeared.  That  accident  was  nearly  the  cause 
of  proving  a  much  greater  one. 

Oato  after  giving  up  his  berth  under  the  tolda  to  the  sick  man  had 
mounted  the  quarter  deck  with  the  palAnca  or  pole  in  order  to  keep  the 
boat  moving  that  day.  The  little  negro  did  great  credit  to  hia  new  avo- 
cation, and  aa  long  aa  he  had  "  plain  aailing"  before  him  all  went  well, 
the  little  bark  perhaps  had  never  glided  so  swiftly  through  the  waters  aa 
she  did  when  propelled  by  him.  But  after  an  hour  or  two,  in  attempting 
to  double  a  diffipult  "  peSdn  "  where  not  only  skill  but  great  force  was  re- 
quisite for  its  accomplishment,  the  faithful  negro  who  never  was  back- 
ward in  any  emergency  waa  determined  in  this  ease  to  prove  himaelf,  at 
least,  equal  to  the  natives  in  their  proper  element.  But  alas  !  the  vanity 
of  ambition  !  In  order  to  give  a  powerful  heave,  in  pressing  his  pole 
against  the  limb  of  a  tree  diagonally  overhead,  it  broke  and  down  he  plumped 
into  the  water  with  its  rapid  current  where  a  fifteen  foot  paldnca  could- 
find  no  bottom.  It  occurred  at  the  turn  where  it  would  bo  difficult  for  a 
veteran  swimmer  to  reach  the  trees  or  peuduloua  vines  from  the  banks, 
over  the  vortex  of  violently  whirling  water  where  thereare  no  soundings,  for 
the  stream  comes  rushing  along  with  such  forc^  and  then  being  so  sud- 
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denly  impedecl  by  these  large  rocks  as  to  form  a  raging  whirlpool.  This 
portentous  accident  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  "  land  labber,"  (as  he 
knevi  not  the  art  of  swimming,  and  the  stream  that  was  in  the  act  of  bear- 
ing him  away  made  such  a  stunning  noise,  together  with  uninterrupted 
laboring  cry  of  the  b<5gas,  and  extra  motion  of  the  boat  were  such  common 
things,  at  these  peniins,  as  by  this  time  not  often  to  attract  my  notice,)  but 
for  the  providential  circumstance  of  my  being  at  the  mouth  of  the  tdldo 
waiting  for  a  shot  at  a  crimson  spoon  bill  duck,  which  I  had  a  few  mo- 
menta before  seen  to  alight  on  a  point  above  us.  While  stretching  out 
my  neck  to  ascertain  the  precise  situation  of  the  bird,  I  olwerved  the  dan- 
gerous predicament  of  my  dark^.  Hastily  throwing  my  gun  aside,  I 
forcibly  snatohed  the  pal^nca  from  the  hand  of  the  forward  biiga,  mho 
with  the  Alt  of  one  petrified,  was  instinctively  clinging  to  the  vines  in  the 
bank,  to  prevent  the  boat  going  back.  However  I  quickly  broke  his  hold, 
be  began  to  swear  and  refused  me  his  pole,  but  that  was  no  time  for  cere- 
mony  and  at  my  threat  of  throwing  him  overboard,  he  only  replied  "what 
a  man  "  and  after  I  had,  as  related,  taken  the  pole  by  force,  he  squatted 
down  in  the  bows  of  the  boat  and  looked  as  vacant  as  if  nothing  was  going 
on,  both  of  the  bdgas  were  too  much  stupified  to  lend  their  ^d.  One  stout 
heave  on  the  pole,  aided  by  the  rapids,  brought  me  near  enough  to  the 
receding  but  manfully  struggling  negro  to  extend  him  one  end  of  it  and 
he  was  soon  hauled  aboard  —  while  the  caymiin  was  cheated  of  his  meal. 
Then  the  paddles  brought  the  boat  along  side  the  b.^nk  and  we  proceeded 
as  usual  on  oar  route. 

I  had  seen  "  Snowball"  splashing  about  in  the  waters  of  our  own  bonnie 
Hudson  some  years  since,  he  then  was  rescued  from  drowning  through 
my  instrumentality,  and  in  spite  of  my  intense  anxiety  at  this  time,  I 
could  not  but  remark,  nor  refrain  from  smiling  (when  the  danger  was 
past)  at  his  ludicrous  appearance  at  both  times.  His  eyes  were  distended, 
and  ever  and  anon,  a  spout  issued  from  his  mouth  like  that  from  the  nos- 
trils of  a  whale.  To  my  cheering  and  earnest  cry  of  "  paddle  away  my 
brave  boy,"  he  answered  with  a  language  something  between  a  grunt  and 
a  groan  ;  but  when  I  finally  dragged  him  in  the  boat,  he  went  to  work 
again  as  if  he  had  not  been  in  the  least  jeopardy,  or  without  betraying 
any  signs  of  agitation  at  the  adventure,  simply  remarking  that  "  It  was 
well  for  him  there  were  no  caymans  just  then  in  waiting."  "  Ca^/maft" 
is  the  Spanish  of  Alligator,  in  which  the  whole  length  of  the  river  abounds. 
We  had  heard  some  report  in  Barranquilla  of  an  Englishman  having  lost 
a  son  by  them  on  this  stream,  which  was  true  as  I  subsequently  discovered. 

The  day  following  these  nearly  tragical  events,  we  reached  the  little 
town  of  San.  Banolemo,  and  tarried  one  day;  by  this  time  the  Pairdn 
was  fast  recovering  we  went  on  our  way  without  any  more  trouble.  Cato 
working  in  the  cool  parts  of  the  day  as  he  had  previously  and  taking  to 
the  house  when  the  heat  was  too  intense.  We  again  came  across  the 
large  kind  of  birds  after  which  I  had  a  "wild  goose  chase"  on  the 
savannas  below  Mompox.  I  found  them  very  shy,  and  made  several  vain 
attempts  before  I  got  a  shot  at  them  the  first  time,  and  then  was  com- 
pelled to  fire  at  such  a  distance,  that  I  only  succeeded  in  crippling  one 
out  of  an  enormous  flock,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  fell  into  the  water 
about  100  yards  from  the  shore,  where  it  imniediately  was  drawn  under, 
by  one  of  the  greedy  caymans,  which  had  crawled  from  the  sunny  sand 
bank  at  my  approach.  However  these  futile  efforts  made  me  better  ae- 
qujunted  with  their  "  manners  and  customs,"  and  afterwards  procured  as 
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manj  as  I  pleased,  killing  seven,  one  day,  with  the  two  barrels.  They  are 
larger  than  our  goose,  with  a  dark  fleshy  head  and  neok,  plumage  white, 
shaped  exactly  like  out  woodcock,  and  the  only  bird  I  have  met  with  ia 
this  country  which  can  be  called  really  fat,  they  are  tolerably  good  eating. 

We  now  occasionally  were  favored  with  a  distant  view  of  the  Andes 
which  was  an  agreeable  relief  to  the  eye  so  long  accustomed  to  the  un- 
varying sight  of  the  luxuriancy  of  the  plains  in  the  level  country,  but  as 
we  approached  nearer,  ia  our  progress,  towards  those  mountains  we  were 
the  oftener  disturbed  from  our  sleep  by  tremendous  showers  of  rain.  The 
bdgas  were  frequently  wet  to  the  skin,  I  therefore  willingly  allowed  a 
stoppa^  in  the  middle  of  an  afternoon  at  the  little  village  of  Nare.  This 
place  like  all  other  villages  here,  stands  on  a  spot  of  cleared  ground  barely 
large  enough  to  contain  the  huts,  with  a  cheerless  forest  on  three  sidea 
and  the  river  in  front.  Not  many  hundred  yards  north  of  it,  the  very 
considerable  stream  of  the  Eio  Nare  Comes  sweeping  down  from  the  mount- 
ains in  the  Province  of  Antioqnia  to  pay  its  tribute  to  the  Magdalena.  I 
here  laid  in  a  stock  of  pine  apples,  plums,  sugar  and  chocolate,  and  after 
leaving  it  we  more  frequently  came  across  the  Cocoa  tree,  from  the  berry 
of  which  we  concoct  our  delicious  chocoSate,  These  trees  are  cultivated 
in  regular  rows  and  much  oare  is  bestowed  upon  them ;  nothing  is  suffered 
to  grow  under  them  (except  the  shade  loving  pine  apple)  they  are  kept  well 
trimmed  and  never  grow  very  large.  The  rouf^h  pods  in  which  the 
berries  are  incased  are  a  little  in  appearance  like  the  fruit  of  the  Calabosa 
which  grows  out  of  the  trunk  of  the  tree  from  the  ground  up,  at  irregular 
intervals  and  has  a  singular  appearance.  The  cultivation  of  the  fruit  is 
a  very  profitable  business  and  maay  extensive  plantations  are  to  be  met 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  river.  The  most  prosperous  one  of  great  extent 
is  at  the  "  Hacienda"  (estate)  de  Palencaiio  where  I  enjoyed  a  delightful 
stroll  OQ  the  evening  of  June  14th  after  the  excessive  heat  of  the  day 
among  the  cocoas,  bananas,  and  sugar  patches;  being  afterwards  kindly 
entertained  with  a  cup  of  chocolate  and  some  "  d4lceg"  —  preserves  —  by 
the  owner,  a  majestic  hoary  headed  negro  and  his  fat  but  cleanly  spouse. 
Their  mud  covered  reed  house  is  tastefully  flanked  on  each  side  with,  four 
or  five  uniform  huts  for  their  slaves,  while  everything  about  them  is  a 
model  of  neatness. 

The  night  after  this  a  heavy  shower  so  completely  drenched  the  clothes 
of  the  b6gas  that  I  resolved  the  next  morning  to  take  advantage  of  the 
interval  lost  in  drying  them  and  in  the  preparations  for  breakfast.tfl  ascend 
a  hill  at  the  foot  of  which  we  were  lying.  These  showers  surprised  us 
only  at  night  as  the  sun  is  here  too  powerful  to  permit  the  olouda  to  collect 
in  the  day.  I  took  my  machete  in  hand  but  it  was  ouly  with  the  greatest 
di£B.culty  I  succeeded  in  cutting  my  way  through  the  wild  banana,  matted 
vines,  briers  and  luxuriant  plants  until  I  came  to  a  precipitous  rock  which 
crowned  the  summit.  After  a  short  search  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice  I 
found  a  place  where  the  ascent  was  practicable  for  an  active  body  with 
good  nerves.  I  made  the  attempt  and  with  the  aid  of  a  friendly  tree  suc- 
ceeded in  attaining  half  the  height  of  the  steep ;  the  other  ten  feet  waa 
surmounted  a  la  mode  of  a  chimney-sweep  through  a  narrow  fissure  of  the 
rook  when  all  my  fatigue  was  forgotten  ia  the  magaifioence  of  the  prospect 
and  the  refreshing  coolness  of  the  breeze.  From  the  little  rocky  table  the 
termination  of  this  height,  which  perhaps  had  never  before  sustained  a 
man,  I  jerked  many  a  pebble  into  the  muddy  water  of  the  rapid  river 
which,  in  ita  winding  course  rolling  from  amidst  the  hills,  forms,  in  its 
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nearer  approaoh,  a  peninsular  the  exact  model  of  the  soene  from  Mt. 
Holyoke  on  a  more  diminutive  scale.      The  fjsgdalena  forms  its  oxbow,  at 
the  foot  of  my  hill,  and  then  winds  off  watering,  '     ■      " 
the  richlj  coated   savannas  so  beautifully  dress 
in  the  distance.     The  resemblaace  to  my  favori 


its  direction  of  n 
verdare  till  it  j 
at  home,  tt 


striking  that  T  forgot  the  toil  and  blisters  —  a  consequent  of  accomplishing 
the  ascent  —  and  for  a  few  agreeable  moments  imagination  carried  mo  to 
the  society  of  a  happy  few  on  that  bonny  hill  of  Massachusetts.  The 
delusion  was  soon  put  to  flight  hy  a  "  still  small  voice"  from  the  pigmy 
form  of  Oato  down  on  the  beach  3  or  400  feet  below.  As  the  tone  came 
up  along  the  mountain's  side  it  seemed  like  distant  thunder;  though  his 
words  could  not  be  understood,  the  sound  in  reverberating  along  the  craggy 
rocks  seemed  to  have  aoqaired  a  tenfold  force  ere  it  reached  me.  The 
cause  of  this  untimely  summons  was  easily  guessed  and  I  left  the  dizzy 
height  to  partake  of  the  breakfast  prepared  by  Oato. 

Our  bdgas  had  so  much  difficulty  to  day  —  June  15  —  in  working  against 
a  current  running  at  the  rate  of  seven  milea  per  hour  that  they  threw  aside 
their  pdlanoas  in  despair  of  getting  around  a  pefion  at  5  P.  M.  about  one 
league  from  their  final  destination.  This  early  stoppage  I  took  advantage 
of  to  ascend  to  the  top  of  another  hill  in  company  with  Oato.  This  was 
not  so  arduous  a  task  as  the  one  I  had  accomplished  in  the  morning  although 
it  was  twice  the  height  of  the  other  for  our  course  was  not  obstructed  by 
vines  and  briers.  After  passing  through,  the  woods  which  cover  the  narrow 
fiata  lying  between  the  river  and  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  we  found  an 
open  but  very  steep  road.  This  hill  like  many  others  aeea  latterly,  was 
completely  devoid  of  trees,  though  thickly  coated  in  ashort  growth  of  grass. 
From  the  summit  the  view  was  extensive  and  beautiful :  on  one  side  was 
seen  the  river  rolling  along  through  a  fruitful  valley  with  an  occasional 
hut,  or  herd  of  cattle  indicating  that  man  was  there  to  mar  the  quietude 
of  the  peaceful  spot.  On  the  other  side  was  displayed  to  our  gaze  the 
wildest  and  most  picturesque  succession  of  peaked  bills  rising  one  over  the 
other  that  I  ever  beheld,  I  was  perfectly  fascinated  with  the  novelty  of  the 
scene.  After  gazing  awhile  we  set  to  rolling  stones  down  the  steep  de- 
clivity and  in  places  of  craggy  sides,  then  stand  to  see  them  bound  along 
ia  their  furious  career,  and  listen  to  bear  their  thundering  noise  as  it  rose 
over  the  stillness  of  the  evening,  from  their  coming  in  contact  with  other 
stones,  til!  they  were  broken  in  fragments  by  the  pe  '  f  m  h 
precipitous  descent,  or  lost  in  the  distance  to  the  sight      d  lb      d 

pastime  was  at  length  brought  to  a  close,  at  our  hear       mus  m   h 

tail  of  a  rattlesnake  which  lay  hid  under  a  massive  s  wh    h 

we  had  both  concentrated  our  strength  to  dislodge  fr  m   ts      d 
down  the  declivity.     "  A  word  to  the  wise"  is,  or  ough        b 
we  left  the  wrathful  snake  in  undisputed  possession  of  1  d    h      y 

after  started  off  in  direction  of  the  beacon  fire,  which  w     b  b     h 

side  of  our  little  biirgo  where  we  arrived  long  after  d!  k      T  y 

June  16  we  landed  at  8  oclock  a.  m.  opposite  the  Bod  j/  (  h  ) 
de  Honda,  and  immediately  walked  up  a  distance  of  on  by 

to  deliver  my  letters  of  introduction,  from  the  Glen     to  fe  M 

Avendano,  who  formerly  was  a  clerk  in  their  house.     Op  h 

letters  at  the  door  I  was  immediately  invited  in,  where  d    h    wh 

family  at  breakfast ;  mine  was  ushered  in,  after  they  had  fi  d       h 

some  style.     Before  1  had  finished,  a  fine  looking  you      m 
63 


•d  by  Google 


498  LaaACY  op  Histoeical  ©leanings. 

or  S5  years,  whom  I  hod  observed  eating,  at  the  general's  table,  in  bis 
Bhirt  sleeves,  put  on  a  red  militarj  jacket  and  cap,  then  with  a  profound 
military  salute,  took  his  departure.  Xhiuks  I,  there  goes  a  drum-major  as 
proud  of  his  livery  aa  a  peacock  of  his  tail  and  then  dismissed  all  thought 

Having  understood  that  SeSor  A  — ■  had  letters  from  General  Harrison 
to  me,  who  had  as  previously  requested  addressed  to  his  care,  ■Went  with 
him  after  finishing  my  meal,  to  his  store  and  found  two.  The  General 
expressed  his  pleasure  at  my  having  a  servant  with  me,  and  stated  that  in- 
stead of  an  GucumbraEce,  he  would  be  an  acquisition  to  him,  as  the  servants 
here  are  so  incompetent,  and  after  giving  me  some  directions  about  his 
furniture,  which  by  this  time  had  all  gone  on  ;  be  closed  by  informing  me, . 
who  to  draw  on  for  money  in  case  I  wanted  it ;  that,  however,  was  not  nec- 
essary, but  it  all  goes  to  show  the  man.  After  reading  my  letters,  S^ 
Avendano  suggested  going  to  the  Governor's  of&ce  to  show  my  passport, 
and  take  out  a  new  one  at  once,  as  I  wished  to  move  on  early  the  following 
morning  ;  aecordingly  we  went,  and  who  did  the  Governor  prove  to  be, 
but  my  polite  drum-major.  I  was  greatly  surprised  but  my  equanimity 
soon  returned  and  Governor  Posada  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  my 
powers  of  affability  that  nothing  could  equal  bis  civility.  Hesentout  bis 
own  servant  to  procure  the  mules  for  me  to  proceed  on  witb ;  gave  me  a 
hammock  to  sleep  in  that  night ;  and  afterwards  when  we  found  none 
other  was  to  be  had  in  Honda,  he  offered  me  the  use  of  his  own  English 
saddle,  without  which  my  journey  would  not  only  have  been  unpleasant 
but  extremely  hazardous.  I  found  Honda  eseessively  warm,  but  in  spite 
of  the  heat  I  rambled  through  every  part  of  the  earthquake  battered  place, 
to  view  the  ruins  of  churches,  convents  and  dwellings  prostrated  by  the 
earth's  commotions.  After  my  stroU  about  town  we  returned  home  to 
dinner  where  I  found  Cato  and  the  baggage  by  the  Governor's  orders. 
Cato  remained  with  the  luggage  at  Seiior  Avendano's  and  1  went  to  the 
Governor's  that  night.  The  only  thing  that  occurred  at  Honda,  to  mar  my 
enjoyment,  was  the  first  flying  report  of  General  Harrison's  removal.  The 
news  was  not  so  very  shocking,  as  the  possibility  of  such  a  thing  had  pre- 
viously occurred  to  my  mind ;  but  my  greatest  anxiety  was  —  that  your 
new  Hickory  broom  might  peradventure  sweep  too  clean  at  your  office. 
On  the  17th  June  upon  crossing  the  river,  after  breakfast,  at  eight  o'clock, 
I  found  the  Gov  w  hm      awaiting  my  coming.     The  bag- 

gage was  soon  la  h  d         h    b    k  h     mules,  when  Gato  and  myself 

mounted  ours  ;       d  f  li  w  d  by  h      ing  pedn  (muletSer)  Honda  was 

quickly  left  behi  d 

This  road  has  p  f  1  ne  of  the  worst  in  South  Ame- 

rica.    We  passed  h    b      k    f  m     y      giddy  precipice,  and  up  eleva- 

tions which  owin  h       p  rp     d      I     ty  appeared  to  our  unpractioed 

eyes  insurmounta  1     b       h        pi  e  passed  and  repassed  with  but 

little  difficulty,  th        h         g  d      This  has  by  the  power  of  the 

mountain  floods      d  ta  1  b    n  worn  down  below  the  general 

level  of  the  surr       d    £;  g         1       d      w  resembles  a  farmer's  ditch  more 
than  a  grand  tur  p  k    tu     1  d       1   Capital.     Our  wearisome  head- 

way was  made  up        h  d  f  1  hours,  now  and  then  a  short 

level,  or  a  desoe      w     Id  by  w  y    f  variety.     The  description  we 

had  received  of    his       d  f    m  E     hsb  acquaintances,  had  made  us 

expect  many  an    d  h     h  broken  bones  and  tumbles;  but 

the  agreeable  ch  f   m         b        If   with  the  quickly  acquired  confi- 
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denco  in  the  sufe-footedness  of  oar  patient  muleB,  dispelled  every  appre- 
tonsioa  of  thataort  and  left  the  mind  at  ease  to  enjoy  the  erer  varying 
scenery.  A  slip  which  Cato  uninteutionally  made  over  the  neck  of  hia 
beast,  did  not  in  the  least  tend  to  destroy  our  enjoyment,_  only  made  us 
more  cautious  in  sitting  firmly  on  our  saddles  while  crossing  bad  placea. 
At  length  we  attained  the  elevation  as  designated  on  an  old  Spanish  monu- 
ment by  the  side  of  86l>  tu^sa  (fathoms)  from  which  the  view  was  magni- 
ficent,  a  wild  and  most  extensive  spectacle.  In  the  centre  of  ihe  scene 
the  River  Magdalena  like  a  silver  thread  was  seen  winding  along  for  many 
miles  on  its  seaward  course  and  from  it,  the  mountains  rose  to  a  towering 
height  one  above  another,  in  every  direction  as  far  aa  the  vision  could 
detect  them  ;  and  in  the  distance  became  so  blended  with  tlie  clouds,  as 
to  be  Bcarcely  distinguishable.  Even  the  spot  on  which  we  stood,  though 
far  above  the  ribbon  like  stream  appeared  when  the  nearer  ranges  were 
pverlooked,  and  when  the  eye  rested  on  the  remote  mountain  tops,  like 
the  lowest  spot  athwart  the  vale.  I  never  in  my  life  so  forcibly  realized 
the  insignificance  of  man  as  I  did  at  that  moment.  Notwithstandmg 
fatigue,  our  time  passed  away  most  pleasantly  and  about  5  o'clock  p.  m. 
Guaduaa  in  the  bosom  of  its  delightful  valley  opened  to  our  view  and  at 
8  o'clock  we  had  made  the  descent. 

After  delivering  my  letters  of  introduction  from  G-overnor  Posada  and 
Sofior  AvendaSo  to  Uolon.el  Aoosta  I  was  soon  put  in  very  comfortable 
quarters  for  the  night.  At  Guadua,  which  is  about  eight  leagues  from 
Honda,  1  met  Col.  Campbell  the  British  Charg6  d'  Afi'aires  to  this  Country, 
and  Mr.  Miranda  — a  son  of  the  unfortunate  Patriotic  General  killed  by 
the  Spaniards,  of  the  same  name.  They  both  confirmed  the  rumor  of 
General  Harrison's  removal  by  President  Jackson,  but  that  he  had  not  aa 
yet  been  offloially  informed  of  the  event;  I  was  gratified  to  learn  from 
them,  that  he  would  not  probably  leave  the  country  yet,  for  some  months. 
I  was  extremely  well  pleased  with  both  gentlemen,  particularly  with  the 
urbanity  and  true  gentility  of  Col.  Campbell.  They  had  been  traveling 
for  hoaith  and  amusement;  at  this  time  had  been  several  days  in  this 
charming  village  when  I  arrived,  and  having  understood  from  Ool._  Acosta 
that  there  was  an  "/n^fes  eabaIl6ro"  or  an  English  cavalier  at  his  man- 
sion who  spoke  the  Spanish  imperfectly  they  at  once  called  on  and  break- 
fasted  with  me.  I  gleaned  many  items  of  intelligence.  The  President 
of  Colombia  is  still  in  Peru. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

South  American  Lbttees  t^oNTiNUED. 

Rumor  with  her  thousand  tongues  is  very  busy,  though  of  course  there 
is  no  sure  dependence  to  be  placed  upon  her ;  she  says  that,  the  war  la 
soon  to  be  renewed,  and  when  peace  is  firmly  established  that  the  great 
Republican  Bolivar  is  to  assume  the  royal  purple  ;  that  plan  is  quite  openly 
talked  of  and  doubted  by  none  1  .        i,    c 

A  short  time  since  word  was  received  of  the  total  destruction,  by  hre, 
of  the  best  frigate  in  the  Peruvian  navy ;  this  unlucky  accident  gives  the 
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President  a  decided  advantage,  and  most  probably  will  be  the  means  of 
bis  effecting  a  speedj  settlement  with  his  foea  in  thiit  quarter.  A  new 
tariff  iaa  lately  been  issued  also  by  General  Bolivar  from  Quito,  wbich 
imposes  an  additional  dnty  at  once,  of  55  per  bbl.  on  flour,  it  was  13  be- 
fore ;  this  unwise  act  will  make  tbe  importation  of  tbat  article  from  tbe 
United  States  out  of  tbe  question.  Indeed  the  effect  of  tbe  new  tariff 
appears  to  be  directed  cbiefly  against  the  productions  of  the  United  States, 
and  is  widely  considered  a  further  proof  of  the  President's  ill  will  towards 
our  republicanism.  However  let  him  run,  only  "give  a  rogue  rope 
enough  and  he'll  hang  himself."  Tbe  first  glimpse  I  had  of  this  beauti- 
ful Gauduas  valley  was  from  a  height  of  5100  feet,  as  indicated  by  the 
true  Spanish  measure  stflnes,  it  then  appeared  as  if  I  could  easily  jerk  a 
8tone  upon  it,  but  it  had,  notwithstanding,  taken  us  five  long  hours  before 
we  made  our  entrance  in  it.  The  valley  in  which  the  village  stands  is 
surrounded  by  mountains  equally  as  high  as  the  one  over  which  we  passed, 
and  a  more  romantic,  lovely,  secluded  spot  never  was  warmed  by  the  snn. 
If  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  had  only  a  tenth  part  of  the  Yankee 
enterprise,  they  might  soon  command  the  productions  of  every  climate, 
but  as  it  now  is,  they  only  have  such  products  as  grow  almost  spontane- 
ously. 

I  took  one  of  Col.  Campbell's  many  useful  hints,  by  dispatching  on  my 
baggage  early  nest  morning,  after  mj  muleteer  had  received  directions 
from  the  two  colonels  where  to  stop  with  me.  Having  been  informed  by 
Col.  Campbell  that  Gen.  Harrison  had  been  anxiously  expecting  me  since 
he  had  heard  from  home,  I  finished  my  meal  with  mj  hospitable  enter- 
tainer and  his  guesta;  then  taking  leave  of  them,  jogged  on  after  my 
other  three  mules,  which  looked  at  the  height  they  bad  by  this  time  at- 
tained, like  so  many  mice  beating  up  the  side  of  a  haystack.  I  followed 
up  tbe  steep  mountain  but  it  was  near  one  o'clock  ere  I  found  them  and 
lost  sight  of  Gauduas.  We  met  with  tbe  same  kind  of  scenery  and  rough 
roads  though  generally  better  than  on  the  previous  day,  though  some  of 
tbe  passes  were  very  bad,  and  the  precipices  dangerous  causing  giddiness, 
but  the  mul^  are  so  perfectly  sure-footed  and  accustomed  to  the  way  that 
you  acquire  more  confidence  while  passing  the  most  gloomy  looking  pre- 
cipice on  their  backs  than  jon  would  if  depending  upon  your  own  logs. 
"We  consumed  nearly  the  whole  of  that  day  in  crossing  over  the  mountain 
of  Alto  de  Trigo,  or  height  of  wheat,  though  we  saw  none  of  that  grain 
on  our  road.  On  reaching  the  summit  of  the  mount  we  had  a  charming 
view  of  the  village  and  valley  of  Velleta  and  passed  through  at  5  p.  m., 
sleeping  about  one  and  a  half  leagues  beyond  at  a  hovel  called  Alto  de 
Gaseno  320  toisa  higher  than  the  village.  The  Bogota  or  Funaa  river, 
waters  the  valley,  adding  much  to  its  beauty,  but  still  not  equal  to  tbe 
picturesque  valley  of  Gauduas.  Villeta  is  3498  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea ;  from  this  place  you  ascend  with  little  or  no  interruption  until 
you  have  obtained  the  altitude  of  the  plain  of  Bogota  which  is  8220  feet 
above  the  sea.  The  change  of  atmosphere  on  this  table-land  was  so  great, 
that  my  blanket,  coats  and  other  wrappers  could  scarcely  keep  me  from 
shivering.  I  suffered  much  from  cold  all  that  night,  perhaps  if  onr  house 
could  have  afforded  any  edibles,  I  might  not  have  felt  it  so  sensibly,  but 
I  found  not  only  that  day  but  also  the  succeeding  one,  that  a  long  ride 
over  a  rough  mountainous  road  with  an  empty  bread  basket  is  not  a  non- 
conductor of  cold. 

My  hammock  was  slung  for  the  night  in  a  room,  around  which  twenty 
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noisy  and  filthy  muleteers  were  huddled  together  like  so  many  swine. 
After  an  uncomfortable  night,  in  which  our  light  slumbers  were  frequently 
disturbed  by  the  arrival  of  the  clamorous  mule  drivers  with  tbeir  braying 
animals,  of  which  there  were  nest  morning  about  one  hundred,  we 
were  happy  when  the  day  dawned,  as  it  enabled  us  to  proceed  on  our 
route.  After  four  hours  ride,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  procure  three 
dishes  of  weak  aoup  —  being  a  componQd  of  potatoes,  cabbage,  beans  and 
the  leg  of  a  fowl  —  it  was  the  first  time  we  had  broken  our  fast  since 
leaving  Gauduas  and  we  were  destined  to  have  this  suffice  till  after  reach- 
ing Bogota.  This  mess  put  us  in  a  better  condition  to  resume  our  journey 
and  J  —  as  was  m  j  constant  practice  —  led  the  van  in  order  that  I  might 
alight  occasionally,  on  spots  where  the  view  was  particularly  fine,  to  gaze 
on  the  rujrged  little  world  around  me.  Prom  the  lofty  height  of  our  road, 
in  some  places  you  look  down  upon  this  range  of  the  Andes  and  see  mount- 
ain piled  on  mountain  with  their  rocky  and  difficult  passes ;  then  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach  on  all  sides  you  still  see  other  ranges  whose  lofty 
eminences  mingling  with,  the  clouds,  are  much  higher  than  the  pinnacle 
upon  which  you  stand.  Nothing  can  equal  the  wild  grandeur  of  the 
country  through  which  we  travel  on  this  route.  To  look  back  you  cau 
hardly  realize  having  traversed  over  so  rough  a  district;  to  gaze  ahead 
you  think  it  an  impossibility  to  surmount  the  barriers  before  you,  but 
still  a  road  has  been  formed  even  here,  over  which  delicate  ladies  occa- 
sionally travel  and  in  perfect  safety. 

I  met  a  young  Virginian  accompanied  by  his  Lieutenant  Guard  of  Col- 
ombian troops,  passing  each  other  in  the  most  dreary  part  of  the  road.  I 
should  not  have  known  him  for  a  Countryman  on  account  of  his  formid- 
able mustache,  but  he  joyfully  recognized  me  as  "a  paisS,no."  He  hailed 
me  and  asked  if  I  was  a  foreigner,  with  a  variety  of  other  questions ;  stat- 
ing by  way  of  apology  for  his  inquisitiveness,  that  he  was  looking  out  for 
a  young  gentleman,  by  name  Van  Rensselaer,  to  whom  he  was  instructed 
to  deliver  a  letter  from  General  Harrison.  When  I  told  him  /was  of  that 
name,  and  called  upon  him  for  the  letter,  he  dropped  his  Spanish  tongue 
and  in  his  own  native  lingo  told  me  his  name  was  Carr  from  Virginia,  he  wag 
now  a  bearer  of  letters  to  Col.  Acosta  from  Gen.  Harrison  respecting  me, 
the  General  having  a  few  days  previous  heard  of  my  coming,  requesting 
him  to  pay  me  a  little  attention  in  case  he  should  see  me  on  my  way  up. 
While  my  baggage  was  coming  up,  and  his  with  some  of  his  stragglers 
were  on  their  way  down,  we  stopped  in  a  little  hut  at  hand  on  that  lonely 
wild  of  the  Andes  to  talk  of  home,  sweet  home  I  He  knew  many  of  my 
acquaintances  and  it  was  aa  agreeable  incident  to  meet  this  tall  mustaehed, 
sociable  and  intelligent  countryman  who  was  well  acquainted  with,  and  had 
BO  lately  as  two  days  previous  parted  from  Gen.  Harrison.  Carr  being 
oat  merely  on  some  Government  business  to  be  absent  a  few  days,  we 
expressed  a  hope  of  meeting  each  other  at  no  distant  period  in  Bogota 
which  is  his  permanent  station.  However  we  left  each  other  —  on  the 
arrival  of  our  respective  baggage,  from  different  directions  —  and  pursued 
onr  different  destinations  —  he  for  Guaduas  —  myself  for  Bogota. 

For  the  last  24  hours  we  met  with  many  evidences  of  enterprize  in 
this  rough  region,  in  the  line  of  agriculture;  whenever  the  unevenness  of 
the  surface  admits  of  it,  a  hut  is  erected,  in  many  places  even  on  the 
peaks  of  the  steep  mountains  and  around  it  is  seen  the  various  productions 
of  the  industrious  proprietor  growing  amidst  the  lolty  trees  of  the  forest 
in  the  greatest  luxuriance.     We  met  to  with  many  familiar  growths  of 
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our  own  countrj  sii  Ii  n  hb  p  t  toea,  beans  ail  io  a 

fine  state  of  cultiva  d    h     m  i      th     first  time  ia  this 

country  saw  roses.     I      h      f  I  was  m     h    I  t  d  at  the  sight  of  a 

beautiful  little  field  t  wh  t  b  th  m  t  t  f  maturity  as  at  home 
at  this  seaaoD ;  whi  hwtlafl    k     f    h    i     g  &o,  gave  the  place 

BDch  a  comfortable  1  k  th  I  b  an  t  f  1  my  If  a  civilized  oouatry. 
Indeed  fur  a  time  If  d  my  \i  m  Dg  th  b  kwoodemen  at  home. 
I  fiud  the  people  ar  a  p  ^btthyd  nt  know  how  to  direct 
their  labors.  They  h  th  m  m  se  bl  pi  gies  tor  agricultural 
implements,  of  cour  tluhhymyw  khrd  they  cannot  execute 
very  much.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  what  can  be  done  by  a  good  farmer, 
I  will  mention,  that  the  soil  with  the  imperfect  tillage  it  now  receives, 
produces  two  crops  of  wheat,  and  three  of  barley.  Both  grains  oornmand 
ID  market  from  two  and  a  half  to  five  dollars  per  English  bushel.  Hor- 
ticulture is  still  less  understood,  though  it  receives  bettor  encouragement 
than  agriculture.  Tou  would  be  astonished  to  see  the  poverty  of  the 
Market  in  this  climate  where  all  the  productions  might  with  little  care  be 
raised.  Vegetables  oommand  a  very  high  price,  and  though  of  a  good 
quality  are  often  out  of  season  when  offered  for  sale.  Peas  and  potatoes 
when  nearly  dead  ripe  are  then  brought  Ui  market. 

Many  of  our  most  common  vegetables  were  never  known  here,  till  intro- 
duced by  Gen.  Harrison.  When  a  dinner  is  given  by  any  of  the  Diplo- 
matic Corps,  he  is  always  called  upon  for  his  vegetables :  bis  celery,  tur- 
nips, radishes,  sakdg,  See,,  are  the  finest  I  ever  beheld,  and  he  says,  they 
grow  faster  and  are  more  easily  cultivated  than  at  home.  Indeed,  now  as 
the  Greneral  is  recalled,  I  feel  that  if  I  bad  one  or  two  more  hands  with 
Oato,  I  would  really  like  the  idea  of  trying  the  experiment  of  making  a 
fortune  on  fifty  acres,  in  my  favorite  way.  There  is  much  for  and  against 
the  plan,  I  will  give  it  more  reflection  before  I  decide.  But  to  return 
from  my  long  digression,  shortly  after  passing  this  comparative  level 
where  things  were  fiourishing,  the  steepness  and  difGcuity  of  the  mountain 
passes,  convinced  me,  I  was  not  on  a  road  worked  by  the  hands  of  Yankees. 
However  this  last  ascent  was  not  of  long  continuance  and  to  our  great  re- 
lief n^  mulish  cavalcade  soon  reached  the  height  skirting  the  great  plain 
of  Bogota,  where  the  rarefaction  of  air  became  so  great,  that  I  was  taken 
with  a  very  severe  headache,  while  at  the  same  time  the  guide  and  Cato 
were  bleeding  in  concert  at  the  nose.  Froni  this  elevation  the  descent 
was  gradual  for  better  than  haJf  a  league,  when  we  came  to  the  plain  and 
shortly  after  to  the  village  of  Facitatiba,  through  which  we  passed  and 
lodged  that  night  (after  having  bad  a  dim  view  of  the  Capital  afar  off),  at  a 
dirty  hovel  a  league  and  a  half  beyond  it. 

Before  reaching  our  inn  for  the  aight  we  passed  several  cavalcades, 
composed  of  riders  of  both  sexes,  whose  large  wide  loose  Roanas  or  sort 
of  cloaks,  gave  a  very  fanciful  appearance.  These  roanas  are  nothing 
more  than  an  oblong  piece  of  cloth  with  a  bole  in  the  centre  for  the  passage 
of  the  head ;  and  when  of  a  gaudy  color,  as  many  of  them  are,  fluttering 
about  around  its  owner  on  a  swift  horse,  bring  to  mind  the  often  described 
dress  of  the  gay  Cavalier  of  old  Spain.  These  parties  were  coming  at  fuil 
speed  from  the  Capital  where  they  had  been  to  join  in  the  festivals  of 
Corpus  Christi.  The  meeting  of  so  many  white  faces,  after  all  the  tawny 
skins  I  had  for  SO  long  time  been  gazing  at,  together  with  their  dashing 
style  of  dress  and  movement  was  quite  acceptable  to  me.  Another  cold 
shivering  night  was  spent  in  the  same  manner  as  the  last,  Iq  similar  com- 
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patiy  and  00  an  empty  stomach,  but  my  headache  was  expelled.  Leaving 
Cato  to  hring  np  the  rear  with  the  baggage  I  proceeded  on  alone  to  ac- 
complish the  remaining  six  leagues.  For  miles  around  an  almost  dead 
Jeve!  is  seen,  and  ita  monotony  only  broken  by  a  solitary  hut  unless  it  is 
by  the  broken  sammits  of  the  distant  hills  surrounding  it.  A  few  orna- 
mental trees  around  dwellings  meet  the  eye  with  immense  herds  of  cattle. 
Hedges  or  fences  would  greatly  improve  the  appearance  of  this  country, 
but  none  are  visible ;  the  divisions  between  fields  and  estates  are  ditches. 
9?he  ditches  are  of  a  peculiar  coustiuction,  and  calculated  only  for  this 
climate  and  soil.  They  are  generally  about  five  feet  deep,  divided  into 
two  apartments;  one  of  which  comprising  nearly  half  of  the  whole  is  plain 
like  those  at  home ;  the  other  half  is  a  continuation  of  square  holes  running 
parallel  to  the  other.  The  earthen  partitions  of  which  serves  to  stop  the 
cattle  or  sheep,  which  may  have  entered  the  first  grand  division ;  as  they 
when  there,  have  no  room  to  make  a  leap  over  the  second  barrier.  This 
is  a  rough  plan  of  them  [■  ■'  ..'  '  '  '  -i  -i— i  /  '  '  '  ~'~  The  dirt  of  these 
dibihes  is  always  thrown  up  on  the  road  and  i'orms  an  embankment  on  each 
side  which  gives  the  road  a  concave  form ;  an  admirable  invention  for  the 
retention  of  rain  water  and  undoubtedly  must  be  the  cause  of  bad  roads 
in  the  rainy  season.  However  when  I  left  the  passes  on  the  mountain 
side,  I  left  all  the  mud  behind  me ;  here  I  encountered  no  mud  —  but 
dust  in  great  abundance. 

At  11  o'clock  A.M.  I  found  myself  in  Bogota  the  Capital  of  Colombia 
at  the  Hiiirto  de  Jayme  (Garden  of  James)  the  residence  of  Gen.  Wm. 
H.  Harrison  —  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Extraordinary  from 
the  United  States  of  America.  My  reception  here  was  by  Carter 
Basset  Harrison  the  General's  son,  an  Attach^  to  the  Legation ;  shortly 
after  his  Father  and  Mr.  Tayloe,  the  Secretary,  made  their  appearance 
from  a  visit  in  the  City  and  greeted  my  arrival  with  such  cordiality  that 
I  immediately  felt  at  home.  A  little  before  dinner  Cato  with  the  baggage 
and  my  jolly,  whistling,  shouting  muleteer  came  along,  and  all  my  things 
were  soon  placed  in  the  little  room  I  now  occupy,  it  had  long  since  been 
in  a  state  of  preparation  for  me.  Although  X  had  been  now  almost  six 
months  in  the  country,  I  had  not  received  any  letters,  written  at  home  sub- 
sequ&U  to  my  leaving  the  U.  S.  until  my  reaching  Bogota.  Here  I  was 
handed  the  first  package  dated  about  five  months  back,  but  notwithstand- 
ing their  old  age,  the  perusal  gave  me  much  pleasure,  and  the  hope  of 
soon  getting  later  ones,  together  with  the  kindness  and  urbanity  of  the 
new  acquaintances  with  whom  I  was  ^now  associated,  made  me  quite  as 
well  contented  with  my  new  situation  as  I  could  have  anticipated.  I  was 
soon  introduced  by  the  General  and  the  rest  of  the  family  to  the  Diplo- 
matic, Military  and  Civilians  in  the  Capital  worth  knowing.  Among 
whom  were  M.  De  Bresson,  Commissioner  of  France  —  Col.  Campbell, 
Charge  D' Affairs  of  H.  B.  Majesty  —  Gol.  Torrens  do.  of  Mesico—  Mr. 
Henderson  H.  B.  M's  Consul  General  —  M.  Martinez  ditto  of  France 
&c.  &c. 

It  was  the  day  after  my  arrival,  on  June  18th  that  General  Harrison 
took  me  round  to  see  the  Diplomatic  Corps  of  the  different  nations.  Among 
the  first  to  whom  he  introduced  me  was  Monsieur  De  Bresson,  whom  you 
must  know  as  son-in-law  of  Judge  Thompson  ;  he  was  quite  friendly  and 
entertaining  withal  as  Albany  aud  my  friends  was  tto  theino  of  our  con- 
versation. 

The  Duke  of  Montibelio  who  is  with  him  joined  in  our  conversation  as 
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he  alao  waa  quite  familiar  with  Albany,  haviog  heen  there  only  last  year. 
The  Uritish  Consul  Genera!  is  also  a  very  estimable  gentleman,  his  family 
is  oomposed  of  his  wife  and  three  beautiful,  accomplished  grown  up  daugh- 
ters and  three  smaller  ones.  One  daughter  was  born  on  one  of  the  pldi/aa 
or  sand-bars  of  the  river  Magdalena  five  years  since,  at  which  time  be  bad 
a  son,  a  fine  lad  of  fourteen  years,  seized  and  oarried  off  by  an  alligator ; 
it  was  the  sad  work  of  an  instant  and  no  help  could  be  given.  With  thia 
family,  the  Duke,  and  M.  De  Bresson,  6-en.  Harrison  is  very  iatimate, 
indeed  he  is  on  excellent  terms  with  all  the  Foreigners. 

The  courteous  Chargg  d' Affaires  of  England  Colonel  Campbell  has  re- 
turned from  his  trip  some  days  since,  he  also  forms  one  in  the  G-eneral's 
private  oircle.  My  reception  by  General  Harrison  waa  truly  kind,  it  ap- 
pears to  as  if  the  same  feelings  tbat  move  him  were  extending  to  his 
whole  household.  Mr.  Tayloe  is  a  very  fine  man  of  about  thirty-two  years, 
a  brother  to  the  husband  of  Julia  Dickenson  (your  friend's  daughter)  and 
to  the  unhappy  young  Kinderhooker,  He  greeted  my  arrival  with  as 
much  cordiality  as  he  could  a  brother;  as  alao  did  Carter,  the  General's 
son.  They  live  in  one  of  the  fi.aest  bouses  in  Bogota,  there  is  more  room 
in  it  than  he  requires.  The  garden  contains  more  than  an  acre  of 
ground,  well  sWaked  with  Yankee  sii-uce,  in  which  he  takes  much  delight, 
and  devotes  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  it.  I  need  not  describe  your  old 
friend  to  you  wbo  know  him  so  well,  his  army  habits  have  given  a  blnnt- 
ness  of  bearing  and  such  a  thorough  knowledge  of  human  nature,  that 
independent  of  his  high  office,  his  company  would  be  courted  by  all  as  a 
great  acquisition.  Of  all  the  city  belles,  Goosul  General  Henderson's  three 
daughters — Misses  Margaret,  MaryPacker  and  Fanny — carry  off  the  palm. 

I  regreted  to  learn  there  is  a  coolness,  if  not  something  worse,  between 
Consul  Henderson  and  Col,  Campbell  which  occurred  before  my  arrival  in 
the  city.  It  appears  that  there  then  resided  here,  a  very  beautiful  woman 
called  Mrs,  I ng lis,  her  reputation  waa  none  of  the  best,  but  her  powers  of 
fascination  were  so  great,  as  to  insnare  the  hearts  of  almost  every  foreigner 
of  the  place.  Col.  Campbell's  among  the  rest ;  they  became  affianced,  the 
wedding  day  was  fixed,  dresses  prepared,  and  guests  invited.  Henderson 
had  been  called  upon  by  the  Colonel,  and  had  oonsented  tbat  hia  eldest 
daughter  should  officiate  as  bridesmaid  on  the  occasion ;  this  match  how- 
ever was  broken  off.  Not  a  long  time  after,  the  Colonel  again  requested 
the  attendance  of  Miss  Henderson  at  the  nuptials  of  Mrs.  Inglis  and  Mr. 
Greenop,  but  her  falher  refused  alleging  the  dubious  character  of  the  bride 
as  hia  apology.  He  stated  that  when  be  oonsented  to  her  acting  as  such 
before,  it  was  to  the  contemplated  bride  of  the  Representative  of  his  sov- 
ereign, but  that  now  as  this  woman  waa  to  marry  a  man  of  whom  he  knew 
nothing,  and  whoae  character  perhaps  could  not  elevate  that  of  his  intend- 
ed, he  did  not  feel  himself  authorized,  and  could  not  as  a  father  consent. 
The  Colonel  went  off  apparently  satisfied  but  very  shortly  after  the  wed- 
ding, the  objections,  which  Henderson  had  given  him  in  confidence,  to  hia 
daughter's  serving  as  bridesmaid,  became  public,  and  Henderson  was  near 
receiving  a  challenge  from  Greenop,  but  the  Colonel  interposed  and  the 
matter  rested,  without  another  instance  of  the  fallacy  of  the  code  of  honor. 
It  is  indeed  a  relic  of  barbarous  exercises  which  I  for  one  do  not  desire  to 
flee  ia  use.  Henderson's  refusal,  however,  was  never  forgiven  and  every 
opportunity  was  clandestinely  taken  to  injure  him.  On  one  occasion 
when  the  Britiah  government  required  a  stiitistical  return,  in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  clear  opinion  of  the  diSerent  merchants,  Campbell 
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adviaed  Henderaon  to  call  a  meeting.  He  did  so,  but  some  of  the  mer- 
ohaots.  not  wishing  to  expose  their  invoices  or  ciroumstanees  to  othera, 
refused  to  attend,  but  offered  to  give  all  the  informaiion  they  possessed 
prirately.  This  wais  told  to  the  Colonel  Campbell  and  he  declared  him- 
self satisfied ;  but  in  his  yery  nest  dispatch  home,  he  "  regretted "  that 
Mr.  Henderson  had  not  acted  with  sufficient  effioienoy  in  the  matter,  to 
come  at  the  information  which  was  required.  This  was  doue  at  the  very 
time,  whea  Henderson  was  pursuing  the  oaly  course  to  get  at  it  correctly  : 
by  writing  the  different  merchants. 

Whea  that  dispatch  was  sent  to  England  —  Campbell  clapped  his  hands 
together  and  swore,  that  if  it  did  not  ruin  Henderson,  he  would  never 
write  another.  In  due  course  of  time  Henderson  did  receive  a  severe 
reprimand  from  his  governmeutin  consequence  of  the  Colonel's  represent- 
ation, and  when  he  immediately  after  it,  charged  the  Col.  with  unfairness 
and  duplicity  in  making  his  report ;  he  received  for  an  answer  an  absolute 
deaiaJ  of  the  charge.  However  when  the  Colonel's  original  dispatches 
were  referred  to,  the  falsehood  of  his  denial  was  manifest  and  much  con- 
trition was  expressed  by  the  Colonel.  The  whole  line  of  Campbell's 
conduct  towards  Henderson  after  Mrs.  Inglis's  last  marriage  goes  to  prove 
his  inimical  feelings.  He  once  had  the  absurdity  to  send  a  number  of 
charges  against  Henderson  to  his  government;  after  they  were  gone,  he 

gave  H a  list  of  them,  requiring  at  the  same  time  a  refatatiou.     When 

Henderson  sent  him  word,  that  it  was  more  easy  to  make  charges,  than  to 
bring  proofs,  and  that  he  was  ready  aud  capable  of  refuting  any  charge  he 
might  undertake  to  prove.  Col.  C.  became  alarmed  at  the  responsibility 
he  had  so  unwittingly  undertaken,  and  dispatched  Mr.  Wall,  one  of  his 
Attaches  ofF  to  Carthagena  to  intercept  the  communication  —  which  was 
done,  and  that  affair  dropped. 

I  attended  two  formal  dinners  given  to  all  the  Diplomacy  in  Bogota, 
one  of  which,  at  the  French  Commissioners  was  particularly  grand.  The 
General  now  discovered  some  symptoms  of  the  fever  and  ague  displaying 
themselves  in  my  corpus  (of  which  nearly  all  new  comers  must  partake 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  I  am  now  convinced  the  fever  attacked  me 
the  moment  I  reached  the  altitude  of  this  plain  by  those  shivering  ap- 
proaches'). The  General  with  the  most  fatherly  care  took  me,  at  once,  in 
his  own  immediate  charge  j  after  dieting  me  for  about  a  week  on  cathartics 
and  emetics  at  last  pronounced  me  eonyaleseent,  but  charged  me,  under 
the  penalty  of  a  relapse,  to  let  all  fruit  alone  for  some  time.  His  directions 
were  faithfully  obeyed  and  now  I  am  better  than  ever. 

The  splendid  roat  of  General  Harrison  on  July  4th  exceeded  every 
thing  of  the  kind  that  ever  took  place  in  Bogota.  We  had  about  fifty 
ladies  comprising  all  the  beauty  gf  the  metropolis,  which  en  passant,  is  far 
from  being  ecUpsed  even  when  contrasted  with  our  home  belles.  We 
also  had  about  one  hundred  gentlemeu,  representatives  of  all  nations. 
The  Corps  diplomatique  and  GoverDment  officers  were  all  in  Court  costume. 
The  National  Band,  which  had  practiced  for  the  occasion,  cheered  us  with 
Hail  Columbia  and  Washington's  March  in  fine  style.  The  dancing  com- 
menced before  4  o'clock:  at  5  o'clock  dinner  was  announced  and  the 
tables  were  filled  three  successiye  times  while  the  utmost  hilarity  and 
good  feeling  pervaded  throughout  the  whole  entertainment.  Many  ex- 
cellent toasts  were  given,  and  when  the  guests  had  all  been  feasted  to 
sufficiency,  and  the  eating  and  drinking  over,  we  adjourned  to  the  drawing 
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Tho  large  parlor,  wbicli  was  appropriately  and  tastefully  decorated  with 
the  Stars  and  Stripes,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Bust  of  Washing- 
ton, &c.,  soon  resounded  to  the  inspiriting  music,  accompanied  by  the 
shufBing  of  the  "  light  fantastic  toe,'  which  was  itept  up  with  great  ani- 
mation till  midnight,  when  the  Guests  retired  to  their  respective  homes, 
delighted  with  Yankee  hc«pitality  and  the  urbanity  of  the  Host.  Among 
the  toasts  many  were  given  in  favor  of  Liberty;  but  many  ambiguous 
ones  were  likewise  given,  by  the  officers  of  Government  and  their  friends, 
which  might  have  surprised  me  a  little,  if  I  had  not  understood  previously, 
that  a  change  in  the  form  of  Government  had  been  in  the  contemplation 
of  niany  of  the  President's  adhereots  from  motives  of  in  teres  ted  ness.  But 
none  of  their  wishes  over  the  wine  glass,  were  so  broadly  given,  as  to 
create  one  angry  feeling. 

My  letters  though  always  addressed  to  you,  are  inlended  for  the  whole 
family  and  I  hope  my  request  of  forming  a  general  combination  to  produce 
a  family  letter  for  the  absent  one  each  month  will  succeed  and  be  con- 
tinued. It  depends  much  upon  General  Harrison,  whether  I  see  you  soon 
or  not,  as  old  Hickory's  removals  will  cause  a  change,  or  at  least  a  speedy 
formation  of  permanent  plans.  I  have  not  as  yet  made  any  excursions  in 
the  neighborhood,  but  a  party  is  now  forming,  of  which  I  am  to  be  one, 
for  a  grand  visit  to  all  of  the  many  curiosities,  after  that  I  will  write  again. 
In  the  meantime  with  love  to  all,  Addios,  Serlor. 
Su  mas  humilde  servidor 

Kensselaek  Tan  Rensselaer, 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Gen.   Van  Cortlandt  to  Gen.   Van  Se^ssdaer. 
Dear  Sir,  Peeksklll  July  13,  1829. 

By  the  last  mail  I  received  a  letter  from  my  friend  Dr.  Davis  whom 
you  saw  at  Albany,  and  he^  writes  to  me  from  the  City  of  Washington 
dated  the  6th  Instant  :  "Tell  Genl.  Solomoo  Van  Rensselaer  he  has 
nothing  to  fear."  When  I  see  you  I  will  tell  you  more.  But  my  present 
■Advice  is,  to  take  no  Notice  in  your  behaviour  of  any  thing  that  has  taken 
place,  to  any  one,  and  let  your  friends  be  prudent  and  say  nothing. 

Yours  Assuredly         Pieeke  Van  Cobtlamdt. 
Genl.  Sol.  V«n  Rensselaer  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Br.  Davis  to  Gen.  Van  Reneaelaer. 
tear  General,  Washington  City,  16  July  1S29. 

After  I  left  Albany  I  saw  Maj.  Moote  in  N.  York,  and  spoke  to 
him  in  behalf  of  your  son  now  at  Bogota.  He  told  me  if  he  appointed 
a  private  Secretary,  he  should  have  to  pay  him  out  of  his  own  Salary ; 
that  he  should  have  no  use  for  one  and  therefore  should  not  appoint  one. 
I  have  also  seen  Maj.  Barry  since  my  arrival  here,  upon  the  subject  we 
conversed  while  at  Albany.  I  think  Sir,  you  need  apprehend  no 
danger  of  being  removed.  If  you  are  removed,  there  must  be  a  change 
in  the  sentiments  of  the  President  and  the  Post  Master  General  in  rela- 
tion to  you.  After  I  conversed  with  you  at  Albany,  I  was  informed  of 
new  attempts  to  remove  you  from  office.  I  immediately  inforraed  our 
mutual  friend  Genl.  Van  Cortlandt  of  it  and  advised  him  to  write  to  the 
President  in  your  behalf,  he  did  so  —  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  had  great 
weight  Be  so  good  as  to  lot  me  hear  from  you,  write  to  me  to  my  resi- 
dence in  Hartford    Kentucky,  for  I   shall  be   happy   to   hear   from  you. 
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Present  ine  kindly   to  Genl,    Stephen  Van    Rensselaer.  With  very  great 
esteem  and  friedship  Sincerely  your  friend 

William  M.  Davis. 
Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Post  Master  Albany. 


r  Van.  Mensselaar  to  his  Father. 
Dear  Father,  Bogota,  August  20,  1829. 

My  last  letter  was  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  on  the  12th  ult.  to  G-en- 
eral  Harrison,hyhiin  to  be  forwarded  to  Carthagenawithhisown  dispatches. 
What  with  writing,  riding,  walking,  receiving  and  returning  visits,  my  time 
is  now  fully  and  of  course  pleasantly  occupied.  The  thing  I  regretted  was, 
that  so  little  leisure  was  obtained  for  studying  the  Spanish  language ;  my 
necessary  intercourse  with  those  speaking  my  mother  tongne  did  not  facili- 
tate or  assist  me  in  that  desideratum.  However  when  I  seized  every  op- 
portunity to  extend  my  knowledge  not  only  in  the  language  of  the  black- 
eyed  beauties  of  the  Colombian  Metropolis,  but  also  their  ways,  manners 
and  customs  I  found  a  much  better  gloss  spread  over  the  surface  of  life. 
The  first  thing  after  heing  seated  in  a  house,  is  the  offer  of  a  lighted  cigar, 
which  as  well  as  with  every  article  then  offered  to  a  stranger  hy  a  Colom- 
hian,  mnst  never  be  refused  under  the  penalty  of  losing  caste,  or  lowering 
the  standard  of  your  character  for  gentility.  Upon  leaving  the  house,  it 
with  all  the  contents  of  the  mansion,  is  declared  fay  the  owner,  "at  the 
guest's  entire  disposition"  !  The  sinoeritj  of  these  declarations  may  be 
estimated  as  they  deserve,  when  it  is  known  that  they  are  invariably  made 
to  every  one ;  indeed  this  offer  is  an  epitome  of  the  Colomhian  character  — 
pofiW  hut  insincere.  The  young  ladies  are  hlest  with  but  a  small  share  of 
conversational  powers  ;  their  one  uniform  topic  is,  the  merits  of  the  latest 
party,  dance,  frolic,  bull-fight  or  horse-race.  They  are  never  suffered  to 
converse  with  the  other  sex,  unless  in  the  presence  of  the  mother,  aunt, 
or  some  other  equally  trust- worthy  duenna  whoso  charms  are  on  the  wane ; 
and  whose  recollection  of  her  own  intrigues  in  early  life  are  still  vividly 
awake.  With  one  of  these  custodial  friends  the  youthful  beauties  attend 
the  early  Mass,  pay  ceremonious  visits,  go  to  the  ball-fight,  mingle  in  the 
favorite  waltz  and  with  them  receive  their  company.  Their  dress  is  very 
extravagant,  and  the  fashion  of  their  prevailing  costume  gives  the  wearer 
a  bewitching  look,  particulary  when  walking  out  with  their  broad-brim, 
semispherical  crowned  beaver  hats,  poised  on  the  back  part  of  the  head  hy 
the  large  and  fancifully  worked  shell  comb,  over  which  last  the  light  shawl 
is  thrown  to  protect  the  face  from  the  sun,  without  hiding  the  view.  On 
occasions  of  traveling  or  wishing  to  remain  incog,  a  hand  or  handkerchief 
is  used  to  hide  under  the  folds  of  the  shawl  every  thing  but  their  brilliant 

Sunday  is  the  only  day  in  the  week  when  the  ladies  are  certainly  at 
home  ;  then  they  are  decked  in  their  best  habiliments  for  the  reception  of 
company;  the  evening  is  always  devoted  to  the  dance.  Indeed  Sunday  is 
the  grand  gala  day  for  amusements  of  every  description ;  then  as  on  Fes- 
tivals the  stores  are  closed  except  retail  liquor  shops.  The  great  body  of 
the  people,  as  a  general  thing,  are  very  ignorant  and  rigid  Roman  Catho- 
lics. After  the  morning  Mass  the  entire  population  engage  in  the  sports 
of  the  time  in  which  even  the  priesthood  join  :  some  to  the  billiard-room, 
others  to  the  cock-pit,  bull-fight  or  whatever  diversion  is  on  the  tapis.  The 
passion  for  gambling  appears  to  be  almost  universal,  and  is  encouraged  by 
both  Government  and  Church.     Upon  occasions  of  great  rejoicings  for  any 
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public  incident,  tables  are  spread  by  GovernmeDt  in  the  great  square  of 
the  eity,  where  al]  classes  and  sexes  are  seen  promiscuously  engaged  in 
betting  —  the  wealthy  with  their  Onza  or  ounce,  the  poor  with  their 
qiiartiSo  or  cent.  On  the  anuiversary  of  the  patron  Saint,  of  any  of  the 
villages,  town  or  parish,  the  same  scene  occurs  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Church  as  I  witnessed  in  the  case  of  the  feast  of  St.  Jago,  When  in  the 
pldaa  appertaining  to  the  church  and  convent  of  that  Saint,  the  olergy 
erected  large  tents  for  tiie  gaming  tables  ;  also  booths  where  refreshments 
of  all  kinds  were  to  be  procured.  My  astonishment,  at  seeing  some  of  the 
''  black  coats  "  so  prone  to  imitate  servilely  the  notorious  black'legs,  was 
not  a  little  increased  upon  learning  the  fact  of  their  giving  such  facilities 
for  gambling,  and  that  the  rents,  derived  from  the  temporary  sheds  de- 
voted to  such  vile  purposes,  were  all  appropriated  to  the  Church  1 1  With 
such  encouragement  to  vice,  can  we  even  wonder  at  the  immorality  of  this 
people  ?  There  was  found  no  great  philanthropist  to  stand  up  boldly  and 
deprecate  this  important  national  sin;  all  were  powerless  to  resist  the 
overpowering  influence  of  stern  masters,  under  whose  iron  heel  thoy  have, 
and  still  do,  struggle  in  their  oppressive  servitude.  These  church  feasts 
last  eight  days  and  nights,  during  which  period  these  tenta  are  the  fesli- 
ionable  lounges  for  the  loiterers  of  the  city  ;  some  go  to  play,  others  to 
see  what  is  going  on  ;  among  the  latter  class  will  be  found  all  the  beauty 
of  the  place  with  their  pretty  faces  muffled,  and  only  the  jetty  sparklers 

A  party,  composed  of  Gen.  Harrison  ajid  Suite,  M.  De  Bresson,  Duke 
de  Monti bello  and  Count  ZHskies —- an  expelled  Polander  —  having  for 
some  time  been  formed  to  visit  the  natural  bridge  of  Pandi,  and  the  time 
appointed  for  starting  having  been  often  postponed  owing  to  the  non- 
attendance  of  some  one  of  the  party,  it  was  finally  resolved  that  July  13tb 
should  be  the  day  to  leave,  for  all  who  then  could  go,  the  rest  to  follow  on  as 
soon  after  as  practicable.  Accordingly  Count  Zliskie,  Mr.  Tayloo  and 
servant,  Carter  Harrison  and  myself  composed  the  cavalcade  which  set  out 
early  in  the  morning,  of  that  day,  from  Bogota  for  the  village  of  Fusuga- 
zuga.  The  first  part  of  our  ride  was  pleasant  enough,  but  after  we  left 
the  great  plain  of  Bogota,  and  ascended  to  near  the  apex  of  the  ridge  that 
enoitoles  it,  twenty-five  miles  from  the  City  and  1600  feet  above  its 
level,  or  9730  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  with  the  range  of  hills 
rising  one  above  the  other,  and  its  aspect  of  unrivalled  sublimity,  we 
found  B  great  change.  Our  coats  and  cloaks  were  put  in  requisition  to 
guard  against  the  humid,  chilly  efi'eot  of  the  clouds  that  encountered  us 
here  in  mid-daj  like  a  dense  fog.  Our  descent  towards  the  valley  had 
scarcely  commenced,  when  those  clouds,  which  we  had  noticed  as  travel- 
ing in  the  same  direction  with  ourselves,  condensed  over  our  heads,  while 
descending  the  steepest  part  of  the  declivity,  and  showered  down  such  a 
quantity  of  rain  that  we  all  were  completely  drenched. 

This  part  of  our  trip  was  not  very  enjoyable,  for  as  we  could  find  no 
shelter,  we  were  exposed  to  the  soaking  shower  between  two  and  three 
hours ;  the  sultry  heat  of  the  narrow  passes  and  the  intolerable  badness 
of  the  road  added  to  our  discomfort.  In  very  many  places  the  large  stones 
that  line  the  tortuous  and  extremely  abrupt  path,  have  been  laid  up  one 
over  another  after  the  manner  of  the  steps  of  a  staircase,  from  one  to  the 
other  of  which  the  horses  are  obliged  to  jump.  One  false  step  would 
insure  the  rider  a  hearty  but  undesirable  thump,  against  some  of  the  craggy 
projections,  in  the  sides  of  those  rugged  and  difficult  places  of  entraooe 
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and  exit.  However  our  nags  were  such  sure  footed  animals  —  with  their 
short,  quick  step  ;  stumbling,  leaping,  and  keen  looking  with  an  instinctive 
hesitation  in  dangerous  proximities  —  that  no  such  accident  occurred  to 
either  one  of  our  partj  ;  we  all  came  hopping  down  from  stone  to  stone, 
like  so  many  frogs,  one  after  another  in  perfect  safety.  This  kind  of 
traveling  was  a  sort  of  amusement  to  us,  experienced  as  we  were  on  the 
other  similar  roads  of  Colombia;  but  I  doubt  not,  an  attempt  t«  pass  such 
public  ways  in  the  United  States  would  be  considered  the  height  of 
temerity,  yet  we  enjoyed  it  notwithstanding  the  risk  to  a  poor  rider's 
bones.  We  experienced  however,  real  misery  in  crossing  over  the  badly 
constructed  "corduroy  bridges,"  occasionally  met  with  in  some  of  the  miry 
little  glens  ;  the  sticks  being  so  far  apart  that  the  poor  horses  legs  would 
often  slip  down  between  them  over  his  knees  in  mud ;  my  fine  brute 
strained  his  shoulder  so  severely  that  he  did  not  get  over  it  in  a  week. 
The  intervening  hills  prevented  us  from  seeing  the  valley  and  village  of 
Pusugazuga  till  within  a  mile  or  so  of  them. 

We  had  now  fairly  run  away  from  the  rain ;  when  we  looked  back  we 
could  see  it  pouring  down  apparently  as  fast  as  ever  among  the  "  oioud 
capt  mountains,"  whilst  before  us  the  sun  was  shining  in  all  his  glory 
on  the  beautiful  narrow  valley  decked  in  emerald  robes  of  lively  color. 
We  still  had  to  descend  some  hundreds  of  feet  to  the  village,  hut  from 
our  present  stand-point  the  view  was  most  enchanting  with  the  snowy 
peaked  Andes  yaried  aspects.  On  either  side  of  the  narrow  plaiu  the 
different  ridges  of  mountains  rose  as  high  ae  the  one  we  were  about  leav- 
ing ;  the  vale  extended  directly  before  us  in  a  southerly  course  as  far  aa 
the  eye  could  reach,  while  the  fleeting  clouds  which  capped  the  ridges 
would  occasionally,  by  opening,  afford  a  momentary  glimpse  of  the  outline 
of  the  sparkling  peaks,  and  among  the  many  the  Count  pointed  out  one 
mountain  with  its  two  peaks  as  bearing  an  exact  resemblance  to  a  view  of 
the  "  fork  peaked,  fire  puffing  Vesuvius."  This  sight  had  the  effect  of 
making  us  almost  forget  the  exercise  we  had  passed  through  in  our  leap- 
ing course  down  the  stone  stair  cased  mountain  side.  We  passed  on 
rapidly  after  this  down  the  remaining  gradual  descent;  the  road  improved 
as  we  advaoced  towards  the  village,  the  first  object  in  this  landscape  was 
the  cluster  of  about  100  straw  thatched  huts  for  which  we  were  bound 
and  we  were  not  sorry  when  we  soon  after  arrived  there,  with  moat  raven- 
ous appetites,  the  consequence  of  our  eight  hours  exercise  on  horseback. 
Our  baggage  carriers  had  on  the  previous  day  hired  the  best  house  in 
the  place ;  the  (awny  landlady  was  preparing  a  meal  for  us,  in  the  de- 
tached kitchen  ;  and  after  a  change  of  garments  we  were  seated  in  the 
front  house  discussing  our  ride.  We  came  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion, 
that  to  the  peel  of  an  onion,  we  were  3000  feet  lower  now,  than  when  ten 
miles  back  in  the  morning  we  were  on  the  highest  partof  the  road.  Our 
thermometer  too,  which  pointed  at  65°,  told  us  that  we  were  in  a  climate 
10°  warmer  than  that  of  Bogota ;  but  our  feelings  also  indicated  all  that 
change,  we  did  not  require  an  instrument  to  convince  us  of  that  accepta- 
ble fact;  I  think  we  might  have  found  out  the  exact  difference  in  the 
same  way  that  we  measured  the  siair-case  mountain  —  by  guess.  The 
distance  between  Bogota  and  this  village  is  35  miles.  After  demolishing 
all  the  provisions,  with  which  our  old  landlady  had  so  profusely  decked 
our  table,  our  hammocks  were  suspended  and  we  soon  fast  asleep. 

In  Bogota  the  cold  is  too  severe  for  the  use  of  a  hammock  by  any 
person  having  a  consideration  for  his  health,  but  here,  the  ''siesta"  or 
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nap  after  clinuer  is  considered  almost  as  grea.t  a  Itisury,  in  thia  salubrious 
and  delightful  valley,  as  it  is  on  the  sultry  banks  of  the  Magdalena.  At 
all  events  we  found  it  so,  for  after  turoing  ia,  we  were  not  released  from 
the  chains,  in  which  we  alt  were  looked  by  Morpheus,  till  two  hours  after, 
when  the  old  woman  oame  to  say  it  was  eight  o'clock  and  our  supper 
ready.  We  observed  many  of  the  tropical  productions  not  found  on  the 
plain  of  Bogota,  such  as  plantains,  jucre,  sugar-cane,  lizards,  snakes,  &c.. 
We  found  also  plenty  of  game  as  turkeys,  quails,  guaohichies,  the  moun- 
tain hen,  a  bird  much  like  our  domestic  fowl  in  everything  but  its  sylyau 
predilections;  none  of  these  are  to  be  obtained  in  Bogota.  The  turkeys 
of  this  place  are  of  a  darker  color  and  of  a  different  shape  from  those  of 
the  lower  countries,  but  about  the  same  weight  though  not  so  tender. 
We  sent  home  two  mules  loaded,  with  game,  after  reserving  sufficient  for 
OUT  own  use.  A  few  days  after  our  arrival  at  Fuaugaauga,  I  found  myself 
attacked  by  that  most  provoking  illness  of  "all  the  ills  that  human  flesh 
is  heir  to"  —  the  Fever  and  Ague.  The  mule  that  went  freighted  to 
Bogota  with  game,  bore  also  a  note  from  Mr.  Tayloe  to  the  G-eooral  re- 
questing a  supply  of  medicine  for  me  as  I  had  strong  chills.  I  was  in 
hopes  of  driving  off  this  unwelcome  visitant,  by  plenty  of  exercise,  and  on 
the  "  shivermg  days,"  was  sure  to  be  out  with  my  guide  Pedro,  who  had 
won  in  my  estimation  the  appellation  of  "  Hawk-Eye  "  —  and  gun,  beat- 
ing through  the  thick  woods  from  morning's  snn  till  dark.  My  specific 
answered  for  the  time  being,  but  when  the  esercise  was  over,  the  fit 
would  return  with  redoubled  force  and  compelled  me  at  last  to  give  up 
gunning  and  tike  to  the  blaokets. 

In  the  meantime,  hearing  from  the  City,  that  Gen.  Harrison  —  M  De 
Bresson^ The  Duke  De  Montebello  and  G-en.  Urdenata  —  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  State  ^  owing  to  a  pressure  of  business  could  not  join  us 
here  for  the  visit  to  the  famed  Natural  Bridge  of  Pandi,  as  had  been  pre 
vioasiy  arranged,  the  rest  of  our  party,  at  my  request  went  oa  without 
me,  as  by  this  time  I  did  not  dare  to  attempt  it.  During  the  two  days 
of  their  absence  I  discovered  that  I  had  been  spoiled  by  the  sick  bed  at- 
tentions of  my  home  friends,  and  at  first  was  so  provoked  at  the  compara- 
tive apathy  of  these  stranger  attendants,  that  my  pettishness  would 
sometimes  break  forth,  but  it  had  the  desired  eifeot  of  setting  the  whole 
household  in  motion  to  supply  my  wants.  Two  days  after  their  return 
from  Pandi,  Messrs.  Tayloe  and  Harrison  went  on  to  Bogota,  leaving  the 
Count  and  Servant  with  me.  The  third  day  brought  back  Mr.  Tayloe 
to  us  loaded  down  with  Quinine,  and  other  medicines  put  up  for  my  use 
by  the  kind  paternal  hand  of  the  General  and  two  home  letters  for  me. 
The  first  contained  the  last  note  of  my  uneie  Kilian  P.  Van  Rensselaer, 
the  other  an  announcement  of  his  death.  These  letters  were  the  second 
batch  received  from  Albany  and  by  them  I  heard  of  Aunt  Maria  M.  V. 
E's  marriage  to  Jacob  8.  Glen,  also  of  the  birth  of  Elizabeth's  daughter 
"  Maria  Elizabeth,"  this  makes  my  second  niece.  The  letter  from  my 
good  old  Grandmother  was  a  great  treat  in  this  far  off  land.  The  Gene- 
ral's pr^oriptiona  had  the  desired  effect,  as  in  one  week  the  fever  had 
disappeared  and  was  succeeded  by  such  a  fine  appetite,  that  after  a  few 
prefatory  rides  in  the  neighborhood,  I  found  myself  sufficiently  strong 
to  set  off  with  a  reliable  guide  for  the  Bridge.  My  pil!-box  was  not 
neglected,  for  I  took  the  precautionary  step  of  swallowing  a  requisite 
number  for  a  fortnight  after  to  prevent  another  relapse. 

The  road  to  the  Bridge  was  not  a  rough  one  for  the  country,  but,  as 
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may  be  expected  in  the  Andes,  runa  over  liill  and  dale;  and  so  rare  a 
variety  is  a  level  spot  in  this  mountainous  region,  that  a  mral  chapel  with 
one  or  two  huts  aitnated  about  half  way,  on  a  flat  piece  of  ground  of  about 
one  acre's  area,  goes  by  the  name  of  Liana  Idrgo  or  large  plain.  It  cer- 
tainly was  a  very  appropriate  name,  as  it  is  the  largest  and  indeed  the 
only  apology  for  a  plain  on  the  entire  route ;  although  from  all  the  various 
heights,  an  immense  extent  of  table-land  is  seen  in  the  distance  and  added 
much  to  the  diversity  of  the  wild  scenery.  The  nest  place,  through  which 
we  passed,  lies  against  the  side  of  a  mountain,  a  scattered  set  of  huts,  the 
owners  of  which  raise  many  fine  cattle.  There  are  sis  or  seven  con- 
siderable streams,  on  the  road,  over  which  we  passed  on  ■flimsy  bridges, 
without  raihcg  and  quite  narrow ;  some  are  very  high,  and  we  could  plainly 
see,  and  fee!  them  shake  under  us;  however  we  arrived  safe  about  5 
oclock  p.  M.,  in  Mercadilb,  a  hamlet  of  about  40  huts.  Before  reaching 
this  we  had  crossed  many  a  hill,  three  of  which  are  very  high  and  steep, 
but  as  the  great  ledges  of  rooks  have  been  avoided,  a  n'lgzay  path  over 
them  is  followed  instead  of  a  "  stair-ease  one,"  My  guide  conducted  me 
to  a  fine,  cleanly  looking  house,  facing  the  church  square;  and  while  the 
dinner  was  being  prepared,  I  took  a  luxurious,  but  much  needed,  swing 
in  my  hammock,  which  had  been  hung  in  the  best  room.  In  the  morning 
at  daybreaJc  I  found  a  cup  of  chocolate  and  a  cake  in  readiness  for  me  which 
was  soon  disposed  of,  after  which  Oalistro  and  myself  walked  off  about  one 
and  a  half  mile  to  Inkononzo  to  see  the  Pu^le  or  Bridge  of  Pandi,  It 
seemed  the  longest  half  league  I  ever  knew,  and  thought  the  road  the 
roughest  a  pedestrian  ueed  wish  to  travel. 

The  latter  part  of  this  walk  is  much  the  worst  as  you  descend,  almost 
perpendicularly  down  some  hundred  feet,  into  a  narrow  and  gloomy  ravine, 
but  I  followed  after  mj  nimble  footed  Indian,  and  the  sight  of  this  won- 
derful curiosity  amply  recompensed  me  for  all  ray  trouble.  In  the  oentre 
of  this  valley  a  fine  large  stream,  in  her  unceasing  course  since  Noah's  flood, 
baa  worn  away  earth,  slate  and  rock,  about  30  feet  wide  and  400  deep  in 
this  dark  and  hideous  looking  chasm ;  here  the  river  w  seen  from  above 
dashing  along  with  the  most  irresistible  and  tremendous  noise.  For  many 
miles  on  either  side  of  this  road  to  Inkononzo,  it  cannot  be  crossed;  but 
here  Nature  has  formed  or  rather  ?«/);  a  permanent  bridge,  which  with  a  little 
assistance  ^om  art,  has  been  made  as  safe  to  the  passenger  as  the  solid  road. 
This  natural  bridge  of  Pandi  is  one  immense  solid  slab  of  stone,  40  feet  long 
by  20  wide;  from  6  to  10  feet  thick;  over  it  lies  the  artificial  bridge  of 
the  natives,  with  balustrades  for  its  security.  Over  these  balustera  I  hung 
in  mute  admiration,  now  convinced  that  the  verbal  and  written  accounts  of 
its  grandeur  were  not  exaggerated  in  the  least  degree.  It  is  the  impression 
of  many  that  the  great  cleft  through  which  Sumtir  Paz  rolls,  is  the  result 
of  an  earthquake  of  earlier  days;  but  after  a  careful  examination  and  I  did 
not  stop,  until  I  had  traced  every  spot  ever  before  pressed  by  human  foot — 
I  was  compelled  to  difier.  Every  indication  went  to  prove,  in  my  estima- 
tion, that  it  bad  been  formed  by  the  constant  friction  of  the  water  over 
the  soft  rock,  which  has  siink  the  bed  of  the  bubbling  stream  so  far  below 
the  general  surface.  Each  new  examination  of  the  place  confirms  my 
opinion ;  the  lower  or  under  side  of  the  huge  slab  or  stone  above  that 
forms  the  upper  bridge,  as  well  aa  the  perpendicular  sides  of  the  chasm, 
from  the  edge  of  the  precipices,  down  as  far  as  the  eye  could  distinguish 
appeared  as  if  its  smoothness  had  been  acquired  by  the  action  of  water, 
but  however  it  may  have  been  formed,  it  is  a  terrific  looking  hole.     The 
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stones  which  form  what  is  called  the  lower  bridge,  were  no  doubt  in  times 
long  past,  hurled  from  their  primitive  beds  above  by  some  convulsiou  of 
the  earth  and  falling  simultaneously  down  this  narrow  fissure,  by  striking 
against  the  sides  have  become  so  firmly  wedged  in,  that  nothing  but  gun- 
powder,  or  another  violent  commotion  can  loosen  them.  This  mass  of 
atone  is  about  60  feet  below  the  other,  from  which  the  descent  is  not  very 
dif&cult  even  for  a  young  lady.  Id  the  centre  is  what  is  called  la  ventdna 
the  window,  a  triangular  opening  through  which  you  have  a  fine  view  of 
the  gurgling  stream  below.  And  through  which  I  sent  many  a  weighty 
stone,  then  securely  hanging  over  its  edge  watched  the  progress  of  these 
small  rocks,  bounding  downward  from  one  projection  to  another  and 
shivered  in  still  smaller  pieces  whenever  they  struck,  so  that  when  they 
fell  into  the  water,  they  appeared  like  mere  pebbles.  Their  noise  there 
was  drowned  amidst  the  thundering  echoes  they  had  awakened  above 
them.  This  extensive  crevasse  is  the  resort  not  only  of  the  nocturnal 
birds  that  haunt  in  great  numbers  this  sombrous  retreat,  but  of  a  species 
peculiar  only  to  such  dark  and  seciuded  sites.  They  are  of  a  brownish 
color,  shape  and  size  of  our  pigeon  hawks,  when  disturbed  in  their  daily 
slumbers,  by  the  rattling  of  stones,  they  leave  their  solitary  hiding-places  ia 
the  gloomy  recess  and  hover  about  in  large  flocks.  The  natives  have  an 
idea  that  these  birds  are  instantly  killed  by  an  exposure  to  the  sun  ;  the  no- 
tion originates  in  the  circumstance  of  their  frequently  finding  them  dead 
in  the  road  above.  They  have  no  other  name,  than  the  general  one  of 
Paxarasolitarin.  I  have  seen  many  wonderful  works  of  art,  and  formations 
of  Nature's  ever  varying  hand,  but  never  anything  to  equal  this  paente  de 
Pandi,  my  visit  to  this  real  cariosity  was  highly  satisfactory  and  I  thought 
my  trouble  attending  the  excursion  well  repaid.  I  returned  to  the  village 
for  my  breakfast,  and  then  mounted  my  horse  for  Eusugazuga  which  I 
reached  long  after  dark  the  same  evening,  "faint  and  weary"  but  ex- 
ceedingly pleased  with  my  trip. 

During  my  absence  Mr.  Tayloe  had  received  a  few  lines  from  General 
Harrison,  that  as  Doctor  Oheyne  had  advised,  and  he  had  no  writing  of 
moment  for  me  to  do,  I  had  better  remain  at  this  place  some  days  longer 
to  recuperate.  Under  those  circumstances  I  had  not  the  least  objection 
to  linger  in  this  the  most  delightful  and  salubrious  of  all  climates  I  ever 
■was  in,  though  scarcely  considered  such  precautions  necessary.  My  late 
jaunt  however  convinced  me  that  I  did  not  possess  my  usual  share  of 
strength  and  vigor,  but  after  chasing  the  game  among  the  wild  mountains 
for  a  few  days  1  entirely  recovered  my  health  and  am  now  as  vigorous  as 
ever.  In  the  meantime  the  days  were  pleasantly  passed  in  riding  about 
and  in  gunning.  We  found  the  common  people  here  quite  as  hospitable 
as  any  in  Colombia;  as  an  instance  :  in  one  of  onr  hunting  excursions, 
Tayloe,  the  Count  and  myself  were  overtaken  by  a  violent  rain  storm,  and 
while  plodding  along,  on  the  road  we  met  quite  a  pretty  young  girl  who 
invited  us  to  take  shelter  in  her  father's  cabin.  A  fowl  was  killed  for  ua, 
and  cooked  in  various  styles  :  one  leg  with  cabbage  and  onions  was 
converted  into  soup ;  another  was  fried,  the  remainder  with  potatoes  and 
other  vegetables  was  served  up  as  a  stew.  A  plucked  sheep  skin  was  our 
table  cloth,  and  the  cabin  floor  our  table,  around  which  we  gladly  sat  as 
well  as  we  could  to  partake  of  the  feast.  A  solitary  wooden  spoon  was 
the  only  artificial  implement  to  transfer  the  victuals  from  the  dishes  to 
our  mouths.  But  by  agreement,  which  was  strictly  adhered  to,  as  soon 
as  one  person  of  our  party  had  emptied  it  twice,  it  was  conveyed  to  the 


•d  by  Google 


Legacy  of  Historical  Gx-KANiNsa.  513 

next  in  order;  so  it  passed  and  repassed  till  the  soup  had  disappeared. 
We  made  more  expeditiotts  work  with  the  solid  part  of  the  entertainment, 
fingers  being  substituted  for  knives  and  forks  enabled  us  to  eat  in  concert. 
The  manner  and  readiness  witb  which  this  meal  was  offered,  made  it  more 
acceptable  to  us  than  the  more  sumptuous  fare  of  formalized  etiquette, 
Tayloe  and  the  Count  as  well  as  myself  were  highlj  diverted  by  our  novel 
repast,  and  after  rewarding  our  kind  host,  promised  as  we  did  to  call  again. 
On  the  second  occasion  each  one  of  us,  without  tJie  knowledge  of  the  other, 
pulled  out  of  his  game-bag  a  spoon,  knife  and  fork  at  the  commencement 
of  the  dinner. 

With  a  view  of  seeing  all  the  belles  of  Fusugazuga  together,  we  one 
night  gave  a  ball  —  it  cost  us  four  re^Is,  60cts,  a  piece  or  twelve  reils  in 
toto.  The  ladies  came  at  an  early  hour,  all  looking  very  prim,  and  decked 
out  as  neatly  and  stylish  as  their  simple  means  admitted.  A  white  dress 
below,  covered  in  part  with  a  coarse  blue  woolen  short-gown  girdled 
around  the  waist,  a  striped  straw  hat  on  their  heads,  and  all  supported  by 
pretty  little  naked  feet  was  thedtomorfecostumeof  the  honton.  The  gentle- 
men wore  no  coats,  shirts  and  pantaloons  were  universal,  except  some  of 
the  younger  spectators  who  were  only  encumbered  with  the  shirt,  and 
those  still  younger  dispensed  with  both  articles  being  in  a  state  of  nudity. 
The  band  composed  of  guitar,  tipplers,  rattlers,  reeds  and  the  drums 
merrily  struck  up,  when  each  of  the  beaux  .very  gallantly  placed  his  hat 
at  the  feet  of  the  lady  he  desired  as  partner,  then  immediately  backing 
out  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  without  a  word  to  her,  frisked  about  alone, 
until  the  selected  belle  most  condescendingly  implies  her  consent  to  dance 
with  him  by  placing  the  hat  on  his  head  again.  Then  the  waltzing  com- 
mences, with  the  voices  of  the  dancers  joining  in  concert  with  the  playi 
These  people  delight  in  dancing,  and  I  think  would  wear  out  two  sei 
North  Americans  in  the  exercise.  Between  danoes  they  refresh  thi 
selves  with  the  choice  nick-nacks  together  with  their  favorite  dishes,  cigars, 
and  country  anise-seed  brandy.  The  frolic  seemed  to  give  general  satisfac- 
tion and  was  kept  up  till  quite  late. 

About  a  week  after  the  receipt  of  the  General's  note,  on  the  morning 
of  August  9th,  having  dispatched  a  load  of  game  and  our  baggage  on  the 
previous  day,  we  left  this  peaceful  valley  and  its  kind  inhabitants.  Soon 
we  were  again  re-crossing  the  craggy  mountain  and  onee  more  overtaken 
by  a  tremendous  shower,  but  under  the  lee  side  of  a  towering  tree,  we 
found  shelter  from  its  greatest  fury,  and  the  alter  drizzling  did  not  last 
sufEciently  long  to  wet  our  overcoats. 

This  mountain  appears  to  act  as  a  breaker  to  all  the  clouds  that  gen- 
erate in  the  valley  below  :  the  specific  gravity  of  these  clouds  is.  too  great 
to  allow  them  to  soar  through  the  thin  air  above  the  mountain's  top,  but 
driven  by  the  wind  which  at  this  season  comes  constantly  from  the  south, 
they  all  collect  here  and  keep  up  an  almost  continual  shower.  From  May 
to  the  first  of  December  is  the  winter  season,  during  which  time  we  con- 
stantly expect  the  rain  with  thunder  and  tempestuous  weather.  At  the 
summit  of  the  mountain  we  again  encountered  the  fog-like  clouds,  arrested 
in  their  course  by  the  towering  tops  and  hiding  from  our  view  the  beauty 
of  the  surrounding  landscape. 

The  Count  Zliskie  has  traveled  this  highway  sis  times,  but  never  with 
a  dry  coat.     I  was  unable  to  assign  a  reason  why  a  person  not  accustomed 
to  the  climatfi,  should  feel  so  uncomfortably  cold  when  the  thermometer 
65 
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Btanda  at  55°,  whiet  is  the  lacaa  t  in  B      ta  wh  n 

at  home  we  think  sach  a  medium  i      d  w  b  w 

perceive  it  is  al!  owing  to  the  estr  m     h  h  h  d 

region.     Flannel  is  an  agreeable       d  m        d 

winter  olothing.     We  reached  horn        B  w  h 

gle  man,"  or  any  accident,  not  one  d  Th    d  m 

return  to  the  Capital  I  had  an  opp  h    fi         m        w  g 

a "  BuU-1'ighl,"  or  rather  a  teasii  h  h 

niversary  of  "  St.  Victorina."     Y  P       d 

idea  of  a  sainfi  being  honored  in  th  w  h  is     d  y 

but  here  such  a  parade  is  but  a  common  ciri-uni stance.  It  was  preceded 
by  a  grand  Procession,  in  which  about  twenty  imiiges  of  the  most  costly 
description,  some  as  large  as  life,  were  borne  about  on  the  shoulders  of 
men.  Tbe  Host  too  made, its  appearance,  and  when  at  the  several  tem- 
porary shrines  erected  in  the  Square,  a  halt  was  made  for  religious  cere- 
monies and  the  devout  crowd  knelt  in  the  dust.  On  similar  occasions  — 
or  when  the  Host  is  carried  to  administer  the  last  sacrament  to  the  dying  — 
its  approach  is  heralded  by  the  tinkling  of  the  bell  accompanying  it.  At 
which  time  all  foreigners  or  such  as  are  not  sufficiently  zealous  in  their 
respect  to  it,  to  risk  the  soiling  of  their  clothes,  or  the  ill-will  of  the  sect 
to  which  it  appertains  —  always  seek  refuge  in  a  house  tili  it  has  passed. 
After  viewing  the  grand  procession  of  St.  Viotorino  from  a  balcony  and 
the  images  had  been  all  carried  into  the  Cathedral  our  party  retired  and 
quickly  were  mounted  on  their  horses,  in  order  to  have  a  nearer  and  better 
view  of  the  expected  pageant.  Upon  eotering  the  square  our  little  squad 
being  aa  well  mounted  ag  any  in  the  gay  and  numerous  cavalcade  already 
assembled  there,  resolved  to  prance  around  under  the  balconies  to  make 
our  chdnza  or  jest  to  such  of  the  belles,  collected  in  them,  as  we  might 
know.  We  had  only  passed  two  sides  and  in  the  act  of  tialuting  the 
Hendersons  —  when  the  cry  of  "  HI  Tdro,  tdro" —  the  lull,  hull,  rose  from 
the  excited  crowd  and  warned  us  of  its  approach  ;  together  with  a  mass 
of  flying  horsemen  from  a  little  street  leading  to  the  square,  at  the  same 
time  told  us  of  the  bull's  vicinity.  Of  course  we  joined  in  full  speed  the 
retreating  host,  and  when  out  of  harm's  way  turned  around  to  gaze  at  the 
animated  spectacle,  This  disorderly  race  among  the  hundreds  of  gayly 
cloaked  horsemen  —  Spanish  cavaliers  —  mounted  on  swift  horses  is  indeed 
a  sight  worth  seeing,  and  the  only  one  in  the  barbarous,  ridiculous,  brutal 
show.  The  bull  came  dashingalong  just  at  our  heels,  but  finding  himself 
disappointed  in  flooring  en  equestrian  and  thai  chase  hopeless ;  he  would 
ever  and  anon,  suddenly  make  a  bolt  among  a  motley  group  of  pedestrians. 
If  that  group  evaded  his  fury  by  dodging  in  a  friendly  doorway  or  by 
■'--'■  reach  on  the  latticed  windows,  he  would  dash  at 
1  exhausted  by  his  futile  attempts  he  would 
upply  of  wind. 

f  a  long  lasso,  or  a  line  made  of  a  raw 
er  end  is  held  by  a  man  on  a  fleet  horse 
horseman's  saddle ;  another  fellow  with 
and  sticks  the  brute  to  make  him  frac- 
.  through  the  crowded  streets,  the  two 
I  ves  to  him,  with  nothing  in  their  hands 
the  maddened  beast  makes  a  plunge  at 
e  side,  still  holding  the  rag  out  for  the 
mai  iB  resting  the  crowd  by  throwing 
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missiles  of  all  kinds  would  endeavor  to  rouse  him  again  to  action.  Some- 
times he  wonld  only  notice  these  annojances  by  a  toss  of  the  head,  bat  if 
an  adventurous  toriro,  bull-fighter  on  foot,  came  very  near  with  his  teasing 
flag,  one  tremendous  plunge  indicated  his  desire  of  vengeance.  But 
finding  himself  foiled  by  the  agility  of  his  tormentor,  he  would  again 
resume  his  passive  bearing  until  roused  once  more  to  mischief  by  the 
steeled  point  of  the  staff  or  pike  pole.  The  mounds  inflicted  by  the  goad 
would  again  arouse  all  bis  latent  anger  causing  hovse  and  foot  to  fly  in 
one  mingled  rout  from  his  furious  onslaught.  Accidents  are  very 
common,  but  are  considered  as  trifles  and  the  life  of  the  sport  by  this 
enlightened  people,  yet  it  is  a  dangerous,  cruel  pastime,  more  particularly 
so  to  the  footmen.  In  one  charge  of  the  bull  on  this  occasion  I  saw  at 
least  half  a  dozen  of  them  knocked  down  under  the  feet  of  the  running 
horses,  though  I  do  not  know  that  any  were  seriously  injured.  There 
was  one  ooourreQce,  that  afternoon,  that  completely  satisfied  my  desire  to 
see  no  more  of  this  amusement.  The  bull  was  standing  in  the  centre  of 
the  square,  covered  with  foam  and  lolling  with  fatigue  —  missiles,  flags  nor 
goad  seemed  to  have  any  effect  upon  him ;  he  was  pronounced  "  good  for 
nothing  —  done  over"  —  the  people  went  around  him  and  before  him  ; 
he  even  allowed  himself  to  be  patted  without  in  the  least  noticing  it.  At 
length  starting  from  his  lethargy,  he  made  a  dart  at  his  nearest  assailants, 
but  the  cry  of  tSro,  tdro  notified  them  in  time  and  they  escaped  the  danger. 
One  poor  fellow,  however,  some  yards  ahead,  either  deaf  or  so  petrified 
with  fear  as  to  disable  him  from  fiying  — was  overtaken  by  the  raging 
beast  and  thrown  up  in  the  air.  He  fell  without  a  sign  of  life  — when 
the  bull  having  passed  on,  the  unfeeling  mob  gathered  around  with  shouts 
of  laughter  and  mookery  at  his  misfortune.  He  was  picked  up  by  two  or 
three  of  the  more  humane  ones  and  borne  off  with  the  blood  streaming 
from  his  bead  and  arm  and  I  neither  sawtior  heard  more  of  him. 

I  am  happy  to  see  from  your  letters,  my  good  father,  that  your  trip  to 
Washington  waSBo  satisfactory  ;  itiBchfeering  toiearn  that"  Old  Hickory" 
is  so  favorably  inclined  towards  you,  and  to  hear  of  his  promise  that  you 
shall  be  retained  in  your  office.  The  pronjise  too  of  Moore,  in  relation  to 
myself,  as  mentioned  in  yours  of  March  23d,  was  not  unacceptable,  but 
there  is  such  a  difierence  between  Moore  and  Harrison  !  The  latter  has 
it  in  view  to  leave  his  son  here  with  Dr.  Bresson,  but  is  not  exactly  de- 
termined. I  will  send  my  Journal  by  Q-en.  Harrison  which  will  replace 
the  missing  numbers  of  my  letters.  I  suppose  Bichard  and  Glizabetfk  are 
established  in  their  own  house,  and  so  much  taken  up  in  nurturing  little 
Deb,  and  the  other  stranger  that  I  must  be  satisfied  with  their  brief 
letters.     Love  and  remembrances  to  one  and  all  at  home. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Gen.  Sol.  Van  Eensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y.  R.  V.  Rbnsselaee. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Sooth  American  Letters  Continited. 

Bensselaer  Van  Rensselaer  to  his  Father. 

Dear  Father,  Bogota,  August  25,  1829. 

The  letter  dated  five  days  since  went  to  Cavthagena  and  you  no  doubt 
will  wonder  at  reeeiuing  another  so  soon,  but  I  send  this  by  Mr.  Gooding 
of  Boston  who  leaves  this  for  home.  Tour  No.  1  of  May  31st,  came  to 
hand  a  few  days  since,  the  detenlioc  was  caused  by  the  mail's  having 
been  robbed,  helow  Mompox  on  its  way  to  Bogota.  The  mail  boat,  having 
a  crew  of  bdgas,  besides  the  pair(in,  was  attacked  by  another  boat  with 
a  similar  crew  completely  armed.  The  patriSo  was  killed,  one  man  badly 
wounded,  and  the  other  two  uiade  their  escape  by  swimming  ashore.  The 
robbers  after  taking  out  the  trifling  amount  of  specie  contained  in  the 
mail  boat,  leit  the  correspoadenoe  unmolested  in  some  place  where  it  was 
subsequently  found.  Two  of  the  villainoua  seape-graces  have  been  ar- 
rested and  sent  to  Geo,  Montillo  in  Carthagena,  who  ere  this  has  cured 
them  of  their  itching  propensities  for  other  peoples  lives  and  money.  My 
letter  was  among  others  moored  in  the  boat,  against  the  Magdalena's  bank, 
till  some  honest,  true  fellow  came  along,  and  put  it  on  its  right  traok  for 
Bogota.  I  am  very  sorry  to  find  out  through  letters  to  the  General  from 
J.  Mac  Pherson  our  Consul  at  Carthagena,  that  no  letters  went  home  in 
the  August  packet  from  that  plgce  ;  the  latest  you  had  received  from  me, 
previous  to  that  time,  must  have  then  been  written  in  May  at  Barran- 
quilla  and  Mompox.  Knowing  through  them  that  I  was  on  the  river,  I 
fear  that  anxiety  to  hear  of  me  at  the  end  of  my  route,  has  been  too  much 
the  "  order  of  the  day  "  at  home.  The  cause  of  the  delay  in  your  not  re- 
ceiving my  letter  was  this.  The  Government  here  has  passed  a  new  tariiF 
law,  the  sure  effect  of  which  will  be  to  cut  off  entirely,  I  fear,  the  valua- 
ble trade  of  the  United  States ;  the  duty  on  flour  is  eight  dollars  per  bb!., 
other  products  of  that  country  in  proportion.  This  new  tariff  was  to 
have  gone  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  July,  but  the  time  was  extended 
four  months,  at  the  representation  of  Geo.  Harrison,  in  order  that  the 
Merchants  at  home  might  be  saved  from  ruin,  by  timely  notice  of  it, 
Bunch  &  Co.,  together  with  others,  in  hopes  of  making  a  fine  speculation 
by  laying  in  a  large  supply  of  North  American  produce,  before  the  new 
decree  went  into  operation,  chartered  the  New  York  packet  —  then  in 
port,  — and  would  not  allow  the  Master  to  carry  a  single  letter,  for  fear 
that  word  of  the  extended  time  for  the  tariff's  going  into  effect,  should 
be  sent  home. 

Among  the  letters  thus  detained  was  Gen.  Harrison's  Dispatch  on  the 
subject  of  the  extension  and  my  two.  The  effect  of  this  abominable  tariff 
may  be  possibly  to  exclude  our  vessels  from  these  porta,  if^so,  you  of 
course  'will  know  the  fact  before  I  do,  in  that  ease  our  correspondence 
will  be  very  irregular  5  but  be  assured  I  will  avail  myself  of  every  known 
opportunity  of  letting  you  hear  from  me.  The  General  is  daily  more  and 
more  pleased   with  "  blackey, "  and  I  myself  also  fully  estimate  his  good 
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qualities.  To  hear  that  your /j^'enrfa  are  on  the  alert  to  save  your  offioe 
is  truly  gratifying,  I  know  of  no  person  who  can  boast  of  so  many  frue  ones. 

I  will  now  ask  jou  to  return,  in  thought,  with  me  to  my  Southern  home 
and  accompany  the  parties,  that  every  fair  afternoon  are  sure  to  join  the 
Henderson  family  in  their  excursions — the  older  people,  with  Gen.  Harri- 
son, quite  frequently,  in  a  coach  and  four,  while  we  younger  ones  take 
our  airing  on  horseback  in  company  with  the  young  ladies.  Havingnow  re- 
covered a  fine  appetite  and  nearly  all  my  strength  and  I  trust  fully  acclimated, 
our  evening  rides,  with  or  without  the  ladies,  werealways  highly  enjoyed 
by  me.  The  evening  resort  of  all  foreigners  and  the  fashionables  of  the 
Capita]  is  the  beautiful  Alameda  or  public  walk.  It  is  the  prettiest  road 
in  the  vicinity,  on  each  aide  of  it  for  two  miles  is  the  hedge  of  trees  and 
shrubs,  among  the  last  are  roses  and  blackberries  always  in  bearing.  It  is 
the  grand  promenadeand  here  a  few  carriages  ofBogotaasalao the  mounted 
cavaliers  repair  in  a  fine  evening.  The  other  avenues  from  the  cap- 
ital on  the  plain  being  unadorned  by  trees  or  hedges  are  too  monotonous  for 
a  frequent  ride;  there  is  one,  however  leading  at  the  foot  of  the  Mdnte 
Serratte  towards  the  fountain  head,  that  baa  variety  enough.  But  the 
moat  romantic  of  all,  is  one  leading  to  the  Monastery  or  hermitage  on  top 
of  that  mountain  and  another  to  the  ruined  Convent  on  the  Guadeloupe, 
On  this  last,  Mr.  Tayloe,  Carter  Harrison  and  myself  rode  one  evening, 
it  is  rugged  and  snfGciently  wild  to  suit  the  most  adventurous  mind. 
About  half  way  np,  or  one  league  from  the  city,  we  baked  to  look  at  two 
wild  deer  browsing  within  a  pistol  shot  of  the  road,  they  seemed  to  con- 
sider one  glance  a  sufficient  notice  of  us,  after  which  they  resumed  their 
satisfactory  employment  and  we,  without  molesting  the  pretty  creatures, 
continued  our  way  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain  ridgo. 

Owing  to  the  eireumatance  of  the  earthquake  of  1827  having  demolished 
the  building  on  this  peak  —  at  which  period  much  damage  was  also  done 
in  the  city  —  it  was  no  more  a  place  of  resort.  The  path  from  the  main 
road  was  so  much  ovei^own  with  weeds,  that  we  lost  it,  but  did  not  miss 
the  principal  object  of  our  ride,  the  extensive  and  grand  view  that  fised 
us  in  astonishment.  From  an  eminence,  1800  feet  above  the  plain  of  Bo- 
gota, we  had  a  splendid  survey  of  the  lofty  Andes  with  its  immense  chain 
of  towering  mountains,  we  knew  all  about  the  steep  and  rugged  ascent  up 
to  the  stately  peaks.  We  cast  our  eyes  over  the  extensive  table  land  and 
City  ;  the  last  had  a  very  sombre  appearance,  the  effect  of  the  dark  tiled 
roofhousea;  the  atreeta  are  all  at  right  angles,  and  through  the  centre 
flowa  a  stream  of  water.  Some  of  the  summits  around  tower  to  a  prodi- 
gious height,  rising  far  above  the  clouds,  and  are  covered  with  perpetual 
anow,  and  although  we  are  so  near  to  the  Equator  the  intense  heat  is  not 
particularly  Oppressive  in  consequence  of  the  elevated  land,  but  the  climate 
mild  and  salubrious  though  it  is  now  Winter.  After  feasting  our  eyes 
with  the  grand  and  sublime  spectacle,  we  returned  by  astill  more  difficult 
road  than  the  one  we  bad  ascended  and  passed  the  fine  Quinta  —  country 
seat — of  the  Liberator — General  Bolivar.  These  ridea  I  found  very  essen- 
tial —  as  the  correspondence  of  Gen.  Harrison  with  the  Colombian  Govern- 
ment for  claims  of  our  citizens,  the  remonstrances  &e  against  the  oppressive 
conduct  of  these  anthoritiea  towards  those  citizens  &c  —  gave  me  so  much 
writing  that  I  was  quite  happy  to  seize  every  moment  for  exercise.  A 
transaction  has  just  now  become  public,  which  has  excited  the  indignation 
of  all  the  English  and  Americans.  It  appears  that  Nicholson  and  Tra- 
verse —  the  two  persons  from  whom  I  received  so  much  attention  in  Mom- 
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pox — were  left  Eseeatora  to  the  will  of  an  Englishman  who  died  some 
time  siDce  io  that  city.  Among  his  effects  was  eight  pounds  of  gold  dust 
{which  article  by  a  law,  issued  since  his  death,  is  made  contraband  there), 
the  ezeentors,  who  say  they  were  not  aware  of  that  law,  sold  the  dust  to 
raise  funds  to  defray  the  funeral  expenses.  The  Goyernor  (Alderorutz) 
having  heard  of  this,  sent  to  demand  the  dust,  but  they  of  course  could 
not  produce  it  and  were  thrown  into  prison.  Richard  K.  Nicholson,  who 
had  been  long  sick,  and  then  laboring  under  delirium,  was,  notwithstand- 
ing the  remonstrances  of  several  physicians  against  the  rough  treatment, 
carried  off  and  as  predicted  died  in  a  few  hours.  Traverse  too  was  siok,  and 
after  this  tragedy  of  Nicholson,  was  removed  to  his  own  house  and  left  under 
charge  of  a  guard. 

After  trying  every  method  to  pr  euie  ha  release  w  thout  effect  (the 
amount  in  money  having  been  rejected  1  y  thi  G-overnor)  was  obi  ged  to 
run  the  risk  of  being  condemned  to  ten  years  impnsonae  t  and  the  loss 
of  the  ei^ht  pounds  of  dust,  by  smuggling  that  amount  in  the  place  to  sat- 
isfy the  Governor's  cupidity.  Now  allowin^  that  fraud  was  iitendeJ  by 
these  Executors  in  the  disposition  ot  the  dust  can  any  thing  just  fy  the 
brutal  and  tyrannical  conduct  towards  the  dying  Nicholson  on  the  part  of 
Aldercrutz  ?  No  !  nor  is  this  a  single  case  ot  such  treatment  towards  for- 
eigners, nor  are  the  natives  themselves  exen  pt  they  aie  often  made  to 
writhe  under  the  power  of  these  arb  trary  ofticers  who  carry  the  r  oppres- 
sive measures  to  an  infamous  degree  and  t  o  not  at  a  1  lemirkjblelhat 
there  are  so  many  disaffected  towards  su  h  a  Go>eriment  11  la  disaffec- 
tion ia  wide  and  fast  spreading  over  the  whole  cour  try  there  w  II  no 
doubt  be  great  political  changes  ere  long,  indeed  rumor  positively  declares 
that  the  President  Dictator  intends  assuming  that  power  for  life,  under 
the  name  of  Preiidiate  Vitalkio  or  of  Emperor.  Rumor  also  says  that 
PeBresson  is  here  to  pave  the  way  for  a  Bourbon  successor  lo  Bolivar 
from  France.  These  stories  all  tend  to  increase  disaffection,  A  few  nights 
since,  placards  were  posted  in  the  streets  threatening  DeUresson  and  the 
Bake  de  Moutibello  with  assassination,  if  they  did  not  desist  from  their 
intrigues  to  effect  this  object  and  leave  the  country  This  proves  the 
existence  of  a  strong  feeling  and  many  fear  more  disturbances.  The 
Goodinga,  who  were  here  and  witaeased  the  horrors  of  the  riot  last  year, 
are  collecting  all  the  debts  they  can  muster  and  the  one  brother,  for  fear 
of  another  event  of  that  kind  now  leaves  for  the  United  States. 

The  girls  I  hope  wilt  be  more  particnlarin  their  cbit-chat  intelligence, 
it  ia  only  through  them  1  can  expect  to  keep  Che  trace  of  friends  dear  to 
me  in  youthful  days.  I  suppose  my  old  companion  —  Robert  Jenkins  is 
married  by  this  time.  I  am  glad  that  my  young  friends  still  think  of  me, 
the  Misses  Lansings  among  the  rest,  let  me  hear  more  of  them.  I  am 
really  happy  to  hear  of  Aant  Maria's  marriage,  she  must  know  me  well 
enough  to  be  assured  she  has  my  best  wishes.  The  note  of  Uncle  Kilian 
gave  me  great  pleasure,  it  is  characteristic  of  the  kind  feeling  he  always 
possessed  for  every  one;  the  enfeebled  state  he  was  in,  when  I  left  home, 
compelled  me  to  think  I  would  never  see  him  again,  and  the  news  of  his 
death  was  not  unlooked  for.  If  a,  practice  of  all  the  cardinal  virtues  of 
Christianity,  without  a  profession  of  them,  can  secure  the  transient  tenant 
of  this  life  an  after  seat  among  theblessed,  his  soul  is  happy.  The  promise 
of  my  dear  Mother,  through  the  girls,  that  I  should  have  a  long  letter  from 
her  as  soon  as  she  was  completely  well,  is  earnestly  desired  and  looked  for. 
Tell  Adeline  I  have  written  twice  to  that  fine  fellow  Dr.  Van  Rensselaer 
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and  have  also  received  two  letters  from  him,  I  write  again  to  him  by  this 

mail.     I  dare  say  Hat  and  Oat  have  grown  very  much  and  are  studying 

hard,  kiss  them  both  for  mo.     Remember  me  to  all.     Sincerely  Yours'. 

Gen.  Sol.  V.,,  K..«el»r,  Alb.aj,  N.  Y.^'^'^'  "f^"  »«»«»"<«■ 

Margwretta  Van  Rensselaer  to  her  Sister. 
Dear  Sister,  Albany  September  4,  1H2Q. 

Your  welcome  let1«r  found  me  at  Mount  Hope  where  I  went  last 
Wednesday  and  remained  so  as  to  be  with  our  Dear  Mother  on  her  fifty- 
fourth  birthday,  I  came  in  town  to  night  with  our  dear  Father.  Yester- 
day afternoon  (Thursday)  a  very  sad  accident  befell  our  excellent  towns- 
man Dr.  James  McNaughten.  He  with  a  few  other  gentlemen  dined  at 
Drake's  in  company  with  some  Southerners,  after  which  they  rode  out  to 
William  Walsh's  [one  mile  south  of  the  city]  at  Nat  Grove  to  view  the 
fine  prospect.  On  their  return,  in  coming  down  the  steep  hill,  some  part 
of  the  harness  gave  way,  and  in  consequence  of  which  the  horse  became 
frightened,  and  in  running  stumbled,  by  which  he  upset  the  chaise,  id 
which  James  Stevenson,  Ksq.  and  Dr.  McNaughten  were  seated.  It  rolled 
(the  gig)  two  or  three  times  entirely  over  on  the  Doctor.  Mr.  Stevenson 
6'as  also  thrown  out,  but  not  much  injured.  Bill  Walsh  and  George 
Brinckerhoof  went  immediateiy  to  town  and  brought  out  the  Doctors.  In 
the  meantime  Papa  and  Catherine  came  walking  along  on  their  way  to  the 
birth-day  party  at  Mount  Hope.  They  had  just  raised  the  Dr.  out  of  the 
gully,  and  he  laid  on  the  grass  with  his  head  on  John  Walsh's  lap.  Papa 
t'elt  his  hands  and  then  sent  Cathnrine  to  Cherry  Hill  for  a  cot,  which 
Grandma  soon  sent  as  also  a  mattress.  Dr.  McN.  seemed  in  great  pain, 
and  told  Papa  it  was  useless  sending  for  the  doctors  as  it  was  "  all  over 
with  him,"  he  said  his  "back  was  broken."  As  he  wished  Papa  to  re- 
main till  the  physicians  came  he  did  so,  and  after  he  was  laid  on  the  bed 
and  being  carefully  moved  to  Albany,  they  came  on  to  Mount  Hope. 
James  Stevenson  certainly  had  a  most  miraculous  escape,  bis  greatest 
damage  being  torn  clothes.  On  examination  it  was  found  his  back  was 
not  broken ;  bis  ribs,  however  are,  and  his  leg  so  badly  fractured  —  the 
bone  is  mashed  —  they  still  fear  it  will  have  to  be  amputated,  however  it 
ie  set,  and  though  still  in  a  critical  condition  is  doing  better  than  expected, 
Rensselaer's  letters  were  sent  for  you.  The  Patroon  was  here  and  so 
anxious  to  Bee  them,  that  Papa  promised  he  should  read  them  when  they 
were  returned  ;  he  expected  that  Richard  would  have  brought  them  home 
with  him.  The  Patroon  has  again  inquired  for  them  and  Papa  wishes 
you  to  send  them  up  at  once  with  the  mail,  Mawa'a  cold  is  better.  The 
weather  here  is  also  very  changeable;  yesterday  and  to  day  quite  cold 
enough  to  stt  by  the  fire.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were  the  warmest 
days  we  have  had  during  the  Summer.  I  regret  that  the  Doctor  and 
Cousin  Charlotte  have  suffered  from  the  change.  That  God  may  bless 
and  protect  you,  and  all  those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  you  is  the  sincere 
prayer  of  your  sister—  Makgaeetta. 

Miss  Adehne  Van  Rensselaer. 

Care  of  Jer.  Van  Rensselaer,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

Saa.  Daniel  W^ter  to  Oen.  Yan  Reamdam: 
My  Dear  Sir,  Boston,  Sept.  11,  1S29. 

I  regret  exceedingly,  that  before  your  letter  came  to  hand,  I  had  made 
au  appointment  to  go  to  N.  Hampshire  soon  after  the  20th  instant,  oa 
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business  which  it  is  not  praetieable  to  poatpoDe.  So  long  an  interval  had 
occurred  since  I  saw  you,  that  I  had  been  led  to  think  you  had  concluded 
that  it  would  be  best  to  leave  our  meeting  to  accident,  I  hope,  very 
sincerely,  it  may  yet  so  happen,  that  I  may  see  the  General  before  I  go 
South.  The  last  week  in  October,  and  the  two  first  weeks  in  Novr.  I 
expect  to  pass  in  New  York.  It  would  gratify  me  if  circumstances  should 
oall  him  to  the  City  about  that  time.  The  opinions  which  T  expressed  to 
jou,  especially  such  as  relate  to  the  state  of  things  in  this  part  of  the 
Country,  have  been  much  confirmed  by  events  which  have  since  oeourred. 
It  will  not  be  possible  to  repress,  for  many  months  longer,  some  public 
demonstration  of  the  General  Sentiment. 

I  am.  Dr.  Sir,  with  very  sincere  regard  Yours, 

Danl.  Webstek. 
Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

BeTiaselaer  Van  Bensaelaer  to  Ms  Father. 
Muy  seSor  mio,  Bogota  September  17,  1829. 

My  last  to  jon,  dated  25th  ult.,  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Gooding  of  Boston,  and  is  now  probably  with  him  in  the  "  Tampico " 
wending  its  way  over  the  briny  deep,  towards  its  destination;  if  so  yoa 
will  have  received  that  before  this  can  reach  its  port  of  debarkation.  I 
wish  your  lettars.to  me  could  travel  so  speedily,  it  has  taken  your  quickest 
one,  nearly  three  months  after  ite  date  to  reach  me.  A  cavalcade  of  aboat 
twenty  natives  and  foreigners,  among  whom  I  was  one,  went  out  with 
Sefior  Gooding,  as  far  as  Pu^nte  Grande,  to  see  him  thus  far  on  his  way 
home.  The  brothers  were  deeply  affected  at  parting.  The  cause  that 
leads  to  this  separation  between  them,  becomes  every  day  more  apparent. 
It  is  whispered  that  secret  meetings  are  held  at  night  by  the  Liberals  to 
concert  measures  for  counteracting  the  plans  of  Bolivar's  friends.  The 
mail  which  arrived  here  on  Monday  last,  broijght  word  of  the  Tampieo's 
arrival  at  Carthagena,  but  to  my  disappointment,  although  she  sailed  from 
New  York  more  than  a  fortnight  after  Mr.  Moore,  brought  no  word  from 
home  for  me.  I  am  of  course  in  the  dark  still,  as  to  Mr.  Moore's  real  in- 
tentions respecting  myself,  but  am  inclined  to  think,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  his  not  having  brought  out  a  private  Secretary,  that  my  services 
in  that  capacity  will  not  he  unacceptable  to  him.  His  arrival,  which  is 
now  espeeted  hourly,  will  dispel  every  doubt;  and  by  him  I  may  look  for 
the  large  package  from  home  which  you  promised,  in  case  he  sailed  from 
New  York.  Gen.  Harrison  some  days  since  received  a  not«  from  him, 
dated  10th  ult ,  three  days  after  his  landing  at  Maraeaybo,  in  which  he 
states,  that  he  will  leave  that  City  for  this  Capital  in  two  days,  and  calcu- 
lated upon  being  here  on  the  10th  of  the  present  month.  The  seven  days 
which  have  already  passed,  beyond  his  anticipated  time  for  performing  tbe 
journey  proves  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  traveling  in  this 
country.  Gen.  Harrison  was  forty  days,  including  ten  days  stoppage  at 
Cuenta,  in  performing  the  same  journey.  We  are  under  some  apprehen- 
sion that  either  Mr.  Moore  or  Mr.  Pickett  have  fallen  sick  on  the  road. 

It  is  Gen.  Harrison's  intention  to  leave  this  as  soon  as  possible,  after 
transferring  his  office  over,  in  order  that  he  may  pursue  bis  route  towards 
Carthagena  at  his  leisure.  He  expects  there  the  arrival  of  the  Sloop  of 
War  "  Natchez",  (that  brought  out  his  successor)  from  Brazil,  to  which 
place  she  has  gone  to  carry  Capt.  Cassin,  and  expects  to  be  able  to  sail  for 
the  United  States  about  the  middle  of  November.     Gen.  Harrison  will 
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I  South  America,  carrying  with  him  the  best  wishesj  not  only  of  his 
countrymen,  but  of  sJl  the  GolombiaQS  and  Foreigners,  who  had  the 
ir  of  his  acquaintance.  He  is  heartily  sick  of  this  tropical  America, 
were  he  not,  he  would  have  no  reason  to  regret  his  reoill  as  I  am 
d  that  the  ill-advised  measure  will  have  the  cont  y  ff  t  f  h 
ing  him.  He  will  have  the  largest  escort  that  ever  g  d  th  d  p  t 
of  any  foreigner  from  this  Capital;  not  a  military  esc  t  b  t  a  Id 
of  sorrowing  friends.     For  my  own  part  I  shall  not  1  tl         bl    m  a 

at  any  rate,  until  I  see  him  borne,  away  from  the  sto     1    u  H     d 

by  the  waters  of  the  Magdalena.  Mr.  Moore  write  h  w  11  t  k  th 
General's  furniture,  if  he  does  so,  with  the  house  and  garden,  he  wiU  not 
only  acquire  a  supply  of  what  he  must  other  wise  procure  here,  but  a  fine 
variety  of  first  rate  vegetables,  and  this  arrangement  will  relieve  the 
Greneral  of  much  trouble.  Mr.  Moore  also  mentions  in  his  letter  that  he 
has  in  his  possession  Dispatches  from  the  Department  for  General  Harrison. 
They  undoubtedly  contain  the  official  notice  of  the  Geaeral's  recall ;  we 
■will  therefore  witness  here  the  novel  sight  of  the  Presentation  of  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  Bogota  by  his  predecessor.  I  am  doubtful  if  this  letter 
finds  a  passage  home,  before  the  General  leaves  this  Country,  but  will 
forward  it  on  to  Garthagena  in  hopes  that  it  may.  I  am  anxious  that  such 
should  be  the  ease,  as  I  see  published  in  the  United  States  papers,  the 
rumors  and  contradictory  statements  growing  out  of  a  war  between  this 
Colombia  and  Peru,  which  may  possibly  give  rise  to  some  uneasiness 
among  my  friends  at  home ;  but  they  need  not  be  under  any  apprehension. 

The  War  is  an  offensive  one  on  the  part  of  Colombia,  and  is  about  sixty 
days  journey  for  light  mules  from  this ;  then  too  any  occurrence  there, 
produces  just  about  as  much  interest  among  foreigners  here,  as  does  the 
war  in  Eastern  Europe.  Even  the  little  interest  we  lately  received  from 
the  military  operations  in  that  remote  quarter  of  the  Republic,  must  take 
another  turn,  for  Bolivar  having  obtained  repossession  of  Guayaquil 
by  capitulation,  seems  disposed,  if  not  obliged  for  want  of  funds,  to  end 
this  famous  war  in  negotiation.  An  armistice  between  the  contending 
powers  has  taken  place,  in  May  last  for  sixty  days,  since  which  we  have 
just  heard  that  Commissioners  on  part  of  Peru  were,  in  the  Colombian 
oamp,  treating  for  Peace,  Should  this  attempt  for  peace  prove  abortive, 
and  should  the  Peruvian  forces  be  able  to  defeat  Gen.  Bolivar  in  the 
South  and  make  way  through  all  the  impenetrable  passes  to  this  City. 
I  would  look  on  the  events  as  an  uninterested  spectator. 

Our  Flag  is  held  in  such  respect  here,  that  any  person  under  its  pro- 
tection would  find  security  e?en  in  a  Civil  commotion.  An  Ambassador 
and  his  family  have  always  been  considered  sacred,  even  in  the  most  bar- 
barous nations.  I  hope  therefore  no  one  will  give  way  to  useless 
apprehensions  on  my  account.  Rumor,  they  say,  grows  in,  its  travels,  if 
that  is  the  case  any  rumor  relating  to  this  country  must  be  a  monster  by 
the  time  it  reaches  you.  You  have  had,  and  undoubtedly  will  receive  more 
exaggerated  accounts  from  this  new  Republic,  but  again,  I  say,  let  my  situa- 
tion here,  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  to  you  of  my  personal  security,  and  let 
me  find  contentment  in  knowing  you  have  no  anxiety  on  my  account.  The 
General  now  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  Mr,  Moore,  his  suc- 
cessor, has  Just  sent  his  son  off  to  Guaduas  (the  village  of  his  own  selec- 
tion, perhaps  because  his  crony,  before  my  arrival,  D.  0.  Oar 
there)  in  order  to  acquire  as  much  knowledge  of  the  1: 
66 
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before  leaving  the  country.  Tn  a  few  weeks  the  Heniltr'tonH  will  also 
leave  the  oity ;  their  ostensible  reason  for  it,  ii  to  give  the  workmeo  an 
opportunity  to  repair  damages,  caused  by  the  eai thijuake,  on  their  bouse. 
When  tliey  have  gone  we  propose  to  make  a  trip  to  the  Falls  of  Tequen- 
dama,  "  one  ol'  the  most  remarkable  cataracts  in  the  world  about  15  or  16 
miles  south  west  of  this  city,  on  the  river  Bogota,  a  branch  of  tbe  Meta. 
This  river,  which  passes  through  the  Capital,  is  compressed  (just  above 
the  falls)  from  140  to  35  feet  in  width,  acd  rushes  down  a  perpendicular 
rock  at  two  bounds,  to  the  depth  of  674  feet,  into  an  unfathomable  gulf." 
Three  or  four  of  us  escorted  Consul  Henderson  and  family  a  few  milea 
out  of  town  and  returned  by  the  light  of  the  mocn 

In  tbe  suburbs  we  met  a  patrol  of  twenty  men,  by  whom  we  were  in- 
stantly baiied  with  "  Quiin  vivo"  (who  lives)  ?  '  Cohmbia"  was 
answered  by  Dr.  Cheyene.  "  Quiin  es  "  (who  is  fherej  ^  '  Oiudaddno  " 
(citizen),  was  the  reply,  and  we  passed  on  unmolested, 

While  on  the  subject  of  the  military,  a  word  or  two  for  future  remini-- 
scence  is  well  enough.  There  are  about  1000  soldiers  quartered  in  this 
city,  and  more  or  less  in  every  place  of  any  consequence  throughout  the 
republic.  The  aggregate  number  of  the  regular  army  is  40,000  with  70 
generals,  200  colonels,  and  other  officers  in  proportion.  This  immense 
standing  army  engrosses  all  the  revenue  of  the  country  for  its  support,  nor 
is  that  sufficient;  forced  loans  are  frequently  resorted  to,  in  order  to 
maintain  them  and  to  raise  funds  for  other  current  expenses.  Tbe 
common  soldiers  here  in  the  capital  get  one  re^l — 12  J  cents  per  diem,, 
without  rations,  which  is  quite  enough  to  support  them  here  ;  but  they 
are  poorly  clad ;  very  few  have  blankets,  none  shoes.  In  other  places 
tbe  pay  is  more  or  less,  according  to  tbe  abundance  or  scarcity  of  provisions. 
The  common  soldiers  are  caught  on  market  days,  by  a  press  gang,  and 
driven  to  the  cantonment  in  chains  —  where  they  are  enrolled  for  a 
number  of  years  and  called  iiofttntorio  —  volunteers.  The  dissatisfaotion  . 
against  the  Government  has  now  become  so  manifest  that  those  in 
authority  begin  to  perceive  it  and  suspicions  are  awakened.  Thej  have 
arrested  Tcnorio  under  a  charge  of  fomenting  disturbances  in  the  capital, 
and  have  thrown  him  into  prison.  It  is  supposed  that  advantage  will  be 
taken  of  Bolivar's  advance  in  Peru,  on  the  part  of  the  Liberals  or  Consti- 
tutionalists to  overcome  his  friends  and  those  in  favor  of  a  monarchy 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  Such  suppositions  and  Tenorio'S 
imprisonment,  is  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  distrust  in  the  city.  Cash 
people  bury  their  riches,  and  visits  are  scarce;  people  are  fearful  of  com- 
mitting themselves  by  unintentionally  visiting  a  liberal  and  of  course 
Bogota  is  now  a  dreary  hole.  Carter  and  tbe  Hendersons  are  very  much 
missed  by  all  at  our  Legation. 

Sept.  'i\U.  A  little  before  dinner  to  day  Commodore  De  Kay  of  the 
Brazilian  service,  the  avant  courier,  sent  on  to  announce  tbe  approach  of 
Major  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Bogata  and  Mr. 
Pickett,  arrived.  After  dinner  Mr.  Tayloe,  myself  and  one  or  two  of  tbe 
General's  guests,  to  day  at  dinner,  rode  out  on  the  Alameda,  tbe  north 
avenue  from  the  city  and  escorted  them  in.  They  bad  been  forty  days 
traveling  from  Maracaybo  exclusive  of  resting,  were  completely  worn  out 
with  fatigue,  and  shivering  under  their  Kentucky  cloaks  with  the  eold. 
While  the  party  are  telling  over  their  perils  by  sea  and  land,  I  haste  to 
bring  this  letter  to  a  close.  Mr.  Moore  meotions  having  seen  you  and 
two  of  my  sisters  in  New  York  aud  that  your  health  was  good,  those  two 
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I  suppose  were  Adeline  aad  Matilda.  Mr.  Moore  ia  an  active  little  man  5 
feet  8  inches  in  height,  45  jeara  of  age,  full  of  anecdote  and  converaatioQ ; 
he  and  the  General  together  kept  the  table  in  a  roar  of  laughter  for  hours. 

His  Secretary  Mr.  Pickett  like  myself  ia  about  six  feet  high,  he  ia  a 
shrewd,  quiet,  sterling  fellow.  The  Major's  baggage  will  be  here  tomor- 
row when  I  will  have  the  home  letters  of  which  he  ia  the  bearer.  I  have 
not  heard  him  expresa  a  word  in  the  short  time  we  have  b< 
respecting  myself  and  for  causes  mentioned  to  you  in  another  letter  i 
hut  little  about  it  so  I  may  sucoeed  in  my  other  plans. 

I  pray  dear  Adeline's  attempt  may  this  time  succeed  and  she  may  re- 
cover from  her  unfortunate  deafness,  but  she  must  not  despond, 
Adios,  Su  servidor. 
Gen.  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  M.,  Albany,  N.  Y.         R.  V  Rensselaek. 

Sensselaer  Yan  Renssalae/r  to  Me  Father. 
My  Dear  Father,  Oarthagena,  November,  17,  1829. 

My  last  of  September  21st  at  Bogota  was  written  and  dispatched  on  the 
day  of  Mr.  Moore's  arrival  in  that  city ;  since  which  circumstances  have 
ooenrred,  whieh  induced  me  to  think  it  useless  to  write  you  more  from 
Bogota  as  they  have  led  to  an  alteration  of  my  plans  and  to  my  being  at 
present  in  this  place.  We  will  return  in  thought  back  again  to  the 
Metropolis.  Vergara  —  Secretary  of  State  was  immediately  informed  by 
the  General  of  Moore'a  arrival,  and  requested  to  appoint  an  early  day  for 
hia  presentation.  Vergira  called  with  Miranda,  his  chief  clerk  and  in- 
terpreter, on  Colonel  Moore  two  daya  after  and  appointed  the  25fh  for 
his  reception.  The  25th  of  September,  however,  being  the  anniversary 
of  Bolivar's  escape  from  the  conspirators  in  hia  palace,  and  as  a  grand 
maas  with  other  ceremonies  were  to  be  performed  then,  as  a  test  of  their 
unbounded  gratitude,  in  which  the  attendance  of  all  orthodox  Christians 
would  be  required,  it  was  necessarily  postponed  nntil  the  following  day. 

General  Herrau  Prefect  of  the  Department  had  issued  a  proclamation 
on  the  28th  of  July  requiring  all  civil  and  military  officers  to  wear  mourning 
on  this  day,  but  the  Supreme  Council  rightly  conceiving  such  a  despotic 
order  would  only  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  discontent  against 
Government  gave  him  a  rap  over  the  knuckles  and  it  had  been  withdrawn ; 
and  very  few  were  sycophantic  or  timorous  enough  to  appear  in  blaek 
costume.  This  Herrau  was  the  first  who  in  public  advocated  *  change 
from  llepublicanism  to  a  Monarchy,  having  done  so  in  a  toast  and  an  ac- 
companying speech ;  and  from  that  discontent  became  more  general  On 
the  evening  of  September  25th,  while  sitting  in  the  house  of  a  friend  iu 
the  city,  another  friend  popped  in,  and  told  me  that  an  estiaordin^ry  dis- 
patch had  just  arrived  and  if  I  would  wait  for  him  there  one  hour  he 
woald  give  me  the  news.  He  shortly  returned  and  on  oui  way  towards 
the  Huirto  de  Jayme  told  me  that  the  brave  General  Cordova,  was  an 
Insurrectioniat,  and  in  arma  in  Antioquia,  with  the  determination  to  restore 
to  Colombia  her  Constitution  of  Cuouta  and  to  put  down  the  monarchists, 
or  to  fall  in  the  attempt.  His  force  was  not  known.  The  following  day 
the  news  had  been  generally  circulated  and  created  an  intense  sensation, 
particularly  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  monarchists.  This 
Cordova  had  been  the  favorite  general  of  Bolivar  and  was  known  among 
the  friends  of  Liberty  against  the  Spaniards,  as  a  courageous,  gallant  and 
efdcient  commander.  It  is  loss  than  a  year  since  he  prevailed  on  Col. 
Obando,  then  at  the  head  of  the  Constitutional   Army,  to  lay  down  his 
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arms  and  thereby  saved  tlie  President  from  defeat  and  ruin.  In  the  in- 
timacy, however,  that  ensued  in  consequence  of  this  service,  having 
ascertained  that  Bolivar's  views  were  directed  to  a  crown,  he  abandons 
him,  and  arms  in  this  holy  cause;  he  is  the  dread  of  all  bis  enemies. 
There  is  now  much  anxiety  and  commotion  among  all  the  Officials  j  all 
the  troops  they  could  muster  were  immediately  dispatched  to  put  it  down. 
Every  person  who  was  known  to  have  been  intimate  with  General  Cordova 
was  suspected ;  some  were  imprisoned  and  one  was  extirpated. 

Well  1  1  must  not  forget  to  tell  you  about  the  Presentation  of  Col,  Moore. 
Two  oclock,  Saturday  Sept.  26th,  being  the  hour  appointed,  the  Old  and 
New  Legations  from  the  United  States,  attended  by  Commodore  De  Kay 
adjourned  from  the  Bfuirto  de  Jayme,  to  the  Government  Palace  where 
they  were  received  by  Mr.  Castillo  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Council 
and  its  members — General  Eerrau  and  others  in  the  superb  saloon. 
After  a  speech  from  Gen.  Harrison  officially  introducing  his  successor,  and 
resigning  his  functions ;  another  from  Col.  Moore  espressive  of  his  good 
feeling  towards  this  Government;  and  appropriate  answers  from  Mr, 
Castillo,  the  ceremony  ended.  It  was  laughable  to  hear  speeches  delivered 
in  such  a  grave  manner  as  these  were,  when  none  of  them  were  under- 
stood by  the  persons  for  whom  they  were  intended.  It  was  still  more 
diverting  to  hear  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Councii  felicitating  him- 
self upon  the  very  trovquil  and  prosperous  condition  of  Colombia,  at  a 
time  when  word  of  a  formidable  insurrection  had  just  been  communicated 
to  them  ;  and  when  the  interest  on  their  public  debt  had  not  been  paid 
for  years;  when  the  Government  Bonds  were  dull  sale  at  ninety-seven 
per  ot.  discount ;  and  when  there  was  not  one  cent  in  the  treasury.  Lord  ! 
save  the  United  States  from  such  a  state  of  prosperity. 

General  Harrison,  finding  himself  released  from  his  public  duties,  and 
knowing  that  if  he  started  homeward  now,  he  would  he  detained  several 
weeks  in  Carthagena,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  Sloop  of  War  Natchez 
from  Rio  Janeiro,  determined  on  gratifying  a  long  cherished  desire  of 
being  for  a  short  time,  in  a  climate  more  warm  and  agreeable  to  his  eon- 
s^tution.  Intending  also  to  make  short  excursions  and  see  more  of  the 
neighboring  county.  The  27th,  or  day  after  being  superseded  by  Col. 
Moore,  the  Genera!  accompanied  by  Mr.  Tayloe  and  Dr.  Cheyne  rode  out 
to  Anolayma,  a  village  twelve  leagues  o£F,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  family  of 
Mr.  James  Henderson,  H.  B.  M's  Consul -General,  who  were  residing  at 
that  place;  leaving  the  keys  of  the  house  with  me  and  Injunctions  to  do 
the  honors  of  his  establishment  to  the  new  Minister  and  his  Suite.  The 
General's  son  was  still  in  Guaduas.  At  ten  oclock  the  following  day  I 
had  all  the  servants  of  both  families  drawn  up  to  give  his  Holiness  the 
venerable  Arch.  Bishop  a  suitable  reception.  He  called,  in  his  dark, 
heavy  coach  and  four,  attended  by  an  old  priest  and  six  servants  in  brown 
livery,  to  pay  bis  respects  to  the  new  American  Minister.  I  had  the  honor 
of  introducing  the  eminent  gentlemen  to  each  other;  and  subsequently 
the  felicity  of  oondueting  the  Arch  Bishop,  with  the  assistance  of  Com.  De 
Kay,  to  his  coach.  We  both  received  for  our  attentions,  as  many  sanc- 
timonious benedictions  as  would  have  been  rendered  any,  but  such  a  heretic 
as  myself,  invincible  to  the  shafts  of  a  legion  of  devils.  My  services 
were  called  in  requisition  again  by  Col,  Moore  to  accompany  him  in  re- 
turning the  calls  he  had  received  since  his  arrival.  After  finishing  up 
more  than  twenty  —  including  all  the  Diplomatic  families  and  principal 
foreigners  and  escorting  him  home,  I  called  on  our  countryman  Gooding 
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in  hopes  of  finding  Carr  who  had  been,  with  Oarter  Hari-ison  on  a  visit  to 
the  Hendersona,  and  brought  me  a  letter  from  him,  written  while  there. 
Carr  had  arrived  in  the  City,  the  night  previous,  with  dispatches  from 
Gen.  TJrdaneta  Minister  of  War  from  Guaduas,  and  with  the  intention  of 
joining  his  battalion,  which  was  in  preparation  to  march  against  Cordova. 
(He  was  the  young  American  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  a  former  number 
to  have  met  on  the  road  on  my  way  up  from  the  Magdalena  river  to  Bogota.) 

In  a  conversation  that  evening  at  Goodings,  where  I  was  present  with 
many  other  foreigners,  Carr  stated  it  to  be  hia  intention  to  enter  his  de- 
position the  next  day  at  the  War  Office,  against  some  persona  whom  he 
knew  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  Cordova ;  by  so  doing  he  espeeted  to 
receive  promotion  and  the  appointment  of  Aid  to  General  O'Leary  —  the 
Commander  of  the  troops  destined  to  fight  Cordova.  Ilia  words  delivered 
in  a  haif  jesting  tone  were,  at  the  time,  unheeded  ;  but  imagine  my  sur- 
prise the  next  day,  when  sent  for  by  a  friend  of  Gen,  Harrison  to  learn, 
that  this  calculating  scoundrel  had  not  only  fulfilled  hia  intention,  bub 
that  the  persona  he  had  implicated  were  his  best  frienda.  Carr  had  truly 
entered  an  affidavit  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  oJ&oe  that  Consul  Henderson 
knew  all  of  Cordova's  plana  and  corresponded  with  him  ;  nearly  the  same 
of  Co!.  Torrena  the.  Mexican  Charge  d' Affaire;  of  Mr.  Leidendorf  the 
Agent  of  the  Banking  House  of  Goldsmidth ;  of  young  Harrison  ;  and  that 
Gen.  Harrison  had  full  information  on  the  subject !  For  a  short  time  I 
was  lost  in  amazement  that  a  countryman,  and  one  too  from  one  of  the 
first  families  in  Virginia,  could  be  guilty  of  so  mean  an  action  to  promote 
his  advancement.  I  recalled  to  mind  what  Colonel  Moore  had  said,  that 
he  '"had  set  that  man  down  from  his  first  interview  as  capable  of  any 
base  action"  and  bow  provoked  I  had  fell  at  the  Colonel  for  misjudging 
Carr  —  aa  I  then  thought.  I  soon  however  threw  aside  idle  speculations 
and  betook  myself  to  action,  I  knew  that  the  Government  so  despotic  on 
common  occasions;  which  had  rewarded  in  anticipation  the  informant, 
and  often  had  by  a  summary  process  punished  the  persons  informed 
against  —  by  expulsion  or  otherwise  if  the  charges  were  not  immediately 
rebutted  would  also  be  active,  I  soon  understood  from  high  authority, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  to  make  the  affidavit  of  an  un- 
grateful miscreant,  without  other  proof,  their  ground  for  sending  to  a  high- 
minded  soldier  like  Gen.  Harrison,  an  order  not  to  return  to  the  capital, 
I  accordingly  dropped  one  letter  in  the  Post  Office  for  Carter  B.  Harrison  — 
Guaduas,  desiring  him  to  join  hia  father  immediately,  and  forthwith  dis- 
patched another  letter  to  the  General  by  a  mounted  messenger ;  remaining 
myself  to  find  out  if  possible  the  intentions  of  the  Government. 

Col.  Torrens  feared  that  Henderson  might  have  put  his  papers  in  Gen. 
Harrison's  charge  when  he  left  town.  Col.  Moore  waa  a  little  nettled 
when  he  found  I  had  sent  for  the  General  without  firat  consulting  him. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  considered  it  so  essential  for  the  General  to  be  im- 
mediately informed,  that  I  did  not  wish  to  lose  time  in  troubling  him  with 
it;  but  that  now  the  General  was  in  a  fair  way  of  knowing  all  before  be 
fakes  another  breakfast,  I  wished  to  know  what  courae  to  pursue  in  case 
the  Governinent  send  here  to  demand  his  papers  before  hia  return.  "  Have 
you  any  reason  to  suppose  "  he  asked  "  that  Gen.  Harrison  is  in  any  way 
concerned  in  this  disturbance  of  Cordovas?"  "Not  the  least  in  the 
world."  "  Then  why  should  you  desire  to  embroil  yourself  by  trying  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  this  Government's  orders  ?  if  Henderson  has  left 
his  correspondence  in  this  house  (and  you  don't  kuow  that  he  has)  the 
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General  is  not  answerable  for  him.  I  therefore  recoromend  you  to  keep 
a  bold  front  and  permit  them  unmolestedlj  to  take  their  course  aod  ex- 
amine the  house."  Swelling  with  iudigaatiou  at  such  advice  —  I  angrilv 
replied  that,  "  I  would  put  oq  a  hold  front,  but  if  the  Government  troops 

enter  this  house,  except  over  my  dead  oarcaas  I'll  consent  to  be  d d." 

He  was  terribly  annoyed  at  this  determination,  but  I  repeated  again  that, 
while  I  lived  in  that  house  no  examination  of  papers  shall  take  place  in 
it.  He  then  left  me,  saying  he  would  go  out  and  make  some  inquiries 
himself  about  the  substance  of  Carr's  affidavit, 

Cato  was  the  acting  porter  for  the  night  with  orders  to  call  me  if  any  but 
the  household  knocked  at  the  door  and  precautions  taken  and  preparations 
made  to  prove  how  far  man  can  go  when  spurred  by  duty.  I  threw  my- 
self on  my  bed  without  undressing,  with  lights  burning.  At  half  past 
eleven  o'clock  I  heard  footsteps  in  the  inner  square  of  the  house,  and 
presently  the  door  of  my  room  opened,  when  Ool.  Moore  entered  and 
found  me  standing  by  my  table  facing  the  door,  with  sword,  dirk,  guns, 
pistols  &c,,  in  a  state  for  action.  •'  Well  "  says  he,  "  I  see  you're  ready." 
I  made  no  reply  to  that,  but  asked  him  what  he  had  learned.  "  It  is  all 
too  true,"  says  he,  "  Henderson  is  implicated  over  head  and  ears.  Tor- 
rens  and  Leidersdorf  nearly  as  much.  Gen.  Harrison  loss  than  any,  but 
all  badly  enough.  Carter's  name  is  used  too,  but  I  can't  find  out  in  what 
manner.  It  is  a  serious  affair  and  now  after  more  reflection  Ifind  jou  are 
right;  the  house  must  be  protected,  and  you  may  make  yourself  easy, 
and  go  to  bod  with  the  assurance,  that  I  will  use  all  my  influence  to  do  so  ; 
when  that  proves  unavailing,  I'll  use  my  arms  and  by  God,  the  house 
shan't  be  entered  for  an  examination  of  papers  while  I  live.  Right  or 
wrong  the  General  shall  be  defended." 

Such  a  declaration  from  a  person  of  his  authortiy,  and  one  whose  good 
will,  it  was  the  policy  and  hope  of  the  Government  to  conciliate,  operated 
upon  me  (as  it  was  unlocked  fur)  in  this  moment  of  doubt  and  uncertainty, 
as  a  reprieve  would  to  a  criminal  under  the  gallows.  I  involuntarily 
grasped  his  hand  in  the  agony  of  feeling,  and  if  my  eye  moistened  a  little 
it  is  not  Co  be  wondered  at,  while  muttering  something  about  bis  taking  a 
correct  view  of  the  subject —  now  acting  in  character  as  a  Representative 
of  the  United  States,  the  General  being  a  friend  of  mine  &c.  He  refused 
the  arms  I  offered,  as  he  had  plenty  of  his  own,  and  left  me  to  put  them 
in  order  before  going  to  bed. 

I  was  now  quite  relieved^but  did  not  "  douse  my  lights,"  or  close  my 
eyes  in  sleep  that  night.  Next  morning  I  was  astonished  in  passing  a  shop, 
to  see  its  owner,  whom  I  thought  at  that  time,  at  or  near  Anolayma, 
behind  his  counter  at  work  as  usual;  but  soon  discovered  that  he  had  been 
frightened  back  when  four  leagues  from  the  City,  by  a  swaggering 
Colonel  in  the  Colombian  service  This  affair  loaded  me  again  with 
ansiety  and  trouble;  it  was  well  known  that  the  Republican  principles  of 
Geo.  Harrison  had  long  been  dreaded  by  this  Government,  and  that  he 
had  been  looked  upon  with  an  eye  of  suspicion  since  he  had  publicly 
contradicted  a  report,  which  they  had  industriously  circulated,  of  Presi- 
dent General  Jackson's  intentions  to  crown  himself  King  of  the  Onited 
States.  Snch  a  report  the  Monarchists  had  hoped  would  have  reconciled 
the  people  of  Colombia  to  such  a  change ;  having  been  thwarted  thus  in 
their  oaiculations,  there  was  no  doubt  that  thoy  would  if  possible,  get  rid 
of  the  man,  who  merely  in  refuting  a  slander  on  his  country,  had  been 
the  cause  of  their  mortifieatiou.     Knowing  all  this  and  feeling  that  any 
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indignity  iDtended  General  Harrison  was  an  insalt  to  my  country  —  my 
plans  of  operation  were  speedily  formed,  I  returned  home  —  ordered  a 
horae  —  which  had  been  in  the  stable  all  nigtt  against  any  emergency  — 
to  be  saddled  and  breakfast  to  be  brought  in.  Put  on  a  traveling  dress, 
took  a  hasty  breakfast  and  gaye  the  keys  of  the  house  to  Col.  Moore  re- 
questing him  to  be  his  own  entertainer  until  the  Genreral'a  return  lo- 
in orrow  evening.  "Why!  where  are  you  going?"  says  he.  "To  Ano- 
laynia,"  I  answered.  "  My  ine8Seijo|er  has  been  frightened  back 
by  a  Oolombian  officer  and  Gen.  Harrison  is  still  ignorant  of  what's 
going  on."  "You  will  be  sent  back  too."  "But  I  have  a  pass- 
port here,"  showing  him  one  of  my  pistols  and  a  dirk.  He  shook  his  head, 
indicating  that  they  would  not  carry  me  through,  then  told  me  that  I  was 
running  myself  into  useless  danger,  as  anything  I  now  could  do,  would  not 
save  the  General,  the  order  would  reach  him  before  I  could.  I  then  told 
him  that  the  order  was  not  yet  issued  and  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt 
talking  me  out  of  my  jaunt  —  for  it  was  my  duty  to  acquaint  the  General 
of  what  was  going  on  &e,  I  would  see  him  at  all  hazards.  "If  you  will 
go,  I  can't  prevent  it,  hut  I  fear  your  hot  blood  will  lead  you  into  a 
scrape."  "  If  it  does  "  says  I,  "  I  hope  to  work  myself  out  again,  I  could 
send  another  messenger,  but  none  with  a  probability  of  succeeding  as  well 
as  myself.  I  am  attache  to  Gen.  Harrison's  family,  and  as  such,  they 
have  no  right  to  stop  me  —  for  the  General  is  still  as  much  entitled  to  all 
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and  dashed  along  the  fiist  Beven  leagues  over  the  plam,  fast  enough  even 
to  satisfy  my  impatience.  I  oast  many  ansious  looks  behind  for  pursuers, 
and  every  look,  as  the  distance  from  the  capital  increased,  made  me  feel 
greater  seourity. 

I  now  had  left  the  great  Honda  route,  and  the  straggling  squads  of 
soldiers  traveling  on  it,  and  for  the  first  slacked  my  horse's  speed  to  relieve 
him  by  walking  up  the  steep  acclivity  from  the  estate  of  Las  Monjas. 
On  the  summit  level  I  bad  a  view  of  the  entire  plain  below;  though  I 
saw  no  one  on  the  road  I  had  just  left  in  chase,  still  I  made  ray  weary  nag 
pace  it  along  pretty  briskly  over  the  fine  path  I  met  with  there,  without'more 
than  a  casual  glance  at  the  majesfic  splendor  of  the  distant  rugged  mount- 
ains covered  with  glistening  snow.  A  bad  nigKag  descent  after  a  while, 
and  a  hilly  road  with  its  necessary  meandering  and  windings  so  worried 
my  horse,  that  I  would  have  changed  him  for  a  fresh  one,  but  that  being 
an  impossibility  as  none  could  be  procured  at  Sipacon  I  proceeded. 
Shortly  after  leaving  Sipacon,  a  mud  hole  of  considerable  length  in  which 
he  sunk  over  his  knees  in  the  stiff  clay,  together  with  still  another  terri- 
ble pass,  near  the  edge  of  a  giddy  precipice,  appeared  to  have  "  done  him 
up,"  he  would  not  he  excited  to  great  speed  by  whip  or  spur,  but  walked 
along  leisurely,  for  some  time  at  bis  own  gate.  At  length  bearing  great 
clattering  of  hooft  behind  me,  I  turned  and  saw  coming  around  an  angle 
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in  the  road,  a  toraemati  driving  along  at  a  furious  rate,  with  a  cockade  in 
his  hat  and  sword  by  his  side;  immediatelj  another  in  a  rapid  gallop 
made  his  appearance.  The  idea  at  once  struck  me,  that  tbey  had  been 
sent  at  the  instigation  of  Miranda  to  escort  me  baot  to  the  metropolis; 
every  aerve  was  strong  for  action,  bat  I  felt  quite  pleased  to  thick  there 
were  ao  more  of  them.  They  passed  by  me  without  cheeking  their  pro- 
gress, but  I  fancied  tbey  eyed  me  very  closely,  with  intense  surprise  and 
thought  there  was  something  satirical  in  their  salutation  which  I  returned 
and  they  were  soon  out  of  sight. 

I  conjectured  now  that  they  might  have  been  dispatched  direct  to  the 
General  and  Consul  General ;  and  I  most  cordially  cursed  the  whole 
country  when  to  the  question  if  he  had  hay,  addressed  to  the  owner  of  a 
house  by  the  wayside,  I  received  for  answer,  "  No,  SeSor,  no  hay."  "  Is 
there  a  fresh  horse  here  ?  "  "  No  Senor  there  is  not."  Then  giving  my 
poor  boast  a  desperate  spurring  with  ali  my  force,  and  putting  the  whip 
in  play  at  the  same  time,  he  went  flying  down  the  hill  after  the  two  horse- 
men, whom  I  now  discovered  at  the  foot  of  it  flxing  their  saddles.  I  was 
aboat  passing  by  without  paying  the  least  attention  to  these  suspicious 
looking  personages,  when  they  very  civilly  hailed  me  and  told  me  that  as 
my  "  horse  appeared  quite  fatigued,  I  had  better  stop  awhile  and  let  him 
blow."  Aha  !  thinks  I,  they  now  wish  to  commence  operationSj  and  do 
it  in  a  very  courteous  manner,  hat  I  will  let  them  see  t  oan^  match  them 
in  any  thing  if  not  check-mate.  Accordingly  I  stopped  and  replied,  their 
"  recommendation  was  a  very  good  one,"  and  without  appearing  to  have 
the  slightest  mistrust  rode  up  near  them  and  in  a  gay  style  dismounted. 
I  might  not  have  done  so  if  I  had  not  been  perfectly  sure  that  their 
horses  would  have  very  quickly  overtaken  me.  As  it  was,  I  had  no  other 
recourse.  I  was  well  armed,  and  they  could  not  know  it,  of  course  I  had 
every  advantage  on  that  score.  I  threw  myself  on  my  own  ingenuity  to  find 
out  their  intentions.  I  bad  scarcely  alighted  when  one  of  tbem  began  an 
interrogatory  with  "Arfonife"  (where)?  When  thinks  I,  the  pumping 
must  be  commenced  by  myself,  so  broke  him  short  ofi^,  by  maledictions  on 
my  horse  for  not  following  me  to  a  stake,  and  then  by  singing  out  "  Tray- 
game  cmidlla  muckacko"  (bring  me  fire  boy);  and  by  offering  cigars  to 
both  of  the  strangers.  I  beat  him  so  unexpectedly  off  his  track,  that  I 
could  now,  myself  very  naturally  interrogate,  and  did  so  by  asking  him 
where  he  was  bound.  "  To  Anolayma,"  says  he.  "  How  far  is  it  from 
here  ?  "  "  Three  hours  ride."  "  J>o  you  live  there  ?  ■■  Yes  !  I  am  the 
Commandant  of  Arms  there,  if  you  are  going  that  way,  we'l!  ride  together. 
I  suppose  you  know  the  Consul  ?"  "  Of  course,  every  one  knows  the  Con- 
sul." "  That's  true,"  says  he.  Finding  him  so  prompt  in  his  answers,  I 
led  him  from  one  subject  to  another  in  way  of  chit-chat,  and  learned  that 
Gen.  O'Leary  and  suite  had  left  the  city  about  half  an  hour  after  I  did ; 
hhG  m       hd  drs  out  to  collect  in  the  capital,  a  certain 

p    p  f  h    m  1  pi       the  regulars  who  bad  marched  away ; 

dh  q         fmhd  tof  this  commandant,  for  that  purpose, 

w  uldb  fit  y  I  d  d  in  Id  directly  to  discover  if  he  had  any  com- 
m  f     G       H  H     derson,  hut  for  fear  of  betraying  too 

n      1  h         bj       w     obliged  to  drop  it,  satisfied  that  either 

hd  hhw  goda  poiitieian  to  let  me  know  it.     The 

m       h  d   h    m  d      f  his  starting  a  conversation  with  me, 

11  h   1  d  L    p  my         lanee  on  the  alert  j  therefore  notwith- 

1        h  y       d  p     m      ,  I  always  kept  an  eye  upon  his  moye- 
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Gregory,  Matthew,   S37,   334, 

^13. 
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Horaea,  sure  Awled,  509. 
Hoeaok,  Dr.,  331. 
Hondln,  Mr.,  ISO. 
Honghtaling,  Wm.  D.,  89S. 
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Id  TraTaaaa,  481. 
Lawrence,  Captain,  %5.  360. 
lilwyflr,  John,  IT. 
Layman,  Heaan,  349. 
Leadets,  distrusted.  SS4. 
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Marcy.  Miijor.  333. 
Marf^.  Wm .  L„  36T. 
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Moore.  General.  346. 
Moore  Major.  DOS. 
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taJten  by  the  uneniy,  76 ; 
Bhipmenc  of  tea-  76 ;  tor- 
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ShngorlatLat,V.,80. 

Sloop  or  War  Nalohea,  534. 
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